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The  two  follo  wing  letters  relating  to  the  Memoirs  of  a  Lady  of  Quality 
were  sent  to  the  editor  by  a  person  of  honour. 

TO  LORO - 

MY  LORD, 

T he  turn  which  your  lordship  gave  to  the  conversation  of  last 
night,  having  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  vindicating  the  step 
I  have  lately  taken  in  publishing  Memoirs  of  my  life,  I  think 
I  have  a  right  to  demand  your  opinion  of  the  motives  which  I 
then  explained ;  and  this  I  ask  by  way  of  appeal  to  your  judg¬ 
ment,  from  the  sentiments  of  those  who  might  perhaps  think 
my  inducements  were  weak  or  frivolous.  For  though  no  per¬ 
son  in  the  company  attempted  to  invalidate  the  arguments  I 
advanced,  I  could  perceive  that  one  gentleman  was  not  altoge¬ 
ther  convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  that  measure  :  you  may  re¬ 
member,  he  dropped  several  dissenting  hints,  couched  in  the 
modest  expressions  of, — with  submission  to  your  ladyship’s  better 
judgment — But,  to  be  sure,  you  would  not  have  taken  such  a  step 
without  frst  weighing  the  consequences — Tour  provocations  were  cer¬ 
tainly  very  great, — although  the  world  is  apt  to  put  the  worst  construc¬ 
tions  upon  every  thing — And  other  such  prudential  insinuations 
that  are  often  more  disconcerting  than  the  displayed  objections 
of  a  declared  antagonist ;  because  they  seem  to  import  something 
of  great  weight,  which  personal  respect  endeavours  to  suppress. 
These  sententious  fragments  made  such  impression  upon  my  mind, 
that  I  have  been  all  night  long  tasking  my  recollection,  in  order 
to  discover  the  weak  side  of  my  defence  ;  but,  as  one  always 
sees  through  the  mist  of  partiality  in  one’s  own  concerns,  I  must 
have  recourse  to  your  discernment,  and  seriously  insist  upon 
knowing  how  far  you  approve  the  justification  of,  my  lord,  your 
lordship’s  most  obedient  servant. 
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ANSWER. 

X  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  serious  manner  in  which  you 
ask  my  opinion  of  the  motives  which  induced  you  to  publish 
your  Memoirs,  is  exactly  of  a  piece  with  the  conduct  of  those 
who  consult  their  friends  for  approbation  rather  than  advice,  and, 
by  a  disappointment  in  their  expectations  of  applause,  are  more 
than  ever  wedded  to  their  own  inventions.  How  would  your  lady¬ 
ship  look,  should  I  now,  in  consequence  of  your  demand,  assume 
the  air  of  a  severe  moralizer,  and  tell  you,  that  the  step  you 
have  taken  was  altogether  precipitate  and  inexcusable  ;  that  you 
have  unnecessarily  avowed  your  own  indiscretion,  incurred  the  re¬ 
sentment  of  individuals,  and  attracted  the  reproaches  of  a  censor¬ 
ious  world  ;  and  that,  over  and  above  these  disadvantages,  you 
have  subjected  yourself  for  ever  to  a  life  of  domestic  disquiet,  by 
incensing  the  tyrant  of  whom  you  complain,  beyond  a  possibili¬ 
ty  of  forgiveness  or  reconciliation  ?  would  not  all  the  resent¬ 
ment  of  a  disappointed  author  take  possession  of  your  ladyship  ; 
overcast  that  cheerfulness  of  countenance  with  a  sullen  frown,  and 
lighten  from  these  fair  eyes  in  gleams  of  displeasure  !  No,  you 
would  be  more  surprised  than  offended  at  my  observations.  You 
would  believe  you  had  been  all  along  deceived  in  your  opinion 
of  my  delicacy  and  understanding  :  you  would  be  mortified  at 
the  discovery  of  your  own  mistake,  and  look  upon  me  with  com¬ 
passion,  as  one  of  those  tame,  timid  rationalists,  who,  being 
naturally  phlegmatic  and  fearful,  are  utter  strangers  to  the  re¬ 
fined  sensations  of  the  human  heart,  incapable  of  doing  justice 
to  those  melting  tendernesses  which  they  never  felt,  and  too 
irresolute  to  withstand  the  torrent  of  ignorant,  malicious,  or 
wrong-headed  clamour,  when  it  affects  a  character  in  which  their 
friendship  ought  to  be  interested.  Your  sentiments,  I  own, 
would  in  that  case  be  just,  excepting  that  I  should  engage 
your  ladyship’s  pity,  in  deserving  your  contempt,  and,  instead 
of  being  dispised  as  a  cold  friend,  be  still  regarded  by  you  as 
a  weak  and  timorous  well-wisher.  If  your  character  suffered 
cruelly  from  misrepresentations ;  if  your  foibles  were  magnified 
and  multiplied  with  all  the  aggravations  of  envy  and  fiction  ;  if 
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the  qualities  of  your  heart  were  decried  or  traduced,  and  even 
your  understanding  called  in  question  ;  I  agree  with  your  lady* 
ship,  that  it  was  not  only  excusable,  but  highly  necessary,  to 
publish  a  detail  of  your  conduct,  which  would  acquit  you  of  all 
or  most  of  those  scandalous  imputations.  This  task  you  have 
(in  my  opinion)  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  intelli¬ 
gent  and  unprejudiced  part  of  mankind.  He  must  be  very  defi¬ 
cient  in  candour  and  feeling,  who,  in  reading  your  Memoirs,  is 
not  interested  in  your  favour ;  who  does  not  espouse  the  cause 
of  beauty,  innocence,  and  love ;  who  does  not  see  that,  as  you 
once  were,  you  would  still  have  continued  to  be,  the  pattern  of  con¬ 
jugal  faith  and  felicity,  had  not  the  cross  accidents  of  fortune 
forced  you  from  the  natural  bias  of  your  disposition  ;  who  does 
not  excuse  the  tenderness  which  youth  and  sensibility,  so  cir¬ 
cumstanced,  could  not  possibly  resist ;  and  who  does  not  freely 
forgive  the  fault,  when  he  considers  the  particulars  of  the  tempt¬ 
ation.  He  must  be  void  of  all  taste  and  reflection,  who  does  not 
admire  your  spirit,  elegance,  and  sense  ;  and  dead  to  all  the  finer 
movements  of  the  soul,  if  he  is  not  agitated,  thrilled,  and  trans¬ 
ported  with  the  pathetic  circumstances  of  your  story.  Some 
people  who  are  your  ladyship’s  friends,  and  highly  entertained  with 
the  performance,  have  wished  you  had  spared  yourself  some  un¬ 
necessary  confessions,  which  they  thought  could  serve  no  end, 
but  that  of  affording  a  handle  to  your  enemies  for  censure  and 
defamation  :  I  myself,  I  own,  was  of  the  same  opinion,  until  you 
convinced  me,  that,  in  suppressing  one  circumstance  which  might 
be  afterwards  discovered,  your  sincerity  through  the  whole  piece 
would  have  been  called  in  question.  And  what  have  you  avow¬ 
ed,  that  your  most  malicious  foes  dare  blame,  except  your  disre¬ 
gard  of  an  unnatural  contract,  which  (though  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  your  country)  was  imposed  upon  your  necessity,  youth, 
and  inexperience  ?  Nor  was  this  conduct  the  result  of  vitious  levity 
and  intemperance  :  you  had  already  given  undeniable  proofs  of 
your  constancy  and  conjugal  virtue  to  the  first  lord  of  your  affec¬ 
tions,  who  was  the  choice  of  your  love,  and  to  whom  your  heart 
was  unalterably  wedded.  Your  natural  sensibility  had  been,  by 
this  extraordinary  care,  tenderness,  and  attention,  cherished  and 
improved  to  such  a  degree  of  delicacy,  as  could  not  possibly  relish 
the  attachment  of  the  common  run  of  husbands.  No  wonder,  then, 
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that  you  was  uneasy  under  a  second  engagement  so  much  unlike 
the  first ;  that  every  circumstance  of  the  contrast  appeared  to 
you  in  the  most  aggravating  light,  and  made  a  suitable  impression 
upon  your  imagination  ;  and,  that  you  was  not  insensible  to  those 
attractions  which  had  formerly  captivated  your  heart,  nor  able 
to  resist  the  flattering  insinuations,  incredible  assiduity,  and  sur¬ 
prising  perseverance,  of  an  artful  lover.  And  sure  he  could  not 
have  chosen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  prefer  his  addresses: 
your  passions  were  unusually  intendered  by  grief ;  you  was  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  your  domestic  situation  ;  you  was  solitary  for  want 
of  that  intimate  connection  in  which  you  had  been  so  happy  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  your  breast  glowed  with  the  most  pathetic  suscepti¬ 
bility,  while  you  was  yet  a  stranger  to  the  insidious  wiles  of  man. 
In  such  distress  the  mind  longs  for  sympathy  and  consolation; 
it  seeks  to  repose  itself  upon  the  tender  friendship  of  some  kind 
partner,  that  will  share  and  alleviate  its  sorrows :  such  a  comforter 
appeared  in  the  accomplished  youth;  your  judgement  was  pleased 
with  his  qualifications  ;  his  demeanour  acquired  your  esteem  ; 
your  friendship  was  engaged  by  his  sincerity  ;  and  your  affection 
was  insensibly  subdued  In  short,  every  thing  conspired  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  suit,  and  my  wonder  is  not  that  he  succeeded,  but  that 
you  held  out  so  long.  Your  sentiments  with  regard  to  those  who 
have  inveighed  against  your  performance,  are  altogether  con¬ 
formable  to  that  good  sense  and  benevolent  disposition  which  I 
have  always  admired  and  esteemed.  As  for  writers  who  have 
exercised  their  pens  in  abusing  your  ladyship,  they  are  either 
objects  of  mirth  or  compassion.  They,  poor  harmless  creatures, 
in  their  hearts  wish  you  no  evil.  Their  business  is  to  eat  honestly 
if  they  can, — but  at  any  rate  to  eat.  I  am  fully  persuaded, 
that,  for  a  very  small  sum,  you  might  engage  the  whole  tribe  to 
refute  their  own  revilings,  and  bellow  with  all  their  might  in  your 
praise.  It  would  really  be  uncharitable,  as  well  as  absurd,  to 
express  the  least  resentment  against  such  feeble  antagonists,  who 
are  literally  the  beings  of  a  summer  day  :  they  are  the  noisy  in¬ 
sects  which  the  sun  of  merit  never  fails  to  produce;  the  shadows 
that  continually  accompany  success  ;  and  indeed  a  man  might  as 
well  fight  with  his  own  shadow  as  attempt  to  chastise  such  un¬ 
substantial  phantoms.  But  of  all  the  emotions  of  your  heart, 
that  which  I  am  at  present  tempted  chiefly  to  applaud,  is  the 
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sorrow  you  express  for  having  been  obliged,  in  your  $wn  justifi. 
cation,  to  vilify  and  expose  the  man  to  whom  your  fate  is  in¬ 
separably  connected  ;  and  the  laudable  resolution  you  have  takeu 
to  live  amicably  with  him  for  the  future,  provided  he  shall  per¬ 
sist  in  that  conduct  which  he  hath  of  late  chosen  to  maintain. 
On  the  whole,  though  you  may  have  inflamed  the  virulence  of 
envy  and  malice,  roused  the  resentment  of  some  whose  folly 
and  ingratitude  you  had  occasion  to  display,  and  incurred  the  cen¬ 
sure  of  those  who  think  it  their  duty  to  exclaim  against  the  least 
infringement  of  the  nuptial  tie,  howsoever  unequally  imposed, 
your  memoirs  will  always  be  perused  with  pleasure  by  all  readers 
of  taste  and  discernment,  and  your  fame,  as  a  beauty  and  author, 
long  survive  the  ill  offices  of  prejudice,  and  personal  animosity. 
And  now  that  I  have  performed  the  task  enjoined,  give  me  leave 
to  add,  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  madam,  your  most  de¬ 
voted  humble  servant. 
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ADVENTURES 

OF 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE, 


CHAPTER  LXXXI. 

The  memoirs  of  a  lady  of  quality. 

Bv  the  circumstances  of  the  story  which  I  am  going'  to  re¬ 
late,  you  will  be  convinced  of  my  candour,  while  you  arc 
informed  of  my  indiscretion  :  you  will  be  enabled,  J  hope, 
to  perceive,  that,  howsoever  my  head  may  have  erred,  my 
heart  hath  always  been  imeorrupted,  and  that  I  have  been 
unhappy,  because  1  loved ,  and  was  a  woman. 

I  believe  I  need  not  observe,  that  I  was  the  only  child  of 
a  man  of  good  fortune,  who  indulged  me,  in  my  infancy, 
with  all  the  tenderness  of  paternal  affection  ;  and,  when  1 
was  six  years  old,  sent  me  to  a  private  school,  where  I  staid 
till  my  age  was  doubled,  and  became  such  a  favourite,  that 
I  was  (even  in  those  early  days)  carried  to  all  the  places  of 
public  diversion,  the  court  itself  not  excepted,  an  indulgence 
that  flattered  my  love  of  pleasure,  to  which  I  was  naturally 
addicted,  and  encouraged  those  ideas  of  vanity  and  ambition, 
which  spring  up  so  early  in  the  human  mind. 

I  was  lively  and  goodnatured,  my  imagination  apt  to  run 
riot,  my  heart  liberal  and  disinterested,  though  I  was  so  ob¬ 
stinately  attached  to  my  own  opinions,  that  I  could  not  well 
brook  contradiction  ;  and,  in  the  whole  of  my  disposition, 
resembled  that  of  llenry  V,  as  described  by  Shakespeare 
Vol.  1IL  A 
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THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


In  my  thirteenth  year  I  went  to  Bath,  where  I  was  first 
introduced  into  the  world  as  a  woman,  having  been  entitled 
to  that  privilege  by  my  person,  which  was  remarkably  tall 
for  my  years ;  and  there  my  fancy  was  quite  captivated  by 
the  variety  of  diversions  in  w  hich  I  was  continually  engaged  : 
not  that  the  parties  were  altogether  new  to  me,  but  because 
I  now  found  myself  considered  as  a  person  of  consequence, 
and  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  admirers,  who  courted  my 
acquaintance,  and  fed  my  vanity  with  praise  and  adulation. 
In  short,  w  hether  or  not  I  deserved  their  encomiums,  I  leave 
the  world  to  judge;  but  my  person  was  commended,  and 
my  talent  in  dancing  met  w  ith  universal  applause.  No  w  on- 
der,  then,  that  every  thing  appeared  joyous  to  a  young  crea¬ 
ture,  w  ho  was  so  void  of  experience  and  dissimulation,  that 
she  believed  every  body  %  heart  as  sincere  as  her  own,  and 
every  object  such  as  it  appeared  to  be. 

Among  the  gwains  who  sighed,  or  pretended  to  sigh,  for 
me,  were  two  that  bore  a  pretty  equal  share  of  my  favour  (it 
was  too  superficial  to  deserve  the  name  of  love).  One  of  these 
■was  a  forward  youth  of  sixteen,  extremely  handsome,  lively, 
and  impudent :  he  attended  in  quality  of  a  page  upon  the 
Princess  Amelia,  who  spent  that  season  at  Bath.  The  other 
was  a  Scotch  nobleman  turned  of  thirty,  who  was  graced 
with  a  red  ribbon,  and  danced  particularly  well,  two  quali¬ 
fications  of  great  weight  with  a  girl  of  my  age,  w  hose  heart 
was  not  deeply  interested  in  the  cause.  Nevertheless,  the 
page  prevailed  over  this  formidable  rival ;  though  our  amour 
went  no  farther  than  a  little  flirting,  and  ceased  entirely  when 
I  left  the  place. 

Next  year,  however,  I  revisited  this  agreeable  scene,  and 
passed  my  time  in  the  same  circle  of  amusements ;  in  which, 
indeed,  each  season  at  Bath  i$  exactly  resembled  by  that 
which  succeeds,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  company, 
which  is  continually  varying.  There  I  met  with  the  same 
incense,  and  again  had  my  favourite,  who  was  a  North 
Briton,  and  captain  of  foot,  near  forty  years  of  age,  and  a 
littje  lame,  an  impediment  which  I  did  not  discover,  until 
jt  was  pointed  put  by  some  of  my  companions,  who  rallied 
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me  upon  my  choice.  He  was  always  cheerful,  and  very  amo¬ 
rous,  had  a  good  countenance,  and  an  excellent  understand¬ 
ing,  possessed  a  great  deal  of  art,  and  "would  have  persuaded 
me  to  marry  him,  had  I  not  been  restrained  by  the  authority 
of  my  father,  whose  consent  was  not  to  be  obtained  iu  favour 
of  a  man  of  his  fortune. 

At  the  same  time  many  proposals  of  marriage  were  made 
to  my  parents ;  but  as  they  came  from  people  whom  I  did 
not  like,  I  rejected  them  all,  being  determined  to  refuse  every 
man  who  did  not  make  his  addresses  to  myself  in  person, 
because  I  had  no  notion  of  marrying  for  any  thing  but  love. 

Among  these  formal  proposers  was  a  Scottish  earl,  whose 
pretensions  were  broke  off  by  some  difference  about  settle¬ 
ments  ;  and  the  son  of  an  English  baron,  with  whom  my 
father  was  in  treaty,  when  he  carried  me  to  town  on  a  visit 
to  a  young  lady,  with  whom  I  had  been  intimate  from  my 
infancy.  She  was  just  delivered  of  her  first  son,  for  whom 
we  stood  sponsors :  so  that  this  occasion  detained  us  a  whole 
month,  during  which  I  went  to  a  ball  at  court,  on  the  queen’s 
birth-day,  and  there,  for  the  first  time,  felt  what  love  and 
beauty  were. 

The  second  son  of  duke  II - ,  who  had  just  returned 

from  his  travels,  was  dancing  with  the  princess  royal,  when 
a  young  lady  came  and  desired  me  to  go  and  see  a  stranger, 
whom  all  the  world  admired  :  upon  which  I  followed  her  into 
the  circle,  and  observed  this  object  of  admiration.  He  was 
dressed  in  a  coat  of  white  cloth,  faced  with  blue  satin,  em¬ 
broidered  w  ith  silver,  of  the  same  piece  with  his  waistcoat ; 
his  fine  hair  hung  down  his  back  in  ringlets  below  his  waist; 
his  hat  was  laced  with  silver,  and  garnished  with  a  white 
feather ;  but  his  person  beggared  all  description.  He  was 
tall  and  graceful,  neither  corpulent  nor  meagre,  his  limbs 
finely  proportioned,  his  countenance  open  and  majestic,  his 
eyes  full  of  sweetness  and  vivacity,  his  teeth  regular,  and  his 
pouting  lips  of  the  complexion  of  the  damask  rose.  In  short, 
he  was  formed  for  love,  and  inspired  it  w  herever  he  appear¬ 
ed  ;  nor  was  he  a  niggard  of  his  talents,  but  liberally  re¬ 
turned  it;  at  least  what  passed  for  such  :  for  he  had  a  flow 
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of  gallantry,  for  which  many  ladies  of  this  land  can  vouch 
from  their  own  experience  :  but  he  exclaimed  against  mar¬ 
riage,  because  he  had,  as  yet,  met  with  no  woman  to  whose 
charms  he  would  surrender  his  liberty,  though  a  princess  of 

France,  and  lady  of  the  same  rank  in - ,  were  said  to 

be,  at  that  time,  enamoured  of  his  person. 

I  went  home,  totally  engrossed  by  his  idea,  flattering  my¬ 
self,  that  he  had  observed  me  with  some  attention  ;  for  I  was 
young  and  new’,  and  had  the  good  lortune  to  attract  the 
notice  and  approbation  of  the  queen  herself. 

Next  day,  being  at  the  opera,  I  was  agreeably  surprised 
with  the  appearance  of  this  amiable  stranger,  w  ho  no  sooner 
saw<  me  enter,  than  he  approached  so  near  to  the  place  w  here 
I  sat,  that  I  overheard  what  he  said  to  his  companions ;  and 
was  so  happy  as  to  find  myself  the  object  of  his  discourse,  which 
abounded  with  rapturous  expressions  of  love  and  admiration. 

I  could  not  listen  to  these  transports  without  emotion ;  my 
colour  changed,  my  heart  throbbed  with  unusual  violence, 
and  my  eyes  betrayed  my  inclination  in  sundry  favourable 
glances,  which  he  seemed  to  interpret  aright,  though  he  could 
not  then  avail  himself  of  his  success,  so  far  as  to  communi¬ 
cate  his  sentiments  by  speech,  because  we  were  strangers  to 
each  other. 

I  passed  that  night  in  the  most  anxious  suspense,  and  se¬ 
veral  day  selapsed  before  1  saw  him  again.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  being  at  court  on  a  ball-night,  and  determined  against 
dancing,  I  perceived  him  among  the  crowd,  and,  to  my  un¬ 
speakable  joy,  saw  him  advance  with  my  Lord  P - ,  who 

introduced  him  to  my  acquaintance.  He  soon  found  means 
to  alter  my  resolution,  and  I  condescended  to  be  his  partner 
all  the  evening  ;  during  which  he  declared  his  passion  in  the 
most  tender  and  persuasive  terms  that  real  love  could  dictate, 
or  fruitful  imagination  invent. 

I  believed  his  protestations,  because  I  wished  them  true, 
and  was  an  unexperienced  girl  of  fifteen.  I  complied  with 
his  earnest  request  of  being  permitted  to  visit  me,  and  even 
invited  him  to  breakfast  next  morning ;  so  that  you  may  im¬ 
agine  (I  speak  to  those  that  feel)  I  did  not,  that  night,  enjoy 
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much  repose.  Such  was  the  hurry  and  flutter  of  my  spirits, 
that  I  rose  at  six  to  receive  him  at  ten.  I  dressed  myself  in 
a  new  pink  satin  gown  and  my  best  laced  night-clothes,  and 
was  so  animated  by  the  occasion,  that  if  ever  I  deserved  a 
compliment  upon  my  looks,  it  was  my  due  at  this  meeting. 

The  wished-for  moment  came  that  brought  my  lover  to 
my  view  :  I  was  overwhelmed  with  joy,  modesty,  and  fear 
of  I  knew  not  what.  We  sat  down  to  breakfast,  but  did  not 
eat.  He  renewed  his  addresses  with  irresistible  eloquence, 
and  pressed  me  to  accept  of  his  hand  without  farther  hesita¬ 
tion  :  but,  to  such  a  precipitate  step  I  objected,  as  a  measure 
repugnant  to  decency,  as  well  as  to  that  duty  which  I  owed 
to  my  father,  whom  I  tenderly  loved. 

Though  I  withstood  this  premature  proposal,  I  did  not 
attempt  to  disguise  the  situation  of  my  thoughts  ;  and  thus 
commenced  a  tender  correspondence,  which  was  maintained 
by  letters  while  I  remained  in  the  country,  and  carried  on 
(when  I  was  in  town)  by  private  interviews,  twice  or  thrice 
a-week,  at  the  house  of  my  milliner,  where  such  endearments 
passed  as  refined  and  happy  lovers  know,  and  others  can 
only  guess.  Truth  and  innocence  prevailed  on  my  side,  while 
his  heart  was  fraught  with  sincerity  and  love.  Such  frequent 
intercourse  created  an  intimacy  which  I  began  to  think  dan¬ 
gerous,  and  therefore  yielded  to  his  repeated  desire  that  we 
might  be  united  for  ever  :  nay,  I  resolved  to  avoid  him,  until 
the  day  should  be  fixed,  and  very  innocently  (though -not 
very  wisely)  told  him  my  reason  for  this  determination,  which 
was  no  other  than  a  consciousness  of  my  incapacity  to  refuse 
him  any  thing  he  should  demand  as  a  testimony  of  my  love. 

The  time  was  accordingly  appointed,  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  days,  during  which  I  intended  to  have  implored  my 
father  s  consent,  though  I  had  but  faint  hopes  of  obtaining 
it :  but  he  was  by  some  means  or  other  apprised  of  our  de¬ 
sign,  before  I  could  prevail  upon  myself  to  make  him  ac¬ 
quainted  with  our  purpose.  I  had  danced  with  my  lover  at 
the  ridotto  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  there  perhaps  our 
eyes  betrayed  us.  Certain  it  is,  several  of  Lord  W — m’s  re¬ 
lations,  who  disapproved  of  the  match,  came  up  and  rallied 
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him  on  his  passion  ;  Lord  S - k,  in  particular,  used  this 

remarkable  expression, — ‘  nephew,  as  much  love  as  you 
please,  but  no  matrimony.’ 

Next  day,  the  priest  being  prepared,  and  the  bridegroom 
waiting  for  me  at  the  appointed  place,  in  all  the  transports 
of  impatient  expectation,  I  was,  without  any  previous  warn¬ 
ing,  carried  into  the  country  by  my  father,  who  took  no 
notice  of  the  intelligence  he  had  received,  but  decoyed  me 
into  the  coach  on  pretence  of  taking  the  air  ;  and  when  we 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  Turnham  green,  gave  me  to  under¬ 
stand  that  he  would  dine  in  that  place. 

There  was  no  remedy  ;  I  w  as  obliged  to  bear  my  disap¬ 
pointment,  though  with  an  aching  heart,  and  followed  him 
up  stairs  into  an  apartment,  w  here  he  told  me  he  was  minutely 
informed  of  my  matrimonial  scheme.  I  did  not  attempt  to 
disguise  the  truth,  but  assured  him,  while  the  tears  gushed 
from  my  eyes,  that  my  w  ant  of  courage  alone  had  hindered 
me  from  making  him  privy  to  my  passion  ;  though  I  owned, 
I  should  have  married  Lord  W — m,  even  though  he  had 
disapproved  of  my  choice.  I  reminded  him  of  the  uneasy 
life  I  led  at  home,  and  frankly  acknowledged  that  I  loved  my 
admirer  too  well  to  live  without  him ;  though  if  he  would 
favour  me  with  his  consent,  I  would  defer  my  intention,  and 
punctually  observe  any  day  he  would  fix  for  our  nuptials. 
Meanwhile  I  begged  he  would  permit  me  to  send  a  message 
to  Lord-W — m,  who  was  waiting  in  expectation  of  my  com¬ 
ing,  and  might  (without  such  notice)  imagine  I  was  playing 
the  jilt.  lie  granted  this  last  request;  inconsequence  of 
which  I  sent  a'  letter  to  my  lover,  who,  when  he  received  it, 
had  almost  fainted  away,  believing  I  should  be  locked  up  in 
the  country,  and  snatched  for  ever  from  his  arms.  Tortured 
with  these  apprehensions,  he  changed  clothes  immediately, 
and,  taking  horse,  resolved  to  follow  me  whithersoever  w'e 
should  ago. 

After  dinner,  we  proceeded  as  far  as  Brentford,  where  we 
lay,  intending  to  be  at  my  father’s  country-house  next  night; 
and  my  admirer  putting  up  at  the  same  inn,  practised  every 
expedient  his  invention  could  suggest  to  procure  an  interview ; 
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but  all  his  endeavours  were  unsuccessful,  because  I,  who  little 
dreamed  of  his  being  so  near,  had  gone  to  bed  upon  our  first 
arrival,  overwhelmed  with  affliction  and  tears. 

In  the  morning  I  threw  myself  at  my  father’s  feet,  and  con¬ 
jured  him,  by  all  the  ties  of  paternal  affection,  to  indulge 
me  with  an  opportunity  of  seeing  my  admirer  once  more, 
before  I  should  be  conveyed  from  his  wishes.  The  melancho¬ 
ly  condition  in  which  I  preferred  this  supplication,  melted 
the  tender  heart  of  my  parent,  who  yielded  to  my  supplica¬ 
tions,  and  carried  me  back  to  town  for  that  purpose. 

Lord  W — m,  who  had  watched  our  motions,  and  arrived 
at  his  own  lodgings  before  we  arrived  at  my  father’s  house, 
obeyed  my  summons  on  the  instant,  and  appeared  before  me 
like  an  angel.  Our  faculties  were  for  some  minutes  suspend¬ 
ed  by  a  conflict  of  grief  and  joy.  At  length  I  recovered  the 
use  of  speech,  and  gave  him  to  understand,  that  I  was  come 
to  town  in  order  to  take  my  leave  of  him,  by  the  permission 
of  my  father,  whom  I  had  promised  to  attend  into  the  coun¬ 
try  next  day,  before  he  would  consent  to  my  return  ;  the  chief 
cause  and  pretence  of  which  was  my  earnest  desire  to  con¬ 
vince  him,  that  I  was  not  to  blame  for  the  disappointment 
he  had  suffered,  and  that  I  should  see  him  again  in  a  month, 
when  the  nuptial  knot  should  be  tied  in  spite  of  all  opposition. 

My  lover,  w  ho  was  better  acquainted  with  the  world,  had. 
well  nigh  run  distracted  with  this  information.  He  swore 
he  would  not  leave  me,  until  I  should  promise  to  meet  and 
marry  him  next  day ;  or,  if  I  refused  to  grant  that  request, 
he  would  immediately  leave  the  kingdom,  to  which  he  would 
never  more  return  ;  and,  before  his  departure,  sacrifice  Lord 

II —  B - ,  son  to  the  duke  of  S.  A - ,  who  was  the  only 

person  upon  earth  w  ho  could  have  betrayed  us  to  my  father, 
because  he  alone  was  trusted  with  the  secret  of  our  intended 
marriage,  and  had  actually  undertaken  to  give  me  away ;  an 
office  which  lie  afterwards  declined.  Lord  W — m  also  af¬ 
firmed,  that  my  father  decoyed  me  into  the  country,  with  a 
view  of  cooping  me  up,  and  sequestering  me  entirely  from 
his  view  and  correspondence. 

In  vain  I  pleaded  my  father's  well  known  tenderness,  and 

3 


s 


THE  A  I)YENTURE3  OF 


used  all  the  arguments  I  could  recollect  to  divert  him  fionr 
his  revenge  upon  Lord  II — .  lie  avas  (leaf  to  all  my  repre¬ 
sentations,  and  nothing,  I  found,  Avould  prevail  upon  him 
to  suppress  his  resentment,  but  a  positive  promise  to  comply 
Avith  his  former  desire.  I  told  him,  I  would  hazard  everv 
thing  to  make  him  happy' ;  but  could  not,  with  any  regard 
to  my  duty,  take  such  a  step  without  the  knowledge  of  my 
parent ;  or,  if  I  were  so  inclined,  it  would  be  impracticable  to 
elude  his  vigilance  and  suspicion.  However,  he  employed 
such  pathetic  remonstrances,  and  retained  such  a  powerful 
advocate  within  my  own  breast,  that,  before  ave  parted,  I 
assured  him,  my  whole  power  should  be  exerted  for  his  satis¬ 
faction  ;  and  he  signified  his  resolution  of  sitting  up  all  night, 
in  expectation  of  seeing  me  at  his  lodgings. 

He  had  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  went  into  the  next  room, 
and  desired  my  father  to  fix  a  day  for  the  marriage ;  in  which 
case,  1  would  cheerfully  wait  upon  him  into  the  country ; 
whereas,  should  he  deny  my  request,  oil  pretence  of  staying 
for  the  consent  of  my  mother’s  relations,  avhich  avas  very  un¬ 
certain,  I  would  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  marrying  Lord 
\V  — m,  cost  what  it  would.  He  consented  to  the  match, 
blit  avould  not  appoint  a  day  for  the  ceremony,  avhich  he  pro¬ 
posed  to  defer  until  all  parties  should  be  agreed;  and  such  a 
favourable  crisis,  I  feared,  would  never  happen. 

I  therefore  resolved  within  myself  to  gratify  my  lover’s  ex¬ 
pectation,  by  eloping,  if  possible,  that  very  night;  though 
the  execution  of  this  plan  was  extremely  difficult,  because 
my  father  avas  upon  the  alarm,  and  my  oavn  maid,  avho  was 
my  bedfelloav,  altogether  in  his  interest.  Notwithstanding 
these  considerations,  I  found  means  to  engage  one  oi  the 
house-maids  in  my  behalf,  who  bespoke  an  liackney-coach, 
to  be  kept  in  availing  all  night  ;  and  to  bed  I  went  with  myr 
Abigail,  whom  (as  I  had  not  closed  an  eye)  I  w  aked  about, 
five  in  the  morning,  and  sent  to  pack  up  some  things  for 
our  intended  journey'. 

While  she  avas  thus  employ  ed,  I  got  up,  and  huddled  on 
my  clothes,  standing  upon  my  pilloav,  lest  my  father,  avhu 
Iayr  in  the  chamber  below,  should  hear  me  afoot,  and  suspect 
my  design. 
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Having1  dressed  myself  with  great  dispatch  and  disorder,  J. 
flounced  down  stairs,  stalking  as  heavily  as  I  could  tread, 
that  he  might  mistake  me  for  one  of  the  servants ;  and  my 
confederate  opening  the  door,  I  sallied  out  into  the  street, 
though  J  knew  not  which  way  to  turn ;  and  to  my  unspeak¬ 
able  mortification,  neither  coach  nor  chair  appeared. 

Having  travelled  on  foot  a  good  way,  in  hope  of  finding 
a  convenience ;  and  being  not  only  disappointed  in  that  par¬ 
ticular,  but  also  bewildered  in  my  peregrination,  I  began 
to  be  exceedingly  alarmed  with  the  apprehension  of  being- 
met  by  some  person  who  might  know  me  ;  because,  in  that 
case,  my  design  would  undoubtedly  have  been  discovered, 
from  every  circumstance  of  my  appearance  at  that  time  of 
day ;  for  I  had  put  on  the  very  clothes  which  I  had  pulled 
off  over  night,  so  that  my  dress  was  altogether  odd  and  pecu¬ 
liar :  my  shoes  were  very  fine,  and  over  a  large  hoop  I  wore 
a  pink  satin  quilted  petticoat  trimmed  with  silver,  which  was 
partly  covered  by  a  white  dimity  night-gown,  a  full  quarter 
of  a  yard  too  short;  my  handkerchief  and  apron  were  hur¬ 
ried  on  without  pinning;  my  night -cap  could  not  contain, 
my  hair,  which  hung  about  my  ears  in  great  disorder,  and 
my  countenance  denoted  a  mixture  of  hope  and  fear,  joy 
and  shame. 

In  this  dilemma,  I  made  my  addresses  to  that  honourable 
member  of  society,  a  shoe-black,  whom  I  earnestly  entreat¬ 
ed  to  provide  me  with  a  coach  or  chair,  promising  to  re¬ 
ward  him  liberally  for  his  trouble  :  but  he,  having  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  be  lame,  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  my  pace  ; 
so  that,  by  his  advice  and  direction,  I  went  into  the  first 
public  house  I  found  open,  where  I  staid  sometime,  in  the 
utmost  consternation,  among  a  crew  of  wretches  whom  I 
thought  proper  to  bribe  for  their  civility,  not  without  the 
terror  of  being  stripped.  At  length,  however,  my  messenger 
returned  with  a  chair,  of  which  1  took  immediate  possession  ; 
and  fearing  that,  by  this  time,  my  family  would  be  alarmed, 
and  send  directly  to  Lord  W — m’s  lodgings,  I  ordered  myself 
to  be  carried  thither  backwards,  that  so  I  might  pass  undis¬ 
covered. 
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This  stratagem  succeeded  according  to  my  wish ;  I  ran  up 
stairs,  in  a  state  of  trepidation,  to  my  faithful  lover,  who 
waited  for  me  with  the  most  impatient  and  fearful  suspense. 
At  sight  of  me  his  eyes  lightened  with  transport ;  he  caught 
me  in  his  arms,  as  the  richest  present  Heaven  could  bestow ; 
gave  me  to  understand  that  my  father  had  already  sent  to  his 
lodgings  in  quest  of  me  ;  then  applauding  my  love  and  re¬ 
solution  in  the  most  rapturous  terms,  he  ordered  a  hackney- 
coach  to  be  called,  and,  that  we  might  run  no  risk  of  separ¬ 
ation,  attended  me  to  church,  where  we  were  lawfully  join¬ 
ed  in  the  sight  of  Heaven. 

His  fears  were  then  all  over,  but  mine  recurred  with  double 
aggravation  ;  I  dreaded  the  sight  of  my  father,  and  shared 
all  the  sorrow  lie  suffered  on  account  of  my  undutiful  beha¬ 
viour  ;  for  I  loved  him  with  such  piety  of  affection,  that  I 
would  have  endured  every  other  species  of  distress,  rather 
than  have  given  him  the  least  uneasiness ;  but  love  (where  he 
reigns  in  full  empire)  is  altogether  irresistible,  surmounts 
every  difficulty,  and  swallows  up  all  other  considerations. 
This  was  the  case  with  me ;  and  now  the  irrevocable  step 
Avas  taken,  my  first  care  was  to  avoid  his  sight.  With  this 
view,  I  begged  that  Lord  W — m  Avould  think  of  some  re¬ 
mote  place  in  the  country,  to  which  we  might  retire  for  the 
present ;  and  he  forthwith  conducted  me  to  a  house  on  Black- 
heath,  where  Ave  Avere  very  civilly  received  by  a  laughter- 
loving  dame,  who  seemed  to  mistake  me  for  one  of  ^her  oavii 
sisterhood. 

I  no  sooner  perceived  her  opinion,  than  I  desired  Lord 
W — m  to  undecei\re  her ;  upon  which  she  was  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  my  situation,  and  shewed  us  into 
a  private  room,  Avhere  I  called  for  pen  and  paper,  and  Avrote 
an  apology  to  my  father,  for  having  acted  contrary  to  his 
will  in  so  important  a  concern. 

This  task  being  performed,  the  bridegroom  gave  me  to 
understand,  that  there  Avas  a  necessity  for  our  being  bedded 
immediately,  in  order  to  render  the  marriage  binding,  lest 
my  father  should  discover  and  part  us  before  consummation. 
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1  pleaded  hard  for  a  respite  till  the  evening,  objecting  to  the 
indecency  of  going  to  bed  before  noon  ;  but  he  found  means 
to  invalidate  all  my  arguments,  and  to  convince  me  that  it 
■was  now  my  duty  to  obey.  Rather  than  hazard  the  imput¬ 
ation  of  being  obstinate  and  refractory  on  the  first  day  of 
my  probation,  I  suffered  myself  to  be  led  into  a  chamber, 
which  was  darkened  by  my  express  stipulation,  that  my  shame 
and  confusion  might  be  the  better  concealed,  and  yielded  to 
the  privilege  of  a  dear  husband,  who  loved  me  to  adoration. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  called  to  din¬ 
ner,  which  we  had  ordered  to  be  ready  at  four :  but  such  a 
paltry  care  had  been  forgot  amidst  the  transports  of  our  mu¬ 
tual  bliss.  We  got  up,  however,  and  when  we  came  down 
stairs,  1  was  ashamed  to  see  the  light  of  day,  or  meet  the 
eyes  of  my  beloved  lord.  I  ate  little,  said  less,  was  happy, 
though  overwhelmed  with  confusion,  underwent  a  thousand 
agitations,  some  of  which  w  ere  painful,  but  by  far  the  great¬ 
er  part  belonged  to  rapture  and  delight ;  w  e  were  imparadised 
in  the  gratification  of  our  mutual  wishes,  and  felt  all  that 
love  can  bestow,  and  sensibility  enjoy. 

In  the  twilight  we  returned  to  Lord  W — m’s  lodgings  in 
town,  where  I  received  a  letter  from  my  father,  importing 
that  he  would  never  sec  me  again.  But  there  was  once  cir¬ 
cumstance  in  his  manner  of  writing,  from  which  I  conceived 
a  happy  presage  of  his  future  indulgence.  He  had  begun 
with  his  usual  appellation  of  Dear  Fanny,  which,  though 
it  was  expunged  to  make  w'ay  for  the  word  Madam,  encou¬ 
raged  me  to  hope  that  his  paternal  fondness  was  not  yet  ex¬ 
tinguished. 

At  supper  we  were  visited  by  Lord  W — m’s  younger  sister, 
who  laughed  at  us  for  our  inconsiderate  match,  though  she 
owned  she  envied  our  happiness,  and  offered  me  the  use  of 
her  clothes  until  I  could  retrieve  my  own.  She  was  a  woman 
of  a  great  deal  of  humour,  plain,  but  genteel,  civil,  friendly, 
and  perfectly  well  bred.  She  favoured  us  with  her  company 
till  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  and  did  not  take  her 
leave  till  we  retired  to  our  apartment. 

As  our  lodgings  were  not  spacious  or  magnificent,  wc  re- 
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solved  to  see  little  company  ;  but  this  resolution  was  fras-» 
trated  by  the  numerous  acquaintance  of  Lord  W — m,  who 
let  in  half  the  town  ;  so  that  I  ran  the  gauntlet  for  a  whole 
week  among  a  set  of  w  its,  who  always  delight  in  teasing  a 
young  creature  of  any  note,  when  she  happens  to  make  such 
a  stolen  match.  Among  those  that  visited  us  upon  this  oc¬ 
casion  was  my  lord’s  younger  brother,  who  was  at  that  time 
in  keeping  with  a  rich  heiress  of  masculine  memory,  and 
took  that  opportunity  of  making  a  parade  with  his  equipage, 
which  was  indeed  very  magnificent,  but  altogether  disregard¬ 
ed  by  us,  whose  happiness  consisted  in  the  opulence  of  mu¬ 
tual  love. 

This  ceremony  of  reciving  visits  being  performed,  we  went 
to  wait  on  his  mother,  the  duchess  of  H — ,  who,  hearing  I 
was  an  heiress,  readily  forgive  her  son  for  marrying  without 
her  knowledge  and  consent,  and  favoured  us  with  a  very  cor¬ 
dial  reception ;  insomuch,  that  for  several  months,  we  dined 
almost  constantly  at  her  table ;  and  I  must  own,  I  always 
found  her  unaltered  in  her  civility  and  affection,  contrary 
to  her  general  character,  which  was  haughty  and  capricious. 
She  was  undoubtedly  a  woman  of  great  spirit  and  under¬ 
standing,  but  subject  to  an  infirmity  which  very  much  im¬ 
pairs  and  disguises  every  other  qualification. 

In  about  three  weeks  alter  our  marriage,  I  was  so  happy 
as  to  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  my  father,  to  whose  house  we 
repaired,  in  order  to  pay  our  respects  and  submission.  At 
sight  of  me  he  wept  ;  nor  did  I  behold  his  tears  unmoved  : 
my  heart  was  overcharged  with  tenderness  and  sorrow,  for 
having  offended  such  an  indulgent  parent ;  so  that  I  mingled 
my  tears  with  his,  while  my  dear  husband,  whose  soul  was 
of  the  softest  and  gentlest  mould,  melted  with  sympathy  at 
the  affecting  scene. 

Being  thus  reconciled  to  my  father,  we  attended  him  into 
the  country,  where  we  were  received  by  my  mother,  who  was 
a  sensible  good  woman,  though  not  susceptible  to  love,  and 
thexefore  less  apt  to  excuse  a  weakness  to  which  she  was  an 
utter  stranger.  This  was  likewise  the  case  with  an  uncle, 
from  whom  I  had  great  expectations.  He  was  a  plain  good- 
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natural  man,  and  treated  us  with  great  courtesy,  though  his 
notions,  in  point  of  love,  were  not  exactly  conformable  to 
ours.  Nevertheless,  I  was,  and  seemed  to  be  so  happy  in 
my  choice,  that  my  family  not  only  became  satislied  with 
the  match,  but  excedingly  fond  of  Lord  W — m. 

After  a  short  stay  with  them  in  the  country,  we  returned 
to  London,  in  order  to  be  introduced  at  court,  and  then  set 
out  for  the  north,  on  a  visit  to  my  brother-in-law  the  duke 
of  11 — ,  who  had,  by  a  letter  to  Lord  W — m,  invited  us 
to  his  habitation.  My  father  accordingly  equipped  us  with 
horses  and  money  ;  for  our  own  finances  were  extremely  slen¬ 
der,  consisting  only  of  a  small  pension,  allowed  by  his  grace, 
upon  whom  the  brothers  were  entirely  dependent,  the  father 
having  died  suddenly,  before  suitable  provision  could  be  made 
for  his  younger  children. 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  my  relations,  bidding  adieu  to 
my  paternal  home,  and  found  myself  launching  into  a  world 
of  care  and  trouble,  though  the  voyage  on  which  I  had  em¬ 
barked  was  altogether  voluntary,  and  my  companion,  the 
person  on  whom  I  doated  to  distraction,  1  could  not  help 
feeling  some  melancholy  sensations,  which,  however,  in  a 
little  time,  gave  way  to  a  train  of  more  agreeable  ideas.  I 
was  visited  in  tow  n  by  almost  all  the  women  of  fashion,  many 
of  whom,  I  perceived,  envied  me  the  possession  of  a  man 
who  had  made  strange  havoc  among  their  hearts,  and  some 
of  them  knew  the  value  of  his  favour.  One  in  particular 
endeavoured  to  cultivate  my  friendship  with  singular  marks 
of  regard  ;  but  I  thought  proper  to  discourage  her  advances, 
by  keeping  within  the  bounds  o(  bare  civility ;  and,  indeed, 
to  none  of  them  was  1  lavish  of  my  complaisance ;  for  I  de¬ 
dicated  my  w  hole  time  to  the  object  of  my  affection,  who  en¬ 
grossed  my  wishes  to  such  a  degree,  that  although  I  was 
never  jealous  (because  I  had  no  reason  to  be  so),  I  envied  the 
happiness  of  every  w  oman  w  hom  he  chanced  at  any  time  to 
hand  into  a  coach. 

The  duchess  of - ,  who  was  newly  married  to  the  earl 

of  P — ,  a  particular  friend  of  Lord  W — ’s,  carried  me  to 
court,  and  presented  me  to  the  queen,  who  expressed  her 
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approbation  of  my  person  in  very  particular  terms,  and  ob¬ 
served  the  satisfaction  that  appeared  in  my  countenance,  with 
marks  of  admiration  ;  desired  her  ladies  to  take  notice,  how 
little  happiness  depended  upon  wealth,  since  there  was  more 
joy  in  my  face  than  in  all  her  court  besides. 

Such  a  declaration  could  not  fail  to  overwhelm  me  with 
blushes,  which  her  majesty  seemed  to  behold  with  pleasure ; 
for  she  frequently  repeated  the  remark,  and  shewed  me  to  all 
the  foreigners  of  distinction,  with  many  gracious  expressions 
of  favour.  She  wished  Lord  W — m  happiness  instead  of 
joy,  and  was  pleased  to  promise,  that  she  would  provide  for 
her  pretty  beggars :  and  poor  enough  we  certainly  were  in 
every  article  but  love.  Nevertheless,  we  felt  no  necessities, 
but  passed  the  summer  in  a  variety 'of  pleasures  and  parties  ; 
the  greatest  part  of  which  were  planned  by  Lord  W — m’s 
sister  and  another  lady,  who  was  at  that  time  mistress  to  the 
prime  minister.  The  first  was  a  wit,  but  homely  in  her  per¬ 
son  ;  flic  other  a  woman  of  great  beauty  and  masculine  un¬ 
derstanding  ;  and  a  particular  friendship  subsisted  between 
them,  though  they  were  both  lovers  of  power  and  admiration. 

This  lady,  who  sat  at  the  helm,  was  extremely  elegant,  as 
well  as  expensive  in  her  diversions,  in  many  of  which  we 
bore  a  share,  particularly  in  her  parties  upon  the  water,  which 
were  contrived  in  all  the  magnificence  of  taste.  In  the  course 
of  these  amusements,  a  trifling  circumstance  occurred,  which 
I  shall  relate  as  an  instance  of  that  jealous  sensibility  which 
characterized  Lord  W — m’s  disposition.  A  large  company 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen  having  agreed  to  dine  at  Vauxhall, 
and  sup  at  Marblehall,  where  we  proposed  to  conclude  the 
evening  with  a  dance,  one  barge  being  insufficient  to  contain 
the  whole  company,  we  were  divided  by  lots;  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  my  husband  and  I  were  parted.  This  se¬ 
paration  was  equally  mortifying  to  us  both,  who,  though 
married,  were  still  lovers ;  and  my  chagrin  increased  when  I 

perceived  that  I  w  as  doomed  to  sit  by  Sir  W —  Y - -,  a  man 

of  professed  gallantry  ;  for,  although  Lord  W — m  had,  be¬ 
fore  his  marriage,  made  his  addresses  to  every  w  oman  he  saw, 
I  knew  very  well  he  did  not  desire  that  any  person  should 
make  love  to  his  wife. 
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That  I  might  not,  therefore,  give  umbrage,  by  talking  to 
this  gallant,  I  conversed  with  a  Scotch  nobleman,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  common  report,  had  formerly  sighed  among  my 
admirers :  by  these  means,  in  seeking  to  avoid  one  error,  I 
unwittingly  plunged  myself  into  a  greater,  and  disobliged 
Lord  W — m  so  much,  that  he  could  not  conceal  his  dis¬ 
pleasure  ;  nay,  so  deeply  was  he  offended  at  my  conduct, 
that,  in  the  evening,  when  the  ball  began,  he  would  scarce 
deign  to  take  me  by  the  hand  in  the  course  of  dancing,  and 
darted  such  unkind  looks,  as  pierced  me  to  the  very  soul. 
What  augmented  my  concern,  was  my  ignorance  of  the  tres¬ 
pass  I  had  committed.  I  was  tortured  with  a  thousand  un¬ 
easy  reflections ;  I  began  to  fear  that  I  had  mistaken  his  tem¬ 
per,  and  given  my  heart  to  a  man  who  was  tired  of  posses¬ 
sion  ;  though  I  resolved  to  bear  without  complaining  the  mis¬ 
fortune  1  had  entailed  upon  myself. 

I  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him,  and  there¬ 
by  discovered  the  cause  of  his  chagrin ;  but,  as  there  was 
no  time  for  expostulation,  the  misunderstanding  continued 
on  his  side,  with  such  evident  marks  of  uneasiness,  that  every 
individual  of  the  company  made  up  to  me,  and  inquired 
about  the  cause  of  his  disorder  ;  so  that  I  was  fain  to  amuse 
their  concern,  by  saying,  that  he  had  been  ill  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  and  dancing  did  not  agree  with  his  constitution.  So 
much  was  he  incensed  by  this  unhappy  circumstance  of  my 
conduct,  which  was  void  of  all  intention  to  offend  him,  that 
he  determined  to  be  revenged  of  me  for  my  indiscretion,  and 
at  supper,  chancing  to  sit  between  two  very  handsome  ladies 
(one  of  whom  is  lately  dead,  and  the  other,  at  present,  my 
neighbour  in  the  country),  he  affected  an  air  of  gaiety,  and 
openly  coquetted  with  them  both. 

This  was  not  the  only  punishment  he  inflicted  on  his  in¬ 
nocent  wife.  In  the  course  of  our  entertainment,  we  enga¬ 
ged  in  some  simple  diversion,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
gentlemen  were  ordered  to  salute  the  ladies  ;  when  Lord 
W — m,  in  performing  this  command,  unkindly  neglected 
me  m  mv  turn ;  and  I  had  occasion  for  all  my  discretion  and 
pride,  to  conceal  from  the  company  the  agonies  I  felt  at  this 
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mark  of  indifference  and  disrespect.  However,  I  obtained 
the  victory  over  myself,  and  pretended  to  laugh  at  his  hus¬ 
band-like  behaviour,  while  the  tears  stood  in  my  eyes,  and 
my  heart  swelled  even  to  bursting. 

We  broke  up  about  five,  after  having  spent  the  most  te¬ 
dious  evening  I  had  ever  known  ;  and  this  offended  lover 
went  to  bed  in  a  state  of  sullen  silence  and  disgust.  What¬ 
ever  desire  I  had  to  come  to  an  explanation,  I  thought  my¬ 
self  so  much  aggrieved  by  his  unreasonable  prejudice,  that 
I  could  not  prevail  upon  myself  to  demand  a  conference,  till 
after  his  first  nap,  when  my  pride  giving  way  to  my  tender¬ 
ness,  I  clasped  him  in  my  arms,  though  he  pretended  to  dis¬ 
courage  these  advances  of  my  love :  I  asked  how  he  could 
be  so  unjust  as  to  take  umbrage  at  my  civility  to  a  man  whom 
lie  knew  I  had  refused  for  his  sake  ?  I  chid  him  for  his  bar¬ 
barous  endeavours  to  awake  my  jealousy,  and  used  such  ir¬ 
resistible  arguments  in  my  own  vindication,  that  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  my  innocence,  sealed  my  acquittal  with  a  kind 
embrace,  and  we  mutually  enjoyed  the  soft  transports  of  a 
fond  reconciliation. 

Never  was  passion  more  eager,  delicate,  or  unreserved, 
than  that  which  glowed  within  our  breasts.  Far  from  be¬ 
ing  cloyed  with  the  possession  of  each  other,  our  raptures 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  term  of  our  union.  When  we 
were  parted,  though  but  for  a  few  hours,  by  the  necessary 
avocations  of  life,  we  were  unhappy  during  that  brief  separ¬ 
ation,  and  met  again,  like  lovers  who  knew  no  joy  but  in 
one  another’s  presence.  How  many  delicious  evenings  did 
we  spend  together,  in  our  little  apartment,  after  we  had  or¬ 
dered  the  candles  to  be  taken  away,  that  we  might  enjoy  the 
agreeable  reflection  of  the  moon  in  a  fine  summer’s  evening. 
Such  a  mild  and  solemn  scene  naturally  disposes  the  mind 
to  peace  and  benevolence  ;  but  when  improved  with  the  con¬ 
versation  of  the  man  one  loves,  it  fills  the  imagination  with 
ideas  of  ineffable  delight!  For  my  own  part,  1  can  safely 
say,  my  heart  was  so  wholly  engrossed  by  my  husband,  that 
I  never  took  pleasure  in  any  diversion  where  he  w'as.  not 
personally  concerned  ;  nor  was  I  ever  guilty  of  one  thought 
repugnant  to  my  duty  and  my  love. 
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In  the  autumn  we  set  out  for  the  north,  and  were  met  on 
the  road  by  the  duke  and  twenty  gentlemen,  who  conducted 

us  to  II - 1',  where  we  lived  in  all  imaginable  splendour. 

Ilis  grace,  at  that  time,  maintained  above  an  hundred  serv¬ 
ants,  with  a  band  of  music,  which  always  performed  at  dim 
ner,  kept  open  table,  and  was  visited  by  a  great  deal  of  com¬ 
pany.  The  economy  of  his  house  was  superintended  by  his 
eldest  sister,  a  beautiful  young  lady  of  an  amiable  temper, 
with  whom  I  soon  contracted  an  intimate  friendship.  She 
and  the  duke  used  to  rally  me  upon  my  fondness  for  Lord 
W — m,  who  wras  a  sort  of  an  humourist,  and  apt  to  be  in 
a  pet,  in  which  case  he  would  leave  the  company  and  go  to 
bed  by  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  On  these  occasions, 
1  always  disappeared,  giving  up  every  consideration  to  that 
of  pleasing  my  husband,  notwithstanding  the  ridicule  of  his 
relations,  who  taxed  me  with  having  spoiled  him  with  too 
much  indulgence.  Hut  how  could  I  express  too  much  tender¬ 
ness  and  condescension  for  a  man,  who  doated  upon  me  to 
such  excess,  that,  when  business  obliged  him  to  leave  me, 
he  always  snatched  the  first  opportunity  to  return,  and  often 
rode  through  darkness,  storms,  and,  tempests  to  my  arms  ? 

-  Having  staid  about  seven  months  in  this  place,  I  found 
myself  in  a  fair  way  of  being  a  mother  ;  and,  that  I  might 
be  near  my  own  relations,  in  such  an  interesting  situation,  I 

and  my  dear  companion  departed  from  H - n,  not  without 

great  reluctance ;  for  I  was  fond  of  the  Scots  in  general,  w  ho 
treated  me  with  great  hospitality  and  respect ;  and  to  this 
day,  they  pay  me  the  compliment  of  saying,  I  was  one  of 
the  best  wives  in  that  country  ;  w  hich  is  so  justly  celebrated 
for  good  women. 

Lord  W — m,  having  attended  me  to  my  father’s  house, 
was  obliged  to  return  to  Scotland,  to  support  his  interest  in 
being  elected  member  of  parliament ;  so  that  he  took  his 
leave  of  me,  with  a  full  resolution  of  seeing  me  again  before 
the  time  of  my  lying-in  ;  and  all  the  comfort  I  enjoyed  in 
his  absence,  was  the  perusal  of  his  letters,  which  I  punctual¬ 
ly  received,  together  with  those  of  his  sister,  who,  from  time 
to  time,  favoured  me  with  assurances  of  his  constancy  and 
Vol.  II.  B 
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devotion.  Indeed,  tbc.sc  testimonials  were  necessary  to  one 
of  my  disposition  ;  lor  I  was  none  of  those  who  could  be 
contented  with  half  an  heart.  I  could  not  even  spare  one 
complacent  look  to  any  other  woman,  but  expected  the  un¬ 
divided  homage  of  his  love.  Had  I  been  disappointed  in 
this  expectation,  I  should  (though  a  wife)  have  rebelled  or 
died. 

Meanwhile  my  parents  treated  me  with  great  tenderness, 
intending  that  Lord  \V — m  should  be  settled  in  a.  house  of 
liis  own,  and  accommodated  with  my  fortune,  and  his  ex¬ 
pectations  from  the  queen  were  very  sanguine,  when  I  was 
taken  ill ,  and  delivered  of  a  dead  child — an  event  which  af- 
lected  me  extremely.  W  hen  i  understood  the  extent  of  my 
misfortune,  my  heart  throbbed  with  such  violence,  that  my 
breast  could  scarce  contain  it  ;  and  my  anxiety,  being  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  absence  of  my  lord,  produced  a  dangerous 
fever,  of  which  he  was  no  sooner,  apprised  by  letter,  than  lie 
came  post  from  Scotland  ;  but,  before  his  arrival,  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  in  a  fair  way. 

During  this  journey,  he  was  tortured  with  all  that  terrible 
suspencc  which  prevails  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  in 
danger  of  losing  that  which  is  most  dear  to  them  ;  and, 
when  he  entered  the  house,  was  so  much  overwhelmed  with 
apprehension,  that  he  durst  not  inquire  about  the  stale  of 
my  health. 

As  for  my  part,  I  never  closed  an  eye  from  the  time  on 
which  1  expected  his  return  ;  and,  when  1  heard  his  voice, 
I  threw  open  my  curtains,  and  sat  up  in  the  bed  to  receive 
him,  though  at  the  hazard  of  my  life.  He  run  towards  me 
with  all  the  eagerness  of  passion,  and  clasped  me  in  his 
arms  ;  lie  kneeled  by  the  bedside,  kissed  my  hand  a  thousand 
times,  ar#l  wept  with  transports  of  tenderness  and  joy.  In 
short,  this  meeting  was  so  pathetic  as  to  overcome  my  en¬ 
feebled  constitution,  and  we  were  parted  by  those  who  were 
wiser  than  ourselves,  and  saw  that  nothing  was  so  proper  for 
us  as  a  little  repose. 

But  how  shall  I  relate  the  deplorable  transition  from  en¬ 
vied  happiness  to  excess  of  misery  which  1  now  sustained  1 
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lily  month  was  hardly  lip,  when  my  dear  husband  was  taken 
ill ;  perhaps  the  fatigue  of  body,  as  well  as  mind,  which  he 
had  undergone  on  my  account,  occasioned  a  fatal  ferment  in 
his  blood,  and  his  health  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  love.  Physi¬ 
cians  were  called  from  London  ;  but,  alas  !  they  brought  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery.  By  their  advice,  he  was  removed  to 
town,  for  the  convenience  of  being  punctually  attended. 
Every  moment  was  too  precious  to  be  thrown  away  ;  he  was 
therefore  immediately  put  into  the  coach,  though  the  day 
was  far  spent ;  and,  I  though  exceedingly  weak,  accompanied 
him  in  the  journey,  which  was  performed  by  the  light  of 
flambeaux,  and  rendered  unspeakably  shocking  by  the  dis¬ 
mal  apprehension  of  losing  him  every  moment. 

At  length,  however,  we  arrived  at  our  lodgings  in  Pall- 
Mall,  where  I  lay  by  him  on  the  floor,  and  attended  the  issue 
of  his  distemper  in  all  the  agonies  of  horror  and  despair. 
In  a  little  time  his  malady  settled  i»pon  his  brain,  and,  in 
his  delirium,  lie  uttered  such  dreadful  exclamations,  as  were 
sufficient  to  pierce  the  most  savage  heart.  What  effect  then 
must  they  have  had  on  mine,  w  hich  was  fraught  with  every 
sentiment  of  the  most  melting  affection  !  It  was  not  a  com¬ 
mon  grief  that  took  possession  of  my  soul ;  I  felt  all  the  ag¬ 
gravation  of  the  most  acute  distress.  1  sometimes  ran  down 
to  the  street  in  a  fit  of  distraction  :  I  sent  for  the. doctors 
every  minute  :  1  wearied  Heaven  with  my  prayers.  Even 
now  my  heart  aches  at  the  remembrance  of  what  I  suffered, 
and  I  cannotj  without  trembling,  proceed  with  the  woful 
story. 

After  having  lain  insensible  some  days,  he  recovered  the 
use  of  speech,  and  called  upon  my  name,  which  he  had  a- 
thousand  times  repeated  while  he  was  bereft  of  reason.  All 
hopes  of  his  life  were  now  relinquished,  and  I  was  led  to  his 
bed  side  to  receive  his  last  adieu,  being  directed  to  summon 
all  my  fortitude,  and  suppress  my  sorrow,  that  he  might  not 
be  disturbed  by  my  agitation.  I  collected  all  my  resolution 
to  support  me  in  this  affecting  scene.  I  saw  my  dear  lord  in 
extremity.  The  beauties  of  his  youth  were  all  decayed  :  yet 
his  eyes,  though  languid,  retained  unspeakable  sweetness  and 
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expression.  He  felt  his  end  approaching,  put  forth  his  hand, 
and  with  a  look  full  of  complacency  and  benevolence,  utter¬ 
ed  such  a  tender  tale - Good  Heaven  !  how  had  I  deserv¬ 

ed  such  accumulated  affliction  ! — the  bare  remembrance  of 
which  now  melts  me  into  tears.  Human  nature  could  not 
undergo  my  situation  without  suffering,  an  ecstacy  of  grief! 
I  clasped  him  in  my  arms,  and  kissed  him  a  thousand  times, 
w  ith  the  most  violent  emotions  of  woe  :  but  I  was  torn  from 
his  embrace,  and  in  a  little  time  he  was  ravished  for  ever 
from  my  view. 

On  that  fatal  morning,  which  put  a  period  to  his  life,  I 

saw  the  duchess  of  L - approach  my  bed,  and,  from  her 

appearance,  concluded  that  he  was  no  more  ;  yet  i  begged 
she  would  not  confirm  the  unhappy  presage  by  announcing 
his  death  ;  and  she  accordingly  preserved  the  most  emphatic 
silence.  I  got  up,  and  trod  softly  over  his  head,  as  if  I  had 
been  afraid  of  interrupting  his  repose.  Alas  !  he  was  no 
longer  sensible  of  such  disturbance.  I  was  seized  with  a 
stupefaction  of  sorrow  :  I  threw  up  the  window,  and,  look¬ 
ing  around,  thought  the  sun  shone  with  the  most  dismal  as¬ 
pect  :  every  thing  was  solitary,  cheerless,  and  replete  with 
horror. 

In  this  condition  I  was,  by  the  direction  of  my  friend, 
conveyed  to  her  house,  where  my  faculties  were  so  over¬ 
powered  by  the  load  of  anguish  which  oppressed  me,  that  I 
know  not  what  passed  during  the  first  days  of  my  unhappy 
widowhood  :  this  only  I  know,  the  kind  duchess  treated  me 
with  all  imaginable  care  and  compassion,  and  carried  me  to 
her  country-house,  where  1  staid  some  months ;  during 
which,  she  endeavoured  to  comfort  me  with  all  the  amuse¬ 
ments  she  could  invent,  and  laid  me  under  such  obligations 
as  shall  never  be  erased  from  my  remembrance  :  yet,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  her  care  and  concern,  1  was,  by  my  excess 
ot  grief,  plunged  into  a  languishing  distemper,  for  which 
my  physicians  advised  me  to  drink  the  Bath  waters. 

In  compliance  with  this  prescription,  I  went  thither  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  summer,  and  found  some  benefit  by  adher¬ 
ing  to  their  directions.  Though  I  seldom  went  abroad,  ex- 
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ccpt  when  I  visited  my  sister-in-law,  who  was  there  with  the 
princess;  and,  upon  these  occasions,  I  never  failed  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  company,  who  were  struck,  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  such  a  young  creature  in  weeds  :  nor  was  1  free 
from  the  persecution  of  professed  admirers  ;  but,  being  dead 
to  all  joy,  I  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  adulation. 

About  Christmas  I  repaired  to  my  father’s  house,  where 
my  sorrows  were  revived  by  every  object  that  recalled  the 
idea  of  my  dear  lamented  lord.  But  these  melancholy  re¬ 
flections  I  was  obliged  to  bear,  because  I  had  no  other  home 
or  habitation,  being  left  an  unprovided  widow,  altogether 
dependant  on  the  affection  of  my  own  family. 

During  this  winter,  divers  overtures  were  made  to  my 
father,  by  people  who  demanded  me  in  marriage  ;  but  my 
heart  was  not  yet  sufficiently  weaned  from  my  former  passion 
to  admit  the  thoughts  of  another  master.  Among  those  that 
presented  their  proposals  was  a  certain  young  nobleman, 
wdio,  upon  the  first  news  of  Lord  W — m’s  death,  came 
post  from  Paris,  in  order  to  declare  his  passion.  He  made 
his  first  appearance  in  a  hired  chariot  and  six,  accompanied 
by  a  big  fat  fellow,  whom  (as  I  afterwards  learned)  he  had 
engaged  to  sound  his  praises,  with  a  promise  of  a  thousand 
pounds,  in  lieu  of  which  he  paid  him  with  forty.  Whether 
it  was  with  a  view  of  screening  himself  from  the  cold,  or  of 
making  a  comfortable  medium  in  case  of  being  overturned, 
and  falling  under  his  weighty  companion,  I  know  not ;  but 
certain  it  is,  the  carriage  was  stuffed  with  hay,  in  such  a 
manner,  that,  when  he  arrived,  the  servants  were  at  some 
pains  in  rummaging  and  removing  it,  before  they  could 
■come  at  their  master,  or  help  him  to  alight.  When  he  was 
lifted  out  of  the  chariot,  he  exhibited  a  very  ludicrous  figure 
to  the  view  :  he  was  a  thin,  meagre,  shivering  creature,  of  a 
low  stature,  with  little  black  eyes,  a  long  nose,  sallow  com¬ 
plexion,  and  pitted  with  the  small-pox  ;  dressed  in  a  coat  of 
light  brown  freeze,  lined  with  pink-coloured  shag,  a  mon¬ 
strous  solitaire  and  bag,  and  (if  1  remember  right)  a  pair  of 
huge  jackboots.  In  a  word,  his  whole  appearance  was  so 
little  calculated  for  inspiring  love,  that  I  had  (on  the  strength 
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of  seeing  him  once  before  at  Oxford)  set  him  down  as  the 
last  man  on  earth  whom  I  would  choose  to  wed  ;  and  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  that  he  was  in  a  every  particular  the  re¬ 
verse  of  my  late  husband. 

As  my  father  was  not  at  home,  he  staid  but  one  evening, 
and  left  his  errand  with  my  mother,  to  whom  lie  was  as  dis¬ 
agreeable  as  to  myself ;  so  that  his  proposal  was  absolutely 
•rejected,  and  I  heard  no  more  of  him  during  the  space  of 
three  whole  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  I  went  to 
town,  where  this  mortifying  figure  presented  itself  again, 
and  renewed  his  suit,  offering  such  advantageous  terms  of 
settlement,  that* my  father  began  to  relish  the  match,  and 
warmly  recommended  it  to  my  consideration. 

Lord  W — m's  relations  advised  me  to  embrace  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  making  myself  independent  :  all  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  plied  me  with  arguments  to  the  same  purpose  :  I  Avas 
uneasy  at  home,  and  indifferent  to  all  mankind.  I  weighed 
the  motives  with  the  objections,  and  with  reluctance  yielded 
to  the  importunity  of  my  friends. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination,  the  little  gentleman 
was  permitted  to  visit  me ;  and  the  manner  of  his  address 
did  not  at  all  alter  the  opinion  I  had  conceived  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  and  understanding.  I  Avas  even  shocked  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  marrying  a  man  whom  I  could  not  love  ;  and,  in  or¬ 
der  to  disburden  my  own  conscience,  took  an  opportunity"  of 
telling  him,  one  evening,  as  avc  sat  opposite  to  each  other,  that 
it  Avas  not  in  my  power  to  command  my  affection,  and  there¬ 
fore  he  could  not  expect  the  possession  of  my  heart,  Lord 
W — m’s  indulgence  having  spoiled  me  for  a  Avife  ;  never¬ 
theless,  I  would  endeavour  to  contract  a  friendship  for  him, 
Avhicli  would  entirely  depend  upon  his  own  behaviour ! 

To  this  declaration  he  replied  (to  my  great  surprise),  that 
he  did  not  desire  me  to  love  him — my  friendship  was  suffi¬ 
cient  ;  and  next  day  repeated  this  strange  instance  of  mo¬ 
deration  in  a  letter,  Avbich  I  communicated  to  my  sister, 
who  laughed  heartily  at  the  contents,  and  persuaded  me, 
that  since  I  could  1oafc  no  man,  he  Avas  the  properest  person 
to  be  my  husband. 


PEREGRINE  PICKEE. 


25 


Accordingly,  (lie  wedding  clothes  and  equipage  being  pre¬ 
pared,  the  day — the  fatal  day — was  fixed! — on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  which  I  went  to  the  house  of  my  brother-in-law, 

Duke  II - ,  who  loved  me  tenderly,  and  took  my  leave  of 

the  family,  a  family  which  I  shall  always  remember  with 
love,  honour,  and  esteem.  Ills  grace  received  me  in  the 
most  affectionate  manner,  saying  at  parting,  £  Lady  W — , 
if  he  docs  not  use  you  well,  I  will  take  you  back  again.’ 

The  bridegroom  and  I  met  at  Ox — d  chapel,  where  the 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  bishop  of  W - ,  in  pre¬ 

sence  of  his  lordship’s  mother,  my  father,  and  another  lady. 
The  nuptial  knot  being  tied,  we  set  out  for  my  father’s  house 
in  the  Country,  and  proceeded  full  twenty  miles  on  our 
journey  before  my  lord  opened  his  mouth,  my  thoughts 
having  been  all  that  time  employed  on  something  quite  fo¬ 
reign  to  1115  present  situation ;  for  I  was  then  but  a  giddy 
girl  of  eighteen.  At  length  my  father  broke  silence,  and 
clapping  his  lordship  on  the  shoulder,  told  him  he  was  but 
a  dull  bridegroom  ;  upon  which  my  lord  gave  him  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  he  was  out  of  spirits.  This  dejection  continued 
all  the  day,  notwithstanding  the  refreshment  of  a  plentiful 
dinner,  w  hich  he  ate  upon  the  road  ;  and  in  the  evening  wc 
arrived  at  the  place  of  our  destination,  where  we  were  kind¬ 
ly  received  by  my  mother,  though  she  had  no  liking  to  the 
match  ;  and,  after  supper  we  retired  to  our  apartment. 

It  was  here  that  1  had  occasion  to  perceive  the  most  dis¬ 
agreeable  contrast  between  my  present  help-mate  and  my 
former  lord.  Instead  of  flying  to  my  arms  with  all  the 
eagerness  of  love  and  rapture,  this  manly  representative  sat 
moping  in  a  corner,  like  a  criminal  on  execution  day,  and 
owned  he  was  ashamed  to  bed  with  a  woman  whose  hand 
lie  had  scarce  ever  touched. 

I  could  not  help  being  affected  with  this  pusillanimous  be¬ 
haviour!  I  remembered  Lord  W — m,  while  I  surveyed  the 
object  before  me,  and  made  such  a  comparison  as  tilled  me 
with  horror  and  disgust;  nay,  to  such  a  degree  did  my  aver¬ 
sion  to  this  phantom  prevail,  that  I  began  to  sweat  with  an¬ 
guish  at  the  thought  of  being  subjected  to  his  pleasure  ;  and 
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■when,  after  a  long  hesitation,  lie  ventured  to  approach  me, 
I  trembled  as  if  I  had  been  exposed  to  the  embraces  of  a 
rattle-snake.  Nor  did  the  efforts  of  his  love  diminish  this 
antipathy.  His  attempts  were  like  the  pawings  of  an  imp, 
sent  from  hell  to  seize  and  torment  some  guilty  wretch,  such 
as  are  exhibited  in  some  dramatic  performance,  which  I  ne¬ 
ver  see  acted  without  remembering  my  wedding-night.  By 
such  shadowy,  unsubstantial,  vexatious  behaviour  was  I 
tantalized,  and  robbed  of  my  repose  ;  and  early  next  morn¬ 
ing  I  got  up,  with  a  most  sovereign  contempt  for  my  bed¬ 
fellow,  who  indulged  himself  in  bed  till  eleven. 

Having  passed  a  few  days  in  this  place,  I  went  home  with 
him  to  his  house  at  Twickenham,  and  soon  after  we  were 
presented  at  court,  when  the  queen  was  pleased  to  say  to 
my  lord’s  mother,  she  did  not  doubt  that  we  should  be  an 
happy  couple,  for  I  had  been  a  good  wife  to  my  former  hus¬ 
band.  Whatever  deficiencies  I  had  to  complain  of  in  my 
new  spouse,  lie  was  not  wanting  in  point  of  liberality.  I 
was  presented  with  a  very  fine  chariot,  studded  with  silver 
nails,  and  such  a  profusion  of  jewels  as  furnished  a  joke  to 
some  of  my  acquaintance,  w  ho  observed,  that  I  was  former¬ 
ly  queen  of  hearts,  but  nowr  metamorphosed  into  the  queen 
of  diamonds.  I  now  also  had  an  opportunity  (which  1  did 
not  let  slip)  of  paying  Lord  W — m’s  debts  from  my  privy 
purse ;  and  on  that  score  received  the  thanks  of  his  elder 
brother,  who,  (though  he  had  undertaken  to  discharge  them) 
delayed  the  execution  of  his  purpose  longer  than  I  thought 
they  should  remain  unpaid.  This  uncommon  splendour  at¬ 
tracted  the  eyes  and  envy  of  my  competitors,  who  were  the 
more  implacable  in  their  resentments,  because,  notw  ithstand¬ 
ing  my  marriage,  I  was  as  much  as  ever  followed  by  the 
men  of  gallantry  and  pleasure,  among  whom  it  is  a  con¬ 
stant  maxim,  that  a  woman  never  withholds  her  affections 
from  her  husband  without  an  intention  to  bestow  them  some- 
where  else.  I  never  appeared  without  a  train  of  admirers, 
and  my  house  in  the  country  was  always  crowded  with  gay 
young  men  of  qualify. 

•  Among  those  who  cultivated  my  good  graces  with  the 
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greatest  skill  and  assiduity,  were  the  earl  C -  and  Mr. 

,  brother  to  Lord  F - .  The  former  of  whom,  in  the 

course  of  his  addresses,  treated  me  with  an  entertainment  of 
surprising  magnificence,  disposed  into  a  dinner,  supper, 
and  ball,  to  which  1,  at  his  desire,  invited  eleven  ladies, 
whom  he  paired  with  the  like  number  of  his  own  sex  ;  so 
that  the  whole  company  amounted  to  twenty-four.  We 
were  regaled  with  a  most  elegant  dinner,  in  an  apartment 
which  was  altogether  superb,  and  served  by  gentlemen  only, 
no  livery  servant  being  permitted  to  come  within  the  door. 
In  the  afternoon,  we  embarked  in  two  splendid  barges,  being 
attended  by  a  band  of  music  in  a  third  ;  and  enjoyed  a  de¬ 
lightful  evening  upon  the  river  till  the  twilight,  when  we 
returned  and  began  the  ball,  which  was  conducted  with  such 
order  and  taste,  that  mirth  and  good  humour  prevailed.  No 
dissatisfaction  appeared,  except  in  the  countenance  of  one 

old  maid,  since  married  to  a  son  of  the  duke  of - , 

who,  though  she  would  not  refuse  to  partake  of  such  an 
agreeable  entertainment,  was  displeased  that  I  should  have 
the  honour  of  inviting  her.  O  baleful  envy  !  thou  self-tor¬ 
menting  fiend!  how  dost  thou  predominate  in  all  assem¬ 
blies,  from  the  grand  gala  of  a  court,  to  the  meeting  of 
simple  peasants  at  their  harvest-home !  Nor  is  the  prevalence 
of  this  sordid  passion  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  consider  the 
weakness,  pride,  and  vanity,  of  our  sex.  The  presence  of 
one  favourite  man  shall  poison  the  enjoyment  of  a  whole 
company,  and  produce  the  most  rancorous  enmity  betwixt 
the  closest  friends. 

I  danced  with  the  master  of  the  ball,  who  employed  all 
the  artillery  of  his  eloquence  in  making  love;  yet  I  did  not 
listen  to  his  addresses,  for  he  was  not  to  my  taste,  though  he 
possessed  an  agreeable  person,  and  a  good  acquired  under¬ 
standing;  but.  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  that  gentle  prevail¬ 
ing  art  which  I  afterwards  experienced  in  Mr.  S - ,  and 

which  was  the  only  method  he  could  have  successfully  prac¬ 
tised,  in  seducing  a  young  woman  like  me,  born  with  senti¬ 
ments  of  honour,  and  trained  up  in  the  paths  of  religion 
and  virtue.  This  young  gentleman  was  indeed  absolutely 
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master  of  (hose  insinuating  qualifications  which  few  women 
of  passion  and  sensibility  can  resist;  and  had  a  person  every 
way  adapted  for  profiting  by  these  insidious  talents.  He  w  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  human  heart,  conscious  of  his  ow  n 
power  and  capacity,  and  exercised  these  endowments  w  ith 
unwearied  perseverance.  He  was  tall  and  thin,  of  a  shape 
and  size  perfectly  agreeable  to  my  taste,  w  ith  large  blue  elo¬ 
quent  eyes,  good  teed),  and  a  long  head,  turned  to  gal¬ 
lantry.  His  behaviour  was  the  standard  of  politeness,  and 
all  his  advances  were  conducted  with  the  most  profound  re¬ 
spect;  which  is  the  most  effectual  expedient  a  man  can  use 
against  us,  if  ho  can  find  means  to  persuade  us  that  it  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  excess  and  delicacy  of  his  passion.  It  is  no 
other  than  a  silent  compliment,  by  which  our  accomplish¬ 
ments  are  continually  flattered,  and  pleases  in  proportion  to 
the  supposed  understanding  of  him  who  pays  it. 

By  these  arts  and  advantages  this  consummate  politician 
in  love  began  by  degrees  to  sap  the  foundations  of  my  conju¬ 
gal  faith  ;  lie  stole  imperceptibly  into  my  affection,  and  by 
dint  of  opportunity,  which  he  well  knew  how  to  improve, 
triumphed  at  last  over  all  his  rivals. 

Nor  was  he  the  only  person  that  disputed  my  heart  with 
Earl  C — .  That  nobleman  was  also  rivalled  bv  Lord  C — 

H - ,  a  Scotchman,  who  had  been  an  intimate  and  relation 

of  my  former  husband.  Him  I  would  have  preferred  to 
most  of  his  competitors,  and  actually  ‘coquetted  with  him 
for  some  time  :  but  the  amour  was  interrupted  by  his  going 
to  Ireland;  upon  which  occasion,  understanding  that  he 
was  but  indifferently  provided  with  money,  I  made  him  a 
present  of  a  gold  snuff-box, <  in  which  was  inclosed  a  bank¬ 
note  ;  a  trifling  mark  of  my  esteem,  which  lie  afterwards 
justified  by  the  most  grateful,  friendly,  and  genteel  behavi¬ 
our  ;  and  as  we  corresponded  by  letters,  I  frankly  told  him, 

that  Mr.  S - had  stepped  in,  and  won  the  palm  from  all 

the  rest  of  my  admirers. 

This  new  favourite’s  mother  and  sisters,  who  lived  in  the 
neighbourhood,  were  my  constant  companions ;  and,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  intimacy,  lie  never  let  a  day  pass  without 
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paying  his  inspects  to  me  in  person  ;  nay,  so  ingenious  was 
he  in  contriving  the  means  of  promoting  his  suit,  that  whe¬ 
ther  I  rode  or  walked,  went  abroad  or  staid  at  home,  he  was 
always  of  course  one  of  the  party  ;  so  that  his  design  seemed 
to  engross  his  whole  vigilance  and  attention.  Thus  lie  stu- 
died  my  disposition,  and  established  himself  in  my  good  opi¬ 
nion  at  the  same  time.  He  found  my  heart  was  susceptible 
of  every  tender  impression,  and  saw  that  I  was  not  free 
from  the  vanity  of  youth ;  he  had  already  acquired  my 
friendship  and  esteem,  from  which  he  knew  there  was  a 
short  and  easy  transit  ion  to  love.  By  his  penetration,  choosing 
proper  seasons  for  the  theme,  he  urged  it  with  such  pathetic 
vows  and  artful  adulation,  as  well  might  captivate  a  young 
woman  of  my  complexion  and  inexperience,  and  circum¬ 
stanced  as  I  was,  with  a  husband  whom  I  had  such  reason 
to  despise. 

Though  he  thus  made  an  insensible  progress  in  my  heart, 
he  did  not  find  my  virtue  an  easy  conquest ;  and  /  myself 
was  ignorant  of  the  advantage  he  had  gained  with  regard  to 
my  inclinations,  until  I  was  convinced  of  his  success  by  an 
alarm  of  jealousy  which  I  one  day  felt,  at  seeing  him  engag¬ 
ed  in  conversation  with  another  lady.  I  forthwith  recognized 
this  symptom  of  love,  with  which  1  had  been  formerly  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  trembled  at  the  discovery  of  ray  own  weak¬ 
ness.  1  underwent  a  strange  agitation  and  mixture  of  con¬ 
trary  sensations:  1  was  pleased  with  the  passion,  yet  asham¬ 
ed  of  avowing  it  even  to  my  own  mind.  The  rights  of  a  hus¬ 
band,  (though  mine  was  but  a  nominal  one)  occurred  to  my 
reflection,  and  virtue,  modesty,  and  honour,  forbade  me  to 
cherish  the  guilt}"  flame. 

When  I  encouraged  these  laudable  scruples,  and  resolved 
to  sacrifice  my  love  to  duty  and  reputation,  my  lord  was 
almost  every  day  employed  in  riding  post  to  my  father,  with 
complaints  of  my  conduct,  which  was  hitherto  irreproach¬ 
able  ;  though  the  greatest  grievance  which  he  pretended  to 
have  sulfered  was  my  refusing  to  comply  with  his  desire, 
when  he  entreated  me  to  lie  a  whole  hour  every  morning, 
with  my  neck  uncovered,  that,  by  gazing,  he  might  quiet  the 
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rbation  of  his  spirits.  From  this  request  you  may 
judge  of  the  man,  as  well  as  of  the  regard  I  must  entertain 
tor  his  character  and  disposition. 

During  (he  whole  summer  I  was  besieged  by  my  artful 
undoer,  and  in  the  autumn  set  out  with  my  lord  for  Bath, 
where,  by  reason  of  the  intimacy  that  subsisted  between  our 
families,  we  lived  in  the  same  house  with  my  lover  and  his 
sister,  who,  with  another  agreeable  young  lady,  accompa¬ 
nied  us  in  this  expedition.  By  this  time  Mr.  S - had  ex¬ 

torted  from  me  a  confession  of  a  mutual  flame,  though  I  as¬ 
sured  him  that  it  should  never  induce  me  to  give  up  the  va¬ 
luable  possession  of  an  unspotted  character,  and  a  consci¬ 
ence  void  of  offence.  I  offered  him  all  the  enjoyment  he 
could  reap  from  an  unreserved  intercourse  of  souls,  abstract¬ 
ed  from  any  sensual  consideration.  He  eagerly  embraced 
the  Platonic  proposal,  because  he  had  sagacity  enough  to 
foresee  the  issue  of  such  chimerical  contracts,  and  knew  me 
too  well  to  think  he  could  accomplish  his  purpose  without 
seeming  to  acquiesce  in  my  own  terms,  and  cultivating  my 
tenderness  under  the  specious  pretext. 

In  consequence  of  this  agreement,  w7e  took  all  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  seeing  each  other  in  private ;  and  these  interviews 
were  spent  in  mutual  protestations  of  disinterested  love. 
This  correspondence,  though  dangerous,  was  (on  my  side) 
equally  innocent  and  endearing ;  and  many  happy  hours 
we  passed,  before  my  sentiments  were  discovered.  At  length 
my  lover  was  taken  ill,  and  then  my  passion  burst  out  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  concealment ;  my  grief  and  anxiety  be¬ 
came  so  conspicuous  in  my  countenance,  and  my  behaviour 
was  so  indiscreet,  that  every  body  in  the  house  perceived  the 
situation  of  my  thoughts,  and  blamed  my  conduct  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Certain  it  is,  I  was  extremely  imprudent,  though  inten¬ 
tionally  innocent.  I  have  lain  whole  nights  by  my  lord, 
who  teased  and  tormented  me  for  that  which  neither  I  could 
give  nor  he  could  take,  and  ruminated  on  the  fatal  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  unhappy  flame,  until  1  was  worked  into  a 
fever  of  disquiet.  I  saw  there  was  no  safety  but  in  flight, 
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and  offcn  determined  to  banish  myself  for  ever  from  the 
sight  of  this  dangerous  intruder.  But  my  resolution  always 
failed  ai  the  approach  of  day,  and  my  desire  of  seeing  him 
as  constantly  recurred.  So  far  was  I  from  persisting  in  such 
commendable  determinations,  that,  on  the  eve  of  our  de¬ 
parture  from  Bath,  I  felt  the  keenest  pangs  of  sorrow  at  our 
approaching  separation  ;  and  as  we  could  not  enjoy  our  pri¬ 
vate  interviews  at  my  house  in  town,  I  promised  to  visit  him 
at  his  own  apartments,  after  he  had  sworn  by  all  that’s  sacred, 
that  lie  would  take  no  sinister  advantage  of  my  condescen¬ 
sion,  by  presuming  upon  the  opportunities  I  should  give. 

lie  kept  his  w  ord;  for  he  saw  I  trusted  to  it  with  fear  and 
trembling,  and  perceived  that  my  apprehension  was  not  af¬ 
fected,  but  the  natural  concern  of  a  young  creature,  distract¬ 
ed  between  love  and  duty,  whom,  had  he  alarmed,  he  never 
would  have  seen  within  his  doors  again.  Instead  of  press¬ 
ing  me  with  solicitations  in  favour  of  his  passion,  he  was 
more  than  ever  respectful  and  complaisant;  so  that  I  found 
myself  disengaged  of  all  restraint,  conducted  the  convers¬ 
ation,  shortened  and  repeated  my  visits,  at  my  own  pleasure, 
till  at  last  1  became  so  accustomed  to  this  communication, 
that  his  house  was  as  familiar  to  me  as  my  own. 

Having  in  this  manner  secured  himself  in  my  confidence, 
he  resumed  tire  favourite  topic  of  love,  and,  warming  my 
imagination  by  gradual  advances  on  the  subject,  my  heart 
began  to  pant;  when  he  saw  me  thus  moved,  he  snatched 
the  favourable  occasion  to  practice  all  his  eloquence  and  art. 
I  could  not  resist  his  energy^,  nor  even  fly  from  the  tempt¬ 
ation  that  assailed  me,  until  he  had  obtained  a  promise  that 
he  should,  at  our  next  meeting,  reap  the  fruits  of  his  tedious 
expectation.  Upon  this  condition  I  was  permitted  to  retire, 
and  blessed  heaven  for  my  escape,  fully  determined  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  path  of  virtue  I  had  hitherto  trod,  and  stifle  the 
criminal  flame  by  w  hich  my  peace  and  reputation  were  en¬ 
dangered.  But  his  idea,  which  reigned  in  my  heart  with¬ 
out  controul,  soon  baffled  all  these  prudent  suggestions. 

I  saw  him  again  :  and  he  reminded  me  of  my  promise, 
which  I  endeavoured  to  evade  with  affected  pleasantry ;  up- 
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on  which  he  manifested  the  utmost  displeasure  and  chagrin) 
.shedding  some  crocodile  tears,  and  upbraiding  me  with  le¬ 
vity  and  indifference.  He  observed,  that  he  had  solicited 
my  favour  for  ten  long  months  without  intermission,  and 
imagined  I  had  held  out  so  long  on  virtuous  motives  only  ; 
but  now  lie  could  plainly  perceive  that  his  want  of  success 
had  been  owing  to  my  want  of  affection,  and  that  all  my 
professions  were  insincere :  in  a  word,  he  persuaded  me, 
that  his  remonstrances  were  just  and  reasonable.  I  could 
not  see  the  affliction  of  a  man  I  loved,  when  I  knew  it  was 
in  my  power  to  remove  it ;  and  rather  than  forfeit  his  opi¬ 
nion  of  my  sincerity  and  love,  I  consented  to  his  wish. 
My  heart  now  flutters  at  the  remembrance  of  the  dear  though 
fatal  indiscretion ;  yet  I  reflect  without  remorse,  and  even 
remember  it  with  pleasure. 

If  I  could  not  avoid  the  censure  of  the  world,  I  was  resolv¬ 
ed  to  bear  it  without  repining  ;  and  sure  the  guilt  (if  there 
was  any  in  my  conduct)  was  but  venial  ;  for  I  considered 
myself  as  a  person  absolved  of  all  matrimonial  ties,  by  the 
insignificance  of  Lord - ,  w  ho,  though  a  nominal  hus¬ 

band,  was  in  fact  a  mere  non-entity.  1  therefore  contracted 
a  new  engagement  with  my  lover,  to  which  I  resolved  to 
adhere  with  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity,  without  the  least 
intention  of  injuring  my  lord  or  his  relations  ;  for,  had  our 
mutual  passion  produced  any  visible  effects,  I  would  imme¬ 
diately  have  renounced  and  abandoned  my  husband  for  ever, 
that  the  fruit  of  my  love  for  Mr.  S* - might  not  have  in¬ 

herited,  to  the  detriment  of  the  right  heir.  This  was  my  de¬ 
termination,  which  I  thought  just,  if  not  prudent  ;  and  for 
which  I  have  incurred  the  imputation  of  folly,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  wise  and  honest  generation,  by  whos  example  and 
advice  I  have,  since  that  time,  been  a  little  reformed  in  point 
of  prudentials,  though  I  still  retain  a  strong  tendency  to  re¬ 
turn  to  my  primitive  way  of  thinking. 

When  I  quitted  Mr.  S - ,  after  the  sacrifice  I  had  made, 

and  returned  to  my  own  bed,  it  may  perhaps  be  supposeu* 
that  1  slept  but  little.  True:  I  was  kept  awake  by  the  joy¬ 
ful  impatience  of  revisiting  my  lover.  Indeed  I  neglected  no 
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opportunity  of  flying  to  his  arms  :  when  Lord - was  in 

the  country,  we  enjoyed  each  other’s  company  without  in¬ 
terruption  ;  but  when  he  resided  in  town,  our  correspondence 
was  limited  to  stolen  interviews,  which  were  unspeakably  de¬ 
licious,  as  genuine  love  presided  at  the  entertainment. 

Such  was  my  happiness  in  the  course  of  this  tender  com¬ 
munication,  that  to  this  day  1  remember  it  with  pleasure, 
though  it  has  cost  me  dear  in  the  sequel,  and  was  at  that 
time  enjoyed  at  a  considerable  expence  ;  fori  devoted  my¬ 
self  so  entirely  to  my  lover,  who  was  desirious  of  engrossing 
my  time  and  thoughts,  that  my  acquaintance,  which  was 
very  numerous,  justly  accused  me  of  neglect,  and  of  conse¬ 
quence  cooled  in  their  friendships  :  but  I  was  all  for  fore,  or 
the  world  well  lost :  and  were  the  same  opportunity"  to  offer, 
1  would  act  the  same  conduct  over  again. 

Some  there  are  who  possibly  may  wonder  how  I  could  love 
tw  ice  w  ith  such  violence  of  affection  :  but  all  such  observers 
must  be  unacquainted  w  ith  the  human  heart.  Mine  was  na¬ 
turally  adapted  for  the  tender  passions,  and  had  been  so  for¬ 
tunate,  so  cherished  in  its  first  impressions,  that  it  felt  with 
joy  the  same  sensations  revive*  when  influenced  by  the  same 
engaging  qualifications.  Certain  it  is,  I  loved  the  second 
time  as  well  as  the  first,  and  better  was  impossible.  1  gave 
isp  my  all  for  both  :  lifltune  and  my  father’s  favour  for  the 
one;  reputation,  friends,  and  fortune  for  the  other.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  intimate  connection,  I  did  not  relinquish 
the  world  all  at  once  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  still  appeared  at 
court,  and  attracted  the  notice  and  approbation  of  my  royal 
patroness;  I  danced  with  the  p —  of  W - ;  a  circum¬ 
stance  which  so  nearly  affected  Mr.  S - ,  w  ho  was  present  , 

that,  in  order  to  manifest  his  resentment,  he  chose  the  ugliest 
woman  in  the  ball  for  his  partner :  and  I  no  sooner  perceived 
his  uneasiness,  than  I  gave  over,  with  a  view  of  appeasing 
his  displeasure. 

Without  repeating  particular  circumstances,  let  it  suffice 
to  say,  our  mutual  passion  was  a  perfect  copy  of  that  which 
had  subsisted  between  me  and  my  dear  Lord  W — m.  It 
was  jealous,  melting,  and  delicate,  and  chequered  w  ith  little 
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accidents,  which  serve  to  animate  and  maintain  the  flame, 
in  its  first  ardency  of  rapture.  When  my  lover  was  sick,  I 
attended  and  nursed  him  with  indefatigable  tenderness  and 
care  ;  and  during  an  indisposition,  which  1  caught  in  the 
performance  of  this  agreeable  office,  he  discharged  the  obli¬ 
gation  with  all  the  warmth  of  sympathy  and  love. 

It  was,  however,  judged  necessary  by  the  physicians,  that 
I  should  use  the  Bath  waters  for  the  recovery  of  my  health  ; 
and  I  set  out  for  that  place,  glad  of  a  pretence  to  be  absent 

from  Lord - ,  with  whom  I  lived  on  very  unhappy  terms. 

He  had,  about  nine  months  after  our  marriage,  desired  that 
w  e  might  sleep  in  separate  beds,  and  gave  a  very  whimsical 
reason  for  this  proposal.  He  said,  the  immensity  of  his  love 
deprived  him  of  the  power  of  gratification,  and  that  some 
commerce  with  an  object,  to  which  his  heart  was  not  attach¬ 
ed,  might,  by  diminishing  the  transports  of  his  spirits,  re¬ 
compose  his  nerves,  and  enable  him  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
good  fortune 

You  may  be  sure  I  made  no  objections  to  this  plan,  which 
was  immediately  put  in  execution.  He  made  his  addresses 
to  a  nymph  of  Drury  lane,  whose  name  (as  he  told  me)  was 
Mrs.  Rock.  She  made  shift  to  extract  some  money  from 
her  patient ;  but  his  infirmity  was  beyond  the  power  of  her 
art,  though  she  made  some  mischief  betw  een  us ;  and  I  com¬ 
municated  my  suspicion  to  the  duke  of  II - ,  who  intend¬ 

ed  to  have  expostulated  with  her  upon  the  subject  ;  but  she 
got  intimation  of  his  design,  and  saved  hnn  the  trouble  by  a 
precipitate  retreat. 

After  my  return  from  Bath,  where  Mr.  S - and  I  had 

lived  happily,  until  we  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of 
my  husband,  his  lordship  expressed  an  inclination  to  be  my 
bedfellow  again.  In  this  particular  I  desired  to  be  excused.  I 
would  notbethefirst  to  propose  the  separation,  which,  though 
usual  in  other  countries,  is  contrary  to  the  custom  of  Eng¬ 
land,  being  unw  illing  to  furnish  the  least  handle  for  censure, 
as  my  character  was  stili  unblemished ;  yet,  when  the  pro¬ 
posal  came  from  him,  I  thought  myself  entitled  to  refuse  a 
re-union  ;  to  w  hich  I  accordingly  objected.  £ 
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This  opposition  produced  a  quarrel,  which  rose  to  a  state 
of  perpetual  animosity  ;  so  that  we  began  to  talk  of  parting. 
My  lord  relished  the  expedient,  agreeing  to  add  three  hund¬ 
red  pounds  a -year  to  my  pin-money,  which  (by  the  by)  was 
never  paid  ;  and  I  renounced  all  state  and  grandeur,  to  live 
in  a  small  house  that  I  hired  at  Casehorton,  where  I  passed 
my  time  for  two  months,  in  the  most  agreeable  retirement,  with 
my  dear  lover.  At  length  I  was  disturbed  by  the  intrusion 
of  my  lord,  w  ho  molested  me  with  visits  and  solicitations  to 
return,  pretending  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  in¬ 
sisting  upon  my  compliance  witli  his  desire. 

I  exhausted  my  invention  in  endeavours  to  evade  his  re¬ 
quest;  but  lie  persecuted  me  without  ceasing  :  so  that  I  was 
fain  to  capitulate,  on  condition  that  he  should  immediately 
set  out  for  France  ;  and  that  he  should  not  presume  to  ap¬ 
proach  my  bed  till  our  arrival  at  Calais.  We  accordingly 
departed  for  that  kingdom ;  and,  far  from  infringing  the 
least  article  of  our  treaty,  his  lordship  did  not  insist  upon  his 
privilege  before  we  reached  the  capital  of  France. 

Meanwhile,  I  began  to  feel  the  effect  of  my  passion  in  a 
very  interesting  manner,  and  communicated  my  discovery 
to  the  dear  author  of  it,  who  would  not  leave  me  in  such  an 
affecting  situation,  but  took  the  first  opportunity  of  follow¬ 
ing  us  to  France. 

In  our  read  to  Paris,  we  stopped  to  visit  Chantilly,  a  mag¬ 
nificent  chateau  belonging  to  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  there 
met  by  accident  with  some  English  noblemen,  to  w  hom  I  was 
known.  The  prince  and  las  sisters  invited  me  very  politely 
into  the  gallery,  where  they  sat.  They  complimented  me 
on  my  person,  and  seemed  to  admire  my  diess,  which  was 
altogether  new  to  them,  being  a  blue  English  riding  habit, 
trimmed  with  gold,  and  an  hat  with  a  feather.  They  were 
particularly  well  pleased  with  my  hair,  which  hung  do  vn  to 
my  waist,  and  pressed  me  to  stay  a  fortnight  at  their  house; 
an  invitation  which  I  was  very  much  mortified  at  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  refuse,  because  my  lord  did  not  understand  the  French 
language.  I  was  enchanted  with  the  place  and  the  company, 
the  women  being  amiable,  and  the  men  polite ;  nor  were  they 
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strangers  to  my  name  and  story ;  for  Mr.  S— — ,  calling  at 
the  same  place  a  few  days  after,  they  rallied  him  on  my 
account. 

When  we  arrived  at  Paris,  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  me¬ 
tamorphose  myself  into  a  French  woman.  I  cut  off  my  hair, 
hid  a  very  good  complexion  of  my  own  with  rouge,  recon¬ 
ciled  myself  to  powder,  which  I  had  never  used  before,  put 
on  a  robe  with  a  large  hoop,  and  went  to  the  Thuilleries,  full 
of  spirits  and  joy  ;  for,  at  that  time,  every  thing  conspired 
to  make  me  happy:  I  had  health,  youth,  and  beauty,  love, 
vanity,  and  affluence,  and  found  myself  surrounded  with 
diversions,  which  were  gay,  new,  and  agreeable.  My  ap¬ 
pearance  drew  upon  me  the  eyes  of  the  whole  company,  who 
considered  me  as  a  stranger,  but  not  a  foreigner,  so  com¬ 
pletely  was  I  equipped  in  the  fashion  of  the  French  ;  and 
when  they  understood  who  I  was,  they  applauded  my  per¬ 
son  with  the  most  lavish  encomiums,  according  to  their  known 
politeness. 

After  having  made  a  circuit  round  all  the  public  places  of 
entertainment  in  Paris,  I  was  introduced  into  company  by 
an  English  family  residing  in  that  city  ;  and,  among  others 
became  acquainted  with  a  French  lady,  whose  charms  were 
remarkably  attractive.  The  duke  of  K - was  her  admir¬ 

er  ;  but  she  lived  in  reputation  with  her  mother  and  an 
agreeable  sister,  who  lover  was  the  prince  of  C — —  (for 
almost  every  lady  in  France  has  her  cdmant). 

With  this  charming  woman,  whose  name  was  madame  de 

la  T - ,  I  often  made  parties  of  pleasure.  The  duke, 

Mr.  S - ,  she,  and  I,  used  to  meet  in  the  Bois  de  Bou¬ 

logne,  w  hich  is  a  pleasant  wood  at  a  small  distance  from 
Paris,  whither  the  company  repairs  in  the  summer-season 
for  the  benefit  of  the  air;  and,  after  having  amused  our¬ 
selves  among  the  groves,  embarked  in  his  grace’s  equipage, 
which  was  extremely  elegant,  being  a  calash  drawn  by  six 
fine  long-tail’d  greys,  adorned  with  ribbons  in  the  French 
taste ;  and  thus  we  were  conducted  to  a  little  enchanted,  or  at 
least  enchanting,  palace,  possessed  by  the  duke,  at  one  end  of 
the  town.  The  lower  apartment,  appropriated  to  me,  was 
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furnished  with  yellow  and  silver,  the  bed  surrounded  with  look¬ 
ing-glasses,  and  the  door  opened  into  the  garden,  laid  out  in  a 
cradle  walk,  and  intervening  parterres  of  roses  and  other 
flowers.  Above  stairs  my  female  companion  lodged  in  a 
chamber  furnished  with  chintz.  We  supped  all  together  in 
the  saloon,  which,  though  small,  was  perfectly  elegant.  The 
company  was  always  good-humoured,  the  conversation 
sprightly  and  joyous,  and  the  scene,  though  often  repeated, 
still  delightful  and  entertaining. 

At  other  times  Mr.  S - and  I  used  to  pass  our  evenings 

at  the  palace  of  the  prince  of  C - ,  which  his  highness  lent 

us  for  our  accommodation.  The  apartments  opened  into 
the  gardens  of  the  Luxemburg,  and  were,  in  point  of  mag¬ 
nificence,  suitable  to  the  owner.  Thither  I  used  to  repair 
in  a  flaming  equipage,  on  pretence  of  visiting,  and  spent  the 
best  part  of  the  night  with  him  who  was  dearer  to  me  than 
all  the  princess  in  the  world. 

While  I  was  happily  engaged  in  these  ravishing  parties, 
my  little  lord  was  employed  in  efforts  to  recover  his  health, 
by  restoratives,  and  I  know  not  what ;  for  he  still  lamented 
the  enfeebling  effects  of  his  passion,  and  complained  that  he 
loved  me  more  like  an  angel  than  a  woman,  though  he  strove 
to  govern  his  affections  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion,  as  he  regulated  his  life  by  the  maxims  of 
Charles  XII  of  Sweden.  The  meaning  of  this  declaration 
I  could  never  learn  ;  and,  indeed,  1  have  been  often  tempt¬ 
ed  to  believe  he  had  no  meaning  at  all. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  found  my  size  visibly  increasing,  and 
my  situation  extremely  uneasy,  on  account  of  the  perpetual 
wrangling  which  prevailed  betwixt  us,  in  consequence  of 
liis  desiring  to  sleep  w  ith  me  again,  after  we  had  parted  beds 
for  the  second  time  :  and,  that  I  might  be  no  longer  exposed 
to  such  disagreeable  persecution,  I  resolved  to  leave  him, 
though  at  the  hazard  of  my  life. 

Thus  determined,  I  went  to  the  British  ambassador  in  a 
hackney-coach  ;  and,  in  order  to  disguise  my  youth,  which 
might  have  prepossessed  him  against  my  judgment,  muffl¬ 
ed  myself  up  in  a  black  hood,  which  (as  he  said)  instead 
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of  lending  an  air  of  gravity  to  my  countenance,  added  a  wild¬ 
ness  to  my  looks,  which  was  far  from  being  disagreeable. 
He  had  been  a  gallant  man  in  his  youth,  and  even  then, 
though  well  stricken  in  years,  was  not  insensible  to  the  power 
of  beauty.  This  disposition,  perhaps,  rendered  him  more 
favourable  to  my  cause,  though  he  at  first  advised  me  to  re¬ 
turn  to  my  husband ;  but  finding  me  obstinate,  he  under¬ 
took  to  serve  me  in  my  own  way,  and  procure  a  protection 
from  the  French  king,  by  virtue  of  which  I  could  live  at 
Paris  unmolested  by  my  lord.  Nevertheless,  he  advised  me 
(if  I  was  determined  to  leave  him)  to  make  the  best  of  my 

to  England,  and  sue  for  a  divorce. 

I  relished  his  opinion,  and  concealed  myself  about  three 
days  in  Paris,  during  which  I  borrowed  some  linen  ;  for,  as 
it  was  impossible  to  convey  any  thing  out  of  my  own  house 
without  suspicion,  I  had  neither  clothes  for  my  accommo¬ 
dation,  nor  a  servant  to  wait  on  me. 

In  this  solitary  condition  I  took  the  road  to  Flanders,  af¬ 
ter  I  had  put  my  lord  upon  a  wrong  scent,  by  writing  a 
letter  to  him,  dated  at  Calais,  and  travelled  through  an  un¬ 
known  country,  without  any  other  attendant  than  the  pos¬ 
tillion,  being  subjected  to  this  inconvenience  by  the  laws 
of  France,  which  are  so  severe  in  some  particulars,  that,  if 
any  person  had  been  apprehended  with  me,  he  would  have 
suffered  death,  for  going  oft  with  a  man  s  wife ;  though  any 
man  might  go  to  bed  with  the  same  woman,  without  fear 

of  incurring  any  legal  punishment. 

I  proceeded  night  and  day  without  intermission,  that  I 
might  the  sooner  reach  Flanders,  where  I  knew  I  should  be 
safe  ;  and  as  the  nights  were  excessively  cold,  I  was  fain  to 
wrap  myself  up  in  flannel,  which  I  bought  for  the  purpose, 
as  1  had  no  clothes  to  keep  me  warm,  and  travelled  in  ar 
open  chaise.  While  we  passed  through  dreary  woods,  quit, 
remote  from  the  habitations  of  men,  I  was  not  without  ap 
prehensions  of  being  stripped  and  murdered  by  the  postillion 
and,  in  all  probability,  owed  my  safety  to  the  indigence  c 
my  appearance,  which  might  also  protect  me  in  two  nnsei 
able  places,  where  I  was  obliged  to  lie,  before  I  got  out  t 
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tlie  territories  of  France :  for,  as  I  could  not  reach  the  great 
towns  where  I  intended  to  lodge,  I  was  under  the  necessity 
of  putting  up  at  little  wretched  hovels,  where  no  provision 
was  to  be  had,  but  sour  brown  bread,  and  sourer  cheese ; 
and  every  thing  seemed  to  denote  the  dens  of  despair  and  as¬ 
sassination. 

I  made  shift,  however,  to  subsist  on  this  fare,  uncomfort¬ 
able  as  it  was,  confiding  in  the  meanness  of  my  equipage  for 
the  security  of  my  person  ;  and  at  length  arriving  at  Brussels, 
fixed  my  quarters  in  the  Hotel  de  Flandre  (so  well  known 
to  the  English  since),  where  I  thought  myself  extremely 
happy  in  the  accomplishment  of  my  flight. 

I  had  not  been  two  full  days  in  this  place,  when  I  was 
blessed  with  the  sight  of  my  lover,  who  followed  me  on  the 
wings  of  love,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  we  had  projected  be¬ 
fore  my  departure  from  Paris.  Here  we  concerted  measures 
for  proceeding  to  England.  I  hired  a  tall  fine  Liegeoise  for 
my  maid ;  and,  setting  out  for  Ostend,  we  embarked  in  a 

vessel,  in  which  Mr.  S - had  bespoke  our  passage.  Our 

voyage  was  short  and  prosperous,  and  our  time  most  agree¬ 
ably  spent  in  the  company  of  my  dear  partner,  who  was  a 
most  engaging  man  in  all  respects,  as  I  dare  say  my  lady 
O - has  since  found  him, 

I  assumed  a  ficticious  name,  took  private  lodgings  in  Po¬ 
land  street,  retained  lawyers,  and  commenced  a  suit  for  se¬ 
paration  against  my  lord.  I  communicated  the  reasons  of 
my  elopement  to  my  father,  who  was  shocked  and  surprised 
at  my  conduct,  which  he  condemned  with  expressions  of 
sorrow  and  resentment.  But  the  step  was  taken  ;  nor  did  I 
repent  of  what  I  had  done,  except  on  his  account. 

In  the  morning  after  my  arrival  at  London,  I  waited  up¬ 
on  the  lord-chief-justice,  to  whom  I  complained  of  the 
usage  I  had  received  from  my  lord,  whose  temper  was  teas¬ 
ing,  tiresome,  and  intolerably  capricious.  Indeed,  his  be¬ 
haviour  was  a  strange  compound  of  madness  and  folly, 
seasoned  with  a  small  proportion  of  sense  :  no  wonder  then 
that  I,  who  am  hot  and  hasty,  should  be  wretched  under 
the  persecution  of  such  a  perverse  humorist,  who  used  to 
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terrify  me,  and  scold  at  me  the  whole  night  without  inter¬ 
mission,  and  shake  my  pillow  from  time  to  time,  that  I  might 
not  sleep,  while  he  tormented  me  with  his  disagreeable  ex¬ 
postulations.  I  have  been  often  frightened  almost  out  ot 
my  senses,  at  seeing  him  convulsed  with  the  most  unicason- 
able  passion ;  and  chagrined  to  the  highest  degiee  of  disgust, 
to  find  (by  repeated  observation)  his  disposition  so  prepos¬ 
terous,  that  his  satisfaction  and  displeasure  never  depended 
upon  the  cause  he  had  to  be  satisfied  or  disobliged  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  when  he  had  most  reason  to  be  pleased,  he  was 
always  most  discontented,  and  very  often  in  good  humour, 
when  he  had  reason  enough  for  vexation. 

While  I  lived  in  Poland  street,  I  was  engaged  with  law¬ 
yers,  and  so  often  visited  by  my  father,  that  I  could  not 
dedicate  my  whole  time  as  usual  to  my  lover ;  nor  was  it 
convenient  that  he  should  be  seen  in  my  company ;  he  there¬ 
fore  took  a  small  house  at  Camberwell,  whither  I  went  as 
often  as  I  had  an  opportunity  :  and  maintained  the  corres¬ 
pondence  with  such  eagerness  and  industry,  that,  although 
I  was  six  months  gone  with  child,  I  have  often,  by  myself, 
set  out  for  his  habitation,  in  a  hackney-coach,  at  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  and  returned  by  six  in  the  morning,  that 
l  might  be  in  my  own  bed  when  my  father  came  to  see  me ; 
for  1  concealed  my  amour,  as  well  as  the  effects  of  it,  from 
Ins  knowledge,  and  frequently  took  water  from  the  bridge, 
that  my  motions  might  not  be  discovered.  JNothing  but 
the  most  passionate  love  could  have  supported  my  spirits 
under  such  vicissitudes  of  fatigue,  or  enabled  my  admirer  to 
spend  whole  days  by  himself  in  such  a  solitary  retirement. 

By  this  time,  my  lord  was  arrived  in  England,  and  em¬ 
ployed  in  discovering  the  place  of  my  retreat ;  so  that  I 
lived  in  continual  alarm,  and  provided  myself  with  a  speak¬ 
ing  trumpet,  which  stood  by  my  bed-side,  to  be  used  in  call¬ 
ing  for  assistance,  in  case  my  pursuer  should  make  an  attack 

upon  my  lodgings.  1 

This  situation  being  extremely  uncomfortable,  1  had  no 
sooner  began  my  process  against  him,  than  I  put  myself  en¬ 
tirely  under  the  protection  of  Mr.  S - ,  who  conducted  me 


rEJ? EGRINE  PICKLE. 


39 


to  the  house  of  a  friend  of  his  who  lived  in  the  country, 
where  I  was  secure  from  the  attempts  of  my  husband. 

The  world  had  now  given  me  up,  and  I  had  renounced 
the  world  with  the  most  perfect  resignation.  I  weighed  in 
my  breast  what  I  should  lose  in  point  of  character,  with 
what  I  suffered  in  my  peace  at  home,  and  found,  that  my 
reputation  was  not  to  be  preserved,  except  at  the  expence  of 
my  quiet  (for  his  lordship  was  not  disposed  to  make  me  easy, 
had  I  been  ever  so  discreet).  I  therefore  determined  to  give 
up  a  few  ceremonial  visits  and  empty  professions,  for  the 
more  substantial  enjoyments  of  life. 

We  passed  our  time  very  agreeably  in  various  amuse¬ 
ments  with  this  friend  of  Mr.  S - ,  until  the  term  of  my 

reckoning  was  almost  expired,  then  returned  to  London,  and 
took  lodgings  in  Southampton  street,  where  I  began  to  make 
the  preparations  for  the  approaching  occasion.  Here  I  pro¬ 
posed  to  live  with  the  utmost  circumspection.  I  disguised 
my  name,  saw  nobody  but  my  lawyer  and  lover,  and  never 
approached  the  window,  lest  1  should  be  discovered  by  ac¬ 
cident. 

Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  my  French  maid, 
whom  I  had  sent  for  some  of  my  clothes,  was  dogged  in  her 
return,  and  next  morning  my  lord  took  my  lodgings  by 
storm.  Had  he  given  the  assault  in  his  own  person  only,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  suffered  a  repulse  from 
the  opposition  of  the  Liegeoise,  who  made  all  the  resistance 
in  her  power  ;  but  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior  num¬ 
bers. 

I  was  at  that  time  a-bed,  and  hearing  an  unusual  noise 
below,  rung  my  bell,  in  order  to  know  the  cause  of  such 
disturbance.  I  drew  my  curtain  at  the  same  time,  and  who 
should  I  see  entering  my  chamber  but  his  lordship,  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  constable,  and  the  footman  who  had  discovered  my 
retreat ! 

Such  an  unexpected  visit  could  not  fail  to  affect  me  with 
surprise  and  consternation :  however,  I  summoned  all  my 
fortitude  to  my  aid,  and  perceiving  the  fellows  w  ere  about  to 
open  my  window-shutters,  desired  their  principal  to  order 
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them  down  stairs.  He  readily  complied  with  my  request, 
and  sitting  down  by  my  bed-side,  told  me  with  an  air  of 
triumph,  that  he  had  found  me  at  last ;  and  I  frankly  own¬ 
ed,  that  I  was  heartily  sorry  for  his  success.  Instead  of  up¬ 
braiding  me  with  my  escape,  he  proceeded  to  entertain  me 
with  all  the  news  in  town,  and  gave  me  a  minute  detail  of 
every  thing  that  happened  to  him  since  our  parting  ;  among 
other  articles  of  intelligence,  giving  me  to  understand,  that 

he  had  challenged  Mr.  S - ,  who  refused  to  fight  him, 

and  was  in  disgrace  with  the  prince  of  W - on  that  ac¬ 

count. 

But  here  his  lordship  did  not  strictly  adhere  to  the  naked 
truth  :  he  had  indeed,  before  our  departure  from  the  coun¬ 
try,  gone  to  iny  lover,  and  insisted  upon  having  satisfaction 
in  Hyde  park,  two  days  from  the  date  of  his  demand,  and 

at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  S - ,  believing  him  in 

earnest,  accepted  the  invitation  ;  though  he  observed,  that 
these  afiairs  could  not  be  discussed  too  soon,  and  wished  the 
time  of  meeting  might  be  at  an  earlier  hour.  But  his  lord- 
ship  did  not  choose  to  alter  the  circumstances  of  his  first 
proposal ;  and,  when  he  went  away,  said  he  should  expect 
him  at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  if  it  did  not  rain. 

His  antagonist  gave  me  an  account  of  the  conversation, 
when  I  assured  him  the  w  hole  business  would  end  in  smoke. 
Accordingly,  my  lord  sent  him  a  letter  on  Monday,  desiring 
that  the  assignation  might  be  deferred  till  Thursday,  that  he 
might  have  time  to  settle  his  affairs,  and  pay  S - an  hun¬ 

dred  pounds,  which  he  had  formerly  borrowed  of  him. 
When  Thursday  came,  he  was  favoured  with  another  epis¬ 
tle,  importing,  that  the  challenger  had  changed  his  mind, 
and  would  seek  satisfaction  at  law.  Thus  ended  tint  heroic 
exploit,  which  his  lordship  now  boasted  of  with  such  arro¬ 
gant  misrepresentation. 

Whilst  he  regaled  me  with  these  interesting  particulars,  I- 
was  contriving  a  scheme  to  frustrate  the  discovery  he  had 
made  ;  so  that  I  did  not  contradict  his  assertions,  but  told 
him,  that,  if  he  would  go  down  stairs,  I  would  rise  and  come 
to  breakfast.  He  consented  to  this  proposal  with  great  checi;- 
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fulness  ;  and  1  own  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  him, 
at  this  first  interview,  in  as  good  a  humour  as  if  nothing  had 
happened  to  interrupt  the  felicity  of  our  matrimonial  union. 

It  cost  me  some  invention  to  conceal  my  condition  from 
his  notice,  being  now  within  a  week  of  the  expected  crisis  : 
but  I  knew  I  had  to  do  with  a  man  of  no  great  penetration, 
and  succeeded  in  my  attempt  accordingly.  We  breakfast¬ 
ed  with  great  harmony,  and  I  invited  him  to  dinner,  after 
having  prevailed  upon  him  to  send  away  his  myrmidons, 
whom,  nevertheless,  he  ordered  to  return  at  eleven  o’clock  at 
night.  We  conversed  together  with  great  gaiety  and  mirth. 
When  I  rallied  him  for  visiting  me  in  such  a  dishabile,  he 
stood  a  tip-toe  to  view  himself  in  the  glass  ;  and,  owning  I 
was  in  the  right,  said  he  would  go  and  dress  himself  before 
dinner. 

He  accordingly  went  away,  charging  my  maid  to  give 
him  entrance  at  his  return  ;  and  he  was  no  sooner  gone  than 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  S - ,  giving  him  an  account  of  what  had 

happened.  Then,  without  having  determined  upon  any 
certain  plan,  I  huddled  on  my  clothes,  muffled  myself  up, 
and  calling  a  chair,  went  to  the  next  tavern,  where  I  staid 
no  longer  than  was  sufficient  to  change  my  vehicle ;  and,  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  drawers,  who  could  not  conceive  the 
meaning  of  my  perturbation,  proceeded  to  a  shop  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  I  dismissed  my  second  chair,  and 
procured  an  hackney  coach,  in  which  I  repaired  to  the  lodg¬ 
ings  of  my  lawyer,  whom  I  could  trust.  Having  made  him 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  my  distress,  and  con¬ 
sulted  him  about  a  proper  place  of  retreat,  after  some  recol¬ 
lection,  he  directed  me  to  a  little  house  in  a  court,  to  which, 
by  the  assistance  of  my  lover,  my  woman  and  clothes  were 
safely  conveyed  that  same  evening. 

My  lord,  however,  came  to  dinner,  according  to  invita¬ 
tion,  and  did  not  seem  at  all  alarmed  when  my  maid  told 
him  I  was  gone,  but  stepped  to  my  lawyer,  to  know  if  he 
thought  I  should  return.  Upon  his  answering  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  and  advising  his  lordship  to  go  back  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  and  eat  the  dinner  I  had  provided,  he  very  deliberate- 
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ly  look  his  advice,  made  a  very  hearty  meal,  drank  his  bottle 
of  wine,  and,  as  I  did  not  return  according  to  his  expecta¬ 
tion,  withdrew,  in  order  to  consult  his  associates. 

This  motion  of  his  furnished  my  woman  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  her  retreat ;  and,  when  he  returned  at 
night,  the  coast  was  clear,  and  he  round  nobody  in  the  house 
but  a  porter,  who  had  been  left  to  take  care  of  the  furniture. 
He  was  so  enraged  at  this  disappointment,  that  he  made  a 
furious  noise,  which  raised  the  whole  neighbourhood,  rein¬ 
forced  his  crew  with  the  authority  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
tarried  in  the  street  till  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  discharg¬ 
ed  a  lodging  he  had  hired  at  a  barber’s  shop  opposite  to  the 
house  from  which  I  had  escaped,  and  retired  with  the  com¬ 
fortable  reflection  of  having  done  every  thing  which  man 
could  do  to  retrieve  me. 

The  hurry  of  spirits  and  surprise  I  had  undergone  in  ef¬ 
fecting  tins  retreat,  produced  such  a  disorder  in  my  consti¬ 
tution,  that  I  began  to  fear  I  should  be  delivered  before  I 
could  be  provided  with  necessaries  for  the  occasion.  I  sig¬ 
nified  my  apprehension  to  Mr.  S - ,  who  with  infinite 

care  and  concern,  endeavoured  to  find  a  more  convenient 
place  ;  and  after  all  his  inquiries,  was  obliged  to  fix  upon  a 
paltry  apartment  in  the  city,  though  Iris  tenderness  was  ex¬ 
tremely  shocked  at  the  necessity  of  choosing  it.  However, 
there  was  no  remedy,  nor  time  to  be  lost :  to  this  miserable 
habitation  I  was  carried  in  a  hackney  coach  ;  and,  though 
extremely  ill,  bore  my  fate  with  spirit  and  resignation,  in 
testimony  of  my  sincere  and  indelible  attachment  to  my  lover, 
for  whose  ease  and  pleasure  I  could  have  sutlered  every  in¬ 
convenience,  and  even  sacrificed  my  life. 

Immediately  after  I  had  taken  possession  of  my  wretched 
apartment,  I  was  constrained  by  my  indisposition  to  go  to 
bed,  and  send  for  necessary  help  ;  and  in  a  few  hours  a  liv¬ 
ing  pledge  of  my  love  and  indiscretion  saw  the  light,  though 
the  terrors  and  fatigue  I  had  undergone  had  aftected  this 
little  innocent  so  severely,  that  it  scarce  discovered  any  vis¬ 
ible  signs  of  life. 

My  grief  at  this  misfortune  was  inexpressible :  I  forthwith 
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dispatched  a  message  to  the  dear,  the  anxious  father,  who 
flew  to  my  arms,  and  shared  my  sorrow,  with  all  the  gentle¬ 
ness  of  love  and  parental  fondness  ;  yet  our  fears  were  (for 
that  time)  happily  disappointed  by  the  recovery  of  our  in¬ 
fant  daughter,  who  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  nurse 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  so  that  I  could  every  day  be  satis¬ 
fied  in  my  inquiries  about  her  health.  Thus  I  continued  a 
whole  fortnight  in  a  state  of  happiness  and  tranquillity,  be¬ 
ing  blessed  with  the  conversation  and  tender  offices  of  my 
admirer,  whose  love  and  attention  I  wholly  engrossed.  In 
a  word,  he  gave  up  all  business  and  amusement,  and  con¬ 
centered  all  his  care  and  assiduity  in  ministering  to  ray  case 
and  satisfaction.  And  sure  I  had  no  cause  to  regret  what  I 
had  suffered  on  his  account. 

But  this  my  agreeable  situation  was  one  day  disturbed  by 
a  most  alarming  accident,  by  which  my  life  w  as  drawn  into 
imminent  danger.  The  room  under  my  bed-chamber  took 
tire  ;  I  immediately  smelled  it,  and  saw  the  people  about  me 
in  the  utmost  perplexity  and  consternation,  though  they 
would  not  own  the  true  cause  of  their  confusion,  lest  my 
health  should  suffer  in  the  fright.  Nevertheless,  I  was  so 
calm  in  my  inquiries,  that  they  ventured  to  tell  me  my  sus¬ 
picion  was  but  too  just :  upon  which  I  gave  such  directions 
as  I  thought  would  secure  me  from  catching  cold,  in  case 
there  should  be  a  necessity  for  removing  me  ;  but  the  fire 
being  happily  extinguished,  I  escaped  that  ceremony,  which 
might  have  cost  me  my  life.  Indeed  it  was  surprising  that 
the  agitation  of  my  spirits  did  not  produce  some  fatal  effect 
upon  my  constitution  ;  and  I  looked  upon  my  deliverance 
as  the  protection  of  a  particular  providence. 

Though  I  escaped  the  hazard  of  a  sudden  removal,  I  found 
it  w  as  high  time  to  change  my  lodgings,  because  the  neigh¬ 
bours  rushing  into  the  house,  upon  the  alarm  of  fire,  had 
discovered  my  situation,  though  they  were  ignorant  of  my 
name  ;  and  I  did  not  think  myself  safe  in  being  the  subject 
of  their  conjectures.  Mr.  S - ,  therefore,  procured  an¬ 

other  apartment,  with  better  accommodation,  to  which  I  was 
parried,  as  soon  as  my  health  would  admit  of  my  removal ; 
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and  soon  after  my  lord  wrote  to  me  by  the  hands  of  my  law¬ 
yer,  earnestly  entreating  me  to  drop  my  prosecution,  and 
come  home.  But  I  would  not  comply  with  his  request ; 
and  nothing  was  farther  from  my  intention  than  the  desire 
of  receiving  any  favours  at  his  hands. 

Thus  repulsed,  he  set  on  foot  a  most  accurate  search  for 
my  person ;  in  the  course  of  which  he  is  said  to  have  de¬ 
tected  several  ladies  and  young  girls,  who  had  reasons  for 
keeping  themselves  concealed  ;  and  had  like  to  have  been 
very  severly  handled  for  his  impertinent  curiosity.  Being 
unsuccessful  in  all  his  attempts,  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with 
one  Sir  R —  11 — ,  a  person  of  a  very  indifferent  character, 
who  undertook  to  furnish  him  with  an  infallible  expedient 
to  discover  the  place  of  my  abode,  if  he  would  gratify  him 
■with  a  bond  for  a  thousand  pounds  ;  which  being  executed 
accordingly,  this  worthy  knight  advertised  me  and  my  maid 
in  the  public  papers,  offering  one  hundred  pounds  as  a  re¬ 
ward  to  any  person  who  should  disclose  the  place  of  our  re¬ 
tirement. 

As  soon  as  the  paper  fell  into  my  hands,  1  was  again  in¬ 
volved  in  perplexit  y  ;  and,  being  afraid  of  stay  ing  in  town,  re¬ 
solved,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  lover,  to  accept  of  an  in¬ 
vitation  I  had  received  from  the  duke  of  K - ,  who  had  by 

this  time  arrived  in  England,  with  that  lady  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  one  of  our  parties  at  Paris.  Having 
visited  my  little  infant,  I  next  day  set  out  for  the  duke’s 
country  seat,  which  is  a  most  elegant  chateau,  and  stands  in 

a  charming  situation  :  Mr.  S - followed  in  a  few  days. 

We  met  with  a  very  cordial  reception  ;  his  grace  was  civil 
and  good-natured,  lived  nobly,  and  loved  pleasure  ;  madam 
la  T —  was  formed  to  please  ;  there  was  always  a  great  deal 
of  good  company  in  the  house ;  so  that  we  passed  our  time 
agreeably  in  playing  at  billiards  and  cards,  hunting,  walk¬ 
ing,  reading,  and  conversation. 

But  my  terms  of  happiness  were  generally  of  short  dur¬ 
ation.  In  the  midst  of  this  felicity  I  was  overtaken  by  a 
most  severe. affliction,  in  the  death  of  my  dear  hapless  infant, 
who  had  engrossed  a  greater  share  of  my  tenderness  than 
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perhaps  I  even  should  have  paid  to  the  offspring  of  a  legi¬ 
timate  contract;  because  the  circumstance  of  her  birth  would 
have  been  an  unsur mountable  misfortune  to  her  through 
the  whole  course  of  her  life,  and  rendered  her  absolutely 
dependent  on  my  love  and  protection. 

While  I  still  lamented  the  untimely  fate  of  this  fair  blos¬ 
som,  Lord  - came  down  and  demanded  me  as  his  wife ; 

but  the  suit  which  I  then  maintained  against  him  deprived 
him,  for  the  present,  of  an  husband’s  right ;  and  therefore 
the  duke  would  not  deliver  me  into  his  hands. 

In  six  months  he  repeated  his  visit  and  demand  ;  and  an 
agreement  was  patched  up,  in  consequence  of  which  I  con¬ 
sented  to  live  in  the  same  house  with. him,  on  condition  that 
he  should  never  desire  to  sleep  with  me,  or  take  any  other 
measure  to  disturb  my  peace  ;  otherwise  I  should  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  leave  him  again,  and  entitled  to  the  provision  of  a  se¬ 
parate  maintenance.  To  these  articles  1  assented,  by  the  advice 
of  my  lawyers,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  payment  of  my 
pin-money,  which  I  had  never  received  since  our  parting,  but 
subsisted  on  the  sale  of  my  jewels,  which  were  very  consi¬ 
derable,  and  had  been  presented  to  me  with  full  power  of 
alienation.  As  to  my  lover,  he  had  no  fortune  to  support 
me;  and  for  that  reason  I  was  scrupulously  cautious  of  aug¬ 
menting  his  expence. 

We  had  now  enjoyed  each  other’s  company  for  three 
years,  during  which  our  mutual  passion  had  suffered  no 
abatement,  nor  had  my  happiness  been  mixed  with  any  con¬ 
siderable  allay,  except  that  late  stroke  of  providence  which  I 
have  already  mentioned,  and  the  reflection  of  the  sorrow  that 
my  conduct  had  entailed  upon  my  dear  father,  whom  I 
loved  beyond  expression,  and  whom  nothing  could  have 
compelled  me  to  disoblige  but  a  more  powerful  flame,  that 
prevailed  over  every  other  consideration.  As  I  was  now 
forced  to  break  off  this  enchanting  correspondence,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  our  parting  cost  us  tire  most  acute  sens¬ 
ations  of  grief  and  disappointment.  However,  there  was  no 
remedy :  I  tore  myself  from  his  arms,  took  my  leave  of  the 
family,  after  having  acknowledged  my  obligations  to  the 
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duke,  and  set  out  for  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  I  wras 
met  by  my  lord,  attended  by  a  steward  whom  he  had  lately 
engaged,  and  who  was  one  chief  cause  of  our  future  separa¬ 
tions.  My  lord,  having  quitted  his  house  in  town,  conduct¬ 
ed  me  to  his  lodgings  in  Pall-mall,  and  insisted  upon  sleep¬ 
ing  with  me  the  first  night ;  but  I  refused  to  gratify  his  de¬ 
sire,  on  the  authority  of  our  agreement. 

This  dispute  produced  a  quarrel,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  attempted  to  leave  the  house.  He  endeavouring  to  pre¬ 
vent  my  retreat,  I  fairly  locked  him  in,  ran  down  stairs,  and, 
calling  a  hackney  coach,  made  the  best  of  my  way  into  the 
city,  to  my  father’s  lodgings,  where  I  lay,  the  family  being 
in  town,  though  he  himself  was  in  the  country.  I  wrote  to 
him  immediately  ;  and,  when  he  came  to  London,  declared 
my  intention' of  separating  from  my  lord  ;  in  which,  seeing 
me  obstinate  and  determined,  he  at  length  acquiesced,  and  a 
formal  separation  accordingly  ensued,  which  at  that  time  f 
thought  binding  and  immutable. 

I  was  now  sheltered  under  the  wings  of  an  indulgent 
father,  who  had  taken  me  into  favour  again,  on  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  my  commerce  with  Mr.  S.  was  absolutely  at  an 
end.  Nevertheless,  though  we  had  separated,  in  all  ap¬ 
pearance,  for  ever,  we  had  previously  agreed  to  maintain 
our  correspondence  in  private  interviews,  which  should 
escape  the  notice  of  the  world,  with  which  I  w  as  again  oblig¬ 
ed  to  keep  some  measures. 

Our  parting  at  the  duke  of  K - ’s  house  in  the  country 

w  as  attended  with  all  the  genuine  marks  bf  sincere  and  reci¬ 
procal  affection,  and  I  lived  in  the  sweet  hope  of  seeing  him 
again,  in  all  the  transport  of  his  fonner  passion,  when  my 
lawyer,  who  received  my  letters,  brought  me  a  billet  one 
night,  just  as  I  had  gone  to  bed.  Seeing  the  superscription 

of  S - ’s  hand  writing,  I  opened  it  with  all  the  impatience 

of  an  absent  lover ;  but  how  shall  I  describe  the  astonish¬ 
ment  and  consternation  with  which  I  was  seized,  when  I  pe¬ 
rused  the  contents !  Instead  of  the  most  tender  vows  and 
protestations,  this  fatal  epistle  began  with,  madam ,  the  best 
thing  you  can  do  is  to  return  to  your  father ,  or  some  cold 
and  killing  expression  to  that  effect. 
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Heaven  and  earth  !  what  did  I  feel  at  this  dire  conjunc¬ 
ture  !  the  light  forsook  my  eyes,  a  cold  sweat  bedewe  d  my 
limbs,  and  I  was  overwhelmed  with  such  a  torrent  of  sor¬ 
row  and  surprise,  that  every  body  present  believed  I  would 
have  died  under  the  violent  agitation.  They  endeavoured 
to  support  my  spirits  with  repeated  draughts  of  strong  li¬ 
quor,  which  had  no  sensible  effect  upon  my  constitution, 
though  for  eight  whole  years  I  had  drank  nothing  stronger 
than  water  ;  and  I  must  have  infallibly  perished  in  the  first 
ecstacy  of  my  grief,  had  it  not  made  its  way  in  a  fit  of  tears 
and  exclamation,  in  which  I  continued  all  night,  to  the 
amazement  of  the  family,  whom  my  condition  had  alarmed, 
and  raised  from  their  repose.  My  father  was  the  only  per¬ 
son  who  guessed  the  cause  of  my  affliction ;  lie  said  he  was 
sure  1  had  received  some  ill  usage  in  a  letter  or  message  from 
that  rascal  S —  (so  he  termed  him  in  the  bitterness  of  passion). 

At  mention  of  that  name  my  agony  redoubled  to  such  a 
degree,  that  all  who  were  present  wept  at  sight  of  my  de¬ 
plorable  condition.  My  poor  father  shed  a  flood  of  tears, 
and  conjured  me  to  tell  him  the  cause  of  my  disquiet :  upon 
which,  rather  than  confess  the  truth,  I  amused  his  concern, 
by  pretending  that  my  lover  was  ill.  The  whole  family  hav¬ 
ing  staid  by  me  till  I  was  a  little  more  composed,  left  me  to 
the  care  of  my  maid,  who  put  me  into  bed  about  six  in  the 
morning,  but  I  enjoyed  no  rest ;  I  revolved  every  circum¬ 
stance  of  my  conduct,  endeavouring  to  find  out  the  cause  of 
this  fatal  change  in  S - ’s  disposition  ;  and  as  I  could  re¬ 

collect  nothing  which  could  justly  give  offence,  concluded 
that  some  malicious  person  had  abused  his  ears  with  stories 
to  my  prejudice. 

W  ith  this  conjecture  I  got  up,  and  sent  my  lawyer  to 
him  with  a  letter,  wherein  I  insisted  upon  seeing  him,  that 
I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  justifying  myself  in  person  ; 
a  task  which  would  be  easily  performed,  as  I  had  never  of¬ 
fended,  but  in  loving  too  well.  I  waited  with  the  most 
anxious  impatience  for  the  return  of  my  messenger,  who 
brought  me  an  answer  couched  in  the  coldest  terms  of  civi¬ 
lity  which  indifference  could  dictate  ;  acknowledging,  how- 
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ever,  that  he  had  nothing  to  lay  to  my  charge,  but  that  it 
was  for  the  good  of  us  both  we  should  part.  He  ought  to 
have  reflected  on  that  before,  not  after  1  had  sacrificed  my  all 
for  his  love !  I  was  well  nigh  distracted  by  this  confirmation 
of  his  inconstancy  ;  and  I  wonder  to  this  day  how  I  retain¬ 
ed  the  use  of  my  reason  under  such  circumstances  of  horror 
and  despair  !  My  grief  laid  aside  all  decorum  and  restraint; 

I  told  my  father  that  S -  was  dying,  and  that  I  would 

visit  him  with  all  expedition. 

Startled  at  the  proposal,  this  careful  parent  demonstrated 
the  fatal  consequence  of  such  an  unguarded  step,  reminded 
me  of  the  difficulty  with  which  he  had  prevailed  upon  my 
mother  and  uncle  to  forgive  my  former  imprudence,  observ¬ 
ed  that  his  intention  was  to  carry  me  into  the  country  next 
day,  in  order  to  effect  a  perfect  reconciliation  ;  but  now  I 
was  on  the  bl  ink  of  forfeiting  all  pretensions  to  their  regard, 
by  committing  another  fatal  error,  which  could  not  possibly 
be  retrieved ;  and  that,  for  his  part,  w  hatever  pangs  it  might 
cost  him,  he  was  resolved  to  banish  me  from  his  sight  for 
ever. 

While  he  uttered  this  declaration,  the  tears  trickled  down 
his  cheeks,  and  he  seemed  overwhelmed  with  the  keenest 
sorrow  and  mortification ;  so  it  may  be  easily  conceiv¬ 
ed  w  hat  were  the  impressions  of  my  grief,  reinforced  with 
the  affliction  of  a  father  whom  I  dearly  loved,  and  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  being  the  cause  of  all  his  disquiet !  I  was  struck 
dumb  with  remorse  and  woe ;  and,  when  I  recovered  the 
use  of  speech,  I  told  him  how  sensible  I  was  of  his  great 
goodness  and  humanity,  and  owned  how  little  I  deserved 
liis  favour  and  affection  ;  that  the  sense  of  my  own  unworthi- 
ness  was  one  cause  of  my  present  distraction ;  for  such 

was  the  condition  of  my  fate,  that  I  must  either  see  S - or 

die.  1  said,  though  I  could  not  expect  his  forgiveness,  I 
was  surely  worthy  of  his  compassion  ;  that  nothing  but  the 
most  irresistible  passion  could  have  misled  me  at  the  first 
from  my  duty,  or  tempted  me  to  incur  the  least  degree  of 
his  displeasure  ;  that  the  same  fatal  influence  still  prevailed, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  the  grave,  which 
was  the  only  abode  in  w  hich  I  hoped  for  peace. 
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While  I  expressed  myself  in  this  manner,  my  dear  good 
father  wept  with  the  most  tender  sympathy,  and,  saying  I. 
might  do  as  I  pleased,  for  he  had  done  with  me,  quitted  the 
room,  leaving  me  to  the  cruel  sensations  of  my  own  heart, 
which  almost  bursted  with  anguish,  upbraiding  me  with  a 
fault  which  I  could  not  help  committing. 

I  immediately  hired  a  chariot  and  six,  and  would  have 
set  out  by  myself,  had  not  my  father’s  affection,  which  all 
my  errors  could  not  efface,  provided  an  attendant.  He  saw 
me  quite  delirious  and  desperate  ;  and  therefore  engaged  a 
relation  of  my  own  to  accompany  and  take  care  of  me  irk 
this  rash  expedition. 

During  this  journey,  which  lasted  two  days,  I  felt  no  re¬ 
mission  of  grief  and  anxiety,  but  underwent  the  most  into¬ 
lerable  sorrow  and  suspense  :  at  last  we  arrived  at  a  little 
house  called  the  hut ,  on  Salisbury  plain,  where,  in  the  most 

frantic  agitation,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  S - ,  describing  the 

miserable  condition  to  which  I  was  reduced  by  his  unkind¬ 
ness,  and  desiring  to  see  him  with  the  most  earnest  solicit¬ 
ations. 

This  billet  I  committed  to  the  care  of  my  attendant,  and 

laid  strong  injunctions  upon  him  to  tell  Mr.  S- - ,  my 

injuries  were  so  great,  and  my  despair  so  violent,  that,  if 
he  did  not  favour  me  with  a  visit,  I  would  go  to  him,  though 
at  his  sister’s  house,  where  he  then  was. 

He  received  my  message  with  great  coldness,  and  told  my 
friend,  that  if  I  would  return  to  London  without  insisting 
upon  the  interview  I  demanded,  he  would,  in  a  little  time, 
follow  me  to  town,  and  every  thing  should  be  amicably  ad¬ 
justed  ;  but  when  the  messenger  assured  him,  that  I  was  too 
much  transported  with  grief  to  hear  of  such  a  proposal,  lie 
consented  to  meet  me  in  the  middle  of  Salisbury  plain,  that 
we  might  avoid  all  observation :  and  though  I  was  little  able 
to  walk,  I  set  out  on  foot  for  the  place  of  assignation,  my 
companion  following  at  a  small  distance. 

When  I  saw  him  leading  his  horse  down  the  hill,  I  col¬ 
lected  all  my  fortitude,  and  advanced  to  him  with  all  the 
speed  I  could  exert ;  but  when  I  made  an  effort  to  speak, 
Vol.  111.  D 
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my  tongue  denied  its  office ;  and  so  lively  was  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  unutterable  sorrow  in  my  countenance,  that  his 
heart  (hard  as  it  was)  melted  at  sight  of  my  sufferings,  which 
he  well  knew  proceeded  from  the  sincerity  of  my  love.  At 
length  I  recovered  the  use  of  speech  enough  to  tell  him,  that 
I  was  come  to  take  my  leave;  and,  when  I  would  have  pro¬ 
ceeded,  my  voice  failed  me  again  :  but,  after  a  considerable 
pause,  I  found  means,  with  great  difficulty,  to  let  him  know 
how  sensible  I  was  of  my  own  incapacity  to  retrieve  his  lost 
affections  ;  but  that  I  was  willing  (if  possible)  to  retain  his 
esteem,  of  which,  could  I  be  assured,  I  would  endeavour  to 
compose  myself ;  that  I  was  determined  to  leave  the  king¬ 
dom,  because  I  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  those  places  where 
we  had  been  so  happy  in  our  mutual  love;  and  that,  till 
my  departure,  I  hoped  he  would  visit  me  sometimes,  that  I 
might,  by  degrees,  wean  myself  from  his  company  ;  for  I 
should  not  be  able  to  survive  the  shock  of  being  deprived  of 
him  all  at  once. 

This  address  may  seem  very  humble  to  an  unconcerned 
observer;  but  love  will  tame  the  proudest  disposition,  as 
plainly  appeared  in  my  case  ;  for  I  had  naturally  as  much 
spirit,  or  more,  than  the  generality  of  people  have.  Mr. 
S - was  so  much  confounded  at  the  manner  of  my  behavi¬ 

our,  that  he  scarce  knew  what  answer  to  make;  for  (as  he 
afterwards  owned)  he  expected  to  hear  himself  upbraided  ; 
but  he  w  as  not  proof  against  my  tenderness.  After  some  he¬ 
sitation,  he  said,  he  never  meant  to  forsake  rne  entirely  ;  that 
his  affection  was  still  unimpaired,  and  that  he  would  follow 
me  directly  to  London.  I  imposed  upon  myself,  and  be¬ 
lieved  what  he  said,  because  I  could  not  bear  to  think  of 
parting  with  him  forever,  and  returned  to  town  in  a  more 
tranquil  state  of  mind  than  that  in  w  hich  I  had  left  my  fa¬ 
ther,  though  my  heart  was  far  from  being  at  ease  ;  my  fears 
being  ingenious  enough  to  foresee,  that  I  should  never  be 
able  to  overcome  his  indifference. 

I  took  lodgings  in  Mount  street,  and  my  maid  having  dis¬ 
posed  of  herself  in  marriage,  hired  another  who  supplied 
her  place  very  much  to  my  satisfaction  :  she  was  a  good  I 
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girl,  had  a  particular  attachment  to  me,  and,  for  many  years, 
during  which  she  lived  in  my  service,  was  indefatigably  as¬ 
siduous  in  contributing  to  my  ease,  or  rather  in  alleviating 

my  affliction  :  for,  though  S - came  up  to  town  according 

to  promise,  and  renewed  a  sort  of  correspondence  with  me 
for  the  space  of  five  months,  his  complaisance  would  extend 
no  farther  ;  and  he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had  de¬ 
termined  to  go  abroad  with  Mr.  V —  ;  whom  he  according¬ 
ly  accompanied  in  his  embassy  to  D - -n. 

I  understood  the  real  cause  of  this  expedition,  which,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  oaths  and  protestations  of  unabated  love  and 
regard,  I  construed  into  a  palpable  mark  of  dislike  and  dis¬ 
respect  :  nor  could  the  repeated  assurances  I  received  from 
him  in  letters  mitigate  the  anguish  and  mortification  that 
preyed  upon  my  hear.  I  therefore  gave  up  all  hopes  of  re¬ 
covering  the  happiness  I  had  lost :  I  told  him  on  the  eve  of 
his  departure,  that  lie  might  exercise  his  gallantry  a  great 
while,  before  he  would  meet  with  my  fellow  in  point  of  sin¬ 
cerity  and  love  ;  for  I  would  rather  have  been  a  servant  in 
his  house,  with  the  privilege  of  seeing  him,  than  the  queen 
of  England  debarred  of  that  pleasure. 

When  he  took  his  leave,  and  went  down  stairs,  I  shrunk 
at  every  step  he  made,  as  if  a  new  wound  had  been  inflicted 
upon  me ;  and  when  1  heard  the  door  shut  behind  him,  my 
heart  died  within  me.  (I  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  after¬ 
wards,  he  lamented  the  loss  of  me  prodigiously,  and  that  he 
had  never  been  so  happy  since.)  I  sat  down  to  write  a  let¬ 
ter,  in  which  I  forgave  his  indifference,  because  I  knew  the 
affections  are  altogether  involuntary,  and  wished  him  all  the 
happiness  he  deserved.  I  then  walked  up  and  down  the 
room  in  the  most  restless  anxiety,  was  put  to  bed  by  my 
maid,  rose  at  six,  mounted  my  horse,  and  rode  forty  miles, 
in  order  to  fatigue  myself,  that  I  might  next  night  enjoy 
some  repose.  This  exercise  I  daily  underwent  for  months 
together  ;  and  when  it  did  not  answer  my  purpose,  I  used 
to  walk  round  Hyde  park  in  the  evening,  when  the  place 
was  quite  solitary  and  unvisited  by  any  other  human  creature. 

In  the  course  of  this  melancholy  perambulation,  I  w  as  one 
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day  accosted  by  a  very  great  man,  wlio,  after  the  first  salut¬ 
ation,  asked  whether  or  not  my  intercourse  with  S - was  at 

an  end  ?  and  if  I  had  any  allowance  from  my  husband?  To 
ihe  first  of  these  questions  I  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  and 
to  the  last  answered,  that  my  lord  did  not  allow  me  a  great 
deal — indeed  I  might  have  truly  said  nothing  at  all ;  but  I 
w  as  too  proud  to  own  my  indigence.  He  then  expressed  his 
wonder,  how  one  like  me,  w  ho  had  been  used  to  splendour 
and  affluence  from  my  cradle,  could  make  shift  to  live  in 
my  present  narrow  circumstances  ;  and,  when  I  told  him 
that  1  could  make  a  very  good  shift,  so  I  had  peace,  he 
seemed  to  lamertt  my  situation,  and  very  kindly  invited  me 
to  sup  with  his  wife  at  his  house.  I  accepted  the  invitation, 
without  any  apprehension  of  the  consequence ;  and,  when 
I  went  to  the  place,  was  introduced  into  an  apartment  mag¬ 
nificently  lighted  up  (I  suppose)  for  my  reeeption. 

After  I  had  staid  alone  for  some  time  in  this  mysterious 
situation,  without  seeing  a  living  soul,  my  inviter  appeared, 
and  said,  he  hoped  I  would  not  take  it  amiss  that  he  and  I 
were  to  sup  by  ourselves,  as  he  had  something  to  say,  which 
could  not  be  so  properly  communicated  before  company  or 
servants.  I  then,  for  the  first  time,  perceived  his  drift,  to 
my  no  small  surprise  and  indignation  ;  and,  with  evident 
marks  of  displeasure,  told  him,  I  was  sure  he  had  nothing 
to  propose  that  would  be  agreeable  to  my  inclination,  and 
that  I  would  immediately  leave  the  house  :  upon  which  he 
gave  me  to  understand,  that  I  could  not  possibly  retire,  be¬ 
cause  he  had  sent  away  my  chair,  and  all  his  servants  were 
disposed  to  obey  his  orders. 

Incensed  at  this  declaration,  which  I  considered  as  an  in¬ 
sult,  I  answered  with  an  air  of  resolution — it  was  very  well; 
I  despised  his  contrivance,  and  was  afraid  of  nobody.  See¬ 
ing  me  thus  alarmed,  he  assured  me  I  had  no  reason  to  be 
afraid ;  that  he  had  loved  me  long,  and  could  find  no  other 

opportunity  of  declaring  his  passion.  He  said,  the  q - 1 

had  told  him  that  Lord - had  renewed  his  addresses  tol 

me;  and  as  he  understood,  from  my  own  mouth,  my  cor-l 
respondence  with  S - was  absolutely  broke  off,  he  thought! 
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himself  as  well  entitled  as  another  to  my  regard.  In  con¬ 
clusion,  he  told  me,  that  I  might  command  his  purse,  and 
that  he  had  power  enough  to  bring  me  into  the  world 
again  with  eclat.  To  these  advances  I  replied,  that  he  was 
very  much  mistaken  in  his  opinion  of  my  character,  if  he 
imagined  I  was  to  be  won  by  any  temptations  of  fortune — and 
very  frankly  declared,  that  I  would  rather  give  myself  to  a 
footman,  than  sell  myself  to  a  prince. 

Supper  being  served,  we  sat  down  together ;  but  I  would 
neither  eat  nor  drink  any  thing  except  a  little  bread  and  wfa- 
■4er;  for  I  was  an  odd  whimsical  girl,  and  it  came  into  my 
head,  that  he  might  perhaps  have  mixed  something  in  the 
victuals  or  wine,  which  would  alter  my  way  of  thinking.  In 
short,  finding  himself  baffled  in  all  his  endeavours,  he  per¬ 
mitted  ine  about  twelve  o’clock  to  depart  in  peace,  and  gave 
up  his  suit  as  a  desperate  cause. 

This  uncomfortable  life  did  I  lead  for  a  whole  twelve- 
month,  without  feeling  the  least  abatement  of  my  melancho¬ 
ly.  Finding  myself  worn  to  a  skeleton,  1  resumed  my  for¬ 
mer  resolution  of  trying  to  profit  by  change  of  place,  and 
actually  went  abroad,  with  no  other  attendant  than  my  wo¬ 
man,  and  the  utmost  indifference  for  life.  My  intention  was 
to  have  gone  to  the  south  of  France,  where  I  thought  I  could 
have  subsisted  on  the  little  I  had  left,  which  amounted  to 
five  hundred  pounds,  until  the  issue  of  my  law-suit,  by  which 
I  hoped  to  obtain  some  provision  from  my  lord  ;  and,  with¬ 
out  all  doubt,  my  expectation  wohld  have  been  answered, 
had  I  put  this  my  plan  in  execution  :  but,  being  at  Paris, 
from  whence  I  purposed  to  set  forward  in  a  few  days,  I  sent 
to  M.  K — ,  Avho  had  been  formerly  intimate  with  my  father, 
and  shewn  me  many  civilities  during  my  first  residence  in 
France. 

I  his  gentleman  favoured  me  with  a  visit,  and,  when  I 
made  him  acquainted  with  my  scheme,  dissuaded  me  from 
it,  as  an  uncomfortable  determination.  lie  advised  me  to 
stay  to  Paris,  where,  with  good  economy,  I  could  live  as 
cheap  as  in  any  other  place,  and  enjoy  the  conversation  and 
countenance  of  my  friends,  among  w  hich  number  he  declar* 
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ed  himself  one  of  the  most  faithful.  lie  assured  me,  that  I 
should  be  always  welcome  to  his  table,  and  want  for  nothing. 
He  promised  to  recommend  me  as  a  lodger  to  a  friend  of  his, 
with  whom  I  would  live  in  a  frugal  and  decent  manner ;  and 
observed,  that,  as  the  woman  was  well  known  and  esteemed 
by  all  the  English  company  in  Paris,  it  would  be  the  most 
reputable  step  I  could  take  (considering  my  youth  and  situ¬ 
ation),  to  lodge  with  a  creditable  person,  who  could  answer 
for  my  conduct.  Thus  persuaded,  I  very  simply  followed 
his  advice — I  say  simply,  because,  notwithstanding  his  re¬ 
presentations,  I  soon  found  my  money  melt  away,  without, 
any  prospect  of  a  fresh  supply.  In  lieu  of  this,  however,  I 
passed  my  time  very  agreeably  in  several  English  and  some 
French  families,  where,  in  a  little  time,  I  became  quite  in¬ 
timate,  saw  a  great  deal  of  company,  and  was  treated  with 
the  utmost  politeness  and  regard  ;  yet,  in  the  midst  of  these 
pleasures,  many  a  melancholy  sigh  would  rise  at  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  my  beloved  S - ,  whom,  for  several  years,  I 

could  not  recollect  without  emotion  ;  but  time,  company, 
amusements,  and  change  of  place,  in  a  great  measure  dissi¬ 
pated  these  ideas,  and  enabled  me  to  bear  my  fate  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  resignation. 

On  my  last  arrival  at  Paris,  I  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd 
of  professed  admirers,  w  ho  sighed  and  flattered  in  the  usual 
forms  ;  but  besides  that  my  heart  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
contract  new  engagements,  I  was  prepossessed  against  them 
all,  bv  supposing  that  they  presumed  upon  the  knowledge 
of  my  indiscretion  with  S - ;  and  therefore  rejected  their  ad¬ 

dresses  with  detestation  and  disdain  ; — for,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  I  was  not  to  be  won  but  by  the  appearance  of 
esteem,  and  the  most  respectful  carriage;  and  though,  by  a 
false  step,  I  had,  in  my  own  opinion,  forfeited  my  title  to 
the  one,  I  was  resolved  to  discourage  the  advances  of  any 
man  who  seemed  deficient  in  the  other. 

In  this  manner  my  lovers  were  one  by  one  repulsed,  almost 
as  soon  as  they  presented  themselves,  and  I  preserved  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  my  heart,  until  I  became  acquainted  with  a 
certain  peer,  whom  I  often  saw  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  P — ,  an 
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English  lady  then  resident  at  Paris.  This  young  nobleman 
professed  himself  deepl  y  enamoured  of  me,  in  a  style  so  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  my  other  admirers,  that  I  heard  his  pro¬ 
testations  without  disgust ;  and,  though  my  inclinations  were 
still  free,  could  not  find  in  my  heart  to  discountenance  his 
addresses,  which  were  preferred  with  the  most  engaging 
modesty,  disinterestedness,  and  respect. 

By  these  never-failing  arts,  he  gradually  conquered  my 
indifference,  and  gained  the  preference  in  my  esteem  from 
Lord  C — y  and  the  Prince  of  C — ,  who  were  at  that  time 
his  rivals.  But  what  contributed  more  than  any  considera¬ 
tion  to  his  success  was,  his  declaring  openly,  that  he  would 
marry  me  without  hesitation,  as  soon  I  could  obtain  a  divorce 
from  my  present  husband,  which,  in  all  probability,  might 
have  been  easily  procured ;  for,  before  I  left  England,  Lord 

-  had  offered  me  five  thousand  pounds,  if  I  would 

consent  to  such  a  mutual  release,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty 
to  espouse  one  Miss  W —  of  Kent,  to  whom  he  then  made 
love  upon  honourable  terms ;  but  1  was  fool  enough  to  refuse 

his  proposal  by  the  advice  of  S - :  and  whether  or  not  his 

lordship,  finding  it  impracticable  to  wed  his  new  mistress, 
began  to  make  love  upon  another  footing,  I  know  not;  but, 
certain  it  is,  the  mother  forbade  him  the  house,  a  circum¬ 
stance  which  he  took  so  heniously  ill,  that  he  appealed  to  the 
world  in  a  public  advertisement,  beginning  with, — 4  where¬ 
as,  for  some  time,  I  have  passionately  loved  Miss  W — ,  and, 
upon  my  not  complying  with  the  mother’s  proposals,  they 
have  turned  me  out  of  doors — this  is  to  justify,’  &c. 

This  declaration,  signed  with  his  name,  was  actually  print¬ 
ed  in  a  number  of  detached  advertisements,  which  he  order¬ 
ed  to  be  distributed  to  the  public ;  and  afterwards,  being 
convinced  by  some  of  his  friends  that  he  had  done  a  very  silly 
thing,  he  recalled  them  at  half  a  guinea  a-piece  :  a  copy  of 
one  of  them  was  sent  to  me  at  Paris,  and  I  believe  my  father 
has  now  one  of  the  originals  in  his  possession.  After  this 
wise  vindication  of  his  conduct,  he  made  an  attempt  to  carry 
off  the  lady  from  church  by  force  of  arms  ;  but  she  was  res¬ 
cued  by  the  neighbours,  headed  by  her  brother,  who  being 
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an  attorney,  had  like  to  have  made  his  lordship  smart  severe¬ 
ly  for  this  exploit. 

Meanwhile  my  new  admirer  had  made  some  progress  in 
my  heart;  and,  my  finances  being  exhausted,  I  was  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  returning  to  Lord - again,  or  ac¬ 
cepting  Earl  B - ’s  love.  When  my  affairs  were  brought 

to  that  issue,  I  made  no  hesitation  in  my  choice,  putting 
myself  under  the  protection  of  a  man  of  honour  whom  I 
esteemed,  rather  than  suffer  every  sort  of  mortification  from 
a  person  who  was  the  object  of  my  abhorrence  and  contempt. 
From  a  mistaken  pride,  I  chose  to  live  in  Lord  B — ’s  house, 
rather  than  be  maintained  at  his  expence  in  any  other  place. 
W  e  spent  several  months  agreeably  in  balls  and  other  diver¬ 
sions,  visited  Lord  B — k,  who  lived  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
leagues  from  Paris,  and  staid  some  days  at  his  house,  where 
the  entertainment  was,  in  all  respects,  delightful,  elegant, 
and  refined.  Their  habitation  was  the  rendezvous  of  the 
best  company  in  France ;  and  Lady  B — k  maintained  the 
same  superiority  in  her  own  sex,  for  which  her  lord  is  so 
justly  distinguished  among  the  men. 

About  Christmas  we  set  out  for  England,  accompanied 

by  a  little  North  Briton,  who  lived  with  Lord  B - as 

his  companion,  and  did  not  at  all  approve  of  our  correspond¬ 
ence  ;  whether  out  of  real  friendship  for  his  patron,  or  ap¬ 
prehension  that  in  time  I  might  supersede  his  own  influence 
with  my  lord,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determine.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  the  frost  was  so  severe,  that  we  were  detained  ten 
days  at  Calais  before  we  could  get  out  of  the  harbour  ;  and, 
during  that  time,  I  reflected  seriously  on  what  my  new  lover 
had  proposed.  As  he  was  very  young,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  world,  I  thought  my  story  might  have  escaped  him ; 
and  therefore  determined  to  give  him  a  faithful  detail  of  the 
whole,  that  he  might  not  have  any  thing  to  reproach  me 
with  in  the  sequel ;  besides,  I  did  not  think  it  honest  to  en¬ 
gage  him  to  do  more  for  me  than  he  might  afterwards,  per¬ 
haps,  think  I  was  worth.  Accordingly,  I  communicated  to 
him  every  particular  of  my  life ;  and  the  narration,  far  from 
altering  his  sentiments,  rather  confirmed  his  good  opinion, 
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by  exhibiting  an  undoubted  proof  of  my  frankness  and  sin¬ 
cerity.  In  short,  he  behaved  with  such  generosity,  as  made 
an  absolute  conquest  of  my  heart :  but  my  love  was  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  from  that  which  had  formerly  reigned  within  my 
breast,  being  founded  upon  the  warmest  gratitude  and  esteem, 
exclusive  of  any  other  consideration,  though  his  person  was 
very  agreeable  and  his  address  engaging. 

When  we  arrived  in  England,  I  went  directly  to  his  coun¬ 
try  seat,  about  twelve  miles  from  London,  where  he  soon 
joined  me,  and  we  lived  some  time  in  perfect  retirement,  his 
relations  being  greatly  alarmed  with  the  apprehension  that 

Lord - would  bring  *an  action  against  him,  though  he 

himself  desired  nothing  more,  and  lived  so  easy  under  that 
expectation,  that  they  soon  laid  aside  their  fears  on  his  ac¬ 
count. 

We  were  visited  by  Mr.  H - B - ,  a  relation  of  my 

lord,  and  one  Mr.  R - of  the  guards,  who,  with  the  little 

Scotchman  and  my  lover,  made  an  agreeable  set,  among 
whom  I  enjoyed  hunting,  and  all  manner  of  country  diver¬ 
sions.  As  to  Mr.  H - B - ,  if  ever  there  was  perfection' 

in  one  man,  it  centered  in  him  ;  or,  at  least,  he,  of  all  the 
men  I  ever  knew,  approached  nearest  to  that  idea  which  I 
had  conceived  of  a  perfect  character.  He  was  both  good 
and  great,  possessed  an  uncommon  genius,  and  the  best  of 

hearts.  Mr.  R - was  a  very  sociable  man,  had  a  good 

person,  and  cultivated  understanding ;  and  my  lord  was 
excessively  good  humoured  : — so  that,  with  such  compa¬ 
nions,  no  place  could  be  dull  or  insipid.  For  my  own  part, 
I  conducted  the  family;  and,  as  I  endeavoured  to  please 
and  make  every  body  happy,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  suc¬ 
ceed.  Mr.  B - told  me,  that,  before  he  saw  me,  he  heard 

I  was  a  fool ;  but  finding  (as  he  was  pleased  to  say)  that  I 
had  been  egregiously  misrepresented,  he  courted  my  friend¬ 
ship,  and  a  correspondence  commenced  between  us  :  indeed, 
it  was  impossible  for  any  person  to  know  him,  without  en¬ 
tertaining  the  utmost  esteem  and  veneration  for  his  virtue. 

After  I  had  lived  some  time  in  this  agreeable  retreat,  my 
husband  began  to  make  a  bustle.  He  sent  a  message,  de- 
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manding  me  from  Lord  B - ;  then  came  in  person,  with 

•  his  nightcap  in  his  pocket,  intending  to  have  staid  all  night,  . 
had  he  been  asked,  and  attended  by  a  relation,  whom  lie 
assured  that  1  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  detained  by  force 
from  his  arms. 

Finding  himself  disappointed  in  his  expectations,  he  com¬ 
menced  a  law-suit  against  Lord  B - ,  though  not  for  a 

divorce,  as  we  desired,  but  with  a  view  to  reclaim  me  as  his 
lawful  wife.  His  lawyers,  however,  attempted  to  prove 
criminal  conversation,  in  hopes  of  extorting  money  from  my 
lover  :  but  their  endeavours  were  altogether  fruitless ;  for  no 

servant  of  Lord  B - ’s  or  mine  could  with  justice  say  we 

were  ever  seen  to  trespass  against  modesty  and  decorum ; 
so  that  the  plaintiff'  was  nonsuited. 

While  this  cause  was  depending,  all  my  lover’s  friends 
expressed  tear  and  concern  for  the  issue,  while  he  himself 
behaved  with  the  utmost  resolution,  and  gave  me  such  con¬ 
vincing  proofs  of  a  strong  and  steady  affection,  as  augment¬ 
ed  my  gratitude,  and  ri vetted  the  ties  of  my  love,  which 
’  was  unblemished,  faithful,  and  sincere. 

Soon  after  this  event,  I  was  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of 
illness,  in  which  1  was  visited  by  my  father,  and  attended 
by  two  physicians,  one  of  whom  despaired  of  my  life,  and 

took  his  leave  accordingly  ;  but  Dr.  S - ,  who  was  the 

other,  persisted  in  his  attendance,  and*,  in  all  human  ap¬ 
pearance,  saved  my  life  ;  a  circumstance  by  which  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  great  share  of  reputation  :  yet,  notwithstanding  all 
his  assistance,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for  ten  weeks;  dur¬ 
ing  which  Lord  B - ’s  grief  was  immoderate,  his  care  and 

generosity  unlimited.  While  I  lay  in  this  extremity,  Mr. 

S - ,  penetrated  by  my  melancholy  condition,  which  re¬ 

vived  his  tenderness,  begged  leave  to  be  admitted  to  my 

presence;  and  Lord  B -  would  have  complied  with  his 

request,  had  I  not  been  judged  too  weak  to  bear  the  shock 
of  such  an  interview'.  My  constitution,  however,  agreeably 
disappointed  their  fears ;  and  the  fever  had  no  sooner  left 
me,  than  1  was  removed  to  a  hunting  seat  belonging  to  my 
lover,  from  whence,  after  I  had  recovered  my  strength,  we 


5 


PEREGRINE  FICKLE. 


59 


went  to  B - castle,  where  we  kept  open  house :  and, 

while  we  remained  at  this  place,  Lord  B - received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Lord - ,  dated  in  November,  challenging  him 

to  single  combat  in  May,  upon  the  frontiers  of  France  and 
Flanders.  This  defiance  was  sent  in  consequence  of  what 
had  passed  betwixt  them  long  before  my  indisposition,  at  a 
meeting  in  a  certain  tavern,  where  they  quarrelled,  and,  in 
the  fray,  my  lover  threw  his  antagonist  under  the  table.  I 
counselled  him  to  take  no  notice  of  this  rhodomontade,  which 
I  knew  was  void  of  all  intention  of  performance ;  and  he  was 
w  ise  enough  to  follow  my  advice,  resolved,  however,  should 
the  message  be  repeated,  to  take  the  challenger  at  his  word. 

Having  resided  some  time  in  this  place,  w'e  returned  to  the 

other  country  house  which  he  had  left,  where  Lord  B - 

addicted  himself  so  much  to  hunting,  and  other  male  diver¬ 
sions,  that  I  began  to  think  lie  neglected  me,  and  apprised 
him  of  my  suspicion,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  I 
would  leave  him  as  soon  as  my  opinion  should  be  confirmed. 

This  declaration  had  no  eflect  upon  his  behaviour,  which 

became  so  remarkably  cold,  that  even  Mr.  R - ,  who 

lived  with  us,  imagined  that  his  affection  was  palpably  di¬ 
minished.  When  I  went  to  town,  I  was  usually  attended 
by  his  cousin,  or  this  gentleman,  or  both,  but  seldom  favoured 
with  his  company  :  nay,  when  I  repaired  to  Bath,  for  the 
re-establishment  of  my  health,  he  permitted  me  to  go  alone — 
so  that  I  was  quite  persuaded  of  his  indifference  ;  and  yet  I 
was  mistaken  in  my  opinion :  but  I  had  been  spoiled  by  the 

behaviour  of  my  first  husband  and  Mr.  S - ,  who  never 

quitted  me  for  the  sake  of  any  amusement,  and  often  resisted 
the  calls  of  the  most  urgent  business,  rather  than  part  from 
me,  though  but  for  a  few  hours.  I  thought  every  man  who 
loved  me  truly  would  act  in  the  same  manner  ;  and,  whe¬ 
ther  I  am  right  or  wrong  in  my  conjectures,  1  leave  wiser 
casuists  to  judge.  Certain  it  is,  such  sacrifice  and  devotion 
is  the  most  pleasing  proof  of  an  admirer’s  passion ;  and, 
vot/ez  moi  plus  souvent ,  el  ne  me  donnez  rien,  is  one  of  my 
favourite  maxims.  A  man  may  give  money,  because  he  is 
profuse ;  he  may  be  violently  fond,  because  he  is  of  a  san- 
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gnine  constitution  :  but,  if  he  gives  me  his  time,  he  gives 
me  an  unquestionable  proof  of  my  being  in  full  possession  of 
his  heart. 

My  appearance  at  Bath,  without  the  company  of  Lord 

B - ,  occasioned  a  general  surprise,  and  encouraged  the 

men  to  pester  me  with  addresses,  every  new  admirfcr  endea¬ 
vouring  to  advance  his  suit  by  demonstrating  the  unkind  and 
disrespectful  behaviour  of  his  lordship.  Indeed  this  was  the 
most  effectual  string  they  could  touch  :  my  pride  and  re¬ 
sentment  were  alarmed,  and  I  was  weak  enough  to  listen  to 
one  man,  who  had  like  to  have  insinuated  himself  into  my 
inclinations.  He  was  tall  and  large  boned,  with  white  hair, 
inclining  to  what  is  called  sandy,  and  had  the  reputation  of 
being  handsome,  though  I  think  he  scarce  deserved  that  epi¬ 
thet.  lie  possessed  a  large  fortune,  loved  mischief,  and 
stuck  at  nothing  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  designs,  one 
of  his  chief  pleasures  being  that  of  setting  any  two  lovers  at 
variance.  He  employed  his  address  upon  me  with  great  as¬ 
siduity,  and  knew  so  well  how  to  manage  my  resentment, 
that  1  was  pleased  with  his  manner,  heard  his  vows  without 
disgust,  and,  in  a  word,  promised  to  deliberate  within  my¬ 
self  upon  his  proposals,  and  give  him  an  account  of  my  de¬ 
termination  in  writing. 

Thus  resolved,  I  went  to  Lord  B - ,  in  Wiltshire, 

whither  I  was  followed  by  this  pretender  to  my  heart,  who 
visited  us  on  the  footing  of  an  acquaintance  ;  but,  when  I 
reflected  on  what  I  had  done,  I  condemned  my  own  conduct 
as  indiscreet,  though  nothing  decisive  had  passed  between  us, 
and  began  to  hate  him  in  proportion  to  the  self-conviction  I 
felt,  perceiving  that  I  had  involved  myself  in  a  difficulty, 
from  which  I  should  not  be  easily  disengaged.  For  the  pre¬ 
sent,  however,  I  found  means  to  postpone  my  declaration  ; 
he  admitted  my  excuse,  and  I  returned  to  London  with 

Lord  B - ,  who  was  again  summoned  to  the  field  by  his 

former  challenger. 

II — d — n,  governor,  counsellor,  and  steward  to  this  little 

hero,  came  to  Lord  B - with  a  verbal  message,  import-. 

ing,  that  his  lordship  had  changed  his  mind  about  going  to 
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Flanders,  but  expected  to  meet  him,  on  snch  a  day  and 
hour,  in  the  burying  ground  near  Red-Lion  square.  Lord 

B - accepted  the  challenge,  and  gave  me  an  account  of 

what  had  passed;  but  he  had  been  anticipated  by  the  mes¬ 
senger,  who  had  already  tried  to  alarm  my  fears,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  consequence,  that  I  might  take  some 
measures  to  prevent  their  meeting.  I  perceived  his  drift,  and 

told  him  plainly,  that  Lord - had  no  intention  to  risk 

his  person,  though  he  endeavoured  with  all  his  might  to  per¬ 
suade  me,  that  his  principal  was  desperate  and  determined. 

I  knew  my  little  husband  too  well  to  think  he  would  bring 
matters  to  any  dangerous  issue,  and  Avas  apprehensive  of 

nothing  but  foul  play,  from  the  villany  of  H - n,  with 

which  I  was  equally  well  acquainted.  Indeed,  I  signified 
my  doubts  on  that  score  to  Mr.  B - ,  who  would  have  at¬ 

tended  his  kinsman  to  the  field,  had  he  not  thought  he  might 
be  liable  to  censure,  if  any  thing  should  happen  to  Lord 

B - ,  because  he  himself  was  heir-at-law  :  for  that  reason 

he  judiciously  declined  being  personally  concerned  ;  and  we 

pitched  upon  the  earl  of  A - ,  his  lordship’s  uncle,  Avho 

willingly  undertook  the  office. 

At  the  appointed  time  they  went  to  the  house  of  rendez¬ 
vous,  where  they  had  not  waited  long  when  the  challenger 
appeared,  in  a  new  pink  satin  Avaistcoat,  which  he  had  put 
on  for  the  occasion,  Avith  his  sword  under  his  arm,  and  his 
steward  by  him,  leaving,  in  an  hackney  coach  at  some 
distance,  a  surgeon  whom  he  had  provoided  for  the  care  of 
his  person.  Thus  equipped,  he  advanced  to  his  antagonist, 
and  desired  him  to  choose  his  ground  ;  upon  which  Lord 

B - told  him,  that  if  he  must  fall,  it  was  not  material 

which  grave  he  should  tumble  over. 

Our  little  hero,  finding  him  so  jocose  and  determined, 

turned  to  Lord  A - ,  and  desired  to  speak  with  him,  that 

he  might  disburden  his  conscience  before  they  should  begin 
the  Avork  of  death.  They  accordingly  went  aside  ;  and  he 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  his  motive  for  lighting,  was 

Lord  B - ’s  detaining  his  Avife  from  him  by  compulsion. 

The  carl  of  A - assured  him,  he  Avas  egregiously  mistaken 
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in  bis  conjecture  ;  that  liis  nephew  used  no  force  or  undue 
influence  to  keep  me  in  his  house  ;  but  it  could  not  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  he  would  turn  me  out  of  doors. 

This  explanation  was  altogether  satisfactory  to  Lord - , 

who  said  he  was  far  from  being  so  unreasonable,  as  to  ex¬ 
pect  Lord  B - would  commit  such  a  breach  of  hospitali¬ 

ty  ;  and  all  he  desired  was,  that  his  wife  should  be  left  to 
her  own  inclinations.  Upon  these  articles,  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded,  and  they  parted  without  bloodshed.  At  least  these 
are  the  particulars  of  the  story,  as  they  were  related  by  Lord 

A - ,  with  whom  I  laughed  heartily  at  the  adventure ;  for 

I  never  doubted  that  the  challenger  would  find  some  expedi¬ 
ent  to  prevent  the  duel,  though  I  wondered  how  he  muster¬ 
ed  up  resolution  enough  to  carry  it  so  far. 

That  he  might  not,  however,  give  us  any  more  trouble, 
we  resolved  to  go  and  enjoy  ourselves  in  France,  whither  I 
went  by  myself,  in  hopes  of  being  soon  joined  by  my  lover, 
who  was  obliged  to  stay  some  time  longer  in  England,  to 
settle  his  affairs.  He  was  so  much  affected  at  our  parting 
(though  but  for  a  few  weeks),  that  he  was  almost  distracted  : 
and  this  affliction  renewed  my  tenderness  for  him,  because 
it  was  an  undoubted  proof  of  his  love.  I  wrote  to  him  every 
post  from  France  ;  and,  as  I  had  no  secrets',  desired  him  to 
take  care  of  all  the  letters  that  should  come  to  his  house, 
directed  to  me,  after  my  departure  from  England. 

This  was  an  unfortunate  office  for  him,  in  the  execution 

of  which  he  chanced  to  open  a  letter  from  Sir  T - A - , 

with  whom  (as  I  have  already  observed)  I  had  some  corres¬ 
pondence  at  Bath.  I  had,  according  to  my  promise,  given 
this  gentleman  a  decisive  answer,  importing  that  1  was  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  in  my  present  situation  ;  but  as  Lord 

B - was  ignorant  of  my  sentiments  in  that  particular, 

and  perceived  from  the  letter  that  something  extraordinary 
had  passed  between  us,  and  that  I  was  earnestly  solicited  to 
leave  him,  lie  was  seized  with  the  most  utmost  consternation 
and  concern  ;  and  having  previously  obtained  the  king’s 
leave  to  go  abroad,  set  out  that  very  night  for  France,  leav¬ 
ing  his  affairs  in  the  greatest  confusion. 
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Sir  T - A - hearing  I  was  gone,  without  understand¬ 

ing  the  cause  of  my  departure,  took  the  same  route,  and 
botli  arrived  at  Dover  next  day.  They  heard  of  each  other’s 
motions  :  each  bribed  the  master  of  a  packet-boat  to  tran¬ 
sport  him  with  expedition  ;  but  that  depending  upon  the 
wind,  both  reached  Calais  at  the  same  tin  e,  though  in  dif¬ 
ferent  vessels.  Sir  T -  sent  his  valet  de  chambre,  post, 

with  a  letter,  entreating  me  to  accompany  him  into  Italy, 
where  he  would  make  me  mistress  of  his  whole  fortune,  and 
to  set  out  directly  for  that  country,  that  lie  might  not  lose 

me  by  the  arrival  of  Lord  B - ,  promising  to  join  me  on 

the  road,  if  I  would  consent  to  make  him  happy.  I  sent  his 
messenger  back  with  an  answer,  wherein  I  expressed  surprise 
at  his  proposals,  after  having  signified  my  resolution  to  him 
before  I  left  England.  He  was  scarce  dismissed,  when  I  re¬ 
ceived  another  letter  from  Lord  B - ,  beseeching  me  to 

meet  him  at  Clermont,  upon  the  road  from  Calais  ;  and  con¬ 
juring  me  to  avoid  the  sight  of  his  rival,  should  he  get  the 
start  of  him  in  travelling.  This,  however,  was  not  likely  to 

be  the  case,  as  Lord  B - rode  post,  and  the  other  was,  by 

his  corpulence,  obliged  to  travel  in  a  chaise ;  yet,  that  I 
might  not  increase  his  anxiety,  I  left  Paris  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  his  message,  and  met  him  at  the  appointed 
place,  where  he  received  me  with  all  the  agitation  of  joy  and 

fear,  and  asked  if  I  had  ever  encouraged  Sir  T - A - 

in  his  addresses  ?  I  very  candidly  told  him  the  whole  trans¬ 
action,  at  which  he  was  incensed  ;  but  his  indignation  was 
soon  appeased,  when  I  professed  my  penitence,  and  assured 
him  that  I  had  totally  rejected  his  rival.  Not  that  I  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  behaviour  to  Sir  T - ,  who  (I  own)  was  ill 

used  in  this  aft'air  ;  but  surely  it  was  more  excusable  to  halt 
here,  than  proceed  farther  in  my  indiscretion. 

My  lover  being  satisfied  with  my  declaration,  we  went  to¬ 
gether  to  Paris,  being  attended  by  the  Scotchman  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned,  though  I  believe  he  was  not  over 
and  above  well  pleased  to  see  matters  thus  amicably  com¬ 
promised.  The  furious  knight  followed  us  to  the  capital ; 
insisted  on  seing  me  in  person  ;  told  this  North  Briton,  1h:ft 
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I  was  actually  engaged  to  him  ;  wrote  every  hour,  and  bail¬ 
ed  at  my  perfidious  conduct.  I  took  no  notice  of  these  de¬ 
lirious  transports,  which  were  also  disregarded  by  Lord 

B - ,  till  one  night  he  was  exasperated  by  the  insinuations 

of  Mr.  C - ,  who,  I  believe,  inflamed  his  jealousy,  by 

hinting  a  suspicion  that  I  was  really  in  love  with  his  rival. 
What  passed  betwixt  them  I  know  not,  but  he  sent  for  me 
from  the  opera,  by  a  physician  of  Paris,  who  was  a  sort  of 
go-between  among  us  ail,  and  who  told  me,  that  if  I  did  not 
come  home  in  the  instant,  a  duel  would  be  fought  on  my  ac¬ 
count. 

I  was  very  much  shocked  at  this  information  ;  but  by  be¬ 
ing  used  to  alarms  from  the  behaviour  of  Lord - , 

had  acquired  a  pretty  good  share  of  resolution,  and  with 

great  composure  entered  the  room  where  Lord  B - was, 

with  his  companion,  whom  I  immediately  ordered  to  with¬ 
drawn  I  then  gave  his  lordship  to  understand,  that  I  was 
informed  of  what  had  passed,  and  thought  myself  so  much 
injured  by  the  person  who  had  just  quitted  the  apartment, 
that  I  would  no  longer  live  under  the  same  roof  with  him. 


Lord  B- 


-  raved  like  a  bedlamite,  taxing  me  with  want 
of  candour  and  affection  ;  but  I  easily  justified  my  own  inte¬ 
grity,  and  gave  him  such  assurances  of  my  love,  that  his 
jealousy  subsided,  and  his  spirits  were  recomposed.  Never¬ 
theless,  I  insisted  upon  his  dismissing  Mr.  C - ,  on  pain 

of  my  leaving  the  house,  as  I  could  not  help  thinking  he 
had  used  his  endeavours  to  prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of 
my  lord.  If  his  conduct  was  the  result  of  friendship  for  his 
patron,  he  certainly  acted  the  part  of  an  honest  and  trusty 
adherent.  But  I  could  not  easily  forgive  him,  because  a 
few  weeks  before,  he  had,  by  my  interest,  obtained  a  consi¬ 
derable  addition  to  his  allowance  ;  and  even  after  the  steps! 
he  had  taken  to  disoblige  me,  I  was  not  so  much  his  enemy 

but  that  1  prevailed  upon  Lord  B - to  double  his  salary,) 

that  his  leaving  the  family  might  be  no  detriment  to  liis  for-| 
tune. 

Ilis  lordship  having  complied  with  my  demand,  this  gen  I 
tlcman,  after  having  staid  three  days  in  the  house,  to  pref 
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pare  for  his  departure,  during  which  I  would  not  suffer  him 
to  be  admitted  into  my  presence,  made  his  retreat  with  a  fine 
young  girl  who  was  my  companion  :  and  1  have  never  seen 
him  since  that  time. 

Sir  T -  still  continued  furious,  and  would  not  take  a 

denial,  except  from  my  own  mouth  ;  upon  which,  with  the 
appropation  of  Lord  B - ,  I  indulged  him  with  an  inter¬ 

view.  He  entered  the  apartment  with  a  stern  countenance, 
and  told  me  I  had  used  him  ill.  I  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
charge,  and  begged  his  pardon  accordingly.  I  attempted 
to  reason  the  case  with  him,  but  he  would  hear  no  arguments 
except  his  own,  and  even  tried  to  intimidate  me  with  threats; 
which  provoked  me  to  such  a  degree,  thatl  defied  his  venge¬ 
ance.  I  told  him,  that  I  feared  nothing  but  the  report  of 
my  ow  n  conscience  :  that  though  I  had  acted  a  simple  part, 
he  durst  not  say  there  was  any  thing  criminal  in  my  con¬ 
duct  ;  and  that,  from  his  present  frantic  and  unjust  behavi¬ 
our,  I  thought  myself  happy  in  having  escaped  him.  He 
swore  I  was  the  most  inflexible  of  all  creatures,  asked  if  no¬ 
thing  would  move  me  ?  and  when  I  answered,  ‘  nothing,’ 
took  his  leave,  and  never  afterwards  persecuted  me  with  his 
addresses ;  though  I  have  heard  he  was  vain  and  false  enough 
to  boast  of  favours  ;  which,  upon  my  honour,  he  never  re¬ 
ceived,  as  he  himself,  at  one  time,  owned  to  Dr.  Cantwell  at 
Paris. 

While  he  underwent  all  this  frenzy  and  distraction  upon 
my  account,  he  was  loved  with  the  same  violence  of  passion 
by  a  certain  Scotch  lady  of  quality,  who,  when  he  followed 
me  to  France,  pursued  him  thither  with  the  same  eagerness 
and  expedition.  Far  from  being  jealous  of  me  as  a  rival, 
she  used  to  come  to  my  house,  implore  my  good  offices  with 
the.  object  of  her  love,  and,  laying  herself  on  the  floor  at  full 
length  before  the  fire,  weep  and  cry  like  a  person  bereft  of 
her  senses.  She  bitterly  complained,  that  he  had  never 
obliged  her  but  once  ;  and  begged,  with  the  most  earnest 
supplications,  that  I  would  give  her  an  opportunity  of  see¬ 
ing  him  at  my  house.  But  I  thought  proper  to  avoid  her 
company,  as  soon  as  I  perceived  her  intention. 
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AV  e  continued  at  Paris  for  some  time,  during  which  I 
contracted  an  acquaintance  with  the  sister  of  madam  la 

T - .  She  was  the  supposed  mistress  of  the  prince  of 

C - ,  endowed  with  a  great  share  of  understanding,  and 

loved  pleasure  to  excess,  though  she  maintained  her  reput¬ 
ation  on  a  respectable  footing,  by  living  with  her  husband 
and  mother.  This  lady,  perceiving  that  I  had  inspired  her 
lover  with  a  passion,  which  gave  me  uneasiness  on  her  ac¬ 
count,  actually  practised  all  her  eloquence  and  art,  in  per¬ 
suading  me  to  listen  to  his  love  ;  for  it  was  a  maxim  with 
her  to  please  him  at  any  rate.  I  vras  shocked  at  her  indeli¬ 
cate  complaisance,  and  rejected  the  proposal,  as  repugnant 
to  my  present  engagement,  which  I  held  as  sacred  as  any 
nuptial  tie,  and  much  more  binding  than  a  forced  or  unna¬ 
tural  marriage. 

Upon  our  return  to  England,  we  lived  in  great  harmony 
and  peace  ;  and  nothing  was  wanting  to  my  happiness,  but 
the  one  thing  to  me  the  most  needful;  I  mean  the  enchanting 

tenderness  and  delightful  enthusiasm  of  love.  Lord  13 - ’s 

heart,  I  believe,  felt  the  soft  impressions  ;  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  loved  him  with  the  most  faithful  aflection.  It  is 
not  enou  h  to  say  I  wished  him  well ;  I  had  the  most  deli¬ 
cate,  tl  most  genuine  esteem  for  his  virtue  ;  I  had  an  in- 
timai'  Egard  and  anxiety  for  his  interest ;  and  felt  for  him 
as  if  lie  had  been  my  own  son  :  but  still  there  was  a  vacan¬ 
cy  in  my  heart ;  there  was  not  that  fervour,  that  transport, 
that  ecstacy  of  passion  which  J  had  formerly  known  ;  my 
bosom  was  not  filled  with  the  little  deity  ;  I  could  not  help 
recalling  to  my  remembrance  the  fond,  the  ravishing  mo¬ 
ments  1  had  passed  with  S - .  Had  I  understood  the  con¬ 

ditions  of  life,  those  pleasures  were  happily  exchanged  for 
my  present  situation,  because,  if  I  was  now  deprived  of 
those  rapturous  enjoyments,  I  was  also  exempted  from  the 
cares  and  anxiety  that  attended  them  ;  but  I  was  generally 
extravagant  in  my  notions  of  happiness,  and  therefore  con¬ 
strued  my  present  tranquillity  into  an  insipid  languor  and 
stagnation  of  life. 

White  I  remained  in  this  inactivity  of  sentiment,  Lord 
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- - having  received  a  very  considerable  addition  to  liis 

fortune,  sent  a  message  to  me,  promising,  that  if  I  would 

leave  Lord  B - ,  he  would  make  me  a  present  of  a  house 

and  furniture,  where  I  should  live  at  my  ease,  without  be¬ 
ing  exposed  to  his  visits,  except  when  I  should  be  disposed 
to  receive  them.  This  proposal  he  made,  in  consequence  of 
what  I  had  always  declared,  namely,  that  if  he  had  not  re¬ 
duced  me  to  the  necessity  of  putting  myself  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  some  person  or  other,  by  depriving  me  of  any 
other  means  of  subsistence,  I  should  never  have  given  the 
world  the  least  cause  to  scandalize  my  reputation  ;  and  that 
I  would  withdraw  myself  from  my  present  dependence,  as 
soon  as  he  should  enable  me  to  live  by  myself.  I  was  there¬ 
fore  resolved  to  be  as  good  as  my  word,  and  accepted  his 
offer,  on  condition  that  I  should  be  wholly  at  my  own  dis¬ 
posal,  and  that  he  should  never  enter  my  door  but  as  a  vi¬ 
sitant  or  common  friend. 

These  articles  being  ratified  by  his  word  and  honour  (the 
value  of  which  T  did  not  then  know),  an  house  was  furnish¬ 
ed  according  to  my  directions ;  and  I  signified  my  intention 

to  Lord  B - ,  who  consented  to  my  removal,  with  this 

proviso,  that  I  should  continue  to  see  him.  I  wrote  also  to 

his  relation  Mr.  B - ,  who,  in  his  answer,  observed,  that 

it  was  too  late  to  advise,  when  I  was  actually  determined. 
All  my  friends  and  acquaintance  approved  of  the  scheme, 
though  it  was  one  of  the  most  unjustifiable  steps  I  had  ever 
taken,  being  a  real  act  of  ingratitude  to  my  benefactor ; 
which  I  soon  did,  and  always  shall  regret  and  condemn.  So 
little  is  the  world  qualified  to  judge  of  private  affairs ! 

When  the  time  of  our  parting  drew  near,  Lord  B— — *■ 
became  gloomy  and  discontented,  and  even  entreated  me  to 
postpone  my  resolution;  but  1  told  him  that  now  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  my  reception,  I  could  not  retract 
without  incurring  the  imputation  of  folly  and  extravagance. 

On  the  very  day  of  my  departure,  Mr.  B - endeavoured, 

with  all  the  arguments  he  could  suggest,  to  dissuade  me 
from  my  purpose ;  and  I  made  use  of  the  same  answer 
which  had  satisfied  his  friend.  Finding  me  determined 
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upon  removing,  lie  burst  out  into  a  flood  of  tears,  exclaim*** 

ing, — 4  by  G — d,  if  Lord  B - can  bear  it,  I  can’t.’  I  was 

thunderstruck  at  this  expression ;  for  though  I  had  been  told 

that  Mr.  B - was  in  love  with  me,  I  gave  no  credit  to  the 

report,  because  he  had  never  declared  his  passion,  and  this 
was  the  first  hint  of  it  that  ever  escaped  him  in  my  hearing. 
I  was  therefore  so  much  amazed  at  the  circumstance  of  this 
abrupt  explanation,  that  I  could  make  no  answer  ;  but  hav¬ 
ing  taken  my  leave,  went  away,  ruminating  on  the  unex¬ 
pected  declaration. 

Lord  B -  (as  I  was  informed)  spoke  not  a  word  that 

whole  night,  and  took  my  leaving  him  so  much  to  heart, 
that  two  years  elapsed  before  he  got  the  better  of  his  grief. 
This  intelligence  I  afterwards  received  from  his  own  mouth, 
and  asked  his  forgiveness  for  my  unkind  retreat,  though  I 

shall  never  be  able  to  obtain  my  own.  As  for  Mr.  B - , 

lie  was  overwhelmed  with  sorrow',  and  made  such  efforts  to 
suppress  his  concern,  as  had  well  nigh  cost  him  his  life. 

Dr.  S - was  called  to  him  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 

found  him  almost  suffocated.  He  soon  guessed  the  cause, 
when  he  understood  that  I  had  left  the  house :  so  that  I  my¬ 
self  was  the  only  person  concerned,  who  was  utterly  igno¬ 
rant  of  his  affection  ;  for  I  solemnly  declare  he  never  gave 
me  the  least  reason  to  suspect  it  while  I  lived  with  his  rela¬ 
tion,  because  he  had  too  much  honour  to  entertain  a  thought 
of  supplanting  his  friend,  and  too  good  an  opinion  of  me 
to  believe  he  should  have  succeeded  in  the  attempt.  Though 

my  love  for  Lord  B -  was  not  so  tender  and  interesting 

as  the  passion  I  had  felt  for  S - ,  my  fidelity  was  inviol¬ 

able,  and  I  never  harboured  the  most  distant  thought  of  any 
other  person,  till  after  I  had  resolved  to  leave  him,  when, 
I  own,  I  afforded  some  small  encouragement  to  the  addresses 
of  a  new  admirer,  by  telling  him,  that  I  should,  in  a  little 
time,  be  my  own  mistress,  though  I  was  not  now  at  my  own 
disposal. 

I  enjoyed  my  new  house  as  a  little  paradise  :  it  was  ac¬ 
commodated  with  all  sorts  of  conveniencies  ;  every  thing 
was  new,  and  therefore  pleasing,  and  the  whole  absolutely 
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at  my  command.  I  bad  the  company  of  a  relation,  a  very 
good  woman,  with  whom  I  lived  in  the  most  amicable  man¬ 
ner;  was  visited  by  the  best  people  in  town  (I  mean  those 
of  the  male  sex,  the  ladies  having  long  ago  forsaken  me)  ;  I 
frequented  all  reputable  places  of  public  entertainment,  and 
had  a  concert  at  home  once  a  week ;  so  that  my  days  rolled 
on  in  happiness  and  quiet,  till  all  my  sweets  were  embittered 
by  the  vexatious  behaviour  of  my  husband,  who  began  to 
importune  me  again  to  live  with  him;  and  by  the  increas¬ 
ing  anxiety  of  Lord  B - ,  who  (though  I  still  admitted 

his  visits)  plainly  perceived  that  I  wanted  to  relinquish  his 
correspondence.  This  discovery  raised  such  tempests  of 
jealousy  and  despair  within  his  breast,  that  he  kept  me  in 
continual  alarms  :  he  sent  messages  to  me  every  hour,  sign¬ 
ed  his  letters  with  his  own  blood,  raved  like  a  man  in  ecstacy 
of  madness,  railed  at  my  ingratitude,  and  praised  my  con¬ 
duct  by  turns.  He  offered  to  sacrifice  every  thing  for  my 
love,  to  leave  the  kingdom  forthwith,  and  live  with  me  for 
ever  in  any  part  of  the  world  w  here  I  should  choose  to  reside. 

These  were  generous  and  tempting  proposals ;  but  I  was 
beset  with  counsellors  who  were  not  totally  disinterested,  and 
who  dissuaded  me  from  embracing  the  proffers  of  my  lover, 

on  pretence  that  Lord  -  would  be  highly  injured  by 

iny  compliance.  I  listened  to  their  advice,  and  hardened 

my  heart  against  Lord  B - ’s  sorrow'  and  solicitations. 

My  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  altogether  unaccountable; 
this  was  the  only  time  that  ever  I  was  a  slave  to  admonition. 

The  condition  of  Lord  B - would  have  melted  any  heart 

but  mine,  and  yet  mine  was  one  of  the  most  sensible  :  he 
employed  his  cousin  as  an  advocate  with  me,  till  that  gen¬ 
tleman  actually  refused  the  office,  telling  him  candidly,  that 
his  own  inclinations  were  too  much  engaged  to  permit  him 
to  perform  the  task  Avith  fidelity  and  truth.  He  according¬ 
ly  resolved  to  avoid  my  presence,  until  my  lord  and  I  should 
come  to  some  final  determination,  which  was  greatly  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  perseverance  of  his  lordship,  who  would  not 
resign  his  hopes,  even  when  I  pretended  that  another  man 
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had  engaged  my  heart,  but  said,  that  in  time  my  affection 
might  return. 

Our  correspondence,  however,  gradually  wore  off;  upon 

which  Mr.  B - renewed  his  visits,  and  many  agreeable 

and  happy  hours  we  passed  together.  Not  that  lie,  or  any 
other  person  whom  1  now  saw,  succeeded  to  the  privilege  of 
a  fortunate  lover  ;  I  knew  he  loved  me  to  madness  ;  but  J 
would  not  gratify  bis  passion  any  other  way  than  by  the 
most  profound  esteem  and  veneration  for  his  virtues,  which 
were  altogether  amiable  and  sublime ;  and  I  would  here 
draw  his  character  minutely,  but  it  would  fake  up  too  much 
time  to  set  forth  his  merit ;  the  only  man  living  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  avIio  resembles  him,  is  Lord  F - ,  of  whom  I 

shall  speak  in  the  sequel. 

About  this  time  1  underwent  a  very  interesting  change  in 
the  situation  of  my  heart,  I  had  sent  a  message  to  my  old 

lover  S - ,  desiring  he  would  allow  my  picture,  which 

was  in  his  possession,  to  be  copied  ;  and  lie  now  transmitted 
it  to  me  by  my  lawyer,  whom  he  directed  to  ask,  if  I  in¬ 
tended  to  be  at  the  next  masquerade  ?  This  curiosity  had 
a  strange  effect  upon  my  spirits;  my  heart  fluttered  at  the 
question,  and  my  imagination  glowed  with  a  thousand  fond 
presages.  I  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  and  we  met  by 
accident  at  the  ball.  I  could  not  behold  him  without  emo¬ 
tion  ;  when  he  accosted  me,  his  well  known  voice  made  my 
heart  vibrate,  like  a  musical  chord,  when  its  unison  is  struck. 
All  the  ideas  of  our  past  love,  which  the  lapse  of  time  and 
absence  had  enfeebled,  and  lulled  to  sleep,  now  awoke,  and 
were  reinspired  by  his  appearance ;  so  that  his  artful  excuses 
were  easily  admitted:  I  forgave  him  all  that  I  had  suffered 
on  his  account,  because  he  was  the  natural  lord  of  my  affec¬ 
tion  ;  and  our  former  correspondence  was  renewed. 

I  thought  myself  in  a  new  world  of  bliss  in  consequence 
of  this  reconciliation,  the  rapture  of  which  continued  unim¬ 
paired  for  the  space  of  four  months,  during  which  time  he 
w  as  fonder  of  me,  if  possible,  than  before,  repeated  his  pro¬ 
mise  of  marriage,  if  w'e  should  ever  have  it  in  our  pow  er  j 
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assured  me  lie  had  never  been  happy  since  he  left  me ;  Hint 
he  believed  no  woman  had  ever  loved  like  me  :  and  indeed, 
to  have  a  notion  of  my  passion  for  that  man,  you  must  first, 
have  loved  as  1  did  :  but  through  a  strange  caprice,  I  broke 
off  the  correspondence,  out  of  apprehension  that  he  would 
forsake  me  a  train.  From  his  past  conduct,  I  dreaded  what 
might  happen;  and  the  remembrance  of  what  I  had  under¬ 
gone  by  his  inconstancy,  filled  my  imagination  with  such 
horror,  that  I  could  not  endure  the  shocking  prospect;  and 
prematurely  plunged  myself  into  the  danger,  rather  than 
endure  the  terrors  of  expectation.  I  remembered  that  his 
former  attachment  began  in  the  season  of  my  prosperity, 
when  my  fortune  was  in  the  zenith,  and  my  youth  in  its 
prime ;  and  that  he  had  forsaken  me  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
when  my  life  became  embarrassed,  and  my  circumstances 
were  on  the  decline :  I  foresaw  nothing  but  continual  perse¬ 
cution  from  my  husband,  and  feared,  that,  once  the  keener 
transports  of  our  reconciliation  should  be  over,  his  affection 
would  sink  under  the  severity  of  its  trial.  In  consequence 
of  this  desertion,  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  he  was  rightly  served,  but  that  my  retreat  gave  him 
inexpressible  concern. 

Meanwhile  Lord - continued  to  act  in  the  character 

of  a  fiend,  tormenting  me  with  his  nauseous  importunity : 
he  prevailed  upon  the  duke  of  L - to  employ  his  influ¬ 

ence  in  persuading  me  to  live  with  him  ;  assuring  his  grace 
that  I  had  actually  promised  to  give  him  that  proof  of  my 
obedience,  and  that,  I  would  come  home  the  sooner  for  being 
pressed  to  compliance  by  a  person  of  his  rank  and  character. 
Induced  by  these  representations,  the  duke  honoured  me 
with  a  visit ;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  exhortations,  I  under¬ 
stood  how  he  had  been  thus  misinformed  :  upon  which  I 

sent  for  Lord - ,  and,  in  his  presence  convicted  him  of 

the  falsehood,  by  communicating  to  his  grace  the  articles  of 
our  last  agreement,  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to  deny ; 
and  the  duke  being  undecived,  declared,  that  he  would  not 
have  given  me  the  trouble  of  vindicating  myself,  had  he  not 
been  misled  by  the  insincerity  of  my  lord. 


72 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


Baffled  in  this  attempt,  he  engaged  Mr.  H - V - , 

and  afterwards  my  own  father,  in  the  same  task ;  and  though 
I  still  adhered  to  my  first  resolution,  persisted  with  such  ob¬ 
stinacy  in  his  endeavours  to  make  me  unhappy,  that  I  de¬ 
termined  to  leave  the  kingdom.  Accordingly,  after  I  had  spent 
the  evening  with  him  at  Ranelagh,  I  went  away  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  my  companion,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  restore  to  my  lord  his  house,  furniture,  plate,  and 
every  thing  he  had  given  me  since  our  last  accommodation  ; 
so  far  was  I  upon  this  occasion,  or  at  any  other  time  of  my 
file,  from  embezzling  any  part  of  his  fortune.  My  friend 
followed  my  instructions  most  punctually  ;  and  his  lordship 
knows  and  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

Thus  have  I  explained  the  true  cause  of  my  first  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Flanders,  whither  the  world  was  good-natured  enough 
to  say,  I  followed  Mr.  B - and  the  whole  army,  which  hap¬ 

pened  to  be  sent  abroad  that  summer.  Before  my  departure, 

I  likew  ise  transmitted  to  Lord  B -  the  dressing-plate, 

china,  and  a  very  considerable  settlement,  of  which  he  had 
been  generous  enough  to  make  me  a  present.  This  was  an 
instance  of  my  integrity,  which  I  thought  due  to  a  man 
who  had  laid  me  under  great  obligations  ;  and  though  I 

lived  to  be  refused  a  small  sum,  both  by  him  and  S - ,  I 

do  not  repent  of  my  disinterested  behaviour ;  all  the  revenge 
I  harbour  against  the  last  of  these  lovers,  is  the  desire  of 
having  it  in  my  power  to  do  him  good. 

I  now  found  myself  adrift  in  the  world  again,  and  very 
richly  deserved  the  hardships  of  my  condition,  for  my  in¬ 
discretion  in  leaving  Lord  B - ,  and  in  trusting  to  the 

word  of  Lord - ,  without  some  further  security ;  but 

I  have  dearly  paid  for  my  imprudence.  The  more  I  saw 
into  the  character  of  this  man,  whom  destiny  hath  appoint¬ 
ed  my  scourge,  the  more  u'as  I  determined  to  avoid  his  fel¬ 
lowship  and  communication ;  for  he  and  I  are,  in  point  of 
disposition,  as  opposite  as  any  two  principles  in  nature. 
In  the  first  place,  he  is  one  of  the  most  unsocial  beings  that 
ever  existed  ;  when  I  was  pleased  and  happy,  he  was  al¬ 
ways  out  of  temper :  but  if  he  could  find  means  to  overcast 
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and  cloud  my  mirtli,  though  never  so  innocent,  he  then  dis¬ 
covered  signs  of  uncommon  satisfaction  and  content,  because, 
by  this  disagreeable  temper,  he  banished  all  company  from 
his  house.  He  is  extremely  weak  of  understanding,  though 
he  possesses  a  good  share  of  low  cunning,  which  has  so  egre- 
giously  imposed  upon  some  people,  that  they  have  actually 
believed  him  a  good-natured  easy  creature,  and  blamed  me 
because  I  did  not  manage  him  to  better  purpose;  but,  upon 
further  acquaintance,  they  have  always  found  him  obstinate 
as  a  mule,  and  capricious  as  a  monkey.  Not  that  he  is  ut¬ 
terly  void  of  all  commendable  qualities  :  he  is  punctual  in 
paying  his  debts,  liberal  when  in  good  humour,  and  would 
be  well-bred,  were  he  not  subject  to  fits  of  absence,  during 
which  he  is  altogether  unconversable  ;  but  he  is  proud,  na¬ 
turally  suspicious,  jealous,  equally  with  and  without  cause, 
never  made  a  friend,  and  is  an  utter  stranger  to  the  joys  of 
intimacy ;  in  short,  he  hangs  like  a  damp  upon  society, 
and  may  be  properly  called  /rill-joy,  an  epithet  which  he  has 
justly  acquired.  He  honours  me  with  constant  professions 
of  love ;  but  his  conduct  is  so  opposite  to  ray  sentiments  of 
that  passion,  as  to  have  been  the  prime  source  of  all  my 
misfortunes  and  affliction  ;  and  I  have  often  wished  myself 
the  object  of  his  hate,  in  hopes  of  profiting  by  a  change  in 
his  behaviour. 

Indeed  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  me  more  unhappy 
than  I  believe  he  is  in  his  own  mind  ;  for  he  is  literally  a 
self-tormentor,  who  never  enjoyed  one  gleam  of  satisfaction, 
except  at  the  expence  of  another’s  quiet;  and  yet  with  this 
(I  had  almost  called  it  diabolical)  quality,  he  expects  that  I 
should  cherish  him  with  all  the  tenderness  of  affection.  Af¬ 
ter  he  has  been  at  pains  to  incur  my  aversion,  he  punishes 
my  disgust,  by  contriving  schemes  to  mortify  and  perplex 
me,  which  have  often  succeeded  so  effectually,  as  to  endan¬ 
ger  my  life  and  constitution  ;  for  I  have  been  fretted  and 
frighted  into  sundry  fits  of  illness,  and  then  I  own  I  have 
experienced  his  care  and  concern. 

Over  and  above  the  oddities  I  have  mentioned,  he  is  so 
unsteady  in  his  economy,  that  he  is  always  new-modelling 
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his  affairs,  and  exhausting  his  fortune,  by  laying  out  ten 
pounds,  in  order  to  save  a  shilling.  He  inquires  into  the 
character  of  a  servant,  after  he  has  lived  two  years  in  his 
family,  and  is  so  ridiculously  stocked  with  vanity  and  self- 
conceit,  that,  notwithstanding  my  assurance  before,  and  the 
whole  series  of  my  conduct  since  our  marriage,  which  ought 
to  have  convinced  him  of  my  dislike,  he  is  still  persuaded, 
that,  at  bottom,  I  must  admire  and  be  enamoured  of  his 
agreeable  person  and  accomplishments,  and  that  I  would  not 
fail  to  manifest  my  love,  were  I  not  spirited  up  against  him 
by  his  ow  n  relations.  Perhaps  it  might  be  their  interest  to 
foment  the  misunderstanding  betwixt  us ;  but  really  they 
give  themselves  no  trouble  about  our  affairs ;  and  so  far  as  I 
know  them,  are  a  very  good  sort  of  people.  On  the  whole, 
I  think  I  may  with  justice  pronounce  my  precious  yoke¬ 
fellow  a  trifling,  teasing,  insufferable,  inconsistant  creature. 

With  the  little  money  which  remained  of  what  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  lordship  for  housekeeping,  I  transported  my¬ 
self  to  Flanders,  and  arrived  in  Ghent,  a  few  days  after  our 
troops  were  quartered  in  that  city,  which  was  so  much 
crowded  with  these  new  visitants,  that  I  should  have  found 
it  impracticable  to  procure  a  lodging,  had  I  not  been  accom¬ 
modated  by  Lord  R - B ,  the  duke  of 'A ’s  young¬ 

est  brother,  who  very  politely  gave  me  up  his  own.  Here 
I  saw  my  friend  Mr.  B - ,  who  was  overjoyed  at  my  ar¬ 

rival,  though  jealous  of  every  man  of  his  acquaintance ; 
for  he  loved  me  with  all  the  ardour  of  passion,  and  I  regard¬ 
ed  him  with  all  the  perfection  of  friendship,  which,  had  he 
lived,  in  time  might  have  produced  love  ;  though  that  was  a 
fruit  which  it  never  brought  forth.  Notwithstanding  his 
earnest  solicitations  to  the  contrary,  I  staid  but  a  week  in 
Ghent,  from  whence  I  proceeded  to  Brussels,  and  fixed  my 
abode  in  the  hotel  de  Flandre,  among  an  agreeable  set  of 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  with  whom  I  spent  my  time  very 
cheerfully.  There  W'as  a  sort  of  court  in  this  city,  fre¬ 
quented  by  all  the  officers  who  could  obtain  permission  to  go 
thither ;  and  the  place  in  general  was  gay  and  agreeable. 
I  was  introduced  to  the  best  families,  and  very  happy  in  my 
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acquaintance ;  for  the  ladies  were  polite,  good  tempered, 
and  obliging,  and  treated  me  with  the  utmost  hospitality 
and  respect.  Among  others,  I  contracted  a  friendship  with 

Madam  la  comptesse  de  C - and  her  two  daughters,  who 

were  very  amiable  young  ladies;  and  became  intimate  with 
the  Princess  C - ,  and  Countess  W - ,  lady  of  the  bed¬ 

chamber  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  a  great  favourite  of 

the  governor  Monsieur  de  H - ,  in  whose  house  she  lived 

with  his  wife,  who  was  also  a  lady  of  a  very  engaging  dis¬ 
position. 

Soon  after  I  had  fixed  my  habitation  in  Brussels,  the 
company  at  onr  hotel  was  increased  by  three  officers,  who 
professed  themselves  my  admirers,  and  came  from  Ghent 
with  a  view  of  soliciting  my  love.  This  triumverate  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Scotch  earl  of ,  Lord  R - M - ,  and  an¬ 

other  young  officer  :  the  first  was  a  man  of  a  very  genteel 
figure  and  amorous  complexion,  danced  well,  and  had  a 
great  deal  of  good  humour,  with  a  mixture  of  vanity  and 
self-conceit.  The  second  had  a  good  face,  though  a  clum¬ 
sy  person,  and  a  very  sweet  disposition,  very  much  adapted 
for  the  sentimental  passion  of  love  :  and  the  third,  (Mr. 

W- - by  name)  was  tall,  thin,  and  well-bred,  Avitli  a  great 

stock  of  good  nature  and  vivacity.  These  adventurers  be¬ 
gan  their  addresses  in  general  acts  of  gallantry,  that  com¬ 
prehended  several  of  my  female  friends,  with  whom  we  used 
to  engage  in  parties  of  pleasure,  both  in  the  city  and  the 
environs,  which  are  extremely  agreeable.  When  they 
thought  they  had  taken  the  preliminary  steps  of  securing 
themselves  in  my  good  opinion  and  esteem,  they  agreed  to 

go  on  without  further  delay,  and  that  Lord - should 

make  the  first  attack  upon  my  heart. 

He  accordingly  laid  siege  to  me,  with  such  Avarmth  and 
assiduity,  that  I  believe  he  deceived  himself,  and  began  to 
think  he  was  actually  in  Ioa’c  ;  though,  at  bottom,  he  felt 
no  impulse  that  desenTed  the  sacred  name.  Though  I  dis¬ 
couraged  him  in  the  beginning,  lie  persecuted  me  with  his 
addresses;  he  always  sat  by  me  at  dinner,  and  imparted  a 
thousand  trifles  in  continual  whispers,  which  attracted  the 
potice  of  the  company  so  much,  that  I  began  to  fear  his  be- 
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haviour  would  give  rise  to  some  report  to  my  prejudice,  and 
therefore  avoided  him  with  the  utmost  caution.  Notwith¬ 
standing  all  my  care,  however,  he  found  means  one  night, 
while  my  maid,  who  lay  in  my  room,  went  down 
stairs,  to  get  into  my  chamber  after  I  was  a-bed :  upon 
which  I  started  up,  and  told  him,  that,  if  he  should  ap¬ 
proach  me,  I  would  alarm  the  house ;  for  I  never  wanted 
courage  and  resolution.  Perceiving  my  displeasure,  he  kneel¬ 
ed  by  the  bed-side,  begged  I  would  have  pity  on  his  suffer¬ 
ings,  and  swore  1  should  have  a  carte  blanche  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  fortune.  To  these  proposals  I  made  no  other 
reply,  but  that  of  protesting  I  would  never  speak  to  him 
again,  if  he  did  not  quit  my  apartment  that  moment ;  upon 
which  he  thought  proper  to  withdraw  ;  and  I  never  after¬ 
wards  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  me  on  the 
same  subject :  so  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  he  separated  himself 
from  our  society  ;  though  the  ladies  of  Brussels  considered 
him  as  my  lover,  because,  of  all  the  other  officers,  he  was 
their  greatest  favourite. 

His  lordship  being  thus  repulsed,  Mr.  W - took  the 

field,  and  assailed  my  heart  in  a  very  different  manner.  He 
said  he  knew  hot  how  to  make  love,  but  was  a  man  of  hon¬ 
our,  would  keep  the  secret,  and  so  forth.  To  this  cavalier  ad¬ 
dress,  I  answered,  that  I  was  not  angry,  as  I  otherwise  should 
have  been,  at  his  blunt  declaration,  because  I  found  by  his 
own  confession,  he  did  not  know  w  hat  was  due  to  the  sex  5 
and  my  unhappy  situation  in  some  shape  excused  him  for 
a  liberty  which  he  w  ould  not  have  dreamed  of  taking,  had 
not  my  misfortunes  encouraged  his  presumption.  But  I 
would  deal  with  him  in  his  own  way ;  and,  far  from  assum¬ 
ing  the  prude,  frankly  assured  him,  that  he  was  not  at  all  to 
my  taste,  hoping  he  would  consider  my  dislike  as  a  sufficient 
reason  to  reject  his  love. 

Lord  R - began  to  feel  the  symptoms  of  a  genuine  pas¬ 

sion,  which  he  carefully  cherished  in  silence,  being  naturally 
diffident  and  bashful ;  but,  by  the  very  means  he  used  to  con¬ 
ceal  it  from  my  observation,  I  plainly  discerned  the  situation 
of  his  heart,  and  was  not  at  all  displeased  at  the  progress  I 
had  made  in  his  inclinations.  Meanwhile  he  cultivated  my 
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acquaintance  witli  great  assiduity  and  respect,  attended  me 
in  all  my  excursions,  and  particularly  in  an  expedition  to 
Antwerp,  with  two  oilier  gentlemen,  where,  in  downright 
gaite  de  cosur ,  we  sat  for  our  pictures,  which  were  drawn  in 
one  piece,  one  of  the  party  being  represented  in  the  dress  of  an 
hussar,  and  another  in  that  of  a  running  footman.  This  in¬ 
cident  I  mention,  because  the  performance,  which  is  now  in 
my  possession,  gave  birth  to  a  thousand  groundless  reports 
circulated  in  England  at  our  expence. 

It  was  immediately  after  this  jaunt  that  Lord  R - began 

to  disclose  his  passion  ;  though  he  at  the  same  time  started 
such  objections  as  seemed  well  nigh  to  extinguish  his  hopes, 
lamenting,  that,  even  if  he  should  have  the  happiness  to  en¬ 
gage  my  affections,  his  fortune  was  too  inconsiderable  to  sup¬ 
port  us  against  the  efforts  of  Lord - ,  should  he  attempt 

to  interrupt  our  felicity  :  and  that  he  himself  was  obliged 
to  follow  the  motions  of  the  army.  In  short,  he  seemed  to 
consider  my  felicity  more  than  his  own,  and  behaved  with 
such  delicacy,  as  gradually  made  an  impression  on  my  heart ; 
so  that,  when  we  parted,  we  agreed  to  renew  our  correspond¬ 
ence  in  England. 

In  the  midst  of  these  agreeable  amusements  which  I  en¬ 
joyed  in  alomst  all  the  different  towns  in  Flanders,  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  at  Ghent  one  day,  sitting  among  a  good  deal  of 
company,  in  one  of  their  hotels,  when  a  post  chaise  stopped 
at  the  gate  ;  upon  which  we  went  to  the  windows  to  satisfy 
our  curiosity,  when  who  should  step  out  of  the  convenience, 
but  my  little  insignificant  lord.  I  no  sooner  announced  him 
to  the  company,  than  all  the  gentlemen  asked  whether  they 
should  stay  and  protect  me,  or  withdraw  ;  and  when  I  as¬ 
sured  them  that  their  protection  was  not  necessary,  one  and  all 

of  them  retired  ;  though  Lord  R - M - went  no  farther 

than  the  parlour  below,  being  determined  to  screen  me  against 
all  violence  and  compulsion.  I  sent  a  message  to  my  lord, 
desiring  him  to  walk  up  into  my  apartment ;  but  although 
his  sole  errand  was  to  see  and  carry  me  off,  he  would  not 
venture  to  accept  of  my  invitation,  till  he  had  demanded 
me  in  form  from  the  governor  of  the  place. 
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That  gentleman,  being  altogether  a  stranger  to  his  person 
and  character,  referred  hinx  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
English  troops,  who  was  a  man  of  honour,  and,  upon  his 
lordship’s  application,  pretended  to  doubt  his  identity  ;  ob¬ 
serving,  that  he  had  always  heard  Lord - represented  as 

a  jolly  corpulent  man.  He  gave  him  to  understand,  how¬ 
ever,  that  even  granting  him  to  be  the  person,  I  was  by  no 
means  subject  to  military  law,  unless  he  could  prove  that  I 
had  ever  listed  in  his  majesty’s  service. 

Thus  disappointed  in  his  endeavours,  he  returned  to  the 
inn,  and,  with  much  persuasion,  trusted  himself  in  my  din¬ 
ing-room,  after  having  stationed  his  attendant  at  the  door, 
in  case  of  accidents.  When  I  asked  what  had  procured  me 
the  honour  of  this  visit,  he  told  me,  his  business  and  intention 
were  to  carry  me  home.  This  declaration  produced  a  con- 
fcrrence,  iu  which  I  argued  the  case  with  him  ;  and  matters 
w  ere  accommodated  for  the  present,  by  my  prom  ising  to  be 
in  England  some  time  in  September,  on  condition  that  he 
•would  permit  me  to  live  by  myself,  as  before,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  order  the  arrears  of  my  pin-money  to  be  paid.  He 
assented  to  every  thing  I  proposed,  returned  in  peace  to  his 
own  country,  and  the  deficiencies  of  my  allowance  were 
made  good  ;  while  I  returned  to  Brussels,  where  I  staid  un- 
tiTmy  departure  for  England,  which  I  regulated  fix  such  u 
manner  as  was  consistent  with  my  engagement. 

1  took  lodgings  in  Pall-Mall,  and,  sending  for  nxy  lord, 
convinced  him  of  my  punctuality,  and  put  him  in  mind  of 
his  promise  ;  when,  to  my  utter  astonishment  and  confusion, 
he  owned,  that  his  promise  was  no  more  than  a  decoy  to 
bring  me  over,  and  that  I  must  lay  nxy  account  with  liv¬ 
ing  in  his  house  like  a  dutiful  and  obedient  wife.  I  heard 
him  with  the  indignation  such  treatment  deserved,  upbraid¬ 
ing  him  with  his  perfidious  dealing,  which  I  told  him  would 
have  determined  me  against  cohabitation  with  him  had  I  not 
been  already  resolved  ;  and,  being  destitute  of  all  resource, 
repaired  to  Bath,  w  here  I  afterwards  met  with  Mr.  D — - — 

and  Mr.  R - ,  two  gentlemen  who  had  been  my  fellow- 

passengers  in  the  yacht  from  Flanders,  and  treated  me  with 
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great  friendship  and  politeness,  without  either  talking  or 
thinking  of  love. 

With  these  gentlemen,  who  were  as  idle  as  myself,  I  went 
to  the  jubilee  at  Preston,  which  was  no  other  than  a  great 
number  of  people  assembled  in  a  small  town,  extremely  ill 
accommodated,  to  partake  of  diversions  that  were  bad  imi¬ 
tation  of  plays,  concerts,  and  masquerades.  If  the  world 
should  place  to  the  account  of  my  indiscretion  my  travelling 
in  this  manner  with  gentlemen  to  whom  I  had  no  particular 
attachment,  let  it  also  be  considered,  as  an  alleviation,  that 
I  always  lived  in  terror  of  my  lord,  and  consequently  was 
often  obliged  to  shift  my  quarters  ;  so  that,  my  finances  be¬ 
ing  extremely  slender,  I  stood  the  more  in  need  of  assistance 
and  protection.  I  was,  besides,  young,  inconsiderate,  and 
so  simple,  as  to  suppose  the  figure  of  an  ugly  man  would 
always  secure  me  from  censure  on  his  account ;  neither  did 
I  ever  dream  of  any  man’s  addresses,  until  he  made  an  actual 
declaration  of  his  love. 

Upon  my  return  to  Bath,  I  was  again  harassed  by  Lord 

- who  came  thither,  accompanied  by  my  father,  whom 

I  was  very  glad  to  see,  though  he  importuned  me  to  com¬ 
ply  with  my  husband’s  desire,  and  for  the  future  keep  mea¬ 
sures  ivith  the  Avorld.  This  remonstrance  about  living  with 
my  lord,  which  he  constantly  repeated,  was  the  only  instance 
of  his  unkindness  which  I  ever  felt.  But  all  his  admonitions 
Avere  not  of  force  sufficient  to  shake  my  resolution  in  that 
particular  ;  though  the  debate  continued  so  late,  that  I  told 
his  lordship,  it  Avas  high  time  to  retire,  for  I  could  not  ac¬ 
commodate  him  Avith  a  bed.  lie  then  gave  me  to  under¬ 
stand,  that  he  would  stay  Avhere  he  was  ;  upon  Avhich  my 
father  took  his  leave,  on  pretence  of  looking  out  for  a  lodg¬ 
ing  for  himself. 

The  little  gentleman  being  now  left  tete-u-leie  with  me, 
began  to  discoAer  some  signs  of  apprehension  in  his  looks  ; 
but,  mustering  up  all  his  resolution,  he  Avent  to  the  door, 
called  up  three  of  his  servants,  Avhom  he  placed  as  sentinels 
upon  (he  stair,  and  flounced  into  my  elboAv-chair,  Avhere  he 
resigned  himself  to  rest.  Intending  to  go  to  bed,  1  thought 
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it  was  but  just  and  decent  that  I  should  screen  myself  from 
the  intrusion  of  his  footmen,  and  with  that  view  bolted  the 

door.  Lord - ,  hearing  himself  locked  in,  started  up  in 

the  utmost  terror  and  consternation,  kicked  the  door  with  his 
heel,  and  screamed  aloud,  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
an  assassin.  My  father,  who  had  not  yet  quitted  the  house, 
hearing  these  outcries,  ran  up  stairs  again,  and,  coming 
through  my  bed-chamber  into  the  dining-room,  where  we 
were,  found  me  almost  suffocated  with  laughter,  and  his  heroic 
son-in-law  staring  like  one  who  had  lost  his  wits,  with  his 
hair  standing  on  end. 

When  my  father  asked  the  meaning  of  his  exclamations, 
lie  told  him,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  dismay,  that  I  had 
locked  him  in,  and  he  did  not  understand  such  usage  :  but 
I  explained  the  whole  mystery,  by  saying,  I  had  bolted  the 
door,  because  I  did  not  like  the  company  of  his  servants, 
and  could  not  imagine  the  cause  of  his  panic,  unless  he 
thought  I  designed  to  ravish  him ;  an  insult  than  which  no¬ 
thing  was  farther  from  my  intention.  My  father  himself 
could  scarce  refrain  from  laughing  at  his  ridiculous  fear ; 
but,  seeing  him  in  great  confusion,  took  pity  on  his  condi¬ 
tion,  and  carried  him  off  to  his  own  lodgings,  after  I  had 
given  my  word  that  I  would  not  attempt  to  escape,  but  give 
him  audience  next  morning.  I  accordingly  kept  my  pro¬ 
mise,  and  found  means  to  persuade  them  to  leave  me  at  my 
own  discretion.  Next  day  I  was  rallied  upon  the  stratagem 

I  had  contrived  to  frighten  Lord - ;  and  a  thousand  idle 

stories  were  told  about  this  adventure,  which  happened  liter¬ 
ally  as  I  have  related  it. 

From  Bath  I  betook  myself  to  a  small  house  near  Lin¬ 
coln,  which  I  had  hired  of  the  D - of  A - ,  because  a 

country  life  suited  best  with  my  income,  which  was  no  more 
than  four  hundred  pounds  a-year,  and  that  not  well  paid. 
I  continued  some  months  in  this  retirement,  and  saw  no  com¬ 
pany,  except  Lord  R - M - ,  who  lived  in  the  neigh¬ 

bourhood,  and  visited  me  twice  ;  till,  finding  myself  indis¬ 
posed,  I  was  obliged  to  remove  to  London,  and  took  lodg¬ 
ings  in  Maddox  street,  where  my  garrison  was  taken  by  stofm 
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by  my  lord  and  his  steward,  reinforced  by  Mr.  L - V - 

(who,  as  my  lord  told  me,  had  a  subsidy  of  five-and-twenty 
pounds  before  he  would  take  the  field),  and  a  couple  of 
hardy  footmen.  This  formidable  band  rushed  into  my  apart¬ 
ment,  laid  violent  hands  upon  me,  dragged  me  down  stairs 
without  gloves  or  a  cloak,  and,  thrusting  me  into  a  coach 
that  stood  at  the  door,  conveyed  me  to  my  lord’s  lodgings 
in  Gloucester  street. 

Upon  this  occasion,  his  lordship  courageously  drew  his 
sword  upon  my  woman,  who  attempted  to  defend  me  from 
his  insults,  and,  in  all  probability,  would  have  intimidated 
him  from  proceeding  ;  for  he  looked  pale  and  aghast,  his 
knees  knocked  together,  and  he  breathed  thick  and  hard, 
with  his  nostrils  dilated,  as  if  he  had  seen  a  ghost ;  but  he 
was  encouraged  by  his  mercenary  associate,  who,  for  the 
five-and-twenty  pounds,  stood  by  him  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
and  spirited  him  on  to  this  gallant  enterprise. 

In  consequence  of  this  exploit,  I  was  cooped  up  in  a  pal¬ 
try  apartment  in  Gloucester  street,  where  I  was  close  beset  by 

his  lordship,  and  his  worthy  steward  Mr.  H - ,  with  a  set 

of  servants  that  were  the  creatures  of  this  fellow,  of  whom 

Lord - himself  stood  in  awe  ;  so  that  I  could  not  help 

thinking  myself  in  Newgate,  among  thieves  and  ruffians. 
To  such  a  degree  did  my  terror  prevail,  that  I  actually  believ¬ 
ed  I  was  in  danger  of  being  poisoned,  and  would  not  receive 
any  sustenance,  except  from  the  hands  of  one  harmless  look¬ 
ing  fellow,  a  foreigner,  who  was  my  lord’s  valet  de  chambre. 
I  will  not  pretend  to  say  my  fears  were  just ;  but  such  was 

my  opinion  of  H - ,  that  I  never  doubted  he  would  put 

me  out  of  the  way',  if  he  thought  my  life  interfered  with  his 
interest. 

On  the  second  day  of  my  imprisonment,  I  was  visited  by 
the  duke  of  L - ,  a  friend  of  my  lord,  who  found  me  sit¬ 

ting  upon  a  trunk,  in  a  poor  little  dining-room  filled  with 
lumber,  and  lighted  with  two  bits  of  tallow  candle,  which 
had  been  left  over-night.  He  perceived  in  my  countenance 
a  mixture  of  rage,  indignation,  terror,  and  despair :  he  com¬ 
passionated  my  sufferings,  thouffh  he  could  not  alleviate  my 
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distress,  any  other  way  than  by  interceding  with  my  tyrant 
to  mitigate  my  oppression.  Nevertheless,  I  remained  eleven 
days  in  this  uncomfortable  situation  :  I  was  watched  like  a 
criminal  all  day,  and  one  of  the  servants  walked  from  one 
room  to  another  all  night,  in  the  nature  of  a  patrole ;  while  my 
lord,  who  lay  in  the  chamber  above  me,  got  out  of  bed,  and 
tripped  to  the  window,  at  the  sound  of  every  coach  that 
chanced  to  pass  through  the  street.  H - ,  who  was  con¬ 

summate  in  the  arts  of  a  sycophant,  began  to  court  my  fa¬ 
vour,  by  condoling  my  affliction,  and  assuring  me,  that  the 
only  method  by  which  I  could  regain  my  liberty,  was  a 
uieerful  compliance  with  the  humour  of  my  lord.  J  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  observation  ;  and,  though 
my  temper  is  altogether  averse  to  dissimulation,  attempted 
to  affect  an  air  of  serenity  and  resignation.  But  this  dis¬ 
guise,  I  found,  would  not  answer  my  purpose  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  had  recourse  to  the  assistance  of  my  maid,  who  was 
permitted  to  attend  me  in  my  confinement.  With  her  1 
frequently  consulted  about  the  means  of  accomplishing  my 
escape.  In  consequence  of  our  deliberations,  she  directed  a 
coach  and  six  to  be  ready  at  a  certain  part  of  the  town,  and 
to  wait  for  me  three  days  in  the  same  place,  in  case  I  could 
not  come  before  the  expiration  of  that  term. 

This  previous  measure  being  taken  according  to  my  in¬ 
structions,  the  next  necessary  step  was  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  my  guard  :  and  in  this  manner  did  I  effectuate  my  pur¬ 
pose.  Being  by  this  time  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  going 
out  in  the  coach,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  attended  by  two 
footmen,  who  had  orders  to  watch  all  my  motions,  I  made  use 

of  this  privilege  one  forenoon,  when  Lord - expected 

some  company  to  dinner,  and  bade  the  coachman  drive  to 
the  lodgings  of  a  man  who  wrote  with  his  mouth,  intending 
to  give  my  spies  the  slip,  on  pretence  of  seeing  this  curiosi¬ 
ty  :  but  they  were  loo  alert  in  their  duty  to  be  thus  outwit¬ 
ted,  and  followedme  up  stairs  into  the  very  apartmen. 

Disappointed  in  this  hope,  I  revolved  another  scheme, 
which  was  attended  with  success  :  I  bought  some  olives  at 
an  oil-shop  ;  and,  telling  the  servants  I  would  proceed  to  S' 
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James’s  gate,  and  take  a  turn  in  the  park,  broke  one  of  the 
bottles  by  the  way,  complained  of  the  misfortune  when  I  was 
set  down,  and  desired  that  my  coach  might  be  cleaned  be¬ 
fore  my  return.  While  my  attendants  were  employed  in 
this  office,  I  tripped  across  the  parade  to  the  horse-guards, 
and  chanced  to  meet  with  an  acquaintance  in  the  park,  who 
said,  he  saw  by  my  countenance  that  I  was  upon  some  ex¬ 
pedition.  I  owned  his  suspicion  was  just ;  but,  as  I  had 
not  time  to  relate  particulars,  I  quickened  my  pace,  and 
took  possession  of  an  hackney-coach,  in  which  I  proceeded 
to  the  vehicle  which  I  had  appointed  to  be  in  waiting. 

While  I  thus  compassed  my  escape,  there  was  nothing 
but  perplexity  and  confusion  at  home  ;  dinner  was  delayed 
till  six  o’clock  ;  my  lord  ran  half  the  town  over  in  quest  of 
his  equipage,  which  at  last  returned,  with  an  account  of  my 
elopement.  My  maid  was  brought  to  the  question,  and 
grievously  threatened  ;  but  (like  all  the  women  I  ever  had) 
remained  unshaken  in  her  fidelity.  In  the  meantime,  I 
travelled  night  and  day  towards  my  retreat  in  Lincolnshire, 
of  which  his  lordship  had  not  as  yet  got  the  least  intelligence; 
and  as  my  coachman  was  but  an  unexperienced  driver,  I 
was  obliged  to  make  use  of  my  own  skill  in  that  exercise, 
and  direct  his  endeavours  the  whole  way,  without  venturing 
to  go  to  bed,  or  take  the  least  repose,  until  I  reached  my 
own  habitation.  There  I  lived  in  peace  and  tranquillity  for 
the  space  of  six  weeks,  when  I  was  alarmed  by  one  of  my 
lord’s  myrmidons,  who  came  into  the  neighbourhood,  blus¬ 
tering  and  swearing  that  he  would  carry  me  off  either  dead 
or  alive. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  was  perfectly  easy  when  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  his  purpose  and  declaration,  as 
my  whole  family  consisted  of  no  more  than  a  couple  of  wo¬ 
men  and  one  footman.  However,  I  summoned  up  my  cou¬ 
rage,  which  had  been  often  tried,  and  never  forsook  me  in 
the  day  of  danger ;  and  sent  him  word,  that,  if  ever  he  should 
presume  to  approach  my  house,  I  would  order  him  to  be 
shot  without  ceremony.  The  fellow  did  not  choose  to  put 
me  to  the  trial,  and  returned  to  town  without  his  errand. 

F  2 


84 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


But  as  the  place  of  my  abode  was  now  discovered,  I  laid 
my  account  with  having  a  visit  from  his  employer  :  I  there¬ 
fore  planted  spies  upon  the  road,  with  a  promise  of  reward 
to  him  who  should  bring  me  the  first  intelligence  of  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  approach. 

Accordingly,  I  was  one  morning  apprised  of  his  coming, 
and,  mounting  horse  immediately,  with  my  woman  and 
valet,  away  we  rode,  in  defiance  of  winter.  In  two  days  I 
traversed  the  wilds  of  Lincolnshire  and  hundreds  of  Essex, 
crossed  the  river  at  Tilbury,  breakfasted  at  Chatham,  by  the 
help  of  a  guide  and  moonlight  arrived  at  Dover  the  same 
evening,  embarked  for  Calais,  in  which  place  I  found  myself 
next  day  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  :  and,  being  hearti¬ 
ly  tired  with  my  journey,  betook  myself  to  rest.  My  maid, 
who  was  not  able  to  travel  with  such  expedition,  followed 
me  at  an  easier  pace  ;  and  the  footman  was  so  astonished  at 
my  perseverance,  that  he  could  not  help  asking  me  upon 
the  road,  if  ever  I  was  weary  in  my  life  ?  certain  it  is,  my 
spirits  and  resolution  have  enabled  me  to  undergo  fatigues 
that  are  almost  incredible.  From  Calais  I  went  to  Brussels, 
where  I  again  set  up  my  rest  in  private  lodgings  ;  was  again 
perfectly  well  received  by  the  fashionable  people  of  that 
place ;  and,  by  the  interest  of  my  friends,  obtained  the 
queen  of  Hungary’s  protection  against  the  persecution  of 
my  husband,  while  I  should  reside  in  the  Austrian  Nether¬ 
lands. 

Thus  secured,  I  lived  uncensured,  conversing  with  thcl 
English  company,  with  which  this  city  was  crowded  ;  butl 
spent  the  most  agreeable  part  of  my  time  with  the  countess! 
of  Calemberg,  in  whose  house  I  generally  dined  and  supped  :l 
and  I  also  contracted  an  intimacy  with  the  princess  of  Che-I 
may,  who  was  a  great  favourite  with  Madam  d’Harrachl 
the  governor’s  lady. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  this  happy  situation,  when  I  wal 

disturbed  by  the  arrival  of  I  >rd - ,  who  demanded  me  ol 

the  governor;  but  finding  me  sheltered  from  his  power,  111 
set  out  for  Vienna  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  represents 
tions,  strengthened  with  the  duke  of  N — ’s  name,  my  pro! 
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lection  was  withdrawn.  But,  before  this  application,  he  had 
gone  to  the  camp,  and  addressed  himself  to  my  Lord  Stair, 
who  was  my  particular  friend  and  ally  by  my  first  marriage, 
desiring  he  would  compel  me  to  return  to  his  house.  His 
lordship  told  him,  that  I  was  in  no  shape  subject  to  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  but  invited  him  to  dinner,  with  a  view  of  diverting 
himself  and  company  at  the  expence  of  his  guest.  In  the 
evening,  he  was  plied  with  so  many  bumpers  to  my  health, 
that  he  became  intoxicated,  and  extremely  obstreperous,  in¬ 
sisted  upon  seeing  Lord  Stair  after  he  was  retired  to  rest,  and 
quarrelled  with  Lord  D — ,  who  being  a  tall,  large,  raw- 
boned  Scotchman,  could  have  swallowed  him  at  one  mouth¬ 
ful  ;  but  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  challenge  him,  in 
hopes  of  being  put  under  arrest  by  the  general :  though  he 
reckoned  without  his  host ;  Lord  Stair  knew  his  disposit  ion, 
and,  in  order  to  punish  his  presumption,  winked  at  the  af¬ 
fair.  The  challenger,  finding  himself  mistaken  in  his  con¬ 
jecture,  got  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  went  off  post  for 
Vienna  :  and  Lord  Stair  desired  a  certain  man  of  quality  to 
make  me  a  visit,  and  give  me  an  account  of  his  behaviour. 

Being  now  deprived  of  my  protection  and  pin-money, 
which  my  generous  husband  would  no  longer  pay,  I  was  re¬ 
duced  to  great  difficulty  and  distress.  The  duchess  d’Arem- 
berg,  Lord  G — ,  and  many  other  persons  of  distinction,  in¬ 
terceded  in  my  behalf  with  his  majesty,  who  was  then  abroad ; 
but  he  refused  to  interpose  between  man  and  wife.  The 
countess  of  Calemberg  wrote  a  letter  to  my  father,  in  which 
she  represented  my  uncomfortable  situation,  and  undertook 
to  answer  for  my  conduct,  in  case  he  would  allow  me  a  small 

annuity,  on  which  I  could  live  independent  of  Lord - , 

w  ho,  by  all  accounts,  was  a  wretch  with  whom  I  could  never 
enjoy  the  least  happiness  or  quiet,  otherwise  she  would  be 
the  first  to  advise  me  to  an  accommodation.  She  gave  him 
to  understand,  that  her  character  was  neither  doubtful  nor 
obscure ;  and  that,  if  my  conduct  there  had  not  been  irre¬ 
proachable,  she  should  not  have  taken  me  under  her  pro¬ 
tection  :  that,  as  I  proposed  to  board  in  a  convent,  a  small 
sum  would  answer  my  occasions ;  but,  if  that  should  be  de- 
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nied,  I  would  actually  go  to  service,  or  take  some  other  des¬ 
perate  step,  to  avoid  the  man  who  was  my  baue  and  aver¬ 
sion. 

To  this  kind  remonstrance  my  father  answered  that  his 
fortune  would  not  allow  him  to  assist  me  ;  he  had  now  a 
young  family  ;  and  that  I  ought,  at  all  events,  to  return  to 
my  husband.  By  this  time,  such  was  the  extremity  of  my 
circumstances,  that  I  was  forced  to  pawn  my  clothes,  and 
every  trifling  trinket  in  my  possession,  and  even  to  descend 

so  far  as  to  solicit  Mr.  S - for  a  loan  of  fifty  pounds, 

which  he  refused. 

Thus  was  I  deserted  in  my  distress  by  two  persons,  to 
whom,  in  the  season  of  my  affluence,  my  purse  had  been 
always  open.  Nothing  so  effectually  subdues  a  spirit  unused 
to  supplicate,  as  want :  repulsed  in  this  manner,  I  had  re¬ 
course  to  Lord  B - ,  who  was  also  (it  seems)  unable  to  re¬ 

lieve  my  necessities.  This  mortification  I  deserved  at  his 
bands,  though  he  had  once  put  in  my  power  to  be  above  all 
such  paltry  applications ;  and  I  should  not  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  the  disagreeable  task  of  troubling  my  friends,  had 
not  I  voluntarily  resigned  what  he  formerly  gave  me.  As  to 
the  other  gentleman  to  whom  I  addressed  myself  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  I  think  he  might  have  shewn  more  regard  to  my  si¬ 
tuation,  not  only  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  but  be¬ 
cause  he  knew  me  too  well  to  be  ignorant  of  what  I  must 
have  suffered  in  condescending  to  make  such  a  request. 

Several  officers,  who  guessed  my  adversity,  generously  of¬ 
fered  to  supply  me  with  money  ;  but  I  could  not  bring  my¬ 
self  to  make  use  of  their  friendship,  or  even  to  own  my  dis¬ 
tress,  except  to  one  person  of  whom  1  borrowed  a  small  sum. 
To  crown  my  misfortunes,  I  was  taken  very  ill,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  other  way  of  avoiding  the  clutches  of  my 
persecutor  but  by  a  precipitate  flight.  In  this  emergency,  I 
applied  to  a  worthy  gentleman  at  Brussels,  a  very  good  friend 
ol  mine,  but  no  lover.  I  say  no  lover,  because  every  man 
is  supposed  to  act  in  that  capacity  who  befriends  a  young 
Woman  in  distress.  This  generous  Fleming  set  out  with  me 
Jt  the  night  from  Brussels,  aud  conducted  me  to  the  frontier^ 
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of  France.  Being  very  much  indisposed  both  in  mind  and 
body  when  I  was  obliged  to  undertake  this  expedition,  I 
should  in  all  probability  have  sunk  under  the  fatigue  of  tra¬ 
velling,  had  not  my  spirits  been  kept  up  by  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  my  companion,  who  was  a  man  of  business  and  con¬ 
sequence,  and  undertook  to  manage  my  affairs  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  enable  me  to  re-establish  my  residence  in 
the  place  I  had  left.  He  was  young  and  active,  attended 
me  with  the  utmost  care  and  assiduity,  and  left  nothing  un¬ 
done  which  he  thought  would  contribute  to  my  ease  and  sa¬ 
tisfaction.  I  believe  his  friendship  for  me  was  a  little  tinc¬ 
tured  with  another  passion  :  but  he  w'as  married,  and  liv¬ 
ed  very  well  with  his  wife,  who  was  also  my  friend  ;  so 
that  he  knew  I  would  never  think  of  him  in  the  light  of  a 
lover. 

Upon  our  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  accommodated  me 
with  a  little  money  (for  a  little  was  all  I  would  take),  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  own  city,  after  we  had  settled  a  correspondence 
by  letters.  1  was  detained  a  day  or  two  in  this  place  by  my 
indisposition,  which  increased ;  but,  nevertheless,  proceed¬ 
ed  to  Paris,  to  make  interest  for  a  protection  from  the  king 
of  France,  which  that  monarch  graciously  accorded  me,  in 
three  days  after  my  first  application ;  and  his  minister  sent 
orders  to  all  the  governors  and  intendants  of  the  province 

towns,  to  protect  me  against  the  efforts  of  Lord - ,  in 

whatever  place  I  should  choose  to  reside. 

Having  returned  my  thanks  at  Versailles  for  this  favour, 
and  tarried  a  few  days  at  Paris,  which  was  a  place  altoge¬ 
ther  unsuitable  to  the  low  ebb  of  my  fortune,  1  repaired  to 
Lisle,  where  I  intended  to  fix  my  habitation  ;  and  there  my 
disorder  recurred  with  such  violence,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
send  for  a  physician,  who  seemed  to  have  been  a  disciple  of 
Sangrado  ;  for  he  scarce  left  a  drop  of  blood  in  my  body, 
and  yet  I  found  myself  never  a  w  hit  the  better.  Indeed,  I  was 
so  much  exhausted  by  these  evacuations,  and  my  constitu¬ 
tion  so  much  impaired  by  fatigue  and  perturbation  of  mind, 
that  I  had  no  other  hope  of  recovering  but  that  of  reaching 
England,  and  putting  myself  under  the  direction  of  a  phy¬ 
sician  on  whose  ability  I  could  depend. 
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With  this  doubtful  prospect,  therefore,  I  determined  to 
attempt  a  return  to  my  native  air,  and  actually  departed 
from  Lisle,  in  such  a  melancholy  enfeebled  condition,  that  I 
had  almost  fainted  when  I  was  put  into  the  coach.  But  be¬ 
fore  I  resolved  upon  this  journey,  I  was  reduced  to  the  ut¬ 
most  exigence  of  fortune,  so  that  I  could  scarce  afford  to  buy 
provisions,  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  eat,  and  should  not 
have  been  able  to  defray  my  travelling  expences,  had  I  not 

been  generously  befriended  by  Lord  R —  M - ,  who  (I  am 

sure)  would  have  done  any  thing  for  my  ease  and  accommo¬ 
dation,  though  he  has  unjustly  incurred  the  imputation  of 
being  parsimonious,  and  I  had  no  reason  to  expect  any  such 
favour  at  his  hands. 

In  this  deplorable  state  of  health  I  was  conveyed  to  Calais, 
being  all  the  way  (as  it  were)  in  the  arms  of  death,  without 
having  swallowed  the  least  sustenance  on  the  road.  So  much 
was  my  indisposition  augmented  by  the  fatigue  of  the  jour¬ 
ney,  that  I  swooned  when  I  was  brought  into  the  inn,  and 
had  almost  expired  before  I  could  receive  the  least  assistance 
or  advice :  however,  my  spirits  were  a  little  revived  by  some 
bread  and  wine,  which  I  took  at  the  persuasion  of  a  French 
surgeon,  who,  chancing  to  pass  by  the  door,  was  called  up 
to  my  relief.  Having  sent  my  servant  to  Brussels,  to  take 
care  of  my  clothes,  I  embarked  in  the  packet  boat,  and  by 
the  time  we  arrived  at  Dover  was  almost  in  extremity. 

Here  I  found  a  return  coach,  in  which  I  was  carried  to 
London,  and  was  put  to  bed  at  the  house  we  put  up  at,  more 
dead  than  alive.  The  people  of  the  inn  sent  for  an  apothe¬ 
cary,  who  administered  some  cordial  that  recalled  me  to 
life ;  and,  when  I  recovered  the  use  of  speech,  I  told  him 
who  I  was,  and  desired  him  to  w  ait  upon  Dr.  S - ,  and  in¬ 

form  him  of  my  situation.  A  young  girl,  who  was  niece  to 
the  landlord’s  wife,  seeing  me  unattended,  made  a  tender  of 
her  service  to  me,  and  I  accepted  the  ofler,  as  well  as  of  a 
lodging  in  the  apothecary’s  house,  to  which  I  was  conveyed 
as  soon  as  my  strength  would  admit  of  my  removal.  There 
I  was  visited  by  my  physician,  who  was  shocked  to  find  me 
in  such  a  dangerous  condition  :  however,  having  considered 
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my  case,  he  perceived  that  my  indisposition  proceeded  from 
the  calamities  1  had  undergone,  and  encouraged  me  with 
tlic  hope  of  a  speedy  cure,  provided  I  could  be  kept  easy 
and  undisturbed. 

I  was  accordingly  attended  with  all  imaginable  care  :  my 
lord’s  name  being  never  mentioned  in  my  hearing,  because 
I  considered  him  as  the  fatal  source  of  all  my  misfortunes ; 
and  in  a  month  I  recovered  my  health,  by  the  great  skill 
and  tenderness  of  my  doctor,  who  now  finding  me  strong 
fliough  to  encounter  fresh  troubles,  endeavoured  to  persuade 
ne,  that  it  would  be  my  wisest  step  to  return  to  my  hus¬ 
band,  whom  at  that  time  he  had  often  occasion  to  see.  But 
f  rejected  his  proposal,  commenced  a  new  law-suit  for  se- 
Daration,  and  took  a  small  house  in  Sl.  James’s  square. 

About  this  time,  my  woman  returned  from  Brussels,  but 
vithout  my  clothes,  which  were  detained  on  account  of  the 
noney  I  owed  in  that  place ;  and,  asking  her  dismission 
fom  my  service,  set  up  shop  for  herself.  I  had  not  lived 
nany  weeks  in  my  new  habitation,  when  my  prosecutor  re- 
lewed  his  attempts  to  make  himself  master  of  my  person, 
lut  I  had  learned  from  experience  to  redouble  my  vigilance, 
md  he  was  frustrated  in  all  his  endeavours.  I  was  again 
lappy  in  the  conversation  of  my  former  acquaintance,  and 
lisited  by  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  mostly  persons  of 
Jrobity  and  sense,  who  cultivated  my  friendship  without  any 
dher  motive  of  attachment.  Not  that  I  was  unsolicited 
<n  the  article  of  love:  that  was  a  theme  on  which  I 
lever  wanted  orators ;  and  could  I  have  prevailed  upon 
iiyself  to  profit  by  the  advances  that  were  made,  I  might 
Hive  managed  my  opportunities  so  as  to  have  set  for- 
tlne  at  defiance  for  the  future.  But  I  was  none  of  these 
eionoinists,  ay  ho  can  sacrifice  their  hearts  to  interested  consi- 
efrations. 

One  evening,  while  I  was  conversing  with  three  or  four  of 
ny  friends,  my  lawyer  came  in,  and  told  me  he  had  some 
tlin  e  of  consequence  to  impart :  upon  Avhich  all  the  gentlemen 
but  oie  went  away.  Then  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  my 
sfit  vould  immediately  come  to  trial ;  and,  though  he  hoped 
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the  best,  the  issue  was  uncertain  :  that,  if  it  should  be  given 
against  me,  the  decision  would  inspire  my  lord  with  fresh 
spirits  to  disturb  my  peace  ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  con¬ 
venient  for  me  to  retire,  until  the  affair  should  be  brought  to 
a  determination. 

I  was  very  much  disconcerted  at  this  intelligence ;  and  tie 
gentleman  who  staid  perceiving  my  concern,  asked  what  I 
intended  to  do,  or  if  he  could  serve  me  in  any  shape,  and 
desired  to  know  whither  1  proposed  to  retreat  ?  I  affected  b 
laugh,  and  answered,  1  to  a  garret,.I  believe.’  To  this 
overstrained  raillery,  he  replied,  that,  if  I  should,  his  friend¬ 
ship  and  regard  would  find  the  way  to  my  apartment ;  anc 
I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  declaration 
We  consulted  about  the  measures  1  should  take;  and  I  de¬ 
termined  to  remove  into  the  country,  where  I  was  soon  fa 
voured  with  a  letter  from  him,  wherein  he  expressed  the  in 
finite  pleasure  he  had  in  being  able  to  assure  me  that  my  suii 
had  been  successful,  and  that  I  might  appear  again  witl 
great  safety.  . 

Accordingly  I  returned  to  town  in  his  coach  and  six,  whicl 
he  had  sent  for  my  convenience,  and  the  same  evening  wen 
with  him  to  the  masquerade,  where  we  passed  the  night  ver; 
agreeably,  his  spirits,  as  well  as  mine,  being  elevated  to  i 
joyous  pitch  by  the  happy  event  of  my  process.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  was  a  person  of  great  honour,  worth,  and  good  na¬ 
ture  ;  he  loved  me  extremely,  but  did  not  care  that  1  shoull 
know  the  extent  of  his  passion  :  on  the  contrary,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  persuade  me,  he  had  laid  it  down  as  a  maxin, 
that  no  woman  should  ever  have  power  enough  over  hs 
heart,  to  give  him  the  least  pain  or  disquiet.  In  short,  le 
had  made  a  progress  in  my  affection,  and  to  his  generosty 
was  I  indebted  for  my  subsistence  two  whole  years ;  duriig 
which,  he  was  continually  professing  this  philosophic  indif¬ 
ference,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  giving  me  daiy 
assurances  of  his  friendship  and  esteem,  and  treating  me  viih 
incessant  marks  of  the  most  passionate  love  ;  so  that  I  con¬ 
cluded  his  intention  was  cold,  though  his  temper  was  wirrr. 
Considering  myself  as  an  incumberance  upon  his  fortuie,  I 
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redoubled  my  endeavours  to  obtain  a  separate  maintenance 
from  my  lord,  and  removed  from  S'.  James’s  square  to  lodg¬ 
ings  at  Kensington,  where  I  had  not  long  enjoyed  myself 
in  tranquillity,  before  it  was  interrupted  by  a  very  unexpected 
visit. 

While  I  was  busy  one  day  dressing  in  my  dining-room,  I 
found  his  lordship  at  my  elbow  before  I  was  aware  of  his 
approach,  although  his  coach  was  at  the  door,  and  the  house 
already  in  the  possession  of  his  servants.  He  accosted  me 
in  the  usual  style,  as  if  we  had  parted  the  night  before ;  and 
I  answered  him  with  an  appearance  of  the  same  careless  fa¬ 
miliarity,  desiring  him  to  sit  down,  while  I  retreated  to  my 
chamber,  locked  the  door,  and  fairly  went  to  bed,  being 
perhaps  the  first  woman  who  went  thither  for  protection  from 
the  insults  of  a  man.  Here  then  I  immured  myself  with  my 
faithful  Abigail.  My  lord  finding  me  secured,  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  through  the  key-hole  begged  to  be  admitted, 
assuring  me  that  all  he  wanted  was  a  conference.  I  desired 
to  be  excused,  though  I  believed  his  assurance ;  but  I  had 
no  inclination  to  converse  witli  him,  because  I  knew  from 
experience  the  nature  of  his  conversation,  which  was  so  dis¬ 
agreeable  and  tormenting,  that  I  would  have  exchanged  it 
at  any  time  for  a  good  beating,  and  thought  myself  a  gainer 
by  the  bargain.  However,  he  persisted  in  his  importunities  to 
such  a  degree,  that  I  assented  to  his  proposal,  on  condition 

that  the  duke  of  L - should  be  present  at  the  interview ; 

and  he  immediately  sent  a  message  to  his  grace,  while  I  in 
peace  ate  my  breakfast,  conveyed  in  a  basket,  which  was 
hoisted  up  to  the  window  of  my  bed-chamber. 

The  duke  was  so  kind  as  to  come  at  my  lord’s  request,  and, 
before  I  would  open  the  door,  gave  me  his  word,  that  1 
should  be  protected  from  all  violence  and  compulsion.  Thus 
assured,  they  were  permitted  to  enter.  My  little  gentleman, 
sitting  down  by  my  bed-side,  began  to  repeat  the  old 
hacknied  arguments  he  had  formerly  used,  with  the  view 
of  inducing  me  to  live  with  him ;  and  I,  on  my  side,  re¬ 
peated  my  former  objections,  or  pretended  to  listen  to  his 
representations,  while  my  imagination  was  employed  in  con- 


92 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


triving  the  means  of  effecting  an  escape,  as  the  duke  easily 
perceived  by  my  countenance. 

Finding  all  his  remonstrances  ineffectual,  he  quitted  the 
chamber,  and  left  his  cause  to  the  eloquence  of  his  grace, 
who  sat  with  me  a  whole  half  hour,  without  exerting  him¬ 
self  much  in  behalf  of  his  client,  because  he  knew  I  was  alto¬ 
gether  obstinate  and  determined  on  that  score ;  but  joked 
upon  the  behaviour  of  his  lordship,  who  (though  jealous  of 
most  people)  had  left  him  alone  with  me  in  my  bed-chamber, 
observing,  that  he  must  either  have  great  confidence  in  his 
virtue,  or  a  very  bad  opinion  of  him  otherwise.  In  short,  I 
found  means  to  defer  the  categorical  answer  till  next  day,  and 
invited  the  duke  and  his  lordship  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow. 
My  wise  yoke-fellow  seemed  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  this 
invitation,  and  was  very  much  disposed  to  keep  possession 
of  my  house :  but,  by  the  persuasions  of  his  grace,  and  the 

advice  of  H - n,  who  was  his  chief  counsellor  and  back? 

he  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  my  word,  and  for  the  present 
left  me. 

They  were  no  sooner  retired,  than  I  rose  with  great  expe¬ 
dition,  packed  up  my  clothes,  and  took  shelter  in  Essex  for 
the  first  time.  Next  day,  my  lord  and  his  noble  friend  came 
to  dinner,  according  to  appointment ;  and,  being  informed 
of  my  escape  by  my  woman,  whom  I  had  left  in  the  house, 
his  lordship  discovered  some  signs  of  discontent,  and  insisted 
upon  seeing  my  papers ;  upon  which  my  maid  produced  a 
parcel  of  bills  which  I  owed  to  different  people.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this  disappointment,  he  sat  down  to  what  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  dinner,  and  with  great  deliberation  ate  up  a  leg  of 
lamb,  the  best  part  of  a  fowl,  and  something  else,  which  I 
do  not  now  remember ;  and  then  very  peaceably  went  away} 
giving  my  maid  an  opportunity  of  following  me  to  the  place 
of  my  retreat. 

My  intention  was  to  have  sought  refuge,  as  formerly,  in 
another  country ;  but  I  was  prevented  from  putting  my  de¬ 
sign  in  execution  by  a  fit  of  illness,  during  which  1  was  vi¬ 
sited  by  my  physician  and  some  of  my  own  relations,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  distant  cousin  of  mine,  whom  my  lord  had  en- 
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gaged  in  his  interests,  by  promising  to  recompence  her  am¬ 
ply,  if  she  could  persuade  me  to  comply  with  his  desire. 
In  this  office  she  was  assisted  by  the  doctor,  who  was  my 
friend,  and  a  man  of  sense,  for  whom  I  have  the  most  per¬ 
fect  esteem,  though  he  and  1  have  often  differed  in  point  of 
opinion.  In  a  word,  I  was  exposed  to  the  incessant  impor¬ 
tunities  of  all  my  acquaintance,  which,  added  to  the  des¬ 
perate  circumstances  of  my  fortune,  compelled  me  to  em¬ 
brace  the  terms  that  were  offered,  and  I  again  returned  to  the 
domestic  duties  of  a  wife. 

I  was  conducted  to  my  lord’s  house  by  an  old  friend  of 
mine,  a  gentleman  turned  of  fifty,  of  admirable  parts  and 
understanding  ;  he  was  a  pleasing  companion,  cheerful  and 
humane,  and  had  acquired  a  great  share  of  my  esteem  and 
respect.  In  a  word,  his  advice  had  great  weight  in  my  de¬ 
liberations,  because  it  seemed  to  be  the  result  of  experience 
and  disinterested  friendship.  Without  all  doubt,  he  had 
an  unfeigned  concern  for  my  welfare  ;  but,  being  an  admir¬ 
able  politician,  his  scheme  was  to  make  my  interest  coincide 
with  his  own  inclinations  ;  for  I  had  unwittingly  made  an 
innovation  upon  his  heart ;  and  as  he  thought  I  should  hard¬ 
ly  favour  his  passion  while  I  was  at  liberty  to  converse  with 
the  rest  of  my  admirers,  he  counselled  me  to  surrender  that 
freedom,  well  knowing  that  my  lord  would  be  easily  per¬ 
suaded  to  banish  all  his  rivals  from  the  house ;  in  which 
case,  he  did  not  doubt  of  his  being  able  to  insinuate  himself 
into  my  affections  ;  because  he  laid  it  down  as  an  eternal 
truth,  that,  if  any  two  persons  of  different  sexes  were  obliged 
to  live  together  in  a  desert,  where  they  would  be  excluded 
from  all  other  human  intercourse,  they  would  naturally  and 
inevitably  contract  an  inclination  for  each  other. 

How  just  this  hypothesis  might  be,  I  leave  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  curious  ;  though,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to 
judge  from  my  own  disposition,  a  coupie  so  situated  would 
be  apt  to  imbibe  mutual  disgusts,  from  the  nature  and  ne¬ 
cessity  of  their  union,  unless  their  association  was  at  first  the 
effect  of  reciprocal  affection  and  esteem.  JBe  this  as  it  will, 
I  honour  the  gentleman  for  his  plan,  which  was  ingeniously 
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contrived,  and  artfully  conducted  ;  but  I  happened  to  have 
too  much  address  for  him  in  the  sequel,  cunning  as  he  was, 
though  at  first  I  did  not  perceive  his  drift ;  and  his  lordship 
was  much  less  likely  to  comprehend  his  meaning. 

Immediately  after  this  new  accommodation,  I  was  carried 
to  a  country  house  belonging  to  my  lord,  and  was  simple 
enough  to  venture  myself  (unattended  by  any  servant  on 
whose  integrity  I  could  depend)  in  the  hands  of  his  lordship 

and  H - ,  whose  villany  I  always  dreaded  ;  though  at 

this  time  my  apprehensions  were  considerably  increased,  by 
recollecting,  that  it  was  not  his  interest  to  let  me  live  in  the 
house,  lest  his  conduct  should  be  inquired  into  ;  and  by  re¬ 
membering  that  the  very  house  to  which  we  were  going  had 
been  twice  burnt  down  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  not 
without  suspicion  of  his  having  been  the  incendiary,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  some  box  of  writings  which  was  lost  in  the  con¬ 
flagration.  True  it  is,  this  imputation  was  never  made  good ; 
and  perhaps  he  was  altogether  innocent  of  the  charge,  which 
nevertheless  affected  my  spirits  in  such  a  manner,  as  render¬ 
ed  me  the  most  miserable  of  all  mortals.  In  this  terror  did 
I  remain,  till  my  consternation  was  weakened  by  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Bal — ,  a  good-natured  worthy  man,  whem  my  lord 
had  invited  to  his  house,  and  I  thought  would  not  see  me  ill 

used.  In  a  few  weeks  we  were  joined  by  Dr.  S - and  his 

lady,  who  visited  us  according  to  their  promise  ;  and  it  was 
resolved  that  we  should  set  out  for  Tunbridge,  on  a  party  of 
pleasure,  and  at  our  return  examine  II - ’s  accounts. 

This  last  part  of  our  scheme  was  not  at  all  relished  by  our 
worthy  steward,  who  therefore  determined  to  overturn  our 
whole  plan,  and  succeeded  accordingly.  My  lord  all  of  a 
sudden  declared  himself  against  the  jaunt  we  had  projected, 
and  insisted  upon  my  staying  at  home,  without  assigning 
any  reason  for  this  peremptory^ behaviour  ;  his  countenance 
being  cloudy,  and,  for  the  space  of  three  days,  he  did  not 
open  his  mouth. 

At  last,  he  one  night  entered  my  bed-chamber,  to  which 
he  now  had  free  access,  with  his  sword  under  his  arm,  and, 
if  I  remember  aright,  it  was  ready  drawn.  I  could  not  help 
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taking  notice  of  this  alarming  circumstance,  which  shocked 
me  the  more,  as  it  happened  immediately  after  a  gloomy  fit 
of  discontent.  However,  I  seemed  to  overlook  the  incident, 
and,  dismissing  my  maid,  went  to  bed,  because  I  was  asham¬ 
ed  to  acknowledge,  even  to  my  own  heart,  any  dread  of  a 
person  whom  I  despised  so  much.  However,  the  strength 
of  my  constitution  was  not  equal  to  the  fortitude  of  my  mind. 
I  was  taken  ill,  and  the  servants- Vere  obliged  to  be  called 
up;  while  my  lord  himself,  terrified  at  my  situation,  ran  up 

stairs  to  Mrs.  S - ,  who  was  in  bed,  told  her,  with  evident 

perturbation  of  spirits,  that  I  was  very  much  indisposed, 
and  said,  he  believed  I  was  frighted  by  his  entering  my 
chamber  with  his  sword  in  hand. 

This  lady  was  so  startled  at  his  information,  that  she  ran 
into  my  apartment  half-naked,  and  as  she  went  down  stairs, 
asked  what  reason  could  induce  him  to  have  carried  his  sword 
with  him  ?  upon  which  he  gave  her  to  understand,  that  his 
intention  was  to  kill  the  bats.  I  believe  and  hope  he  had 
no  other  design  than  that  of  intimidating  me  ;  but  when  the 

affair  happened,  I  was  of  a  different  opinion.  Mrs.  S - 

having  put  on  her  clothes,  sat  up  all  night  by  my  bed-side, 
and  was  so  good  as  to  assure  me,  that  she  would  not  leave 
me,  until  I  should  be  safely  delivered  from  the  apprehensions 
that  surrounded  me  in  this  house,  to  which  she  and  the  doc¬ 
tor  had  been  the  principal  cause  of  my  coming  ;  for  my  lord 
had  haunted  and  importuned  them  incessantly  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  protesting  that  he  loved  me  with  the  most  inviolable 
affection  ;  and  all  he  desired  was,  that  I  would  sit  at  his 
table,  manage  his  family,  and  share  his  fortune.  By  these 
professions,  uttered  with  an  air  of  honesty  and  good  nature, 
he  had  imposed  himself  upon  them  for  the  best  tempered 
creature  upon  earth  :  and  they  used  all  their  influence  with, 
me  to  take  him  into  favour.  This  hath  been  the  case  with 
a  great  many  people,  who  had  but  a  superficial  knowledge 
of  his  disposition  ;  but,  in  the  course  of  their  acquaintance, 
they  have  never  failed  to  discern  and  acknowledge  their 
mistake. 

The  doctor,  on  his  return  from  Tunbridge,  to  which  place 
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lie  had  made  a  trip  by  himself,  found  me  ill  a-bed,  and  the 
whole  family  in  confusion  ;  surprised  and  concerned  at  this 
disorder,  he  entered  into  expostulation  with  my  lord,  who 
owned,  that  the  cause  of  his  displeasure  and  disquiet  was  no 

other  than  jealousy.  H - had  informed  him,  that  I  had 

been  seen  to  walk  out  with  Mr.  Bal —  in  a  morning  ;  and 
that  our  correspondence  had  been  observed  with  many  ad¬ 
ditional  circumstances,  which  were  absolutely  false  and 
groundless.  This  imputation  was  no  sooner  understood, 
than  it  was  resolved  that  the  accuser  should  be  examined  in 
presence  of  us  all.  He  accordingly  appeared,  exceedingly 
drunk,  though  it  was  morning,  and  repeated  the  articles  of 
the  charge,  as  an  information  he  had  received  from  a  man 
who  came  from  town  to  hang  the  bells,  and  was  long  ago 
returned  to  London. 

This  was  an  instance  of  his  cunning  and  address,  which 
did  not  forsake  him  even  in  his  hours  of  intoxication.  Had 
he  fixed  the  calumny  on  any  one  of  the  servants,  he  would 
have  been  confronted  and  detected  in  his  falsehood.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  though  he  could  not  be  legally  convicted,  it  plainly  ap¬ 
peared  that  he  was  the  author  of  this  defamation,  which  in¬ 
censed  Mr.  Bal —  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  scarce  be 
withheld  from  punishing  him  on  the  spot,  by  manual  chas¬ 
tisement.  However,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  abstain  from 
such  immediate  vengeance,  as  a  step  unworthy  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  ;  and  the  affair  was  brought  to  this  issue,  that  his 

lordship  should  either  part  with  me  or  Mr.  H - ;  for  I 

was  fully  determined  against  living  under  the  same  roof  with 
such  an  incendiary. 

This  alternative  being  proposed,  my  lord  dismissed  his 
steward,  and  we  returned  to  town  with  the  doctor  and  Mrs. 

S - ;  for  I  had  imbibed  such  horror  and  aversion  for  this 

country-seat  (though  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  England), 
that  I  could  not  bear  to  live  in  it.  We  therefore  removed 
to  an  house  in  Bond  street,  where,  according  to  the  advice 
of  my  friends,  I  exerted  my  whole  power  and  complaisance 
in  endeavours  to  keep  my  husband  in  good  humour  ;  but 
was  so  unsuccessful  in  my  attempts,  that,  if  ever  he  was 
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worse  tempered,  more  capricious,  or  intolerable  at  one  time 
than  at  another,  this  was  the  season  in  which  his  ill  humour 
predominated  in  the  most  rancorous  degree.  I  was  scarce 
ever  permitted  to  stir  abroad,  saw  nobody  at  home  but  my 
old  male  friend  whom  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  the  doc¬ 
tor  with  his  lady,  from  whose  conversation  also  I  was  at  last 
excluded. 

Nevertheless  I  contrived  to  steal  a  meeting,  now  and  then, 
with  my  late  benefactor,  for  whom  1  entertained  a  great 
share  of  affection,  exclusive  of  that  gratitude  that  was  due  to 
his  generosity.  It  was  not  his  fault  that  I  compromised 
matters  with  my  lord  :  for  he  was  as  free  of  his  purse  as  I 
was  unwilling  to  use  it.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  un¬ 
friendly,  unkind,  and  ungrateful  in  me  (now  that  I  was  in 
affluence),  to  avoid  all  intercourse  with  a  man  who  had  sup¬ 
ported  me  in  adversity.  I  think  people  cannot  be  too  shy 
and  scrupulous  in  receiving  favours ;  but  once  they  are  con¬ 
ferred,  they  ought  never  to  forget  the  obligation  :  and  I  was 
never  more  concerned  at  any  incident  of  my  life,  than  at 
hearing  that  this  gentleman  did  not  receive  a  letter,  in  which 
I  acknowledged  the  last  proof  of  his  friendship  and  liberali¬ 
ty  which  I  had  occasion  to  use,  because  I  have  since  learned 
that  he  suspected  me  of  neglect. 

But  to  return  to  my  situation  in  Bond  street.  I  bore  it  as 
well  as  I  could  for  the  space  of  three  months,  during  which 
I  lived  in  the  midst  of  spies,  who  were  employed  to  watch 
my  conduct;  and  underwent  every  mortification  that  malice, 
power,  and  folly,  could  inflict.  Nay,  so  ridiculous,  so  un¬ 
reasonable  was  my  tyrant  in  his  spleen,  that  he  declared  he 
would  even  be  jealous  of  Heydigger,  if  there  was  no  other 
man  to  incur  his  suspicion :  he  expected  that  I  should  spend 
my  whole  time  with  him  tete-a-tete  ;  when  I  sacrificed  my 
enjoyment  to  those  comfortable  parties,  he  never  failed  to 
lay  hold  on  some  innocent  expression  of  mine,  which  he 
made  the  foundation  of  a  quarrel  ;  and,  when  I  strove  to 
avoid  these  disagreeable  misinterpretations  by  reading  or 
writing,  he  incessantly  teased  and  tormented  me  with  the 
imputation  of  being  peevish,  sullen,  and  reserved. 
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Harassed  by  this  insufferable  behaviour,  I  communicated 

my  case  to  Dr.  S - and  his  lady,  intimating  that  I  neither 

could  nor  would  expose  myself  any  longer  to  such  usage. 
The  doctor  exhorted  me  to  bear  my  fate  with  patience  ;  and 
Mrs.  S - was  silent  on  the  subject ;  so  that  I  still  hesitat¬ 

ed  between  staying  and  going,  when  the  doctor,  being  one 
night  at  supper,  happened  to  have  some  words  with  my 
lord,  who  was  so  violently  transported  with  passion,  that  I 
was  actually  afraid  of  going  to  bed  with  him  ;  and  next 
morning,  when  he  awaked,  there  was  such  an  expression  of 
frantic  wildness  in  his  countenance,  that  I  imagined  he  was 
actually  distracted. 

This  alarming  circumstance  confirmed  me  in  my  resolu¬ 
tion  of  decamping  ;  and  I  accordingly  moved  my  quartern 
to  a  house  in  Sackville  street,  where  I  had  lodged  when  I 
was  a  widow.  From  thence  I  sent  a  message  to  the  duke 

of  L - ,  desiring  he  would  make  my  lord  acquainted  with 

the  place  of  my  abode,  my  reasons  for  removing,  and  my 
intention  to  defend  myself  against  all  his  attempts.  The  first 
night  of  this  separation  I  went  to  bed  by  myself  with  as  much 
pleasure  as  a  man  would  feel  in  going  to  bed  to  his  mistress 
whom  he  had  long  solicited  in  vain,  so  rejoiced  was  I  to  be 
delivered  from  my  obnoxious  bedfellow  1 

From  these  lodgings  I  soon  moved  to  Brook  street,  where 
1  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  sw  eets  of  my  escape,  when  I  was 
importuned  to  return,  by  a  new  steward  whom  my  lord  had 

engaged  in  the  room  of  H - n.  This  gentleman,  w  ho  bore 

a  very  fair  character,  made  such  judicious  representations,  and 
behaved  so  candidly  in  the  discharge  of  his  function,  that  I 
agreed  he  should  act  as  umpire  in  the  difference  betwixt  us, 
and  once  more  a  reconciliation  was  effected,  though  his  lord- 
ship  began  to  be  dissatisfied  even  before  the  execution  of  our 
agreement ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  attended  me  to 
Bath,  whither  I  went  for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  which 
was  not  a  little  im  aired. 

This  accommodation  had  a  surprising  effect  upon  my 
lover,  who,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  declarations,  that 
no  woman  should  ever  gain  such  an  ascendency  over  lii$ 
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heart  as  to  be  able  to  give  him  pain,  suffered  all  the  agonies 
of  disappointed  love,  when  he  now  found  himself  deprived 
of  the  opportunities  of  seeing  me,  and  behaved  very  different¬ 
ly  from  what  he  had  imagined  lie  should.  His  words  and 
actions  were  desperate  :  one  of  his  expressions  to  me  was, — 
‘  it  is  like  twisting  my  heart-strings,  and  tearing  it  out  of 
my  body.’  Indeed  I  never  should  have  acted  this  part,  had 
I  foreseen  what  he  would  have  suffered  ;  but  I  protest  I  be¬ 
lieved  him  when  he  said  otherwise  so  much,  that  his  declara¬ 
tion  on  that  subject  was  the  occasion  of  my  giving  him  up  ; 
and  it  was  now  too  late  to  retract. 

In  our  expedition  to  Bath,  I  was  accompanied  by  a  very 
agreeable  young  lady,  with  whom  I  passed  my  time  very 
happily,  amid  the  diversions  of  the  place,  which  screened 
me,  in  a  good  measure,  from  the  vexatious  society  of  my 
hopeful  partner.  From  this  place  we  repaired  to  his  seat  in 
the  country,  where  we  spent  a  few  months,  and  thence  re¬ 
turned  again  to  our  house  in  Bond  street.  Here,  while  I  was 
confined  to  my  bed  by  illness,  it  was  supposed  my  indisposi¬ 
tion  was  no  other  than  a  private  lying-in,  though  I  was  under 
the  roof  with  my  lord,  and  attended  by  his  servants. 

While  the  distemper  continued,  my  lord  (to  do  him  just¬ 
ice)  behaved  with  all  imaginable  tenderness  and  care  ;  and 
his  concern  on  these  occasions  I  have  already  mentioned  as 
a  strange  inconsistency  in  his  disposition.  If  his  actions 
were  at  all  accountable,  I  should  think  he  took  pains  to  fret 
me  into  a  fever  first,  in  order  to  manifest  his  love  and  hu¬ 
manity  afterwards.  When  I  recovered  my  strength  and 
spirits,  I  went  abroad,  saw  company,  and  should  have  been 
easy,  had  he  been  contented  ;  but  as  my  satisfaction  increas¬ 
ed,  his  good  humour  decayed,  and  he  banished  from  his 
house,  one  by  one,  all  the  people  whose  conversation  could 
have  made  my  life  agreeable. 

I  often  expostulated  with  him  upon  his  malignant  behavi¬ 
our,  protesting  ray  desire  of  living  peaceably  with  him,  and 
begging  he  would  not  lay  me  under  the  necessity  of  chang¬ 
ing  my  measures.  He  was  deaf  to  all  my  remonstrances 
(though  '  warned  him  more  than  once  of  the  event),  persist¬ 
ed  2 
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ed  in  his  maxims  of  persecution ;  and,  after  repeated  quarrels, 
I  again  left  his  house,  fully  determined  to  suffer  all  sorts  of 
extremity,  rather  than  subject  myself  to  the  tyranny  of  his 
disposition. 

This  year  was  productive  of  one  fatal  event,  which  I  felt 
with  the  utmost  sensibility  of  sorrow,  and  1  shall  always  re¬ 
member  with  regret — I  mean  the  death  of  Mr.  B - ,  with 

whom  I  had  constantly  maintained  an  intimate  correspond¬ 
ence  since  the  first  commencement  of  our  acquaintance.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  valuable  men,  and  promised  to  be  one 
of  the  brightest  ornaments  that  this  or  any  other  age  had 
produced.  I  enjoyed  his  friendship  without  reserve ;  and 
such  was  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  my  integrity,  from 
long  experience  of  my  truth,  that  he  often  said  he  would 
believe  my  bare  assertion,  even  though  it  should  contradict 
the  evidence  of  his  own  senses.  These  being  the  terms  upon 
which  we  lived,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  bore  the  loss 
of  him  without  repining :  indeed  my  grief  was  unspeakable ; 
and  though  the  edge  of  it  be  now  smoothed  by  the  lenient 
hand  of  time,  1  shall  never  cease  to  cherish  his  memory  w  ith 
the  most  tender  remembrance. 

During  the  last  period  of  my  living  with  my  lord,  I  had 
agreed  to  the  expediency  of  obtaining  an  act  of  parliament, 
which  Avould  enable  him  to  pay  his  debts ;  on  which  oc¬ 
casion  there  was  a  necessity  of  cancelling  a  deed  that  sub¬ 
sisted  between  us,  relating  to  a  separate  maintenance,  to 
which,  on  certain  provisions,  I  was  entitled  ;  and  this  was 
to  be  set  aside,  so  far  as  it  interfered  with  the  above-mention¬ 
ed  scheme,  while  the  rest  of  it  should  remain  in  force. 
When  this  affair  was  was  about  to  be  transacted,  my  lord 
very  generously  insisted  upon  my  concurrence  in  annulling 
the  whole  settlement ;  and,  when  I  refused  to  comply  with 
tliis'demand,  because  this  was  the  sole  resource  I  had  against 
his  ill  usage,  he  would  not  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his 
plan,  though,  by  dropping  it,  he  hurt  nobody  but  himself ; 
and  he  accused  me  of  having  receded  from  my  word,  after 
I  had  drawn  him  into  a  considerable  expcnce. 

This  imputation  of  breaking  my  word,  which  1  defy  the 
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whole  world  to  prove  I  ever  did,  incensed  me  the  more,  as 
I  myself  had  proposed  the  scheme  for  his  service,  although 
I  knew  the  accomplishment  of  it  would  endanger  the  validi¬ 
ty  of  my  ow  n  settlement ;  and  my  indignation  was  still  more 
augmented  by  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  G - ,  who  had  al¬ 

ways  professed  a  regard  for  my  interest,  and  upon  my  last 
accommodation  with  ray  lord,  undertaken  to  effect  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  between  my  father  and  me ;  but,  when  he  was 
questioned  about  the  particulars  of  this  difference,  and  de¬ 
sired  to  declare  whether  his  lordship  or  I  was  to  blame,  he 
declined  the  office  of  arbitrator,  refused  to  be  explicit  upon 
the  subject,  and  by  certain  shrewd  hums  and  ha’s,  signified 
his  disapprobation  of  my  conduct.  Yet  this  very  man, 
when  I  imparted  to  him,  in  confidence,  my  intention  of 
making  another  retreat,  and  frankly  asked  his  opinion  of 
my  design,  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  it  in  these 
remarkable  words  : — 4  Madam,  if  I  thought  or  had  hopes 
of  my  lord’s  growing  better,  I  would  down  on  my  knees  to 
desire  you  to  stay  ;  but,  as  I  have  not,  I  ay  nothing.’ 

If  he  connived  at  my  conduct  in  this  particular,  why 
should  he  disapprove  of  it  when  all  I  asked  was  but  com¬ 
mon  justice  ?  but  he  was  a  dependent ;  and  therefore  I  ex¬ 
cuse  his  phlegmatic  (not  to  call  it  unfriendly)  behaviour. 
Indeed  he  could  not  be  too  cautious  of  giving  offence  to  his 
lordship,  who  sometimes  made  him  feel  the  effects  of  that 
wrath  which  other  people  had  kindled  ;  particularly  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  small  adventure  which  happened  about  this 
very  period  of  time. 

A  very  agreeable,  sprightly,  good-natured  young  man,  a 
near  relation  of  my  lord,  happening  to  be  at  our  house  one 
evening,  when  there  was  a  fire  in  the  neighbourhood,  we 
agreed  to  go  and  sup  at  a  tavern  en  familfe ;  and  having 
spent  the  evening  with  great  mirth  and  good-humour,  this 
young  gentleman,  who  was  naturally  facetious,  in  taking  his 
leave,  saluted  us  all  round.  My  lord  who  had  before  enter¬ 
tained  some  jealousy  of  his  kinsman,  was  very  much  provok¬ 
ed  by  this  trifling  incident,  but  very  prudently  suppressed 
his  displeasure  till  he  returned  to  his  own  house,  where  hii 
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rage  co-operating  with  the  champagne  lie  had  drank,  in¬ 
flamed  him  to  such  a  degree  of  resolution,  that  he  sprung 

upon  the  innocent  G - n,  and  collared  him  with  great  fury, 

theugh  he  was  altogether  unconcerned  in  the  cause  of  his  in¬ 
dignation. 

This  extravagant  and  frantic  behaviour,  added  to  other 
grievances  under  which  I  laboured,  hastened  my  resolution 
of  leaving  him  ;  and  he  to  this  day  blames  his  relation  as  the 
immediate  cause  of  my  escape,  whereas  he  ought  to  place 
it  to  the  account  of  iiis  own  madness  and  indiscretion.  When 
I  retired  to  Park  street,  he  cautioned  all  my  tradesmen  (not 
even  excepting  my  baker)  against  givingme  credit,  assuring 
them  that  he  would  not  pay  any  debts  I  should  contract ; 
and  the  difficulties  to  which  I  was  reduced,  in  consequence 
of  this  charitable  declaration,  together  with  the  reflection  of 
what  I  had  suffered,  and  might  undergo,  from  the  caprice 
and  barbarity  of  his  disposition,  affected  my  health  so  much, 
that  I  was  taken  again  ill,  and  my  life  thought  in  danger. 

My  constitution,  however,  got  the  better  of  my  distemper, 
and  I  was  ordered  into  the  country  by  my  physicians,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air  ;  so  that  I  found  myself  under  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  keeping  two  houses,  when  I  was  little  able  to  sup¬ 
port  one,  and  set  up  my  chariot,  because  I  could  not  defray 
the' expence  of  a  hackney  coach ;  for  I  had  as  much  credit 
given  me  as  I  asked  for,  notwithstanding  my  lord’s  orders  to 
the  contrary. 

Having  recruited  my  spirits  in  the  country,  I  returned  to 
town,  and  was  visited  by  my  friends,  who  never  forsook  me 
in  adversity,  and,  in  the  summer,  removed  to  a  house  in 
Essex,  where  J  lived  a  few  months  in  great  tranquillity,  un¬ 
molested  by  my  tyrant,  who  sometimes  gave  me  a  whole 
year’s  respite.  Here  I  used  to  ride  and  drive  by  turns  (as 
my  humour  dictated)  with  horses  which  were  lent  me;  and 
I  had  the  company  of  my  lover,  and  another  gentleman,  who 
was  a  very  agreeable  companion,  and  of  singular  service  to 
me  in  the  sequel. 

At  last,  my  lord  having  received  intelligence  of  the  place 
of  my  abode,  and  his  tormenting  humour  recurring,  he  set 
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out  for  my  habitation,  and  in  the  morning  appeared  in  his 

coach  and  tix,  attended  by  Mr.  G - n,  and  another  person, 

whom  he  had  engaged  for  the  purpose,  with  several  domestics 
armed.  I  immediately  shut  up  my  doors  at  his  approach, 
and  refused  him  admittance,  which  he  endeavoured  to  ob¬ 
tain  by  a  succession  of  prayers  and  threats  ;  but  1  was  deaf 
to  both,  and  resolved  to  hold  out  to  the  last.  Seeing  me  de¬ 
termined,  he  began  his  attack,  and  his  servants  actually 
forced  their  way  into  the  house  ;  upon  which  I  retreated  up 
stairs,  and  fortified  myself  in  my  apartment,  which  the  as¬ 
sailants  stormed  with  such  fury,  that  the  door  began  to  give 
way,  and  I  retired  into  another  room. 

Whilst  I  remained  in  this  post,  Mr.  G - n  demanded  a 

parley,  in  which  he  begged  I  would  favour  my  lord  with  an 
interview,  otherwise  he  knew  not  what  might  be  the  conse¬ 
quence.  To  this  remonstrance  I  replied,  that  I  was  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  comply  with  his  request ;  and  that  though  their 
design  should  be  murder,  I  was  not  at  all  afraid  of  death. 
Upon  this  declaration  they  renewed  their  attacks,  which 
they  carried  on  with  inditferent  success  till  the  afternoon, 
when  my  lord  (as  if  he  had  been  at  play)  sent  a  formal  mes¬ 
sage  to  me,  desiring  that  all  hostilities  should  cease,  till  after 
both  parties  should  have  dined.  At  the  same  time,  my  own 
servants  came  for  instructions ;  and  I  ordered  them  to  let 
him  have  every  thing  which  he  should  call  for,  as  far  as  the 
house  would  afford. 

He  did  not  fail  to  make  use  of  this  permission  ;  but  sitting 
down  with  his  companions,  eat  up  my  dinner  without  hesit¬ 
ation,  after  he  had  paid  me  the  compliment  of  desiring  to 
know  what  he  should  send  up  to  my  apartment.  Far  from 
having  any  stomach  to  partake  of  his  meal,  1  sat  solitary 
upon  my  bed,  in  a  state  of  melancholy  expectation,  having 
fastened  the  door  of  the  outward  room  for  my  security,  while 
I  kept  my  chamber  open  for  the  convenience  of  air,  the  wea¬ 
ther  being  excessively  hot. 

His  lordship,  having  indulged  his  appetite,  resumed  his 
attempt,  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  heard  a  noise  in  the  next  room ; 
upon  which  I  started  up,  and  perceiving  that  he  had  got 
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into  my  antichamber,  by  the  help  of  a  bench  that  stood  under 
the  window,  I  flung  to  the  door  of  my  room,  which  I  locked 
with  great  expedition,  and  opening  another  that  communi¬ 
cated  w  ith  the  stair-case,  ran  out  of  the  house  through  acroud 
of  more  than  a  hundred  people,  whom  this  fray  had  gather¬ 
ed  together. 

Being  universally  beloved  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  re¬ 
spected  by  my  lord’s  servants,  I  passed  among  them  untouch¬ 
ed,  and  took  refuge  in  a  neighbouring  cottage ;  while  his 
lordship  bawled  and  roared  for  assistance,  being  afraid  to 
come  out  as  he  had  gone  in.  Without  waiting  for  his  deli¬ 
berations,  I  changed  clothes  with  the  poor  woman  who  had 
given  me  shelter,  and  in  her  blue  apron  aud  straw  hat  sallied 
out  into  the  flelds,  intending  to  seek  protection  at  the  house 
of  a  gentleman  not  far  off,  though  I  was  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  road  that  led  to  it.  However,  it  was  my  good  fortune 
to  meet  with  a  farmer,  who  undertook  to  conduct  me  to  the 
place,  otherwise  I  should  have  missed  my  way,  and  in  all 
probability  lain  in  the  fields  ;  for  by  this  time  it  was  eight 
o’clock  at  night. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  guide,  I  traversed  hedges  and 
ditches  (fori  would  not  venture  to  travel  in  the  highway, lest 
I  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  my  pursuer),  and  after  I  had 
actually  tumbled  in  the  mire,  and  walked  six  or  seven  long- 
miles  by  the  help  of  a  good  spirit,  which  never  failed  me  on 
such  occasions,  I  arrived  at  the  place,  and  rung  the  bell  at 
the  garden  gate  for  admittance.  Seeing  my  figure,  which 
was  very  uncouth,  together  with  my  draggled  condition, 
they  denied  me  entrance  ;  but,  when  they  understood  who  I 
was,  immediately  opened  the  door,  and  I  was  hospitably  en¬ 
tertained,  after  having  been  the  subject  of  mirth,  on  account 
of  my  dress  and  adventure. 

Next  day  I  returned  and  took  possession  of  my  house 
again,  where  I  resumed  my  former  amusements,  which  I 
enjoyed  in  quiet  for  the  space  of  a  whole  month,  waiting  with 
resignation  for  the  issue  of  my  law-suit ;  when,  one  after¬ 
noon,  I  was  apprised  of  his  lordship’s  approach  by  one  of 
my  spies,  whom  I  always  employed  to  reconnoitre  the  road ; 
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and  so  fortunate  was  I  in  the  choiee  of  these  scouts,  that  I 
never  was  betrayed  by  one  of  them,  though  they  were  often 
bribed  for  that  purpose. 

I  no  sooner  received  this  intelligence,  than  I  ordered  my 
horse  to  be  saddled,  and  mounting,  rode  out  of  sight  imme¬ 
diately,  directing  my  course  a  different  way  from  the  Lon¬ 
don  road.  I  had  not  long  proceeded  in  this  track,  when  my 
career  was  all  of  a  sudden  stopped  by  a  five-bar  gate,  which, 
after  some  hesitation,  I  resolved  to  leap  (my  horse  being  an 
old  hunter),  if  I  should  find  myself  pursued.  However,  with 
much  difficulty,  I  made  a  shift  to  open  it,  and  arrived  in 

safety  at  the  house  of  my  very  good  friend  Mr.  G - ,  who 

being  a  justice  of  the  peace,  had  promised  me  his  protection, 
if  it  shou1  be  wanted. 

Thus  secured  for  the  present,  I  sent  out  spies  to  bring  in¬ 
formation  of  his  lordship’s  proceedings,  and  understood  that 
he  had  taken  possession  of  my  house,  turned  my  servants 
adrift  ,  and  made  himself  master  of  all  my  moveables,  clothes, 
and  papers.  As  for  the  papers,  they  w  ere  of  no  consequence, 
but  of  clothes  I  had  a  good  stock  ;  and  when  I  had  reason 
to  believe  that  he  did  not  intend  to  relinquish  his  conquest, 
I  thought  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  remove  to  a  greater 
distance  from  his  quarters.  Accordingly,  two  days  after 
my  escape,  I  set  out  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  in  a  chariot 
and  four,  which  I  borrowed  of  my  friend,  attended  by  a 
footman,  who  was  a  stout  fellow,  and  well  armed,  1  myself 
being  provided  with  a  brace  of  good  pistols,  which  I  was 
fully  determined  to  use  against  any  person  who  should  pre¬ 
sume  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  me,  except  my  lord,  for 
whom  a  less  mortal  weapon  would  have  sufficed,  such  as  a 
bodkin  or  a  tinder-box.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  my 
intention  than  the  desire  of  hurting  any  living  creature,  much 
less  my  husband  ;  my  design  was  only  to  defend  myself 
from  cruelty  and  oppression,  which  I  knew,  by  fatal  expe¬ 
rience,  would  infallibly  be  my  lot,  should  he  get  me  into  his 
power  :  and  I  thought  I  had  as  good  a  right  to  preserve  my 
happiness,  as  that  which  every  individual  has  to  preserve  his 
life,  especially  against  a  set  of  rutfians,  who  were  engaged  to 
rob  me  of  it  for  a  little  dirty  lucre. 
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In  the  midst  of  our  journey,  the  footman  came  up,  and 
old  me  I  was  dogged,  upon  which  I  looked  out,  and  see¬ 
ing  a  man  riding  by  the  chariot  side,  presented  one  of  my 
pistols  out  of  my  window,  and  preserved  that  posture  of  de¬ 
fence  until  he  thought  proper  to  retreat,  and  rid  me  of  the 
fears  that  attended  his  company.  I  arrived  in  town,  and, 
changing  my  equipage,  hired  an  open  chaise,  in  which 
(though  I  was  almost  starved  with  cold)  I  travelled  to  Read¬ 
ing,  which  I  reached  by  ten  next  morning ;  and  from 
thence  proceeded  farther  in  the  country,  with  a  view  of  tak¬ 
ing  refuge  with  Mrs.  C - ,  who  was  my  particular  friend. 

Here  I  should  have  found  shelter,  though  my  lord  had  been 
beforehand  with  me,  and  endeavoured  to  prepossess  her 
against  my  conduct,  had  not  the  house  been  crowded  with 
company,  among  whom  I  could  not  possibly  have  been  con¬ 
cealed,  especially  from  her  brother,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  my  persecutor. 

Things  being  thus  situated,  I  enjoyed  but  a  very  short  in¬ 
terview  with  her,  in  which  her  sorrow  and  perplexity  on  my 
account  appeared  with  great  expression  in  her  countenance ; 
and  though  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  afford  me  the  relief 
I  expected,  she,  in  the  most  genteel  manner,  sent  after  me 
a  small  sum  of  money,  thinking  that,  considering  the  hurry 
in  which  I  left  my  house,  I  might  have  occasion  for  it  on 
the  road.  I  was  by  this  time  benumbed  w  ith  cold,  fatigued 
with  travelling,  and  almost  fretted  to  death  by  my  disap¬ 
pointment.  However,  this  was  no  time  to  indulge  despond¬ 
ence  ;  since  nobody  could  or  would  assist  me,  I  stood  the 
more  in  need  of  my  own  resolution  and  presence  of  mind. 
After  some  deliberation,  I  steered  my  course  back  to  London ; 
and  being  unwilling  to  return  by  the  same  road  in  which  I 
came,  as  well  as  impatient  to  be  at  the  end  of  my  journey,  I 
chose  the  Bagshot  way,  and  ventured  to  cross  the  heath  by 
moonlight. 

Here  I  was  attacked  by  a  footpad  armed  with  a  broad 
sword,  who  came  up  and  demanded  my  money.  My  stock 
amounted  to  twelve  guineas;  and  I  foresaw,  that,  should  I 
be  stripped  of  the  whole  sum,  I  could  not  travel  without  dis¬ 
covering  who  I  was,  and  consequently  running  the  risk  of 
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being  detected  by  my  pursuer.  On  these  considerations  I 
gave  the  fellow  three  guineas  and  some  silver  ;  with  which 
he  was  so  far  from  being  satisfied,  that  he  threatened  to  search 
me  for  more :  but  I  ordered  the  coachman  to  proceed,  and 
by  good  fortune  escaped  that  ceremony  ;  though  I  ivas  un¬ 
der  some  apprehension  of  being  overtaken  with  a  pistol  bullet 
in  my  flight,  and  therefore  held  down  my  head  in  the  chaise, 
in  imitation  of  some  great  men,  who  are  said  to  have  ducked 
in  the  same  manner  in  the  day  of  battle. 

Pdy  fears  happened  to  be  disappointed :  I  lay  at  an  inn 
upon  the  toad,  and  next  day  arrived  in  town,  in  the  utmost 
difficulty  and  distress  ;  for  I  knew  not  where  to  fix  my  ha¬ 
bitation,  and  was  destitute  of  all  means  of  support.  In  this 
dilemma,  I  applied  to  my  lawyer,  who  recommended  me  to 
the  house  of  a  tradesman  in  Westminster,  where  I  lodged 
and  boarded  upon  credit,  with  my  faithful  Abigail  (whom  I 

shall  distinguish  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  S - r),  for  the  space 

ten  weeks,  during  which  I  saw  nobody,  and  never  once  stirr¬ 
ed  abroad. 

While  I  was  thus  harassed  out  of  all  enjoyment  of  life,  and 
reduced  to  the  utmost  indigence,  by  the  cruelty  of  my  perse¬ 
cutor,  who  had  even  stripped  me  of  my  wearing  apparel,  I 

made  a  conquest  of  Lord  D - ,  a  nobleman  who  is  now 

dead,  and  therefore  I  shall  say  little  of  his  character,  which  is 
perfectly  well  known  :  this  only  will  I  observe,  that,  next  to 
my  own  tyrant,  he  was  the  person  of  whom  I  had  the  greatest 
abhorrence.  Nevertheless,  when  these  two  came  in  competi¬ 
tion,  I  preferred  the  offers  of  this  new  lover,  which  were 
very  considerable  ;  and  as  an  asylum  was  the  chief  thing  I 
wanted,  agreed  to  follow  him  to  his  country  seat,  whither  I 
actually  sent  my  clothes,  which  1  had  purchased  upon  credit. 

However,  upon  mature  deliberation,  I  changed  my  mind, 
and  signified  my  resolution  in  a  letter,  desiring  at  the  same 
time,  that  my  baggage  might  be  sent  back.  In  consequence 
of  this  message,  I  expected  a  visit  from  him,  in  all  the  rage  of 
indignation  and  disappointment,  and  gave  orders  that  he 
sh  ould  not  be  admitted  into  my  house :  yet,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  this  precaution,  he  found  means  to  procure  entrance ; 
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and  one  of  the  first  objects  that  I  saw,  next  morning,  in  my 
bed-chamqer,  was  my  lover,  armed  with  his  horse-whip, 
against  which  (from  the  knowledge  of  the  man)  I  did  not 
think  myself  altogether  secure;  though  I  was  not  much 
alarmed,  because  I  believed  myself  superior  to  him  in  point 
of  bravery,  should  the  worst  come  to  the  worst :  but,  con¬ 
trary  to  my  expectation,  and  his  usual  behaviour  to  our 
sex,  he  accosted  me  very  politely,  and  began  to  expostulate 
upon  the  contents  of  my  letter.  I  freely  told  him,  that  I  had 
rashly  assented  to  his  proposal,  for  my  own  convenience 
only  ;  that,  when  I  reflected  on  what  I  had  done,  I  thought 
it  ungenerous  in  me  to  live  with  him  upon  these  terms  ;  and 
that,  as  I  did  not  like  him,  and  could  not  dissemble,  such  a 
correspondence  could  never  tend  to  t  he  satisfaction  of  either, 
lie  allowed  the  inference  was  just,  though  he  was  very  much 
chagrined  at  my  previous  proceeding  :  he  relinquished  his 
claim,  restored  my  clothes,  and  never  afterwards  upbraided 
me  with  my  conduct  in  this  affair ;  though  he  at  one  time 
owned,  that  he  still  loved  me,  and  ever  should,  because  I 
had  used  him  ill;  a  declaration  that  strongly  marks  the  pe¬ 
culiarity  of  his  character.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  own  that 
my  behaviour  on  this  occasion  is  no  other  way  excusable, 
than  on  account  of  the  miserable  perplexity  of  my  circum¬ 
stances,  which  were  often  so  calamitous,  that  I  wonder  I  have 
not  been  compelled  to  take  such  steps  as  would  have  render¬ 
ed  my  conduct  much  more  exceptionable  that  it  really  is. 

At  last  all  my  hopes  were  blasted  by  the  issue  of  my  suit, 
which  was  determined  in  favour  of  my  lord.  Even  then  I 
refused  to  yield  ;  on  the  contrary,  coming  out  of  retirement, 
I  took  lodgings  in  Suffolk  street,  and  set  my  tyrant  at  de¬ 
fiance.  But,  being  unwilling  to  trust  my  doors  to  the  care 
of  other  people,  I  hired  an  house  in  Conduit  street;  and  no 
sooner  appeared  in  the  world  again,  than  I  was  surrounded 
by  divers  and  sundry  sorts  of  admirers.  I  believe  I  received 
the  incense  and  addresses  of  all  kinds  under  the  sun,  except 
that  sort  which  was  most  to  my  liking,  a  man  capable  of  con¬ 
tracting  and  inspiring  a  mutual  attachment  ;  but  such  a  one 
is  equally  rare  and  inestimable ;  not  but  that  I  own  myself 
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greatly  obliged  to  all  those  who  cultivated  my  'good  graces, 
though  they  were  very  little  beholden  to  me  ;  for  where  I  did 
not  really  love,  I  could  never  profess  that  passion  ;  that  sort 
of  dissimulation  is  a  slavery  that  no  honest  nature  will  under¬ 
go.  Except  one  worthy  young  man,  whom  I  sometimes  saw, 
they  were  a  strange  medley  of  insignificant  beings ;  one  was 
insipid,  another  ridiculously  affected,  a  third  void  of  all  edu¬ 
cation,  a  fourth  altogether  inconsistent ;  and,  in  short,  I 
found  as  many  trifling  characters  among  the  men,  as  ever  I 
observed  in  my  own  sex.  Some  of  them  1  endeavoured  to 
bring  over  (o  my  maxims,  while  they  attempted  to  make  a 
proselyte  of  me ;  but  finding  (he  task  impracticable  on  both 
sides,  we  very  wisely  dropt  each  other. 

At  length,  however,  I  was  blessed  with  the  acquaintance 
of  one  nobleman,  who  is,  perhaps,  the  first  character  in  Eng¬ 
land,  in  point  of  honour,  integrity,  wit,  sense,  and  benevo¬ 
lence  :  when  I  have  thus  distinguished  him,  I  need  scarce 

mention  Lord - .  This  great,  this  good  man,  possesses 

every  accomplishment  requisite  to  inspire  admiration,  love, 
and  esteem.  With  infinitely  more  merit  than  almost  ever 
fell  to  one  man’s  share,  he  manifests  such  diffidence  of  his 
own  qualifications,  as  cannot  fail  to  prepossess  every  com¬ 
pany  in  his  favour.  He  seems  to  observe  nothing,  yet  sees 
every  thing;  his  manner  of  telling  a  story ,  and  making  trifles 
elegant,  is  peculiar  to  himself ;  and,  though  he  has  a  thou¬ 
sand  oddities,  they  serve  only  to  make  him  more  agreeable. 
After  what  I  have  said,  it  may  be  supposed  that  I  was  en¬ 
amoured  of  his  person  ;  but  this  was  not  the  case;  love  is  al¬ 
together  capricious  and  fanciful ;  yet  I  admire,  honour,  and 
esteem,  him  to  the  highest  degree;  and  when  I  observe  that 
liis  character  resembled  that  of  my  dear  departed  friend  Mr. 

B - ,  or  rather  that  Mr.  B - ,  had  he  lived,  would 

have  resembled  Lord - ,  I  pay  the  highest  compliment 

I  can  conceive  both  to  the  living  and  the  dead. 

In  this  nobleman’s  friendship  and  conversation  1  thought 
myself  happy  ;  though  1  was,  as  usual,  exposed  to  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  efforts  of  my  lord,  who,  one  day,  w  hile  I  was  fa¬ 
voured  with  the  company  of  this  generous  friend,  appeared 
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at  my  door  in  Lis  coach,  attended  by  another  gentleman, 
who  demanded  entrance  with  an  air  of  authority.  A  very 
honest  footman,  who  had  been  long  in  iny  service,  ran  up 
stairs  in  the  utmost  consternation,  and  gave  me  an  account 
of  what  had  happened  below.  Upon  which  I  told  him,  he 
had  nothing  to  answer  for,  and  ordered  him  to  keep  the 
door  fast  shut  against  all  opposition ;  though  I  was  so  much 

affected  by  this  unexpected  assault,  that  Lord - said  he 

was  never  more  surprised  and  shocked  in  his  life,  than  at 
the  horror  which  appeared  in  my  countenance,  when  I  saw 
the  coach  stop  at  my  door. 

My  little  hero  being  refused  admittance,  went  away, 
threatening  to  return  speedily  with  a  reinforcement;  and 
during  this  interval,  I  provided  myself  with  a  soldier,  whom 
I  placed  centinel  at  the  door,  within  side,  to  guard  me  from 
the  danger  of  such  assaults  for  the  future.  My  lord,  true  to 
his  promise,  marched  back  with  his  auxiliaries,  reinforced 
with  a  constable,  and  repeated  his  demand  of  being  admitted; 
and  my  soldier  opening  the  sash,  in  order  to  answer  him, 
according  to  my  directions,  he  no  sooner  perceived  the  red 
coat,  than  he  was  seized  with  such  a  panic,  that  he  instantly 
fled  with  great  precipitation  ;  and,  when  he  had  recounted 
the  adventure,  like  Falstaff  in  the  play,  multiplied  my  guard 
into  a  whole  file  of  musqueteers.  He  also  made  a  shift  to 
discover  the  gentleman  who  had  been  so  kind  as  to  lend  me 
one  of  his  company,  and  complained  of  him  to  the  duke  of 

N - ,  in  hopes  of  seeing  him  broke  for  his  misdemeanour; 

but  in  that  expectation  he  was  luckily  disappointed. 

Perceiving  that  in  England  I  should  never  enjoy  peace, 
but  be  continually  subject  to  those  alarms  and  disquiets 
which  had  already  impaired  my  health  and  spirits,  I  resolved 
to  repair  again  to  France,  my  best  refuge  and  sure  retreat 
from  the  persecution  of  my  tyrant.  A  et,  before  I  took  this 
step,  I  endeavoured,  by  the  advice  of  my  friends,  to  conceal 
myself  near  Windsor  ;  but  was  in  a  little  time  discovered  by 
my  lord,  and  hunted  out  of  my  lurking  place  accordingly. 
I  then  removed  to  Chelsea,  where  I  suffered  inconceivable 
uneasiness  and  agitation  of  mind,  from  the  nature  of  my  sL 
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Illation,  my  tranquillity  being  thus  incessantly  invaded  by 
a  man  who  could  not  be  satisfied  with  me,  and  yet  could  not 
live  without  me :  so  that,  though  I  was  very  much  indis¬ 
posed,  I  set  out  for  France,  by  the  way  of  the  Hague,  as 
the  war  had  shut  up  all  other  communication,  having  no 

other  attendant  but  my  woman  S - r,  who,  though  she 

dreaded  the  sea,  and  was  upon  the  brink  of  matrimony, 
would  not  quit  me  in  such  a  calamitous  condition,  until  I 
was  joined  by  my  footman  and  other  maid,  whom  I  ordered 
to  follow  me  with  the  baggage.  But,  before  my  departure, 

I  sent  a  message  to  Lord - ,  demanding  my  clothes,  which 

he  had  seized  in  Essex;  and  he  refusing  to  deliver  them,  I 
was  obliged  to  equip  myself  anew,  upon  credit. 

I  was  supplied  with  money  for  my  journey  by  my  good 
friend  L - ;  and,  after  a  short  and  pleasant  passage,  ar¬ 

rived  at  the  Hague,  where  I  staid  two  months,  and  parted 

with  S - r,  on  whom  I  settled  an  annuity  of  five-and-twenty 

pounds,  payable  out  of  the  provision  which  I  had  or  might 
obtain  from  my  husband.  lie  same  allowance  had  I  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Lord  B - to  grant  to  another  maid,  who  at¬ 

tended  me  while  I  lived  in  his  house. 

I  did  not  much  relish  the  people  in  Holland,  because  they 
seemed  entirely  devoted  to  self-interest,  without  any  taste  for 
pleasure  or  politeness  ;  a  species  of  disposition  that  could  not 
be  very  agreeable  to  me,  who  always  despised  money,  had 
an  unbounded  benevolence  of  heart,  and  loved  pleasure  be¬ 
yond  every  other  consideration.  When  I  say  pleasure,  1 
would  not  be  understood  to  mean  sensuality,  which  consti¬ 
tutes  the  supreme  happiness  of  those  only  who  are  void  of 
sentiment  and  imagination.  Nevertheless,  I  received  some 
civilities  in  this  place  ;  and,  among  the  rest,  the  reputation 

of  having  for  my  lover  the  king  of  P - ’s  minister,  who 

was  young  and  airy,  and  visited  me  often  ;  circumstances 
that  were  sufficient  to  lay  me  under  the  imputation  of  an 
amour,  which  I  frequently  incurred  without  having  given 
the  least  cause  of  suspicion. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  Dutch  friends,  I  departed  from 
the  Hague,  in  company  with  an  English  woman,  whom  f 
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had  chose  for  (hat  purpose,  and  arrived  at  Antwerp  with 
much  difficulty  and  danger,  the  highway  being  infested  with 
robbers.  After  having  reposed  myself  a  few  days  in  this 
city,  I  hired  a  coach  for  myself,  and  set  out  with  my  com¬ 
panion  for  Brussels ;  but,  before  we  reached  Mechlin,  our 
vehicle  was  attacked  by  two  hussars,  who,  with  their  sabres 
drawn,  obliged  the  coachman  to  drive  into  a  wood  near  the 
road.  I  at  first  im  gined  they  wanted  to  examine  our  pass¬ 
ports,  but  was  soon  too  well  convinced  of  their  design ;  and, 
though  very  much  shocked  at  the  discovery,  found  resolu¬ 
tion  enough  to  suppress  my  concern,  so  that  it  should  not 
aggravate  the  terrors  of  the  young  woman,  w  ho  had  almost 
died  with  apprehension.  I  even  encouraged  her  to  hope  for 
the  best ;  and,  addressing  myself  to  the  robbers  in  French, 
begged,  in  the  most  suppliant  manner,  that  they  would  spare 
our  lives ;  upon  which  one  of  them,  w  ho  was  a  little  fellow, 
assured  me,  in  the  same  language,  that  we  had  nothing  to 
fear  for  our  persons. 

When  wc  were  conveyed  in  a  state  of  dreadful  suspense 
above  three  quarters  of  a  mile  into  the  wood,  the  ruffians 
came  into  the  coach,  and,  taking  my  keys,  which  I  kept 
ready  in  my  hand  for  them,  opened  three  large  trunks  that, 
contained  my  baggage,  and  emptying  them  of  every  thing 
but  my  hoops  and  a  few  books,  packed  up  their  booty  in  a 
cloth ;  then  robbed  me  of  my  money  and  jewels,  even  to  my 
shoe-buckles  and  sleeve-buttons,  took  my  footman’s  laced  hat, 
and  gave  it,  by  way  of  gratification,  to  a  peasant,  who  came 
from  behind  the  bushes,  and  assisted  them  in  packing. 

This  affair  being  dispatched,  they  ordered  us  to  return  to 
the  road  by  a  different  way  from  that  in  which  we  were  car¬ 
ried  into  the  wood  ;  and  mounting  their  horses,  rode  off  with 
the  plunder,  though  not  before  the  little  fellow,  who  was  the 
least  ferocious  of  the  two,  had  come  and  shaken  me  by  the 
hand,  wishing  us  a  good  journey ;  a  compliment  which  I 
heartily  returned,  being  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  re¬ 
treat  of  two  such  companions,  w  ho  had  detained  us  a  whole 
half  hour;  during  which,  notwithstanding  the  assurance  I 
had  received,  I  was  in  continual  apprehension  of  seeing  their 
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operation  concluded  with  the  murder  of  us  all ;  for  I  sup¬ 
pose  they  were  of  that  gang  w  ho  had  some  time  before  mur¬ 
dered  a  French  officer,  and  used  a  lady  extremely  ill,  after 
having  rifled  her  of  all  she  had. 

Having  thus  undergone  pillage,  and  being  reduced  to  the 
extremity  of  indigence  in  a  foreign  land,  it  is  not  to  be  sup¬ 
posed  that  my  reflections  were  very  comfortable ;  and  yet, 
though  I  sustained  the  whole  damage,  I  was  the  only  person 
in  the  company  who  bore  the  accident  with  any  resolution 
and  presence  of  mind.  My  coachman  and  valet  seemed 
quite  petrified  with  fear ;  and  it  was  not  till  I  had  repeated 
my  directions  that  the  former  drove  farther  into  the  wood, 
and  took  the  first  turning  to  the  right,  in  order  to  regain  the 
road,  according  to  the  command  of  the  robbers,  which  I  did 
not  choose  to  disobey* 

This  misfortune  I  suffered  by  the  misinformation  I  received 
at  Antwerp,  where  1  would  have  provided  myself  with  an 
escort,  had  not  I  been  assured  that  there  was  not  the  least 
occasion  to  put  myself  to  such  extraordinary  expence :  and 
indeed  the  robbers  took  the  only  half  hour  in  which  they 
could  have  had  an  opportunity  of  plundering  us ;  for  we  no 
sooner  returned  into  the  highway,  than  we  met  with  the 
French  artillery  coming  from  Brussels,  which  was  a  security 
to  us  during  the  rest  of  our  journey.  We  were  afterwards 
informed  at  a  small  village,  that  there  was  actually  a  large 
gang  of  deserters,  who  harboured  in  that  wood,  from  which 
they  made  excursions  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  kept  the 
peasants  in  continual  alarms. 

Having  proceeded  a  little  way,  we  were  stopped  by  the 
artillery  crossing  a  bridge ;  and  as  the  train  was  very  long, 
must  have  been  detained  till  night,  had  not  a  soldier  informed 
me,  that  if  I  would  take  the  trouble  to  come  out  of  my  coach, 
and  apply  to  the  commandant,  he  would  order  them  to  halt, 
and  allow  me  to  pass.  I  took  the  man’s  advice,  and  was 
by  him  conducted,  with  much  difficulty,  through  the  crowd, 
to  some  officers,  who  seemed  scarce  to  deserve  the  name ; 
for  when  I  signified  my  request,  they  neither  rose  up,  nor 
desired  me  to  sit  down ;  but  lolling  in  their  chairs,  with  one 
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leg  stretched  out,  asked,  with  an  air  of  disrespectful  raillery, 
where  I  was  going?  and  when  I  answered,  ‘  to  Paris,’  de¬ 
sired  to  know  what  1  would  do  there  ? 

I,  who  am  naturally  civil  where  I  am  civilly  used,  and 
saucy  enough  where  I  think  myself  treated  with  disregard, 
was  very  much  piqued  at  their  insolent  and  unmannerly  be¬ 
haviour,  and  began  to  reply  to  their  impertinent  questions 
very  abruptly ;  so  that  a  very  tart  dialogue  would  have  en¬ 
sued,  had  not  the  conversation  been  interrupted  by  a  tall, 
thin,  genteel  young  French  nobleman,  an  officer  in  the  army, 
who,  chancing  to  come  in,  asked  with  great  politeness,  what 
I  would  please  to  have?  I  then  repeated  my  desire,  and 
produced  my  passports,  by  which  he  learned  who  I  was. 
He  immediately  gave  orders  that  my  coach  should  pass ;  and 
after  wards  visited  me  at  Paris,  having  obtained  my  permis¬ 
sion,  and  taken  my  address  at  parting;  while  the  others, 
understanding  my  name  and  quality,  asked  pardon  for  their 
impolite  carriage,  which  they  told  me  was  owing  to  the  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  soldier,  who  gave  them  to  understand, 
that  I  was  a  strolling  actress. 

I  could  not  help  laughing  heartily  at  this  mistake,  which 
might  have  proceeded  from  the  circumstances  of  my  appear¬ 
ance,  my  footman  having  been  obliged  to  change  hats  with 
the  peasant,  and  myself  being  without  buckles  in  my  shoes, 
and  buttons  in  my  riding  shirt,  while  my  countenance  still 
retained  marks  of  the  fear  and  confusion  I  had  undergone. 
After  all,  perhaps  the  feliowr  was  a  droll,  and  wanted  to  en¬ 
tertain  himself  at  my  expence. 

The  day  was  so  far  consumed  in  these  adventures,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  take  up  my  lodgings  at  Mechlin,  where  I  ad¬ 
dressed  myself  to  the  intendant,  giving  him  an  account  of 
the  disaster  1  had  met  with,  and  desiring  I  might  have  credit 
at  the  urn,  as  our  whole  company  could  not  raise  the  value  of 
a  sixpence.  This  gentleman,  though  a  provincial,  was  polite 
in  his  w  ay,  and  not  only  granted  my  request,  but  invited  me  to 
Judge  at  his  own  house.  I  accordingly  gave  him  my  company 
at  supper,  but  did  not  choose  to  sleep  in  his  quarters,  because 
he  appeared  to  be  w  hat  the  French  call  an  vieu  dcbauche. 
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Next  day,  be  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  general,  with  a  detail 
of  my  misfortune,  in  hopes  of  retrieving  what  I  had  lost ; 
but,  notwithstanding  all  possible  search,  I  was  fain  to  put 
up  with  my  damage,  which,  in  linen,  laces,  clothes,  and 
baubles,  amounted  to  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pounds  :  a 
loss  which  never  deprived  me  of  one  moment’s  rest;  for 
though  1  lodged  at  a  miserable  inn,  and  lay  in  a  paltry  bed, 
I  slept  as  sound  as  if  nothing  extraordinary  had  happened, 
after  I  had  written  to  London  and  Paris,  directing  that  the 
payment  of  iny  bills  of  credit  might  be  stopped.  Indeed, 
I  know  but  of  two  misfortunes  in  life  capable  of  depressing 
my  spirits,  namely,  the  loss  of  health  and  friends  ;  all  others 
may  be  prevented  or  endured.  The  articles  of  that  calami¬ 
ty  which  I  chiefly  regretted,  were  a  picture  of  Lord  W — m, 
and  some  inimitable  letters  from  Mr.  B. 

From  Mechlin  I  proceeded  to  Brussels,  where,  being 
known,  I  got  credit  for  some  necessaries,  and  borrowed 
twenty  guineas,  to  defray  the  cxpence  of  my  journey  to 
Paris.  Having  consulted  with  my  friends,  about  the  safest 
method  of  travelling  through  Flanders,  I  was  persuaded  to 
take  places  in  the  public  voiture  ;  aud  accordingly  departed, 
not  without  fears  of  finding  one  part  of  the  country  as  much 
infested  with  robbers  as  another.  Nor  were  these  appre¬ 
hensions  assuaged  by  the  conversation  of  my  fellow-travellers, 
who  being  of  the  lower  sort  of  people,  that  delight  in  exag¬ 
gerating  dangers,  entertained  me  all  the  way  with  an  account 
of  all  the  robberies  and  murders  w  hich  had  been  committed 
on  that  road,  with  many  additional  circumstances  of  their 
own  invention. 

Alter  having  been  two  days  exposed  to  this  comfortable 
conversation,  among  very  disagreeable  company,  which  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  situations  in  life,  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  Lisle,  where,  thinking  the  dangerous  part  of  the 
journey  was  now  past,  1  hired  a  post  chaise,  and  in  two 
days  more  reached  Paris  without  any  further  molestation. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  the  capital,  I  was  immediately  visited 
by  my  old  acquaintances,  who,  hearing  my  disaster,  ottered 
me  their  clothes,  and  insisted  upon  my  wearing  them,  until 
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1  could  be  otherwise  provided.  They  likewise  engaged  me 
in  parties,  with  a  view  of  amusing  my  imagination,  that  I 
might  not  grow  melancholy  in  reflecting  upon  my  loss  ;  and 
desired  me  to  repeat  the  particulars  of  my  story  forty  times 
over,  expressing  great  surprise  at  our  not  being  murdered, 
or  ravished  at  least.  As  for  this  last  species  of  outrage,  the 
fear  of  it  never  once  entered  my  head,  otherwise  I  should 
have  been  more  shocked  and  alarmed  than  I  really  was  :  but 
it  seems  this  was  the  chief  circumstance  of  my  companion’s 
apprehension  :  and  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  an  homely 
woman  is  always  more  apt  to  entertain  those  fears,  than  one 
whose  person  exposes  her  to  much  more  imminent  danger. 
However,  I  now  learned,  that  the  risk  I  ran  was  much  greater 
t  han  I  imagined  it  to  be,  those  ruffians  being  familiarized  to 
rape  as  well  as  murder. 

Soon  after  my  appearance  in  Paris,  I  was  favoured  with  the 
addresses  of  several  French  lovers  ;  but  I  never  had  any  taste 
for  foreigners,  or  indeed  for  any  amusement  of  that  kind,  ex¬ 
cept  such  as  were  likely  to  be  lasting,  and  settled  upon  a 
more  agreeable  footing  than  that  of  common  gallantry. 
When  I  deviated  from  this  principle,  my  conduct  was  the 
effect  of  compulsion,  and  therefore  I  was  never  easy  under 
it,  having  been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  two  evils,  the 
least  of  which  I  was  obliged  to  choose,  as  a  man  leaps  into 
the  sea,  in  order  to  escape  from  a  ship  that  is  on  fire. 

Though  I  rejected  their  love,  I  did  not  refuse  their  com¬ 
pany  and  conversation  ;  and  though  my  health  was  consi¬ 
derably  impaired  by  the  shock  I  received  in  my  last  adven  - 
ture,  which  was  considerably  greater  than  I  at  first  imagin¬ 
ed,  and  affected  my  companion  so  much,  that  she  did  not 
recover  her  spirits  till  she  returned  to  England :  I  say, 
though  I  was  for  some  time  a  valetudinarian,  I  enjoyed  my¬ 
self  in  great  tranquillity  for  the  space  often  months,  during 
which  I  was  visited  by  English,  Scotch,  and  French,  of  all 
parties  and  persuasions  ;  for  pleasure  is  of  no  faction,  and 
that  was  the  chief  object  of  my  pursuit ;  neither  was  I  so 
ambitious  of  being  a  politician,  as  to  employ  my  time  and 
thoughts  upon  subjects  which  I  did  not  understand — 1  had 
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admirers  of  all  sides,  and  should  have  spent  ray  time  very- 
much  to  my  liking,  had  no  I  felt  my  funds  sensibly  dimi¬ 
nish,  without  any  prospect  of  their  being  repaired ;  for  I 
had  been  obliged  to  lay  out  a  great  part  of  the  sum  allotted 
for  my  subsistence,  in  supplying  ray  companion,  my  serv¬ 
ant,  and  myself,  with  necessaries,  in  lieu  of  those  which  we 
had  lost. 

Having  before  mine  eyes  the  uncomfortable  prospect  of 
wanting  money  in  a  strange  place,  I  found  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  returning  to  England,  where  I  had  more  re¬ 
sources  than  I  could  possibly  have  among  foreigners  ;  and 

with  that  view  wrote  to  Lord - ’s  agent,  desiring  that  I 

might  be  enabled  to  discharge  my  obligations  at  Paris,  by 
the  payment  of  my  pin-money.  Thus  a  negociation  com¬ 
menced,  and  his  lordship  promised  to  remit  money  for  the 
clearance  of  my  Paris  debts,  which  amounted  to  four  hund¬ 
red  pounds  :  but  he  would  not  advance  one  farthing  more, 
though  I  gave  him  to  understand,  that,  while  he  protracted 
the  agreement,  I  must  inevitably  be  adding  to  my  incum¬ 
brances,  and  that  I  should  be  as  effectually  detained  by  a 
debt  of  twenty  pounds,  as  if  I  owed  a  thousand.  Notwith¬ 
standing  all  my  representations  he  would  not  part  with  one 
shilling  over  the  neat  sum  which  I  had  at  first  stipulated  ; 
so  that  all  my  measures  were  rendered  abortive,  and  I  found 
it  altogether  impracticable  to  execute  those  resolutions  I  had 
formed  in  his  favour. 

Thus  did  he,  for  a  mere  trifle,  embarrass  the  woman  for 
whom  he  professes  the  most  unlimited  love,  and  whose 
principles  he  pretends  to  hold  in  the  utmost  veneration. 
Indeed  his  confidence  in  my  integrity  is  not  without  found¬ 
ation  ;  for  many  wives,  with  one  half  of  my  provocation, 
would  have  ruined  him  to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  whereas, 
notwithstanding  all  the  extraordinary  expences  to  which  X 
have  been  exposed  by  his  continual  persecution,  he  never 
paid  a  shilling  on  my  account  except  one  thousand  pounds, 
exclusive  of  the  small  allowance  which  was  my  due.  In  a 
word,  so  much  time  elapsed  before  my  lord  could  prevail 
upon  himself  to  advance  the  bare  four  hundred,  that  I  Ava$ 
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involved  in  fresh  difficulties,  from  which  I  found  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  extricate  myself:  and  though  I  had  occasion  to 
write  a  letter  to  my  benefactor  Lord - ,  in  which  I  ex¬ 

pressed  my  acknowledgement  for  past  favours,  I  could  not 
venture  to  solicit  more,  even  when  I  was  encouraged  by  a 
very  obliging  answer,  wherein  he  declared,  that  the  good 
qualities  of  my  mind  and  heart  would  bind  him  to  me  in 
friendship  for  ever. 

While  I  ruminated  on  my  uncomfortable  situation,  w  hich 
would  neither  permit  me  to  return  to  England,  nor  to  stay 
much  longer  where  I  was,  a  young  Englishman  of  immense 
fortune  took  Paris  in  his  way  from  Italy,  accompanied 
by  a  most  agreeable  Scotchman  of  very  good  sense  and  great 
vivacity.  It  was  my  good  or  ill  fortune  to  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  these  gentlemen,  who  having  seen  me  at  the  opera, 
expressed  a  desire  of  being  known  to  me,  and  according¬ 
ly  favoured  me  with  a  visit  one  afternoon,  w  hen  the  brisk 
North  Briton  engrossed  the  whole  conversation,  while  the 
other  seemed  fearful  and  diffident  even  to  a  degree  of  bash¬ 
fulness,  through  which,  however,  I  could  discern  a  delicate 
sensibility  and  uncommon  understanding.  There  was  in 
his  person  (which  was  very  agreeable),  as  well  as  in  his  be¬ 
haviour,  a  certain  naivete  that  was  very  pleasing  ;  and  at 
this  first  interview,  we  relished  each  other’s  company  so  well, 
that  a  sort  of  intimacy  immediately  commenced,  and  was 
carried  on  in  a  succession  of  parties  of  pleasure,  in  the 
course  of  which  I  found  him  fraught  with  all  the  tenderness 
and  sentiment  that  render  the  heart  susceptible  of  the  most 
refined  love  ;  a  disposition  that  immediately  made  me  par¬ 
tial  to  him,  while  it  subjected  his  own  heart  to  all  the  vio¬ 
lent  impressions  of  a  passion,  which  I  little  imagined  our 
correspondence  would  have  produced. 

Nevertheless,  I  was  far  from  being  displeased  with  my 
conquest,  because  his  person  and  qualifications,  as  well"  as 
his  manner  of  address,  were  very  much  to  my  liking,  and 
recommended  him  in  a  particular  manner  to  my  affection. 
Indeed  he  made  a  greater  progress  in  my  heart  than  I  my¬ 
self  suspected ;  for  there  was  something  congenial  in  our 
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souls,  which,  from  our  first  meeting,  I  believe  had  attracted 
us  (unknown  to  ourselves)  under  the  notions  of  friendship 
and  regard,  and  now  disclosed  itself  in  the  most  passionate 
love. 

I  listened  to  his  addresses,  and  we  were  truly  happy.  His 
attachment  was  the  quintessence  of  tenderness  and  sincerity, 
while  his  generosity  knew  no  bounds.  Not  contented  with 
having  paid  twelve  hundred  pounds  on  my  account,  in  the 
the  space  of  one  fortnight,  he  would  have  loaded  me  witli 
present  after  present,  had  I  not  absolutely  refused  to  accept 
such  expensive  marks  of  his  munificence.  I  was  even  mor¬ 
tified  at  those  instances  of  his  liberality,  which  my  situation 
compelled  me  to  receive,  lest,  being  but  little  acquainted 
with  my  disposition,  he  should  suspect  me  of  being  interest¬ 
ed  in  my  love,  and  judge  my  conduct  by  the  malicious  re¬ 
ports  of  common  fame,  which  (he  afterwards  owned)  had  at 
first  obtained  such  credit  with  him,  that  he  believed  our  mu¬ 
tual  attachment  would  not  be  of  long  duration.  But,  in 
this  particular,  he  was  soon  undeceived :  his  heart,  though 
naturally  adapted  for  the  melting  passion,  had  hitherto 
escaped  untouched  by  all  the  ladies  of  Italy  and  France  ; 
and  therefore  the  first  impressions  were  the  more  deeply  fix¬ 
ed.  As  he  was  unpractised  in  the  ways  of  common  gallant¬ 
ry  and  deceit,  the  striking  simplicity  in  his  character  was 
the  more  likely  to  engage  the  heart  of  one  who  knew  the 
perfidy  of  the  world,  and  despised  all  the  farce  and  bom¬ 
bast  of  fashionable  profession,  which  I  had  always  consider* 
ed  as  the  phrase  of  vanity  and  ostentation,  rather  than  the 
genuine  language  of  love.  Besides,  gratitude  had  a  con¬ 
siderable  share  in  augmenting  my  affection,  which  mani¬ 
fested  itself  in  such  a  warm,  cordial,  artless  manner,  as  in¬ 
creased  his  esteem,  and  rivetted  his  attachment ;  for  he  could 
easily  perceive,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  my  conduct,  that 
my  breast  was  an  utter  stranger  to  craft  and  dissimulation ; 
yet  I  was  at  first  fearful  of  contracting  any  engagement  with 
him,  because,  being  younger  than  me,  he  might  be  more 
apt  to  change,  and  the  world  might  be  malicious  enough 
to  suppose  I  had  practised  upon  his  inexperience;  but  con- 
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scious  of  my  own  integrity,  I  set  slander  at  defiance,  trust¬ 
ing  to  my  own  behaviour,  and  his  natural  probity,  for  the 
continuance  of  his  love.  Though  we  did  not  live  together 
in  the  same  house,  the  greatest  part  of  our  time  was  spent 
in  each  other’s  company ; — we  dined  and  supped  at  the  same 
table,  frequented  public  places,  went  upon  parties  to  the 
country,  and  never  parted,  but  for  a  few  hours  in  the  night, 
which  we  passed  in  the  utmost  impatience  to  meet  again. 

In  this  agreeable  manner  did  the  days  roll  on,  when  my 
felicity  was  interrupted  by  a  fit  of  jealousy  with  which  1 
happened  to  be  seized.  I  had  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  a  young  married  lady,  who,  though  her  personal  at¬ 
tractions  were  but  slender,  was,  upon  the  whole,  an  agree¬ 
able,  cheerful,  good-natured  companion,  with  a  little  dash 
of  the  coquette  in  her  composition.  This  woman  being  in 
very  indigent  circumstances,  occasioned  by  some  losses  her 
husband  had  sustained,  no  sooner  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  conversing  with  my  lover,  than  she  formed  the 
design  of  making  a  conquest  of  him.  I  should  have  for¬ 
given  her  for  this  scheme,  whatever  pangs  it  might  have 
cost  me,  had  I  believed  it  the  effect  of  real  passion  ;  but  I 
knew  her  too  well  to  suppose  her  heart  was  susceptible  of 
love,  and  accordingly  resented  it.  In  the  execution  of  her 
plan,  she  neglected  nothing  which  she  thought  capable  of 
engaging  his  attention.  She  took  all  opportunities  of  sitt  ing 
near  him  at  table,  ogled  him  in  the  most  palpable  manner, 
directed  her  whole  discourse  to  him,  trod  upon  his  toes ; 
nay,  1  believe,  squeezed  his  hand.  My  blood  boiled  at  her, 
though  my  pride,  for  some  time,  enabled  me  to  conceal  ray 
uneasiness  ;  till  at  length  her  behaviour  became  so  arrogant 
and  gross,  that  I  could  no  longer  suppress  my  indignation, 
and  one  day  told  my  lover,  that  I  would  immediately  re¬ 
nounce  his  correspondence. 

He  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this  unexpected  declaration  ; 
and,  when  he  understood  the  cause  of  it,  assured  me,  that, 
for  the  future,  he  would  never  exchange  one  word  with  her. 
Satisfied  with  this  mark  of  his  sincerity  and  regard,  I  re¬ 
leased  him  from  his  promise,  which  he  could  not  possibly 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


121 


keep,  while  she  and  I  lived  upon  any  terms  ;  and  we  con¬ 
tinued  to  visit  each  other  as  usual,  though  she  still  persisted 
in  her  endeavours  to  rival  me  in  his  affection,  and  contract¬ 
ed  an  intimacy  with  his  companion,  who  seemed  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  passion  for  her,  that  she  might  have  the  more  frequent 
opportunities  of  being  among  us  ;  for  she  had  no  objection 
against  favouring  the  addresses  of  both.  One  evening,  1 
remember,  we  set  out  in  my  coach  for  the  opera  ;  and,  in 
the  way,  this  inamorata  was  so  busy  with  her  feet,  that  I 
was  incensed  at  her  behaviour ;  and,  when  we  arrived  at 
the  place,  refused  to  alight ;  but,  setting  them  down,  de¬ 
clared  my  intention  of  returning  home  immediately.  She 
was  so  much  pleased  with  this  intimation,  that  she  could 
not  conceal  the  joy  she  felt  at  the  thoughts  of  conversing 
with  him,  uninterrupted  by  my  presence  ;  an  opportunity 
with  which  1  had  never  favoured  her  before.  This  open 
exultation  increased  my  anger  and  anxiety.  1  went  home  ; 
but,  being  still  tortured  with  the  reflection  of  having  left 
them  together,  adjusted  myself  in  the  glass,  though  I  was 
too  angry  to  take  notice  of  my  own  figure,  and  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  returned  to  the  opera. 

Having  inquired  for  the  box  in  which  they  sat,  I  took 
possession  of  one  that  fronted  them,  and  reconnoitring  them, 
without  being  perceived,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him 
removed  to  as  great  a  distance  from  her  as  the  place  would 
permit,  and  his  head  turned  another  way.  Composed  by 
this  examination,  I  joined  them,  without  further  scruple, 
when  my  young  gentleman  expressed  great  joy  at  my  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  told  me  he  was  determined  to  have  left  the 
entertainment,  and  come  in  quest  of  me,  had  I  not  returned 
at  that  instant. 

In  our  way  homewards,  my  rival  repeated  her  usual  hints, 
and  with  her  large  hoop  almost  overshadowed  my  lover 
from  my  view  ;  upon  which  my  jealousy  and  wrath  recurr¬ 
ed  with  such  violence,  that  I  pulled  the  string  as  a  signal 
for  the  coachman  to  stop,  with  a  view  of  getting  out,  and 
going  home  a-foot ;  a  step  which  would  have  afforded  a  new 
spectacle  to  the  people  of  Paris.  But  I  reflected  in  a  mo- 
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ment  upon  the  folly  of  such  a  resolution,  and  soon  recol¬ 
lected  myself,  by  calling  my  pride  to  my  assistance.  I  de¬ 
termined,  however,  that  she  should  act  no  more  scenes  of 
this  kind  in  my  presence,  and  that  same  night  insisted  upon 
my  lover’s  dropping  all  intercourse  and  connection  with  this 
tormentor.  He  very  cheerfully  complied  with  my  desire, 
and  was  even  glad  of  an  occasion  to  break  off  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  a  person  about  whom  I  had  plagued  him  so  much. 

Thus  was  I  freed  from  the  persecution  of  one  of  those 
■creatures,  who,  though  of  little  consequence  in  themselves, 
are  yet  the  pests  of  society,  and  find  means  to  destroy  that 
harmony  which  reigns  between  two  lovers,  by  the  intrusion 
of  a  loose  appetite,  void  of  all  sensibility  and  discretion ; 
having  no  feeling  themselves,  they  cannot  sympathize  with 
that  of  other  people,  and  do  mischief  out  of  mere  wanton¬ 
ness. 

My  lover  being  obliged  to  go  to  England,  had  settled  me 
in  a  genteel  house  in  Paris,  with  a  view  of  returning  when 
his  affairs  should  be  adjusted  ;  but,  when  the  time  of  his 
departure  approached,  he  began  to  be  uneasy  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  separation,  and,  in  order  to  alleviate  his  anxiety, 
desired  me  to  accompany  him  to  Calais,  where  we  staid  to¬ 
gether  three  or  four  days,  during  which  the  dread  of  part¬ 
ing  became  more  and  more  intense ;  so  that  we  determined 
upon  my  following  him  into  England  by  the  first  opportu¬ 
nity,  where  I  should  live  altogether  incog,  that  I  might  be 
concealed  from  the  inquiries  and  attempts  of  my  lord.  Even 
after  this  resolution  was  fixed,  we  parted  wifli  all  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  lovers  who  despair  of  ever  meeting  again ;  and  the 
wind  blowing  very  high  after  he  had  embarked,  increased 
my  fears.  But,  by  the  return  of  the  packet-boat,  I  was 
blessed  with  the  report  of  his  being  safe  arrived  in  England, 
and  had  the  satisfaction  of  perusing  his  letters  by  every 
post. 

My  admirer  being  thus  detached  from  me,  my  thoughts 
were  entirely  employed  in  concerting  some  private  method 
of  conveying  myself  to  him.  As  I  would  not  trust  myself 
in  the  common  packet,  for  fear  of  being  discovered,  after 
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having  revolved  divers  schemes,  I  determined  to  transport 
myself  in  one  of  the  Dutch  fishing-boats,  though  I  knew 
the  passage  would  be  hazardous  ;  but,  in  a  case  of  such  in¬ 
teresting  concern,  I  overlooked  all  danger  and  inconvenience. 
Befoe  I  put  this  resolution  in  practice,  I  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  hear  of  a  small  English  vessel  that  arrived  at  Ca¬ 
lais  with  a  prisoner  of  war,  in  which  I  embarked,  with  my 
companion,  and  another  lady,  who  lived  with  me  for  some 
time  afterwards  ;  and,  when  we  came  on  board,  discovered 
that  the  ship  was  no  other  than  a  light  collier,  and  that  her 
whole  company  amounted  to  no  more  than  three  men.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  though  the  sea  was  so  rough,  and  the  weather  so 
unpromising,  that  no  other  boat  would  venture  to  put  to  sea, 
we  set  sail,  and  between  two  storms,  in  about  three  hours  ar¬ 
rived  in  safety  in  Dover. 

From  hence  my  first  companion  went  to  her  friends  in 
the  stage-coach,  while  the  other  lady  and  I  hired  an  open 
post-chaise  (though  it  snowed  very  hard),  and  without  any 
accident  performed  our  journey  to  London,  where  I  met 
with  my  lover,  who  flew  to  my  arms  in  all  the  transports 
of  impatient  joy  ;  and,  doubtless,  I  deserved  his  alfection, 
for  the  hardships,  perils,  and  difficulties,  I  had  undergone 
to  be  with  him  ;  for  I  never  scrupled  to  undertake  anything 
practicable,  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of  what 
I  professed. 

In  consequence  of  our  plan,  I  assumed  a  fictitious  name, 
and  never  appeared  in  public,  being  fully  satisfied  and 
happy  in  the  company  and  conversation  of  the  man  I  loved ; 
and,  when  he  went  into  the  country,  contented  myself  with 
his  correspondence,  which  he  punctually  maintained,  in  a 
series  of  letters,  equally  sensible,  sincere,  and  afFectionate. 

Upon  his  return  to  town  for  the  remainder  of  the  season, 
he  devoted  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  to  our  mutual  en¬ 
joyment  ;  left  me  with  reluctunce,  when  he  was  called  away 
by  indispensable  business,  and  the  civility  which  was  due 
to  his  acquaintance,  and  very  seldom  went  to  any  place  of 
public  entertainment,  because  I  could  not  accompany  and 
share  with  him  in  the  diversion  ;  nay,  so  much  did  I  en- 
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gross  his  attention,  that  one  evening,  after  he  had  been 
teased  into  an  agreement  of  meeting  some  friends  at  a  play, 
he  went  thither  precisely  at  the  appointed  hour,  and,  as  they 
did  not  arrive  punctually  at  the  very  minute,  he  returned 
to  me  immediately,  as  much  rejoiced  at  his  escape  as  if  lie 
had  met  with  some  signal  deliverance.  Nor  was  his  con¬ 
stancy  inferior  to  the  ardour  of  his  love  :  we  went  once  to¬ 
gether  to  a  ball  in  the  Haymarket,  where,  in  the  midst  of  a 
thousand  fine  women,  whose  charms  were  enhanced  by  the 
peculiarity  of  the  dresses  they  wore,  he  remained  unshaken, 
unseduced,  preserving  his  attachment  for  me  in  spite  of  all 
temptation. 

In  the  summer  he  provided  me  with  a  house  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  his  own  ;  but  the  accommodations  being  bad, 
and  that  country  affording  no  other  place  fit  for  my  resi¬ 
dence,  he  brought  me  home  to  his  own  scat,  and  by  that 
step  raised  an  universal  clamour,  though  I  saw  no  company, 
and  led  such  a  solitary'  life,  that  nothing  but  excessive  love 
could  have  supported  my  spirits  :  not  but  that  he  gave  me 
as  much  of  his  time  as  he  could  possibly  spare  from  the  ne¬ 
cessary  duties  of  paying  and  receiving  visits,  together  with 
the  avocations  of  hunting,  and  other  country  amusements, 
which  I  could  not  partake.  Formerly,  indeed,  I  used  to 
hunt  and  shoot,  but  I  had  left  off' both  ;  so  that  I  was  now 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  reading  and  walking  by  my¬ 
self;  but  love  made  up  for  all  deficiencies  to  me,  who  think 
nothing  else  worth  the  living  for  !  Had  I  been  blessed  with 
a  partner  for  life,  who  could  have  loved  sincerely,  and  in¬ 
spired  me  with  a  mutual  flame,  I  would  have  asked  no  more 
of  fate.  Interest  and  ambition  have  no  share  in  my  com¬ 
position  ;  love,  which  is  pleasure,  or  pleasure,  which  is 
love,  makes  up  the  whole.  A  heart  so  disposed  cannot  be 
devoid  of  other  good  qualities ;  it  must  be  subject  to  the 
impressions  of  humanity  and  benevolence,  and  an  enemy  to 
nothing  but  itself.  This  you  will  give  me  leave  to  affirm, 
in  justice  to  myself,  as  I  have  frankly  owned  my  failings 
and  misconduct. 

r  Towards  the  end  of  summer,  my  heart  was  a  little  alarm- 
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ed  by  a  report  that  prevailed,  of  my  lover’s  being  actually 
engaged  in  a  treaty  of  marriage;  however,  I  gave  little 
redit  to  this  rumour,  till  1  was  obliged  to  goto  town  about 
business,  and  there  I  heard  the  same  information  confidently 
affirmed.  Though  I  still  considered  it  as  a  vague  surmise, 
1  wrote  to  him  an  account  of  what  I  had  heard  ;  and,  in 
his  answer,  which  is  still  in  my  possession,  he  assured  me, 
with  repeated  vows  and  protestations,  that  the  report  was  al¬ 
together  false.  Satisfied  with  this  declaration,  I  returned  to 
his  house;  and,  though  the  tale  was  incessantly  thundered 
in  my  ears,  still  believed  it  void  of  all  foundation,  till  my 
suspicion  was  awaked  by  a  very  inconsiderable  circum¬ 
stance. 

One  day,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  I  perceived  he  had 
a  very  fine  pair  of  Dresden  ruffles  on  his  shirt,  which  I  could 
not  suppose  he  would  wear  at  such  a  rustic  exercise ;  and 
therefore  my  fears  immediately  took  the  alarm.  When  I 
questioned  him  about  this  particular  of  his  dress,  his  colour 
changed  ;  and  though  he  attempted  to  elude  my  suspicion, 
by  imputing  it  to  a  mistake  of  his  servant,  I  could  not  rest 
satisfied  with  this  account  of  the  matter,  but  inquired  into 
the  truth  with  such  eagerness  and  penetration,  that  he  could 
not  deny  he  had  .been  to  make  a  visit.  By  degrees,  I  even 
extorted  from  1dm  a  confession,  that  he  had  engaged  himself 
farther  than  he  ought  to  have  proceeded,  without  making 
me  acquainted  with  his  design,  though  he  endeavoured  to 
excuse  his  conduct,  and  pacify  my  displeasure,  by  saying, 
that  the  affair  would  not  be  brought  to  bear  for  a  great 
while,  and  perhaps  might  never  come  to  a  determination ; 
but  he  was  in  great  confusion,  and  indeed  hardly  knew  what 
he  said. 

1  would  have  quitted  his  house  that  moment,  had  not  he 
beforehand  obtained  a  promise  that  I  would  take  no  rash  re¬ 
solution  of  that  kind,  and  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  pro¬ 
cure  any  method  of  conveyance  by  which  I  could  make  my 
retreat.  I  gave  no  vent  to  reproaches,  but  only  upbraided 
him  witli  his  having  permitted  me  to  return  in  ignorance  to 
the  country,  after  I  was  once  fairly  gone;  upon  which  ho 
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swore  that  he  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  parting  with 
me.  This  declaration  was  a  mystery  at  that  time,  but  I 
have  been  since  so  fully  satisfied  of  his  reasons  for  his  con¬ 
duct,  that  I  heartily  acquit  him  of  all  injustice  to  me :  and 
indeed  it  is  my  sincere  opinion,  that,  if  ever  young  man  de¬ 
served  to  be  happy,  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  that  privi¬ 
lege  ;  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  judge,  has  an  heart  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  the  most  refined  enjoyment. 

The  violence  of  the  grief  and  consternation  which  I  suf¬ 
fered  from  this  stroke  having  a  little  subsided,  I  deliberated 
with  myself  about  the  measures  I  should  take,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  his  house  some  day  when  he  should  be 
abroad.  I  was  encouraged  in  this  resolution  by  the  advice 
of  our  Scotch  friend,  who  came  about  this  time  from  Lon-  ' 
don,  on  a  visit  to  his  fellow-traveller :  we  thought  such  an 
abrupt  departure  would  be  less  shocking  than  to  stay  and 
take  a  formal  leave  of  my  lover,  whose  heart  was  of  such  a 
delicate  frame,  that,  after  I  told  him  I  should  one  day  with¬ 
draw  myself  in  his  absence,  he  never  came  home  from  the 
chase,  or  any  other  avocation,  without  trembling  with  ap¬ 
prehension  that  I  had  escaped. 

After  he  had  been  sometime  accustomed  to  these  fears  by 
my  previous  intimation,  I  at  length  decamped  in  good  ear¬ 
nest,  though  my  heart  ached  upon  the  occasion,  because  I 
left  him  loving  and  beloved  ;  for  his  affection  was  evident, 
notwithstanding  the  step  he  had  taken  by  the  advice  and  im¬ 
portunity  of  all  his  relations,  who  laid  a  disagreeable  restraint 
upon  his  inclinations,  while  they  consulted  his  interest  in 
every  other  particular. 

While  I  halted  in  the  next  great  town,  until  I  could  be- 
supplied  with  fresh  horses,  I  was  visited  by  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  formerly  intimate  with  my  lover;  but  a 
breach  had  happened  in  their  friendship,  and  he  now  came 
to  complain  of  the  treatment  he  had  received.  Perceiving 
that  I  was  not  in  a  humour  to  listen  to  his  story,  he  shifted 
the  conversation  to  my  own,  and  observed,  that  I  had  been 
extremely  ill  used.  I  told  him  that  I  was  of  a  different 
opinion  ;  that  it  was  not  only  just,  but  expedient,  that  a 
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young  man  of  Mr. - ’s  fortune  should  think  of  making 

some  alliance  to  strengthen  and  support  the  interest  of  his 
family  ;  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  accuse  him  of  but  his  let¬ 
ting  me  remain  so  long  in  ignorance  of  his  intention.  He 
then  gave  me  to  understand,  that  I  was  still  ignorant  of  a 
great  part  of  the  ill  usage  I  had  received  ;  affirming,  that, 
while  I  lived  in  his  house,  he  had  amused  himself  with  all 
the  common  women  in  that  town,  to  some  of  whom  this 
gentleman  had  personally  introduced  him. 

At  first,  I  could  not  believe  this  imputation  ;  but  he  sup¬ 
ported  his  assertions  with  so  many  convincing  circumstances, 
that  I  could  no.  longer  doubt  the  truth  of  them  ;  and  I  felt 
so  much  resentment,  that  my  love  vanished  immediately  in¬ 
to  air.  Instead  of  proceeding  in  my  journey  to  London,  I 
went  back  a  considerable  way,  and  sent  a  message  desiring 
to  see  him  in  a  little  house,  about  midway  between  his  own 
habitation  and  the  town  from  whence  I  came.  He  obeyed 
my  summons,  and  appeared  at  the  place  appointed,  where 
I  reproached  him  w  ith  great  bitterness.  He  pleaded  guilty 
to  the  charge,  so  far  as  acknowledging  that  he  had  corres¬ 
ponded  with  other  women  lately,  in  order  to  get  the  better 
of  his  aflection  for  me,  but  the  experiment  had  failed,  and 
lie  found  that  he  should  be  for  ever  miserable. 

I  did  not  look  upon  this  candid  confession  as  a  sufficient 
atonement  for  his  past  dissimulation,  and,  in  the  sharpness 
of  my  revenge,  demanded  a  settlement,  which  he  perempto¬ 
rily  refused  ;  so  that,  for  the  present,  we  held  each  other  in 
the  utmost  contempt.  Indeed,  I  afterwards  despised  my- 
self  for  my  condescension,  which  was  owing  to  the  advice 
of  my  companion,  supported  and  inflamed  by  the  spirit  of 
resentment.  Nevertheless,  he  begged  that  I  would  return  to 
his  house,  or  stay  all  night  where  I  was  ;  but  I  was  deaf  to 
his  entreaties,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  ironical  civility  on 
my  side,  I  took  my  leave,  and  went  away  ;  yet,  before  I  set 
out,  I  looked  back,  and  saw  him  on  horseback,  with  such 
an  air  of  simplicity  and  truth,  as  called  up  a  profoimd  sigh, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed  in  our  conversation. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  London,  I  took  lodgings  in  Leicester 
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fields,  and  answered  a  letter  which  I  had  some  months  before? 
received  from  my  lord,  telling-  him  that  I  would  go  home  to 
him,  without  stipulating  for  any  terms,  to  try  what  effect  my 
confidence  would  have  upon  his  generosity.  He  readily 
embraced  the  offer,  and  took  an  house  in  Sc.  James’s  street, 
where  I  proposed  to  comply  with  his  humour  in  every 
thing  that  was  consistent  with  my  own  peace  and  tranquil¬ 
lity. 

Meanwhile,  my  lover  passed  his  time  very  disagreeably 
in  the  country,  with  his  friend,  of  whom  (it  seems)  he  had 
conceived  some  jealousy,  which  was  increased  by  a  letter  I 
wrote  to  that  gentleman,  till  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  contents,  which  he  read  over  forty  times  ;  and  then  his 
passion  breaking  out  with  more  violence  than  ever,  he  not 
only  expressed  his  feeling,  in  an  epistle  which  I  immediately 
received,  but,  when  he  came  to  town,  suffered  such  agonies  of 

despair  as  I  had  never  seen  before,  except  in  Lord  B - . 

It  was  then  in  my  power  to  have  taken  ample  revenge  upon 
him,  as  well  as  upon  my  insolent  rival,  who  had  insisted  up¬ 
on  my  leaving  his  house  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  though 
he  absolutely  refused  to  gratify  her  malice,  for  he  was  now 
disposed  to  do  any  thing  for  my  satisfaction  :  but  I  knew 
his  worth,  and  had  too  much  regard  for  his  reputation  to 
advise  him  to  act  inconsistent  with  his  honour. 

About  this  time,  many  tender  feelings  and  sorrowful  part¬ 
ings  happened  between  us,  till  the  marriage  knot  was  tied, 
when  he  sent  me  a  bank  note  for  a  thousand  pounds,  by 
way  of  specimen  (as  he  called  it)  of  his  friendship,  and  of 
what  he  would  do  for  me,  should  I  ever  want  his  assistance. 
This  mark  of  his  generosity  I  received  in  a  most  tender  billet, 
which  I  shall  never  part  with,  together  with  his  picture  set 
in  diamonds. 

I  now  employed  my  thoughts  in  keeping  measures  with 
my  lord  ;  we  lay  in  the  same  apartment,  and  for  the  first 
four  or  five  months  I  neither  dined  nor  supped  abroad  above 
twice  ;  and  then  he  knew  where  I  was,  and  approved  of  my 
company.  But  all  this  complacency  and  circumspection 
had  no  ellect  upon  his  temper,  which  remained  as  capricious 
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and  dissatisfied  as  ever.  Nay,  to  such  a  provoking  degree 
did  this  unhappy  humour  prevail,  that  one  day,  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  his  lawyer,  he  harangued  upon  my  misconduct 
since  our  last  re-union  ;  and  very  freely  affirmed,  that  every 
step  I  had  taken  was  diametrically  opposite  to  his  will. 

Conscious  of  the  pains  I  had  been  at  to  please  him,  I  was 
so  incensed  at  these  unjust  invectives,  that,  starting  up,  1 
told  him  he  was  a  little  dirty  fellow  ;  and  would  have  left 
the  house  immediately,  had  not  his  lawyer,  and  others,  who 
were  in  the  next  room,  interposed,  and  by  dint  of  argument 
and  importunity  diverted  me  from  my  purpose.  By  the 
by,  I  have  been  informed  by  a  person  of  rank,  that  my  lord 
discovered  exactly  the  same  disposition  in  his  father’s  life¬ 
time,  and  only  changed  the  subject  of  his  complaint  from 
the  word  father  to  that  of  zcife.  Indeed  he  takes  all  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  plaguing  my  dear  parent,  as  he  has  just  sagacity 
enough  to  know,  that  this  is  the  most  effectual  way  he  can 
take  to  distress  me. 

After  repeated  trials,  I  have  given  up  all  hopes  of  making 
him  happy,  or  of  finding  myself  easy  in  my  situation  ;  and 
live  with  him  at  present  to  avoid  a  greater  inconvenience. 
Not  that  his  ill-nature  is  all  the  grievance  of  which  I  com¬ 
plain  ;  exclusive  of  the  personal  disgust  I  entertain  for  him, 
his  folly  is  of  that  species  which  disobliges  rather  than  diverts, 
and  his  vanity  and  affectation  altogether  intolerable;  for  he 
actually  believes  himself,  or  at  least  would  impose  himself 
upon  mankind,  as  a  pattern  of  gallantry  and  taste ;  and,  in 
point  of  business,  a  person  of  infinite  sagacity  and  penetra¬ 
tion.  But  the  most  ridiculous  part  of  his  character  is  his 
pretended  talent  for  politics,  in  which  he  so  deeply  concerns 
himself,  that  he  has  dismissed  many  a  good  servant,  because 
he  suspected  him  of  having  wrong  connections;  a  theme 
upon  which  he  has  often  quarrelled  with  me,  even  almost  to 
parting,  accuse  me  with  holding  correspondence  with  the 

earls  of  B - and  C - ,  and  Mr.  H - V - ,  though 

I  never  had  the  least  acquaintance  with  any  of  tliese  gentle¬ 
men,  except  the  earl  of  C - ,  to  whom  I  have  not  spoken 

for  these  ten  years  past. 
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In  short,  I  have  often  been  at  a  loss  to  know,  whether  he 
was  more  mad  or  malicious  in  those  fits  of  enthusiasm, 
wherein  he  seemed  transported  with  zeal  for  the  common¬ 
wealth,  and  tormented  me  with  his  admonitions  out  of  all 
temper  and  patience.  At  length,  however,  1  contrived  an 
expedient  which  freed  me  from  these  troublesome  expostula¬ 
tions,  and  silenced  him  effectually  on  the  score  of  politics,, 
This  was  no  other  than  an  open  avowal  of  being  connected 
with  all  those  people  whom  I  have  named.  Indeed,  I  knew 
him  too  well  to  believe  there  was  any  thing  solid  in  his  in¬ 
tention  or  professions,  even  when  he  carried  himself  so  far 

as  to  demand  a  private  audience  of  the  k - ,  in  order  to 

communicate  a  scheme  for  suppressing  the  rebellion  ;  and 

that  being  denied,  solicited  the  duke  of  D - ’s  interest,  for 

permission  to  raise  and  head  a  regiment  of  Kentish  smug¬ 
glers  :  nay,  to  such  a  pitch  did  his  loyalty  soar,  that  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  firelock  of  particular  mechanism,  calculated  for  the 
safety  of  the  bearer,  in  case  he  had  been  placed  ccntinel  at 
his  majesty’s  door,  and  kept  his  horses  ready  caparisoned, 
with  a  view  of  attending  his  sovereign  to  the  field.  Not¬ 
withstanding  all  these  pompous  preparations,  had  he  been 
put  to  the.  proof,  he  would  have  infallibly  crept  out  of  his 
engagements,  through  some  sneaking  evasion,  his  imagina¬ 
tion  being  very  fertile  in  such  saving  pretences.  Yet  he 
will  talk  sometimes  so  fervently,  and  even  sensibly,  on  the 
subject,  that  a  stranger  would  mistake  him  for  a  man  of  un¬ 
derstanding,  and  determined  zeal  for  the  good  of  his  coun¬ 
try. 

Since  my  last  return  to  his  house,  that  act  of  parliament 
passed,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  pay  his  debts,  and, 
among  the  rest,  a  thousand  pounds  of  my  contracting,  the 
only  burden  of  that  kind  I  ever  entailed  upon  him,  exclusive 
of  my  pin-money,  which  was  never  regularly  paid ;  nor 
would  he  have  been  subject  to  this,  had  he  not,  by  his  per¬ 
secution  and  pursuit,  exposed  me  to  an  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pence.  I  have  also  had  it  in  my  power  to  reward  some  of 
my  faithful  Abigails  ;  in  particular,  to  relieve  from  extreme 
distress  that  maid  to  whom  (as  I  have  already  observed) 
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Lord  B - granted  an  annuity,  which  she  had  sold  ;  so 

that  she  was  reduced  to  the  most  abject  poverty,  and  i  found 
her  in  a  dismal  hole,  with  two  infants  perishing  for  want ; 
a  spectacle  which  drew  tears  from  my  eyes,  and  indeed  could 
not  but  make  deep  impression  upon  an  heart  like  mine, 
which  the  misery  of  my  fellow-creatures  never  failed  to  melt. 

Nor  did  I  upon  this  occasion  forget  the  attachment  and 

fidelity  of  my  other  woman  Mrs.  S - ,  w  ho  hearing  I  was 

robbed  in  my  passage  through  Flanders,  had  generously 
relinquished  the  allowance  I  had  settled  upon  her  at  part¬ 
ing.  The  exercise  of  such  acts  of  humanity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  and  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  dear  and  tender  parent 
often,  in  some  measure  alleviate  the  chagrin  to  which  I  am 
subject  from  the  disagreeable  disposition  of  my  lord,  who, 
consistent  with  his  former  inconsistency,  upon  our  last  re¬ 
conciliation,  cheerfully  agreed  to  a  proposal  I  made  of  hav¬ 
ing  concerts  in  the  house,  and  even  approved  of  the  scheme 
with  marks  of  particular  satisfaction  :  but  before  one  half 
of  the  winter  was  expired,  lie  found  means  to  banish  all  the 

company,  beginning  with  Lord  R - B - ,  who,  as  he 

walked  up  stairs  one  evening,  was  stopped  by  a  footman, 
who  plainly  told  him  he  had  orders  to  say  to  him  in  parti¬ 
cular,  that  his  lordship  was  not  at  home  ;  yet  the  very  next 
day,  perceiving  that  nobleman  and  me  walking  together  in 
the  park,  he  joined  us  with  an  air  of  alacrity,  as  if  no  such 

thing  had  happened,  and  even  behaved  to  Lord  R - with 

the  most  fawning  complaisance.  His  deportment  was  equal¬ 
ly  absurd  and  impertinent  to  the  rest  of  his  friends,  who  for¬ 
sook  us  gradually,  being  tired  of  maintaining  any  friendly 
communication  with  such  a  disagreeable  composition  of  ig¬ 
norance  and  arrogance.  For  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  him 
as  utterly  incorrigible ;  and,  as  fate  hath  subjected  me  to 
his  power,  endeavour  to  make  the  bitter-  draught  go  down, 
by  detaching  myself  as  much  as  possible  from  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  there  is  any  such  existence  upon  earth.  Indeed,  if  I 
had  not  fatal  experience  to  the  contrary,  I  should  be  apt  to 
believe  t  hat  such  a  character  is  not  to  be  found  among  the 
Kins  of  men  ;  because  his  conduct  is  altogether  unaccount- 
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able  by  the  known  rules  and  maxims  of  life,  and  falls  entire¬ 
ly  under  the  poet’s  observation,  when  he  says, 

’Tis  true,  no  meaning  puzzles  more  than  wit. 

Her  ladyship  having  thus  concluded  her  story,  to  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  company,  and  the  admiration  of  Pere¬ 
grine,  who  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  variety  of  ad¬ 
ventures  she  had  undergone,  which  was  such  as  he  thought 
surficicnt  to  destroy  the  most  hardy  and  robust  constitution, 
and  therefore  infinitely  more  than  enough  to  overwhelm  one 
of  her  delicate  frame  ;  one  of  the  gentlemen  present  roundly, 
taxed  her  with  want  of  candour,  in  suppressing  some  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  her  life,  which  he  thought  essential  in  the 
consideration  of  her  character. 

She  reddened  at  this  peremptory  charge,  which  had  an 
evident  effect  upon  the  countenances  of  the  whole  audience) 
when  the  accuser  proceeded  to  explain  his  imputation,  by 
observing,  that,  in  the  course  of  her  narration,  she  had  omit¬ 
ted  to  mention  a  thousand  acts  of  uncommon  charity,  of 
which  he  himself  knew  her  to  be  guilty  ;  and  that  she  had 
concealed  a  great  many  advantageous  proposals  of  marriage, 
which  she  might  have  accepted  before  she  was  engaged. 

The  company  were  agreeably  undeceived  by  this  expla¬ 
nation  ;  which  her  ladyship  acknow  ledged  in  very  polite 
terms,  as  a  compliment  equally  genteel  and  unexpected  : 
and  our  hero,  after  having  testified  the  sense  he  had  of  her 
complaisance  and  condescension,  in  regaling  him  with  a  mark 
of  her  confidence  and  esteem,  took  his  leave,  and  went  home 
in  a  state  of  confusion  and  perplexity ;  for,  from  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  tale  he  had  heard,  he  plainly  perceived,  that 
her  ladyship’s  heart  was  too  delicate  to  receive  such  incense, 
as  he,  in  the  capacity  of  an  admirer,  could  at  present  pay ; 
because,  though  he  had  in  some  measure  abridged  the  em¬ 
pire  of  Em  ilia  in  his  own  breast,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
restrain  it  so  effectually,  but  that  it  would  interfere  with  any 
other  sovereign  whom  his  thoughts  should  adopt ;  and,  un¬ 
less  Lady - could  engross  his  whole  love,  time,  and  at¬ 

tention,  he  foresaw  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to. 
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support  the  passion  which  he  might  have  the  good  fortune 
to  inspire.  He  was,  moreover,  deterred  from  declaring  his 
love,  by  the  fate  of  her  former  admirers,  who  seemed  to  have 
been  wound  up  to  a  degree  of  enthusiasm,  that  looked  more 
like  the  effect  of  enchantment,  than  the  inspiration  of  human 
attractions ;  an  ecstacy  of  passion  which  he  durst  not  venture 
to  undergo.  He  therefore  resolved  to  combat  with  the  im¬ 
pressions  he  had  already  received,  and,  if  possible,  culti¬ 
vate  her  friendship  without  soliciting  her  affection  :  but,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  fix  upon  this  determination,  he  desired  to  know 
the  footing  on  which  he  stood  in  her  opinion  ;  and,  by  the 
intelligence  of  Crabtree,  obtained,  in  the  usual  manner,  un¬ 
derstood  that  her  sentiments  of  him  were  very  favourable, 
though  without  the  least  tincture  of  love.  He  w  ould  have 
been  transported  with  joy,  had  her  thoughts  of  him  been  of 
a  more  tender  texture ;  though  his  reason  was  better  pleased 
with  the  information  he  received  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  mustered  up  the  ideas  of  his  first  passion,  aud  set  them  in 
opposition  to  those  of  this  new  aud  dangerous  attachment ; 
by  which  means  he  kept  the  balance  in  equilibrio ,  and  his 
bosom  tolerably  quiet. 


CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

He  persuades  Cadwallader  to  assume  the  character  of  a  magician,  in 
which  he  acquires  a  great  share  of  reputation,  by  his  responses  to 
three females  of  distinction,  who  severally  consult  the  researches  of 
his  art. 

His  heart  being  thus,  as  it  were,  suspended  between  two 
objects  that  lessened  the  force  of  each  other’s  attraction,  he 
took  this  opportunity  of  enjoying  some  respite,  and  for  the 
present  detached  his  sentiments  from  both,  resolving  to  in¬ 
dulge  himself  in  the  exercise  of  that  practical  satire  which 
was  so  agreeable  and  peculiar  to  his  disposition.  In  this 
laudable  determination  he  was  confirmed  by  the  repeated  sug¬ 
gestions  of  his  friend  Cadwallader,  who  taxed  him  with  let¬ 
ting  Iris  talents  rust  in  indolence,  and  stimulated  his  natural 
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vivacity  with  a  succession  of  fresh  discoveries  in  the  world 
of  scandal. 

Peregrine  was  now  seized  with  a  strange  whim,  and  when 
he  communicated  the  conceit  to  Cadwallader,  it  in  a  moment 
acquired  Iris  approbation.  This  notion  he  imparted  in  a 
proposal  to  subject  the  town  to  their  ridicule,  by  giving  re¬ 
sponses  in  flic  character  of  a  professed  conjurer,  to  be  person¬ 
ated  by  the  old  misanthrope,  whose  aspect  was  extremely  well 
calculated  for  the  purpose.  The  plan  was  immediately  ad¬ 
justed  in  all  its  parts  ;  an  apartment  hired  in  a  house  accom¬ 
modated  with  a  public  stair,  so  that  people  might  have  free 
ingress  and  egress,  w  ithout  being  exposed  to  observation  ; 
and  this  tenement  being  furnished  with  the  apparatus  of  a 
magician,  such  as  globes,  telescopes,  a  magic  lant  h  ron,  a 
skeleton,  a  dried  monkey,  together  with  the  skins  of  an  alli¬ 
gator,  otter,  and  snake,  the  conjurer  himself  took  possession 
of  his  castle,  after  having  distributed  printed  advertisements, 
containing  the  particulars  of  his  undertaking. 

These  bills  soon  operated  according  to  the  wish  of  the  pro¬ 
jectors.  As  the  price  of  the  oracle  was  fixed  at  half  a  guinea, 
the  public  naturally  concluded  that  the  author  was  no  com¬ 
mon  fortuneteller  ;  and  the  very  next  day,  Peregrine  found 
some  ladies  of  his  quality  acquaintance  infected  w  ith  the  de¬ 
sire  of  making  an  experiment  upon  the  skill  of  this  new  con¬ 
jurer,  who  pretended  to  be  just  arrived  from  the  mogul’s  em¬ 
pire,  where  he  had  learned  the  art  from  a  braclnnan  philo¬ 
sopher.  Our  young  gentleman  affected  to  talk  of  the  pre¬ 
tensions  of  this  sage  with  ridicule  and  contempt,  and  with 
seeming  reluctance  undertook  to  attend  them  to  his  apart¬ 
ment,  observing  that  it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  de¬ 
tect  the  fellow’s  ignorance,  and  no  more  than  common  justice 
to  chastise  him  for  his  presumption.  Though  hccould  easily 
perceive  a  great  fund  of  credulity  in  the  company,  they  af- 
fectedtocspousehis  opinion,  and,  under  the  notion  of  a  frolic, 
agreed  that  one  particular  lady  should  endeavour  to  bafilehis 
art,  by  appearing  before  him  in  the  dress  of  her  woman,  who 
should  at  the  same  time  personate  her  mistress,  and  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  such  by  our  adventurer,  who  promised  to  squire  them 


PEUEGIIINE  PICKLE. 


135 


to  the  place.  These  measures  being  concerted,  anil  the  ap¬ 
pointment  fixed  for  the  next  audience  day,  Peregrine  fur¬ 
nished  his  friend  with  the  necessary  information  ;  and  when 
the  hour  of  assignation  arrived,  conducted  his  charge  to  this 
oraculous  seer. 

They  were  admitted  by  our  hero’s  valet  de  chambre,  whose 
visage,  being  naturally  meagre  and  swarthy,  was  adorned 
with  artificial  whiskers  ;  so  that  lie  became  the  Persian  dress 
which  he  wore,  and  seemed  a  very  proper  master  of  the  ce- 
remenies  to  an  oriental  necromancer.  Having  crossed  his 
arms  upon  his  breasts,  with  an  inclination  of  the  head,  he 
stalked  in  solemn  silence  before  them  into  the  penetralia  of 
the  temple,  where  they  found  the  conjurer  sitting  at  a  table, 
provided  with  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  divers  books,  and  ma¬ 
thematical  instruments,  and  a  long  white  wand  lying  across 
the  whole.  He  was  habited  in  a  black  gown  and  fur  cap  : 
his  countenance,  over  and  above  a  double  proportion  of  phi¬ 
losophic  gravity,  which  he  had  assumed  for  the  occasion, 
was  improved  by  a  thick  beard,  white  as  snow,  that  reached 
to  his  middle,  and  upon  each  shoulder  sat  a  prodigious  large 
black  cat,  which  had  been  tutored  for  the  purpose. 

Such  a  figure,  which  would  have  startled  Peregrine  him¬ 
self,  had  he  not  been  concerned  in  the  mystery,  could  not 
fail  to  make  an  impression  upon  those  whom  he  accom¬ 
panied.  The  fictitious  chambermaid,  in  spite  of  all  her  na¬ 
tural  pertness  and  vivacity,  changed  colour  when  she  entered 
the  room,  while  the  pretended  lady,  whose  intellects  were 
not  quite  so  enlightened,  began  to  tremble  in  every  joint,  and 
ejaculate  petitions  to  heaven  for  her  safety.  Their  conductor  7- 
advancing  to  thf  table,  presented  his  offering,  and,  pointing 
to  the  maid,  told  him,  that  lady  desired  to  know  what  would 
be  her  destiny  in  point  of  marriage.  The  philosopher,  with¬ 
out  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  view  the  person  in  whose  behalf  he 
was  consulted,  turned  his  ear  to  one  of  the  sable  familiars  that 
purred  upon  his  shoulder,  and,  taking  up  the  pen,  wrote 
upon  a  detached  slip  of  paper  these  words,  which  Peregrine, 
at  the  desire  of  the  ladies,  repeated  aloud. — 4  Her  destiny 
w  ill,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  upon  what  happened  to  her 
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about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  third  day  of  last 
December.  ’ 

This  sentence  was  no  sooner  pronounced,  than  the  coun¬ 
terfeit  lady  screamed,  and  ran  out  into  the  antichamber,  ex¬ 
claiming, — 4  Christ  have  mercy  upon  us !  sure  he  is  the  devil 
incarnate!’  Her  mistress,  who  followed  her  with  great  con¬ 
sternation,  insisted  upon  knowing  the  transaction  to  which 
the  response  alluded  ;  and  Mrs.  Abigail,  after  some  recollec¬ 
tion,  gave  her  to  understand  that  she  had  an  admirer,  who, 
on  that  very  hour  and  day  mentioned  by  the  cunning  man, 
had  addressed  himself  to  her  in  a  serious  proposal  of  mar¬ 
riage.  This  explanation,  however,  was  more  ingenious  than 
candid;  for  the  admirer  was  no  other  than  the  identical  Mr. 
Pickle  himself,  who  was  a  mere  dragon  among  the  chamber¬ 
maids,  and  in  his  previous  information  communicated  to  his 
associate,  had  given  an  account  of  this  assignation,  with  which 
he  had  been  favoured  by  the  damsel  in  question. 

Our  hero  seeing  his  company  very  much  affected  with  the 
circumstance  of  the  w  izard’s  art,  which  had  almost  frighten¬ 
ed  both  mistress  and  maid  into  hysteric  tits,  pretended  to 
laugh  them  out  of  their  fears,  by  observing  that  there  was 
nothing  extraordinary  in  this  instance  of  his  knowledge, 
which  might  have  been  acquired  by  some  of  those  secret 
emissaries  whom  such  impostors  are  obliged  to  employ  for 
intelligence,  or  imparted  by  the  lover  himself,  who  had,  per¬ 
haps,  come  to  consult  him  about  the  success  of  his  amour. 
Encouraged  by  this  observation,  or  rather  prompted  by  an 
insatiable  curiosity,  which  was  proof  against  all  sorts  of  ap¬ 
prehension,  the  disguised  lady  returned  to  the  magician’s 
own  apartment,  and  assuming  the  air  of  a  pert  chamber¬ 
maid, — c  Mr.  Conjurer,’  said  she,  ‘  now  you  have  satisfied  my 
mistress,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me,  if  ever  I  shall  be 
married.’  The  sage,  without  the  least  hesitation,  favoured 
her  with  an  answer,  in  thefollowing  words. — 4  You  cannot  be 
married  before  you  are  a  widow  ;  and  whether  or  not  that 
will  ever  be  the  case,  is  a  question  which  my  art  cannot  re¬ 
solve,  because  my  foreknowledge  exceeds  not  the  term  ot 
thirty  years'.’ 
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This  reply,  which  at  once  cut  her  olF  from  the  pleasing 
prospect  of  seeing  herself  independent  in  the  enjoyment  of 
youth  and  fortune,  in  a  moment  clouded  her  aspect ;  all  her 
good  humour  was  overcast,  and  she  went  away,  without  fur¬ 
ther  inquiry,  muttering,  in  the  rancour  of  her  chagrin,  that 
he  was  a  silly  impertinent  fellow,  and  a  mere  quack  in  his 
profession.  Notwithstanding  the  prejudice  of  this  resent* 
ment,  her  conviction  soon  recurred ;  and  when  the  report  of 
his  answers  was  made  to  those  confederates  by  whom  she  had 
been  deputed  to  make  trial  of  his  skill,  they  were  universally 
persuaded  that  his  art  was  altogether  supernatural,  though 
each  affected  to  treat  it  with  contempt,  resolving  in  her  own 
breast  to  have  recourse  to  him  in  private. 

In  the  meantime,  the  maid,  though  laid  under  the  most 
peremptory  injunctions  of  secrecy,  was  so  full  of  thecircum- 
stance  which  related  to  her  own  conduct,  that  she  extolled 
his  prescience,  in  whispers  to  all  acquaintances,  assuring 
them,  that  he  had  told  her  all  the  particulars  of  her  life  ;  so 
that  his  fame  was  almost  instantaneously  conveyed,  through 
a  thousand  different  channels,  to  all  parts  of  the  town ;  and 
the  very  next  time  he  assumed  the  chair,  his  doors  were  be¬ 
sieged  by  curious  people  of  all  sects  and  denominations. 

Being  an  old  practitioner  in  this  art,  Cadwalladcr  knew  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  support  his  reputation  in 
the  promiscuous  exercise  of  fortunetelling,  because  every 
person  that  should  come  to  consult  him  would  expect  a 
sample  of  his  skill  relating  to  things  past  ;  and  it  could  not 
be  supposed  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the  private  concerns 
of  every  individual  who  might  apply  to  him  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  ;  he  therefore  ordered  his  minister,  whom  he  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  name  of  Iladgi  Rourk,  to  signify  to  all  those 
who  demanded  entrance,  that  his  price  wes  half-a-guinea  ; 
and  that  all  such  as  were  not  disposed  to  grattfy  him  with 
that  consideration,  would  do  well  to  leave  the  passage  free 
for  the  rest. 

This  declaration  succeeded  to  his  wish  ;  for  this  congre¬ 
gation  consisted  chiefly  of  footmen,  chambermaids,  ’prentices, 
and  the  lower  class  of  tradesmen,  who  could  not  afford  to 


158 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


purchase  prescience  at  such  a  price ;  so  that,  after  fruitless 
otters  of  shillings  and  half  crowns,  they  dropped  off  one  by 
one,  and  left  the  field  open  for  customers  of  an  high  rank. 

The  first  person  of  this  species  who  appeared  was  dressed 
like  the  wife  of  a  substantial  tradesman  ;  but  this  disguise 
could  not  screen  her  from  the  penetration  of  the  conjurer, 
who  at  first  sight  knew  her  to  be  one  of  the  ladies  of  whose 
coming  he  had  been  apprised  by  Peregrine,  on  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  their  curiosity  was  rather  inflamed  than  allayed  by 
the  intelligence  they  had  received  from  his  first  client.  This 
lady  approached  the  philosopher  with  that  intrepidity  of 
countenance  so  conspicuous  in  matrons  of  her  dignified 
sphere,  and  in  a  soft  voice  asked,  with  a  simper,  of  what 
complexion  her  next  child  would  be  ?  The  necromancer, 
who  was  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  her  private  history, 
forthwith  delivered  his  response  in  the  following  question, 
written  in  the  usual  form. — 4  IIow  long  has  Pompey  the 
black  been  dismissed  from  your  ladyship’s  service?’ 

Endued  as  she  was  with  a  great  share  of  that  fortitude 
which  is  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  effrontery,  her 
face  exhibited  some  signs  of  shame  and  confusion  at  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  oracular  interrogation,  by  which  she  was  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  extraordinary  intelligence  ;  and  accosting  him 
in  a  very  serious  tone, — 4  doctor,’  said  she,  4  I  perceive  you 
are  a  person  of  great  abilities  in  the  art  you  profess  ;  and 
therefore,  without  pretending  to  dissemble,  I  will  own  you 
have  touched  the  true  string  of  my  apprehensions.  1  am 
persuaded  I  need  not  be  more  particular  in  my  inquiries. 
Here  is  a  purse  of  money  ;  take  it,  and  deliver  me  from  a 
most  alarming  and  uneasy  suspence.’  So  saying,  she  de¬ 
posited  her  offering  upon  the  table,  and  waited  for  his  answer, 
with  a  face  of  fearful  expectation,  while  he  was  employed 
in  writing  ti  t  is  sentence  for  her  perusal — 4  though  I  sec  into 
the  womb  of  time,  the  prospect  is  not  perfectly  distinct ;  the 
seeds  of  future  events  lie  mingled  and  confused  :  so  tliat  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  assisting  my  divination  in  some 
cases,  by  analogy  and  human  intelligence ;  and  cannot 
possibly  satisfy  your  present  doubts,  unless  you  w  ill  conde- 
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sccmi  to  make  me  privy  to  all  those  occurrences  which  you 
think  might  have  interfered  with  the  cause  of  your  appre¬ 
hension.’  V 

The  lady  having  read  the  declaration,  affected  a  small 
emotion  of  shyness  and  repugnance,  and,  seating  herself  upon, 
a  settee,  after  having  cautiously  informed  herself  of  the  pri¬ 
vacy  of  the  apartment,  gave  such  a  detail  of  the  succession 
of  her  lovers,  as  amazed,  while  it  entertained  the  necro¬ 
mancer,  as  well  as  his  friend  Pickle,  who,  from  a  closet  in 
which  he  had  concealed  himself,  overheard  every  syllable 
of  her  confession.  Cadwallader  listened  to  her  story  with  a 
look  of  infinite  importance  and  sagacity,  and,  after  a  short 
pause,  told  her,  that  he  would  not  pretend  to  give  a  cate¬ 
gorical  answer,  until  he  should  have  deliberated  maturely 
upon  the  various  circumstances  of  the  affair;  but  if  she 
would  take  the  trouble  of  honouring  him  with  another  visit 
on  his  next  public  day,  he  hoped  he  should  be  able  to  give 
her  full  satisfaction.  Conscious  of  the  importance  of  her 
doubts,  she  could  not  help  commending  his  caution,  and 
took  her  leave,  with  a  promise  of  returning  at  the  appointed 
time:  then  the  conjurer  being  joined  by  his  associate,  they 
gave  a  loose  to  their  mirth,  which  having  indulged,  they 
began  to  concert  measures  for  inflicting  some  disgraceful 
punishment  on  the  shameless  and  insatiate  termagant  who 
had  so  impudently  avowed  her  own  prostitution. 

They  were  interrupted,  however,  in  their  conference,  by 
the  arrival  of  a  new  guest,  who  being  announced  by  Hadgi, 
our  hero  retreated  to  his  lurking  place,  and  Cadwallader 
resumed  his  mysterious  appearance.  This  new  client,  though 
she  hid  her  face  in  a  mask,  could  not  conceal  herself  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  conjurer,  who  by  her  voice  recognized  her 
to  be  an  unmarried  lady  of  his  own  acquaintance.  She  had, 
within  a  small  compass  of  time,  made  herself  remarkable  for 
two  adventures,  which  had  not  at  all  succeeded  to  her  expect¬ 
ation  :  being  very  much  addicted  to  play,  she  had,  at  a. 
certain  route,  indulged  that  passion  to  such  excess,  as  not 
only  got  the  better  of  her  justice,  but  also  of  her  circumspec¬ 
tion;  so  that  she  was  unfortunately  detected  in  her  endea- 
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vours  to  appropriate  to  herself  what  was  not  lawfully  her 
due.  This  small  slip  was  attended  with  another  indiscre¬ 
tion,  which  had  likewise  an  unlucky  effect  upon  her  reputa¬ 
tion.  She  had  been  favoured  with  the  addresses  of  one  of 
those  hopeful  heirs  who  swarm  and  swagger  about  town,  un¬ 
der  the  denomination  of  bucks;  and,  in  the  confidence  of  his 
honour,  consented  to  be  one  of  a  party  that  made  an  excur¬ 
sion  as  far  as  Windsor,  thinking  herself  secured  from  scan¬ 
dal  by  the  company  of  another  young  lady,  who  had  also 
condescended  to  trust  her  person  to  the  protection  of  her  ad¬ 
mirer.  The  two  gallants,  in  the  course  of  this  expedition, 
were  said  to  use  the  most  perfidious  means  to  intoxicate  the 
passions  of  their  mistresses,  by  mixing  drugs  with  their  wine, 
which  inflamed  their  constitutions  to  such  a  degree,  that 
they  fell  an  easy  sacrifice  to  the  appetites  of  their  conduct¬ 
ors,  who,  upon  their  return  to  town,  were  so  base  and  in¬ 
human  as  to  boast  among  their  companions  of  the  exploit 
they  had  achieved.  Thus  the  story  was  circulated,  with  a 
thousand  additional  circumstances  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
sufferers,  one  of  whom  had  thought  proper  to  withdraw  into 
the  country,  until  the  scandal  raised  at  her  expence  should 
subside ;  while  the  other,  who  was  not  so  easily  put  out  of 
countenance,  resolved  to  outface  the  report,  as  a  treacherous 
aspersion,  invented  by  her  lover  as  ail  excuse  for  his  own 
inconstancy;  and  actually  appeared  in  public,  as  usual,  till 
she  found  herself  neglected  by  the  greatest  part  of  her  ac¬ 
quaintance. 

In  consequence  of  this  disgrace,  which  she  knew  not 
whether  to  impute  to  the  card  affair,  or  to  the  last  faux  pas 
she  had  committed,  she  now  came  to  consult  the  conjurer, 
and  signified  her  errand,  by  asking  whither  the  cause  of  her 
present  disquiet  was  of  the  town  or  country  !  Cadwallader 
at  once  perceiving  her  allusion,  answered  her  question  in  these 
terms. — ‘  This  honest  world  will  forgive  a  young  game¬ 
ster  for  indiscretion  at  play,  but  a  favour  granted  to  a  bab¬ 
bling  coxcomb,  is  an  unpardonable  offence.’  This  response 
she  received  with  equal  astonishment  and  chagrin ;  and,  ful- 
I3  convinced  of  the  necromancer’s  omniscience,  implored 
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liis  advice,  touching  the  retrival  of  her  reputation:  upon 
which  he  counselled  her  to  wed  with  the  first  opportunity. 
She  seemed  so  well  pleased  with  his  admonition,  that  she 
gratified  him  with  a  double  fee,  and,  dropping  a  low  curtsey, 
retired. 

Our  undertakers  now  thought  it  high  time  to  silence  the 
oracle  for  the  day,  and  Hadgi  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
exclude  all  comers,  while  Peregrine  and  his  friend  renewed 
the  deliberations  which  had  been  interrupted,  and  settled  a 
plan  of  operations  for  the  next  occasion :  meanwhile  it  was 
resolved,  that  Hadgi  should  not  only  exercise  his  own  ta¬ 
lents,  but  also  employ  inferior  agents,  in  procuring  general 
intelligence  for  the  support  of  their  scheme;  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  ministry  should  be  defrayed  from  the  profits  of 
their  professions ;  and  the  remainder  be  distributed  to  poor 
families  in  distress. 

- 1 - - 

CHAPTER  LXXXIII. 

Peregrine  and  his  friend  Cadwallader  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  the 
mystery  of  fortunetelling,  in  the  course  of  which  they  achieve  va¬ 
rious  adventures. 

_L  iiese  preliminaries  being  adjusted,  our  hero  forthwith  re¬ 
paired  to  a  card  assembly,  which  was  frequented  by  some 
of  the  most  notable  gossips  in  town,  and  having  artfully 
turned  the  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  the  fortuneteller, 
whose  talents  he  pretended  to  ridicule,  incensed  their  itch  of 
knowing  secrets  to  such  a  degree  of  impatience,  that  their 
curiosity  became  flagrant,  and  he  took  it  for  granted,  that 
all  or  some  of  them  would  visit  Albumazar  on  his  very  first 
visiting  day.  While  Peregrine  was  thus  engaged,  his  asso¬ 
ciate  made  his  appearance  in  another  convocation  of  fashion¬ 
able  people,  where  he  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the 
conjurer  brought  upon  the  carpet  by  an  elderly  gentlewo-; 
man,  remarkable  for  her  inquisitive  disposition,  who,  ad¬ 
dressing  herself  to  Cadwallader,  asked,  by  the  help  of  the 
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finger-alphabet,  if  lie  knew  any  thing  of  the  magician  that 
made  such  a  noise  in  town  ?  The  misanthrope  answered,  as 
usual,  in  a.  surly  tone: — ‘  by  your  question  you  must  either 
take  me  for  a  pimp  or  an  ideot.  W hat,  in  the  name  of  non¬ 
sense,  should  I  know  of  such  a  rascal,  unless  I  were  to  court 
his  acquaintance  with  a  view  to  feast  my  own  spleen,  in  see¬ 
ing  him  fool  the  whole  nation  out  of  their  money:  though, 
I  suppose,  his  chief  profits  arise  from  his  practice,  in  quality 
of  pander.  All  fortunetellers  are  bawus,  and,  for  that  rea¬ 
son,  are  so  much  followed  by  people  of  fashion.  This  fel¬ 
low,  I  warrant,  has  got  sundry  convenient  apartments*  for 
the  benefit  of  procreation  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
those  who  visit  him  on  the  pretence  of  consulting  his  super¬ 
natural  art,  can  be  such  fools,  such  drivellers,  as  to  believe 
that  he  can  actually  prognosticate  future  events.’ 

The  company,  according  to  his  expectation,  imputed  his 
remarks  to  the  rancour  of  his  disposition,  whickcoukl  not  bear 
to  think  that  any  person  upon  earth  was  wiser  than  himself; 
and  his  ears  were  regaled  with  a  thousand  instances  of  the 
conjurer’s  wonderful  prescience,  for  which  lie  was  altogether 
indebted  to  fiction.  Some  of  tliese  specimens  being  com¬ 
municated  to  him  by  way  of  appeal  to  his  opinion,  ‘  they 
arc,’  said  he  c  mere  phantoms  of  ignorance  and  credulity, 
swelled  up  in  the  repetition,  like  those  unsubstantial  bubbles 
which  the  boys  blow  up  in  soap-suds  with  a  tobacco-pipe. 
And  this  will  ever  be  the  case  in  the  propagation  of  all  extra¬ 
ordinary  intelligence :  the  imagination  naturally  magnifies 
every  object  that  falls  under  its  cognizance,  especially  those 
that  concern  the  passions  of  fear  and  admiration ;  and  w hen 
the  occurrence  comes  to  be  rehearsed,  the  vanity  of  the  re- 
later  exaggerates  every  circumstance  in  order  to  enhance  the 
importance  of  the  communication.  Thus  an  incident,  which 
is  but.  barely  uncommon,  often  gains  such  accession  in  its 
progress  through  the  fancies  and  mouths  of  those  who  repre¬ 
sent  it,  that  the  original  fact  cannot  possibly  be  distinguished. 
This  observation  might  be  proved  and  illustrated  by  a  thou¬ 
sand  undeniable  examples,  out  of  which  I  shall  only  select  one 
instance  for  the  entertainment  and  edification  of  the  company  . 
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A  very  honest  gentleman,  remarkable  for  the  gravity  of  his 
deportment,  was  one  day  in  a  certain  coffeehouse  accosted  by 
one  of  his  particular  friends,  who,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
expressed  uncommon  satisfaction  in  seeing  him  abroad,  and 
in  good  health,  after  the  dangerous  and  portentous  malady  he 
had  undergone.  Surprised  at  this  salutation,  the  gentleman 
replied,  it  was  true  he  had  been  a  little  out  of  order  over¬ 
night,  but  there  was  nothing  at  all  extraordinary  in  his  in¬ 
disposition.  4  Jesu!  not  extraordinary!’  cried  the  other, 
4  when  you  vomited  three  black  crows!’  This  strange  ex¬ 
clamation  the  grave  gentleman  at  first  mistook  for  raillery, 
though  his  friend  was  no  joker;  but  perceiving  in  him  all 
the  marks  of  sincerity  and  astonishment,  he  suddenly  changed 
his  opinion,  and,  after  a  short  reverie,  taking  him  aside,  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  in  these  words. — 4  Sir,  it  is  not  unknown  to 
you  that  I  am  at  present  engaged  in  a  treaty  of  marriage, 
whicli  would  have  been  settled  long  ago,  had  it  not  been  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  repeated  machinations  of  a  certain  person  who 
professed  himself  my  rival.  Now  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
this  affair  of  the  three  crows  is  a  story  of  his  invention,  calcul¬ 
ated  to  prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  lady,  who,  to  be 
sure,  w  ould  not  choose  to  marry  a  man  who  has  a  rookery  in 
his  bowels;  and  therefore  I  must  insist  upon  knowing  your 
author  of  this  scandalous  report,  that  I  may  be  able  to  vindi¬ 
cate  my  character  from  the  malicious  aspersion.’  His  friend, 
who  thought  the  demand  was  very  reasonable,  told  him, 
without  hesitation,  that  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  his  distemper  by  Mr.  Such-a-one,  their  com¬ 
mon  acquaintance  ;  upon  which  the  person  who  conceived 
himself  injured,  went  immediately  in  quest  of  his  supposed 
defamer,  and,  having  found  him, — 4  pray,  sir,’  said  he,  with 
a  peremptory  tone,  4  who  told  you  that  I  vomited  three  black 
crows?’  4  Three?’  answered  the  gentleman,  4  I  mentioned 
two  only.’  4  Zounds!  sir,’  cried  the  other,  incensed  at  his 
indifference,  4  you  will  find  the  two  too  many,  if  you  refuse 
to  discover  the  villanous  source  of  such  calumny.’  The 
gentleman,  surprised  at  his  heat,  said  he  was  sorry  to  find 
he  had  been  the  accidental  instrument  of  giving  him  offence, 
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but  translated  tlie  blame  (if  any  there  was)  from  himself  to 
a  third  person,  to  whose  information  he  owed  his  knowledge 
of  the  report.  The  plaintiff,  according  to  the  direction  he 
received,  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  accused  ;  and  his  in¬ 
dignation  being  inflamed  that  finding  the  story  had  already 
circulated  among  his  acquaintance,  he  told  him,  with  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  displeasure,  that  he  was  come  to  pluck  that 
same  brace  of  crows  which  he  said  he  had  disgorged.  The 
defendant  seeing  him  very  much  irritated,  positively  denied 
that  he  had  mentioned  a  brace  : — 4  one  indeed,’  said  he,  4  I 
own  I  took  notice  of,  upon  the  authority  of  your  own  phy¬ 
sician,  who  gave  me  an  account  of  it  this  morning.’  4  By 
the  Lord!’  cried  the  sufferer,  in  a  rage,  which  he  could  no 
longer  contain, 4  that  rascal  has  been  suborned  by  my  rival  to 
slander  my  character  in  this  manner:  but  I’ll  be  revenged 
if  there  be  either  law  or  equity  in  England.’  He  had  scarce 
pronounced  these  words,  when  the  doctor  happened  to  enter 
the  room;  when  his  exasperated  patient,  lifting  up  his  cane, 
— 4  sirrah,’  said  he,  4  if  I  live,  I’ll  make  that  black  crow  the 
blackest  circumstance  of  thy  whole  life  and  conversation.’ 
The  physician,  confounded  at  this  address,  assured  him  that 
lie  was  utterly  ignorant  of  his  meaning,  and,  when  the  other 
gentleman  explained  it,  absolutely  denied  the  charge,  affirm¬ 
ing  he  li'ad  said  no  more  than  that  lie  had  vomited  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  something  as  black  as  a  crow.  The  landlord  of  the 
house  acknowledged  that  he  might  have  been  mistaken ;  and 
th  us  the  whole  mystery  was  explained.’ 

The  company  seeming  to  relish  the  story  of  the  three  black 
crows,  which  they  considered  as  an  impromptu  of  Cad  walla  r 
der’s  own  invention  ;  but,  granting  it  to  be  true,  they  un¬ 
animously  declared  that  it  could  have  no  weight  in  invali¬ 
dating  the  testimony  of  divers  persons  of  honour,  who  had 
been  w  itnesses  of  the  magician’s  supernatural  skill.  On  the 
next  day  of  consultation,  the  necromancer  being  in  the  chair, 
and  his  friend Hbehind  (he  curtain,  the  outward  door  was 
scarce  opened,  when  a  female  visitant  flounced  in,  and  dis¬ 
covered  to  the  magician  the  features  of  one  of  those  inquisi¬ 
tive  ladies,  whose  curiosity,  he  knew,  his  confederate  had 
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aroused,  in  the  manner  above  described.  She  addressed  her¬ 
self  to  him  with  a  familiar  air,  observing,  that  she  had  heard 
much  of  his  great  knowledge,  and  was  come  to  be  a  witness 
of  his  art,  which  she  desired  him  to  display,  in  declaring 
what  he  knew  to  be  her  ruling  passion. 

Cadwallader,  who  was  no  stranger  to  her  disposition,  as¬ 
sumed  the  pen  without  hesitation,  and  furnished  her  with  an 
answer,  importing,  that  the  love  of  money  predominated, 
and  scandal  possessed  the  next  place  in  her  heart.  Far  from 
being  offended  at  his  freedom,  she  commended  his  frankness 
with  a  smile  ;  and,  satisfied  of  his  uncommon  talents,  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  his  person  ; 
nay,  she  began  to  catechise  him  upon  the  private  history  of 
divers  great  families,  in  which  he  happened  to  be  well  vers¬ 
ed  ;  and  he,  in  a  mysterious  manner,  dropt  such  artful  hints 
of  his  knowledge,  that  she  was  amazed  at  his  capacity,  and 
actually  asked  if  his  art  w  as  communicable.  The  conjurer 
replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  gave  her 
to  understand,  that  it  was  attainable  by  those  only  who  were 
pure  and  undefilcd  in  point  of  chastity  and  honour,  or  such 
as,  by  a  long  course  of  penitence,  had  weaned  themselves 
tiom  all  attachments  to  the  flesh.  She  not  only  disapprov¬ 
ed,  but  seemed  to  doubt,  the  truth  of  this  assertion  ;  telling 
him,  with  a  look  of  disdain,  that  his  art  was  not  worth  hav¬ 
ing,  if  one  could  not  use  it  for  the  benefit  of  one’s  pleasure  ; 
she  had  even  penetration  enough  to  take  notice  of  an  incon¬ 
sistency  in  what  he  had  advanced  ;  and  asked,  why  he  him¬ 
self  exercised  his  knowledge  for  hire,  if  he  was  so  much  de¬ 
tached  from  all  worldly  concerns  : — ‘  come,  come,  doctor,’ 
added  she,  £  you  are  in  the  right  to  be  cautious  against  im¬ 
pertinent  curiosity ;  but,  perhaps,  I  may  make  it  w  orth  your 
while  to  be  communicative.’ 

These  overtures  were  interrupted  by  a  rap  at  the  door, 
signifying  the  approach  of  another  client ;  upon  which  the 
lady  inquiied  for  his  private  passage,  through  which  she 
might  retire,  without  the  risk  of  being  seen  ;  when  she  un¬ 
derstood  he  was  deficient  in  that  convenience,  she  withdrew 

into  an  empty  room  adjoining  to  the  audience  chamber,  in 
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order  to  conceal  herself  from  the  observation  of  the  nev 
comer.  This  was  no  other  tlian  the  inamorata,  who  carr?e 
by  appointment  to  receive  the  solution  of  her  doubts  ;  and 
the  misanthrope,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  expose  her  to  the 
censure  of  such  an  indefatigable  minister  of  fame  as  the  person 
who,  he  knew,  would  listen  from  the  next  apartment,  laid 
her  under  the  necessity  of  refreshing  his  remembrance  with 
a  recapitulation  of  her  farmer  confession,  which  was  almost 
linished,  when  she  was  alarmed  by  a  noise  at  the  door,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  two  gentlemen,  who  attempted  to  enter  by  force. 

Terrified  at  this  uproar,  which  disconcerted  the  magician 
himself,  she  ran  for  shelter  into  the  place  which  was  pre¬ 
occupied  by  the  other  lady,  who,  hearing  this  disturbance, 
had  closed  the  window  shutters,  that  she  might  have  the 
better  chance  of  remaining  unknown.  Here  they  ensconced 
themselves  in  the  utmost  consternation,  while  the  necro¬ 
mancer,  after  some  recollection,  ordered  Hadgi  to  open  the 
door,  and  admit  the  rioters,  who,  he  hoped,  would  be  over¬ 
awed  by  the  authority  of  his  appearance.  The  janitor  had 
no  sooner  obeyed  his  instructions,  than  in  rushed  a  young 
libertine,  who  had  been  for  some  time  upon  the  town,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  tutor,  who  was  a  worn  out  debauchee,  well 
known  to  the  magician.  They  were  both  in  that  degree  of 
intoxication  necessary  to  prepare  such  dispositions  for  what 
they  commonly  call  frolics,  and  the  sober  part  of  mankind 
feel  to  be  extravagant  outrages  against  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  the  peace  of  their  fellow-subjects.  Having 
staggered  up  to  the  table,  the  senior,  who  undertook  to  be 
spokesman,  saluted  Cadwallader  with, — 4  howdo’stdo,  old 
Capricorn  ?  thou  seem’st  to  be  a  most  venerable  pimp,  and 
1  doubt  not,  hast  abundance  of  discretion.  Here  is  this 
young  whoremaster  (a  true  chip  of  the  old  venereal  block 
his  father)  and  myself,  come  for  a  comfortable  cast  of  thy 
function.  1  don’t  mean  that  stale  pretence  of  conjuring  ; 
damn  futurity  ;  let  us  live  for  the  present,  old  Haly.  Con¬ 
jure  me  up  a  couple  of  hale  wenches,  and,  I  warrant,  we 
shall  get  into  the  magic  circle  in  a  twinkling.  AVliat  says 
Galileo  ?  AVhat  says  the  reverend  Brahe  ?  Here  is  a  purse, 
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you  pimp  :  hark,  how  it  chinks !  this  is  sweeter  than  the 
music  of  the  spheres.’ 

Our  necromancer,  perplexed  at  this  rencounter,  made  no 
reply ;  but,  taking  up  his  wand,  waved  it  around  his  head  in 
a  very  mysterious  motion,  with  a  view  of  intimidating  these 
forward  visitants,  who,  far  from  being  awed  by  this  sort  of 
evolution,  became  more  and  more  obstreperous,  and  even 
threatened  to  pull  him  by  the  beard,  if  he  would  not  imme¬ 
diately  comply  with  their  desire.  Had  he  called  his  asso¬ 
ciate,  or  even  Hadgi,  to  his  aid,  he  knew  he  could  have 
soon  calmed  their  turbulence ;  but,  being  unwilling  to  run 
the  risk  of  a  discovery,  or  even  of  a  riot,  he  bethought  him¬ 
self  of  chastising  their  insolence  in  another  manner,  that 
would  be  less  hazardous,  and  rather  more  effectual.  Incon¬ 
sequence  of  this  suggestion,  he  pointed  his  wand  towards 
the  door  of  the  apartment  in  which  the  ladies  had  taken 
sanctuary ;  and  the  two  rakes,  understanding  the  hint, 
rushed  in  without  hesitation. 

The  females,  finding  their  place  of  retreat  taken  by'  as¬ 
sault,  ran  about  the  room  in  great  consternation,  and  were 
immediately  taken  prisoners  by  the  assailants,  who,  pulling 
them  towards  the  windows,  opened  the  shutters  at  the  same 
instant  of  time,  when,  strange  to  tell !  one  of  the  heroes  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  prize  he  had  made,  the  very  wife  of  his 
bosom;  and  his  companion  perceived  that  he  had  stumbled 
in  the  dark  upon  his  own  mother.  Their  mutual  astonish¬ 
ment  was  unspeakable  atthisecclaircissement,  \fhich  produc¬ 
ed  an  universal  silence  for  the  space  of  several  minutes. 
During  this  pause  the  ladies  having  recollected  themselves, 
an  expostulation  was  begun  by  the  elder  of  the  two,  who 
roundly  took  her  son  to  task  for  his  disorderly  life,  which 
laid  her  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  watching  his 
motions,  and  detecting  him  in  such  an  infamous  place. 

While  the  careful  mother  thus  exercised  her  talent  for  re¬ 
prehension,  the  hopeful  young  gentleman,  with  a  hand  in 
each  fob,  stood  whistling  an  opera  tune,  without  seeming  to 
pay  the  most  profound  regard  to  his  parent’s  reproof ;  and 
the  other  lady,  in  imitation  of  such  a  consummate  pattern, 
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began  to  open  upon  her  husband,  whom  she  bitterly  re¬ 
proached  with  his  looseness  and  intemperance,  demanding 
to  know  what  he  had  to  allege  in  alleviation  of  his  present 
misconduct.  The  surprise  occasioned  by  such  an  unex¬ 
pected  meeting,  had  already  in  a  great  measure  destroyed 
the  effects  of  the  wine  he  had  so  plentifully  drank,  and  the 
first  use  he  made  of  his  recovered  sobriety,  was  to  revolve 
within  himself  the  motives  that  could  possibly  induce  his  wife 
to  give  him  the  rendezvous  in  this  mariner.  As  he  had  good 
reason  to  believe  she  was  utterly  void  of  jealousy,  he  naturally 
placed  this  rencounter  to  the  account  of  another  passion ; 
and  liis  chagrin  was  not  at  all  impaired  by  the  effrontery 
with  which  she  now  presumed  to  reprimand  him.  He  list¬ 
ened  to  her,  therefore,  with  a  grave  or  rather  grim  aspect ; 
and  to  the  question  with  which  she  concluded  her  rebuke, 
answered,  with  great  composure, — ‘  all  that  I  have  to  allege, 
madam,  is,  that  the  bawd  has  committed  a  mistake,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  we  arc  both  disappointed  ;  and  so,  ladies, 
your  humble  servant.’  So  saying,  he  retired  with  manifest 
confusion  in  his  looks ;  and  as  he  passed  through  the  au¬ 
dience-chamber,  eying  the  conjuror  askance,  pronounced  the 
epithet  of  precious  rascal ,  with  great  emphasis.  Mean¬ 
while,  the  junior,  like  a  dutiful  child,  handed  his  mamma 
to  her  chair  ;  and  the  other  client,  after  having  reviled  the 
necromancer,  because  he  could  not  foresee  this  event,  went 
away  in  a  state  of  mortification. 

The  coast  being  clear,  Peregrine  came  forth  from  his  den, 
and  congratulated  his  friend  upon  the  peaceable  issue  of  the 
adventure  which  he  had  overheard  ;  but,  that  he  might  not 
be  exposed  to  such  inconvenience  for  the  future,  they  resolved, 
that  a  grate  should  be  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  outward 
door,  through  which  the  conjuror  himself  might  reconnoitre 
all  the  visitants,  before  their  admission  ;  so  that,  to  those 
whose  appearance  he  might  not  like,  Hadgi  should,  without 
opening,  give  notice,  that  his  master  was  engaged.  By  this 
expedient  too,  they  provided  against  those  difficulties  which 
Cadwallader  must  have  encountered,  in  giving  satisfaction 
to  strangers,  whom  he  did  not  know  :  for  the  original  inten- 
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tion  of  the  founders  was  to  confine  the  practice  of  their  art 
to  people  of  fashion  only,  most  of  whom  were  personally 
known  to  tlie  counterfeit  magician  and  his  coadjutors. 

Indeed  these  associates,  Cadwallader  in  particular,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  boasted  insight  into  the  characters  of  life, 
never  imagined  that  his  pretended  skill  would  be  consulted 
by  any  but  the  weaker  minded  of  the  female  sex,  incited  by 
that  spirit  of  curiosity  which  he  kuew  was  implanted  in 
their  nature ;  but,  in  the  course  of  his  practice,  he  found 
himself  cultivated  in  his  preternatural  capacity  by  people  of 
all  sexes,  complexions,  and  degrees  of  reputation,  and  had 
occasion  to  observe,  that,  when  the  passions  are  concerned, 
howsoever  cool,  cautious,  and  deliberate,  the  disposition  may 
otherwise  be,  there  is  nothing  so  idle,  frivolous,  or  absurd, 
to  which  they  will  not  apply  for  encouragement  and  grati¬ 
fication.  The  last  occurrence,  according  to  the  hopes  and 
expectation  of  the  confederates,  was  whispered  about  by 
the  ladies  concerned,  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  whole  af¬ 
fair  was,  in  a  few  days,  the  universal  topic  of  discourse,  in 
which  it  was  retailed  with  numberless  embellishments,  in¬ 
vented  by  the  parties  themselves,  who  had  long  indulged  a 
pique  at  each  other,  and  took  this  opportunity  of  enjoying 
(heir  revenge. 

These  incidents,  while  they  regaled  the  spleen,  at  the 
same  time  augmented  the  renown  of  the  conjuror,  who  was 
described,  on  both  sides,  as  a  very  extraordinary  person  in 
his  way  ;  and  the  alteration  in  his  door  was  no  sooner  per¬ 
formed,  than  be  had  occasion  to  avail  himself  of  it,  against 
the  intrusion  of  a  great  many,  with  whom  he  would  have 
found  it  very  difficult  to  support  the  fame  he  had  acquired. 

Among  those  who  appeared  at  his  grate,  he  perceived  a 
certain  clergyman,  whom  he  had  loug  known  an  humble 
ittendant  on  the  great,  and  with  some  the  reputed  minister 
)f  their  pleasures.  This  levite  had  disguised  himself  in  a 
?reat  coat,  boots,  and  dress  quite  foreign  to  the  habit  worn 
}Y  those  of  his  function  :  and,  being  admitted,  attempted  to 
impose  himself  as  a  country  squire  upon  the  conjuror,  who, 
'ailing  him  by  his  name,  desired  him  to  sit  down.  This 
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reception  corresponding  with  the  report  lie  had  heard, 
touching  our  magician’s  art,  the  doctor  said  he  would  lay 
aside  all  dissimulation.  After  having  professed  an  implicit 
belief,  that  his  supernatural  knowledge  did  not  proceed  from 
any  communication  with  evil  spirits,  but  was  the  immediate 
gift  of  heaven,  he  declared  the  intention  of  his  coming,  was 
to  inquire  into  the  health  of  a  good  friend  and  brother  of 
his,  who  possessed  a  certain  living  in  the  country,  which  he 
named ;  and,  as  he  was  old  and  infirm,  to  know  what  space 
of  time  was  allotted  to  him  in  this  frail  state  of  mortality, 
that  he  might  have  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  attending 
him  in  his  last  moments,  and  assisting  him  in  his  prepara¬ 
tions  for  eternity. 

The  conjuror,  who  at  once  perceived  the  purport  of  this 
question,  after  a  solemn  pause,  during  which  he  seemed  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  contemplation,  delivered  this  response  to  his  con- 
suiter. — ‘  Though  I  foresee  some  occurrences,  I  do  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  omniscient.  I  know  not  to  what  age  that  clergy¬ 
man’s  life  will  extend  ;  but  so  far  I  can  penetrate  into  the 
womb  of  time,  as  to  discern,  that  the  incumbent  will  sur¬ 
vive  his  intended  successor.’  This  dreadful  sentence  in  a 
moment  banished  the  blood  from  the  face  of  the  appalled 
consulter,  who,  hearing  his  own  doom  pronounced,  began  ta 
tremble  in  every  joint ;  lie  lifted  up  his  eyes  in  the  agony  of 
fear,  and  saying, — ‘  the  will  of  God  be  done,’  withdrew  in 
silent  despondence,  his  teeth  chattering  with  terror  and  dis¬ 
may. 

This  client  was  succeeded  by  an  old  man  about  the  age 
of  seventy-five,  who  being  resolved  to  purchase  a  lease,  de¬ 
sired  to  be  determined  in  the  term  of  years  by  the  necro¬ 
mancer’s  advice,  observing,  that,  as  he  had  no  children  of 
his  own  body,  and  had  no  regard  for  his  heirs  at  law',  the 
purchase  would  be  made  with  a  view  to  -  his  own  conveni¬ 
ence  only  ;  and  therefore,  considering  his  age,  he  himself 
hesitated  in  the  period  of  the  lease,  betw  een  thirty  and  three¬ 
score  years. 

The  conjuror,  upon  due  deliberation,  advised  him  to 
double  the  last  specified  term,  because  he  distinguished  in 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


151 


liis  features  something  portending  extreme  old  age  and  se¬ 
cond  childhood,  and  he  ought  to  provide  for  that  state  ot 
incapacity,  which  otherwise  would  be  attended  with  infinite 
misery  and  affliction.  The  superannuated  wretch,  thunder¬ 
struck  with  this  prediction,  held  up  his  hands,  and  in  the 
first  transports  of  his  apprehension,  exclaimed, — ‘  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  me  !  I  have  not  wherewithal  to  purchase  such  a 
long  lease,  and  I  have  long  out-lived  all  my  friends  ;  what 
then  must  become  of  me,  sinner  that  I  am,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  hence!’  Cadwallader,  (who  enjoyed  his  terror), 
under  pretence  of  alleviating  his  concern,  told  him  that 
what  he  had  prognosticated  did  not  deprive  him  of  the 
means  which  he  and  every  person  had  in  their  power,  to 
curtail  a  life  of  misfortune  ;  and  the  old  gentleman  went 
away,  seemingly  comforted  with  the  assurance,  that  it  would 
always  be  in  his  power  to  employ  an  halter  for  his  own  de¬ 
liverance. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  of  this  elder,  the  magician  was  visit- 
oil  by  one  of  those  worthies -known  among  the  Romans  by  the 
appellation  of  heredipcles ,  who  had  amassed  a  large  fortune 
by  a  close  attention  to  the  immediate  wants  and  weakness  of 
raw  unexperienced  heirs.  This  honourable  usurer  had  sold 
au  annuity  upon  the  life  of  a  young  spendthrift,  being 
thereto  induced  by  the  affirmation  of  his  physician,  who 
had  assured  him  his  patient’s  constitution  was  so  rotten,  that 
he  could  not  live  one  year  to  an  end  :  he  had,  neverthe¬ 
less,  made  shift  to  weather  eighteen  months,  and  now'  seem¬ 
ed  more  vigorous  and  healthy  than  he  had  ever  been  known ; 
for  he  was  supposed  to  have  nourished  an  hereditary  pox 
from  his  cradle.  Alarmed  at  this  alteration,  the  seller  came 
to  consult  Cadwallader,  not  only  about  the  life  of  the  annui¬ 
tant,  but  also  concerning  the  state  of  his  health  at  the  time 
of  his  purchasing  the  annuity,  purposing  to  sue  the  physi¬ 
cian  for  false  intelligence,  should  the  conjuror  declare  that 
the  young  man  was  sound  when  the  doctor  pronounced  him 
diseased.  But  this  was  a  piece  of  satisfaction  he  did  not 
obtain  from  the  misanthrope,  who,  in  order  to  punish  his 
sordid  disposition,  gave  him  to  understand  that  the  physi- 
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cian  had  told  him  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ; 
and  that  the  young  gentleman  was  in  a  fair  way  of  attain¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  old  age.  ‘  That  is  to  say,’  (cried  the  client, 
in  the  impatience  of  his  mortification  at  this  answer), 4  bating 
accidents ;  for,  thank  God,  the  annuitant  does  not  lead  the 
most  regular  life :  besides,  I  am  credibly  informed  he  is 
choleric  and  rash  ;  so  that  he  may  be  concerned  in  a  duel : 
then  there  are  such  things  as  riots  in  the  street,  in  which  a 
rake’s  skull  may  be  casually  cracked  ;  be  may  be  overturn¬ 
ed  in  a  coach,  overset  in  the  river,  thrown  from  a  vicious 
horse,  overtaken  with  a  cold,  endangered  by  a  surfeit ;  but 
what  I  place  my  chief  confidence  in,  is  an  hearty  pox,  a 
distemper  which  hath  been  fatal  to  his  whole  family.  Not 
but  that  the  issue  of  all  these  things  is  uncertain  ;  and  ex¬ 
pedients  might  be  found,  w  hich  would  more  effectually  an¬ 
swer  the  purpose.  I  know  they  have  arts  in  India,  by 
which  a  man  can  secure  his  own  interest,  in  the  salutation 
of  a  friendly  shake  by  the  hand ;  and  I  don’t  doubt  that 
you,  who  have  lived  in  that  country,  are  master  of  the  se¬ 
cret.  To  be  sure,  if  you  was  inclined  to  communicate  such 
a  nostrum,  there  are  abundance  of  people  who  would  pur¬ 
chase  it  at  a  very  higli  price. 

Cadwallader  understood  this  insinuation,  and  was  tempt¬ 
ed  to  amuse  him  in  such  a  manner  as  w  ould  tend  to  his  dis¬ 
grace  and  confusion;  but  considering  that  the  case  was  of 
too  criminal  a  nature  to  be  tampered  with,  he  withstood  his 
desire  of  punishing  this  rapacious  cormorant  any  other  way 
than  by  telling  him  he  would  not  impart  the  secret  for  his 
whole  fortune  ten  times  doubled ;  so  that  the  usurer  retired, 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  issue  of  his  consultation. 

The  next  person  who  presented  himself  at  this  altar  of 
intelligence,  was  an  author,  who  recommended  himself  to 
a  gratis  advice,  by  observing,  that  a  prophet  and  poet  were 
known  by  the  same  appellation  among  the  ancients;  and 
that,  at  this  day,  both  the  one  and  the  other  spoke  by  in¬ 
spiration.  The  conjuror  refused  to  own  this  affinity,  which, 
he  said,  formerly  subsisted,  because  both  species  of  the  votes 
were  the  children  of  fiction ;  but  as  he  himself  did  not  fall 
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under  that  predicament,  he  begged  leave  to  disown  all  con¬ 
nection  with  the  family  of  the  poets ;  and  the  poor  author 
would  have  been  dismissed  without  his  errand,  though  he 
offered  to  leave  an  ode  as  security  for  the  magician’s  fee,  to 
be  paid  from  the  profits  of  his  first  third  night,  had  not 
Cadwallader’s  curiosity  prompted  him  to  know  the  subject 
of  this  gentleman’s  inquiry.  He  therefore  told  him,  that, 
in  consideration  of  his  genius,  he  would  for  once  satisfy  him 
without  a  fee;  and  desired  him  to  specify  the  doubts  in 
which  he  wished  to  be  resolved. 

The  son  of  Parnassus,  glad  of  this  condescension,  for 
which  he  thanked  the  necromancer,  gave  him  to  understand, 
that  he  had  some  time  liefore  presented  a  play  in  manuscript 
to  a  certain  great  man,  at  the  head  of  taste,  who  had  not 
only  read  and  approved  the  performance,  but  also  under¬ 
taken  to  introduce  and  support  it  on  the  stage ;  that  he  (the 
author)  w  as  assured  by  this  patron,  that  the  play  was  alrea¬ 
dy  (in  consequence  of  his  recommendation)  accepted  by  one 
of  the  managers,  who  had  faithfully  promised  to  bring  it  to 
light ;  but  that,  when  he  waited  on  this  same  manager,  to 
know  when  he  intended  to  put  his  production  in  rehearsal, 
the  man  declared  he  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  the  piece : — • 
‘  now,  Mr.  Conjurer,’  said  he,  ‘  I  want  to  know  whether  or 
not  my  play  has  been  presented,  and  if  I  have  any  sort  of 
chance  of  seeing  it  acted  this  winter.’ 

Cadwallader,  who  had,  in  his  younger  days,  sported 
among  the  theatrical  muses,  began  to  lose  his  temper  at  this 
question,  which  recalled  the  remembrance  of  his  own  disap¬ 
pointments  ;  and  dispatched  the  author  with  an  abrupt  an¬ 
swer,  importing  that  the  affairs  of  the  stage  were  altogether 
without  the  sphere  of  his  divination,  being  entirely  regulated 
by  the  daemons  of  dissimulation,  ignorance,  and  caprice. 

It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  recount  every  individual 
response  which  our  magician  delivered  in  the  course  of  his 
conjuration.  He  was  consulted  in  all  cases  of  law,  physic, 
and  trade,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  subjects  of  marriage 
and  fornication ;  his  advice  and  assistance  were  solicited  by 
sharpers,  who  desired  to  possess  an  infallible  method  of 
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cheating  unperceived  ;  by  foretune-hunters,  who  wanted  to 
make  prize  of  widows  and  heiresses  ;  by  debauchees,  who 
were  disposed  to  lie  with  other  men’s  wives  ;  by  coxcombs, 
who  longed  for  the  death  of  their  fathers  ;  by  wenches  with 
child,  who  wished  themselves  rid  of  their  burdens;  by  mer¬ 
chants,  who  had  insured  above  value,  and  thirsted  after  the 
news  of  a  w  reck  ;  by  underwriters,  who  prayed  for  the  gift 
of  prescience,  that  they  might  venture  money  upon  such 
ships  only  as  should  perform  the  voyage  in  safety  ;  by  Jews, 
who  wanted  to  foresee  the  fluctuations  of  stock  ;  by  usurers, 
who  advance  money  upon  undecided  causes ;  by  clients, 
who  were  dubious  of  the  honesty  of  their  counsel :  in  short, 
all  matters  of  uncertain  issue  were  appealed  to  this  tribunal ; 
and,  in  point  of  calculation,  l)e  Moivre  was  utterly  ne¬ 
glected. 


CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

The  conjurer  and  his  associate  execute  a  plan  of  vengeance  against 
certain  infidels  who  pretend  to  despise  their  art ;  and  Peregrine 
achieves  an  adventure  with  a  young  nolleman. 

B  v  these  means,  the  w  hole  variety  of  characters,  undisguis¬ 
ed,  passed,  as  it  were,  in  review  before  the  confederates,  who, 
by  divers  ingenious  contrivances,  punished  the  most  flagrant 
offenders  with  as  much  severity  as  the  nature  of  their  plan 
would  allow.  At  length  they  projected  a  scheme  for  chas¬ 
tising  a  number  of  their  own  acquaintance,  who  had  all 
along  professed  the  utmost  contempt  for  the  talent  of  this 
conjurer,  which  they  endeavoured  to  ridicule  in  all  com¬ 
panies,  where  his  surprising  art  was  the  subject  of  discourse ; 
not  that  they  had  sense  and  discernment  enough  to  perceive 
the  absurdity  of  his  pretensions,  but  affected  a  singularity  of 
opiniofi,  with  a  view  of  insulting  the  inferior  understandings 
of  those  who  were  deceived  by  sucli  an  idle  impostor. 

Peregrine,  indeed,  for  obvious  reasons,  had  always  espous¬ 
ed  their  judgment  in  this  case,  and  joined  them  in  reviling 
file  public  character  of  his  friend  :  but  lie  knew  bow  far  the 
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capacities  of  thosr  virtuosi  extended,  and  had  frequently 
caught  them  in  the  fact  of  recounting  their  exploits  against 
the  conjurer,  which  were  the  productions  of  their  own  in¬ 
vention  only.  On  these  considerations,  his  wrath  was  kindled 
against  them,  and  he  accordingly  concerted  measures  with 
his  coadjutor,  for  overwhelming  them  with  confusion  and 
dismay. 

In  the  first  place,  a  report  was  spread  by  his  emissaries, 
that  the  magician  had  undertaken  to  entertain  their  view 
with  the  appearance  of  any  person  whom  his  customers 
should  desire  to  see,  whether  dead,  or  at  the  distance  of  a 
thousand  leagues.  This  extraordinary  proposal  chancing  to 
be  the  subject  of  conversation  in  a  place  where  most  of  those 
infidels  were  assembled,  they  talked  of  it  in  the  usual  style, 
and  some  of  them  swore  the  fellow  ought  to  be  pilloried  for 
his  presumption. 

Our  hero,  seizing  this  favourable  opportunity,  acquiesced 
in  their  remarks,  and  observed,  with  great  vehemence,  that 
it  would  be  a  meritorious  action  to  put  the  rascal  to  the  proof, 
and  then  toss  him  in  a  blanket  for  non-performance.  They 
were  wonderfully  pleased  with  this  suggestion,  and  forthwith 
determined  to  try  the  experiment;  though,  as  they  under¬ 
stood  the  apparition  would  be  produced  to  one  only  at  a 
time,  they  could  not  immediately  agree  in  the  choice  of  the 
person  who  should  stend  the  first  brunt  of  the  magician’s 
skill.  While  each  of  them  severally  excused  himself  from 
this  preference  on  various  pretences,  Peregrine  readily  under¬ 
took  the  post,  expressing  great  confidence  of  the  conjuror’s 
incapacity  to  give  him  the  least  cause  of  apprehension. 

This  point  being  settled,  they  detached  one  of  their  number 
to  Crabtree,  in  order  to  bespeak  and  and  adjust  the  hour  and 
terms  of  the  operation,  which  he  insisted  upon  performing  at 
his  own  apartment,  where  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 
occasion.  At  the  appointed  time,  they  went  thither,  in  a 
body,  to  the  number  of  seven,  in  full  expectation  of  detect¬ 
ing  the  impostor  ;  and  were  received  with  such  gloomy  for¬ 
mality,  as  seemed  to  have  an  effect  upon  the  countenances 
of  some  among  them  (though  they  were  encouraged  by  the 
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vivacity  of  Pickle,  who  affected  a  double  share  of  petulance, 
for  the  more  effectual  accomplishment  of  his  purpose. 

Cadwallader  made  no  reply  to  the  interrogations  they  ut¬ 
tered,  in  the  levity  of  their  insolence,  at  the  first  entrance, 
but  ordered  Hadgi  to  conduct  them  through  the  next  room, 
that  they  might  see  there  was  no  previous  apparatus  to  af¬ 
fright  their  deputy  with  objects  foreign  to  his  undertaking. 
They  found  nothing  but  a  couple  of  wax  tapers  burning  on 
a  table  that  stood  with  a  chair  by  it  in  the  middle  of  the 
apartment,  and  returned  to  the  audience  chamber,  leaving 
Peregrine  by  himself,  to  encounter  the  phantom  of  that  per¬ 
son  whom  they  should  (without  his  knowledge)  desire  the 
magician  to  conjure  up  to  his  view. 

All  the  doors  being  shut,  and  the  company  seated,  a  pro¬ 
found  silence  ensued,  together  with  a  face  of  dreadful  ex¬ 
pectation,  encouraged  by  the  blue  flame  of  the  candles, 
which  were  tipt  with  sulphur  for  that  purpose,  and  height¬ 
ened  by  the  dismal  sound  of  a  large  bell,  which  Hadgi  tolled 
in  the  anti-chamber.  Cadwallader  having  thus  practised 
upon  their  ignorance  and  fear,  desired  them  to  name  the 
person  to  be  produced.  After  some  whispers  among  them¬ 
selves,  one  of  them  took  the  pen,  and,  writing  the  name  of 
Commodore  Trunnion  upon  a  .slip  of  paper,  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  magician,  who  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  opening 
the  door  of  his  closet,  displayed  to  [their  view  a  skull,  with 
thigh  bones  crossed,  upon  a  table  covered  with  black  cloth. 

This  melancholy  spectacle  made  a  remarkable  impression 
upon  the  imaginations  of  the  oompany,  already  prepossessed 
by  the  previous  ceremony ;  and  they  began  to  survey  one 
another  with  looks  of  consternation,  while  Cadwallader, 
shutting  himself  in  the  closet,  that  was  contiguous  to  the 
chamber  in  which  his  friend  Peregrine  was  stationed,  thrust 
the  label  with  his  uncle’s  name  through  a  small  chink  in  the 
partition,  according  to  agreement,  muttering  all  the  time  a 
sort  of  gibberish,  that  increased  the  panic  of  his  audience  ; 
then  returning  to  his  chair,  the  knell  was  tolled  again,  and 
Pickle  called  aloud, — ‘  damn  your  mummery,  why  don’t 
you  dispatch  ?’ 
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This  was  a  signal  to  Crabtree,  who  was  thus  certified  of  his 
having  received  the  paper,  stood  up  and  waved  his  wand  in 
the  figure  of  an  S.  The  motionbeing  thrice  performed,  their 
ears  were  all  of  a  sudden  invaded  by  a  terrible  noise  in  the 
next  room,  accompanied  with  the  voice  of  Peregrine,  who 
exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  horror  and  amazement, — ‘  guard  me, 
Heaven!  my  uncle  Trunnion!’  This  ejaculation  had  such 
an  effect  upon  the  hearers,  that  two  of  them  swooned  with 
fear,  a  third  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  prayed  aloud,  while  the 
other  three,  in  a  transport  of  dismay  and  distraction,  burst 
open  the  door,  and  rushed  into  the  haunted  chamber,  where 
they  found  the  table  and  chair  overturned,  and  Peregrine  ex¬ 
tended  (in  all  appearance)  without  sense  or  motion  upon  the 
floor. 

They  immediately  began  to  chafe  his  temples,  and  the  first 
symptom  of  his  recovery  which  they  had  perceived  was  an 
hollow  groan  ;  after  w  hich  he  pronounced  these  words  : — 
‘  merciful  powers  !  if  I  live,  I  saw  the  commodore  with  his 
black  patch,  in  the  very  clothes  he  wore  at  my  sister’s  wed¬ 
ding.’  This  declaration  completed  their  astonishment  and 
terror ;  they  observed  a  wildness  in  his  looks,  which  he 
seemed  to  bend  on  something  concealed  from  their  view;  and 
were  infected  by  his  appearance  to  such  a  pitch  of  super¬ 
stition,  that  it  would  have  been  an  easy  matter  to  persuade 
them  that  the  chair  and  table  were  apparitions  of  their  fore¬ 
fathers.  However,  they  conducted  Peregrine  into  the  coun¬ 
cil-chamber,  where  the  conjurer  and  Hadgi  were  employed 
in  ministering  to  those  who  had  fainted.  The  patients  hav¬ 
ing  retrieved  the  use  of  their  faculties,  Cadwallader,  assum¬ 
ing  a  double  portion  of  severity  in  his  aspect,  asked  if  they 
were  not  ashamed  of  their  former  incredulity  ;  declaring, 
that  he  was  ready  to  give  them  more  convincing  proofs  of 
his  art  upon  the  spot,  and  would  immediately  recal  three 
generations  of  their  progenitors  from  the  dead,  if  they  were 
disposed  to  relish  such  company.  Then  turning  to  one  of 
them,  w  hose  grandfather  had  been  hanged, — ‘  are  you,’  said 
he,  c  ambitious  of  seeing  the  first  remarkable  personage  of 
yonr  family?  say  the  word,  and  he  shall  appear.’ 
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This  youth,  who  had  been  the  most  insolent  and  obstre¬ 
perous  of  the  whole  society,  and  was  now  depressed  with  the 
same  proportion  of  fear,  alarmed  at  the  proposal,  assured  the 
magician  he  had  no  curiosity  of  that  sort  remaining  ;  and 
that  what  he  had  already  seen  would  (he  hoped)  have  a  good 
effect  upon  his  future  life  and  conversation.  Every  one  of 
these  heroes  made  an  acknowledgment  and  profession  of  the 
same  kind,  some  of  which  were  attended  with  tears ;  and 
Iiadgi  having  provided  chairs  for  the  whole  company,  they 
departed  exceedingly  crest-fallen.  Two  of  the  number  actu¬ 
ally  sickened  with  the  agitation  they  had  undergone,  while 
our  hero  and  his  associate  made  themselves  merry  with  the 
success  of  their  enterprise. 

But  this  scheme  of  fortune-telling  did  not  ingross  his  w'hole 
attention  ;  he  still  continued  to  maintain  his  appearance  in 
the  beau  monde  ;  and,  as  his  expence  far  exceeded  his  in¬ 
come,  strove  to  contract  intimacies  with  people  of  interest 
and  power  ;  he  shewed  himself  regularly  at  court,  paid  his 
respects  to  them  in  all  places  of  public  diversion,  and  fre¬ 
quently  entered  into  their  parties,  either  of  pleasure  or  cards. 
In  the  course  of  this  cultivation,  he  happened,  one  evening, 
at  a  certain  chocolate-house,  to  overlook  a  match  at  piquet, 
in  which  he  perceived  a  couple  of  sharpers  making  prey  of 
a  young  nobleman,  who  had  neither  temper  nor  skill  suf¬ 
ficient  to  cope  with  such  antagonists. 

Our  hero,  being  a  professed  enemy  to  all  knights  of  in¬ 
dustry,  could  not  bear  to  see  them  cheat  in  public  with  such 
insolent  audacity.  Under  pretence  of  communicating  some 
business  of  importance,  he  begged  the  favour  of  speaking  to 
the  young  gentleman  in  another  corner  of  the  room,  and  in 
a  friendly  manner  cautioned  him  against  the  arts  of  his  op¬ 
ponents:  This  hot-headed  representative,  far  from  thinking 
or  owning  himself  obliged  to  Pickle  for  his  good  counsel, 
looked  upon  his  advice  as  an  insult  upon  his  understanding ; 
and  replied,  with  an  air  of  ferocious  displeasure,  that  he 
knew  how  to  take  care  of  his  own  concerns,  and  would  not 
suffer  either  him  or  them  to  bubble  him  out  of  one  shilling. 

Peregrine,  offended  at  the  association,  as  well  as  at  the  in- 
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gratitude  and  folly  of  tills  conceited  coxcomb,  expressed  his 
resentment,  by  telling  him,  that  he  expected  at  least  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  for  his  candid  intention  ;  but  he  found  his 
intellects  too  much  warped  by  his  vanity  to  perceive  his  own 
w  ant  of  capacity  and  experience.  Inflamed  by  this  reproof, 
the  young  nobleman  challenged  him  to  play  for  five  hundred 
pounds,  with  many  opprobrious,  or  at  least  contemptuous, 
terms  of  defiance,  which  provoked  our  hero  to  accept  the 
proposal.  After  the  other  had  disengaged  himself  from  the 
old  rooks,  who  were  extremely  mortified  at  the  interruption, 
the  two  young  champions  sat  down*  and  fortune  acting  w  ith 
uncommon  impartiality,  Pickle,  by  the  superiority  of  his 
talents,  in  two  hours  won  to  the  amount  of  as  many  thousand 
pounds,  for  winch  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  antagonist’s 
note,  the  sharpers  having  previously  secured  his  ready  mo¬ 
ney. 

Frantic  with  his  loss,  the  rash  young  man  would  have 
continued  the  game,  and  doubled  stakes  every  time  ;  so  that 
Peregrine  might  have  increased  his  acquisition  to  ten  times 
the  sum  he  had  gained  ;  but  he  thought  lie  had  already  suf¬ 
ficiently  chastised  the  presumption  of  the  challenger,  and 
was  unwilling  to  empower  fortune  to  ravish  from  him  the 
fruits  of  his  success  ;  he  therefore  declined  my  lord’s  pro¬ 
posal,  unless  he  would  play  for  ready  money ;  and  his  lord- 
ship  having  in  vain  tried  his  credit  among  the  company,  our 
adventurer  withdrew',  leaving  him  in  an  ecstasy  of  rage  and 
disappointment. 

As  the  insolence  of  his  behaviour  had  increased  with  his 
ill  luck,  and  he  had  given  vent  to  divers  expressions  which 
Peregrine  took  amiss,  our  young  gentleman  resolved  to  aug¬ 
ment  his  punishment,  by  teasing  him  with  demands  which 
could  not,  he  knew,  be  immediately  satisfied  ;  and  n#xt  day 
sent  Pipes  to  his  father’s  house  with  the  note,  which  was 
drawn  payable  upon  demand.  The  debtor,  who  had  gone 
to  bed  half  distracted  with  his  misfortune,  finding  himself 
waked  with  such  a  disagreeable  dunn,  lost  all  patience, 
cursed  Pickle,  threatened  his  messenger,  blasphemed  with 
"  horrible  execrations,  and  made  such  a  noise  as  reached  the 
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ears  of  Ills  father,  who,  ordering  his  son  to  be  called  into  his 
presence,  examined  him  about  the  cause  of  that  uproar, 
which  had  disturbed  the  whole  family.  The  young  gentle¬ 
man,  after  having  essayed  to  amuse  him  with  sundry  equi¬ 
vocations,  which  served  only  to  increase  his  suspicion,  and 
desire  of  knowing  the  truth,  acknowledged  that  he  had  lost 
some  money  over  night  at  cards,  to  a  gamester  who  had  been 
so  impertinent  as  to  send  a  message,  demanding  it  that  morn¬ 
ing,  though  he  had  told  the  fellow  that  it  would  not  suit  him 
to  pay  it  immediately.  The  father,  who  was  a  man  of 
honour,  reproached  him  with  great  severity  for  his  profligate 
behaviour  in  general,  and  this  scandalous  debt  in  particular, 
which  he  believed  to  be  some  trifle ;  then  giving  him  a  bank 
note  for  five  hundred  pounds,  commanded  him  to  go  and 
discharge  it  without  loss  of  time.  This  well-principled  heir 
took  the  money  ;  but,  instead  of  waiting  upon  his  creditor, 
he  forthwith  repaired  to  the  gaming-house,  in  hopes  of  re¬ 
trieving  his  loss  ;  and,  before  he  rose  from  the  table,  saw  his 
note  mortgaged  for  seven  eighths  of  its  value. 

Meanwhile,  Pickle,  incensed  at  the  treatment  which  his 
servant  had  received,  and  informed  of  his  lordship’s  second 
loss,  which  aggravated  his  resentment,  determined  to  pre¬ 
serve  no  medium ;  and,  taking  out  a  writ  the  same  day,  put 
it  immediately  in  execution  upon  the  body  of  his  debtor,  just 
as  he  stept  into  his  chair  at  the  door  of  White’s  chocolate- 
house.  The  prisoner  being  naturally  fierce  and  haughty, 
attempted  to  draw  upon  the  bailiffs,  who  disarmed  him  in  a 
twinkling;  and  this  effort  served  only  to  heighten  his  dis¬ 
grace,  which  was  witnessed  by  a  thousand  people,  most 
of  whom  laughed  very  heartily  at  the  adventure  of  a  lord’s 
being  arrested. 

Such  a  public  transaction  could  not  long  escape  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  father,  w  ho  that  very  day  had  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  hear  that  his  son  was  in  a  spunging’-house.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  information,  he  Sent  his  steward  to  learn 
the  particulars  of  the  arrest,  and  was  equally  offended,  sur¬ 
prised,  and  concerned,  when  he  understood  the  nature  of 
the  debt,  which  he  imagined  his  son  had  already  discharged. 
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Unwilling  to  pay  such  a  considerable  sum  for  a  spendthrift, 
whom  he  had  but  too  much  indulged,  and  who  in  less  than 
one  week  might  involve  himself  in  such  another  difficulty, 
the  old  gentleman  wrote  a  letter  to  Peregrine,  representing 
what  a  hardship  it  would  be  upon  him  to  forfeit  such  sums 
by  the  indiscretion  of  a  son,  whose  engagements  he  was  not 
bound  to  fulfil,  and  desiring  some  mitigation  in  his  demand, 
as  it  was  not  a  debt  contracted  for  value  received,  but  in¬ 
curred  without  subjecting  him  to  the  least  damage  or  incon¬ 
venience. 

Our  adventurer  no  sooner  received  this  letter,  than  he  went 
in  person  to  wait  upon  the  author,  to  whom  he,  in  a  candid 
manner,  related  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  match, 
together  with  the  ingratitude  and  audacity  of  his  son,  which 
he  owned  had  stimulated  him  to  such  measures  as  he  other¬ 
wise  would  have  scorned  to  take.  The  nobleman  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  revenge  was  hardly  adequate  to  the  provo¬ 
cation,  and  condemned  the  conduct  of  his  son  with  such, 
justice  and  integrity,  as  disarmed  Peregrine  of  his  resent¬ 
ment,  and  disposed  him  to  give  an  undoubted  proof  of  his 
own  disinterestedness,  which  he  immediately  exhibited,  by 
producing  the  note,  and  tearing  it  to  pieces,  after  having 
assured  his  lordship  that  the  writ  should  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  prisoner  discharged  before  night. 

The  earl,  who  perfectly  well  understood  the  value  of  mo¬ 
ney,  and  was  no  stranger  to  the  characters  of  mankind,  stood 
amazed  at  this  sacrifice,  which  Pickle  protested  was  offered 
by  his  esteem  for  his  lordship ;  and,  after  having  compli¬ 
mented  him  upon  his  generosity,  in  a  very  uncommon  strain 
of  encomium,  begged  the  favour  of  his  acquaintance,  and  in¬ 
sisted  upon  his  dining  with  him  next  day.  The  youth,  proud 
of  having  met  with  such  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  him¬ 
self,  in  less  than  an  hour  performed  every  article  of  his  pro¬ 
mise;  and  in  the  morning  was  visited  by  the  debtor,  who 
came,  by  the  express  order  of  his  father,  to  thank  him  for 
the  obligation  under  which  he  was  laid,  and  to  ask  pardon 
for  the  offence  he  had  given. 

This  condescension  was  very  glorious  for  our  hero,  who 
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graciously  received  his  submission,  and  accompanied  him  to 
dinner,  where  he  was  caressed  by  the  old  earl  with  marks  of 
particular  affection  and  esteem.  Nor  was  his  gratitude  con¬ 
fined  to  exterior  civility ;  he  offered  him  the  use  of  his  in¬ 
terest  at  court,  which  was  very  powerful,  and  repeated  his 
desire  of  serving  him  so  pressingly,  that  Peregrine  thought 
lie  could  not  dispense  with  the  opportunity  of  assisting  his 
absent  friend  Godfrey,  in  whose  behalf  he  begged  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  his  lordship. 

The  earl,  pleased  with  this  request,  which  was  another 
proof  of  the  young  gentleman’s  benevolence,  said,  he  would 
not  fail  to  pay  the  utmost  regard  to  his  recommendation ; 
and  in  six  weeks  a  captain’s  commission  was  actually  signed 
for  the  brother  of  Emilia,  who  was  very  agreeably  surprised 
at  the  intimation  he  received  from  the  war-office,  though  he 
was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  canal  through  which  he  obtained 
that  promotion. 


CHAPTER  LXXXV. 

Peregrine  is  celebrated  as  a  wit  and  patron,  and  proceeds  to  enter¬ 
tain  himself  at  the  expence  of  whom  it  did  concern. 

In  the  meantime,  Peregrine  flourished  in  the  gay  scenes  of 
life,  and,  as  I  have  already  observed,  had  divers  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  profiting  in  the  way  of  marriage,  had  not  his  ambi¬ 
tion  been  a  little  too  inordinate,  and  his  heart  still  biassed  by 
a  passion,  which  all  the  levity  of  youth  could  not  balance, 
nor  all  the  pride  of  vanity  overcome.  Nor  was  our  hero  un¬ 
marked  in  the  world  of  letters  and  taste  :  he  had  signalized 
himself  in  several  poetical  productions,  by  which  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  good  share  of  reputation  :  not  that  the  pieces  were 
such  as  ought  to  have  done  much  honour  to  his  genius ;  but 
any  tolerable  performance  from  a  person  of  his  figure  and 
supposed  fortune,  will  always  be  considered  by  the  bulk  of 
readers  as  an  instance  of  astonishing  capacity ;  though  the 
very  same  production,  ushered  into  the  world  with  the  name 
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of  an  author  in  less  affluent  circumstances,  would  be  justly 
disregarded  and  despised;  so  much  is  the  opinion  of  most 
people  influenced  and  overawed  by  ridiculous  considera¬ 
tions. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  our  young  gentleman  was  no  sooner 
distinguished  as  an  author,  than  he  was  marked  out  as  a 
patron  by  all  the  starving  retainers  to  poetry ;  he  was  so¬ 
lemnized  in  odes,  celebrated  in  epigrams,  and  fed  with  the 
milk  of  soft  dedication.  His  vanity  even  relished  this  in¬ 
cense;  and,  though  his  reason  could  not  help  despising  those 
that  offered  it,  not  one  of  them  was  sent  away  unowned  by 
his  munificence.  He  began  to  think  himself,  in  good  earnest, 
that  superior  genius  which  their  flattery  had  described ;  he 
cultivated  acquaintance  with  the  wits  of  fashion,  and  even 
composed  in  secret  a  number  of  bons  mots,  which  he  uttered 
in  company  as  the  impromptus  of  his  imagination.  In  this 
practice  indeed  he  imitated  some  of  the  most  renowned  ge¬ 
niuses  of  the  age,  who,  if  the  truth  were  known,  have  la¬ 
boured  in  secret,  with  the  sweet  of  their  brows,  for  many  a 
repartee  which  they  have  vended  as  the  immediate  produc¬ 
tion  of  fancy  and  expression.  He  was  so  successful  in  this 
exercise  of  his  talents,  that  his  fame  actually  came  in  com¬ 
petition  with  that  great  man  who  had  long  sat  at  the  helm  of 
wit ;  and,  in  a  dialogue  that  once  happened  between  them, 
on  the  subject  of  a  cork-sGrew,  wherein  the  altercation  was 
discharged,  according  to  Bayes,  slap  for  slap,  dash  for  dash, 
our  hero  was  judged  to  have  the  better  of  his  lordship,  by 
some  of  the  minor  satellites,  that  commonly  surround  and 
reflect  the  rays  of  such  mighty  luminaries. 

In  a  word,  he  dipped  himself  so  far  in  these  literary 
amusements,  that  he  took  the  management  of  the  pit  into  his 
directiQn,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  those  critics  who 
call  themselves  the  town ;  and  in  that  capacity  chastised 
several  players,  who  had  been  rendered  insolent  and  refract¬ 
ory  by  unmerited  success.  As  for  the  new  productions  of 
the  stage,  though  generally  unspirited  and  insipid,  they  al¬ 
ways  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  influence  and  protection ;  be¬ 
cause  he  never  disliked  the  performance  so  much  as  he  sym- 
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pathiscd  with  the  poor  author,  who  stood  behind  the  scenes 
in  the  most  dreadful  suspense,  trembling,  as  it  were,  on  the 
very  blink  of  damnation  :  yet,  though  he  extended  his  gene¬ 
rosity  and  compassion  to  the  humble  and  needy,  he  never  let 
slip  one  opportunity  of  mortifying  villany  and  arrogance. 
Had  the  executive  power  of  the  legislature  been  vested  in 
him,  he  would  have  doubtless  devised  strange  species  of 
punishment  for  all  offendcis  against  humanity  and  decorum ; 
but,  restricted  as  he  was,  he  employed  his  invention  in  sub¬ 
jecting  them  to  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of  their  fellow- 
subjects. 

It  was  with  this  view  he  set  on  foot  the  scheme  of  conjura¬ 
tion,  which  was  still  happily  carried  on,  and  made  use  of 
the  intelligence  of  his  friend  Cadwallader ;  though  he  some¬ 
times  converted  this  advantage  to  the  purposes  of  gallantry, 
being,  as  the  reader  may  have  perceived,  of  a  very  amorous 
complexion.  He  hot  only  acted  the  reformer,  or  rather  the 
castigator,  in  the  fashionable  world,  but  also  exercised  his 
talents  among  the  inferior  class  of  people,  who  chanced  to 
incur  his  displeasure. 

One  mischievous  plan  that  entered  our  hero’s  imagination, 
was  suggested  by  two  advertisements  published  in  the  same 
paper,  by  persons  who  wanted  to  borrow  certain  sums  of 
money,  for  which  they  promised  to  give  undeniable  security. 
Peregrine,  from  the  style  and  manner  of  both,  concluded 
they  were  w  ritten  by  attorneys,  a  species  of  people  for  whom 
he  entertained  his  uncle’s  aversion.  In  order  to  amuse  him¬ 
self  and  some  of  his  friends  with  their  disappointment,  he 
wrote  a  letter  signed  A.  B.  to  each  advertiser,  according  to 
the  address  specified  in  the  newspaper,  importing,  that  if 
lie  would  come  with  his  writings  to  a  certain  coffeehouse  near 
the  Temple,  precisely  at  six  in  the  evening,  he  would  find  a 
person  sitting  in  the  right-hand  box  next  to  the  window, 
who  would  be  glad  to  treat  with  him  about  the  subject  of 
his  advertisement ;  and,  should  his  security  be  liked,  would 
accommodate  him  with  the  sum  which  he  wanted  to  raise* 
Before  the  hour  of  this  double  appointment,  Pickle,  with  his 
friend  Cadwallader,  and  a  few  move  gentlemen,  to  whom  he 
5 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


165 


had  thought  proper  to  communicate  the  plan,  went  to  the 
coffeehouse,  and  seated  themselves  near  the  place  that  was 
destined  for  tiieir  meeting. 

The  hope  of  getting  money  had  such  an  evident  effect 
upon  their  punctuality,  that  one  of  them  arrived  a  consider¬ 
able  time  before  the  hour;  and  having  reconnoitred  the 
room,  took  his  station  according  to  the  direction  he  had  re¬ 
ceived,  fixing  his  eye  upon  a  clock  that  stood  before  him, 
and  asking  of  the  bar-keeper,  if  it  was  not  too  slow.  He  had 
not  remained  in  this  posture  many  minutes,  when  he  was 
joined  by  a  strange  figure  that  waddled  into  the  room,  with 
a  bundle  of  papers  in  his  bosom,  and  the  sweet  running  over 
his  nose.  Seeing  a  man  in  the  box  to  which  he  had  been 
directed,  he  took  it  for  granted  he  was  the  lender :  and  as 
soon  as  he  could  recover  his  breath,  which  was  almost  ex¬ 
hausted  by  the  dispatch  he  had  made, — 1  sir,’  said  he,  ‘  1 
presume  you  are  the  gentleman  I  was  to  meet  about  that 
loan.’  Here  he  was  interrupted  by  the  other,  who  eagerly 
replied, — 1  A.  B.  sir,  I  suppose.’  ‘  The  same,’  cried  the  last 
comer,  i  I  was  afraid  I  should  be  too  late ;  for  I  was  detained 
beyond  my  expectation  by  a  nobleman  in  the  other  end  of 
the  town  that  wants  to  mortgage  a  small  trille  of  his  estate, 
about  a  thousand  a-year ;  and  my  watch  happens  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  maker,  having  met  with  an  accident  a  few 
nights  ago,  which  set  it  asleep.  But  howsomevcf,  there  is 
no  time  lost,  and  I  hope  this  affair  will  be  transacted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  us  both.  For  my  own  part,  I  love  to  do  good 
offices  myself,  and  therefore,  I  expect  nothing  but  what  is 
fair  and  honest  of  other  people.’ 

His  new  friend  was  exceedingly  comforted  by  this  declar¬ 
ation,  which  he  considered  as  a  happy  omen  of  his  success; 
and  the  hope  of  fingering  the  cash  operated  visibly  in  his 
countenance,  while  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  meeting 
with  a  person  of  such  candour  and  humanity. — ‘  The  plea¬ 
sure,’  said  lie,’  of  dealing  with  an  easy  conscientious  man, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  superior  to  that  of  touching  all  the  money 
upon  earth ;  for  what  joy  can  be  compared  with  what  a  ge¬ 
nerous  mind  feels  in  befriending  its  fellow-creatures  !  I  was 
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never  so  happy  in  my  life,  as  at  one  time,  in  lending  five 
hundred  pounds  to  a  worthy  gentleman  in  distress,  without 
insisting  upon  rigid  security.  Sir,  one  may  easily  distin¬ 
guish  an  upright  man  by  his  countenance.  For  example 
now,  I  think  I  could  take  your  word  for  ten  thousand 
pounds.’  The  other,  with  great  joy,  protested,  that  he  was 
right  in  his  conjecture,  and  returned  the  compliment  a  thou¬ 
sand  fold :  by  which  means  the  expectation  of  both  was 
wound  up  to  a  very  interesting  pitch ;  and  both,  at  the 
same  instant,  began  to  produce  their  papers,  in  the  untying 
of  which  their  hands  shook  with  transports  of  eagerness  and 
impatience  while  their  eyes  were  so  intent  upon  their  work, 
that  they  did  not  perceive  the  occupation  of  eacli  other. 

At  length,  one  of  them,  having  got  the  start  of  the  other, 
and  unrolled  several  skins  of  musty  parchment,  directed  his 
view  to  the  employment  of  his  friend  ;  and  seeing  him  fumbl¬ 
ing  at  his  bundle,  asked  if  that  was  a  blank  bond  and  con¬ 
veyance  which  he  had  brought  along  with  him.  The  other, 
without  lifting  up  his  eyes,  or  desisting  from  his  endeavours 
to  loose  the  knot,  which  by  this  time  he  had  applied  to  his 
teeth,  answered  this  question  in  the  negative,  observing  that 
the  papers  in  his  hand  were  the  security  which  he  proposed 
to  give  for  the  money. 

This  reply  converted  the  looks  of  the  inquirer  into  a  stare 
of  infinite  solidity,  accompanied  w  ith  the  word,  anan  !  w  hich 
he  pronounced  in  a  tone  of  fear  and  astonishment.  The 
other,  alarmed  at  this  note,  cast  his  eyes  towards  the  sup¬ 
posed  lender,  and  was  in  a  moment  infected  by  his  aspect. 
All  the  exultation  of  hope  that  sparkled  in  their  eyes  was 
now  succeeded  by  disappointment  and  dismay ;  and  while 
they  gazed  ruefully  at  each  other,  their  features  were  gradu¬ 
ally  elongated,  like  the  transient  curls  of  a  middle-row  peri- 
wig. 

This  emphatic  silence  was,  however,  broke  by  the  last 
comer,  who,  in  a  faltering  accent,  desired  the  other  to  re¬ 
collect  the  contents  of  his  letter.  c  Of  your  letter !’  cried  the 
first,  putting  into  his  hand  the  advertisement  he  had  received 
from  Pickle;  which  he  had  no  sooner  perused,  than  he  pro- 
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duced  his  own  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  other  party :  so  that 
another  gloomy  pause  ensued,  at  the  end  of  which,  each 
uttered  a  profound  sigh,  or  rather  groan,  and,  rising  up, 
sneaked  off  without  further  communication ;  he  who  seemed 
to  be  the  most  afflicted  of  the  two,  taking  his  departure,  with 
an  exclamation  of — humbugged,  egad !’ 

Such  were  the  amusements  of  our  hero,  though  they  did 
not  engross  his  whole  time,  some  part  of  which  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  nocturnal  riots  and  revels,  among  a  set  of  young 
noblemen,  who  had  denounced  war  against  temperance,  eco¬ 
nomy,  and  common  sense,  and  were  indeed  the  devoted  sons 
of  tumult,  waste,  and  prodigality.  Not  that  Peregrine  re¬ 
lished  those  scenes,  which  weiea  succession  of  absurd  extra¬ 
vagance,  devoid  of  all  true  spirit,  taste,  or  enjoyment :  but 
his  vanity  prompted  him  to  mingle  with  those  who  were 
entitled  the  choice  spirits  of  the  age ;  and  his  disposition  was 
so  pliable,  as  to  adapt  itself  easily  to  the  measures  of  his  com¬ 
pany,  where  he  had  not  influence  enough  to  act  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  director.  Their  rendezvous  was  at  a  certain  tavern, 
which  might  be  properly  styled  the  temple  of  excess,  where 
they  left  the  choice  of  their  fare  to  the  discretion  of  the  land¬ 
lord,  that  they  might  save  themselves  the  pains  of  exercising 
their  own  reason ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  ad¬ 
justing  the  bill,  ordered  the  waiter  to  declare  how  much 
every  individual  must  pay,  without  specifying  the  articles 
of  the  charge.  This  proportion  generally  amounted  to  two 
guineas  per  head  for  each  dinner  and  supper,  and  frequently 
exceeded  that  sum;  of  which  the  landlord  durst  not  abate, 
without  running  the  risk  of  having  his  nose  slit  for  his  mo¬ 
deration. 

But  this  was  puny  expence  compared  with  that  which 
they  often  incurred,  by  the  damage  done  to  the  furniture  and 
servants,  in  the  madness  of  their  intoxication,  as  well  as  the 
loss  they  sustained  at  hazard,  an  amusement  to  which  all  of 
them  had  recourse  in  the  progress  of  their  debauches.  This 
elegant  diversion  was  introduced,  encouraged,  and  promoted 
by  a  crew  of  rapacious  sharpers,  who  had  made  themselves 
necessary  companions  to  this  hopeful  generation,  by  the  ta- 
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lents  of  pimping  and  buffoonery.  Though  they  were  univcrs* 
ally  known,  even  by  those  they  preyed  upon,  to  have  no 
other  means  of  earning  their  livelihood,  than  the  most  in¬ 
famous  and  fraudulent  practices,  they  were  caressed  and 
courted  by  these  infatuated  dupes,  when  a  man  of  honour, 
who  would  not  join  in  their  excesses,  would  have  been  treated 
with  the  utmost  indignity  and  contempt. 

Though  Peregrine,  in  his  heart,  detested  those  abandoned 
courses,  and  was  a  professed  enemy  to  the  whole  society  of 
gamesters,  whom  he  considered,  and  always  treated,  as  the 
foes  of  human  kind,  he  was  insensibly  accustomed  to  licen¬ 
tious  riot,  and  even  led  imperceptibly  into  play  by  those 
cormorants,  who  are  no  less  dangerous  in  the  art  of  cheating, 
than  by  their  consummate  skill  in  working  upon  the  passions 
of  unwary  youth.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  naturally 
cool,  phlegmatic,  and  crafty;  and,  by  a  long  habit  of  dis¬ 
simulation,  have  gained  an  absolute  dominion  over  the  hasty 
passions  of  the  heart ;  so  that  they  engage  with  manifest  ad¬ 
vantage  over  the  impatience  and  impetuosity  of  a  warm  un¬ 
designing  temper,  like  that  of  our  young  gentleman,  who, 
when  he  was  heated  with  w  ine,  misled  by  example,  invited 
on  one  hand,  and  defied  on  the  other,  forgot  all  his  max¬ 
ims  of  caution  and  sobriety,  and  plunging  into  the  reigning 
folly  of  the  place,  had  frequent  occasions  to  moralize  in. 
the  morning  upon  the  loss  of  the  preceding  night. 

These  penitential  reflections  were  attended  with  many 
laudable  resolutions  of  profiting  by  the  experience  which  he 
had  so  dearly  purchased;  but  he  was  one  of  those  philoso¬ 
phers  who  always  put  off,  till  another  day,  the  commence** 
ment  of  their  reformation. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXVI. 

Peregrine  receives  a  letter  from  Hatchway,  in  consequence  of  which 

he  repairs  to  the  garrison,  and  performs  the  last  offices  to  his  aunt. 

He  is  visited  ly  Mr.  Gauntlet ,  who  invites  him  to  his  marriage. 

In  this  circle  of  amusements  our  hero’s  time  was  parcelled 
out,  and  few  young  gentlemen  of  the  age  enjoyed  life  with 
greater  relish,  notwithstanding  those  intervening  checks  of 
reason,  which  served  only  to  whet  his  appetite  for  a  repetition 
of  the  pleasures  she  so  prudently  condemned  ;  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  (lie  following  letter,  by  which  he  was  determined  to 
visit  his  estate  in  the  country.” 

*  Cousin  Pickle, — I  hope  you  are  in  a  better  trim  than  your 
aunt,  who  hath  been  fast  moored  to  her  bed  those  seven  weeks  by 
several  feet  of  under-water  lodging  in  her  hold  and  hollop,  whereby 
I  doubt  her  planks  are  rotted  so  that  she  cannot  choose  but  fall  to 
pieces  in  a  short  time.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  keep  her 
tight  and  easy,  and  free  from  sudden  squalls  that  might  overstrain 
her.  And  here  have  been  the  doctors,  who  have  skutled  her  lower 
deck,  and  let  out  six  gallons  of  v'ater.  For  my  own  part,  I  won¬ 
der  how  the  devil  it  came  there;  for  you  knew  as  how  it  was  a 
liquor  she  never  took  in.  But  as  for  these  fellows  the  doctors, 
they  are  like  unskilful  carpenters,  that  in  mending  one  leak  make  a 
couple;  and  so  she  fills  again  apace.  But  the  worst  sign  of  all  is 
this  here, — she  won’t  let  a  drop  of  nantz  go  betwixt  the  combings 
of  her  teeth,  and  has  quite  lost  the  1  udder  of  her  understanding, 
whereby  she  yaws  woundily  in  her  speech,  palavering  about  some 
foreign  part  called  the  New  Geereusalem,  and  wishing  herself  in 
a  safe  birth  in  the  river  Geordun.  The  parson,  I  must  say,  strives 
to  keep  her  steady,  concerning  the  navigation  of  her  soul,  and  talks 
very  sensibly  of  charity  and  the  poor,  whereof  she  hath  left  a  le¬ 
gacy  of  two  hundred  pounds  in  her  will.  And  here  has  been  Mr. 
Gamaliel  and  your  brother  my  lord,  demanding  entrance  at  the 
gate,  in  order  to  see  her;  but  I  would  not  suffer  them  to  come 
aboard,  and  pointed  my  patereroes,  which  made  them  sheer  off. 
Your  sister,  Mrs.  Clover,  keeps  close  watch  upon  her  kinswoman, 
without  ever  turning  in,  and  a  kind-hearted  young  woman  it  is.  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  you  at  the  garrison,  if  the  wind  of  your  in¬ 
clination  sits  that  way;  and  mayhap  it  may  be  a  comfort  to  your 
aunt,  to  behold  you  alongside  of  her,  when  her  anchor  is  apeak. 
So  no  more  at  present,  but  rests  your  friend  and  humble  servant 
to  command,  john  hatchway.’. 
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Next  morning,  after  the  receipt  of  this  epistle,  Peregrine, 
in  order  to  manifest  his  regard  to  his  aunt,  as  well  as  his 
friendship  for  honest  Jack,  set  out  on  horseback  for  their 
habitation,  attended  by  Pipes,  who  longed  to  see  his  old 
messmate;  but,  before  he  had  reached  the  garrison,  Mrs. 
Hatchway  had  given  up  the  ghost,  in  the  threescore  and 
fifth  year  of  her  age.  The  widower  seemed  to  bear  his  loss 
with  resignation,  and  behaved  very  decently  upon  the  occa¬ 
sion,  though  he  did  not  undergo  those  dangerous  transports 
of  sorrow,  which  some  tender-hearted  husbands  have  felt  at 
the  departure  of  their  wives.  The  lieutenant  was  naturally  a 
philosopher,  and  so  well  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  dis¬ 
pensations  of  providence,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  emergency  of  his  life,  he  firmly  believed,  that  every 
thing  which  happened  was  for  the  best. 

Peregrine’s  task,  therefore,  was  not  so  great  in  comforting 
him,  as  in  consoling  his  own  sister,  who,  with  great  poig¬ 
nancy  and  sincerity  of  grief,  lamented  the  death  of  the  only 
relation  with  whom  she  had  maintained  any  intimacy  of  cor¬ 
respondence  ;  for  her  mother  was  as  implacable  as  ever,  in 
her  enmity  against  her  and  Peregrine,  and  rather  more  de¬ 
termined  in  her  rancour ;  that  which  was  originally  a  sudden 
transport  of  indignation,  being  by  this  time  settled  into  a 
confirmed  inveteracy  of  hate.  As  for  Gam,  who  was  now 
dignified  by  the  country  people  with  the  appellation  of  the 
young  squire,  he  still  acted  in  the  capacity  of  minister  to  the 
caprice  and  vengeance  of  his  mother,  taking  all  opportunities 
of  disturbing  Julia’s  peace,  slandering  her  reputation,  and 
committing  outrages  against  the  tenants  and  domestics  of  her 
husband,  who  was  a  man  of  a  quiet  and  timorous  dispo¬ 
sition  . 

But  the  chief  amusement  of  young  Pickle,  in  his  later 
years,  was  the  chace,  in  which  he  acquired  some  renown  by 
his  intrepidity  and  remarkable  figure,  which  improved  every 
day  in  deformity;  insomuch,  as  to  suggest  a  ludicrous 
scheme  of  revenge  to  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Having  been  affronted  by  the  insolence  of  Crookback,  he 
clothed  a  large  baboon  that  was  in  his  possession,  in  a  dress 
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that  resembled  the  hunting  equipage  of  Gam ;  and  ordering 
the  animal  to  be  set  astride,  and  tied  upon  the  back  of  his 
keenest  hunter,  turned  them  out  one  day  after  the  hounds. 
The  horse  in  a  little  time  outstripping  all  the  rest  in  the  field, 
the  rider  was  mistaken  for  Gam  by  the  whole  company,  who 
saluted  him  as  he  passed  with  a  halloo,  observing,  that  the 
squire  had  his  usual  good  luck,  in  being  better  mounted  than 
his  neighbours.  Fickle  afterwards  appearing  in  his  own 
person,  created  great  astonishment  in  the  spectators,  one  of 
whom  asked  if  he  had  split  himself  in  twain,  and  pointed 
out  his  representative,  who  was  by  this  time  almost  up  with 
the  hounds :  upon  which  the  identical  Gam  went  in  pursuit 
of  the  impostor.  When  he  overtook  him,  he  was  so  much 
enraged  at  the  counterfeit,  that  he  attacked  the  baboon  whip 
in  hand,  and,  in  all  probability,  would  have  sacrificed  him 
to  his  resentment,  had  not  he  been  prevented  by  the  other  fox- 
hunters.  They  interposed,  in  order  to  make  up  the  difference 
betwixt  two  brothers  of  the  sport,  and  were  equally  surprised 
and  diverted,  when  they  distinguished  the  quality  of  Crook¬ 
back’s  antagonist,  which  they  rescued  from  his  rage,  and 
reconveyed  to  its  master. 

Peregrine,  at  the  request  of  his  friend  Jack,  took  charge 
of  his  aunt’s  funeral,  to  which  his  parents  were  invited, 
though  they  did  not  think  proper  to  appear,  or  pay  the  least 
regard  to  his  solicitations,  when  he  desired  permission  to 
wait  upon  them  in  person.  Nevertheless,  old  Gamaliel,  at 
the  instigation  of  his  wife,  afterw  ards  obtained  an  order  from 
Doctors’  Commons,  obliging  Hatchway  to  produce  the  will 
of  his  wife,  on  the  supposition  that  she  had  bequeathed  to 
him  some  part  of  the  money,  which,  he  knew,  was  at  her 
own  disposal.  But  from  this  step  he  reaped  no  other  satis¬ 
faction  than  that  of  finding  himself  altogether  neglected  by 
the  testatrix,  who  had  left  all  her  effects  to  her  husband, 
except  one  thousand  pounds,  with  her  jew^e,  to  Julia’s 
daughter,  the  benefaction  mentioned  in  the  lieutenant’s  let¬ 
ter,  and  some  inconsiderable  legacies  to  her  favourite  do¬ 
mestics. 

A  few-  days  after  the  interment  of  this  good  lady,  our  hero 
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was  agreeably  surprised  with  a  visit  from  his  friend  Godfrey, 
who  had  come  to  England  in  consequence  of  that  promotion 
which  he  owed  to  his  interest,  though  the  soldier  himself 
placed  it  to  the  credit  of  a  certain  courtier  who  had  formerly 
promised  to  befriend  him,  and  now  finding  his  advancement 
unowned,  very  modestly  arrogated  the  merit  of  it  to  himself. 
He  communicated  his  good  fortune  to  Pickle,  who  compli¬ 
mented  him  upon  it  as  an  event  of  which  he  had  no  precog¬ 
nition  ;  and  at  the  same  time  told  him,  that,  in  consequence 
of  his  preferment,  his  cousin  at  Windsor  had  consented  to  his 
being  immediately  united  in  the  bands  of  wedlock  with  his 
lovely  Sophy  ;  that  the  wedding  day  was  already  fixed  ;  and 
that  nothing  w  ould  be  w  anting  to  his  happiness,  if  Peregrine 
would  honour  the  nuptials  with  his  presence, 

Oiir  hero  accepted  the  invitation  with  great  eagerness, 
when  he  learned  that  Emilia  would  be  there  in  quality  of 
bride’s  maid;  and  now  repeated  wdiat  he  had  formerly 
written  to  his  friend,  namely,  that  he  was  not  only  willing, 
but  extremely  impatient,  to  atone  for  his  mad  behaviour  to 
that  young  lady,  by  laying  himself  and  his  whole  fortune  at 
her  feet.  Godfrey  thanked  him  for  his  honourable  intention, 
and  promised  to  use  his  influence,  and  that  of  Sophy,  in  his 
behalf,  though  he  seemed  dubious  of  their  success,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  sister’s  delicacy,  which  could  not  pardon  the 
least  shallow'  of  disrespect.  He  owned,  indeed,  he  was  not 
certain  that  she  would  appear  in  the  same  company  with 
Pickle  ;  ‘but  as  she  made  no  stipulations  on  that  score,  he 
v'ould  interpret  her  silence  in  the  most  favourable  manner, 
and  keep  her  in  ignorance  of  his  design,  until  she  should 
find  it  too  late  to  retract  with  any  decency.  The  hope  of 
seeing  and  conversing  w  ith  Emilia,  and  perhaps  of  being  re¬ 
conciled  to  her,  after  having  suffered  so  much  and  so  long 
from  her  displeasure,  raised  a  tumult  of  ideas  in  his  breast, 
and  produced  a  strange  inquietude  of  joy  and  perturbation. 
Gauntlet  having  staid  w  ith  him  a  few  days,  and  signified  the 
time  appointed  for  his  spousals,  took  his  leave,  in  order  to 
prepare  for  the  occasion  ;  while  Peregrine,  with  his  friend 
Hatchway,  made  a  tour  among  his  acquaintance  in  the 
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country,  with  a  view  of  sounding  their  inclinations  touching 
a  project  which  he  had  lately  conceived,  of  offering  himself 
as  a  candidate  for  a  certain  borough  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  the  ensuing  election  for  members  of  parliament. 

This  scheme,  which  was  suggested  to  him  by  one  of  his 
quality  patrons,  would  have  succeeded  according  to  his  wish, 
had  the  election  taken  place  immediately  ;  but,  before  that 
happened,  his  interest  was  overbalanced  by  some  small  acci¬ 
dents  that  will  be  recorded  in  the  sequel.  In  the  meantime 
he  repaired  to  Windsor  on  the  eve  of  his  friend’s  marriage, 
and  understood  from  Godfrey  that  it  was  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  he  and  Sophy  could  prevail  upon  his  sister  to  be 
present  at  the  wedding,  when  she  was  informed  that  her 
lover  was  invited  ;  and  that  her  consent  had  not  been  ob¬ 
tained  until  they  had  promised,  on  the  part  of  Peregrine, 
that  he  should  not  renew  the  old  topic,  nor  even  speak  to  her 
in  the  style  of  a  former  acquaintance. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  nettled  at  this  preliminary,  to 
which,  however,  he  said  he  would  adhere;  and  so  well  did 
he  think  himself  fortified  with  pride  and  resentment,  that 
he  resolved  to  behave  towards  her  with  such  indifference,  as 
would,  he  hoped,  mortify  her  vanity,  and  thereby  punish 
her  for  the  implacability  of  her  disposition.  Armed  with 
these  sentiments,  he  was  next  day  introduced  by  Godfrey  to 
the  bride,  who  received  him  with  her  usual  sweetness  of 
temper  and  affability  ;  and  Emilia  being  present,  he  saluted 
Tier  with  a  distant  bow,  which  she  acknowledged  with  a  cold 
courtesy,  and  an  aspect  of  ice.  Though  this  deportment 
confirmed  his  displeasure,  her  beauty  undermined  his  re¬ 
solution  ;  he  thought  her  charms  infinitely  improved  since 
their  last  parting,  and  a  thousand  fond  images  recurring  to 
his  imagination,  he  felt  his  whole  soul  dissolving  into  ten¬ 
derness  and  love. 

In  order  to  banish  those  dangerous  ideas,  he  endeavoured 
to  enter  into  a  gay  conversation  with  Sophy,  on  the  subject 
of  the  approaching  ceremony;  but  his  tongue  performed 
its  office  awkwardly,  his  eyes  were  attracted  towards  Emilia, 
as  if  they  had  been  subject  to  the  power  of  fascination  ;  in 
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spite  of  all  his  efforts,  a  deep  sigh  escaped  from  his  bosom* 
and  his  whole  appearance  indicated  anxiety  and  confusion. 

The  bridegroom,  perceiving  his  condition,  abridged  the 
visit,  and  having  conducted  his  companion  to  his  own 
lodgings,  expressed  his  concern  at  having  been  the  innocent 
occasion  of  his  uneasiness,  by  exposing  him  to  the  sight  of 
Emilia,  which  he  perceived  had  given  him  pain.  Pere¬ 
grine,  who  had  by  this  time  recollected  the  dictates  of  his 
pride,  assured  him,  that  he  was  very  much  mistaken  in 
the  cause  of  his  disorder,  which  was  no  other  than  a  sudden 
qualm,  to  which  he  had  been  for  some  time  subject ;  and  to 
shew  him  how  philosophically  he  could  bear  the  disdain  of 
Emilia,  which,  with  all  deference  to  her  conduct,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  a  little  too  severe,  he  desired,  as  the  bride¬ 
groom  had  made  preparation  for  a  private  ball  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  that  he  would  provide  him  with  an  agreeable  partner  ; 
in  which  case  he  would  exhibit  undoubted  proofs  of  the 
tranquillity  of  his  heart.  4  I  was  in  hopes,’  answered  God¬ 
frey,  4  of  being  able,  with  the  assistance  of  Sophy,  to  make 
up  matters  between  you  and  my  sister,  and  for  that  reason 
kept  her  unengaged  to  any  other  gentleman  for  the  night ; 
but  since  she  was  so  peevishly  obstinate,  I  shall  take  care  to 
accommodate  you  with  a  very  handsome  young  lady,  whose 
partner  will  not  be  sorry  to  exchange  her  for  Emilia.’ 

The  thoughts  of  having  an  opportunity  to  coquette  with 
another  woman,  under  the  eye  of  this  implacable  mistress, 
supported  his  spirits  during  the  ceremony,  which  put 
Gauntlet  in  possession  of  his  heart’s  desire  ;  and,  by  means 
of  this  cordial,  he  found  himself  so  undisturbed  at  dinner, 
though  he  sat  opposite  to  his  fair  enemy,  that  he  was  able  to 
pass  some  occasional  jokes  upon  the  new  married  couple, 
with  some  appearance  of  mirth  and  good  humour.  Nor  did 
Emily  any  otherwise  seem  affected  by  his  presence,  than  by 
excepting  him  from  the  participation  of  those  genial  regards 
which  she  distributed  to  the  rest  of  the  company.  This  easi¬ 
ness  of  behaviour  on  her  side  reinforced  his  resolution, 
by  giving  him  pretence  to  call  her  sensibility  in  question; 
for  he  could  not  conceive  how  any  woman  of  acute  feelings 
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could  sit  unmoved  in  presence  of  a  man  with  whom  she  had 
such  recent  and  intimate  connection ;  not  considering  that 
she  had  much  more  reason  to  condemn  his  affectation  of 
unconcern,  and  that  her  external  deportment  might,  like  his 
own,  be  an  effort  of  pride  and  resentment. 

This  contest,  in  point  of  dissimulation,  continued  till 
night,  when  the  company  was  paired  for  dancing,  and  Pe¬ 
regrine  began  the  ball  by  walking  a  minuet  with  the  bride ; 
then  he  took  out  the  yo  ng  lady  to  whom  he  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  Gauntlet,  being  very  well  pleased  to  see  that  her 
person  was  such  as  might  have  inspired  even  Emily  herself 
with  jealousy,  though,  at  the  same  >  me,  he  perceived  his  mis¬ 
tress  coupled  with  a  gay  young  officer,  whom  (with  all  due 
deference  to  his  own  qualifications)  he  considered  as  no  des¬ 
picable  rival.  However,  he  himself  first  began  hostilities, 
by  becoming  all  of  a  sudden  particular  with  his  partner, 
whom  he  forthwith  assailed  with  flattering  compliments, 
that  soon  introduced  the  subject  of  love,  upon  which  he 
expatiated  with  great  art  and  elocution,  using  not  only  the 
faculty  of  speech,  but  also  the  language  of  the  eyes,  in 
which  he  was  a  perfect  connoisseur. 

This  behaviour  soon  manifested  itself  to  the  whole  assem¬ 
bly,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  believed  that  he  was  in  good 
earnest  captivated  by  the  charms  of  his  partner ;  while 
Emilia,  penetrating  into  his  design,  turned  his  own  artillery 
upon  himself,  *by  seeming  to  listen  with  pleasure  to  the  ad¬ 
dresses  of  his  rival,  who  was  no  novice  in  the  art  of  making 
love:  she  even  affected  uncommon  vivacity,  and  giggled 
aloud  at  every  whisper  which  he  Gonveyed  into  her  ear,  in¬ 
somuch  that  she,  in  her  turn,  afforded  speculation  to  the 
company,  Avho  imagined  the  young  soldier  had  made  a  con¬ 
quest  of  the  bridegroom’s  sister. 

Pickle  himself  began  to  cherish  the  same  opinion,  which 
gradually  invaded  his  good  humour,  and  at  length  filled 
his  bosom  with  rage.  He  strove  to  suppress  his  indignation, 
and  called  every  consideration  of  vanity  and  revenge  to  his 
aid  :  he  endeavoured  to  wean  his  eyes  from  the  fatal  object 
that  disturbed  him,  but  they  would  not  obey  his  direction 
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and  command  :  lie  wished  himself  deprived  of  all  sensation, 
when  he  heard  her  laugh,  and  saw  her  smile  upon  the  offi¬ 
cer;  and,  in  the  course  of  country  dancing,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  join  hands  with  her,  the  touch  thrilled  through 
all  his  nerves,  and  kindled  a  flame  within  him  which  he 
could  not  contain.  In  a  word,  his  endeavours  to  conceal 
the  situation  of  his  thoughts  were  so  violent,  that  his  consti¬ 
tution  could  not  endure  the  shock  ;  the  sweat  ran  down  his 
forehead  in  a  stream,  the  colour  vanished  from  his  checks, 
his  knees  began  to  totter,  and  his  eyesight  to  fail  ;  so  that 
he  must  have  fallen  at  his  full  length  upon  the  floor,  had  not 
he  retired  very  abruptly  into  another  room,  where  he  threw 
himself  upon  a  couch,  and  fainted. 

In  this  condition  he  was  found  by  his  friend,  who,  seeing 
him  withdraw  with  such  symptoms  of  disorder,  followed 
him  thither ;  and,  when  he  recovered  the  use  of  his  facul¬ 
ties,  pressed  him  to  make  use  of  a  bed  in  that  house,  rather 
than  expose  himself  in  the  night  air,  by  going  home  to  his 
own  lodgings ;  but  not  being  able  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
accept  the  oiler,  he  wrapped  him  up  in  a  cloak,  and,  con¬ 
ducting  him  to  the  inn,  where  he  lodged,  helped  him  to 
undress  and  go  to  bed,  where  he  was  immediately  seized 
with  a  violent  fit  of  the  ague.  Godfrey  behaved  with  great 
tenderness,  and  would  have  actually  bore  him  company  all 
night,  notwithstanding  the  circumstances  of  his  own  situa¬ 
tion,  had  not  his  friend  insisted  upon  his  returniug  to  the 
company,  and  making  his  apology  to  his  partner  for  his 
sudden  departure. 

This  was  a  step  absolutely  necessary  towards  maintaining 
the  quiet  of  the  assembly,  which  he  found  in  great  conster¬ 
nation,  occasioned  by  his  absence ;  for  some  of  the  ladies, 
seeing  the  bridegroom  follow  the  stranger  in  his  retreat,  the 
meaning  of  which  they  did  not  comprehend,  began  to  be 
afraid  of  a  quarrel.  Emilia,  upon  pretence  of  that  supposi¬ 
tion,  was  so  much  alarmed,  that  she  could  not  stand,  and 
was  fain  to  have  recourse  to  a  smelling  bottle. 

The  bride,  who  understood  the  whole  mystery,  was  the 
only  person  that  acted  with  deliberation  and  composure; 
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she  imputed  Emilia’s  disorder  to  the  right  cause,  which  was 
no  other  than  concern  for  the  condition  of  her  lover,  and  as- 
s'ured  the  ladies  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  Mr. 
Pickle  s  going  off,  he  being  subject  to  fainting  fits,  by  which 
he  was  often  overtaken  without  any  previous  notice.  The 
arrival  of  Gauntlet  confirmed  the  truth  of  this  declaration  : 
he  made  an  apology  to  the  company  in  the  name  of  his 
friend,  who,  he  told  them,  was  suddenly  taken  ill ;  and  they 
returned  to  their  diversion  of  dancing,  with  this  variation  : 
Emilia  was  so  disordered  and  fatigued,  that  she  begged  to 
be  excused  from  continuing  the  exercise ;  and  Peregrine’s 
partner  being  disengaged,  was  paired  with  the  young  officer, 
for  whom  she  was  originally  designed. 

Meanwhile  the  bride  withdrew  into  another  apartment 
with  her  sister,  and  expostulated  with  her  upon  her  cruelty 
to  Mr.  Pickle,  assuring  her,  from  Godfrey’s  information, 
that  he  had  undergone  a  severe  fit  on  her  account,  which, 
in  all  likelihood,  would  have  a  dangerous  effect  upon  his 
constitution.  Though  Emily  was  inflexible  in  her  answers 
to  the  kind  remonstrances  of  the  gentle  Sophy,  her  heart 
was  melting  with  the  impressions  of  pity  and  love ;  and 
finding  herself  unable  to  perform  the  duty  of  her  function, 
in  putting  the  bride  to  bed,  she  retired  to  her  own  chamber, 
and  in  secret  sympathised  with  the  distemper  of  her  lover. 

Jn  the  morning,  as  early  as  decency  would  permit  him  to 
leave  the  arms  of  his  dear  wife,  Captain  Gauntlet  made  a 
visit  to  Peregrine,  who  had  passed  a  very  tedious  and  uneasy 
night,  having  been  subject  to  short  intervals  of  delirium, 
during  which  Pipes  had  found  it  very  difficult  to  keep  him 
fast  belayed.  lie  owned  indeed  to  Godfrey,  that  his  imagin¬ 
ation  haclbt-en  haunted  by  the  ideas  of  Emilia  and  her  officer, 
which  tormented  him  to  an  unspeakable  degree  of  anguish 
and  distraction  ;  and  that  he  would  rather  suffer  death  than 
a  repetition  of  such  excruciating  reflections.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  comforted  by  his  friend,  who  assured  him,  that  his 
sister's  inclinations  would  in  time  prevail  over  all  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  resentment  and  pride,  illustrating  this  asseveration 
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by  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  she  was  affected  by 
he  knowledge  of  his  disorder,  and  advising-  him  to  implore 
the  mediation  of  Sophy,  in  a  letter  which  she  should  com¬ 
municate  to  Emilia. 

This  was  an  opportunity  which  our  hero  thought  too  favour¬ 
able  to  be  neglected  ;  calling  for  paper,  he  sat  up  in  his  bed, 
and,  in  the  first  transports  of  his  emotion,  wrote  the  following 
petition  to  Godfrey’s  amiable  wife. — 

‘  dear  madam, — The  affliction  of  a  contrite  heart  can  never 
appeal  to  your  benevolence  in  vain,  and  therefore  I  presume  to  ap¬ 
proach  you  in  this  season  of  delight  with  the  language  of  sorrow, 
requesting  that  you  will  espouse  the  cause  of  an  unhappy  lover,  who 
mourns  with  unutterable  anguish  over  his  ruined  hope,  and  inter¬ 
cede  for  my  pardon  with  that  divine  creature,  whom,  in  the  intem¬ 
perance  and  excess  of  passion,  I  have  so  mortally  offended.  Good 
heaven  !  is  my  guilt  inexpiable  ?  Am  I  excluded  from  all  hope  of 
remission  5  Am  I  devoted  to  misery  and  despair  ?  I  have  offered 
all  the  atonement  -which  the  most  perfect  and  sincere  penitence 
could  suggest,  and  she  rejects  my  humility  and  repentance.  If  her 
resentment  would  pursue  me  to  the  grave,  let  her  signify  her  plea¬ 
sure  ;  and  may  I  be  branded  with  the  name  of  villain,  and  re¬ 
membered  with  infamy  and  detestation  to  all  posterity,  if  I  hesitate 
one  moment  in  sacrificing  a  life  which  is  odious  to  Emilia.  Ah  ! 
madam,  while  I  thus  pour  forth  the  effusions  of  my  grief  and  dis¬ 
traction,  I  look  around  the  apartment  in  which  1  lie,  and  every 
well-known  object  that  salutes  my  view,  recals  to  my  remembrance 
that  fond,  that  happy  day  in  which  the  fair,  the  good,  the  tender¬ 
hearted  Sophy  became  my  advocate,  though  I  was  a  stranger  to  her 
•acquaintance,  and  effected  a  transporting  reconciliation  between  me 
and  that  same  enchanting  beauty,  that  is  now  so  implacably  incens¬ 
ed.  If  she  is  not  satisfied  with  the  pangs  of  remorse  and  disap¬ 
pointment,  the  transports  of  madness  I  have  undergone,  let  her  pre¬ 
scribe  what  farther  penance  she  thinks  I  ought  to  endure,  and  when 
I  decline  her  sentence,  let  me  be  the  object  of  her  eternal  disdain. 

‘  I  commit  myself,  dear  madam  !  dear  Sophy  !  dear  partner  of 
my  friend  !  to  your  kind  interposition.  I  know  you  will  manage 
my  cause,  as  a  concern  on  which  my  happiness  entirely  depends ; 
and  I  hope  every  thing  from  your  compassion  and  beneficence, 
while  I  fear  every  thing  from  her  rigour  and  barbarity.  Yes  !  I 
call  it  barbarity,  a  savageness  of  delicacy  altogether  inconsistent 
with  the  tenderness  of  human  nature  ;  and  may  the  most  abject 
contempt  be  my  portion,  if  I  live  under  its  scourge  !  But  I  begin  to 
rave.  I  conjurelyou  by  your  own  humanity  and  sweetness  of  dis- 
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position,  I  conjure  you  by  your  love  for  the  man  whom  Heaven 
hath  decreed  your  protector,  to  employ  your  influence  with  that 
angel  of  wrath,  in  behalf  of  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

p.  pickle.’ 

This  epistle  was  immediately  transmitted  by  Godfrey  to 
liis  wife,  who  perused  it  with  marks  of  the  most  humane 
sympathy ;  and,  carrying  it  into  her  sister’s  chamber, — 
4  here  is  something,’  said  she,  presenting  the  paper,  4  which 
I  must  recommend  to  your  serious  attention.’  Emilia,  who 
immediately  guessed  the  meaning  of  this  address,  absolutely 
refused  to  look  upon  it,  or  even  to  hear  it  read,  till  her  bro¬ 
ther,  entering  her  apartment,  reprimanded  her  sharply  for 
her  obstinacy  and  pride,  accused  her  of  folly  and  dissimula¬ 
tion,  and  entered  so  warmly  into  the  interests  of  his  friend, 
that  she  thought  him  unkind  in  his  remonstrances,  and, 
bursting  into  a  flood  of  tears,  reproached  him  w  ith  partiality 
and  want  of  affection.  Godfrey,  who  entertained  the  most 
perfect  love  and  veneration  for  his  sister,  asked  pardon  for 
having  given  offence,  and  kissing  the  drops  from  her  fair 
eyes,  begged  she  would,  for  his  sake,  listen  to  the  declaration 
of  his  friend. 

Thus  solicited,  she  could  not  refuse  to  hear  the  letter, 
which,  when  he  had  repeated,  she  lamented  her  own  fate,  in 
being  the  occasion  of  so  much  uneasiness,  desired  her  brother  to 
assure  Mr.  Pickle  that  she  was  not  a  voluntary  enemy  to  his 
peace ;  on  the  contrary,  she  wished  him  all  happiness,  though 
she  hoped  he  would  not  blame  her  for  consulting  her  own,  in 
avoiding  any  future  explanation  or  connection  with  a  person 
whose  correspondence  she  found  herself  under  a  necessity  to 
renounce. 

In  vain  did  the  new-married  couple  exhaust  their  elo¬ 
quence  in  attempting  to  prove,  that  the  reparation  which 
our  hero  had  offered  was  adequate  to  the  injury  she  had  sus¬ 
tained  ;  that,  in  reconcilng  herself  to  a  penitent  lover,  who 
subscribed  to  her  ow  n  terms  of  submission,  her  honour  u-ould 
be  acquitted  by  the  most  scrupulous  and  severe  judges  of  de¬ 
corum  ;  and  that  her  inflexibility  would  be  justly  ascribed 
to  the  pride  and  insensibility  of  her  heart.  She  turned  a 
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deaf  ear  to  all  their  arguments,  exhortations,  and  entreaties, 
and  threatened  to  leave  the  house  immediately,  if  they  w  ould 
not  promise  to  drop  that  subject  of  discourse. 

Godfrey,  very  much  chagrined  at  the  bad  success  of  his 
endeavours,  returned  to  his  friend,  and  made  as  favourable  a 
report  of  the  affair,  as  the  nature  of  his  conversation  with 
Emilia  would  permit ;  but  as  he  could  not  avoid  mentioning 
her  resolution  in  the  close,  Peregrine  was  obliged  to  drink 
again  the  bitter  draught  of  disappointment,  which  put  his 
passions  into  such  a  state  of  agitation,  as  produced  a  short 
ecstacy  of  despair,,  in  which  he  acted  a  thousand  extrava¬ 
gancies.  This  paroxysm,  however,  soon  subsided  into  a 
settled  reserve  of  gloomy  resentment,  which  he  in  secret  in¬ 
dulged,  detaching  himself  as  soon  as  possible  from  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  soldier,  on  pretence  of  retiring  to  rest. 

While  he  lay  ruminating  upon  the  circumstances  of  his 
present  situation,  his  friend  Pipes,  who  knew  the  cause  of  his 
anxiety,  and  firmly  believed  that  Emilia  loved  his  master  in 
her  heart,  howsoever  she  might  attempt  to  disguise  her  senti¬ 
ments  ;  I  say,  Thomas  was  taken  with  a  conceit  which  he 
thought  would  set  every  thing  to  rights,  and  therefore  put  it 
in  execution  without  tarther  delay.  Laying  aside  his  hat, 
he  ran  directly  to  the  house  of  Sophy’s  father,  and,  affecting 
an  air  of  surprise  and  consternation,  to  which  he  had  never 
before  been  subject,  thundered  at  the  door  with  such  an 
alarming  knock,  as  in  a  moment  brought  the  whole  family 
into  the  hall-  When  he  was  admitted  he  began  to  gape, 
stare,  and  pant  at  the  same  time,  and  made  no  reply,  when 
Godfrey  asked  what  was  the  matter,  till  Mrs.  Gauntlet  ex¬ 
pressed  her  apprehensions  about  his  master.  When  Pickle  s 
name  was  mentioned,  he  seemed  to  make  an  effort  to  speak, 
and,  in  a  bellowing  tone,  pronounced,— 4  brought  himself 
up,  split  my  topsails !’  So  saying,  he  pointed  to  his  own 
neck,  and  rose  upon  his  tiptoes,  by  way  of  explaining  the 

meaning  of  his  words. 

Godfrey,  without  staying  to  ask  another  question,  rushed 
out,  and  flew  towards  the  inn,  with  the  utmost  horror  and 
concern ;  while  Sophy,  who  did  not  rightly  understand  the 
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language  of  the  messenger,  addressing  herself  to  him  a  second 
time,  said,  with  great  earnestness, — 4  I  hope  no  accident  has 
happened  to  Mr.  Pickle?’  4  No  accident  at  all’  replied 
Tom,  4  he  has  only  hanged  himself  for  love.’  These  words 
had  scarce  proceeded  from  his  mouth,  when  Emilia,  who 
stood  listening  at  the  parlour  door,  shrieked  aloud,  and  drop¬ 
ped  down  senseless  upon  the  floor ;  while  her  sister,  who  was 
almost  equally  shocked  at  the  intelligence,  had  recourse  to 
the  assistance  of  her  maid,  by  whom  she  was  supported 
from  falling. 

Pipes  hearing  Emily’s  voice,  congratulated  himself  upon 
the  success  of  the  stratagem.  He  sprung  to  her  assistance, 
and,  lifting  her  up  into  an  easy  chair,  stood  by  her,  until  he 
saw  her  recover  from  her  swoon,  and  heard  her  call  upon  his 
master’s  name,  with  all  the  frenzy  of  despairing  love.  Then 
he  bent  his  course  back  to  the  inn,  overjoyed  at  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  telling  Peregrine  what  a  confession  he  had  extorted 
from  his  mistress,  and  extremely  vain  of  this  proof  of  his 
own  sagacity. 

In  the  meantime,  Godfrey,  arriving  at  the  house  in  which 
he  supposed  this  fatal  catastrophe  had  happened,  ran  up 
stairs  to  Peregrine  s  chamber,  without  staying  to  make  any 
inquiry  below ;  and,  finding  the  door  locked,  burst  it  open 
with  one  stroke  of  his  foot.  But  what  was  his  amazement, 
when,  upon  entrance,  our  hero,  starting  up  from  the  bed, 
saluted  him  with  a  boisterous  exclamation  of, — 4  zounds! 
who  s  there  !  He  was  struck  dumb  with  astonishment, 
which  also  rivetted  him  to  the  place  where  he  stood,  scarce 
crediting  the  testimony  of  his  own  senses,  till  Peregrine,  with 
an  air  of  discontent,  which  denoted  him  displeased  with  his 
intrusion,  dispelled  his  apprehension  by  a  second  address, 
saying, — 4  I  see  you  consider  me  as  a  friend,  by  your  using 
me  without  ceremony.’ 

The  soldier,  thus  convinced  of  the  falsehood  of  the  in¬ 
formation  he  had  received,  began  to  imagine,  that  Pickle 
had  projected  the  plan  which  was  executed  by  his  servant ; 
and  looking  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  unjustifiable  finesse,  which 
might  be  attended  with  very  melancholy  consequences  to  his 

MS 


164 


THE  AnVEXTCRES  OF 


sister  or  wife,  lie  answered,  in  a  supercilious  tone,  that  Mr. 
Pickle  must  blame  himself  for  the  interruption  of  his  repose, 
which  was  entirely  owing  to  the  sorry  jest  he  had  set  on  foot. 

Pickle,  who  was  the  child  of  passion,  and  more  than  half 
mad  with  impatience  before  this  visit,  hearing  himself  treat¬ 
ed  in  such  a  cavalier  manner,  advanced  close  up  to  Godfrey’s 
breast,  and  assuming  a  stem,  or  rather  frantic  countenance, 

'  — c  hark  ye,rsir,’  said  he, 1  you  are  mistaken  if  yon  think  I 
jest ;  I  am  in  downright  earnest,  I  assure  you.’  Gauntlet, 
who  was  not  a  man  to  be  browbeaten,  seeing  himself  thus 
bearded  by  a  person  of  whose  conduct  he  had,  he  thought, 
reason  to  complain,  put  on  his  military  look  of  defiance,  and 
erecting  his  chest,  replied  w  ith  an  exalted  voice, — ‘  Mr.  Pickle, 
whether  you  was  in  jest  or  earnest,  you  must  give  me  leave 
to  tell  you,  that  the  scheme  was  childish,  unseasonable,  and 
unkind,  not  to  give  it  an  harsher  term.’  ‘  Death,  sir,’  cried 
our  adventurer,  £  you  trifle  with  my  disquiet ;  if  there  is 
any  meaning  in  your  insinuation,  explain  yourself,  and  then 
I  shall  know  what  answer  it  will  befit  me  to  give.’  ‘  I  came 
with  very  different  sentiments,’  resumed  the  soldier,  ‘  but 
since  you  urge  me  to  expostulation,  and  behave  with  such 
unprovoked  loftiness  of  displeasure,  I  will,  without  circum¬ 
locution,  tax  you  with  having  committed  an  outrage  upon 
the  peace  of  my  family,  in  sending  your  fellow  to  alarm  us 
with  such  an  abrupt  account  of  your  having  done  violence 
upon  yourself.’  Peregrine,  confounded  at  this  imputation, 
stood  silent,  with  a  most  savage  aspect  of  surprise,  eager  to 
know  the  circumstance  to  which  his  accuser  alluded,  and 
incensed  to  find  it  beyond  the  sphere  of  his  comprehension. 

While  these  two  irritated  friends  stood  fronting  each  other 
with  mutual  indignation  in  their  eyes  and  attitudes,  they 
were  joined  by  Pipes,  who,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of 
the  situation  in  which  he  found  them,  told  his  master,  that 
he  might  up  with  the  top-gallant  masts  of  his  heart,  and  out 
with  his  rejoicing  pendants  ;  for  as  to  Mrs.  Emily,  he  had 
clapped  her  helm  a-weather,  the  vessel  wore,  and  now  she 
was  upon  the  other  tack,  standing  right  into  the  harbour  of 
his  good-will. 
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Peregrine,  who  was  not  yet  a  connoisseur  in  the  terras  of 
his  lacquej',  commanded  him,  upon  pain  of  his  displeasure, 
to  be  more  explicit  in  his  intelligence  ;  and,  by  dint  of  divers 
questions,  obtained  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  scheme  which 
he  had  put  in  execution  for  his  service.  This  information 
perplexed  him  not  a  little ;  he  would  have  chastised  his 
servant  upon  the  spot,  for  his  temerity,  had  he  not  plainly 
perceivod  that  the  fellow’s  intention  was  to  promote  his  ease 
and  satisfaction  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  knew  not 
how  to  acquit  himself  of  the  suspicion  which  he  saw  God¬ 
frey  entertain  of  his  being  the  projector  of  the  plan,  with¬ 
out  condescending  to  an  explanation,  which  his  present  dis¬ 
position  could  not  brook.  After  some  pause,  however,  turn¬ 
ing  to  Pipes  with  a  severe  frown, — ‘  rascal,’  said  he,  £  this 
is  the  second  time  I  have  suffered  in  the  opinion  of  that 
lady,  by  your  ignorance  and  presumption ;  if  ever  3  011  in¬ 
termeddle  in  my  affairs  tor  the  future,  w  ithout  express  order 
and  direction,  by  all  that’s  sacred  !  I  will  put  you  to  death 
without  mercy.  Away,  and  let  my  horse  be  saddled  this 
instant.’ 

Pipes  having  withdrawn,  in  order  to  perform  this  piece  of 
duty,  our  young  gentleman,  addresssing  himself  agaiu  to  the 
soldier,  and  laying  his  hand  upon  his  breast,  said,  with  a 
solemnity  of  regard, — ‘  Captain  Gauntlet,  upon  my  honour, 
I  am  altogether  innocent  of  that  shallow  device  which  you 
impute  to  my  invention  ;  and  I  don’t  think  you  do  justice 
either  to  my  intellects  or  honour,  in  supposing  me  capable 
of  such  insolent  absurdity.  As  for  your  sister,  I  have  once 
in  ray  life  affronted  her  in  the  madness  and  impetuosity  of 
desire;  but  I  have  made  such  acknowledgments,  and  offered 
such  atonement,  as  few  women  of  her  sphere  w  ould  have  re¬ 
fused  ;  and,  before  God,  I  am  determined  to  endure  every 
torment  of  disappointment  and  despair,  rather  than  prostrate 
myself  again  to  the  cruelty  of  her  unjustifiable  pride.’  So 
saying,  he  stalked  suddenly  down  stairs,  and  took  horse  im¬ 
mediately,  his  spirits  being  supported  by  resentment,  which 
prompted  him  to  vow  within  himself,  that  he  would  seek 
consolation  for  the  disdain  of  Emilia,  in  the  possession  of  the 
first  willing  wench  he  should  meet  upon  the  road. 
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While  he  set  out  for  the  garrison  with  these  sentiments, 
Gauntlet,  in  a  suspense  between  anger,  shame,  anil  concern, 
returned  to  the  house  of  his  father-in-law,  where  he  found 
his  sister  still  violently  agitated  from  the  news  of  Peregrine’s 
death  ;  the  mystery  of  which  he  forthwith  unrivalled,  re¬ 
counting  at  the  same  time  the  particulars  of  the  conversation 
which  had  happened  at  the  inn,  and  describing  the  demean¬ 
our  of  Pickle  with  some  expression  of  asperity,  which  were 
neither  agreeable  to  Emilia,  nor  approved  by  the  gentle 
Sophy,  who  tenderly  chid  him,  for  allowing  Peregrine  to 
depart  in  terms  of  misunderstanding. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVII. 

Peregrine  sets  out  for  the  garrison,  and  meets  with  a  nymph  of  the 
road,  whom  he  takes  into  keeping,  and  metamorphoses  into  a  fine 
lady. 

Jn  the  meantime,  our  hero  jogged  along  in  a  profound 
reverie,  which  was  disturbed  by  a  beggar-woman  and  her 
daughter,  who  solicited  him  for  alms,  as  he  passed  them  on 
the  road.  The  girl  was  about  the  age  of  sixteen,  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  wretched  equipage  in  which  she  appeared, 
exhibited  to  his  view  a  set  of  agreeable  features,  enlivened 
with  the  complexion  of  health  and  cheerfulness.  The  re¬ 
solution  I  have  already  mentioned  was  still  warm  in  his 
imagination  ;  and  he  looked  upon  this  young  mendicant  as 
a  very  proper  object  for  the  performance  of  his  vow.  He 
therefore  entered  into  a  conference  with  the  mother,  and  for 
a  small  sum  of  money  purchased  her  property  in  the  wench, 
who  did  not  require  much  courtship  and  intreaty,  before  she 
consented  to  accompany  him  to  any  place  that  he  should  ap¬ 
point  for  her  habitation. 

This  contract  being  settled  to  his  satisfaction,  he  ordered 
Pipes  to  seat  his  acquisition  behind  him  upon  the  crupper, 
and,  alighting  at  the  first  public  house  which  they  found 
upon  the  road,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Hatchway,  desiring  him 
to  receive  this  hedge  inamorata,  and  direct  her  to  be  cleaned 
and  clothed  in  a  decent  manner,  with  all  expedition,  so  that 
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she  should  be  touchable  upon  his  arrival,  which ’(on  that  ac¬ 
count)  he  would  defer  for  the  space  of  one  day.  This  billet, 
together  with  the  girl,  he  committed  to  the  charge  of  Pipes, 
after  having  laid  strong  injunctions  upon  him  to  abstain 
from  all  attempts  upon  her  chastity,  and  ordered  him  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  garrison,  while  lie  himself 
crossed  the  country  to  a  market  town,  where  he  proposed  to 
spend  the  night. 

Tom,  thus,  cautioned,  proceeded  with  his  charge,  and, 
being  naturally  taciturn,  opened  not  his  lips,  until  he  had 
performed  the  best  half  of  his  journey.  But  Thomas,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  irony  appearance,  was  in  reality  composed  of 
flesh  and  blood.  His  desire  being  titillated  by  the  contact 
of  a  buxom  wench,  whose  right  arm  embraced  his  middle  as 
lie  rode,  his  thoughts  began  to  mutiny  against  his  master, 
and  he  found  it  almost  impossible  to  withstand  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  making  love. 

Nevertheless,  he  wrestled  with  these  rebellious  suggestions 
with  all  the  reason  that  heaven  had  enabled  him  to  exert ;  and 
that  being  totally  overcome,  his  victorious  passion  suddenly 
broke  out  in  this  address: — i  ’sblood  !  I  believe  master  thinks 
I  have  no  more  stuff  in  my  body  than  a  dried  haddock,  to 
turn  me  adrift  in  the  dark  with  such  a  spanker.  D’ye  think 
he  don’t,  my  dear  ?’  To  this  question  his  fellow-traveller 
replied, — s  swanker  anan!’  And  the  lover  resumed  his  suit, 
saying, — ‘  oons!  how  you  tickle  my  timber!  something 
shoots  from  your  arm,  through  my  stowage,  to  the  very 
keel-stone.  Ha’nt  you  not  quick-silver  in  your  hand?’ 
‘  Quick-silver !’  said  the  lady,  ‘  damn  the  silver  that  has 
crossed  my  hand  this  month.  D’ye  think,  if  I  had  silver,  I 
shouldn’t  buy  me  a  smock  !’  ‘  Adsooks !  you  baggage,’ 

cried  the  lover,  1  you  shouldn’t  want  a  smock  nor  a  petti¬ 
coat  neither,  if  you  could  have  a  kindness  for  a  true-hearted 
sailor,  as  sound  and  strong  as  a  nine-inch  cable,  that  would 
keep  all  clear  above  board,  and  every  thing  snug  under  the 
hatches.’  1  Curse  your  gum,’  said  the  charmer,  ‘  what’s 
your  gay  balls  and  your  hatchets  to  me?’  ‘  Do  but  let  us 
bring  to  a  little,’  answered  the  woer,  Avhose  appetite  was  by 
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this  time  whetted  to  a  most  ravenous  degree,  £  and  I’ll  teach 
you  to  box  the  compass,  my  dear.  Ah  !  you  strapper,  what 

a  jolly  b - you  are  !’  ‘  B - ,’  exclaimed  this  modern 

dulcinea,  incensed  at  the  opprobrious  term,  ‘  such  a  b- - 

as  your  mother,  you  dog.  Damn  you,  I’ve  a  good  mind  to 
box  your  jaws  instead  of  your  comepiss.  I’ll  let  you  know  as 
how  f  am  meat  for  your  master,  you  saucy  blackguard.  You 
are  worse  than  a  dog,  you  old  flinty-faced  flea-bitten  scrub  : 
a  dog  wears  his  own  coat,  but  you  wear  your  master’s.’ 

Such  a  torrent  of  disgraceful  epithets  from  a  person  who 
had  no  clothes  at  all,  converted  the  gallant’s  love  into  choler, 
and  he  threatened  to  dismount  and  seize  her  to  a  tree,  when 
she  should  have  a  taste  of  his  cat-o’-nine-tails  athwart  her 
quarters  ;  but,  instead  of  being  intimidated  by  his  menaces, 
she  set  him  at  defiance,  and  held  forth  with  such  a  flow  of 
eloquence,  as  would  have  entitled  her  to  a  considerable  share 
of  reputation,  even  among  the  nymphs  of  Billingsgate ;  for 
this  young  lady,  over  and  above  a  natural  genius  for  alter¬ 
cation,  had  her  talents  cultivated  among  the  venerable  so¬ 
ciety  of  weeders,  podders,  and  hoppers,  with  whom  she  had 
associated  from  her  tender  years.  No  wonder  then,  that  she 
soon  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  Pipes,  who  (as  the 
reader  may  have  observed)  was  very  little  addicted  to  the 
exercise  of  speech  :  indeed  he  was  utterly  disconcerted  by 
her  volubility  of  tongue ;  and  being  altogether  unfurnished 
with  answers  to  the  distinct  periods  of  her  discourse,  very 
wisely  chose  to  save  himself  the  expence  of  breath  and  ar¬ 
gument,  by  giving  her  a  full  swing  of  cable,  so  that  she 
might  bring  herself  up ;  while  he  rode  onwards,  in  silent 
composure,  without  taking  any  more  notice  of  his  fair  fel¬ 
low-traveller,  than  if  she  had  been  his  master’s  cloak-bag. 

In  spite  of  all  the  dispatch  he  could  make,  it  was  late  be¬ 
fore  he  arrived  at  the  garrison,  where  he  delivered  the  letter 
and  the  lady  to  the  lieutenant,  who  no  sooner  understood 
the  intention  of  his  friend,  than  he  ordered  all  the  tubs  in 
the  house  to  be  carried  into  the  hall,  and  filled  with  water. 
Tom  having  provided  himself  with  swabs  and  brushes,  di¬ 
vested  the  fair  stranger  of  her  variegated  drapery,  which 

3 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


187 


was  immediately  committed  to  the  flames,  and  performed 
upon  her  soft  and  sleek  person  the  ceremony  of  scrubbing, 
as  it  is  practised  on  board  of  the  king’s  ships  of  war.  Yet 
the  nymph  herself  did  not  submit  to  this  purification  with¬ 
out  repining.  She  cursed  the  director,  who  was  upon  the 
spot,  with  many  abusive  allusions  to  his  wooden  leg  ;  and 
as  for  Pipes,  the  operator,  she  employed  her  talons  so  effec¬ 
tually  upon  his  face,  that  the  blood  ran  over  his  nose  in  sun¬ 
dry  streams ;  and  next  morning,  when  those  rivulets  were 
dry,  his  countenance  resembled  the  rough  bark  of  a  plumb- 
tree,  plastered  with  gum.  Nevertheless  he  did  his  duty 
with  great  perseverance,  cut  off  her  hair  close  to  the  scalp, 
handled  his  brushes  with  dexterity,  applied  his  swabs  of 
different  magnitude  and  texture,  as  the  case  required  ;  and, 
lastly,  rinced  the  whole  body  with  a  dozen  pales  of  cold 
water  discharged  upon  her  head. 

These  ablutions  being  executed,  he  dried  her  with  towels, 
accommodated  her  with  a  clean  shift,  and,  acting  the  part  of 
a  valet  de  chambre,  clothed  her  from  head  to  foot,  in  clean 
and  decent  apparel  which  had  belonged  to  Mrs.  Hatchway  ; 
by  which  means  her  appearance  was  altered  so  much  for  the 
better,  that  when  Peregrine  arrived  next  day,  he  could 
scarce  believe  his  own  eyes.  He  was,  for  that  reason,  ex¬ 
tremely  well  pleased  with  his  purchase,  and  now  resolved  to 
indulge  a  whim,  which  seized  him  at  the  very  instant  of  his 
arrival. 

He  had  (as  I  believe  the  reader  will  readily  allow)  made 
considerable  progress  in  the  study  of  character,  from  the 
highest  rank  to  the  most  humble  station  of  life,  and  found 
it  diversified  in  the  same  manner,  through  every  degree  of 
subordination  and  precedency :  nay,  he  moreover  observed, 
that  the  conversation  of  those  who  are  dignified  with  the 
appellation  of  polite  company,  is  neither  more  edifying  nor 
entertaining  than  that  which  is  met  with  among  the  lower 
classes  of  mankind  ;  and  that  the  only  essential  difference, 
in  point  of  demeanour,  is  the  form  of  an  education,  which 
the  meanest  capacity  can  acquire,  without  much  study  or 
application.  Possessed  of  this  notion,  he  determined  to 
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take  the  young  mendicant  under  his  own  tutorage  and  in¬ 
struction.  In  consequence  of  which,  he  hoped  he  should, 
In  a  few  weeks,  be  able  to  produce  her  in  company,  as  an 
accomplished  young  lady  of  uncommon  wit,  and  an  excel¬ 
lent  understanding. 

This  extravagant  plan  he  forthwith  began  to  execute 
with  great  eagerness  and  industry  ;  and  his  endeavours  suc¬ 
ceeded  even  beyond  his  expectation.  The  obstacle,  in  sur¬ 
mounting  of  which  he  found  the  greatest  difficulty,  was  an 
Inveterate  habit  of  swearing,  which  had  been  indulged  from 
Iier  infancy,  and  confirmed  by  the  example  of  those  among 
whom  she  had  lived.  However,  she  had  the  rudiments  of 
good  sense  from  nature,  which  taught  her  to  listen  to  whole¬ 
some  advice,  and  was  so  docile  as  to  comprehend  and  re¬ 
tain  the  lessons  which  her  governor  recommended  to  her  at¬ 
tention  ;  insomuch,  that  he  ventured,  in  a  few  days,  to  pre¬ 
sent  her  at  table,  among  a  set  of  country  squires,  to  whom 
she  was  introduced  as  niece  to  the  lieutenant.  In  that  capa¬ 
city  she  sat  with  becoming  easiness  of  mien  (for  she  was  as 
void  of  the  mauvaise  honte  as  any  duchess  in  the  land), 
bowed  very  graciously  to  the  compliments  of  the  gentlemen; 
and  though  she  said  little  or  nothing,  because  she  was  pre¬ 
viously  cautioned  on  that  score,  she  more  than  once  gave 
way  to  laughter,  and  her  mirth  happened  to  be  pretty  well 
timed.  In  a  word,  she  attracted  the  applause  and  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  guests,  w  ho  after  she  was  w  ithdrawn,  compli¬ 
mented  Mr.  Hatchway  upon  the  beauty,  breeding,  and  good 
Sumour,  of  his  kinswoman. 

But  what  contributed  more  than  any  other  circumstance 
to  her  speedy  improvement,  was  some  small  insight  into  the 
primer  which  she  had  acquired  at  a  day-school  during  the 
life  of  her  father,  who  was  a  day  labourer  in  the  country. 
Upon  this  foundation  did  Peregrine  build  a  most  elegant  su- 
perstucturc  ;  he  culled  out  choice  sentences  from  Shakespeare, 
Otway,  and  Pope,  and  taught  her  to  repeat  them  with  an 
emphasis  and  theatrical  cadence  :  he  then  instructed  her  in 
the  names  and  epithets  of  the  most  celebrated  players,  which 
he  directed  her  to  pronounce  occasionally,  with  an  air  of 
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careless  familiarity  ;  and  perceiving  that  her  voice  was  na¬ 
turally  clear,  he  enriched  it  with  remnants  of  opera  tunes, 
to  be  hummed,  during  a  pause  in  conversation,  which  is 
generally  supplied  with  a  circulation  of  a  pinch  of  snuff. 
By  means  of  this  cultivation,  she  became  a  wonderful  pro¬ 
ficient  in  the  polite  graces  of  the  age  ;  she,  with  great  faci¬ 
lity,  comprehended  the  scheme  of  whist,  though  cribbage 
was  her  favourite  game,  with  which  she  had  amused  herself 
in  her  vacant  hours,  from  her  first  entrance  into  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  hopping  ;  and  brag  soon  grew  familiar  to  her  prac¬ 
tice  and  conception." 

Thus  prepared,  she  was  exposed  to  the  company  of  her 
own  sex,  being  first  of  all  visited  by  the  parson’s  daughter, 
who  could  not  avoid  shewing  that  civility  to  Mr.  Hatch¬ 
way’s  niece,  after  she  had  made  her  public  appearance  at 
church.  Mrs.  Clover,  who  had  a  great  share  of  penetration, 
could  not  help  entertaining  some  doubts  about  this  same 
relation,  whose  n^me  she  had  never  heard  the  uncle  men¬ 
tion,  during  the  whole  term  of  her  residence  at  the  garrison  : 
but  as  the  young  lady  was  treated  in  that  character,  she 
would  not  refuse  her  acquaintance ;  and,  after  having  seen 
her  at  the  castle,  actually  invited  Miss  Hatchway  to  her 
house.  In  short,  she  made  a  progress  through  almost  all 
the  families  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  by  dint  of  her  quot¬ 
ations,  (which  by  the  by  were  not  always  judiciously  used), 
she  passed  for  a  sprightly  young  lady,  of  uncommon  learn¬ 
ing  and  taste. 

Peregrine  having,  in  this  manner,  initiated  her  in  the 
beau  monde  of  the  country,  conducted  her  to  London,  where 
she  was  provided  with  private  lodgings  and  a  female  at¬ 
tendant;  and  put  her  immediately  under  the  tuition  of  his 
valet  de  chambre,  who  had  orders  to  instruct  her  in  dancing 
and  the  French  language.  He  attended  her  to  plays  and 
concerts  three  or  four  times  a-week ;  and  when  our  hero 
thought  her  sufficiently  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  great 
company,  he  squired  her  in  person  to  a  public  assembly, 
and  danced  with  her  among  all  the  gay  ladies  of  fashion  : 
not  but  that  there  wras  still  an  evident  air  *of  rusticity  and 
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awkwardness  in  her  demeanour,  which  was  interpreted  into 
an  agreeable  wildness  of  spirit,  superior  to  the  forms  of  com¬ 
mon  breeding.  He  afterwards  found  means  to  make  her 
acquainted  with  some  distinguished  patterns  of  her  own  sex, 
by  whom  she  was  admitted  into  the  most  elegant  parties,  and 
continued  to  make  good  her  pretensions  to  gentility,  with 
great  circumspection.  But  one  evening,  being  at  cards  with 
a  certain  lady  whom  she  detected  in  the  very  fact  of  unfair 
conveyance,  she  taxed  her  roundly  with  the  fraud,  and 
brought  upon  herself  such  a  torrent  of  sarcastic  reproof, 
as  overbore  all  her  maxims  of  caution,*  and  burst  open  the 
floodgates  of  her  own  natural  repartee,  twanged  off  with  the 

appellation  of  b - and  w - ,  which  she  repeated  with 

great  vehemence,  in  an  attitude  of  manual  defiance,  to  the 
terror  of  her  antagonist,  and  the  astonishment  of  all  present : 
nay,  to  such  an  unguarded  pitch  was  she  provoked,  that, 
starting  up,  she  snapt  her  fingers,  in  testimony  of  disdain, 
and,  as  she  quitted  the  room,  applied  her  hand  to  that  part 
which  was  the  last  of  her  that  disappeared,  inviting  the 
company  to  kiss  it,  by  one  of  its  coarsest  denominations. 

Peregrine  was  a  little  disconcerted  at  this  oversight  in  her 
behaviour,  which,  by  the  demon  of  intelligence,  was  in  a 
moment  conveyed  to  all  the  private  companies  in  town :  so 
that  she  was  absolutely  excluded  from  all  polite  communi¬ 
cation,  and  Peregrine,  for  the  present,  disgraced  among  the 
modest  part  of  his  female  acquaintance,  many  of  whom  not 
only  forbade  him  their  houses,  on  account  of  the  impudent 
insult  he  had  committed  upon  their  honour,  as  well  as  un¬ 
derstanding,  in  palming  a  common  trull  upon  them,  as  a 
young  lady  of  birth  and  education  ;  but  also  aspersed  his 
family,  by  affirming  that  she  was  actually  his  own  cousin- 
german,  w  hom  he  had  precipitately  raised  from  the  most 
abject  state  of  humility  and  contempt.  In  revenge  for  this 
calumny,  our  young  gentleman  explained  the  whole  mys¬ 
tery  of  her  promotion,  together  with  the  motives  that  induc¬ 
ed  him  to  bring  her  into  the  fashionable  world  ;  and  repeat¬ 
ed  among  his  companions  the  extravagant  encomiums  which 
had  been  bestowed  upon  her  by  the  most  discerning  matrons 
of  the  age. 
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Meanwhile,  the  infanta  herself  being  rebuked  by  her  be¬ 
nefactor  for  this  instance  of  misbehaviour,  promised  faith¬ 
fully  to  keep  a  stricter  guard  for  the  future  over  her  conduct, 
and  applied  herself  with  great  assiduity  to  the  studies,  in 
which  she  was  assisted  by  the  Swiss,  who  gradually  lost  the 
freedom  of  his  heart,  while  she  was  profiting  by  his  instruc¬ 
tion.  In  other  words,  she  made  a  conquest  of  her  precept¬ 
or,  who  yielding  to  the  instigations  of  the  flesh,  chose  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  to  declare  his  passion,  whiaii  was  powerful¬ 
ly  recommended  by  his  personal  qualifications  ;  and  his  in¬ 
tentions  being  honourable,  she  listened  to  his  proposals  of 
espousing  her  in  private.  In  consequence  of  this  agreement, 
they  made  an  elopement  together;  and  being  buckled  at  the 
Fleet,  consummated  their  nuptials  in  private  lodgings,  by 
the  Seven  Dials,  from  which  the  husband  next  morning  sent 
a  letter  to  our  hero,  begging  forgiveness  for  the  clandestine 
step  he  had  taken,  which  he  solemnly  protested  was  not  ow¬ 
ing  to  any  abatement  in  his  inviolable  regard  for  his  master, 
whom  he  should  always  honour  and  esteem  to  his  latest 
breath,  but  entirely  to  the  irresistible  charms  of  the  young 
•lady,  to  whom  he  was  now  so  happy  as  to  be  joined  in  the 
silken  bonds  of  marriage. 

Peregrine,  though  at  first  offended  at  his  valet’s  presump¬ 
tion,  was,  upon  second  thoughts,  reconciled  to  the  event  by 
which  he  was  delivered  from  an  incumbrance ;  for  by  this 
time  he  had  performed  his  frolic,  and  began  to  be  tired  of 
his  acquisition.  He  reflected  upon  the  former  fidelity  of  the 
Swiss,  which  had  been  manifested  in  a  long  course  of  serv¬ 
ice  and  attachment ;  and  thinking  it  would  be  cruelly  se¬ 
vere  to  abandon  him  to  poverty  and  distress  for  one  venial 
trespass,  he  resolved  to  pardon  what  he  had  done,  and  en¬ 
able  him  in  some  shape  to  provide  for  the  family  which  he 
had  entailed  upon  himself. 

W  ith  these  sentiments,  he  sent  a  favourable  ansiver  to  the 
delinquent,  desiring  to  see  him  as  soon  as  his  passion  should 
permit  him  to  leave  the  arms  of  his  spouse,  for  an  hour  or 
two  ;  and  Hadgi,  in  obedience  to  this  intimation,  repair¬ 
ed  immediately  to  the  lodgings  of  his  master,  before 
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whom  be  appeared  with  a  most  penitential  aspect.  Pe- 
regrine,  though  he  could  scarce  help  laughing  at  his  rue¬ 
ful  length  of  face,  reprimanded  him  sharply  for  his  disre¬ 
spect  and  ingratitude,  in  taking  that  by  stealth  which  he 
might  have  had  for  asking.  The  culprit  .assured  him,  that 
next  to  the  vengeance  of  God,  his  master’s  displeasure  was 
that  which,  of  all  evils,  he  dreaded  to  incur;  but  that  love 
had  distracted  his  brain  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  banish  every 
other  consideration  but  that  of  gratifying  his  desire ;  and  he 
owned,  that  he  should  not  have  been  able  to  preserve  his 
fidelity  and  duty  to  his  own  father,  had  they  interfered  with 
the  interest  of  his  passion.  He  then  appealed  to  his  master’s 
own  heart  for  the  remission  of  his  guilt,  alluding  to  certain 
circumstances  of  our  hero’s  conduct,  which  evinced  the 
desperate  effects  of  love.  In  short,  he  made  such  an  apo¬ 
logy  as  extorted  a  smile  from  his  offended  judge,  who  not 
only  forgave  his  transgression,  but  also  promised  to  put  him 
in  some  fair  way  of  earning  a  comfortable  subsistence. 

The  Swiss  was  so  much  affected  with  this  instance  of  gene- 
rositv,  that  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  kissed  his  hand, 
praying  to  heaven,  with  great  fervour,  to  make  him  worthy 
of  such  goodness  and  condescension.  His  scheme,  he  said, 
was  to  open  a  coffeehouse  and  tavern  in  some  creditable  part 
of  the  town,  in  hopes  of  being  favoured  with  the  custom  of  a 
numerous  acquaintance  he  had  made  among  upper  servants 
and  reputable  tradesmen,  not  doubting  that  his  wife  would 
be  an  ornament  to  his  bar,  and  a  careful  manager  of  his  af¬ 
fairs.  Peregrine  approved  of  the  plan,  towards  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which,  he  made  him  and  his  w  ife  a  present  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  together  with  a  promise  of  erecting  a  weekly 
club  among  his  friends,  for  the  reputation  and  advantage  of 
the  house. 

Hadgi  was  so  transported  with  his  good  fortune,  that  he 
ran  to  Pipes,  who  was  in  the  room,  anti  having  hugged  him 
with  great  cordiality,  and  made  his  obedience  to  his  master, 
hied  him  home  to  his  bride,  to  communicate  his  happiness, 
cutting  capers,  and  talking  to  himself  all  the  way. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXVIII. 

He  is  visited  ly  Pallet ;  contracts  an  intimacy  with  a  Newmarket 
nobleman;  and  is  ly  the  knowing-ones  taken  in. 

This  affair  being  settled,  and  our  adventurer,  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  free  of  all  female  connections,  he  returned  to  his  former 
course  of  fast  living,  among  the  bucks  of  the  town,  and  per¬ 
formed  innumerable  exploits  among  whores,  bullies,  rooks, 
constables,  and  justices  of  the  peace. 

In  the  midst  of  these  occupations,  he  was  one  morning 
yisited  by  his  old  fellow  traveller  Pallet,  whose  appearance 
gave  him  equal  surprise  and  concern.  Though  the  weather 
was  severe,  he  was  clothed  in  the  thin  summer  dress  which 
he  had  wore  at  Paris,  and  was  now  not  only  thread  bare,  but 
in  some  parts  actually  patched ;  his  stockings,  by  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  that  practice  known  among  economists  by  the  term 
of  coaxing,  hung  like  pudding  bags  about  his  ancles;  his 
shirt,  though  new  washed,  was  of  the  saffron  hue,  and  in 
divers  places  appeared  through  the  crannies  of  his  breeches; 
he  had  exchanged  his  own  hair  for  a  smoke-dried  tie  peri¬ 
wig,  which  all  the  flour  in  his  drudging-box  had  not  been 
able  to  whiten ;  his  eyes  were  sunk,  his  jaws  lengthened  be¬ 
yond  their  usual  extension ;  and  he  seemed  twenty  years 
older  than  he  looked  when  he  and  our  hero  parted  at  Rot¬ 
terdam. 

In  spite  of  all  these  evidences  of  decay,  he  accosted  him 
with  a  meagre  affectation  of  content  and  good  humour, 
struggled  piteously  to  appear  gay  and  unconcerned,  professed 
his  joy  at  seeing  him  in  England,  excused  himself  for  having 
delayed  so  long  to  come  and  present  his  respects;  alleging 
that,  since  his  return,  he  had  been  a  mere  slave  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  some  persons  of  quality  and  taste,  who  had  in¬ 
sisted  upon  his  finishing  some  pieces  with  the  utmost  expedi¬ 
tion. 

Peregrine  received  him  with  that  compassion  and  com¬ 
plaisance  which  was  natural  to  his  disposition;  inquired 
about  the  health  of  Mrs.  Pallet  and  his  familv,  and  asked 
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if  his  friend  the  doctor  was  in  town?  The  painter  seemed 
to  have  resumed  his  resentment  against  that  gentleman,  of 
whom  he  spoke  in  contemptuous  terms.  The  doctor,  said 
he,  is  so  much  overshadowed  with  presumption  and  self-con¬ 
ceit,  that  his  merit  has  no  relief.  It  does  not  rise.  There 
is  no  keeping  in  the  picture,  my  dear  sir.  All  the  same  as 
if  I  were  to  represent  the  moon  under  a  cloud  ;  there  will  be 
nothing  but  a  deep  mass  of  shade,  with  a  little  tiny  speck 
of  light  in  the  middle,  which  would  only  serve  to  make,  as 
it  were,  the  darkness  visible  :  you  understand  me.  Had  he 
taken  my  advice,  it  might  have  been  better  for  him ;  but  he 
is  bigotted  to  his  own  opinion.  You  must  know,  Mr.  Pickle, 
upon  our  return  to  England,  I  counselled  him  to  compose  a 
little  smart  clever  ode  upon  my  Cleopatra.  As  Gad  shall 
judge  me,  I  thought  it  would  have  been  of  some  service,  in 
helping  him  out  of  obscurity ;  for  you  know,  as  Sir  Richard 
observes, 

Soon  will  that  die,  which  adds  thy  fame  to  mine ; 

Let  me  then  live,  join’d  to  a  work  of  thine. 

By  the  by,  there  is  a  most  picturesque  contrast  in  these  lines, 
of  thy  and  me ,  firing  and  dying ,  and  thine  and  mine.  Ah ! 
a  pize  upon  it!  Dick,  after  all  was  the  man.  Ecod!  he 
rounded  it  off.  But,  to  retyrn  to  this  unhappy  young  man, 
would  you  believe  it,  he  tossed  up  his  nose  at  my  friendly 
proposal,  and  gabbled  something  in  Greek,  which  is  not 
worth  repeating.  The  case  was  this,  my  dear  sir,  he  was  out 
of  humour  at  the  neglect  of  the  world.  He  thought  the 
poets  of  the  age  were  jealous  of  his  genius,  and  strove  to 
crush  it  accordingly,  while  the  rest  of  mankind  wanted  taste 
sufficient  to  discern  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  profess  myself 
one  of  these;  and  as  the  clown  in  Billy  Shakespeare  says  of 
the  courtier’s  oath,  had  I  sworn  by  the  doctor’s  genius,  that 
the  pancakes  were  naught,  they  might  have  been  for  all 
that  very  good,  yet  shouldn’t  I  have  been  forsworn.  Let 
that  be  as  it  will,  he  retired  from  town  in  great  dudgeon, 
and  set  up  his  rest  near  a  hill  in  Derbyshire,  with  two  tops, 
resembling  Parnassus,  and  a  well  at  the  bottom,  which  he 
he  had  christened  Hyp-o-tke-green.  Egad !  if  he  stays  in 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


195 

that  habitation,  ’tis  my  opinion  lie’ll  soon  grow  green  with 
the  hip  indeed.  He’ll  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  return  to 
the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt,  and  pay  his  court  to  the  slighted 
Queen  Cleopatra.  Ha !  well  remembered,  by  this  light  you 
shall  know,  my  good  sir,  that  this  same  Egyptian  princess 
has  been  courted  by  so  many  gallants  of  taste,  that,  as  I  hope 
to  live,  I  found  myself  in  some  sort  of  dilemma,  because  in 
parting  with  her  to  one,  I  should  have  disobliged  all  his 
rivals.  Now  a  man  would  not  choose  to  give  offence  to  his 
friends,  at  least  I  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  to  avoid  the  smal¬ 
lest  appearance  of  ingratitude.  Perhaps  I  may  be  in  the 
wrong.  But  every  man  has  his  way.  For  this  reason,  I 
proposed  to  all  the  candidates,  that  a  lottery  or  raffle  should 
be  set  on  foot,  by  which  every  individual  would  have  an 
equal  chance  for  her  good  graces,  and  the  prize  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  fortune.  The  scheme  was  mightily  relished,  and 
the  terms  being  such  a  trifle  as  half-a-guiuea,  the  whole  town 
crowded  into  my  house,  in  order  to  subscribe.  But  there  I 
was  their  humble  servant.  Gentlemen,  you  must  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  patience  till  my  own  particular  friends  are  served.  Among 
that  number,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  consider  Mr.  Pickle. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  the  proposals ;  and,  if  the  list  should  be 
adorned  with  his  name,  I  hope,  notwithstanding  his  merited 
success  among  the  young  ladies,  he  will  for  once  be  shunned 
by  that  little  vixen  called  Miss  Fortune  1  he,  he,  lie!’ 

So  saying,  he  bowed  with  a  thousand  apesh  conges,  and 
presented  his  paper  to  Peregrine,  who,  seeing  the  number  of 
subscribers  was  limited  to  one  hundred,  said  he  thought  him 
too  moderate  in  his  expectations,  as  he  did  not  doubt  that 
his  picture  would  be  a  cheap  purchase  at  five  hundred,  in¬ 
stead  of  fifty  pounds,  at  which  the  price  was  fixed.  To  this 
unexpected  remark  Pallet  answered,  that  among  the  con¬ 
noisseurs  he  would  not  pretend  to  appraise  his  picture ;  but 
that,  in  valuing  his  works,  he  was  obliged  to  have  an  eye  to 
the  Gothic  ignorance  of  the  age  in  which  lie  lived. 

Our  adventurer  saw  at  once  into  the  nature  of  this  raffle, 
which  was  no  other  then  a  begging  shift  to  dispose  of  a  paltry 
piece,  that  he  could  not  otherwise  have  sold  for  twenty  sh.il- 
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lings.  However,  far  from  shocking  the  poor  man  in  distress, 
by  dropping  the  least  hint  of  his  conjecture,  he  desired  to  be 
favoured  with  six  chances,  if  ihe  circumstances  of  his  plan 
would  indulge  him  so  far ;  and  the  painter,  after  some  hesita¬ 
tion,  condescended  to  comply  with  his  request,  out  of  pure 
friendship  and  veneration ;  though  he  observed,  that,  in  so 
doing,  he  must  exclude  some  of  his  most  intimate  compa¬ 
nions.  Having  received  the  money,  he  gave  Pickle  his  ad¬ 
dress,  desiring  he  would,  with  his  convenience,  visit  the 
princess,  who,  he  was  sure,  would  display  her  most  engaging 
attractions,  in  order  to  captivate  his  fancy;  and  took  his 
leave  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  success  of  his  appli¬ 
cation. 

Though  Peregrine  was  tempted  with  the  curiosity  of  see¬ 
ing  this  portrait,  which  he  imagined  must  contain  some 
analogy  to  the  ridiculous  oddity  of  the  painter,  he  would  not 
expose  himself  to  the  disagreeable  alternative- of  applauding 
the  performance,  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  conscience  and 
common  sense,  or  of  condemning  it,  to  the  unspeakable  mor¬ 
tification  of  the  miserable  author ;  and  therefore  never  dreamt 
of  returning  the  painter’s  visit :  nor  did  he  ever  hear  of  the 
lottery’s  being  drawn. 

About  this  time  he  was  invited  to  spend  a  few  weeks  at 
the  country  seat  of  a  certain  nobleman,  with  whom  he  had 
contracted  an  acquaintance,  in  the  course  of  his  debauches, 
which  we  have  already  described.  His  lordship  being  re¬ 
markable  for  his  skill  and  success  in  horse-racing,  his  house 
was  continually  filled  with  the  connoisseurs  and  admirers  of 
that  sport,  upon  which  the  whole  conversation  turned,  in¬ 
somuch  that  Peregrine  gradually  imbibed  some  knowledge 
in  horse-flesh,  and  the  diversions  of  the  course;  for  the 
w  hole  occupation  of  the  day,  exclusive  of  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing,  consisted  in  viewing,  managing,  and  exercising  his 
lordship’s  stud. 

Our  hero  looked  upon  these  amusements  with  an  eye  of 
taste,  as  well  as  curiosity ;  he  contemplated  the  animal  as  a 
beautiful  and  elegant  part  of  the  creation,  and  relished  the 
uprising  exertion  of  its  speed  with  a  refined  and  classical 
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delight.  In  a  little  time  he  became  personally  acquainted 
with  every  horse  in  the  stable,  and  interested  himself  in  the 
reputation  of  each  ;  while  he  also  gratified  his  appetite  for 
knowledge,  in  observing  the  methods  of  preparing  their 
bodies,  and  training  them  to  the  race.  His  landlord  saw  and 
encouraged  his  eagerness,  from  which  he  promised  himself 
some  advantage ;  he  formed  several  private  matches  for  his 
entertainment,  and  flattered  his  discernment,  by  permitting 
him  to  be  successful  in  the  first  betts  he  made.  Thus  was 
he  artfully  decoyed  into  a  spirit  of  keenness  and  adventure, 
and  disposed  to  depend  upon  his  own  judgment,  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  that  of  people  who  had  made  horse-racing  the  sole 
study  of  their  lives.  He  accompanied  my  lord  to  New¬ 
market,  and  entering  at  once  into  the  genius  of  the  place, 
was  marked  as  fair  game,  by  all  the  knowing  ones  there  as¬ 
sembled,  many  of  whom  found  means  to  take  him  in,  in  spite 
of  all  the  cautions  and  admonitions  of  his  lordship,  who 
wanted  to  reserve  him  for  his  own  use. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  any  man,  let  him  be  never  so 
fearful  or  phlegmatic,  to  be  an  unconcerned  spectator  m  this 
busy  scene.  The  daemon  of  play  hovers  in  the  air,  like  a 
pestilential  vapour,  tainting  the  minds  of  all  present  with 
infallible  infection,  which  communicates  from  one  person  to 
another,  like  the  circulation  of  a  general  panic.  Peregrine 
was  seized  with  this  epidemic  distemper  to  a  violent  degree; 
and,  after  having  lost  a  few  loose  hundreds,  in  his  progress 
through  the  various  rookeries  of  the  place,  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  his  noble  friend  in  a  grand  match,  upon  the 
issue  of  which,  he  ventured  no  less  than  three  thousand 
pounds.  Indeed  he  would  not  have  risked  such  a  consider¬ 
able  sum,  had  not  his  own  confidence  been  reinforced  by  the 
opinion  and  concurrence  of  his  lordship,  who  hazarded  an 
equal  bett  upon  the  same  event.  These  two  associates  en¬ 
gaged  themselves  in  the  penalty  of  six  thousand  pounds,  to 
run  one  chaise-and-four  against  another,  three  times  round 

the  course ;  and  our  adventurer  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeins: 

.  .  .  .  * 
his  antagonist  distanced  in  the  first  and  second  heat ;  but,  ail 

of  a  sudden,  one  of  the  horses  of  his  machine  was  knocked 
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up,  by  which  accident  the  victory  was  ravished  almost  from 
his  very  grasp,  and  he  was  obliged  to  endure  the  damage 
and  the  scorn. 

He  was  deeply  affected  with  this  misfortune,  which  he 
imputed  to  his  own  extravagance  and  temerity ;  but  dis¬ 
covered  no  external  signs  of  affliction,  because  his  illustrious 
partner  bore  his  loss  with  the  most  philosophic  resignation, 
consoling  himself,  as  well  as  Pickle,  with  the  hope  of  mak¬ 
ing  it  up  on  some  other  occasion.  Nevertheless,  our  young 
gentleman  could  not  help  admiring,  and  even  envying  his 
equanimity,  not  knowing  that  his  lordship  had  managed 
matters  so  as  to  be  a  gainer  by  the  misfortune ;  which  to  re¬ 
trieve,  Peregrine  purchased  several  horses,  at  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  his  friend;  and,  instead  of  returning  to  Lon- 
dan,  made  a  tour  with  him  to  all  the  celebrated  races  in 
England,  at  which,  after  several  vicissitudes  of  fortane,  he 
made  shift,  before  the  end  of  the  season,  to  treble  his  loss. 

But  his  hopes  seemed  to  increase  with  his  ill  luck.  In  the 
beginning  of  winter  he  came  to  town,  fully  persuaded  that 
fortune  must  necessarily  change,  and  that  next  season  he 
should  reap  the  happy  fruits  of  his  experieuce.  In  this  con¬ 
fidence  he  seemed  to  drown  all  ideas  of  prudence  and  eco¬ 
nomy.  His  former  expence  was  mere  parsimony,  compared 
with  that  which  he  now  incurred :  he  subscribed  to  the 
opera,  and  half  a  dozen  concerts  at  different  parts  of  the 
town ;  was  a  benefactor  to  several  hospitals ;  purchased  a 
collection  of  valuable  pictures ;  took  an  house,  and  furnished 
it  in  a  most  magnificent  taste,  laid  in  a  large  stock  of  French 
wines,  and  gave  extravagant  entertainments  to  his  quality 
friends,  wfflo,  in  return,  loaded  him  with  compliments,  and 
insisted  upon  his  making  use  of  their  interest  and  good  will. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXIX. 

He  is  taken  into  the  protection  of  a  great  man  ;  sets  up  for  a  member 
of  parliament ;  is  disappointed  in  his  expectation,  and  finds  him- 
self  egregiously  outwitted. 

Among  these  professed  patrons,  the  greatest  part  of  whom 
Peregrine  saw  through,  there  was  one  great  personage,  who 
seemed  to  support  with  dignity  the  sphere  in  which  fortune 
had  placed  him.  His  behaviour  to  Pickle  was  not  a  series 
of  grinning  complaisance  in  a  flat  repetition  of  general  ex¬ 
pressions  of  friendship  and  regard.  He  demeaned  himself 
with  a  seemingly  honest  reserve,  in  point  of  profession ;  his 
advances  to  Peregrine  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  delibera¬ 
tion  and  experiment. ;  he  chid  the  young  gentleman  for  his 
extravagance,  with  the  authority  of  a  parent,  and  the  sin¬ 
cerity  of  a  fast  friend ;  and  having,  by  gradual  inquiries, 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  state  of  his  private  affairs, 
condemned  his  conduct  with  an  air  of  candour  and  concern. 
He  represented  to  him  the  folly  and  dangerous  consequences 
of  the  profligate  life  in  which  he  had  plunged  himself,  coun¬ 
selled  him  with  great  warmth  to  sell  off  his  race-horses,  which 
would  otherwise  insensibly  eat  him  up ;  to  retrench  all  super¬ 
fluous  expence,  which  would  only  serve  to  expose  him  to 
the  ridicule  and  ingratitude  of  those  who  were  benefited  by 
it ;  to  lay  out  his  money  upon  secure  mortgages,  at  good 
interest ;  and  carry  into  execution  his  former  design  of  stand¬ 
ing  candidate  for  a  borough,  at  the  ensuing  election  for  a  new 
parliament ;  in  which  case  this  nobleman  promised  to  assist 
him  with  his  influence  and  advice ;  assuring  him,  that,  if  he 
could  once  procure  a  seat  in  the  house,  he  might  look  upon 
his  fortune  as  already  made. 

Our  adventurer  perceiving  the  wisdom  and  sanity  of  this 
advice,  for  which  he  made  his  acknowledgments  to  his  gene¬ 
rous  monitor,  protesting  that  he  wo^Id  adhere  to  it  in  every 
particular,  and  immediately  set  about  a  reformation.  He 
accordingly  took  cognizance  of  his  most  minute  affairs,  and, 
after  an  exact  scrutiny,  gave  his  patron  to  understand,  that, 
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exclusive  of  his  furniture,  his  fortune  was  reduced  to  fourteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  in  bank  and 
south-sea  annuities,  over  and  above  the  garrison  and  its  ap¬ 
pendages,  which  he  reckoned  at  sixty  pounds  a-year.  He 
therefore  desired,  that,  as  his  lordship  had  been  so  kind  as  to 
favour  him  with  his  friendship  and  advice,  he  would  extend 
his  generosity  still  farther,  by  putting  hint  in  a  way  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  advantage  of  his  money.  My  lord  said,  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  choose  to  meddle  in  money  mat¬ 
ters  ;  that  Mr.  Pickle  would  find  abundance  of  people  ready 
to  borrow  it  upon  land  security  ;  but  that  he  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  cautious  in  a  transaction  of  such  consequence ;  pro¬ 
mising,  at  the  same  time,  to  employ  his  own  steward  in  seek¬ 
ing  out  a  mortgager  to  whom  it  might  be  safely  lent. 

This  agent  was  accordingly  set  at  work,  and  for  a  few 
days  made  a  fruitless  inquiry;  so  that  the  young  gentleman 
was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  own  intelligence,  by 
which  he  got  not  ice  of  several  people  of  reputed  credit,  who 
offered  him  mortgages  for  the  whole  sum;  but  wheU  he 
made  a  report  of  the  particulars  .to  his  noble  friend,  his 
lordship  started  such  doubts  and  objections  relating  to 
each,  that  he  was  deterred  from  entering  into  any  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  proposers;  congratulating  himself,  in  the 
meantime,  on  his  good  fortune,  in  being  favoured  with  the 
advice  and  direction  of  such  a  sage  counsellor.  Nevertheless, 
he  began  to  be  impatient,  after  having  unsuccessfully  con¬ 
sulted  all  the  money-brokers  and  conveyancers  about  town, 
and  resolved  to  try  the  expedient  of  a  public  advertisement. 
But  he  was  persuaded  by  my  lord  to  postpone  that  experi¬ 
ment,  until  every  other  method  should  have  failed,  because 
it  would  attract  the  attention  of  all  the  pettifogers  in  London, 
who  (though  they  might  not  be  able  to  over-reach)  would 
infallibly  harass  and  tease  him  out  of  all  tranquillity. 

It  was  on  the  back  of  this  conversation  that  Peregrine, 
chancing  to  meet  the  steward  near  his  lord’s  house,  stopped 
him  in  the  street,  to  give  him  an  account  of  his  bad  luck ;  at 
which  the  other  expressed  some  concern,  and,  rubbing  his 
chin  with  his  hand,  in  a  musing  posture,  told  Pickle,  there 
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was  a  thought  just  come  into  his  head,  pointing  out  one  way 
of  doing  his  business  effectually.  The  youth,  upon  this  in¬ 
timation,  begged  he  would  accompany  him  to  the  next  cof¬ 
feehouse,  in  which  having  chosen  a  private  situation,  this 
grave  manager  gave  him  to  understand,  that  a  part  of  my 
lord’s  estate  was  mortgaged,  in  consequence  of  a  debt  con¬ 
tracted  by  his  grandfather,  for  provision  to  the  younger 
children  of  the  family ;  and  that  the  equity  of  redemption 
would  be  foreclosed  in  a  few  months,  unless  the  burden  could 
be  discharged.  (  My  lord,’  said  he,  £  has  always  lived  in  a 
splendid  manner,  and  notwithstanding  his  ample  fortune, 
together  with  the  profits  accruing  from  the  posts  he  enjoys, 
he  saves  so  little  money,  that,  upon  this  occasion,  I  know 
he  will  be  obliged  to  borrow  ten  thousand  pounds  to  make 
iip  the  sum  that  is  requisite  to  redeem  the  mortgage.  Now, 
certain  I  am,  that,  when  his  design  comes  to  be  known,  he 
will  be  solicited  on  all  hands  by  people  desirous  of  lending 
money  upon  such  undoubted  security;  and  ’tis  odds  but  he  has 
already  promised  the  preference  to  some  particular  acquaint¬ 
ance.  However,  as  I  know  he  has  your  interest  very  much 
at  heart,  I  will,  if  you  please,  sound  his  lordship  upon  the 
subject,  and  in  a  day  or  two  give  you  notice  of  my  success.’ 

Peregrine,  ravished  with  the  prospect  of  settling  this  af¬ 
fair  so  much  to  his  satisfaction,  thanked  the  steward  for  his 
friendly  hint  and  undertaking,  which  he  assured  him  should 
be  acknowledged  by  a  more  solid  proof  of  his  gratitude,  pro¬ 
vided  the  business  could  be  brought  to  bear;  and  next  day 
he  was  visited  by  this  kind  manager,  with  the  happy  news 
of  his  lordship’s  having  consented  to  borrow  ten  thousand 
pounds  of  his  stock  upon  mortgage,  at  the  interest  of  five  per 
cent.  This  information  he  received  as  an  instance  of  the 
singular  esteeln  of  his  noble  patron;  and  the  papers  being 
immediately  drawn  and  executed,  the  money  was  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  the  mortgager,  who,  in  the  hearing  of  the 
lender,  laid  strong  injunctions  on  his  steward  to  pay  the  in¬ 
terest  punctually  at  quarter-day. 

The  best  part  of  our  hero’s  fortune  being  thus  happily 
deposited,  and  the  agent  gratified  with  a  present  of  fifty 
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pieces,  he  began  to  put  his  retrenching  scheme  in  execution; 
all  his  servants,  Pipes  excepted,  were  discharged,  his  cha¬ 
riot  and  running  horses  disposed  of,  his  housekeeping  broke 
up,  and  Iris  furniture  sold  by  auction  :  nay,  the  heat  of  his 
disposition  was  as  remarkable  in  this  as  any  other  transac¬ 
tion  in  his  life;  for  every  step  of  his  saving  project  was  taken 
with  such  eagerness,  and  even  precipitation,  that  most  of 
his  companions  thought  he  was  either  ruined  or  mad.  But 
he  answered  all  their  expostulations  with  a  string  of  prudent 
apophthegms,  such  as,  4  the  shortest  follies  are  the  best;’ 
4  better  to  retrench  upon  conviction  than  compulsion ;’  and 
divers  other  wise  maxims,  seemingly  the  result  of  experience 
and  philosophic  reflection.  To  such  a  degree  of  enthusiasm 
did  his  present  economy  prevail,  that  he  was  actually  seized 
with  the  desire  of  amassing  :  and  as  he  every  day  received 
proposals  from  those  brokers  whom  he  had  employed,  about 
the  disposal  of  his  cash,  he  at  length  ventured  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  upon  bottomry,  being  tempted  by  the  excessive 
premium. 

But  it  must  be  observed,  for  the  honour  of  our  adventurer, 
that  this  reformation  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  good 
qualities  of  his  heart  :  he  was  still  as  friendly  and  benevolent 
as  ever,  though  his  liberality  was  more  subject  to  the  re¬ 
straint  of  reason ;  and  he  might  have  justly  pleaded,  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  his  generosity,  that  he  retrenched  the  superfluities 
in  his  own  way  of  living,  in  order  to  preserve  the  power  of 
assisting  his  fellow-creatures  in  distress.  Numberless  were 
the  objects  to  which  he  extended  his  charity  in  private.  In¬ 
deed,  he  exerted  this  virtue  in  secret,  not  only  on  account  of 
avoiding  the  charge  of  ostentation,  but  also  because  he  was 
ashamed  of  being  detected  in  such  an  awkward  unfashion¬ 
able  practice,  by  the  censorious  observers  of  this  humane 
generation.  In  this  particular,  he  seemed  to  confound  the  ideas 
of  virtue  and  vice ;  for  he  did  good,  as  other  people  do  evil, 
by  stealth  ;  and  was  so  capricious  in  point  of  behaviour,  that 
frequently,  in  public,  he  wagged  his  tongue  in  satirical  ani¬ 
madversions  upon  that  poverty  which  his  hand  had  in  pri¬ 
vate  relieved.  Yet,  far  from  shunning  the  acquaintance,  oc 
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discouraging  the  solicitation  of  those  who,  he  thought, 
wanted  his  assistance,  he  was  always  accessible,  open,  and 
complaisant  to  them,  even  when  the  haughtiness  of  his 
temper  kept  his  superiors  at  a  distance ;  and  often  saved  a 
modest  man  the  anguish  and  confusion  of  declaring  himself, 
by  penetrating  into  his  necessity,  and  anticipating  his  re¬ 
quest,  in  a  frank  offer  of  his  purse  and  friendship. 

Not  that  he  practised  this  beneficence  to  all  the  needy  of 
his  acquaintance  without  distinction ;  there  is  always  a  set 
of  idle  profligate  fellows,  who,  having  squandered  away 
their  own  fortunes,  and  conquered  all  sense  of  honour  and 
shame,  maintain  themselves  by  borrowing  from  those  who 
have  not  yet  finished  the  same  career,  and  want  resolution  to 
resist  their  importunate  demands.  To  these  he  was  always 
inflexible ;  though  he  could  not  absolutely  detach  himself  from 
their  company,  because,  by  dint  of  effrontery,  and  such  of 
their  original  connections  as  they  have  been  able  to  retain, 
they  find  admission  to  all  places  of  fashionable  resort. 

Several  unsuccessful  attacks  had  been  made  upon  his 
pocket  by  beggars  of  this  class.  One  of  the  most  artful  of 
them,  having  one  day  joined  him  in  the  mall,  and  made  the 
usual  observation  on  the  weather,  damned  all  the  fogs  of 
London,  and  began  a  dissertation  on  the  difference  of  air, 
preferring  that  of  the  country  in  which  he  was  born  to  any 
climate  under  the  sun.  *  Was  you  ever  in  Gloucestershire?’ 
said  he  to  Peregrine,  who  replying  in  the  negative,  he  thus 
went  on  :  ‘  I  have  got  a  house  there,  where  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  you.  Let  us  go  down  together  during  the  easter  ho¬ 
lidays  ;  I  can  promise  you  good  country  fare  and  whole¬ 
some  exercise ;  for  I  have  every  thing  within  myself,  and  as 
good  a  pack  of  fox-hounds  as  any  in  the  three  kingdoms. 
I  shan’t  pretend  to  expatiate  upon  the  elegance  of  the  house, 
which  to  be  sure  is  an  old  building;  and  these,  you  know, 
are  generally  cold,  and  not  very  convenient.  But,  curse  the 
house;  the  dirty  acres  about  it  are  the  thing ;  and  a  damn’d 
fine  parcel  they  are,  to  be  sure.  If  my  old  grandmother 
was  dead — she  can’t  live  another  season,  for  she’s  turned  of 
fourscore,  and  quite  wore  out :  nay,  as  for  that  matter,  I  be- 


m 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


lieve  I  have  got  a  letter  in  my  pocket,  giving  an  account  of 
her  being  'despaired  of  by  the  doctors.  Let  me  see — No, 
d — n  it,  I  left  it  at  borne,  in  the  pocket  of  another  coat.’ 

Pickle,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  this  harangue,  saw  its 
tendency,  seemed  to  yield  the  most  serious  attention  to  what 
he  said;  breaking  in  upon  it  every  now  and  then,  with  the 
interjections,  hum!  ha!  the  deuce!  and  several  civil  ques¬ 
tions,  from  which  the  other  conceived  happy  omens  of  suc¬ 
cess  ;  till  perceiving  they  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  passage 
into  Sc.  James’s,  the  mischievous  youth  interrupted  him  all 
at  once,  saying,  ‘  1  see  you  arc  for  the  end  of  the  walk  ; 
this  is  my  way.’  With  these  words  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
saunterer,  who  would  have  delayed  his  retreat,  bv  calling  to 
him  aloud,  that  he  had  not  yet  described  the  situation  of  his 
castle.  But  Peregrine,  without  stopping,  answered  in  the 
same  tone, — ‘  another  time  will  do  as  well ;  and  in  a  moment 
disappeared,  leaving  the  projector  much  mortified  with  his 
disappointment ;  for  his  intention  was  to  close  the  descrip¬ 
tion  with  a  demand  of  twenty  pieces,  to  be  repaid  out  of  the 
first  remittance  he  should  receive  from  his  estate. 

It  w  ould  have  been  well  for  our  hero,  had  he  always  acted 
with  the  same  circumspection :  but  he  had  his  unguarded  mo¬ 
ments,  in  which  he  tell  a  prey  to  the  unsuspecting  integrity 
of  his  own  heart.  There  was  a  person  among  the  number 
of  his  acquaintances,  w  hose  conversation  he  particularly  re¬ 
lished,  because  it  was  frank,  agreeable,  and  fraught  with 
many  sensible  observations  upon  the  craft  and  treachery  of 
mankind.  This  gentleman  had  made  a  shift  to  discuss  a 
very  genteel  fortune,  though  it  was  spent,  with  taste  and  re¬ 
putation,  and  now  he  was  reduced  to  his  shifts  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  his  family,  which  consisted  of  a  wife  and  child. 
Not  that  he  was  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  being 
comfortably  supplied  by  the  bounty  of  his  friends ;  but  this 
was  a  provision  not  at  all  suited  to  his  inclination  ;  and  he 
had  endeavoured  by  divers  unsuccessful  schemes,  to  retrieve 
his  former  independency. 

Peregrine  happened  one  evening  to  be  sitting  alone  in  a 
coffeehouse,  where  he  overheaid  a  conversation  between  this 
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s.chemer  and  another  gentleman,  touching  an  affair  that  en¬ 
gaged  his  attention.  The  stranger  had  been  left  trustee  for 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  bequeathed  to  the  other’s  daughter 
by  an  aunt,  and  was  strongly  solicited  to  pay  the  money  to 
the  child’s  father,  who  assured  him,  he  had  then  an  oppor. 
tunity  to  lay  it  out  in  such  a  maimer  as  would  greatly  con¬ 
duce  to  the  advantage  of  his  family.  The  trustee  reminded 
him  of  the  nature  of  his  charge,  which  made  him  account¬ 
able  for  the  money  until  the  child  should  have  attained  the 
age  of  eighteen  ;  but  at  the  same  time  gave  him  to  under¬ 
stand,  that,  if  he  could  procure  such  security  as  would  in¬ 
demnify  him  from  the  consequences,  he  would  forthwith  pay 
the  legacy  into  his  hands.  To  this  proposal  the  father  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  he  would  risk  the  for¬ 
tune  of  his  only  child  upon  any  idle  scheme  or  precarious 
issue ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it  reasonable,  that  he  should 
have  the  use  of  it  in  the  meantime;  and  that,  as  to  se¬ 
curity,  he  was  loth  to  trouble  any  of  his  friends  about  an  af¬ 
fair  which  might  be  compromised  without  their  interposi¬ 
tion  ;  observing,  that  he  would  not  look  upon  his  condescen¬ 
sion  as  a  favour,  if  obtained  by  a  security,  on  which  he 
could  borrow  the  same  sum  from  any  usurer  in  town. 

After  much  importunity  on  one  side,  and  evasion  on  the 
other,  the  monied  gentleman  told  him,  that,  though  he 
would  not  surrender  the  sum  deposited  in  his  hands,  for  the 
use  of  his  daughter,  he  would  lend  him  what  he  should  have 
occasion  for,  in  the  meantime  ;  and  if,  upon  her  being  of 
age,  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  her  concurrence,  the  money 
should  be  placed  to  her  account,  provided  he  could  find  any 
person  of  credit,  who  would  join  with  him  in  a  bond  for  the 
assurance  of  the  lender.  This  proviso  was  an  obstruction 
which  the  other  would  not  have  been  able  to  surmount,  with¬ 
out  great  difficulty,  had  not  his  cause  been  espoused  by  our 
hero,  who  thought  it  was  a  pity  a  man  of  honour  and  un¬ 
derstanding  should  suffer  in  his  principal  concerns,  on  such 
a  paltry  consideration.  He,  therefore,  presuming  on  Ins  ac¬ 
quaintance,  interposed  in  the  conversation  as  a  friend,  who 
interested  himself  in  the  affair ;  and,  being  fully  informed 
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of  the  particulars,  offered  himself  as  a  security  for  the 
lender. 

This  gentleman  being  a  stranger  to  Peregrine,  was  next 
day  made  acquainted  with  his  funds ;  and,  without  farther 
scruple,  accommodated  his  friend  with  one  thousand  pounds, 
for  which  he  took  their  bond  payable  in  six  months,  though 
he  protested  that  the  money  should  never  be  demanded, 
until  the  infant  should  be  of  age,  unless  some  accident  should 
happen  which  he  could  not  then  foresee.  Pickle  believed 
this  declaration  sincere,  because  he  could  have  no  interest  in 
dissembling ;  but  what  he  chiefly  depended  upon,  for  his 
own  security,  was  the  integrity  and  confidence  of  the  bor¬ 
rower,  who  assured  him,  that,  happen  what  would,  he  should 
be  able  to  stand  between  him  and  all  danger;  the  nature  of 
his  plan  being  such,  as  would  infallibly  treble  the  sum  in  a 
very  few  months. 

In  a  little  time  after  this  transaction,  writs  being  is¬ 
sued  out  for  electing  a  new  parliament,  our  adventurer, 
by  the  advice  of  his  patron,  went  into  the  country,  in 
order  to  canvass  for  a  borough,  and  lined  his  pockets  with 
a  competent  share  of  bank-notes  for  the  occasion.  But  in 
this  project  he  unfortunately  happened  to  interfere  with  the 
interest  of  a  great  family  in  the  opposition,  who,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  had  made  members  for  that  place  ;  and  were 
now  so  much  offended  at  the  intrusion  of  our  young  gentle¬ 
man,  that  they  threatened  to  spend  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
frustrating  his  design.  This  menace  was  no  other  than  an 
incitement  to  Peregrine,  who  confided  so  much  in  his  own 
influence  and  address,  that  he  verily  believed  he  should  be 
able  to  baffle  his  grace,  even  in  his  own  territories.  By  that 
victory  he  hoped  to  establish  his  reputation  and  interest  with 
the  minister,  who,  through  the  recommendation  of  his 
noble  friend,  countenanced  his  cause,  and  would  have  been 
very  well  pleased  to  see  one  of  his  greatest  enemies  suffer 
such  a  disgraceful  overthrow,  which  would  have,  moreover, 
in  a  great  measure,  shaken  his  credit  with  his  faction. 

Our  hero  intoxicated  with  the  ideas  of  pride  and  ambi¬ 
tion,  put  all  his  talents  to  the  test,  in  the  execution  of  this 
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project.  He  spared  no  expence  in  treating  the  electors; 
but  finding  himself  rivalled  in  this  respect  by  his  competitor, 
who  was  powerfully  supported,  he  had  recourse  to  those 
qualifications  in  which  he  thought  himself  superior.  He 
made  balls  for  the  ladies,  visited  the  matrons  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  adapted  himself  to  their  various  humours  with  sur¬ 
prising  facility,  drank  with  those  who  loved  a  cherishing 
cup  in  private,  made  love  to  the  amorous,  prayed  with  the 
religious,  gossiped  with  those  who  delighted  in  scandal,  and 
with  great  sagacity  contrived  agreeable  presents  to  them  all. 
This  was  the  most  effectual  method  of  engaging  such  elect¬ 
ors  as  were  under  the  influence  of  their  wives.  As  for  the 
rest,  he  assailed  them  in  their  own  way,  setting  ivhole  hogs¬ 
heads  of  beer  and  wine  abroach,  for  the  benefit  of  all  comers ; 
and  into  those  sordid  hearts  that  liquor  would  not  open,  lie 
found  means  to  convey  himself  by  the  help  of  a  golden  key. 

While  he  thus  exerted  himself,  his  antagonist  was  not 
idle  ;  his  age  and  infirmities  would  not  permit  him  to  enter 
personally  into  their  parties  ;  but  his  stewards  and  adherents 
bestirred  themselves  with  great  industry  and  perseverance. 
The  market  for  votes  ran  so  high,  that  Pickle’s  ready  money 
was  exhausted  before  the  day  of  election,  and  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  write  to  his  patron  an  account  of  the  dilemma  to  which 
he  was  reduced,  entreating  him  to  take  such  speedy  mea¬ 
sures  as  would  enable  him  to  finish  the  business  which  he 
had  so  happily  begun. 

This  nobleman  communicated  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  to  the  minister,  and  in  a  day  or  two  our  candidate  found 
credit  with  the  receiver-general  of  the  county,  who  lent  him 
twelve  hundred  pounds  on  his  personal  note,  payable  on  de¬ 
mand.  By  means  of  this  new  supply  he  managed  matters 
so  successfully,  that  an  evident  majority  of  votes  was  secured 
in  his  interest,  and  nothing  could  have  obstructed  his  elec¬ 
tion,  had  not  the  noble  peer  who  set  up  his  competitor,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  shame  and  mortification  of  being  foiled  in 
his  own  borough,  offered  to  compromise  the  affair  with  his 
honour,  by  giving  up  two  members  in  another  place,  pro¬ 
vided  the  opposition  should  cease  in  his  own  corporation. 
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This  proposal  was  greedily  embraced.  On  the  eve  of  the 
election,  Peregrine  received  an  intimation  from  his  patron, 
desiring  him  to  quit  his  pretensions,  on  pain  of  his  and  the 
minister’s  displeasure,  and  promising  that  he  should  be 
elected  for  another  place. 

No  other  disappointment  in  life  could  have  given  him 
such  chagrin  as  he  felt  at  the  receipt  of  this  tantalizing  or¬ 
der,  by  which  the  cup  of  success  was  snatched  from  his 
lip,  and  all  the  vanity  of  his  ambitious  hope  humbled  in  the 
dust.  He  cursed  the  whole  chain  of  his  court  connections, 
inveighed  with  great  animosity  against  the  rascally  scheme 
of  politics  to  which  he  was  sacrificed,  and,  in  conclusion, 
swore  he  would  not  give  up  the  fruits  of  his  own  address  for 
the  pleasure  of  any  minister  upon  earth.  This  laudable  re¬ 
solution,  however,  was  rendered  ineffectual  by  his  friend 
the  receiver-general,  who  was  bearer  of  the  message,  and 
(after  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to  submis¬ 
sion)  fairly  arrested  him  upon  the  spot  for  the  money  he  had 
advanced  ;  this  expedient  being  performed  by  virtue  of  a 
writ  which  he  had  been  advised  to  take  out,  in  case  the 
young  man  should  prove  refractory. 

The  reader,  who  by  this  time  must  be  pretty  well  ac¬ 
quainted  w  ith  the  disposition  of  our  hero,  may  easily  con¬ 
ceive  how  he  relished  this  adventure.  At  first,  all  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  his  soul  were  swallowed  up  in  astonishment  and 
indignation  ;  and  some  minutes  elapsed  before  his  nerves 
would  obey  the  impulse  of  his  rage,  which  manifested  itself 
in  such  an  application  to  the  temples  of  the  plaintiff,  as  laid 
him  sprawling  on  the  floor.  This  assault,  which  was  comt 
mitted  in  a  tavern,  whither  he  had  been  purposely  decoyed, 
attracted  the  regard  of  the  bailiff  and  his  followers,  who,  to 
the  number  of  four,  rushed,  upon  him  at  once,  in  order  to 
overpower  him ;  but  his  wrath  inspired  him  with  such  ad¬ 
ditional  strength  and  agility,  that  he  disengaged  himself 
from  them  in  a  trice,  and,  seizing  a  poker,  which  was  the 
first  weapon  that  presented  itself  to  his  hand,  exercised  it 
upon  their  skulls  with  incredible  dexterity  and  execution. 
The  officer  himself,  who  had  been  the  first  that  presumed 
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to  lay  violent  hands  upon  him,  felt  the  first  effects  of  his  fury  in 
a  blow  upon  the  jaws,  in  consequence  of  which  he  lost  three 
of  his  teeth,  and  fell  athwart  the  body  of  the  receiver,  with 
which  he  formed  the  figure  of  a  Sc.  Andrew’s  cross  :  one  of 
his  myrmidons,  seeing  the  fate  of  his  chief,  would  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  attack  the  victor  in  front,  but,  wheeling  to  one  side, 
made  an  attempt  upon  him  in  flank,  and  was  received  ob¬ 
liquely  by  our  hero’s  left  hand  and  foot,  so  masterly  dis¬ 
posed  to  the  right  side  of  his  leg,  and  the  left  side  of  his 
neck,  that  he  bolted  head  foremost  into  the  chimney,  where 
his  chin  was  encountered  by  the  grate,  which  in  a  moment 
seared  him  to  the  bone.  The  rest  of  the  detachment  did  not 
think  proper  to  maintain  the  dispute,  but,  evacuating  the 
room  with  great  expedition,  locked  the  door  on  the  outside, 
and  bellowed  aloud  to  the  receiver’s  servants,  beseeching 
them  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  their  master,  who  was  in 
danger  of  his  life. 

Meanwhile,  this  gentleman  having  recollected  himself,  de¬ 
manded  a  parley ;  which  having  with  difficulty  obtained  of 
our  incensed  candidate,  in  consequence  of  the  most  submis¬ 
sive  application,  he  complained  grievously  of  the  young 
gentleman’s  intemperance  and  heat  of  disposition,  and  very 
calmly  represented  the  danger  of  his  rashness  and  indiscre¬ 
tion.  He  told  him,  that  nothing  could  be  more  outrageous 
or  idle,  than  the  resistance  he  had  made  against  the  laws  of 
his  country,  because  he  would  find  it  impracticable  to  with¬ 
stand  the  whole  executive  power  of  the  country,  which  he 
could  easily  raise  to  apprehend  and  secure  him ;  that,  over 
and  above  the  disgrace  that  would  accrue  to  him  from  tin's 
imprudent  conduct,  he  would  knock  his  own  interest  on  the 
head,  by  disobliging  his  friends  in  the  administration,  who 
were,  to  his  knowledge,  at  present  very  well  disposed  to  do 
him  service ;  that,  for  his  own  part,  what  he  had  done  was 
by  the  express  order  of  his  superiors,  and  not  out  of  any  de¬ 
sire  of  distressing  him  ;  and  that,  far  from  being  his  enemy, 
notwithstanding  the  shocking  insult  he  had  sustained,  he  was 
ready  to  withdraw  the  writ,  provided  he  would  listen  to  any 
reasonable  terms  of  accommodation. 
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Peregrine,  ■who  was  not  more  prone  to  anger  than  open  to- 
conviction,  being  appeased  by  his  condescension,  moved  by 
his  arguments,  and  chid  by  his  own  reflection  for  what  he 
had  done  in  the  precipitation  of  his  wrath,  began  to  give  ear 
to  his  remonstrances ;  and  the  bailiffs  being  ordered  to  with¬ 
draw,  they  entered  into  a  conference,  the  result  of  which  was 
our  adventurer’s  immediate  departure  for  London ;  so  that 
next  day  his  competitor  was  unanimously  chosen,  because 
nobody  appeared  to  oppose  his  election. 

The  discontented  Pickle,  on  his  arrival  in  town,  went 
directly  to  the  house  of  his  patron,  to  whom,  in  the  anguish 
of  his  disappointment,  he  bitterly  complained  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  he  had  received,  by  which,  besides  the  disgrace  of  his 
overthrow,  he  was  no  less  than  two  thousand  pounds  out  of 
pocket,  exclusive  of  the  debt  for  which  he  stood  engaged  to 
the  receiver.  His  lordship,  who  was  prepared  for  this  ex¬ 
postulation,  on  his  knowledge  of  the  young  man’s  impetuous 
temper,  answered  all  the  articles  of  his  charge  with  great 
deliberation,  giving  him  to  understand  the  motives  that  in¬ 
duced  the  minister  to  quit  his  interest  in  that  borough  ;  and 
soothing  him  with  assurances  that  his  loss  would  be  amply 
rewarded  by  his  honour,  to  whom  he  was  next  day  intro¬ 
duced  by  this  nobleman,  in  the  warmest  style  of  recom¬ 
mendation.  The  minister,  who  was  a  pattern  of  complai¬ 
sance,  received  him  with  the  most  engaging  affability; 
thanked  him  very  kindly  for  his  endeavours  to  support  and 
strengthen  the  interest  of  the  administration  ;  and  faithfully 
promised  to  lay  hold  on  the  first  opportunity  to  express  the 
sense  he  had  of  his  zeal  and  attachment ;  desiring  to  see 
him  often  at  his  levee,  that,  in  the  multiplicity  of  business, 
he  might  not  be  in  danger  of  forgetting  his  services  and 
desert. 
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CHAPTER  XC. 

Peregrine  commences  minister's  dependant ;  meets  ly  accident  with 

Mrs.  Gauntlet-,  and  descends  gradually  in  the  condition  of  life. 

T his  reception,  favourable  as  it  was,  did  not  please  Pere¬ 
grine,  who  had  too  much  discernment  to  be  cajoled  with 
general  promises,  at  a  time  when  he  thought  himself  entitled 
to  the  most  particular  assurance.  He  accordingly  signified 
his  disgust  to  his  introductor,  giving  him  to  understand,  that 
he  had  laid  his  account  with  being  chosen  representative  of 
one  of  those  boroughs  for  which  he  had  been  sacrificed.  His 
lordship  agreed  to  the  reasonableness  of  his  expectation,  ob¬ 
serving,  however,  that  he  could  not  suppose  the  minister 
would  enter  upon  business  with  him  on  his  first  visit;  and 
that  it  would  be  time  enough  at  his  next  audience  to  com¬ 
municate  his  demand. 

Notwithstanding  this  remonstrance,  our  hero  continued  to 
indulge  his  suspicion  and  chagrin,  and  even  made  a  point 
of  it  with  his  patron,  that  his  lordship  should  next  day  make 
application  in  his  behalf,  least  the  two  seats  should  be  filled 
up,  on  pretence  of  his  inclinations  being  unknown.  Thus 
importuned,  my  lord  went  to  his  principal,  and  returned 
with  an  answer,  importing  that  his  honour  was  extremely 
sorry  that  Mr.  Pickle  had  not  signified  his  request  before  the 
boroughs  in  question  were  promised  to  two  gentlemen  whom 
he  could  not  now  disappoint,  with  any  regard  to  his  own 
credit  or  interest ;  but  as  several  persons  who  would  be  chosen 
were,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  very  aged  and  infirm,  he 
did  not  doubt  that  there  would  be  plenty  of  vacant  seats  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  then  the  young  gentleman  might  de¬ 
pend  upon  his  friendship. 

Peregrine  was  so  much  irritated  at  this  intimation,  that,  in 
the  first  transports  of  his  anger,  he  forgot  the  respect  he 
owed  his  friend,  and  in  his  presence  inveighed  against  th6 
minister,  as  a  person  devoid  of  gratitude  and  candour,  pro¬ 
testing,  that  if  ever  an  opportunity  should  offer  itself,  he 
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would  spend  the  whole  remains  of  his  fortune  in  opposing 
his  measures.  The  nobleman  having  given  him  time  to  ex¬ 
haust  the  impetuosity  of  his  passion,  rebuked  him  very 
calmly  for  his  disrespectful  expressions,  which  were  equally 
injurious  and  indiscreet;  assured  him  that  this  project  of 
revenge,  if  ever  put  in  execution,  would  redound  to  his  own 
prejudice  and  confusion ;  and  advised  him  to  cultivate  and 
improve,  with  patience  and  assiduity,  the  footing  he  had  al¬ 
ready  obtained  in  the  minister’s  good  graces. 

Our  hero,  convinced  of  the  truth,  though  not  satisfied 
with  the  occasion  of  his  admonitions,  took  his  leave  in  a  fit 
of  sullen  discontent,  and  began  to  ruminate  upon  the  shat¬ 
tered  posture  of  his  affairs.  All  that  now  remained  of  the 
ample  fortune  he  had  inherited,  was  the  sum  he  had  depo¬ 
sited  in  his  lordship’s  hands,  together  with  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  he  had  ventured  on  bottomry,  and  the  garrison,  which 
he  had  left  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  lieutenant; 
and,  on  the  per  contra  side  of  his  account,  he  was  debtor  for 
the  supply  he  had  received  from  the  receiver-general,  and  the 
money  for  which  he  was  bound  in  behalf  of  his  friend ;  so 
that  he  found  himself,  for  the  first  time  of  his  life,  very 
much  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances :  for,  of  the  first  half 
year’s  interest  of  his  ten  thousand,  which  was  punctual¬ 
ly  paid,  he  had  but  fourscore  pounds  in  bank,  without 
any  prospect  of  a  farther  supply  till  the  other  term,  which 
was  at  the  distance  of  four  long  months.  lie  seriously  re¬ 
flected  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human  affairs  ;  the  ship  with 
his  fifteen  hundred  pounds  might  be  lost,  the  gentleman  for 
whom  he  was  security  might  miscarry  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
his  former  projects,  and  the  minister  might  one  day,  through 
policy  or  displeasure,  expose  him  to  the  mercy  of  his  de¬ 
pendant,  who  was  in  possession  of  his  notes. 

These  suggestions  did  not  at  all  contribute  to  the  ease  of 
our  adventurer’s  mind,  already  ruffled  by  his  disappointment. 
He  cursed  his  own  folly  and  extravagance,  by  which  he  w  as 
reduced  to  such  an  uncomfortable  situation.  He  compared 
his  own  conduct  with  that  of  some  young  gentlemen  of  his 
acquaintance,  w  ho,  while  he  was  squandering  away  the  best 
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part  of  his  inheritance,  had  improved  their  fortunes,  strength¬ 
ened  their  interest,  and  increased  their  reputation.  He  was 
abandoned  by  his  gaiety  and  good  humour,  his  countenance 
gradually  contracted  itself  into  a  representation  of  severity 
and  care,  he  dropped  all  his  amusements  and  the  compa¬ 
nions  of  his  pleasure,  and  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the 
minister,  at  whose  levee  he  never  failed  to  appear. 

While  he  thus  laboured  in  the  wheel  of  dependence,  with 
all  that  mortification  which  a  youth  of  his  pride  and  sensi¬ 
bility  may  be  supposed  to  feel  from  such  a  disagreeable  ne¬ 
cessity,  he  one  day  heard  himself  called  by  name,  as  he 
crossed  the  park  ;  and  turning,  perceived  the  wife  of  Captain 
Gauntlet,  with  another  lady.  He  no  sooner  recognised  the 
kind  Sophy,  than  he  accosted  her  with  his  wonted  civility 
of  friendship ;  but  his  former  sprightly  air  was  metamor¬ 
phosed  into  such  austerity,  or  rather  dejection  of  feature, 
that  she  could  scarce  believe  her  own  eyes ;  and,  in  her  aston¬ 
ishment, — ‘  is  it  possible,’  said  she,  £  that  the  gay  Mr.  Pickle 
should  be  so  much  altered  in  such  a  short  space  of  time !’  He 
made  no  other  reply  to  this  exclamation,  but  by  a  languid 
smile ;  and  asked  how  long  she  had  been  in  town  ?  observ¬ 
ing,  that  he  would  have  paid  his  compliments  to  her  at  her 
own  lodgings,  had  he  been  favoured  with  the  least  intima¬ 
tion  of  her  arrival.  After  having  thanked  him  for  his  polite¬ 
ness,  she  told  him,  it  was  not  owing  to  any  abatement  of  her 
friendship  and  esteem  for  him,  that  she  had  omitted  to  give 
him  that  notice;  but  his  abrupt  departure  from  Windsor, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  quitted  Mr.  Gauntlet,  had 
given  her  just  grounds  to  believe  that,  they  had  incurred  his 
displeasure ;  which  suspicion  was  reinforced  by  his  long  si¬ 
lence  and  neglect  from  that  period  to  the  present  time.  She 
observed  it  was  still  farther  confirmed,  by  his  forbearing  to 
inquire  for  Emilia  and  her  brother.  ‘  Judge  then,’  said  she, 
£  it  I  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  I  was  in  town.  However,  I  will  not  detain  you  at 
present,  because  you  seem  to  be  engaged  about  some  parti¬ 
cular  business ;  but,  if  you  xvill  favour  me  with  your  com¬ 
pany  at  breakfast  to-morrow',  1  shall  be  much  pleased,  and 
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honoured  to  boot,  by  the  visit.’  So  saying,  she  gave  him  a 
direction  to  her  lodgings ;  and  he  took  his  leave,  with  a 
faithful  promise  of  seeing  her  at  the  appointed  time. 

He  was  very  much  affected  with  this  advance  of  Sophy, 
which  he  considered  as  an  instance  of  her  uncommon  sweet¬ 
ness  of  temper ;  he  felt  strange  longings  of  returning  friend¬ 
ship  towards  Godfrey  ;  and  the  remembrance  of  Emilia 
melted  his  heart,  already  softened  with  grief  and  mortifica¬ 
tion.  Next  day  he  did  not  neglect  his  engagement,  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  enjoying  a  long  conversation  with  this  sens¬ 
ible  young  lady,  who  gave  him  to  understand  that  her  hus¬ 
band  was  with  his  regiment;  and  presented  to  him  a  fine 
boy,  the  first  fruits  of  their  love,  whom  they  had  christened 
by  the  name  of  Peregrine,  in  memory  of  the  friendship  which 
had  subsisted  between  Godfrey  and  our  youth. 

This  proof  of  their  regard,  notwithstanding  the  interrup¬ 
tion  in  their  correspondence,  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  mind  of  our  adventurer,  who  having  made  the  warmest 
acknowledgments  for  this  undeserved  mark  of  respect,  took 
the  child  in  his  arms,  and  almost  devoured  him  with  kisses, 
protesting  before  God,  that  he  should  always  consider  him 
with  the  tenderness  of  a  parent.  This  was  the  highest  com¬ 
pliment  he  could  pay  to  the  gentle  Sophy,  who  again  kindly 
chid  him  for  his  disdainful  and  precipitate  retreat,  immedi¬ 
ately  after  her  marriage ;  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire  of 
seeing  him  and  the  captain  reconciled.  He  assured  her, 
nothing  could  give  him  greater  satisfaction  than  such  an 
event,  to  w  hich  he  would  contribute  all  that  lay  in  his  power, 
though  he  could  not  help  looking  upon  himself  as  injured  by 
Captain  Gauntlet’s  behaviour,  w  hich  denoted  a  suspicion  of 
his  honour,  as  well  as  contempt  for  his  understanding.  The 
lady  undertook  for  the  concession  of  her  husband,  who,  she 
told  him,  had  been  extremely  sorry  for  his  own  heat,  after 
Mr.  Pickle’s  departure,  and  would  have  followed  him  to  the 
garrison,  in  order  to  solicit  his  forgiveness,  had  he  not  been 
restrained  by  certain  punctilios,  occasioned  by  some  acri¬ 
monious  expressions  that  dropt  from  Peregrine  at  the  inn. 

A^ter  having  cleared  up  this  misunderstanding,  she  pro- 
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ceeded  to  g‘vc  an  account  of  Emilia,  whose  behaviour,  at 
that  juncture,  plainly  indicated  a  continuance  of  affection 
for  her  first  lover ;  and  desired,  that  he  would  give  her  full 
powers  to  bring  that  matter  also  to  an  accommodation  :  ‘  for 
I  am  not  more  certain  of  my  own  existence,’  said  she,  £  than 
that  you  are  still  in  possession  of  my  sister’s  heart.’  At  this 
declaration,  the  tear  started  in  his  eye  :  but  he  shook  his 
head,  and  declined  her  good  offices,  wishing  that  the  young 
lady  might  be  much  more  happy  than  ever  he  should  be  able 
to  make  her. 

Mrs.  Gauntlet  confounded  at  these  expressions,  and  moved 
by  the  desponding  manner  in  which  they  were  delivered, 
begged  to  know  if  any  new  obstacle  was  raised,  by  some  late 
change  in  his  sentimenls  or  situation :  and  he,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  painful  explanation,  told  her,  that  he  had  long  de¬ 
spaired  of  being  able  to  vanquish  Emilia’s  resentment,  ami 
for  that  reason  quitted  the  pursuit,  which  lie  would  never 
renew,  howsoever  his  heart  might  suffer  by  that  resolution  ; 
though  he  took  heaven  to  witness,  that  his  love,  esteem,  and 
admiration  of  her,  were  not  in  the  least  impaired  :  but  the 
true  motive  of  his  laying  aside  his  design,  was  the  consci¬ 
ousness  of  his  decayed  fortune,  which,  by  adding  to  the  sen¬ 
sibility  of  his  pride,  increased  the  horror  of  another  repulse. 
She  expressed  her  concern  for  this  determination,  both  on 
his  own  account,  and  in  behalf  of  Emilia,  whose  happiness 
(in  her  opinion)  depended  upon  his  constancy  and  affection ; 
and  she  would  have  questioned  him  more  minutely  about 
die  state  of  his  affairs,  had  not  he  discouraged  the  inquiry, 
by  seeking  to  introduce  another  subject  of  conversation. 

After  mutual  protestations  of  friendship  and  regard,  he 
promised  to  visit  her  often,  during  her  residence  in  town  ; 
and  took  his  leave  in  a  strange  perplexity  of  mind,  occasion¬ 
ed  by  the  images  of  love,  intruding  upon  the  remonstrances 
of  carking  care.  He  had  some  time  ago  forsaken  those  ex¬ 
travagant  companions  with  whom  he  had  rioted  in  the  hey¬ 
day  of  his  fortune,  and  begun  to  consort  with  a  graver  and 
more  sober  species  of  acquaintance  :  but  he  now  found  him¬ 
self  disabled  from  cultivating  the  society  of  these  also,  whq 
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were  men  of  ample  estates  and  liberal  dispositions  ;  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which,  their  parties  were  too  expensive  for  the 
consumptive  state  of  his  finances ;  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 
descend  to  another  degree,  and  mingle  with  a  set  of  old 
bachelors  and  younger  brothers,  who  subsisted  on  slender 
annuities,  or  what  is  called  a  bare  competency  in  the  public 
funds.  This  association  was  composed  of  second-hand  po¬ 
liticians  and  minor  critics,  who  in  the  forenoon  saunter  in 
the  mall,  or  lounge  at  shows  of  pictures,  appear  in  the 
drawing-room  once  or  twice  a-week,  dine  at  an  ordinary, 
decide  disputes  in  a  coffee-house  with  an  air  of  superior  in¬ 
telligence,  frequent  the  pit  of  the  play-house,  and  once  in  a 
month  spend  an  evening  with  some  noted  actor,  whose  re¬ 
markable  sayings  they  repeat  for  the  entertainment  of  their 
ordinary  friends. 

After  all,  he  found  something  comfortable  enough  in  the 
company  of  these  gentlemen,  who  never  interested  his  pas¬ 
sions  to  any  violence  of  transport,  nor  teased  him  w  ith  im¬ 
pertinent  curiosity  about  his  private  affairs  :  for  though 
many  of  them  had  maintained  a  very  long,  close,  and  friend¬ 
ly  correspondence  with  each  other,  they  never  dreamt  of  in¬ 
quiring  into  particular  concerns ;  and  if  one  of  the  two 
who  were  most  intimately  connected,  had  been  asked  how 
the  other  made  a  shift  to  live  ?  he  would  have  answ  ered  with 
great  truth,  *  really,  that  is  more  than  I  know.’  Notwith¬ 
standing  this  phlegmatic  indifference,  which  is  of  the  true 
English  production,  they  were  all  inoffensive,  good-natured 
people,  who  loved  a  joke  and  a  song,  delighted  in  telling  a 
merry  story,  and  prided  themselves  in  the  art  of  catering, 
especially  in  the  articles  of  fish,  venison,  and  wild  fowl. 

Our  young  gentleman  was  not  received  among  them  on 
the  footing  of  a  common  member,  who  makes  interest  for 
his  admission ;  he  was  courted  as  a  person  of  superior  genius 
and  importance,  and  his  compliance  looked  upon  as  an 
honour  to  their  society.  This  their  idea  of  his  pre-eminence 
was  supported  by  his  conversation,  which,  while  it  was 
more  liberal  and  learned  than  that  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed,  was  tinctured  with  an  assuming  air,  so  agree- 
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ably  diffused,  that,  instead  of  producing  aversion,  it  com¬ 
manded  respect.  They  not  only  appealed  to  him  in  all 
doubts  relating  to  foreign  parts,  to  which  one  and  all  of 
them  were  strangers,  but  also  consulted  his  knowledge  in  his¬ 
tory  and  divinity,  which  were  frequently  the  topics  of  their 
debates  ;  and,  in  poetry  of  all  kinds,  he  decided  with  such 
magisterial  authority,  as  even  weighed  against  the  opinions 
of  the  players  themselves.  The  variety  of  characters  he 
had  seen  and  observed,  and  the  high  spheres  of  life  in  which 
he  had  so  lately  moved,  furnished  him  with  a  thousand  en¬ 
tertaining  anecdotes.  When  he  became  a  little  familiarized 
to  his  disappointments,  so  that  his  natural  vivacity  began  to 
revive,  he  flashed  among  them,  in  such  a  number  of  bright 
sallies,  as  struck  them  with  admiration,  and  constituted  him¬ 
self  a  classic  in  wit;  insomuch  that  they  began  to  retail  his 
remnants,  and  even  invited  some  particular  friends  to  come 
and  hear  him  hold  forth.  One  of  the  players,  who  had  for 
many  years  strutted  about  the  taverns  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Covent  garden  as  the  Grand  Turk  of  wit  and  humour, 
began  to  find  his  admirers  melt  away ;  and  a  certain  petu¬ 
lant  physician,  who  had  shone  at  almost  all  the  port  clubs 
in  that  end  of  the  town,  was  actually  obliged  to  import  his 
talents  into  the  city,  where  he  has  now  happily  taken  root. 

Nor  was  this  success  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  consider 
that,  over  and  above  his  natural  genius  and  education,  our 
adventurer  still  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  every  thing 
which  happened  among  the  great,  by  means  of  his  friend 
Cadwallader,  with  whom  he  still  maintained  his  former  in¬ 
timacy,  though  it  was  now  chequered  with  many  occasional 
tifts,  owing  to  the  sarcastic  remonstrances  of  the  misanthrope, 
who  disapproved  of  those  schemes  which  miscarried  with 
Peregrine,  and  now  took  unseasonable  methods  of  valuing 
himself  upon  his  own  foresight :  nay,  he  was  between  whiles 
like  a  raven  croaking  presages  of  more  ill  luck  from  the 
deceit  of  the  minister,  the  dissimulation  of  his  patron,  the 
folly  of  the  projector,  for  whom  he  was  bound,  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  seas,  and  the  villany  of  those  with  whom  he  had 
intrusted  his  cash,  for  Crabtree  saw  and  considered  every 


218 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


tiling  through  a  perspective  of  spleen,  that  always  reflected 
the  worst  side  of  human  nature. 

For  these  reasons  our  young  gentleman  began  to  be  dis¬ 
gusted,  at  certain  intervals,  with  the  character  of  this  old 
man,  whom  he  now  thought  a  morose  cynic,  not  so  much 
incensed  against  the  follies  and  vices  of  mankind,  as  delighted 
with  the  distress  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Thus  he  put  the 
most  unfavourable  construction  on  the  principles  of  his  friend, 
because  he  found  himself  justly  fallen  under  the  lash  of  his 
animadversion. 

Thus  self-accusation  very  often  dissolves  the  closest  friend¬ 
ship  :  a  man,  conscious  of  his  own  indiscretion,  is  implac¬ 
ably  offended  at  the  rectitude  of  his  companion’s  conduct, 
which  he  considers  as  an  insult  upon  his  failings,  never  to 
be  forgiven,  even  though  he  has  not  tasted  the  bitterness  of 
reproof,  which  no  sinner  can  commodiously  digest.  The 
friendship,  therefore,  subsisting  between  Crabtree  and  Pickle, 
had  of  late  suffered  several  symptomatic  shocks,  that  seemed 
to  prognosticate  a  total  dissolution ;  a  great  deal  of  smart 
dialogue  had  passed  in  their  private  conversations,  and  the 
senior  began  to  repent  of  having  placed  his  confidence  in 
such  an  imprudent,  headstrong,  ungovernable  youth. 

It  was  in  such  paroxysms  of  displeasure,  that  he  pro¬ 
phesied  misfortune  to  Peregrine,  and  even  told  him  one  morn¬ 
ing,  that  he  had  dreamed  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  two  East 
Indiamen,  on  board  of  which  he  had  hazarded  his  money.  But 
this  was  no  other  than  a  false  vision ;  for  in  a  few  weeks,  one 
of  them  arrived  at  her  moorings  in  the  river,  and  he  received 
a  thousand  in  lieu  of  eight  hundred  pounds  which  he  had 
lent  upon  bond  to  one  of  the  mates.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  informed,  that  the  other  ship,  in  which  he  was  con¬ 
cerned,  had,  in  all  probability,  lost  her  passage  for  the 
season,  by  being  unable  to  weather  the  Cape.  He  was  not 
at  all  concerned  at  that  piece  of  news,  knowing,  that  the 
longer  he  should  lie  out  of  his  money,  he  would  have  the 
more  interest  to  receive;  and  finding  his  present  difficulties 
removed  by  this  supply,  his  heart  began  to  dilate,  and  hi} 
countenance  to  resume  its  former  alacrity. 
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This  state  of  exultation,  however,  was  soon  interrupted  by 
a  small  accident,  which  he  could  not  foresee  :  he  was  visited 
one  morning  by  the  person  who  had  lent  his  friend  a  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  on  his  security,  and  given  to  understand,  that 
the  borrower  had  absconded,  in  consequence  of  a  disappoint¬ 
ment,  by  which  he  had  lost  the  whole  sum  and  all  hopes  of 
retrieving  it;  so  that  our  hero  was  now  liable  for  the  debt, 
which  he  besought  him  to  discharge  according  to  the  bond, 
that  he  (the  lender)  might  not  sutler  by  his  humanity.  It  may 
be  easily  conceived  that  Peregrine  did  not  receive  this  intel¬ 
ligence  in  cold  blood.  He  cursed  his  own  imprudence  in 
contracting  such  engagements  with  an  adventurer  whom  he 
did  not  sufficiently  know.  He  exclaimed  against  the  treach¬ 
ery  of  the  projector ;  and  having  for  some  time  indulged  his 
resentment  in  threats  and  imprecations,  inquired  into  the 
nature  of  the  scheme  which  had  miscarried. 

The  lender,  who  had  informed  himself  of  the  whole  af¬ 
fair,  gratified  his  curiosity  in  this  particular,  by  telling  him 
that  the  fugitive  had  been  cajolled  by  a  certain  knight  of  the 
post,  who  undertook  to  manage  the  thousand  pounds  in  such 
a  manner  as  would,  in  a  very  little  time,  make  him  perfect¬ 
ly  independent;  and  thus  he  delineated  the  plan  :  4  one  half 
of  the  sum,’  said  he,  i  shall  be  laid  out  in  jewels,  which  I 
will  pawn  to  certain  persons  of  credit  and  fortune,  who  lend 
money  upon  such  pledges  at  an  exorbitant  interest.  The 
other  shall  be  kept  for  relieving  them,  so  that  they  may  be 
again  deposited  with  a  second  set  of  those  honourable  usur¬ 
ers  ;  and  when  they  shall  have  been  circulated  in  this  man¬ 
ner  through  a  variety  of  hands,  we  will  extort  money  from 
each  of  the  pawnbrokers,  by  threatening  them  with  a  public 
prosecution,  for  exacting  illegal  interest ;  and  1  know  that 
they  will  bleed  freely,  rather  than  be  exposed  to  the  infamy 
attending  such  an  accusation.’  The  scheme  was  feasible, 
and  though  not  very  honourable,  made  such  an  impression 
upon  the  needy  borrower,  that  he  assented  to  the  proposal ; 
and,  by  our  hero’s  credit  the  money  was  raised.  The  jewels 
were  accordingly  purchased,  pawned,  relieved,  and  repledg- 
ed  by  the  agent,  who  undertook  to  manage  the  whole  af- 


220 


THE  ADVENTURES  OP 


fair;  and  so  judiciously  was  the  project  executed,  that  he 
could  have  easily  proved  each  lender  guilty  of  the  charge. 
Having  thus  far  successfully  transacted  the  business,  this 
faithful  agent  visited  them  severally  on  his  own  account,  to 
give  them  intimation,  that  his  employer  intended  to  sue  them 
on  the  statute  of  usury ;  upon  w  hich,  every  one  for  himselt 
bribed  the  informer  to  withdraw  his  evidence,  by  which 
alone  he  could  be  convicted  ;  and  having  received  these  gra¬ 
tifications,  he  had  thought  proper  to  retreat  into  France 
with  the  whole  booty,  including  the  original  thousand  that 
put  them  in  motion.  In  consequence  of  this  decampment, 
the  borrower  had  withdrawn  himself ;  so  that  the  lender  was 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his  security. 

This  was  a  very  mortifying  account  to  our  young  gentle¬ 
man,  who  in  vain  reminded  the  narrator  of  his  promise, 
importing,  that  he  would  not  demand  the  money,  until  he 
should  be  called  to  an  account  by  his  ward  ;  and  observed, 
that,  long  before  that  period,  the  fugitive  might  appear  and 
discharge  the  debt.  But  the  other  was  deaf  to  these  remon¬ 
strances  ;  alleging,  that  his  promise  was  provisional,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  borrower  would  deal  candidly  and  fair¬ 
ly;  that  he  had  forfeited  all  title  to  his  friendship  and  trust, 
by  the  scandalous  scheme  in  w  hich  he  had  embarked  ;  and 
that  his  treacherous  flight  from  his  security  was  no  proof  of 
his  honesty  and  intended  return ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a 
warning,  by  which  he  (the  lender)  was  taught  to  take  care 
of  himself.  He  therefore  insisted  upon  his  being  indemni¬ 
fied  immediately,  on  pain  of  letting  the  law  take  its  course ; 
and  Peregrine  was  actually  obliged  to  part  with  the  whole 
sum  he  had  so  lately  received.  But  this  payment  was  not 
made  without  extreme  reluctance,  indignation,  and  denunci¬ 
ation  of  eternal  war  against  the  absconder  and  the  rigid  cre¬ 
ditor,  betwixt  whom  he  suspected  some  collusion. 
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CHAPTER  XCI. 

Cadwallader  acts  the  part  of  a  comforter  to  his  friend;  and  in  his 
turn  is  consoled  by  Peregrine,  who  begins  to  find  himself  a  most 
egregious  dupe. 

This  new  misfortune,  which  he  justly  charged  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  own  folly,  recalled  his  chagrin  ;  and  though  he 
endeavoured  with  all  his  might  to  conceal  the  affair  from, 
the  knowledge  of  Cadwallader,  that  prying  observer  per¬ 
ceived  his  countenance  overcast.  The  projector’s  sudden 
disappearance  alarming  his  suspicion,  he  managed  his  in¬ 
quiries  with  so  much  art,  that  in  a  few  days  he  made  him¬ 
self  acquainted  with  every  particular  of  the  transaction,  and 
resolved  to  gratify  his  spleen  at  the  expence  of  the  impa¬ 
tient  dupe.  With  this  view,  he  took  an  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
cost  him  with  a  very  serious  air,  saying  a  friend  of  his  had 
immediate  occasion  for  a  thousand  pounds,  and  as  Peregrine 
had  the  exact  sum  lying  by  him,  he  would  take  it  as  a  great 
favour  if  he  would  part  with  it  for  a  few  months  on  undoubt¬ 
ed  security.  Had  Pickle  known  the  true  motive  of  this  de¬ 
mand,  he  would  in  all  likelihood  have  made  a  very  disa- 
greeble  answer  ;  but  Crabtree  had  wrapt  himself  up  so  se¬ 
curely  in  the  dissimulation  of  his  features,  that  the  youth 
could  not  possibly  penetrate  into  his  intention  ;  and  in  the 
most  galling  suspense  replied,  that  the  money  was  otherwise 
engaged.  The  misanthrope,  not  contented  with  this  irrita¬ 
tion,  assumed  the  prerogative  of  a  friend,  and  questioned 
him  so  minutely  about  the  disposal  of  the  cash,  that,  after 
numberless  evasions,  which  cost  him  a  world  of  torture  to 
invent,  he  could  contain  his  vexation  no  longer,  but  exclaim¬ 
ed,  in  a  rage, — ‘damn  your  impertinence!  ’tisgone  to  the 
devil,  and  that’s  enough!’  ‘  Thereafter,  as  it  may  be,’  (said 
this  tormentor,  with  a  most  provoking  indifference  of  aspect), 

‘  I  should  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  footing  ;  for  I  suppose 
you, have  some  expectation  of  advantage  from  that  quarter.’ 
‘  ’Sdeath!  sir,’  cried  the  impatient  youth,  ‘  if  I  had  any  ex¬ 
pectation  from  hell,  I  would  make  interest  with  you ;  for  I 
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believe,  from  my  soul,  you  are  one  of  its  most  favoured  mi¬ 
nisters  upon  earth.’  With  these  words,  he  flung  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  Cadwallader  very  well  satisfied  with  the  chas¬ 
tisement  he  had  bestowed. 

Peregrine  having  cooled  himself  with  a  solitary  walk  in 
the  park,  during  which  the  violence  of  his  choler  gradually 
evaporated,  and  his  reflection  was  called  to  a  serious  deli¬ 
beration  upon  the  posture  of  his  affairs,  he  resolved  to  re¬ 
double  his  diligence  and  importunity  with -his  patron  and 
the  minister,  in  order  to  obtain  some  sinecure,  which  would 
indemnify  him  for  the  damage  he  had  sustained  on  their  ac¬ 
count.  He  accordingly  went  to  his  lordship  and  signified 
his  demand,  after  having  told  him,  that  he  had  suffered  se¬ 
veral  fresh  losses,  which  rendered  an  immediate  provision 
of  that  sort  necessary  to  his  credit  and  subsistence. 

His  noble  friend  commended  him  for  the  regard  he  mani¬ 
fested  for  his  own  interest,  which  he  considered  as  a  proof 
of  his  being  at  last  detached  from  the  careless  inadvertency 
of  youth ;  he  approved  of  his  demand,  which  he  assured 
him  should  be  faithfully  transmitted  to  the  minister,  and 
backed  with  all  his  influence  ;  and  encouraged  his  hope,  by 
observing,  that  some  profitable  places  were  at  that  time  va¬ 
cant,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  unengaged. 

This  conversation  helped  to  restore  the  tranquillity  of 
Pickle’s  breast,  though  he  still  harboured  resentment  against 
Cadwallader,  on  account  of  the  last  insult  ;  and  on  the  in¬ 
stant  he  formed  a  plan  of  revenge.  He  knew  the  misan¬ 
thrope’s  remittances  from  his  estate  in  the  country  had  been 
of  late  very  scanty,  in  consequence  of  repairs  and  bankrupt¬ 
cies  among  his  tenants;  so  that,  in  spite  of  all  his  frugality, 
he  had  been  but  barely  able  to  maintain  his  credit,  and  even 
that  was  engaged  on  the  strength  of  his  running  rent.  Being 
therefore  intimately  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his 
fortune,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Crabtree,  subscribed  with  the 
name  of  his  principal  farmer’s  wife,  importing,  that  her  hus¬ 
band  being  lately  dead,  and  the  greatest  part  of  her  cattle 
destroyed  by  the  infectious  distemper,  she  found  herself  ut¬ 
terly  incapable  of  paying  the  rent  which  was  due,  or  even 
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of  keeping  the  farm,  unless  he  would,  out  of  his  great  good¬ 
ness,  be  pleased  to  give  her  some  assistance,  and  allow  her  to 
sit  free  for  a  twelvemonth  to  come.  This  intimation  he  found 
means  to  convey  by  post  from  a  market  town  adjoining  to 
the  farm,  directed  in  the  usual  style  to  the  cynic,  who  seeing 
it  stamped  with  the  known  marks,  could  not  possibly  suspect 
any  imposition. 

Hacknied  as  he  was  in  the  ways  of  life,  and  steeled  with 
his  boasted  stoicism,  this  epistle  threw  him  into  such  an 
agony  of  vexation,  that  a  double  proportion  of  souring  was 
visible  in  his  aspect,  when  he  was  visited  by  the  author,  who 
having  observed  and  followed  the  postman  at  a  proper  dis¬ 
tance,  introduced  a  conversation  upon  his  own  disappoint¬ 
ments,  in  which,  among  other  circumstances  of  his  own  ill 
luck,  he  told  him,  that  his  patron’s  steward  had  desired  to 
be  excused  from  paying  the  last  quarter  of  his  interest  pre¬ 
cisely  at  the  appointed  term,  for  which  reason  he  should  be 
utterly  void  of  cash,  and  therefore  requested  that  Crabtree 
would  accommodate  him  with  an  hundred  pieces  of  his  next 
remittance  from  the  country. 

This  demand  galled  and  perplexed  the  old  man  to  such  a 
degree,  that  the  muscles  of  his  face  assumed  a  contraction 
peculiarly  virulent,  and  exhibited  the  character  of  Diogenes 
with  a  most  lively  expression  ;  he  knew  that  a  confession  of 
his  true  situation  would  furnish  Pickle  with  an  opportunity 
to  make  reprisals  upon  him,  with  intolerable  triumph  ;  and 
that  by  a  downright  refusal  to  supply  his  wants,  he  would 
for  ever  forfeit  his  friendship  and  esteem,  and  might  provoke 
him  to  take  ample  vengeance  for  his  sordid  behaviour,  by 
exposing  him,  in  his  native  colours,  to  the  resentment  of 
those  whom  he  had  so  long  deceived.  These  considerations 
kept  him  some  time  in  a  most  rancorous  state  of  suspense, 
which  Peregrine  affected  to  misinterpret,  by  bidding  him 
freely  declare  his  suspicion,  if  he  did  not  think  it  safe  to 
comply  with  his  request,  and  he  would  make  shift  elsewhere. 

This  seeming  misconstruction  increased  the  torture  of  the 
misanthrope,  who,  with  the  utmost  irritation  of  feature, — 
‘  oons: !’  cried  he,  ‘  what  villainy  have  you  noted  in  my 
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conduct,  that  you  treat  me  like  a  rascally  usurer  ?’  Pere¬ 
grine  very  gravely  replied,  that  the  question  needed  no  an¬ 
swer  ;  i  for,’  said  he,  ‘  had  I  considered  you  as  an  usurer,  I 
would  have  come  with  a  security  under  my  arm ;  but  all 
evasion  apart,  will  you  stead  me  ?  will  you  pleasure  me  ? 
shall  I  have  the  money  :’  ‘  Would  it  were  in  your  belly, 

with  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  !’  (exclaimed  the  enraged  cynic) 
e  since  I  must  be  excrutiatcd,  read  that  plaguy  paper! — 
s'blood !  why  didn’t  nature  clap  a  pair  of  long  ears  and  a 
tail  upon  me,  that  I  might  be  a  real  ass,  and  champ  thistles 
on  some  common,  independent  of  my  fellow-creatures  ? 
Would  I  were  a  worm,  that  I  might  creep  into  the  earth, 
and  thatch  my  habitation  with  a  single  straw ;  or  rather  a 
wasp  or  a  viper,  that  I  might  make  the  rascally  world  feel 
my  resentment.  But  why  do  I  talk  of  rascality  ?  folly, 
folly,  is  the  scourge  of  life !  Give  me  a  scoundrel  (so  he  be 
a  sensible  one),  and  I  will  put  him  in  my  heart  of  hearts ! 
but  a  fool  is  more  mischievous  than  famine,  pestilence,  and 
war.  The  idiotical  hag  that  writes,  or  causes  to  be  writ,  this 
same  letter,  has  ruined  her  family,  and  broke  her  husband’s 
heart,  by  ignorance  and  mismanagement;  and  she  imputes 
her  calamity  to  Providence  with  a  vengeance  ;  and  so  I  am 
defrauded  of  three  hundred  pounds,  the  greatest  part  of 
which  I  owe  to  tradesmen,  w  hom  I  have  promised  to  pay 
this  very  quarter.  Pox  upon  her!  I  would  she  were  an 
horned  beast,  that  the  distemper  might  lay  hold  on  her. 
The  beldame  has  the  impudence  too  (after  she  has  brought 
me  into  this  dilemma)  to  solicit  my  assistance  to  stock  the 
farm  anew  !  Before  God,  I  have  a  good  mind  to  send  her 
an  halter,  and  perhaps  I  might  purchase  another  for  myself, 
but  that  I  would  not  furnish  food  for  laughter  to  knaves  and 
coxcombs.’ 

Peregrine  having  perused  the  billet,  and  listened  to  this 
ejaculation,  replied,  with  great  composure,  that  he  was 
ashamed  to  see  a  man  of  his  years  and  pretensions  to  philo- 
phy  so  ruffled  by  a  trifle.  {  What  signify  all  the  boasted 
hardships  you  have  overcome,’  said  he,  ‘  and  the  shrewd  ob¬ 
servations  you  pretend  to  have  made  on  human  nature  ? 
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Where  is  that  stoical  indifference  you  affirm  you  have  at¬ 
tained,  if  such  a  paltry  disappointment  can  disturb  you  in 
this  manner  ?  What  is  the  loss  of  three  hundred  pounds, 
compared  with  the  misfortunes  which  I  myself  have  under¬ 
gone  within  these  two  years  ?  Yet  you  will  take  upon  you 
to  act  the  censor,  and  inveigh  against  the  impatience  and 
impetuosity  of  youth,  as  if  you  yourself  had  gained  an  ab¬ 
solute  conquest  over  all  the  passions  of  the  heart.  You  was 
so  kind  as  to  insult  me  t’other  day  in  my  affliction,  by  re¬ 
proaching  me  with  indiscretion  and  misconduct  ;  suppose  f 
were  now  to  retort  the  imputation,  and  ask  how  a  man  of 
your  profound  sagacity  could  leave  your  fortune  at  the 
discretion  of  ignorant  peasants  ?  How  could  you  be  so 
blind  as  not  to  foresee  the  necessity  of  repairs,  together  with 
the  danger  of  bankruptcy,  murrain,  or  thin  crop  ?  Why 
did  you  not  convert  your  land  into  ready  money,  and  (as 
you  have  no  connections  in  life)  purchase  an  annuity,  on 
which  you  might  have  lived  at  your  ease,  without  any  fear 
of  the  consequence  ?— Can’t  you,  from  the  whole  budget  of 
your  philosophy,  cull  one  apophthegm  to  console  you  for 
this  trivial  mischance?’ 

4  Rot  your  rapidity,’  (said  the  cynic,  half  choaked  with 
gall), 4  if  the  cancer  or  the  pox  were  in  your  throat,  I  should 
not  be  thus  tormented  with  your  tongue;  and  yet  a  magpye 
shall  speak  infinitely  more  to  the  purpose.  Don’t  you  know, 
Mr.  Wiseacre,  that  my  case  does  not  fall  within  the  province 
of  philosophy  ?  Had  I  been  curtailed  of  all  my  members, 
racked  by  the  gout  and  gravel,  deprived  of  liberty,  robbed 
of  an  only  child,  or  visited  with  the  death  of  a  dear  friend 
like  you,  philosophy  might  have  contributed  to  my  consol¬ 
ation  :  but  will  philosophy  pay  my  debts,  or  free  me  from 
the  burden  of  obligation  to  a  set  of  fellows  whom  I  despise  ? 
— speak — pronounce — demonstrate — or  may  heaven  close 
your  mouth  for  ever  !’ 

4  These  are  the  comfortable  fruits  of  your  misanthropy,’ 
answered  the  youth,  4  your  laudable  scheme  of  detaching 
yourself  from  the  bonds  of  society,  and  of  moving  in  a  su¬ 
perior  sphere  of  your  own.  Had  not  you  been  so  peculiarly 
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sage,  and  intent  upon  laughing  at  mankind,  you  could  nevef 
have  been  disconcerted  by  such  a  pitiful  inconvenience;  any 
friend  would  have  accommodated  you  with  the  sum  in  ques¬ 
tion.  But  now  the  world  may  retort  the  laugh  ;  for  you 
stand  upon  such  an  agreeable  footing  with  your  acquaint¬ 
ance,  that  nothing  could  please  them  better  than  an  account 
of  your  having  given  disappointment  the  slip,  by  the  help 
of  a  noose  properly  applied.  This  I  mention  by  way  of 
hint,  upon  which  I  w  ould  have  you  chew  the  cud  of  reflec¬ 
tion  ;  and  should  it  come  to  that  issue,  I  will  use  my  whole 
interest  with  the  coroner  to  bring  in  his  verdict  lunaci/,  that 
your  carcase  may  have  Christian  burial.* 

So  saying,  he  withdrew,  very  well  satisfied  with  the  re¬ 
venge  he  had  taken,  which  operated  so  violently  upon  Crab¬ 
tree,  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  sole  consideration  men¬ 
tioned  above,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  had  recourse 
to  the  remedy  proposed.  But  his  unwillingness  to  oblige 
and  entertain  his  fellow -creatures  hindered  him  from  prac¬ 
tising  that  expedient,  till,  by  course  of  post,  he  was  happily 
undeceived  with  regard  to  the  situation  of  his  affairs ;  and 
that  information  had  such  an  effect  upon  him,  that  he  not 
only  forgave  our  hero  for  the  stratagem,  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  ascribed  to  the  right  author,  but  also  made  him  a 
tender  of  his  purse  ;  so  that  matters  for  the  present  were 
brought  to  an  amicable  accommodation. 

Meanwhile  Peregrine  never  slacked  in  his  attendance  upon 
the  great;  he  never  omitted  to  appear  upon  every  levee  day, 
employed  his  industry  and  penetration  in  getting  intelligence 
of  posts  that  were  unfilled,  and  every  day  recommended 
himself  to  the  good  offices  of  his  patron,  who  seemed  to  es¬ 
pouse  his  interest  with  great  cordiality  ;  nevertheless,  he  was 
always  too  late  in  his  application,  or  the  place  he  demanded 
chanced  to  be  out  of  the  minister’s  gift. 

These  intimations,  though  communicated  in  the  most 
warm  professions  of  friendship  find  regard,  gave  great  um¬ 
brage  to  the  young  gentleman,  who  considered  them  as  the 
evasions  of  an  insincere  courtier,  and  loudly  complained  of 
them  as  such  to  his  lordship,  signifying,  at  the  same  time, 
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an  intention  to  sell  his  mortgage  for  ready  money,  which  he 
would  expend  to  the  last  farthing  in  thwarting  his  honour, 
in  the  very  first  election  he  should  patronise.  His  lordship 
never  wanted  a  proper  exhortation  upon  these  occasions  :  he 
did  not  now  endeavour  to  pacify  him  with  assurances  of  the 
minister’s  favour,  because  he  perceived  that  these  medicines 
had,  by  repeated  use,  lost  their  effect  upon  our  adventurer, 
whose  menaces  he  now  combated  by  representing  that  the 
minister’s  purse  was  heavier  than  that  of  Mr.  Pickle ;  that, 
therefore,  should  he  make  a  point  of  opposing  his  interest, 
the  youth  must  infallibly  fail  in  the  contest ;  in  which  case 
he  would  find  himself  utterly  destitute  of  the  means  of  sub¬ 
sistence,  and  consequently  precluded  from  all  hope  of  pro¬ 
vision. 

This  was  an  observation,  the  truth  of  which  our  young 
gentleman  could  not  pretend  to  doubt,  though  it  did  not  at 
all  tend  to  the  vindication  of  his  honour’s  conduct.  Indeed 
Pickle  began  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  his  own  patron,  who, 
in  his  opinion,  had  trifled  with  his  impatience,  and  even 
eluded,  by  sorry  excuses,  his  desire  of  having  another  pri¬ 
vate  audience  of  the  first  mover.  His  lordship  also  began 
to  be  less  accessible  than  usual ;  and  Peregrine  had  been 
obliged  to  dun  the  steward  with  repeated  demands,  before 
he  could  finger  the  last  quarter  of  his  interest. 

Alarmed  by  these  considerations,  he  went  and  consulted 
the  nobleman  whom  he  had  obliged  in  the  affair  of  his  son, 
and  had  the  mortification  to  hear  but  a  very  indifferent  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  person  in  whom  he  had  so  long  confided.  This 
new  adviser,  who  (though  a  courtier)  was  a  rival  of  the 
other,  gave  our  adventurer  to  understand,  that  he  had  been 
leaning  upon  a  broken  reed ;  that  his  professed  patron  was 
a  man  of  a  shattered  fortune  and  decayed  interest,  which  ex¬ 
tended  no  farther  than  a  smile  and  a  whisper;  that,  for  his 
own  part,  he  should  have  been  proud  of  an  opportunity  to 
use  his  influence  with  the  minister  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Pickle — 

‘  but  since  you  have  put  yourself  under  the  protection  of  an¬ 
other  peer’  said  he,  ‘  whose  connections  interfere  with  mine, 

I  cannot  now  espouse  your  cause,  without  incurring  the  im- 
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putation  of  seducing  that  nobleman’s  adherents — a  charge 
which,  of  ali  others,  I  would  most  carefully  avoid.  How¬ 
ever,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  assist  you  with  my  private 
advice,  as  a  specimen  of  which,  I  now  counsel  you  to  insist 
upon  having  another  interview  with  Sir  Steady  Steerwell 
himself,  that  you  may  in  person  explain  your  pretensions, 
without  any  risk  of  being  misrepresented  ;  and  endeavour, 
if  possible,  to  draw  him  into  some  particular  promise,  from 
which  lie  cannot  retract,  with  any  regard  to  his  reputation ; 
for  general  profession  is  a  necessary  armour  worn  by  all  mi¬ 
nisters  in  their  own  defence,  against  the  importunity  of  those 
whom  they  will  not  befriend,  and  would  not  disoblige.’ 

This  advice  was  so  conformable  to  his  own  sentiments, 
that  our  adventurer  seized  the  first  opportunity  to  demand 
an  hearing,  and  plainly  told  his  patron,  that,  if  he  could  not 
be  indulged  with  that  favour,  he  should  look  upon  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  influence  to  be  very  small,  and  his  own  hopes  to  be  al¬ 
together  desperate ;  in  which  case  he  was  resolved  to  dispose 
of  the  mortgage,  purchase  an  annuity,  and  live  indepen¬ 
dent. 


CHAPTER  XCII. 

He  is  indulged  with  a  second  audience  ly  the  minister ,  of  whose' sin¬ 
cerity  he  is  convinced. . . .  His  pride  and  ambition  revive,  and  again 
are  mortified. 

If  the  young  gentleman’s  money  had  been  in  other  hands, 
perhaps  the  peer  would  have  been  at  very  little  pains,  either 
in  gratifying  his  demand,  or  opposing  his  revenge  ?  but  he 
knew  that  the  sale  of  the  mortgage  could  not  be  effected  with¬ 
out  an  inquiry,  to  which  he  did  not  wish  to  be  exposed. 
He  therefore  employed  all  his  interest  in  procuring  the  soli¬ 
cited  audience.  This  being  granted,  Peregrine,  with  great 
warmth  and  elocution,  expatiated  upon  the  injury  his  for¬ 
tune  had  suffered  in  the  affair  of  the  borough,  for  which  he 
had  stood  candidate ;  he  took  notice  of  the  disappointment 
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he  had  sustained  in  the  other  election,  reminded  him  of  the 
promises  with  which  he  had  been  amused,  and,  in  conclu¬ 
sion,  desired  to  know  what  he  had  to  expect  from  his  favour. 

The  minister  having  patiently  heard  him  to  an  end,  re¬ 
plied,  with  a  most  gracious  aspect,  that  he  was  very  well  in¬ 
formed  of  his  merit  and  attachment,  and  very  much  disposed 
to  convince  him  of  the  regard  which  he  paid  to  both ;  that 
till  of  late  he  did  not  know  the  nature  of  his  expectations, 
neither  had  he  the  power  of  creating  posts  for  those  whom 
he  was  inclined  to  serve  ;  but  if  Mr.  Pickle  would  chalk  out 
any  feasible  method  by  which  he  could  manifest  his  senti¬ 
ments  of  friendship,  he  should  not  be  backward  in  executing 
the  plan. 

Peregrine,  laying  hold  on  this  declaration,  mentioned  se¬ 
veral  places  which  he  knew  to  be  vacant :  but  the  old  evasion 
was  still  used  ;  one  of  them  was  not  in  his  department  of 
business,  another  had  been  promised  to  the  third  son  of  a 
certain  earl  before  the  death  of  the  last  possessor,  and  a  third 
was  encumbered  with  a  pension  that  ate  up  a  good  half  of 
the  appointments.  In  short,  such  obstructions  were  started 
to  all  his  proposals  as  he  could  not  possibly  surmount,  though 
he  plainly  perceived  they  were  no  other  than  specious  pre¬ 
texts  to  cover  the  mortifying  side  of  a  refusal.  Exasperated, 
therefore,  at  this  lack  of  sincerity  and  gratitude, — ‘  I  can 
easily  foresee,’  said  he,  4  that  such  difficulties  will  never  be 
wanting,  when  1  have  any  thing  to  ask ;  and  for  that  reason 
will  save  myself  the  trouble  of  any  farther  application.’  So 
saying,  he  withdrew  in  a  very  abrupt  manner,  breathing 
defiance  and  revenge.  But  his  patron,  who  did  riot  think 
proper  to  drive  him  to  extremities,  found  means  to  persuade 
his  honour  to  do  something  for  the  pacification  of  the  young 
man’s  choler  ;  and  that  same  evening  our  adventurer  receiv¬ 
ed  a  message  from  his  lordship,  desiring  to  see  him  imme¬ 
diately. 

In  consequence  of  this  intimation,  Pickle  went  to  his  house, 
and  appeared  before  him  with  a  very  cloudy  aspect,  which 
signified  to  whom  it  might  concern,  that  his  temper  was  at 
present  too  much  galled  to  endure  reproof;  and  therefore  the 
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sagacious  peer  forbore  taking  him  to  task  for  his  behaviour 
during  the  audience  he  had  obtained  ;  but  gave  him  to  un¬ 
derstand,  that  the  minister,  in  consideration  of  his  services, 
had  sent  him  a  bank  note  of  three  hundred  pounds,  with  a, 
promise  of  the  like  sum  yearly,  until  he  could  be  otherwise 
provided  for.  This  declaration  in  some  measure  appeased 
the  youth,  who  condescended  to  accept  the  present ;  and, 
next  levee  day,  made  his  acknowledgment  to  the  donor, 
who  favoured  him  with  a  smile  of  infinite  complaceney, 
which  entirely  dissipated  all  the  remains  of  his  resentment ; 
for,  as  he  could  not  possibly  divine  the  true  cause  of  his 
being  temporized  with,  he  looked  upon  this  condescension  as 
an  undoubted  proof  of  Sir  Steady’s  sincerity,  and  firmly  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  would  settle  him  in  some  place  vyith  the  first 
opportunity,  rather  than  continue  to  pay  this  pension  out  of 
his  own  pocket.  In  all  probability,  his  prediction  would 
have  been  verified,  had  not  an  unforeseen  accident  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  overwhelmed  the  bark  of  his  interest  at  court. 

Meanwhile,  this  short  gleam  of  good  fortune  recalled  the. 
ideas  of  pride  and  ambition  which  he  had  formerly  cherish¬ 
ed.  His  countenance  was  again  lifted  up,  his  good  humour 
retrieved,  and  his  mien  re-exalted.  Indeed,  he  began  to  be 
considered  as  a  rising  man  by  his  fello.w  dependents,  who 
saw  the  particular  notice  with  which  he  was  favoured  at  the 
public  levee ;  and  some  of  them,  for  that  reason,  were  at 
pains  to  court  his  good  graces.  He  no  longer  shunned  his 
lormer  intimates,  with  whom  a  good  part  of  his  fortune  had 
been  spent,  but  made  up  to  them  in  all  places  of  public  re¬ 
sort,  with  the  same  ease  and  familiarity  as  he  had  been  used 
to  express,  and  even  reimbarked  in  some  of  their  excesses, 
upon  the  strength  of  his  sanguine  expectation.  Cadwallader 
and  he  renewed  their  consultations  in  the  court  of  ridicule  ; 
and  divers  exploits  were  achieved,  to  the  confusion  of  those 
w  ho  had  sailed  into  the  north  of  their  displeasure. 

But  these  enjoyments  were  soon  interrupted  by  a  misfor¬ 
tune  equally  fatal  and  unexpected :  his  noble  patron  was 
seized  with  an  apoplectic  fit,  from  which  he  was  recovered 
by  the  physicians,  that  they  might  dispatch  hjrn  according 
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to  rule ;  and,  in  two  months  after  they  were  called,  he  went 
the  way  of  all  flesh.  Peregrine  was  very  much  afflicted  at 
this  event,  not  only  on  account  of  his  friendship  for  the  de¬ 
ceased,  to  whom  he  thought  himself  under  many  and  great 
obligations,  but  also  because  he  feared  that  his  own  interest 
would  suffer  a  severe  shock,  by  the  removal  of  this  noble¬ 
man,  whom  be  considered  as  its  chief  support.  He  put 
himself  therefore  in  mourning,  out  of  regard  to  the  memory 
of  his  departed  friend,  and  exhibited  genuine  marks  of  sor¬ 
row  and  concern,  though  he  had  in  reality  more  cause  to 
grieve  than  he  as  yet  imagined. 

When  quarter-day  came  about,  he  applied  to  the  steward 
of  his  lordship’s  heir  for  the  interest  of  his  money,  as  usuil ; 
and  the  reader  will  readily  own  he  had  some  reason  to  be  sur¬ 
prised,  when  he  was  told  he  had  no  claim  either  to  principal 
or  interest.  True  it  is,  the  manager  talked  very  civilly  as 
well  as  sensibly  on  the  subject.  ‘  Your  appearance,  sir,’ 
said  he  to  Pickle,  ‘  screens  you  from  all  suspicion  of  an  in¬ 
tended  fraud ;  but  the  mortgage  upon  those  lands  you  men¬ 
tion  was  granted  to  another  person  many  years  before  you 
pretend  to  have  lent  that  sum  ;  and  I  have,  this  very  morn¬ 
ing,  paid  one  quarter’s  interest,  as  appears  from  this  receipt, 
which  you  may  peruse  for  your  satisfaction.’ 

Peregrine  was  so  thunderstruck  at  this  information,  which 
stripped  him  of  his  all,  that  he  could  not  utter  one  word  ;  a 
circumstance  that  did  no  great  honour  to  his  character  in  the 
opinion  of  the  steward,  who,  in  good  earnest,  began  to  en¬ 
tertain  some  doubts  of  his  integrity  :  for,  among  the  papers 
of  the  deceased,  which  he  had  examined,  there  was  no  writ¬ 
ing,  memorandum,  or  receipt,  relating  to  this  encumbrance. 
After  a  long  pause  of  stupefaction,  Peregrine  recollected  him¬ 
self  so  far  as  to  observe,  that  either  he  was  egregiously  mis¬ 
taken,  or  the  predecessor  of  his  lord  the  greatest  villain  up¬ 
on  earth.  ‘  But  Mr.  Whatd’yecallum,’  said  he,  ‘  you  must 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  your  bare  assertion  in  this 
affldr  will  by  no  means  induce  me  to  put  up  quietly  with  the 
loss  of  ten  thousand  pounds.’ 

Having  thus  expressed  himself,  he  retired  from  the  house 
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so  discontented  at  this  demur,  that  he  scarce  knew  whether 
lie  moved  upon  his  head  or  heels  ;  and  the  Park  chancing 
to  lie  in  his  way,  he  sauntered  about,  giving  vent  to  a  soli¬ 
loquy  in  praise  of  his  departed  friend,  the  burden  of  which 
was  a  string  of  incoherent  curses  imprecated  upon  himself; 
till  his  transports  by  degrees  giving  way  to  his  reflection,  he 
deliberated  seriously  and  sorrowfully  upon  his  misfortune, 
and  resolved  to  consult  lawyers  without  loss  of  time.  But, 
first  of  all,  he  proposed  to  make  personal  application  to  the 
heir,  who,  by  a  candid  representation  of  the  case,  might  be 
inclined  to  do  him  justice. 

In  consequence  of  this  determination,  he  next  morning  put 
his  w  ritings  in  his  pocket,  and  went  in  a  chair  to  the  house 
of  the  young  nobleman,  to  whom  being  admitted  by  virtue 
of  his  appearance,  and  a  small  gratification  to  the  porter, 
he  explained  the  whole  affair,  corroborating  his  assertions 
w  ith  the  papers  which  he  produced,  and  describing  the  dis¬ 
grace  that  w  ould  be  entailed  upon  the  memory  of  the  deceas¬ 
ed,  should  he  be  obliged  to  seek  redress  in  a  public  court 
of  justice. 

The  executor,  who  was  a  person  of  good  breeding,  con¬ 
doled  him  upon  his  loss  with  great  good-nature,  though  he 
did  not  seem  much  surprised  at  his  account  of  the  matter  ; 
but  wished,  that,  since  the  fraud  must  have  been  committed, 
the  damage  had  fallen  upon  the  first  mortgager,  who  (he 
said)  was  a  thievish  usurer,  grown  rich  by  the  distresses  of 
his  fellow-creatures.  In  answer  to  our  hero’s  remonstrances, 
lie  observed,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  himself  as  obliged  to 
pay  the  least  regard  to  the  character  of  his  predecessor,  who 
bad  used  him  with  great  barbarity  and  injustice,  not  only  in 
excluding  him  from  his  countenance  and  assistance,  but  also 
in  prejudicing  his  inheritance  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power  ; 
so  that  it  could  not  be  reasonably  expected  that  he  would  pay 
ten  thousand  pounds  of  his  debt,  for  which  he  had  received 
no  value.  Peregrine,  in  spite  of  his  chagrin,  could  not  help 
owning  within  himself,  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  reason 
in  this  refusal.  After  having  given  loose  to  his  indignation, 
in  the  most  violent  invectives  against  the  defunct,  he  took 
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his  leave  of  the  complaisant  heir,  and  had  immediate  recourse 
to  the  advice  of  counsel,  who  assured  him  that  he  had  an 
excellent  plea,  and  was  accordingly  retained  in  the  cause. 

All  these  measures  were  taken  in  the  first  vigour  of  his  ex- 

O 

ertion,  during  which  his  spirits  were  so  fluttered  with  the  di¬ 
versity  of  passions  produced  by  his  mischance,  that  he  mistook 
for  equanimity  that  which  was  no  other  than  intoxication  ; 
and  two  whole  days  elapsed,  before  he  attained  a  due  sense 
of  his  misfortune.  Then  indeed  he  underwent  a  woful  self- 
examination  ;  every  circumstance  of  the  inquiry  added  fresh 
pangs  to  his  reflection  ;  and  the  result  of  the  whole  was  a 
discovery,  that  his  fortune  was  totally  consumed,  and  him¬ 
self  reduced  to  a  state  of  the  most  deplorable  dependence. 
This  suggestion  alone  might  (in  the  anguish  of  his  despond¬ 
ency)  have  driven  him  to  some  desperate  course,  had  it  not 
been  in  some  measure  qualified  by  the  confidence  of  his  law¬ 
yers,  and  the  assurance  of  the  minister,  which  (slender  as 
the  world  hath  generally  found  them)  were  the  only  bulwarks 
between  misery  and  him. 

The  mind  is  naturally  pliable,  and,  provided  it  has  the 
least  hope  to  lean  upon,  adapts  itself  wonderfully  to  the  em¬ 
ergencies  of  fortune,  especially  when  the  imagination  is  gay 
and  luxuriant.  This  was  the  case  with  our  adventurer ;  in¬ 
stead  of  indulging  the  melancholy  ideas  which  his  loss  in¬ 
spired,  he  had  recourse  to  the  flattering  delusions  of  hope, 
soothing  himself  with  unsubstantial  plans  of  future  greatness, 
and  endeavouring  to  cover  what  was  past  with  the  veil  of 
oblivion. 

After  some  hesitation,  he  resolved  to  make  Crabtree  ac¬ 
quainted  with  his  misfortune,  that  once  for  all  he  might  pass 
the  ordeal  of  his  satire,  without  subjecting  himself  to  a  long 
series  of  sarcastic  hints  and  doubtful  allusions,  which  he  could 
not  endure.  He  accordingly  took  the  first  opportunity  of 
telling  him,  that  he  was  absolutely  ruined  by  the  perfidy  of 
his  patron,  and  desired  that  he  would  not  aggravate  his  af¬ 
fliction  by  those  cynical  remarks  which  were  peculiar  to  men 
of  his  misanthropical  disposition.  Cadwallader  listened  to 
this  declaration  with  internal  surprise,  which,  however,  pro- 
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duced  no  alteration  in  his  countenance,  and,  after  some 
pause,  observed,  that  our  hero  had  no  reason  to  look  for  any 
new  observation  from  him  upon  this  event,  which  he  had 
long  foreseen,  and  daily  expected  ;  and  exhorted  him,  with 
an  ironical  sneer,  to  console  himself  with  the  promise  of  the 
minister,  who  would  doubtless  discharge  the  debts  of  his  de¬ 
ceased  bosom-friend. 


CHAPTER  XCIII. 

Peregrine  commits  himself  to  the  public,  and  is  admitted  member  of 
a  college  of  authors. 

The  bitterness  of  this  explanation  being  passed,  our  young 
gentleman  began  to  revolve  within  himself  schemes  for  mak¬ 
ing  up  the  deficiencies  of  his  yearly  income,  which  was  now 
so  grievously  reduced,  and  determined  to  profit,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  by  those  talents  which  he  owed  to  nature  and 
education.  He  had,  in  his  affluence,  heard  of  several  authors, 
who,  without  any  pretensions  to  genius,  or  human  literature, 
earned  a  very  genteel  subsistence  by  undertaking  work  for 
booksellers,  in  which  reputation  was  not  at  all  concerned. 
One  (for  example)  professed  all  manner  of  translation,  at  so 
much  per  sheet,  and  actually  kept  five  or  six  amanuenses 
continually  employed,  like  so  many  clerks  in  a  counting- 
house  ;  by  which  means  he  was  enabled  to  live  at  his  ease, 
and  enjoy  his  friend  and  his  bottle,  ambitious  of  no  other 
character  than  that  of  an  honest  man,  and  a  good  neighbour. 
Another  projected  a  variety  of  plans  for  new  dictionaries, 
which  were  executed  under  his  eye  by  day-labourers ;  and 
the  province  of  a  third  was  history  and  voyages,  collected 
or  abridged  by  understrappers  of  the  same  class. 

Mr.  Pickle,  in  his  comparisons,  paid  such  deference  to 
his  own  capacity,  as  banished  all  doubts  of  his  being  able 
to  excel  any  of  those  undertakers  in  their  different  branches 
of  profession,  if  ever  he  should  be  driven  to  that  experi¬ 
ment  ; — but  his  ambition  prompted  him  to  make  his  interest 
$nd  glory  coincide,  by  attempting  some  performance  which 
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should  do  him  honour  with  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time 
establish  his  importance  among  the  copy-purchasers  in  town. 
With  this  view  he  worshipped  the  muse;  and  conscious  of 
the  little  regard  which  is,  in  this  age,  paid  to  every  species 
of  poetic  composition,  in  which  neither  satire  nor  obscenity 
occurs,  he  produced  an  imitation  of  Juvenal,  and  lashed 
some  conspicuous  characters,  with  equal  truth,  spirit,  and 
severity.  Though  his  name  did  not  appear  in  the  title-page 
of  this  production,  he  managed  matters  so,  as  that  the  work 
was  universally  imputed  to  the  true  author,  who  was  not  al¬ 
together  disappointed  in  his  expectations  of  success  ;  for  the 
impression  was  immediately  sold  off’,  and  the  piece  became 
the  subject  of  conversation  in  all  assemblies  of  taste. 

This  happy  exordium  not  only  attracted  the  addresses  of 
the  booksellers,  who  made  interest  for  his  acquaintance,  but 
also  roused  the  notice  of  a  society  of  authors,  who  styled 
themselves  the  College,  from  which  he  was  honoured  with 
a  deputation,  offering  to  enrol  him  a  member  by  unanimous 
consent.  The  person  employed  for  this  purpose  being  a  bard 
who  had  formerly  lasted  of  our  hero’s  bounty,  used  all  his 
eloquence  to  persuade  him  to  comply  with  the  advances  of 
their  fraternity,  which  he  described  in  such  a  manner  as  in¬ 
flamed  the  curiosity  of  Pickle,  who  dismissed  the  ambassa¬ 
dor,  with  an  acknowledgment  of  the  great  honour  they  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him,  and  a  faithful  promise  of  endeavouring  to 
merit  the  continuance  of  their  approbation. 

He  was  afterwards,  by  the  same  minister,  instructed  in  the 
ceremonies  of  the  college  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  infor¬ 
mation,  composed  an  ode,  to  be  publicly  recited  on  the 
evening  of  his  introduction.  He.  understood  that  this  con¬ 
stitution  was  no  other  than  a  body  of  authors,  incorporated 
by  mutual  consent,  for  their  joint  advantage  and  satisfaction, 
opposed  to  another  assembly  of  the  same  kind,  their  avowed 
enemies  and  detractors.  No  wonder,  then,  that  they  sought 
to  strengthen  themselves  with  such  a  valuable  acquisition  as 
our  hero  was  like  to  prove.  The  college  consisted  of  authors 
only,  and  these  of  all  degrees  in  point  of  reputation,  from 
the  fabricator  of  a  son^  set  to  music,  and  syng  at  Mary  bone, 
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to  the  dramatic  bard  who  had  appeared  in  buskins  upon  the 
stage  ;  nay,  one  of  the  members  had  actually  finished  eight 
books  of  an  epic  poem,  for  the  publication  of  which,  he  was, 
at  that  time,  soliciting  subscriptions. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  such  a  congregation  of  the  sons 
of  Apollo  would  si-ta  whole  evening  with  order  and  decorum, 
unless  they  were  under  the  check  of  some  established  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  this  inconvenience  having  been  foreseen,  they  had 
elected  a  president,  vested  with  full  power  to  silence  any 
member  or  members  that  should  attempt  to  disturb  the  har¬ 
mony  and  subordination  of  the  whole.  The  sage,  who  at 
this  time  possessed  the  chair,  was  a  person  in  years,  whose 
countenance  was  a  lively  portraiture  of  that  rancorous  dis¬ 
content  which  follows  repeated  damnation.  He  had  been 
extremely  unfortunate  in  his  theatrical  productions,  and  was 
(to  use  the  w  ords  of  a  profane  wag,  who  assisted  at  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  his  last  play)  by  this  time  damned  beyond  re¬ 
demption.  Nevertheless,  he  still  tarried  about  the  skirts  of 
Parnassus,  translating  some  of  the  classics,  and  writing  mis¬ 
cellanies  ;  and,  by  dint  of  an  invincible  assurance,  super¬ 
cilious  insolence,  the  most  undaunted  virulence  of  tongue, 
and  some  knowledge  of  life,  lie  made  shift  to  acquire,  and 
maintain  the  character  of  a  man  of  learning  and  wit,  in  the 
opinion  of  people  who  had  neither  ;  that  is,  thirty-nine  in 
forty  of  those  with  whom  he  associated  himself.  He  was  even 
looked  upon  in  this  light  by  some  few  of  the  college;  though 
the  major  part  of  those  who  favoured  his  election  were  such 
as  dreaded  his  malice,  respected  his  experience  and  seniority, 
or  hated  his  competitor,  who  was  the  epic  poet. 

The  chief  end  of  this  ^society  (as  I  have  already  hinted) 
was  to  assist  and  support  each  other  in  their  productions, 
which  they  mutually  recommended  to  sale,  with  all  their  art 
and  influence,  not  only  in  private  conversation,  but  also  in 
occasional  epigrams,  criticisms,  and  advertisements  inserted 
in  the  public  papers.  This  science,  which  is  known  by  the 
vulgar  appellation  of  puffing,  they  carried  to  such  a  pitch 
of  finesse,  that  an  author  very  often  wrote  an  abusive  an¬ 
swer  to  his  own  performance,  in  order  to  inflame  the  curiosity 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


237 


of  the  town,  by  which  it  had  been  over-looked.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this  general  unanimity  in  the  college,  a  private  ani¬ 
mosity  had  long  subsisted  between  the  two  rivals  I  have 
mentioned,  on  account  of  precedence,  to  which  both  laid 
claim,  though,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  it  had  been  decided 
in  favour  of  the  present  chairman.  The  grudge  indeed  never 
proceeded  to  any  degree  of  out  rage  or  defiance,  but  manifested 
itself  at  every  meeting,  in  attempts  to  eclipse  each  other  in 
smart  sayings  and  pregnant  repartee  ;  so  that  there  was  al¬ 
ways  a  delicate  mess  of  this  kind  of  wit  served  up  in  the  front 
of  the  evening,  for  the  entertainment  and  example  of  the 
junior  members,  who  never  failed  to  divide  upon  this  oc¬ 
casion,  declaring  themselves  for  one  or  other  of  the  combat¬ 
ants,  whom  they  encouraged  by  their  looks,  gestures,  and 
applause,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dispute. 

This  honourable  consistory  was  held  in  the  best  room  of 
an  ale-house,  which  afforded  wine,  punch,  or  beer,  suitable 
to  the  purse  or  inclination  of  every  individual,  who  sepa¬ 
rately  paid  for  his  own  choice  : — and  here  was  our  hero  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  midst  of  twenty  strangers,  who,  by  their 
looks  and  equipage,  formed  a  very  picturesque  variety.  He 
was  received  with  a  most  gracious  solemnity,  and  placed 
upon  the  right  hand  of  the  president,  who,  having  com¬ 
manded  silence,  recited  aloud  his  introductory  ode,  which 
met  with  universal  approbation.  Then  was  tendered  to  him 
the  customary  oath,  obliging  him  to  consult  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  the  society  as  far  as  it  should  lie  in  his  power, 
in  every  station  of  life;  and  this  being  taken,  his  temples 
w'ere  bound  with  a  wreath  of  laurel,  which  was  kept  sacred 
for  such  inauguration. 

When  these  rites  were  performed  with  all  due  ceremony, 
the  new  member  cast  his  eyes  around  the  place,  and  took  a 
more  accurate  survey  of  his  brethren,  among  whom  he  ob¬ 
served  a  strange  collection  of  periwigs,  with  regard  to  the 
colour,  fashions,  and  dimensions,  w  hich  were  such  as  he  had 
never  seen  before.  Those  who  sat  on  each  side,  nearest  the 
president,  were  generally  distinguished  by  venerable  ties, 
the  foretops  of  which  exhibited  a  surprising  diversify, ;  soma 
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of  (hem  rose  slanting  backwards,  like  the  glacis  of  a  forti¬ 
fication  ;  some  were  elevated  in  two  distinct  eminences,  like 
the  hills  Helicon  and  Parnassus ;  and  others  were  curled  and 
reflected,  as  the  horns  of  Jupiter  Ammon.  Next  to  these, 
the  majors  took  place,  many  of  which  were  mere  succeda- 
nea,  made  by  the  application  of  an  occasional  rose  to  the 
tail  of  a  lank  bob  ;  and  in  the  lower  form  appeared  masses 
of  hair,  w  hich  would  admit  of  no  description. 

Their  clothes  were  tolerably  well  suited  to  the  furniture  of 
their  heads,  the  apparel  of  the  upper  bench  being  decent  and 
clean,  while  that  of  the  second  class  was  threadbare  and 
soiled ;  and,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  he  perceived  di¬ 
vers  efforts  made  to  conceal  their  rent  breeches  and  dirty 
linen  ;  nay,  he  could  distinguish  by  their  countenances  the 
different  kinds  of  poetry  in  which  they  exercised  the  muse  : 
He  saw  Tragedy  conspicuous  in  a  grave  solemnity  of  regard, 
Satire  louring  in  a  frown  of  envy  and  discontent,  Elegy 
whining  in  a  funeral  aspect,  Pastoral  dozing  in  a  most  in¬ 
sipid  languor  of  face,  Ode-writing  delineated  in  a  distracted 
stare,  and  Epigram  squinting  with  a  pert  sneer.  Perhaps  our 
hero  refined  too  much  in  his  penetration,  when  he  affirmed, 
that  over  and  above  these  discoveries,  he  could  plainly  per¬ 
ceive  the  state  of  every  one's  finances,  and  would  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  have  guessed  each  particular  sum,  without  vary-* 
ing  three  farthings  from  the  truth. 

The  conversation,  instead  of  becoming  general,  began  to 
fall  into  parties  ;  and  the  epic  poet  had  actually  attracted 
the  attention  of  a  private  committee,  when  the  chairman 
interposed,  calling  aloud, — ‘  no  cabals,  no  conspiracies, 
gentlemen.’  His  rival  thinking  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
make  some  reply  to  this  rebuke,  answered, — ‘  we  have  no  se¬ 
crets  ;  he  that  hath  ears,  let  him  hear.’  This  was  spoke  as 
an  intimation  to  the  company,  whose  looks  were  instantly 
whetted  w  ith  the  expectation  of  their  ordinary  meal ;  but  the 
president  seemed  to  decline  the  contest;  for,  without  putting 
on  his  fighting  face,  he  calmly  replied,  that  he  had  seen  Mr. 
Metaphor  tip  the  wink,  and  whisper  to  one  of  his  confede¬ 
rates,  and  thence  judged,  that  there  was  soiuething  myste- 
rious  on  the  carpet. 
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The  epic  poet,  believing  his  antagonist  crestfallen,  resolved 
to  take  the  advantage  of  his  dejection,  that  he  might  enhance 
his  own  character  in  the  opinion  of  the  stranger  ;  and,  with 
that  view,  asked,  with  an  air  of  exultation,  if  a  man  might 
not  be  allowed  to  have  a  convulsion  in  his  eye,  without  be¬ 
ing  suspected  of  a  conspiracy  ?  The  president,  perceiving 
his  drift,  and  piqued  at  his  presumption, — ‘  to  be  sure,’  said 
he,  ‘a  man  of  a  weak  head  may  be  very  well  supposed  to  have 
convulsions  in  his  eyes.’  This  repartee  produced  a  laugh  of 
triumph  among  the  chairman’s  adherents  ;  one  of  w  hom  ob¬ 
served,  that  his  rival  had  got  a  smart  rap  on  the  pate.  ‘  Yes,* 
replied  the  bard,  ‘  in  that  respect  Mr.  Chairman  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  me. — Had  my  head  been  fortified  with  a  horn- 
work,  I  should  not  have  been  so  sensible  of  the  stroke.’  This 
retort,  which  carried  a  severe  allusion  to  the  president’s  wife, 
lighted  up  the  countenances  of  the  aggressor’s  friends,  which 
had  begun  to  be  a  little  obumbrated ;  and  had  a  contrary 
effect  upon  the  other  faction,  till  their  chief,  collecting  all 
his  capacity,  returned  the  salute,  by  observing,  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  an  horn-work,  when  the  covered  way  was 
not  worth  defending. 

Such  a  reprisal  upon  Mr.  Metaphor’s  yoke-fellow,  who 
was  by  no  means  remarkable  for  her  beauty,  could  not  fail  to 
operate  upon  the  hearers ;  and  as  for  the  bard  himself,  he 
was  evidently  milled  by  the  refiectioif;  to  which,  however, 
he,  without  hesitation,  replied, — ‘  egad  !  ’tis  my  opinion, 
that  if  your  covered  way  was  laid  open  few  people  would 
venture  to  give  the  assault.’  ‘  Not  unless  their  batteries  were 
more  effectual  than  the  fire  of  your  wit,’  said  the  president. 
‘  As  for  that  matter,’  cried  the  other  with  precipitation, ‘  they 
would  have  no  occasion  to  batter  in  breach ;  they  would 
find  the  angle  of  the  lapucelle  bastion  demolished  to  their 
hands :  he,  he !’  1  But  I  believe  it  would  surpass  your  un¬ 
derstanding,’  resumed  the  chairman,  ‘  to  fill  up  the  fosse.7 
‘  That,  I  own,  is  impracticable,’  replied  the  bard,  ‘there  I 
should  meet  with  an  hiatus  viaxime  dejiendus !' 

The  president,  exasperated  at  this  insinuation,  in  presence 
of  the  new  member,  exclaimed,  with  indignation  in  his  looks, 
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— 4  and  yet,  if  a  body  of  pioneers  were  set  at  work  upon  your 
skull,  they  would  find  rubbish  enough  to  choke  up  all  the 
common  sewers  in  town.’  Here  a  groan  was  uttered  by  the 
admirers  of  the  epic  poet,  who,  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff  with 
great  composure, — ‘  when  a  man  grows  scurrilous,’  said  he, 
4  I  take  it  for  an  undoubted  proof  of  his  overthrow.’  4  If  that 
be  the  case,’  cried  the  other,  ‘you  yourself  must  be  the  van¬ 
quished  party,  for  you  was  the  first  that  was  driven  to  per¬ 
sonal  abuse.’  4  I  appeal,’  answered  the  bard,  4  to  those  who 
can  distinguish. — Gentlemen,  your  judgment.’ 

'  This  reference  produced  an  universal  clamour,  and  the 
whole  college  was  involved  in  confusion.  Every  man  enter¬ 
ed  into  dispute  with  his  neighbour  on  the  merits  of  this 
cause.  The  chairman  interposed  his  authority  in  vain  ;  the 
noise  grew  louder  and  louder,  the  disputants  waxed  warm  ; 
the  epithets  of  blockhead,  fool,  and  scoundrel,  were  bandied 
about.  Peregrine  enjoyed  the  uproar,  and,  leaping  upon 
the  table,  sounded  the  charge  to  battle,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  commenced  in  ten  different  duels.  The  lights  were  ex¬ 
tinguished  ;  the  combatants  thrashed  one  another  without 
distinction  ;  the  mischievous  Pickle  distributed  sundry  ran¬ 
dom  blows  in  the  dark  ;  and  the  people  below,  being  alarmed 
with  the  sound  of  application,  the  overturning  of  chairs, 
and  the  outcries  of  those  who  were  engaged,  came  up  stairs 
in  a  body  with  lights  to  reconnoitre,  and,  if  possible,  quell 
this  hideous  tumult. 

Objects  were  no  sooner  rendered  visible,  than  the  field  of 
battle  exhibited  strange  groupes  of  the  standing  and  the 
fallen.  Each  of  Mr.  Metaphor’s  eyes  was  surrounded  with 
a  circle  of  a  livid  hue;  and  the  president’s  nose  distilled  a 
quantity  of  clotted  blood.  One  of  the  tragic  authors,  find¬ 
ing  himself  assaulted  in  the  dark,  had,  by  way  of  a  poniard, 
employed  upon  his  adversary’s  throat  a  knife  which  lay  up¬ 
on  the  table,  for  the  convenience  of  cutting  cheese  ;  but,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  the  edge  of  it  was  not  keen  enough  to 
enter  the  skin,  which  it  had  only  scratched  in  divers  places., 
A  satirist  had  almost  bit  off  the  ear  of  a  lyric  bard.  Shirts 
and  neckcloths  were  torn  to  rags;  and  there  was  such  a 
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woeful  wreck  of  periwigs  on  the  floor,  that  no  examination 
could  adjust  the  property  of  the  owners,  the  greatest  part  of 
whom  were  obliged  to  use  handkerchiefs  by  way  of  night¬ 
caps. 

The  fray,  however,  ceased  at  the  approach  of  those  who 
interposed  ;  part  of  the  combatants  being  tired  of  an  exer¬ 
cise  in  which  they  had  received  nothing  but  hard  blows  ; 
part  of  them  being  intimidated  by  the  remonstrances  of  th6' 
landlord  and  his  company,  who  threatened  to  call  the  watch  ; 
and  a  very  few  being  ashamed  of  the  scandalous  dispute  in 
which  they  were  detected.  But  though  the  battle  was  ended, 
it  was  impossible,  for  that  evening,  to  restore  harmony  and 
good  order  to  the  society,  which  broke  up  after  the  presi¬ 
dent  had  pronounced  a  short  and  confused  apology  to  our 
adventurer,  for  the  indecent  uproar  which  had  unfortunate¬ 
ly  happened  on  the  first  night  of  his  admission. 

Indeed,  Peregrine  deliberated  with  himself,  whether  or 
not  his  reputation  would  allow  him  to  appear  again  among 
this  venerable  fraternity ;  but,  as  he  knew  some  of  them  to 
be  men  of  real  genius,  how  ridiculous  soever  their  carriage 
might  be  modified,  and  was  of  that  laughing  disposition, 
which  is  always  seeking  food  for  mirth,  as  Horace  observes  of 
Philippus, 

Risus  undique  quaerit ; 

he  resolved  to  frequent  the  college,  notwithstanding  this  ac¬ 
cident  which  happened  at  his  inauguration ;  being  thereto, 
moreover,  induced  by  his  desire  of  knowing  the  private  his¬ 
tory  of  the  stage,  with  which  he  supposed  some  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  perfectly  well  acquainted.  He  was  also  visited,  before 
the  next  meeting,  by  his  introductor,  who  assured  him,  that 
such  a  tumult  had  never  happened  since  the  first  institution 
of  the  assembly,  till  that  very  night ;  and  promised,  that,  for 
the  future,  he  should  have  no  cause  to  be  scandalized  at  their 
behaviour. 

Persuaded  by  these  motives  and  assurances,  he  trusted 
himself  once  more  in  the  midst  of  their  community,  and 
every  thing  proceeded  with  great  decorum ;  all  dispute  and 
Voi.  HI.  Q 
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altercation  was  avoided,  and  the  college  applied  itself  se¬ 
riously  to  the  purposes  of  its  meeting,  namely,  to  hear  the 
grievances  of  individuals,  and  assist  them  with  salutary  ad¬ 
vice.  The  first  person  that  craved  redress  was  a  noisy  North 
Briton,  who  complained,  in  a  strange  dialect,  that  lie  had, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  season,  presented  a  comedy  to  the 
manager  of  a  certain  theatre,  who,  after  it  had  lain  six 
weeks  in  his  hands,  returned  it  to  the  author,  affirming  there 
was  neither  sense  nor  English  in  the  performance. 

The  president,  who,  by  the  by,  had  revised  the  piece, 
thinking  his  own  reputation  concerned,  declared,  in  presence 
of  the  whole  society,  that,  with  regard  to  sense,  he  would 
not  undertake  to  vindicate  the  production  ;  but,  in  point  of 
language,  no  fault  could  be  justly  laid  to  its  charge :  ‘  the 
case,  however,  is  very  plain,’  said  he, 4  the  manager  never  gave 
himself  the  trouble  to  peruse  the  play,  but  formed  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  it  from  the  conversation  of  the  author,  never  dream¬ 
ing  that  it  had  undergone  the  rcvisal  of  an  English  writer; 
be  that  as  it  will,  you  are  infinitely  obliged  to  him  for  hav¬ 
ing  dispatched  you  so  soon,  and  I  shall  have  the  better  opi¬ 
nion  of  him  for  it  so  long  as  I  live ;  for  I  have  known  other- 
guise  authors  than  you,  that  is,  in  point  of  interest  and  fame, 
kept  in  continual  attendance  and  dependance  during  the  best 
part  of  their  lives,  and,  after  all,  disappointed  in  the  expect¬ 
ation  of  seeing  their  performances  exhibited  on  the  stage.’ 


CHAPTER  XCIV. 

Further  proceedings  of  the  college. 

r*Hrs  affair  was  no  sooner  discussed,  than  another  gentle¬ 
man  exhibited  a  complaint,  signifying,  that  he  had  under¬ 
taken  to  translate  into  English  a  certain  celebrated  author, 
who  had  been  cruelly  mangled  by  former  attempts;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  his  design  took  air,  the  proprietors  of  those 
miserable  translations  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice  his  work, 
by  industrious  insinuations,  contrary  to  truth  and  fair  deal¬ 
ing,  importing,  that  he  did  not  understand  one  word  of  the 
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language  which  lie  pretended  to  translate.  This  being  a  case 
that  nearly  concerned  the  greatest  part  of  the  audience,  it 
was  taken  into  serious  deliberation :  some  observed,  that  it 
was  not  only  a  malicious  effort  against  the  plaintiff,  but  also 
a  spiteful  advertisement  to  the  public,  tending  to  promote 
an  inquiry  into  the  abilities  of  all  other  translators,  few  of 
whom,  it  was  well  known,  were  so  qualified  as  to  stand  the 
test  of  such  examination.  Others  said,  that  over  and  above 
this  consideration,  which  ought  to  have  its  due  weight  with 
the  college,  there  was  a  necessity  for  concerting  measures  to 
humble  the  presumption  of  booksellers,  who  had,  from  time 
immemorial,  taken  all  opportunities  to  oppress  and  enslave 
their  authors ;  not  only  by  limiting  men  of  genius  to  the 
wages  of  journeymen  tailors,  without  even  allowing  them 
one  sabbath  in  the  week,  but  also  in  taking  such  advantages 
of  their  necessities  as  were  inconsistent  with  justice  and  hu¬ 
manity.  ‘  For  example,’  said  one  of  the  members,  f  after  I 
myself  had  acquired  a  little  reputation  with  the  town,  I  was 
caressed  by  one  of  those  tyrants,  who  professed  a  friendship 
for  me,  and  even  supplied  me  with  money,  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  my  situation;  so  that  I  looked  upon  him  as 
the  mirror  of  disinte rested  benevolence;  and  had  he  known 
my  disposition,  and  treated  me  accordingly,  I  should  have 
writ  for  him  upon  his  own  terms.  After  f  had  used  his 
friendship  in  this  manner  for  some  time,  I  happened  to  have 
occasion  for  a  small  sum  of  money,  and  with  great  confi¬ 
dence  made  another  application  to  my  good  friend  ;  when 
all  of  a  sudden  he  put  a  stop  to  his  generosity,  refused  to  ac¬ 
commodate  me  in  the  most  abrupt  and  mortifying  style ; 
and  though  I  was  at  that  time  pretty  far  advanced  in  a  work 
for  his  benefit,  which  was  a  sufficient  security  for  what  I 
owed  him,  he  roundly  asked,  how  I  proposed  to  pay  the 
money  which  I  had  already  borrowed  ?  Thus  was  I  used 

like  a  young  w - just  come  upon  the  town,  whom  the 

bawd  allows  to  run  into  her  debt,  that  she  may  have  it  in  her 
power  to  oppress  her  at  pleasure ;  and  if  the  sufferer  com¬ 
plains,  she  is  treared  like  the  most  ungrateful  wretch  upon 
earth  ;  and  that  too  with  such  appearance  of  reason,  as  mav 
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easily  mislead  an  unconcerned  spectator.  £  You  unthankful 
drab !’  she  will  say,  ‘  didn’t  I  take  you  into  my  house  when 
you  hadn’t  a  shift  to  your  back,  a  petticoat  to  your  tail, 
nor  a  morsel  of  bread  to  put  into  your  belly  ?  Ha’nt  I  clothed 
you  from  head  to  foot  like  a  gentlewoman,  supported  you 
with  board,  lodging,  and  all  necessaries,  till  your  own  ex¬ 
travagance  hath  brought  you  into  distress ;  and  now  you 
have  the  impudence,  you  nasty,  stinking,  brimstone  bung- 
away  !  to  say  you  are  hardly  dealt  with,  when  I  demand 
no  more  than  my  own?’  Thus  the  w -  and  the  au¬ 

thor  are  equally  oppressed,  and  even  left  without  the  me¬ 
lancholy  privilege  of  complaining;  so  that  they  are  fain  to 
subscribe  to  such  terms  as  their  creditors  shall  please  to  im¬ 
pose. 

This  illustration  operated  so  powerfully  upon  the  convic¬ 
tion  and  resentment  of  the  whole  college,  that  revenge  was 
universally  denounced  against  those  who  had  aggrieved  the 
plaintiff;  and,  after  some  debate,  it  was  agreed,  that  he 
should  make  a  new  translation  of  some  other  saleable  book, 
in  opposition  to  a  former  version  belonging  to  the  delin¬ 
quents,  and  print  it  in  such  a  small  size  as  would  enable  him 
to  undersell  their  property ;  and  that  this  new  translation 
should  be  recommended  and  introduced  into  the  world  with 
the  whole  art  and  influence  of  the  society. 

This  affair  being  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present, 
an  author  of  some  character  stood  up,  and  craved  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  assistance  of  his  fellows,  in  punishing  a  certain 
nobleman  of  great  pretensions  to  taste,  who,  in  consequence 
of  a  production  which  this  gentleman  had  ushered  into  the 
world  with  universal  applause,  not  only  desired,  but  even 
eagerly  courted  his  acquaintance.  ‘  lie  invited  me  to  his 
house,’  said  he,  ‘  where  I  was  overwhelmed  with  civility 
and  professions  of  friendship.  lie  insisted  upon  my  treating 
him  as  an  intimate,  and  calling  upon  him  at  all  hours,  with¬ 
out  ceremony;  he  made  me  promise  to  breakfast  with  him 
at  least  three  times  a  week :  in  short,  I  looked  upon  myself 
as  very  fortunate,  in  meeting  with  such  advances  from  a  man 
of  his  interest  and  reputation,  who  had  it  in  his  power  to 
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befriend  me  effectually  in  my  passage  through  life;  and, 
that  I  might  not  give  him  any  cause  to  think  I  neglected  his 
friendship,  I  went  to  his  house  in  two  days,  with  a  view  of 
drinking  chocolate,  according  to  appointment :  but  he  had 
been  so  much  fatigued  with  dancing  at  an  assembly  over 
night,  that  his  valet  de  chambre  would  not  venture  to  wake 
him  so  early ;  and  I  left  my  compliments  to  his  lordship, 
with  a  performance  in  manuscript,  which  he  had  expressed 
a  most  eager  desire  to  peruse.  I  repeated  my  visit  next 
morning,  that  his  impatience  to  see  me  might  not  have 
some  violent  effect  upon  his  constitution  ;  and  received  a 
message  from  his  minister,  signifying,  that  he  had  been 
highly  entertained  with  the  manuscript  I  had  left,  a  great 
part  of  which  he  had  read,  but  was  at  present  so  busy  in 
contriving  a  proper  dress  for  a  private  masquerade,  which 
would  be  given  that  same  evening,  that  he  could  not  have 
the  pleasure  of  my  company  at  breakfast.  This  was  a  feas¬ 
ible  excuse,  which  I  admitted  accordingly,  and  in  a  day  or 
two  appeared  again,  when  his  lordship  was  particularly  en¬ 
gaged.  This  might  possibly  be  the  case ;  and  therefore  I 
returned  the  fourth  time,  in  hopes  of  finding  him  more  at 
leisure;  but  he  had  gone  out  about  half  an  hour  before  my 
arrival,  and  left  my  performance  with  his  valet  de  chambre, 
who  assured  me,  that  his  lord  had  perused  it  with  infinite 
pleasure.  Perhaps  I  might  have  retired  very  well  satisfied 
with  this  declaration,  had  not  I,  in  my  passage  through  the 
hall,  heard  one  of  the  footmen  upon  the  top  of  the  stair-case, 
pronounce  with  an  audible  voice, — 1  will  your  lordship  please 
to  be  at  home  when  he  calls  ?’  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
I  was  pleased  at  this  discovery,  which  I  no  sooner  made, 
than,  turning  to  my  conductor,  ‘  I  find,’  said  I,  £  his  lord- 
ship  is  disposed  to  be  abroad  to  more  people  than  me  this 
morning.’  The  fellow  (though  a  valet  de  chambre)  blushed 
at  this  observation ;  and  I  withdrew  not  a  little  irritated  at 
the  peer’s  disingenuity,  and  fully  resolved  to  spare  him 
my  visits  for  the  future.  It  was  not  long  after  this  occasion, 
that  I  happened  to  meet  him  in  the  park,  and  being  natural¬ 
ly  civil,  I  could  not  pass  him  without  a  salutation  of  the 
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hat,  ■which  he  returned  in  the  most  distant  manner,  though 
we  were  both  solitary,  and  not.  a  soul  within  view ;  and  when 
that  very  performance,  which  he  had  applauded  so  warmly, 
was  lately  published  by  subscription,  he  did  not  bespeak  so 
much  as  one  copy.  I  have  often  reflected  with  wonder  up¬ 
on  this  inconsistency  in  his  conduct.  I  never  courted  his 
patronage,  nor  indeed  thought  of  his  name,  until  he  made 
interest  for  my  acquaintance;  and  if  he  was  disappointed  in 
my  conversation,  why  did  he  press  me  so  much  to  further 
connection  ? 

‘  The  case  is  very  clear,’  cried  the  chairman,  interrupting 
him,  ‘  he  is  one  of  those  connoisseurs  who  set  up  for  taste,  and 
value  themselves  upon  knowing  all  men  of  genius,  whom 
they  would  be  thought  to  assist  in  their  productions.  I  will 
lay  an  even  bet  with  any  man,-  that  his  lordship,  on  the 
strength  of  that  slender  interview,  together  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  having  seen  your  performance  in  manuscript,  has 
already  hinted  to  every  company  in  which  he  is  conversant, 
that  you  solicited  his  assistance  in  re-touching  the  piece, 
which  you  have  now  offered  to  the  public,  and  that  he  was 
pleased  to  favour  you  with  his  advice,  but  found  you  obsti¬ 
nately  bigotted  to  your  own  opinion,  in  some  points  relating 
to  those  very  passages  which  have  not  met  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  town.  As  for  his  caresses,  there  wa?  nothing 
at  all  extraordinary  in  his  behaviour.  By  that  time  you  have 
lived  to  my  age,  you  will  not  be  surprised  to  see  a  courtier’s 
promise  and  performance  of  a  different  complexion  ;  not  but 
that  I  would  willingly  act  as  an  auxiliary  in  your  resentment.’ 

The  opinion  of  the  president  was  strengthened  by  the  con-? 
currence  of  all  the  members ;  and  all  other  complaints  and 
memorials  being  deferred  till  another  sitting,  the  college  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  an  exercise  of  wit,  which  was  generally  perform¬ 
ed  once  every  fortnight,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  expect¬ 
oration  of  genius.  The  subject  was  occasionally  chosen  by 
the  chairman,  who  opened  the  game  with  some  shrewd  re¬ 
mark  naturally  arising  from  the  conversation ;  and  then  the 
ball  was  tossed  about,  from  one  corner  of  the  room  to  the 
other,  according  to  the  motions  of  the  spirit. 
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That  the  reader  may  have  a  just  idea  of  this  sport,  and  of 
the  abilities  of  those  who  carried  it  on,  I  shall  repeat  the  sal¬ 
lies  of  this  evening,  according  to  the  order  and  succession  in 
which  they  escaped.  One  of  the  members  observing  that 
Mr.  Metaphor  was  absent,  was  told  by  tire  person  who  sat 
next  to  him,  that  the  poet  had  foul  weather  at  home,  and 
could  not  stir  abroad.  4  What !’  (said  the  president  inter¬ 
posing,  with  the  signal  upon  his  countenance)  4  is  he  wind- 
bound  in  port  ?’  4  Wine-bound,  I  suppose,’  cried  another. 

4  Hooped  with  wine!  a  strange  metaphor !’  said  the  third. 

4  Not  if  he  has  got  into  a  hogshead,’  answered  the  fourth. 

4  The  hogshead  will  sooner  get  into  him,’ — replied  a  fifth, — ‘  it 
must  be  a  tun  or  an  ocean.’  4  No  wonder,  then,  if  he  should 
be  overwhelmed,’  said  a  sixth.  4  If  he  should,’  cried  a 
seventh,  4  he  will  cast  up  when  his  gall  breaks.’  4  That 
must  be  very  soon,’  roared  an  eighth,  4  for  it  has  been  long 
ready  to  burst.’  4  No,  no,’  observed  a  ninth,  4  he’ll  stick 
fast  at  the  bottom,  take  my  word  for  it ;  he  has  a  natural 
alacrity  in  sinking .’  4  And  yet,’  remarked  a  tenth,  4  I  have 

seen  him  in  the  clouds.’  4  Then  was  he  cloudy,  I  suppose,’ 
cried  the  eleventh  :  4  so  dark,’  replied  the  other,  4  that  his 
meaning  could  not  be  perceived.’  4  For  all  that,’  said  the 
twelfth,  4  he  is  easily  seen  through.’  4  You  talk,’  answer¬ 
ed  the  thirteenth, 4  as  if  his  head  was  made  of  glass.  ’ 4  No,  no,’ 
cried  a  fourteenth,  4  his  head  is  made  of  more  durable  stuff ; 
it  will  bend  before  it  breaks.’  4  Yet  I  have  seen  it  broken,’ 
resumed  the  president.  4  Did  you  perceive  any  wit  come 
out  at  the  hole  ?’  said  another.  4  His  wit,’  replied  the  chair¬ 
man,’  is  too  subtle  to  be  perceived.’ 

A  third  mouth  was  just  opened,  when  the  exercise  was 
suddenly  interrupted  by  the  dreadful  cry  of  fire,  which  is¬ 
sued  from  the  kitchen,  and  involved  the  whole  college  in 
Confusion.  Every  man  endeavouring  to  be  the  first  in  mak¬ 
ing  his  exit,  the  door  and  passage  were  blocked  up  ;  each 
individual  was  pommelled  by  the  person  that  happened  to  be 
behind  him.  This  communication  produced  noise  and  ex¬ 
clamation  ;  clouds  of  smoke  rolled  upwards  into  the  apart¬ 
ment,  and  terror  sat  on  every  brow ;  when  Peregrine,  seeing  no 
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prospect  of  retreating  by  the  door,  opened  one  of  the  windows, 
and  fairly  leaped  into  the  street,  where  he  found  a  crowd  of 
people  assembled  to  contribute  their  assistance  in  extinguish¬ 
ing  the  flames.  Several  members  of  the  college  followed  his 
example,  and  happily  accomplished  their  escape :  the  chair¬ 
man  himself,  being  unwilling  to  use  the  same  expedient, 
stood  trembling  on  the  brink  of  descent,  dubious  of  his  own 
agility,  and  dreading  the  consequence  of  such  a  leap,  when 
a  chair  happening  to  pass,  he  laid  hold  on  the  opportunity, 
and  by  an  exertion  of  his  muscles,  pitched  upon  the  top  of 
the  carriage,  which  was  immediately  overturned  in  the  ken¬ 
nel,  to  the  grievous  annoyance  of  the  fare,  which  happened 
to  be  a  certain  effeminate  beau,  in  full  dress,  on  his  way  to  a 
private  assembly. 

This  phantom  hearing  the  noise  overhead,  and  feeling  the 
shock  of  being  overthrown  at  the  same  time,  thought  that 
some  whole  tenement  had  fallen  upon  the  chair,  and,  in  the 
terror  of  being  crushed  to  pieces,  uttered  a  scream,  which 
the  populace  supposed  to  proceed  from  the  mouth  of  a  wo¬ 
man  :  and  therefore  went  to  his  assistance,  while  the  chair¬ 
men,  instead  of  ministering  to  his  occasions,  no  sooner  recol¬ 
lected  themselves,  than  they  ran  in  pursuit  of  their  over- 
thrower,  who,  being  accustomed  to  escape  from  bailiffs, 
dived  into  a  dark  alley,  and  vanishing  in  a  trice,  was  not 
visible  to  any  living  soul,  until  he  appeared  next  day  on 
Tower  hill. 

The  humane  part  of  the  mob,  who  bestirred  themselves 
for  the  relief  of  the  supposed  lady,  no  sooner  perceived  their 
mistake  in  the  appearance  of  the  beau,  who  stared  around 
him  with  horror  and  affright,  than  their  compassion  was 
changed  into  mirth,  and  they  began  to  pass  a  great  many 
unsavoury  jokes  upon  his  misfortune,  which  they  now  dis¬ 
covered  no  inclination  to  alleviate ;  and  he  found  himself 
very  uncomfortably  beset,  when  Pickle,  pitying  his  situation, 
interposed  in  his  behalf,  and  prevailed  upon  the  chairmen 
to  carry  him  into  the  house  of  an  apothecary  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  to  w  hom  his  mischance  proved  a  very  advantageous 
accident ;  for  the  fright  operated  so  violently  upon  his  nerves, 
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that  he  was  seized  with  a  delirium,  and  lay  a  whole  fort¬ 
night  deprived  of  his  senses ;  during  which  period  lie'  was 
not  neglected  in  point  of  medicines,  food,  and  attendance, 
but  royally  regaled,  as  appeared  by  the  contents  of  his  land¬ 
lord’s  bill. 

Our  adventurer  having  seen  this  unfortunate  beau  safely 
housed,  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  other  calamity,  which 
as  it  was  no  other  than  a  foul  chimney,  soon  yielded  to  the 
endeavours  of  the  family,  and  was  happily  overcome,  with¬ 
out  any  other  bad  consequence  than  that  of  alarming  the 
neighbours,  disturbing  the  college,  and  disordering  the  brain 
of  a  beau. 

Eager  to  be  acquainted  with  the  particular  constitutions  of 
a  society  which  seemed  to  open  upon  him  by  degrees,  Mr. 
Pickle  did  not  fail  to  appear  at  the  next  meeting,  when  se¬ 
veral  petitions  were  laid  before  the  board,  in  behalf  of  those 
members  who  were  confined  in  the  prisons  of  the  Fleet,  Mar- 
shalsea,  and  King’s  bench.  As  those  unhappy  authors  ex¬ 
pected  nothing  from  their  brethern  but  advice  and  good 
offices,  which  did  not  concern  the  purse,  the  memorials  were 
considered  with  great  care  and  humanity ;  and  upon  this 
occasion,  Peregrine  had  it  in  his  power  to  manifest  his  im¬ 
portance  to  the  community ;  for  he  happened  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  creditor  of  one  of  the  prisoners,  and  knew  that 
gentleman’s  severity  was  owing  to  his  resentment  at  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  debtor,  who  had  lampooned  him  in  print, 
because  he  refused  to  comply  with  a  fresh  demand,  after  he 
had  lent  him  money  to  the  amount  of  a  considerable  sum. 
Our  young  gentleman,  therefore,  understanding  that  the 
author  was  penitent,  and  disposed  to  make  a  reasonable  sub¬ 
mission,  promised  to  employ  his  influence  with  the  creditor 
towards  an  accommodation  ;  and  in  a  few  days  actually  ob¬ 
tained  his  release. 

The  social  duties  being  discharged,  the  conversation  took 
a  general  turn,  and  several  new  productions  were  freely  cri¬ 
ticised  ;  those  especially  which  belonged  to  authors  who 
were  either  unconnected  with,  or  unknown  to  the  college. 
,Nor  did  the  profession  of  stage-playing  escape  the  cognizance 
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of  the  assembly ;  a  deputation  of  the  most  judicious  members 
being  sent  weekly  to  each  theatre,  with  a  view  of  making 
remarks  upon  the  performance  of  the  actors.  The  censors 
for  the  preceeding  week  were  accordingly  called  upon  to 
give  in  their  repoit ;  and  the  play  which  they  had  review¬ 
ed  was  the  Revenge. 

‘  Mr.  Q — ,’  said  the  second  censor, ( take  him  all  in  all,  is 
certainly  the  most  complete  and  Unblemished  performer  that 
ever  appeared  on  our  stage,  notwithstanding  the  blind  ador¬ 
ation  which  is  paid  to  his  rival.  I  went  two  nights  ago, 
with  an  express  design  to  criticise  his  action  :  I  could  find 
no  room  for  censure,  but  infinite  subject  for  admiration  and 
applause.  In  Pierre  he  is  great,  in  Othello  excellent,  but 
in  Zanga  beyond  all  imitation.  Over  and  above  the  distinct¬ 
ness  of  pronunciation,  the  dignity  of  attitude,  and  expres¬ 
sion  of  face,  his  gestures  are  so  just  and  significant,  that  a 
man,  though  utterly  bereft  of  the  sense  of  hearing,  might, 
by  seeing  him  only,  understand  the  meaning  of  every  word 
he  speaks !  Sure  nothing  can  be  more  exquisite  than  his  man¬ 
ner  of  telling  Isabella  how  Alonzo  behaved,  when  he  found 
the  incendiary  letter  which  he  had  dropt  by  the  Moor’s  di¬ 
rection  ;  and  when,  to  crown  his  vengeance,  he  discovers 
himself  to  be  the  contriver  of  all  the  mischief  that  had  hap¬ 
pened,  he  manifests  a  perfect  masterpiece  of  action,  in  pro¬ 
nouncing  these  four  little  monosyllables,  know  then ,  'twus 

— i : 

Peregrine  having  eyed  the  critic  some  minutes,  ‘  I  fancy,’ 
said  he,  (  your  praise  must  be  ironical,  because,  in  the  very 
two  situations  you  mention,  I  think  I  have  seen  that  player 
out-herod  Herod,  or  in  other  words,  exceed  all  his  other 
extravagancies.  The  intention  of  the  author  is,  that  the 
Moor  should  communicate  to  his  confidant  a  piece  of  inform¬ 
ation  contained  in  a  few  lines,  which,  doubtless,  ought  to 
be  repeated  with  an  air  of  eagerness  and  satisfaction,  not 
with  the  ridiculous  grimace  of  a  monkey,  to  which,  me- 
thouglit,  his  action  bore  an  intimate  resemblance,  in  uttering 
this  plain  sentence  : 
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— - he  took  it  up; 

But  scarce  was  it  unfolded  to  his  sight, 

When  he,  as  if  an  arrow  pierc’d  hi«  eye, 

Started,  and  trembling  dropt  it  on  the  ground. 

In  pronouncing  the  first  two  w  ords,  this  egregious  actor  stoops 
down,  and  seems  to  take  up  something  from  the  stage,  then 
proceeding  to  repeat  what  follows,  mimics  the  manner  of 
unfolding  a  letter  ;  when  he  mentions  the  similie  of  an  ar¬ 
row  piercing  the  eye,  he  darts  his  fore  finger  towards  that 
organ,  then  recoils  with  great  violence  when  the  word  started 
is  expressed  ;  and  when  he  comes  to  trembling  dropt  it  on  the 
ground,  he  throws  all  his  limbs  into  a  tremulous  motion,  and 
shakes  the  imaginary  paper  from  his  hand.  The  latter  part 
of  the  description  is  carried  on  with  the  same  minute  gesticu¬ 
lation,  while  he  says, 

Pale  and  aghast  a  while  my  victim  stood, 

Disguis’d  a  sigh  or  two,  and  puff’d  them  from  him; 

Then  rubb’d  his  brow,  and  took  it  up  again. 

The  player’s  countenance  assumes  a  wild  stare,  he  sighs 
twice  most  piteously,  as  if  he  were  on  the  point  of  suffoca¬ 
tion,  scrubs  his  forehead,  and,  bending  his  body,  apes  the 
action  of  snatching  an  object  from  the  floor.  Nor  is  this  dex¬ 
terity  of  dumb  show  omitted,  when  he  concludes  his  imita¬ 
tion  in  these  three  lines : 

At  first,  he  look’d  as  if  he  meant  to  read  it ; 

But,  check’d  by  rising  fears,  he  crush’d  it  thus. 

And  thrust  it,  like  an  adder,  in  his  bosom.. 

Here  the  judicious  performer  imitates  tire  confusion  and  con¬ 
cern  of  Alonzo,  seems  to  cast  his  eyes  upon  something,  from 
which  they  are  immediately  withdrawn  with  horror  and 
precipitation,  then  shutting  his  fist  with  a  violent  squeeze, 
as  if  he  intended  to  make  immediate  application  to  Isabella’s 
nose,  he  rams  it  in  his  own  bosom,  with  all  the  horror  and 
agitation  of  a  thief  taken  in  the  manner.  Were  the  player 
debarred  the  use  of  speech,  and  obliged  to  act  to  the  eyes 
only  of  the  audience,  this  mimicry  might  be  a  necessary  con¬ 
veyance  of  his  meaning ;  but  when  he  is  at  liberty  to  signify 
his  ideas  by  language,  nothing  can  be  more  trivial,  forced, 
unnatural,  and  antic,  than  this  superfluous  mummery.  Not 
that  I  would  exclude  from  the  representation  the  graces  of 
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action,  without  which  the  choicest  sentiments,  clothed  in  the 
most  exquisite  expression,  would  appear  unanimated  and  in¬ 
sipid  ;  but  these  are  as  different  from  this  ridiculous  bur¬ 
lesque,  as  is  the  demeanour  of  a  Tully  in  the  rostrum,  from 
the  tricks  of  a  jack-pudding  on  a  mountebank’s  stage  :  and, 
for  the  truth  of  what  I  allege,  I  appeal  to  the  observation  of 
any  person  who  has  considered  the  elegance  of  attitude  and 
propriety  of  gesture,  as  they  are  universally  acknowledged 
in  the  real  characters  of  life.  Indeed  I  have  known  a  Gas¬ 
con,  whose  limbs  were  as  eloquent  as  his  tongue  :  he  never 
mentioned  the  word  sleep  without  reclining  his  head  upon 
his  hand  ;  when  he  had  occasion  to  talk  of  an  horse,  he  al¬ 
ways  started  up  and  trotted  across  the  room,  except  when 
he  w  as  so  situated  that  be  could  not  stir  without  incommod-ing 
the  company,  and  in  that  case  he  contented  himself  with 
neighing  aloud  :  if  a  dog  happened  to  be  the  subject  of  his 
conversation,  he  wagged  his  tail,  and  grinned  in  a  most 
significant  manner ;  and  one  day  he  expressed  his  desire  of 
going  backwards  with  such  natural  imitation  of  his  purpose, 
that  every  body  iu  the  room  firmly  believed  he  had  actually 
over-shot  himself,  and  fortified  their  nostrils  accordingly .  Y et 
no  man  ever  looked  upon  this  virtuoso  to  be  the  standard  of 
propriety  in  point  of  speaking  and  deportment.  For  my 
own  part,  I  confess  the  player  in  question  would,  by  dint  of 
these  qualifications,  make  a  very  good  figure  in  the  character 
of  Pantaloon’s  lacquey,  in  the  entertainment  of  Perseus  and 
Andromeda,  and  perhaps  might  acquire  some  reputation, 
by  turning  the  Revenge  into  a  pantomime  ;  in  which  case, 
I  would  advise  him  to  come  upon  the  stage,  provided  with 
an  handful  of  flour,  in  order  to  besmear  his  face  when  he 
pronounces  pule  and  aghast,  &c.  and  methinks  he  ought  to 
illustrate  the  adder  with  an  hideous  hiss.  But  let  us  now 
come  to  the  other  situation,  in  which  this  modern  yEsopus 
is  supposed  to  distinguish  himself  so  much,  I  mean  that 

same  ccclaircissement  comprehended  in  know  then ,  ’ txsas - 

/.  His  manner,  I  own,  may  be  altered  since  I  was  present 
at  the  representation  of  that  performance ;  but  certain  1  am 
when  1  beheld  him  in  that  critical  conjuncture,  his  behavi- 
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©ur  appeared  to  me  so  uncouth,  that  I  really  imagined  he 
was  visited  by  some  epileptic  distemper ;  for  he  stood  tot¬ 
tering  and  gasping  for  the  space  of  two  minutes,  like  a  man 
suddenly  struck  with  the  palsy ;  and,  after  various  dis¬ 
tortions  and  side  shakings,  as  if  he  had  got  fleas  in  his 
doublet,  heaved  up  from  his  lungs  the  letter  /,  like  a  huge 
anchor  from  foul  ground.’ 

This  criticism  was  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  who  had  no  great  veneration  for  the  player  in  question ; 
and  his  admirer,  without  making  any  reply,  asked  in  a 
whisper,  of  the  gentleman  who  sat  next  to  him,  if  Pickle 
had  not  offered  some  production  to  the  stage,  and  met  with 
a  repulse  ? 


CHAPTER  XCV. 

The  young  gentleman  is  introduced  to  a  virtuoso  of  the  first  order , 
and  commences  yelper. 

Hitherto  Peregrine  had  professed  himself  an  author, 
without  reaping  the  fruits  of  that  occupation,  except  the 
little  fame  he  had  acquired  by  his  late  satire  ;  but  now  he 
thought  it  high  time  to  weigh  solid  pudding  against  empty 
praise ,  aud  therefore  engaged  with  some  booksellers  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  translation  which  he  obliged  himself  to  perform  for  the 
consideration  of  two  hundred  pounds.  The  articles  of 
agreement  being  drawn,  he  began  his  task  w  ith  great  eager¬ 
ness,  rose  early  in  the  morning  to  his  work,  at  which  he  la¬ 
boured  all  day  long,  went  abroad  with  the  bats  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  appeared  in  the  coffeehouse,  where  he  amused  him¬ 
self  with  the  newspapers  and  conversation  till  nine  o’clock  ; 
then  he  retired  to  his  own  apartment,  and,  after  a  slight  re¬ 
past,  betook  himself  to  rest,  that  he  might  be  able  to  unroost 
w  ith  the  cock.  This  sudden  change  from  his  former  way 
of  life  agreed  so  ill  with  his  disposition,  that,  for  the  first 
time,  he  w  as  troubled  with  flatulencies  and  indigestion,  which 
produced  anxiety  and  dejection  of  spirits;  and  the  nature 
of  his  situation  began  in  some  measure  to  discompose  his 
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braiu ;  a  discovery  which  he  no  sooner  made,  than  he  had 
recourse  to  the  advice  of  a  young  physician,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  college  of  authors,  at  this  time  one  of  our 
hero’s  most  intimate  acquaintance. 

The  son  of  VEsculapius,  having  coaisiderod  his  case,  im¬ 
puted  his  disorder  to  the  right  cause,  namely,  want  of  exer¬ 
cise  ;  dissuaded  him  from  such  close  application  to  study, 
until  he  should  be  gradually  familiarized  to  a  sedentary  life: 
advised  him  to  enjoy  his  friend  and  his  bottle  in  moderation, 
and  wean  himself  from  his  former  customs  by  degrees  ;  and, 
above  all  things,  to  rise  immediately  after  his  first  sleep,  and 
exercise  himself  in  a  morning’s  walk.  In  order  to  render 
this  last  part  of  the  prescription  the  more  palatable,  the 
doctor  promised  to  attend  him  in  these  early  excursions, 
and  even  to  introduce  him  to  a  certain  personage  of 
note,  who  gave  a  sort  of  public  breakfasting  to  the  minor 
virtuosi  of  the  age,  and  often  employed  his  interest  in  be¬ 
half  of  those  who  properly  cultivated  his  countenance  and 
approbation. 

This  proposal  was  extremely  acceptable  to  our  young 
gentleman,  who,  besides  the  advantage  which  might  accrue 
to  him  from  such  a  valuable  connection,  foresaw  much  en¬ 
tertainment  and  satisfaction  in  the  discourse  of  so  many 
learned  guests.  The  occasions  of  his  health  and  interest,  more¬ 
over,  coincided  in  another  circumstance ;  the  minister’s  levee 
being  kept  betimes  in  the  morning,  so  that  he  could  perform 
his  walk,  yield  his  attendance,  and  breakfast  at  this  philo¬ 
sophical  board,  without  encroaching  a  great  deal  upon  his 
other  avocations. 

Measures  being  thus  preconcerted,  the  physician  con¬ 
ducted  our  adventurer  to  the  house  of  this  celebrated  sage, 
to  whom  he  recommended  him  as  a  gentleman  of  genius  and 
taste,  who  craved  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance  ;  but  he 
had  previously  smoothed  the  way  to  his  introduction,  by  re¬ 
presenting  Peregrine  as  a  young  fellow  of  great  ambition, 
spirit,  and  address,  who  could  not  fail  to  make  a  figure  in 
the  w'orld  ;  that  therefore  he  would  be  a  creditable  addition 
to  the  subordinates  of  such  a  patron,  and  by  his  qualifica- 
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lions,  intrepidity,  and  warmth  of  temper,  turn  out  a  con¬ 
summate  herald  of  his  fame.  Upon  these  considerations,  lie 
met  with  a  most  engaging  reception  from  the  entertainer, 
who  was  a  well-bred  man,  of  some  learning,  generosity,  and 
taste ;  but  his  foible  w  as  the  desire  of  being  thought  the  in¬ 
imitable  patron  of  all  three. 

It  was  with  a  view  to  acquire  and  support  this  character 
that  his  house  was  open  to  all  those  who  had  any  pretension# 
to  literature  ;  consequently  he  was  surrounded  by  a  strange 
variety  of  pretenders  ;  but  none  were  discouraged,  because 
he  knew  that  even  the  most  insignificant  might,  in  some 
shape,  conduce  to  the  propagation  of  his  praise.  A  babbler, 
though  he  cannot  run  upon  the  scent,  may  spring  the  game, 
and,  by  his  yelping,  help  to  fill  up  the  cry:  no  wonder, 
then,  that  a  youth  of  Pickle’s  accomplishments  was  admit¬ 
ted,  and  even  invited  into  the  pack.  After  having  enjoyed 
a  very  short  private  audience  in  the  closet,  our  young  gen¬ 
tleman  was  shewn  into  another  room,  where  half  a  dozen  of 
his  fellow  adherents  waited  for  their  Maecenas,  who  in  a  few 
minutes  appeared,  with  a  most  gracious  aspect,  received  the 
compliments  of  the  morning,  and  sat  down  to  breakfast,  in 
the  midst  of  them,  without  any  further  ceremony. 

The  conversation  at  first  turned  upon  the  weather,  which 
was  investigated  in  a  very  philosophical  manner  by  one  of 
the  company,  who  seemed  to  have  consulted  all  the  baro¬ 
meters  and  thermometers  that  ever  were  invented,  before  he 
would  venture  to  afiirm  that  it  was  a  chill  morning.  This 
subject  being  accurately  discussed,  the  chief  inquired  about 
the  news  of  the  learned  world ;  and  his  inclination  was  no 
sooner  expressed  than  every  guest  opened  his  mouth,  in  or¬ 
der  to  gratify  his  curiosity  :  but  he  that  first  captivated  his 
attention,  was  a  meagre  shrivelled  antiquary,  w'ho  looked 
like  an  animated  mummy,  which  had  been  scorched  among 
the  sands  of  the  desert.  He  told  the  patron,  that  he  had,  by- 
accident,  met  w  ith  a  medal,  which,  though  it  was  defaced 
by  time,  he  would  venture  to  pronounce  a  genuine  antique, 
from  the  ringing  and  taste  of  the  metal,  as  well  as  from  the 
colour  and  composition  of  the  rust :  so  saying,  he  produced 
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a  piece  of  copper  coin,  so  consumed  and  disguised  by  age, 
that  scarce  a  vestige  of  the  impression  was  to  be  perceived. 
Nevertheless,  this  connoisseur  pretended  to  distinguish  a  face 
in  profile,  from  which  he  concluded  that  the  piece  was  of 
the  Upper  empire,  and  on  the  reverse  be  endeavoured  to 
point  out  the  bulb  of  the  spear,  and  part  of  the  parazonium, 
•which  were  the  insignia  of  the  Roman  Virtus,  together  with 
the  fragment  of  one  fold  of  the  multicium  in  which  she  was 
clothed.  He  likewise  had  discovered  an  angle  of  the  letter 
N,  and  at  some  distance  an  entire  I ;  from  these  circum¬ 
stances  conjecturing,  and  indeed  concluding,  that  the  medal 
w  as  struck  by  Severus,  in  honour  of  the  victory  he  obtained 
over  his  rival  Niger,  after  he  had  forced  the  passes  of  Mount 
Taurus.  This  criticism  seemed  very  satisfactory  to  the  en¬ 
tertainer,  who  having  examined  the  coin  by  the  help  of  his 
spectacles,  plainly  discerned  the  particulars  w  hich  the  owner 
had  mentioned,  and  was  pleased  to  term  his  account  of  the 
matter  a  very  ingenious  explanation. 

The  curiosity  was  circulated  through  the  hands  of  all 
present ;  and  every  virtuoso,  in  his  turn,  licked  the  copper, 
and  rung  it  upon  the  hearth,  declaring  his  assent  to  the 
judgment  which  had  been  pronounced.  At  length  it  fell 
under  the  inspection  of  our  young  gentleman,  who,  though 
no  antiquarian,  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  current 
coin  of  his  own  country,  and  no  sooner  cast  his  eyes  upon 
the  valuable  antique,  than  he  affirmed,  without  hesitation, 
that  it  was  no  other  than  the  ruins  of  an  English  farthing, 
and  that  same  spear,  parazonium,  and  multicium,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  emblems  and  drapery  with  which  the  figure  of 
Eritannia  is  delineated  on  our  copper  money. 

This  hardy  asseveration  seemed  to  disconcert  the  patron, 
while  it  incensed  the  medalist,  who,  grinning  like  an  enrag¬ 
ed  baboon, — 4  what  d’ye  tell  me  of  a  brass  farthing?’  said 
he,  4  did  you  ever  know  modern  brass  of  such  a  relish  ? 
do  but  taste  it  young  gentleman ;  and  sure  I  am,  if  you 
have  ever  been  conversant  with  subjects  of  this  kind,  you  will 
find  as  w  ide  a  difference  in  the  savour  between  this  and  an 
English  farthing,  as  can  possibly  be  perceived  betwixt  an 
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wvion  and  a  turnip:  besides,  this  medal  has  the  true  Corin¬ 
thian  ring  ;  then  the  attitude  is  upright,  whereas  that  of 
Britannia  is  reclining  ;  and  how  is  it  possible  to  mistake  a 
branch  of  palm  for  a  parazonium  ?’ 

All  the  rest  of  the  company  espoused  the  virtuoso’s  side 
of  the  question,  because  the  reputation  of  each  was  concerned. 
The  patron,  finding  himself  in  the  same  circumstance,  assum¬ 
ed  a  solemnity  of  feature,  dashed  with  a  small  mixture  of 
displeasure,  and  told  Peregrine,  that,  as  he  had  not  made  that 
branch  of  literatuie  his  particular  study,  he  avrs  not  surprised 
to  see  him  mistaken  in  his  opinion.  Pickle  immediately  under¬ 
stood  the  reproof,  though  he  was  shocked  at  the  vanity  or 
infatuation  of  his  entertainer  and  fellow-guests,  asked  par¬ 
don  for  his  presumption,  which  was  accordingly  excused,  in 
consideration  of  his  inexperience :  and  the  English  farthing 
was  dignified  with  the  title  of  a  true  antique. 

The  next  person  that  addressed  himself  to  the  chief,  was 
a  gentleman  of  a  very  mathematical  turn,  who  valued  him¬ 
self  upon  the  improvements  he  had  made  in  several  domestic 
machines,  and  now  presented  the  plan  of  a  new  contrivance 
for  cutting  cabbages,  in  such  a  manner  as  would  secure  the 
stock  against  the  rotting  rain,  and  enable  it  to  produce  a  plen¬ 
teous  after-crop  of  delicious  sprouts.  In  this  important  ma¬ 
chine  he  had  united  the  whole  mechanic  powers,  with  such 
massy  complication  of  iron  and  wood  that  it  could  not  have 
been  moved  without  the  assistance  of  a  horse,  and  a  road 
made  for  the  convenience  of  the  draught.  These  objections 
were  so  obvious,  that  they  occurred  at  first  sight  to  the  in¬ 
spector-general,  who  greatly  commended  the  invention, 
which,  he  observed,  might  be  applied  to  several  other  useful 
Jurposes,  could  it  once  be  rendered  a  little  more  portable 
ind  commodious. 

The  inventor,  who  had  not  foreseen  these  difficulties,  was 
lot  prepared  to  surmount  them  ;  but  he  took  the  hint  in 
rood  part,  and  promised  to  task  his  abilities  anew,  in  alter- 
ng  the  construction  of  his  design.  Not  but  that  he  under¬ 
vent  some  severe  irony  from  the  rest  of  the  virtuosi,  who 
‘Qiuplimented  him  upon  the  momentous  improvement  he 
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had  made,  by  which  a  family  might  save  a  dish  of  greens  in 
a  quarter,  for  so  trifling  an  expence  as  that  of  purchasing, 
working,  and  maintaining  such  a  stupendous  machine  ;  but 
no  man  was  ever  more  sarcastic  in  his  remarks  upon  this 
piece  of  mechanism  than  the  naturalist,  who  next  appealed 
to  tire  patron’s  approbation  for  a  curious  disquisition  he  had 
made  touching  the  procreation  of  muck  flies,  in  which  he 
had  laid  down  a  curious  method  of  collecting,  preserving, 
and  hatching,  the  eggs  of  these  insects,  even  in  the  winter, 
by  certain  modifications  of  artificial  heat.  The  nature  of 
this  discovery  was  no  sooner  communicated,  than  Peregrine, 
unable  to  contain  himself,  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  laughter, 
which  infected  every  person  at  the  table,  the  landlord  him¬ 
self  not  excepted,  who  found  it  impossible  to  preserve  his 
wonted  gravity  of  face. 

Such  unmannerly  mirth  did  not  fail  to  mortify  the  philo¬ 
sopher,  who,  after  some  pause,  during  which  indignation 
and  disdain  were  painted  in  his  countenance,  reprehended 
our  young  gentleman  for  his  unphilosophical  behaviour, 
and  undertook  to  prove,  that  the  subject  of  his  inquiry  was 
of  infinite  consequence  to  the  progress  and  increase  of  na¬ 
tural  knowledge :  but  he  found  no  quarter  from  the  venge¬ 
ful  engineer,  who  now  retorted  his  ironical  compliments, 
with  great  emphasis,  upon  this  hot-bed  for  the  generation 
of  vermin,  and  advised  him  to  lay  the  whole  process  before 
the  Royal  society,  which  would,  doubtless,  present  him 
with  a  medal,  and  give  him  a  place  among  their  memoirs, 
as  a  distinguished  promoter  of  the  useful  arts.  ‘  If,’  said  he, 
‘  you  had  employed  your  studies  in  finding  out  some  effec¬ 
tual  method  to  destroy  those  insects  which  prejudice  and 
annoy  mankind,  in  all  probability  you  must  have  been  con¬ 
tented  with  the  contemplation  of  the  good  you  had  done; 
but  this  curious  expedient  for  multiplying  maggots  will  sure¬ 
ly  entitle  you  to  an  honourable  rank  in  the  list  of  learned 
philosophers.’  1 1  don’t  wonder,’  replied  the  naturalist,  ‘  that 
you  should  be  so  much  ayerse  to  the  propagation  of  insects, 
because,  in  all  likelihood,  you  are  afraid  that  they  will  not 
leave  you  a  cabbage  to  cut  down  with  the  same  miraculous 
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machine.’  4  Sir,’  answered  the  mechanic,  with  great  bit¬ 
terness  of  voice  and  aspect,  4  if  the  cabbage  be  as  light¬ 
headed  as  some  muck-worm  philosophers,  it  will  not  be 
,  worth  cutting  down.’  4  I  never  dispute  upon  cabbage  with 
the  son  of  a  cucumber,’  said  the  fly-breeder,  alluding  to  the 
pedigree  of  his  antagonist ;  who,  impatient  of  the  affront, 
started  up  with  fury  in  his  looks,  exclaiming,  4  ’sdeath ! 
meaning  me,  sir!’ 

Here  the  patron,  perceiving  things  drawing  towards  a  rup¬ 
ture,  interposed  his  authority,  rebuking  them  for  their  in¬ 
temperance,  and  recommending  to  them  amity  and  concord 
against  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the  age,  who  took  all  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  ridiculing  and  discouraging  the  adherents  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  philosophy.  After  this  exhortation  they  had  no 
pretence  for  carrying  on  the  dispute,  which  was  dropt  in 
all  appearance,  though  the  mechanic  still  retained  his  re¬ 
sentment  ;  and  after  breakfast,  when  the  company  broke  up, 
accosted  his  adversary  in  the  street,  desiring  to  know  how 
he  durst  be  so  insolent  as  to  make  that  scurrilous  reflection 
upon  his  family.  The  fly-fancier,  thus  questioned,  accus¬ 
ed  the  mathematician  of  having  been  the  aggressor,  in 
likening  his  head  to  a  light  cabbage ;  and  here  the  alterca¬ 
tion  being  renewed,  the  engineer  proceeded  to  the  illustra¬ 
tion  of  his  mechanics,  tilting  up  his  hand  like  a  balance, 
thrusting  it  forward  by  way  of  lever,  embracing  the  natur¬ 
alist’s  nose  like  a  wedge  betwixt  two  of  his  fingers,  and 
turning  it  round,  with  the  momentum  of  a  screw  or  peri- 
trochium,  Had  they  been  obliged  to  decide  the  dispute 
with  equal  arms,  the  assailant  would  have  had  great  advan¬ 
tage  over  the  other,  who  was  very  much  his  inferior  in  mus¬ 
cular  strength  ;  but  the  philosopher  being  luckily  provided 
with  a  cane,  no  sooner  disengaged  himself  from  this  oppro¬ 
brious  application,  than  he  handled  his  weapon  with  great 
dexterity  about  the  head  and  shoulders  of  his  antagonist, 
who  finding  this  shower  of  blows  very  disagreeable,  was 
fain  to  betake  himself  to  his  heels  for  shelter,  and  was  pur¬ 
sued  by  the  angry  victor,  who  chased  him  from  one  end  of 
the  street  to  the  other,  affording  unspeakable  satisfaction  to 

R2 


200 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


the  multitude,  as  well  as  to  our  hero  and  to  his  introductor, 
who  were  spectators  of  the  whole  scene. 

Thus  was  our  adventurer  initiated  into  the  society  of 
yelpers,  though  he  did  not  as  yet  fully  understand  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  office,  which  was  explained  by  the  young  phy¬ 
sician,  who  chid  him  for  his  blunt  behaviour  in  the  case  of 
the  medal ;  and  gave  him  to  understand,  that  their  patron’s 
favour  was  neither  to  be  gained  nor  preserved  by  any  man 
that  would  pretend  to  convict  him  of  a  mistake  :  he  there¬ 
fore  counselled  him  to  respect  this  foible,  and  cull i vat e  the 
old  gentleman  with  all  the  zeal  and  veneration,  which  a  re¬ 
gard  to  his  own  character  would  permit  him  to  say.  This 
task  was  the  easier  to  one  of  our  young  gentleman’s  pliant 
disposition,  because  the  virtuoso’s  behaviour  was  absolutely 
free  from  that  insolent  self-conceit,  which  he  could  not 
bear  without  disgust  :  the  senior  was,  on  the  contrary,  mild 
and  beneficent ;  and  Pickle  was  rather  pleased  than  shocked 
at  his  weakness ;  because  it  flattered  his  vanity  with  the 
supposition  of  his  own  superior  sense. 

Cautioned  in  this  manner,  Peregrine  profited  so  much  by 
his  insinuating  qualifications,  that,  in  a  very  little  time,  he 
was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  chief  favourites  of  the  pa¬ 
tron,  to  whom  he  dedicated  a  small  occasional  poem  ;  and 
every  body  believed  he  would  reap  the  fruits  of  his  attach¬ 
ment,  among  the  first  of  the  old  gentleman’s  dependents. 


CHAPTER  XCVI. 

Peregrine  finding  himself  neglected  ly  Sir  Steaay  Steervuell,  expos¬ 
tulates  with  him  in  a  letter ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  is  forbid 
his  house,  loses  his  pension,  and  incurs  the  charge  of  lunacy- 

This  prospect  of  success,  together  with  his  expectations 
from  the  minister,  whom  he  did  not  neglect,  helped  to  com¬ 
fort  him  under  the  reverse  of  fortune  which  he  had  under¬ 
gone,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  law-suit,  which  he  still 
maintained  for  the  recovery  of  his  ten  thousand  pounds. 
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The  lawyers,  indeed,  continued  to  drain  his  pocket  of  money, 
while  they  filled  his  brain  with  unsubstantial  hope;  and  he 
was  actually  obliged  to  borrow  money  from  his  bookseller, 
dn  the  strength  of  the  translation,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  de¬ 
mands  of  those  ravenous  harpies,  rather  than  lay  the  misan¬ 
thrope  under  any  difficulties,  or  have  recourse  to  his  friend 
Hatchway,  who  lived  at  the  garrison,  entirely  ignorant  of 
his  distress.  This  was  not  at  all  alleviated  by  the  arrival  of 
the  Indiaman,  iri  which  he  had  Ventured  seven  hundred 
pounds,  as  we  have  already  observed  ;  for  he  was  given  to 
understand,  that  the  borrdwef  was  left  dangerously  ill  at 
Bombay  when  the  ship  sailed,  and  that  his  chance  for  re¬ 
trieving  his  money  was  extremely  slender. 

So  situated,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  led  a  life  of 
tranquillity,  though  he  made  a  shift  to  struggle  with  the 
remonstrances  of  misfortune  :  yet  such  a  gush  of  affliction 
would  sometimes  rush  upon  his  thought,  as  overwhelmed  all 
the  ideas  of  his  hope,  and  sunk  him  to  the  very  bottom  of 
despondence.  Every  equipage  that  passed  him  in  the  street, 
every  person  of  rank  and  fortune  that  occurred  to  his  view, 
recalled  the  gay  images  of  his  former  life,  with  such  morti¬ 
fying  reflection  as  stabbed  him  to  the  very  soul.  He  lived, 
therefore,  incessantly  exposed  to  all  the  pangs  of  envy  and 
disquiet.  When  I  say  envy,  I  do  not  mean  that  sordid 
passion,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  man  repines  at  his 
neighbour’s  success,  howsoever  deserved  ;  but  that  self- 
tormenting  indignation  which  is  inspired  by  the  prosperity 
of  folly,  ignorance,  and  vice.  Without  the  intervening 
gleams  of  enjoyment,  which  he  felt  in  the  conversation  of  a 
few  friends,  he  could  not  have  supported  his  existence  ;  or, 
at  least,  he  must  have  suffered  some  violent  discomposure  of 
the  brain  :  but  one  is  still  finding  some  circumstance  of  alle¬ 
viation,  even  in  the  worst  of  conjunctures;  and  Pickle  was 
so  ingenious  in  these  researches,  that  he  maintained  a  good 
battle  with  disappointment,  till  the  revolution  of  the  term  at 
which  he  had  received  his  pension  of  three  hundred  pounds. 

However,  seeing  the  day  elapse,  without  touching  his  al¬ 
lowance.  notwithstanding  his  significant  method  of  present- 

R  3 


262 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


ing  himself  at  the  minister’s  levee,  when  the  year  was  ex¬ 
pired,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Steady,  reminding  him  of  his 
situation  and  promise,  and  giving  him  to  understand,  that 
his  occasions  were  such  as  compelled  him  to  demand  his 
salary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

In  the  morning  after  this  letter  was  conveyed,  the  author 
went  to  his  honour’s  house,  in  expectation  of  being  admitted 
by  particular  order  ;  but  was  mistaken  in  his  hope,  the  mi¬ 
nister  not  being  visible.  He  then  made  his  appearance  at  the 
levee,  in  hopes  of  being  closeted  ;  but  though  he  took  all 
opportunities  of  watching  Sir  Steady’s  eyes,  he  could  not 
obtain  one  glance,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  retire, 
without  being  favoured  with  the  least  notice.  These  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  wilful  neglect  were  not  over  and  above  agree¬ 
able  to  our  young  hero,  who,  in  the  agonies  of  vexation 
and  resentment,  went  home,  and  composed  a  most  acrimo¬ 
nious  remonstrance  to  his  honour ;  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  not  only  deprived  of  all  pretensions  to  a  private  au¬ 
dience,  but  expressly  denied  admittance  on  a  public  day, 
by  Sir  Steady’s  own  order. 

This  prohibition,  which  announced  his  total  ruin,  filled 
him  w  ith  rage,  horror,  and  despair.  He  insulted  the  porter 
who  signified  the  minister’s  command,  threatening  to  chas¬ 
tise  him  upon  ihe  spot  for  his  presumption,  and  vented  the 
most  virulent  imprecations  upon  his  master,  to  the  astonish¬ 
ment  of  those  who  chanced  to  enter  during  this  conference. 
Having  exhausted  himself  in  these  vain  exclamations,  he 
returned  to  his  lodgings  in  a  most  frantic  condition,  biting 
his  lips  so  that  the  blood  ran  from  his  mouth,  dashing  his 
head  and  fists  against  the  sides  of  his  chimney,  and  weeping 
with  the  most  bitter  expressions  of  woe. 

Pipes,  whose  perception  had  been  just  sufficient  to  let  him 
see  that  there  was  some  difference  between  the  present  and 
former  situation  of  hrs  master,  overhearing  his  transports, 
essayed  to  enter  his  apartment,  with  a  view  of  administering 
consolation ;  and  finding  the  door  locked  on  the  inside,  de¬ 
sired  admittance,  protesing,  that  otherwise  he  would  down 
w  ith  the  bulk-head  in  the  turning  of  an  handspike.  Perc- 
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grine  ordered  him  to  retire,  on  pain  of  his  displeasure,  and 
swore,  that  if  he  should  offer  to  break  open  the  door,  he 
would  instantly  shoot  him  through  the  head.  Tom,  without 
paying  the  least  regard  to  this  injunction,  set  himself  at  work 
immediately.  His  master,  exasperated  at  his  want  of  rever¬ 
ence  and  respect,  which  in  his  present  paroxysm  appeared 
with  the  most  provoking  aggravation,  flew  into  his  closet, 
and  snatching  up  one  of  his  pistols,  already  loaded,  no 
sooner  saw  his  valet  enter  the  apartment,  in  consequence  of 
having  forced  the  lock,  than  he  presented  it  full  at  his  face, 
and  drew  the  trigger.  Happily  the  priming  flashed  in  the 
pan,  without  communicating  with  the  charge ;  so  that  his 
furious  purpose  did  not  take  effect  upon  the  countenance 
of  honest  Pipes,  who,  disregardful  of  the  attempt,  though 
he  knew  the  contents  of  the  piece,  asked,  without  the  least 
alteration  of  feature,  if  it  must  be  foul  weather  through  the 
whole  voyage  ? 

Peregrine,  mad  as  he  was,  repented  of  his  mischievous  in¬ 
tent  against  such  a  faithful  adherent,  in  the  very  moment  of 
execution ;  and  had  it  proved  fatal,  according  to  the  design, 
in  all  probability  he  would  have  applied  another  to  his  own 
head.  There  are  certain  considerations  that  strike  upon  the 
mind  with  irresistible  force,  even  in  the  midst  of  its  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  the  momentary  recollection  of  some  particular  scene, 
occasional  by  the  features  of  the  devoted  victim,  hath  often 
struck  the  dagger  from  the  assassin’s  hand.  By  such  an 
impulse  was  Pipes  protected  from  any  repeated  effort  of  his 
master’s  rage ;  the  friendly  cause  of  his  present  disobedi¬ 
ence  flashed  upon  the  conviction  of  Peregrine,  when  he  be¬ 
held  the  rugged  front  of  his  valet,  in  which  also  stood  dis¬ 
closed  his  long  and  faithful  service,  together  with  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  deceased  commodore. 

Though  his  wrath  was  immediately  suppressed,  and  his 
heart  torn  with  remorse  for  what  he  had  done,  his  brows  re¬ 
mained  still  contracted ;  and  darting  a  most  ferocious  re¬ 
gard  at  the  intruder, — ‘  Villain !’  said  he,  ‘  how  dare  you 
treat  me  with  such  disrespect  ?’  (  Why  shouldn’t  I  lend  a 

hand  for  the  preservation  of  the  ship,’  answered  the  unruffled 
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Pipes, £  when  (here  is  more  sail  than  ballast  aboard,  and  thtf 
pilot  quits  the  helm  in  despair?  What  signifies  one  or  two 
broken  voyages,  so  long  as  our  timbers  arc  strong,  and  our 
vessel  in  good  trim  ?  If  she  loses  upon  one  tack,  mayhap  she 
may  gain  upon  t’other ;  and  I’ll  be  damn’d,  if  one  day  or 
other  we  don’t  fetch  up  our  lee-way  :  as  for  the  matter  of 
provision,  you  have  started  a  pretty  good  stock  of  money 
into  my  hold,  and  you  are  welcome  to  hoist  it  up  again  w  hen 
you  wool.’ 

Here  Tom  was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Crab¬ 
tree,  who  seeing  Peregrine  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  and 
such  wild  disorder  in  his  looks,  his  head,  hands,  and  mouth 
besmeared  with  blood,  and,  moreover,  smelling  the  gun¬ 
powder  which  had  been  burnt,  actually  believed  he  had  ei¬ 
ther  committed,  or  was  bent  upon  murder,  and  accordingly 
retreated  down  stairs  with  infinite  dispatch.  All  his  speed 
could  not  convey  him  without  the  reach  of  Pipes,  who,  over¬ 
taking  him  in  his  passage,  carried  him  back  into  his  master’s 
apartment,  observing  by  the  way,  that  this  was  no  time  to 
sheer  oif,  when  his  consort  stood  in  need  of  Ins  assistance. 

There  was  something  so  ruefully  severe  in  the  countenance 
of  Cadwallader,  thus  compelled,  that,  at  any  other  time, 
our  hero  would  have  laughed  at  his  concern ;  but  at  present 
there  was  nothing  risible  in  his  disposition  :  he  had,  how¬ 
ever,  laid  aside  his  pistol,  and  endeavoured,  though  in  vain, 
to  compose  his  internal  disturbance  ;  for  he  could  not  utter 
one  syllable  to  the  misanthrope,  but  stood  staring  at  him  in 
silence,  with  a  most  delirious  aspect.  This  did  not  tend  to 
dispel  the  dismay  of  his  friend,  w  ho,  after  some  recollection, — 
‘  I  wonder,’  said  he,  £  that  you  have  never  killed  your  man 
before.  Pray  how  may  you  have  disposed  of  the  body?’ 
Pickle  having  recovered  the  faculty  of  speech,  ordered  his 
lacquey  out  of  the  room,  and,  in  a  most  incoherent  detail, 
made  Crabtree  acquainted  with  the  perfidious  conduct  of 
the  minister. 

The  confidant  was  very  glad  to  find  his  fears  disappointed ; 
for  he  had  really  concluded,  that  some  life  was  lost.  Per¬ 
ceiving  the  youth  too  much  agitated  to  be  treated  by  him  in 
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Lis  usual  style,  he  owned  that  Sir  Steady  was  a  rascal,  and 
encouraged  Pickle  with  the  hope  of  being  one  day  able  to 
make  reprisals  upon  him ;  in  the  meantime  offered  him 
money  for  his  immediate  occasions,  exhorted  him  to  exert 
his  own  qualifications  in  rendering  himself  independent  of 
such  miscreants,  and  finally  counselled  him  to  represent  his 
wrongs  to  the  nobleman  whom  he  had  formerly  obliged,  with 
a  view  of  interesting  that  peer  in  his  behalf;  or  at  least  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  satisfactory  explanation  from  the  minister,  that  he 
might  take  no  premature  measures  of  revenge. 

These  admonitions  were  so  much  milder  and  more  agree¬ 
able  than  our  hero  expected  from  the  misanthrope,  that  they 
had  a  very  favourable  effect  upon  his  transports,  which  gra¬ 
dually  subsided,  until  be  became  so  tractable  as  to  promise 
that  he  would  conform  to  his  advice ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
he  next  morning  waited  upon  his  lordship,  who  received  him 
very  politely,  as  usual,  and  with  great  patience  heard  his 
complaint,  which,  by  the  by,  he  could  not  repeat  without 
some  hasty  ebullitions  of  passionate  resentment.  This  peer, 
after  having  gently  disapproved  of  the  letter  of  expostula¬ 
tion,  which  had  produced  such  unfortunate  effects,  kindly  un¬ 
dertook  to  recommend  his  case  to  the  minister,  and  actually 
performed  his  promise  that  same  day,  when  Sir  Steady  in¬ 
formed  him,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  that  the  poor  young 
gentleman  was  disordered  in  his  brain,  so  that  he  could  not 
possibly  be  provided  for  in  a  place  of  importance,  with  any 
regard  to  the  service ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he 
(Sir  Steady)  would  support  his  extravagance  from  his  own 
private  purse  ; — that  he  had,  indeed,  at  the  solicitation  of  a 
nobleman  deceased,  made  him  a  present  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  in  consideration  of  some  loss  that  he  pretended  to 
have  sustained  in  an  election  ;  but,  since  that  time,  had  per¬ 
ceived  in  him  such  indisputable  marks  of  lunacy,  both  by 
his  distracted  letters  and  personal  behaviour,  as  obliged  him 
to  give  order  that  he  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  house. 
To  corroborate  this  assertion,  the  minister  actually  called  in 
the  evidence  of  his  own  porter,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
his  household,  who  had  heard  the  execrations  that  escaped 
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our  youth,  when  he  first  found  himself  excluded.  In  short, 
the  nobleman  was  convinced  that  Peregrine  was  certainly  and 
hona  jxde  mad  as  a  march  hare  ;  and,  by  the  help  of  this  in¬ 
timation,  began  to  recollect  some  symptoms  of  distraction 
which  appeared  in  his  last  visit ;  he  remembered  a  certain 
incoherence  in  his  speech,  a  violence  of  gesture  and  wildness 
of  look,  that  now  evidently  denoted  a  disturbed  understand¬ 
ing  ;  and  he  determined  for  his  own  credit  and  security,  to 
disentangle  himself  from  such  a  dangerous  acquaintance. 

With  this  view,  he,  in  imitation  of  Sir  Steady,  command¬ 
ed  his  gate  to  be  shut  against  our  adventurer  ;  so  that,  when 
he  went  to  know  the  result  of  his  lordship’s  conference  with, 
the  minister,  the  door  was  flung  in  his  face,  and  the  janitor 
told  him  through  an  iron  grate,  that  he  needed  not  to  give 
himself  the  trouble  of  calling  again,  for  his  lord  desired  to  be 
excused  from  seeing  him.  He  spoke  not  a  word  in  answer 
to  this  declaration,  which  he  immediately  imputed  to  the 
ill  offices  of  the  minister,  against  whom  he  breathed  defiance 
and  revenge,  in  his  way  to  the  lodgings  of  Cadwallader ; 
who,  being  made  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  his  recep¬ 
tion,  begged  he  would  desist  from  all  schemes  of  vengeance, 
until  he  (Crabtree)  should  be  able  to  unriddle  the  mystery 
of  the  whole,  which  he  did  not  doubt  of  unveiling  by  means 
of  his  acquaintance  with  a  family  in  which  his  lordship  often 
spent  the  evening  at  whist. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  the  desired  opportunity  ; 
the  nobleman  being  under  no  injunctions  or  obligation  to 
keep  the  affair  secret,  discovered  the  young  gentleman’s  mis¬ 
fortune,  by  way  of  news,  to  the  first  company  in  which  he 
happened  to  be  ;  and  Peregrine’s  name  was  not  so  obscure 
in  the  fashionable  world,  but  that  his  disorder  became  the 
general  topic  of  conversation  for  a  day  ;  so  that  his  friend 
soon  partook  of  the  intelligence,  and  found  means  to  learn 
the  particulars  of  the  minister’s  information,  as  above  related. 
Nay,  he  was  in  danger  of  becoming  a  proselyte  to  Sir 
Steady’s  opinion,  when  he  recalled  and  compared  every  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  he  knew  of  Pickle’s  impatience  and  impe¬ 
tuosity. 
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Indeed  nothing  more  easily  gains  credit  than  an  imputa¬ 
tion  of  madness  fixed  upon  any  person  whatsoever;  for  when 
the  suspicion  of  the  world  is  roused,  and  its  observation  once 
set  at  work,  the  wisest,  the  coolest  man  upon  earth,  will,  by 
some  particulars  in  his  behaviour,  convict  himself  of  the 
charge  :  every  singularity  in  his  dress  and  manner  (and  such 
are  observable  in  every  person)  that  before  passed  unheeded, 
now  rises  up  in  judgement  against  him,  with  all  the  exag¬ 
geration  of  the  observer’s  fancy  ;  and  the  sagacious  examiner 
perceives  distraction  in  every  glance  of  the  eye,  turn  of  the 
finger,  and  motion  of  the  head  :  when  he  speaks,  there  is  a 
strange  peculiarity  in  his  argument  and  expression  ;  when  he 
holds  his  tongue,  his  imagination  teems  with  some  extrava¬ 
gant  reverie;  his  sobriety  of  demeanour  is  no  other  than  a 
lucid  interval,  and  his  passion  mere  delirium. 

If  people  of  the  most  sedate  and  insipid  life  and  conversa¬ 
tion  are  subject  to  such  criticisms,  no  wonder  that  they  should 
take  place  upon  a  youth  of  Peregrine’s  fiery  deposition, 
which,  on  some  occasions,  w  ould  have  actually  justified  any 
remarks  of  this  kind,  which  his  greatest  enemies  could  make. 
He  was  accordingly  represented  as  one  of  those  enterprising 
bucks,  who,  after  having  spent  their  fortunes  in  riot  and  ex¬ 
cess,  are  happily  bereft  of  their  understanding,  and  conse¬ 
quently  insensible  of  the  w  ant  and  disgrace  which  they  have 
entailed  upon  themselves. 

Cadwallader  himself  was  so  much  affected  with  the  report, 
that  for  some  time  he  hesitated  in  his  deliberations  upon  our 
lierp,  before  he  could  prevail  upon  himself  to  communicate 
to  him  the  information  he  had  received,  or  to  treat  him  in 
other  respects  as  a  man  of  sound  intellects.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  he  ventured  to  make  Pickle  acquainted  with  the  parti¬ 
culars  he  had  learned,  imparting  them  with  such  caution 
and  circumlocution,  as  he  thought  necessary  to  prevent  the 
young  gentleman  from  transgressing  all  bounds  of  temper 
and  moderation ; — but,  for  once,  lie  was  agreeably  deceived 
in  his  prognostic.  Incensed  as  our  hero  was  at  the  conduct 
of  the  minister,  he  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  ridiculous 
aspersion,  which  he  told  his  friend,  he  would  soon  refute 
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in  a  manner  that  should  not  be  very  agreeable  to  his  calumni¬ 
ator  ;  observing,  that  it  Mas  a  common  practice  w ith  the' 
state  pilot,  thus  to  slander  those  people  to  whom  he  lay  un¬ 
der  obligations  which  he  had  no  mind  to  discharge.  ‘  True 
it  is,’  said  Peregrine,  4  he  has  succeeded  more  than  once  in 
contrivances  of  this  kind,  having  actually  reduced  divers 
people  of  weak  heads  to  such  extremity  of  despair,  as  hath 
issued  in  downright  distraction,  whereby  he  was  rid  of  their 
importunities,  and  his  judgment  confirmed  at  the  same  time : 
but  I  have  now  (thank  Heaven)  attained  to  such  a  pitch  of 
philosophical  resolution,  as  will  support  me  agaiast  all  his 
machinations  ;  and  I  will  forthwith  exhibit  the  monster  to 
the  public,  in  his  true  lineaments  of  craft,  perfidy,  and  in¬ 
gratitude.’ 

This  indeed  was  the  plan  with  which  Mr.  Pickle  had 
amused  himself  during  the  researches  of  Crabtree  ;  and  by 
this  time  it  so  effectually  flattered  his  imagination,  that  he 
believed  he  should  be  able  to  bring  his  adversary  (in  spite  of 
all  his  power)  to  his  own  terms  of  submission,  by  distinguish¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  list  of  those,  who,  at  that  period,  wrote 
against  the  administration.  Nor  was  this  scheme  so  extra¬ 
vagant  as  it  may  seem  to  be,  had  not  he  overlooked  one  ma¬ 
terial  circumstance,  which  Cadwallader  himself  did  not  re¬ 
collect,  when  he  approved  of  this  project. 

While  he  thus  meditated  vengeance,  the  fame  of  bis  dis¬ 
order,  in  due  course  of  circulation,  reached  the  ears  of  that 
lady  of  quality  whose  memoirs  have  already  appeared  in 
these  adventures.  The  correspondence  with  which  she  had 
honoured  our  hero  had  been  long  broke  off,  for  tbe  reason 
already  advanced,  namely,  his  dread  of  being  exposed  to 
her  infatuating  charms.  He  had  been  candid  enough  to 
make  her  acquainted  with  the  cause  of  exiling  himself  from 
her  presence ;  and  she  admitted  the  prudence  of  self-restraint, 
although  she  would  have  been  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
continuance  of  his  intimacy  and  conversation,  which  w’ere 
not  at  all  beneath  the  desire  of  any  lady  in  tire  kingdom. 
Notwithstanding  this  interruption,  she  still  retained  a  friend¬ 
ship  and  regard  for  his  character,  and  felt  all  the  affliction 
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of  a  humane  heart,  at  the  news  of  his  misfortunes  and  de¬ 
plorable  distemper.  She  had  seen  him  courted  and  culti¬ 
vated  in  the  sun-sliinc  of  his  prosperity ;  but  she  knew,  from 
sad  experience,  how  all  those  insect-followers  shrink  away 
in  the  winter  of  distress.  Her  compassion  represented  him 
as  a  poor  unhappy  lunatic,  destitute  of  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  dragging  about  the  ruins  of  human  nature,  and  exhi¬ 
biting  the  spectacle  of  blasted  youth  to  the  scorn  and  abhor¬ 
rence  of  his  fellow  creatures.  Aching  with  these  charitable 
considerations,  she  found  means  to  learn  in  what  part  of  the 
town  he  lodged;  and  laying  aside  all  superfluous  ceremony, 
went  in  a  hackney  chair  to  his  door,  which  was  opened  by 
the  ever  faithful  Pipes. 

Her  ladyship  immediately  recollected  the  features  of  his 
trusty  follower,  whom  she  could  not  help  loving  in  her 
heart  for  his  attachment  and  fidelity,  which,  after  she  had 
applauded  with  a  most  gracious  commendation,  she  kindly 
inquired  after  the  state  of  his  master’s  health,  and  asked  if 
he  was  in  a  condition  tojbe  seen. 

Tom,  who  could  not  suppose  that  the  visit  of  a  fine  lady 
would  be  unacceptable  to  a  youth  of  Peregrine’s  complexion, 
made  no  verbal  reply  to  the  question ;  but  beckoning  her 
ladyship  with  an  arch  significance  of  feature,  at  which  she 
could  not  forbear  smiling,  walked  softly  up  stairs ;  and  she, 
in  obedience  to  the  signal,  followed  her  guide  into  the  apart¬ 
ment  of  our  hero,  whom  she  found  at  a  writing-table,  in  the 
very  act  of  composing  an  eulogium  upon  his  good  friend 
Sir  Steady.  The  nature  of  his  work  had  animated  his  coun¬ 
tenance  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  vivacity  ;  and  being 
dressed  in  a  neat  dishabille,  his  figure  could  not  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  more  advantage  in  the  eye  of  a  person  who  despis¬ 
ed  the  tinsel  of  unnecessary  ornament.  She  was  extremely 
well  pleased  to  see  her  expectations  so  agreeably  disappoint¬ 
ed  ;  for,  instead  of  the  squalid  circumstances  and  wretched 
looks  attending  indigence  and  distraction,  every  thing  was 
decent  and  genteel ;  and  the  patient’s  aspect  such  as  betoken¬ 
ed  internal  satisfaction.  Hearing  the  rustling  of  silk  in  his 
room,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  from  the  paper,  and  seeing  her 
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ladyship,  was  struck  with  astonishment  and  awe,  as  at  the 
unexpected  apparition  of  some  supernatural  being. 

Before  he  could  recollect  himself  from  his  confusion, 
which  called  the  blood  into  his  cheeks,  she  told  him,  that, 
on  the  strength;of  old  acquaintance,  she  was  come  to  visit 
him,  though  it  was  a  long  time  since  he  had  given  her  good 
reason  to  believe,  that  he  had  absolutely  forgot  that  there 
was  such  a  person  as  she  in  being.  After  having  made  the 
most  warm  acknowledgments  for  this  unforeseen  honour,  he 
assured  her  ladyship  that  the  subject  of  her  reproach  was 
not  his  fault,  but  rather  his  very  great  misfortune ;  and  that, 
if  it  had  been  in  his  power  to  forget  her  so  easily  as  she  seem¬ 
ed  to  imagine,  he  should  never  have  given  her  cause  to  tax 
him  with  want  of  duty  and  respect. 

Still  dubious  of  his  situation,  she  began  to  converse  with 
him  on  different  subjects  ;  and  he  acquitted  himself  so  well 
in  every  particular,  that  she  no  longer  doubted  his  having 
been  misrepresented  by  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  can¬ 
didly  told  him  the  cause  and  intent  of  her  coming.  He  was 
not  deficient  in  expressions  of  gratitude  for  this  instance  of 
her  generosity  and  friendship,  which  even  drew  tears  from 
his  eyes.  As  to  the  imputation  of  madness,  he  explained  it 
so  much  to  her  ladyship’s  satisfaction,  that  she  evidently 
perceived  he  had  been  barbarously  dealt  with,  and  that  the 
charge  was  no  other  than  a  most  villanous  aspersion. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  endeavours  to  conceal  the  true 
state  of  his  finances,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  give  this 
detail,  without  disclosing  some  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  he  laboured ;  and  her  ladyship’s  sagacity  divining 
the  rest,  she  not  only  made  him  a  tender  of  assistance,  but, 
presenting  a  bank-note  for  a  considerable  sum,  insisted  upon 
his  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  trifling  mark  of  her  esteem,  and  a 
specimen  of  what  she  was  inclined  to  do  in  his  behalf.  But 
this  mark  of  her  benevolence  he  would  by  no  means  receive; 
assuring  her,  that,  though  his  affairs  were  at  present  a  little 
perplexed,  he  had  never  felt  the  least  circumstance  of  dis¬ 
tress,  and  begging  that  she  would  not  subject  him  to  the 
burden  of  such  an  unnecessary  obligation. 
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Being  obliged  to  put  up  with  this  refusal,  she  protested 
she  would  never  forgive  him,  should  she  ever  hear  that  he 
rejected  her  offer,  when  he  stood  in  need  of  her  aid  ;  or  if, 
in  time  to  come,  he  should  not  apply  to  her  friendship,  if 
ever  he  should  find  himself  incommoded  in  point  of  fortune  : 

4  An  over-delicacy  in  this  respect,’  said  she,  4  I  shall  look 
upon  as  a  disapprobation  of  my  own  conduct ;  because  I 
jnyself  have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  my  friends  in 
such  emergencies.’ 

These  generous  remonstrances  and  marks  of  particular 
friendship  could  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  heart  of  our  hero,  which  still  smarted  from  the  former 
impulse  of  her  charms  ;  he  not  only  felt  all  those  transports 
which  a  man  of  honour  and  sensibility  may  be  supposed  to 
feel  upon  such  an  occasion,  but  the  sentiments  of  a  more 
tender  passion  awaking  in  his  breast,  he  could  not  help  ex¬ 
pressing  himself  in  terms  adapted  to  the  emotions  of  his 
soul ;  and  at  length  plainly  told  her,  that,  were  he  disposed 
to  be  a  beggar,  he  would  ask  something  of  infinitely  more 
importance  to  his  peace  than  the  charitable  assistance  she 
had  proffered. 

Her  ladyship  had  too  much  penetration  to  mistake  his 
meaning;  but,  as  she  did  not  choose  to  encourage  his  ad¬ 
vances,  pretended  to  interpret  his  intimation  into  a  general 
compliment  of  gallantry,  and,  in  a  jocose  manner,  *  desired 
he  would  not  give  her  any  reason  to  believe  his  lucid  interval 
was  past.  4  In  faith,  my  lady,’  said  he,  4  I  perceive  the  fit 
coming  on ;  and  I  don’t  sec  why  I  may  not  use  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  my  distemper,  so  far  as  to  declare  myself  one  of 
your  most  passionate  admirers.’  4  If  you  do,’  replied  her 
ladyship,  4  I  shall  not  be  fool  enough  to  believe  a  madman, 
unless  I  were  assured  that  your  disorder  proceeded  from 
your  love ;  and  that  this  was  the  case,  I  suppose  you  will 
find  it  difficult  to  prove.’  4  Nay,  madam,’  cried  the  youth, 

4  1  have  in  this  drawer  what  will  convince  you  of  my  hav¬ 
ing  been  mad  on  that  strain;  and,  since  you  doubt  my  pre¬ 
tension,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  produce  my  testimo¬ 
nials.’  So  saying,  he  opened  a  scrutoire,  and  taking  out  a 
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paper,  presented  her  with  the  following  song,  which  he  had 
written  in  her  praise,  immediately  after  he  wTas  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  particulars  of  her  story. — 

i. 

While  with  fond  rapture  and  amaze. 

On  thy  transcendent  charms  I  gaze. 

My  cautious  soul  essays  in  vain 
Her  peace  and  freedom  to  maintain  ; 

Yet  let  that  blooming  form  divine, 

Where  grace  and  harmony  combine  ; 

Those  eyes,  like  genial  orbs  that  move'. 

Dispensing  gladness,  joy,  and  love, 

In  all  their  pomp  assail  my  view, 

Intent  my  bosom  to  subdue ; 

My  breast,  by  wary  maxims  steel’d, 

Not  all  those  charms  shall  force  to  yield. 

ii. 

But,  when  invok’d  to  beauty’s  aid, 

I  see  th’  enlighten’d  soul  display’d  ; 

That  soul  so  sensibly  sedate 
Amid  the  storms  of  froward  fate  ! 

Thy  genius  active,  strong,  and  clear. 

Thy  wit  sublime,  though  not  severe, 

The  social  ardour,  void  of  art, 

That  glows  within  thy  candid  heart ; 

My  spirits,  sense,  and  strength  decay, 

My  resolution  dies  away, 

And,  every  faculty  oppress’d, 

Almighty  love  invades  my  breast ! 

Her  ladyship  having  perused  this  production,  4  were  f 
inclined  to  be  suspicious,’  said  she,  4  1  should  believe  that  I 
had  no  share  in  producing  this  composition,  which  seems  to 
have  been  inspired  by  a  much  more  amiable  object.  How¬ 
ever,  I  will  take  your  word  for  your  intention,  and  thank 
you  for  the  unmerited  compliment,  though  1  have  met  with 
it  in  such  an  accidental  manner.  Nevertheless,  I  must  be  so 
free  as  to  tell  you,  it  is  now  high  time  for  you  to  contract 
that  unbounded  spirit  of  gallantry,  which  you  have  indulged 
so  long,  into  a  sincere  attachment  for  the  fair  Emilia,  who, 
by  all  accounts,  deserves  the  whole  of  your  attention  and  re¬ 
gard.’  His  nerves  thrilled  at  mention  of  that  name,  which 
he  never  heard  pronounced  without  agitation.  Rather  than 
undergo  the  consequence  of  a  conversation  upon  this  subject, 
he  chose  to  drop  the  theme  of  love  altogether,  and  industri? 
ously  introduced  some  other  topic  of  discourse. 
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CHAPTER  XCVII. 

He  writes  against  the  minister,  ly  whose  instigation  he  is  arrested , 
and  moves  himself  ly  habeas  corpus  into  the  fleet. 

M  y  lady  having  prolonged  her  stay  beyond  the  period  ot 
a  common  visit,  and  repeated  her  protestations  in  the  most 
frank  and  obliging  manner,  took  her  leave  of  our  adven¬ 
turer,  who  promised  to  pay  his  respects  to  her  in  a  few  days 
at  her  own  house.  Meanwhile,  he  resumed  his  task ;  and 
having  finished  a  most  severe  remonstrance  against  Sir 
Steady,  not  only  with  regard  to  his  private  ingratitude, 
but  also  to  his  mal-administration  of  public  affairs,  he  sent 
it  to  the  author  of  a  weekly  paper,  who  had  been  long  a 
professed  reformer  in  politics  ,  and  it  appeared  in  a  very 
few  days,  with  a  note  of  the  publisher,  desiring  the  favour 
of  further  correspondence  with  the  author. 

The  animadversions  contained  in  this  small  essay  were  so 
spirited  and  judicious,  and  a  great  many  new  lights  thrown 
upon  the  subject  with  such  perspicuity,  as  attracted  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  public  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  helped 
to  raise  the  character  of  the  paper  in  which  it  was  inserted. 
The  minister  was  not  the  last  who  examined  the  perform¬ 
ance,  which,  in  spite  of  all  his  boasted  temper,  provoked 
him  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  set  his  emissaries  at  work,  and 
by  dint  of  corruption,  procured  a  sight  of  the  manuscript 
in  Peregrine’s  own  handwriting,  which  he  immediately  re¬ 
cognised;  but,  for  further  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  he 
compared  it  with  the  two  letters  which  lie  had  received  from 
our  adventurer.  Had  he  known  the  young  gentleman’s  ta¬ 
lents  for  declamation  were  so  acute,  perhaps  he  would  never 
have  given  him  cause  to  complain,  but  employed  him  in 
the  vindication  of  his  own  measures;  nay,  he  might  still 
have  treated  him  like  some  other  authors  whom  lie  had 
brought  over  from  the  opposition,  had  not  the  keenness  of 
this  first  assault  incensed  him  to  a  desire  of  revenge.  He, 
therefore,  no  sooner  made  this  discovery,  than  he  conveyed 
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Lis  directions  to  his  dependent  the  receiver-general,  who 
n  as  possessed  of  Pickle’s  notes.  Next  day,  while  our  au¬ 
thor  stood  within  a  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  at  a  certain 
coffeehouse,  holding  forth  with  great  eloquence  upon  the 
diseases  of  the  state,  he  was  accosted  by  a  bailiff,  who  en¬ 
tering  the  room  with  five  or  six  followers,  told  him  aloud, 
that  he  had  a  writ  against  him  for  twelve  hundred  pounds, 
at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Ravage  Gleanum. 

The  whole  company  were  astonished  at  this  address, 
which  did  not  fail  to  discompose  the  defendant  himself,  who 
(as  it  were  instinctively),  in  the  midst  of  his  confusion,  sa¬ 
luted  the  officer  across  the  head  with  his  cane;  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  application,  he  was  surrounded  and  dis¬ 
armed  in  an  instant  by  the  gang,  who  carried  him  off  to  the 
next  tavern  in  the  most  opprobrious  manner.  Nor  did  one 
of  the  spectators  interpose  in  his  behalf,  or  visit  him  in  his 
confinement  with  the  least  tender  of  advice  or  assistance ; 
such  is  the  zeal  of  a  coffeehouse  friendship. 

This  stroke  was  the  more  severe  upon  our  hero,  as  it  was 
altogether  unexpected  ;  for  he  had  utterly  forgot  the  debt 
for  which  he  was  arrested.  His  present  indignation  was, 
however,  chiefly  kindled  against  the  bailiff,  who  had  done 
his  office  in  such  a  disrespectful  manner  ;  and  the  first  use 
he  made  of  his  recollection  in  the  house  to  which  they  con¬ 
ducted  him,  was  to  chastise  him  for  the  insolence  and  inde¬ 
cency  of  his  behaviour.  This  task  he  performed  with  his 
bare  fists,  every  other  weapen  being  previously  conveyed  out 
of  his  reach ;  and  the  delinquent  underwent  his  discipline 
with  surprising  patience  and  resignation,  asking  pardon  with 
great  humility,  and  protesting  before  God,  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  willingly  and  wittingly  used  any  gentleman  with  ill 
manners,  but  had  been  commanded  to  arrest  our  adventurer 
according  to  the  express  direction  of  the  creditor,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  his  place. 

By  this  declaration  Peregrine  was  appeased,  and,  out  of  a 
delirium  of  passion,  waked  to  all  the  horrors  of  reflection. 
All  the  glory  of  his  youth  was  now  eclipsed,  all  the  blossoms 
of  his  hope  were  blasted,  and  he  saw  himself  doomed  to  the 
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hiiscries  of  a  jail,  without  the  least  prospect  of  enlargement, 
except  in  the  issue  of  his  law-suit,  of  which  he  had,  for  some 
time  past,  grown  less  and  less  confident  every  day.  What 
would  become  of  the  unfortunate,  if  the  constitution  of  the 
mind  did  not  permit  them  to  bring  one  passion  into  the  field 
against  another  ?  passions  that  operate  in  the  human  breast, 
like  poisons  of  a  different  nature,  extinguishing  each  other’s 
effect.  Our  hero’s  grief  reigned  in  full  despotism,  until  it 
was  deposed  by  revenge ;  during  the  predominancy  of  which, 
he  considered  every  thing  which  had  happened  as  a  circum¬ 
stance  conducive  to  his  gratification  :  4  If  I  must  be  prisoner 
for  life,  said  he  to  himself,  4  if  I  must  relinquish  all  my  gay 
expectations,  let  me  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  clanking 
my  chains  so  as  to  interrupt  the  repose  of  my  adversary” 
and  let  me  search  in  my  own  breast  for  that  peace  and  con¬ 
tentment,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  all  the  scenes 
of  my  success.  In  being  detached  from  the  world  I  shall 
be  delivered  from  folly  and  ingratitude,  as  well  as  exempted 
from  an  expence,  which  I  should  have  found  it  very  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable  to  support ;  I  shall  have  little  or  no 
temptation  to  mis-spend  my  time,  and  more  undisturbed  op¬ 
portunity  to  earn  my  subsistence,  and  prosecute  my  revenge. 
After  all,  a  jail  is  the  best  tub  to  which  a  cynic  philosopher 
can  retire.’ 

In  consequence  of  these  comfortable  reflections,  he  sent  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Crabtree,  with  an  account  of  his  misfortune, 
signifying  his  resolution  to  move  himself  immediately  into 
the  Fleet,  and  desiring  that  he  would  send  him  some  under¬ 
standing  attorney  of  his  acquaintance,  who  would  direct  him 
into  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose.'  The 
misanthrope,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  intimation,  went  in 
person  to  a  lawyer,  whom  he  accompanied  to  the  spunging- 
house  whither  the  prisoner  had  by  this  time  retired.  Pere¬ 
grine  was,  under  the  auspices  of  his  director,  conducted  to 
the  judges  chamber,  where  lie  was  left  in  the  custody  of  a  tip- 
stall ;  and,  after  having  paid  for  a  warrant  of  habeas  corpus y 

by  him  conveyed  to  the  Fleet,  and  delivered  to  the  care  of 
the  warden. 
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Here  he  was  introduced  to  the  lodge,  in  which  he  wa* 
obliged  to  expose  himself  a  full  half  hour  to  the  eyes  of  all 
the  turnkeys  and  door-keepers,  who  took  an  accurate  survey 
of  his  person,  that  they  might  know  him  again  at  first 
sight ;  and  then  he  was  turned  loose  into  the  place  called 
the  master’s  side,  having  given  a  valuable  consideration  for 
that  privilege.  This  is  a  large  range  of  building,  contain¬ 
ing  some  hundreds  of  lodging-rooms  for  the  convenience  of 
the  prisoners,  who  pay  so  much  per  week  for  that  accommo¬ 
dation.  In  short,  this  community  is  like  a  city  detached 
from  all  communication  with  the  neighbouring  parts,  regu¬ 
lated  by  its  own  laws,  and  furnished  with  peculiar  conva- 
niencies  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  There  is  a  coffee¬ 
house  for  the  resort  of  gentlemen,  in  which  all  sorts  of  li¬ 
quors  are  kept,  and  a  public  kitchen,  where  any  quantity 
of  meat  is  sold  at  a  very  reasonable  rate,  or  any  kind  of  pro¬ 
vision  boiled  and  roasted  gratis,  for  the  poor  prisoners  :  nay, 
there  are  certain  servants  of  the  public,  who  are  obliged  to 
go  to  market,  at  the  pleasure  of  individuals,  without  fee  or 
reward  from  those  who  employ  them  :  nor  are  they  cooped 
up,  so  as  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  fresh  air,  there 
being  an  open  area,  of  a  considerable  extent,  adjacent  to  the 
building,  on  which  they  may  exercise  themselves  in  walking, 
skittles,  bowls,  and  variety  of  other  diversions,  according  to 
the  inclination  of  each. 

Our  adventurer  being  admitted  a  denizen  of  this  commu¬ 
nity,  found  himself  bewildered  in  the  midst  of  strangers, 
who,  by  their  appearance,  did  not  at  all  prepossess  him  in 
their  favour ;  and,  after  having  strolled  about  the  place  with 
his  friend  Cadwallader,  repaired  to  the  coffeehouse,  in  order 
to  be  further  informed  of  the  peculiar  customs  which  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  know. 

There,  while  he  endeavoured  to  pick  up  intelligence  from 
the  bar-keeper,  he  was  accosted  by  a  person  in  canonicals, 
who  very  civilly  asked  if  he  was  a  new-comer.  Being  an¬ 
swered  in  the  affirmative,  he  gave  him  the  salutation  of  wel¬ 
come  to  the  society,  and,  with  great  hospitality,  undertook 
to  initiate  him  in  the  constitutions  of  the  brotherhood.  This 
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■humane  clergyman  gave  him  to  understand,  that  his  first 
•care  ought  to  be  that  of  securing  a  lodging  ;  telling  him  there 
was  a  certain  number  of  apartments  in  the  prison  let  at  the 
same  price,  though  some  were  more  commodious  than 
others ;  and  that  when  the  better  sort  became  vacant,  by  the 
removal  of  their  possessors,  those  who  succeeded  in  point 
of  seniority,  had  the  privilege  of  occupying  the  empty 
tenements  preferable  to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  howsoever 
respectable  they  might  otherwise  be :  that  when  the  jail  was 
very  much  crowded,  there  was  but  one  chamber  allotted  for 
two  lodgers ;  but  this  was  not  considered  as  any  great  hard¬ 
ship  on  the  prisoners  ;  because,  in  that  case,  there  was  always 
a  sufficient  number  of  males,  who  willingly  admitted  the  fe¬ 
males  to  a  share  in  their  apartments  and  beds  :  not  but  the 
time  had  been,  when  this  expedient  would  not  answer  the 
occasion,  because,  after  a  couple  had  been  quartered  in  eve¬ 
ry  room,  there  was  a  considerable  residue  still  unprovided 
with  lodging ;  so  that,  for  the  time  being,  the  last  comers 
were  obliged  to  take  up  their  habitation  in  Mount  Scoundrel, 
an  apartment  most  miserably  furnished,  in  which  they  lay 
promiscuously,  amidst  filth  and  vermine,  until  they  could 
be  better  accommodated  in  due  course  of  rotation. 

Peregrine  hearing  the  description  of  this  place,  began  to 
be  very  impatient  about  his  night’s  lodging  ;  and  the  par¬ 
son,  perceiving  his  anxiety,  conducted  him,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  the  warden,  who  forthwith  put  him  in  possession  of 
a  paltry  chamber,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  half  a  crown 
a  week.  This  point  being  settled,  his  director  gave  him  an 
account  of  the  different  methods  of  eating,  either  singly,  in  a 
mess,  or  at  an  ordinary,  and  advised  him  to  choose  the  last, 
as  the  most  reputable,  offering  to  introduce  him  next  day  to 
the  best  company  in  the  Fleet,  who  always  dined  together 
in  public. 

Pickle  having  thanked  this  gentleman  for  his  civilities, 
and  promised  to  be  governed  by  his  advice,  invited  him  to 
pass  the  evening  at  his  apartments  ;  and,  in  the  meantime, 
shut  himself  up  w  ith  Crabtree,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon 
the  wreck  of  his  affairs.  Of  all  his  ample  fortune  nothing 
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now  remained  but  his  wardrobe,  which  was  not  very  sump¬ 
tuous,  about  thirty  guineas  in  cash,  and  the  garrison,  which 
the  misanthrope  counselled  him  to  convert  into  ready  money 
for  his  present  subsistence.  This  advice,  however,  he  abso¬ 
lutely  rejected,  not  only  on  account  of  his  having  already 
bestowed  it  upon  Hatchway  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life,  but  also  with  a  view  of  retaining  some  memorial  of  the 
commodore’s  generosity.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to  finish 
in  this  retreat  the  translation  which  he  had  undertaken,  and 
earn  his  future  subsistence  by  labour  of  the  same  kind.  He 
desired  Cadwallader  to  take  charge  of  his  moveables,  and 
send  to  him  such  linen  and  clothes  as  he  should  have  occa¬ 
sion  for  in  his  confinement.  But,  among  all  his  difficulties, 
nothing  embarrassed  him  so  much  as  his  faithful  Pipes, 
whom  he  could  no  longer  entertain  in  his  service.  He  knew 
Tom  had  made  shift  to  pick  up  a  competency  in  the  course 
of  his  ministration  ;  but  that  reflection,  though  it  in  some 
measure  alleviated,  could  not  wholly  prevent  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  he  should  suffer  in  parting  with  an  affectionate  adher¬ 
ent,  w  ho  was  by  this  time  become  as  necessary  to  him  as 
one  of  his  own  members,  and  who  was  so  accustomed  to  live 
under  his  command  and  protection,  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  fellow  could  reconcile  himself  to  any  other  way  of  life. 

Crabtree,  in  order  to  make  him  easy  on  that  score,  offered, 
to  adopt  him  in  the  room  of  his  own  valet,  whom  he  would 
dismiss ;  though  he  observed  that  Pipes  had  been  quite  spoiled 
in  our  hero’s  service.  But  Peregrine  did  not  choose  to  lay  his 
friend  under  that  inconvenience,  knowing  that  his  present 
lacquey  understood  and  complied  with  all  the  peculiarities 
of  his  humour,  which  Pipes  would  never  Ire  able  to  study 
or  regard ;  he  therefore  determined  to  send  him  back  to  his 
shipmate  Hatchway,  with  whom  he  had  spent  the  fore 
part  of  his  life. 

These  points  being  adjusted,  the  two  friends  adjourned  to 
the  coffeehouse,  with  a  view  of  inquiring  into  the  character 
of  the  clergyman  to  whose  beneficence  our  adventurer  was 
so  much  indebted.  They  learned  he  was  a  person  who  had 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  bishop  in  whose  diocese  he 
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was  settled,  and,  being  unequal  in  power  to  his  antagonist, 
had  been  driven  to  the  Fleet,  in  consequence  of  his  obstinate 
opposition ;  though  he  still  found  means  to  enjoy  a  pretty 
considerable  income,  by  certain  irregular  practices  in  the 
way  of  his  function,  which  income  was  chiefly  consumed  in 
acts  of  humanity  to  his  fellow-creatures  in  distress. 

His  eulogium  was  scarce  finished  w'hen  he  entered  the 
room,  according  to  appointment  with  Peregrine,  who  order¬ 
ing  wine  and  something  for  supper  to  be  carried  to  his  apart¬ 
ment,  the  triumvirate  went  thither  ;  and  Cadwallader  tak¬ 
ing  his  leave  for  the  night,  the  two  fellow-prisoners  passed 
the  evening  very  sociably,  our  hero  being  entertained  by  his 
new  companion  with  the  private  history  of  the  place,  some 
particulars  of  which  were  extremely  curious.  He  told  him, 
that  the  person  who  attended  them  at  supper,  bowing  with 
the  most  abject  servility,  and  worshiping  them  every  time  he 
opened  his  mouth,  with  the  epithets  of  your  lordship  and 
your  honour ,  had,  a  few  years  before,  been  actually  a  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  guards ;  who,  after  having  run  his  career  in  the 
great  world,  had  treaded  every  station  in  their  community, 
from  that  of  a  buck  of  the  first  order,  who  swaggers  about 

the  Fleet  in  a  laced  coat,  with  a  footman  and  w - ,  to  the 

degree  of  a  tapster,  in  which  he  was  now  happily  settled. 
c  If  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  cook’s  kitch¬ 
en,’  said  he,  ‘  you  will  perceive  a  beau  metamorphosed  into 
a  turnspit ;  and  there  are  some  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  in  this  microcosm,  who  have  had  forests  and  fish¬ 
ponds  of  their  own  :  yet,  notwithstanding  such  a  miserable 
reverse  of  fortune,  they  are  neither  objects  of  regard  nor 
compassion,  because  their  misfortunes  are  the  fruits  of  the 
most  vitious  extravagance,  and  they  are  absolutely  insens¬ 
ible  of  the  misery  which  is  their  lot.  Those  of  our  fellow- 
sufferers,  who  have  been  reduced  by  undeserved  losses,  or 
the  precipitation  of  unexperienced  youth,  never  fail  to  meet 
with  the  most  brotherly  assistance,  provided  they  behave 
with  decorum,  and  a  due  sense  of  their  unhappy  circum¬ 
stances.  Nor  are  we  destitute  of  power  to  chastise  the  li¬ 
centious,  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of  the 
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place,  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the  community  with  riot 
and  disorder.  Justice  is  here  impartially  administered  by 
a  court  of  equity,  consisting  of  a  select  number  of  the  most 
respectable  inhabitants,  who  punish  all  offenders  with  equal 
judgment  and  resolution,  after  they  have  been  fairly  con¬ 
victed  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge.’ 

The  clergyman  having  thus  explained  the  economy  of 
the  place,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  his  own  confinement,  be¬ 
gan  to  discover  signs  of  curiosity  touching  our  hero’s  situa¬ 
tion  ;  and  Fickle,  thinking  he  could  do  no  less  for  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  a  man  who  had  treated  him  in  such  an  hospitable 
manner,  favoured  him  with  a  detail  of  the  circumstances 
which  produced  his  imprisonment ;  at'the  same  time  gratify¬ 
ing  his  resentment  against  the  minister,  which  delighted  in 
recapitulating  the  injuries  he  had  received.  The  parson, 
who  had  been  prepossessed  in  favour  of  our  youth  at  first 
sight,  understanding  what  a  considerable  part  he  had  acted 
on  the  stage  of  life,  felt  his  veneration  increase  ;  and,  pleased 
with  the  opportunity  of  introducing  a  stranger  of  his  conse¬ 
quence  to  the  club,  left  him  to  his  repose,  or  rather  to  rumi¬ 
nate  on  an  event  which  he  had  not  as  yet  seriously  consi¬ 
dered. 

I  might  here,  in  imitation  of  some  celebrated  writers,  fur¬ 
nish  out  a  page  or  two,  with  the  reflections  he  made  upon 
the  instability  of  human  affairs,  the  treachery  of  the  world, 
and  the  temerity  of  youth  ;  and  endeavour  to  decoy  the 
reader  into  a  smile,  by  some  quaint  observation  of  my  own, 
touching  the  sagacious  moralizer:  but,  besides  that  I  look 
upon  this  practice  as  an  impertinent  anticipation  of  the  pe¬ 
ruser’s  thoughts,  I  have  too  much  matter  of  importance 
upon  my  hands,  to  give  the  reader  the  least  reason  to  believe 
that  I  am  driven  to  such  paltry  shifts,  in  order  to  eke  out 
the  volume.  Suffice  it  then  to  say,  our  adventurer  passed  a 
very  uneasy  night,  not  only  from  the  thorny  suggestions  of 
his  mind,  but  likewise  from  the  anguish  of  his  body,  which 
suffered  from  the  hardness  of  his  couch,  as  well  as  from  the 
natural  inhabitants  thereof,  that  did  not  tamely  suffer  his  in¬ 
trusion. 
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In  the  morning  he  was  waked  by  Pipes,  who  brought 
upon  his  shoulder  a  portmanteau  filled  with  necessaries,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  direction  of  Cadwallader ;  and  tossing  it  down 
upon  the  floor,  regaled  himself  with  a  quid,  without  the 
least  manifestation  of  concern.  After  some  pause, — 1  you 
see,  Pipes,’  said  his  master,  1  to  what  I  have  brought  my¬ 
self.’  ‘  Ey,  ey,’  answered  the  valet,  ‘  once  the  vessel  is 
ashore,  what  signifies  talking?  We  must  bear  a  hand  to 
tow  her  off,  if  we  can ;  if  she  won’t  budge  for  all  the  an¬ 
chors  and  capstans  aboard,  after  we  have  lightened  her,  by 
cutting  away  her  masts,  and  heaving  her  guns  and  cargo 
overboard,  why  then,  mayhap  a  brisk  gale  of  wind,  a  tide, 
or  current  setting  from  shore,  may  float  her  again,  in  the 
blast  of  a  whistle.  Here  is  two  hundred  and  ten  guineas  by 
the  tale,  in  this  here  canvas  bag ;  and  upon  this  scrap  of 
paper — no,  avast — that’s  my  discharge  from  the  parish  for 
Moll  Trundle — ey,  here  it  is,  an  order  for  thirty  pounds  upon 
the  what— d’ye-call- ’em  in  the  city ;  and  two  tickets  for 
twenty-five  and  eighteen,  which  1  lent,  d’ye  see,  to  Sam 
Studding  to  buy  a  cargo  of  rum,  when  he  hoisted  the  sign 
of  the  Commodore  at  Sc.  Catherines.’  So  saying,  he  spread 
his  whole  stock  upon  the  table,  for  the  acceptance  of  Pere¬ 
grine  ;  who,  being  very  much  affected  with  this  fresh  in¬ 
stance  of  his  attachment,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  seeing 
he  had  been  such  a  good  economist,  and  paid  his  wages  up 
to  that  very  day.  He  thanked  him  for  his  faithful  services, 
and,  observing  that  he  himself  was  no  longer  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  a  domestic,  advised  him  to  retire  to  the  garrison, 
where  he  would  be  kindly  received  by  his  friend  Hatchway, 
to  whom  he  would  recommend  him  in  the  strongest  terms. 

Pipes  looked  blank  at  this  unexpected  intimation,  to  which 
he  replied,  that  he  wanted  neither  pay  nor  provision,  but 
only  to  be  employed  as  a  tender  ;  and  that  he  would  not 
steer  his  course  for  the  garrison,  unless  his  master  would  first 
take  his  lumber  aboard.  Pickle,  however,  peremptorily  re¬ 
fused  to  touch  a  farthing  of  the  money,  which  he  com¬ 
manded  him  to  put  up  ;  and  Pipes  was  so  mortified  at  his 
refusal,  that,  twisting  the  notes  together,  he  threw  them  into 
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tie  fire  without  hesitation,  crying,  4  damn  the  money!’  The 
canvas  bag,  with  its  contents,  would  have  shared  the  same 
fate,  had  not  Peregrine  started  up,  and  snatching  the  paper 
from  the  flames,  ordered  his  valet  to  forbear,  on  pain  of  being 
banished  for  ever  from  his  sight.  He  told  him,  that,  for  the 
present,  there  was  a  necessity  for  his  being  dismissed,  and 
he  discharged  him  accordingly ;  but  if  he  would  go  and  live 
quietly  with  the  lieutenant,  he  promised,  on  the  first  favour¬ 
able  turn  of  his  fortune,  to  take  him  again  into  his  service. 
In  the  meantime  he  gave  him  to  understand,  that  he  neither 
wanted,  nor  would  make  any  use  of  his  money,  which  he 
insisted  upon  his  pocketing  immediately,  on  pain  of  forfeit¬ 
ing  all  title  to  his  favour. 

Pipes  was  very  much  chagrined  at  these  injunctions,  to 
which  he  made  no  reply  ;  but  sweeping  the  money  into  his 
bag,  stalked  off  in  silence,  w  ith  a  look  of  grief  and  mortifi¬ 
cation,  which  his  countenance  had  never  exhibited  before. 
Nor  was  the  proud  heart  of  Pickle  unmoved  upon  the  oc¬ 
casion  ;  he  could  scarce  suppress  his  sorrow  in  the  presence 
of  Pipes,  and,  soon  as  he  was  gone,  it  vented  itself  in  tears. 

Having  no  great  pleasure  in  conversing  with  his  own 
thoughts,  he  dressed  himself  with  all  convenient  dispatch, 
being  attended  by  one  of  the  occasional  valets  of  the  place, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  rich  mercer  in  the  city ;  and  this 
operation  being  performed,  he  went  to  breakfast  at  the  coffee¬ 
house,  where  he  happened  to  meet  with  his  friend  the  clergy¬ 
man,  and  several  persons  of  genteel  appearance,  to  whom 
the  doctor  introduced  him  as  a  new  messmate.  By  these 
gentlemen  he  was  conducted  to  a  place,  where  they  spent 
the  forenoon  in  playing  at  fives,  an  exercise  in  which  our 
hero  took  singular  delight ;  and  about  one  o’clock  a  court 
was  held,  for  the  trial  of  two  delinquents,  who  had  trans¬ 
gressed  the  laws  of  honesty  and  good  order. 

The  first  who  appeared  at  the  bar  was  an  attorney,  accus¬ 
ed  of  having  picked  a  gentleman’s  pocket  of  his  handker¬ 
chief  :  and  the  fact  being  proved,  by  incontcstible  evidence, 
he  received  sentence.  In  consequence  of  which,  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  carried  to  the  public  pump,  and  subjected  to  a 
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severe  cascade  of  cold  water.  This  cause  being  discussed, 
they  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  the  other  offender,  who  was  a 
lieutenant  of  a  man  of  war,  indicted  for  a  riot,  which  he  had 
committed  in  company  with  a  female,  not  yet  taken,  against 
the  laws  of  the  place,  and  the  peace  of  his  fellow-prisoners. 
The  culprit  had  been  very  obstreperous,  and  absolutely  re¬ 
fused  to  obey  the  summons,  with  many  expressions  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  defiance  against  the  authority  of  the  court ;  upon 
which  the  constables  were  ordered  to  bring  him  to  the  bar, 
n  el  armis :  and  he  was  accordingly  brought  before  the  judge, 
after  having  made  a  most  desperate  resistance  with  a  hanger, 
by  which  one  of  the  officers  was  dangerously  wounded.  This 
outrage  was  such  an  aggravation  of  his  crime,  that  the  court 
would  not  venture  to  decide  upon  it,  but  remitted  him  to  the 
sentence  of  the  warden ;  who,  by  virtue  of  his  dictatorial  pow¬ 
er,  ordered  the  rioter  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  confined 
in  the  strong  room,  which  is  a  dismal  dungeon,  situated  upon 
the  side  of  a  ditch,  infested  with  toads  and  vermin,  sur¬ 
charged  with  noisome  damps,  and  impervious  to  the  least 
ray  of  light. 

Justice  being  done  upon  these  criminals,  our  adventurer 
and  his  company  adjourned  to  the  ordinary,  which  was 
kept  at  the  coffeehouse  ;  and  he  found,  upon  inquiry,  that 
his  messmates  consisted  of  one  officer,  two  underwriters, 
three  projectors,  an  alchymist,  an  attorney,  a  parson,  a  brace 
of  poets,  a  baronet,  and  a  knight  of  the  bath.  The  dinner, 
though  not  sumptuous,  nor  very  elegantly  served  up,  was 
nevertheless  substantial,  and  pretty  well  dressed  :  the  wine 
was  tolerable,  and  all  the  guests  as  cheerful  as  if  they  had 
been  utter  strangers  to  calamity  :  so  that  our  adventurer 
began  to  relish  the  company,  and  mix  in  the  conversation, 
with  that  sprightliness  and  ease  which  were  peculiar  to  hi* 
disposition.  The  repast  being  ended,  the  reckoning'  paid, 
and  part  of  the  gentlemen  withdrawn  to  cards,  or  other 
avocations,  those  who  remained,  among  whom  Peregrine 
made  one,  agreed  to  spend  the  afternoon  in  conversation  over 
a  bowl  of  punch ;  and  the  liquor  being  produced,  they 
passed  the  time  very  socially  in  various  topics  of  discourse, 
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including  many  curious  anecdotes  relating  to  their  own  affairs* 
No  man  scrupled  to  own  the  nature  of  the  debt  for  which  he 
was  confined,  unless  it  happened  to  be  some  piddling  affair; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  boasted  of  the  importance  of  the  sum, 
as  a  circumstance  that  implied  his  having  been  a  person  of 
consequence  in  life  ;  and  he  who  made  the  most  remarkable 
escapes  from  bailiffs,  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  of  superior 
genius  and  address. 

Among  other  extraordinary  adventures  of  this  kind,  none 
was  more  romantic  than  the  last  elopement  achieved  by  the 
officer  ;  who  told  them  he  had  been  arrested  for  a  debt  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  at  a  time  when  he  could  not  command 
as  many  pence,  and  conveyed  to  the  bailiff’s  house,  in  which 
he  continued  a  whole  fortnight,  moving  his  lodgings  higher 
and  higher,  from  time  to  time,  in  proportion  to  the  decay 
of  his  credit ;  until,  from  the  parlour,  he  had  made  a  regu¬ 
lar  ascent  to  the  garret.  There,  while  he  ruminated  on  his 
next  step,  which  w'ould  have  been  to  the  Marshalsea,  and 
saw  the  night  come  on,  attended  with  hunger  and  cold,  the 
wind  began  to  blowr,  and  the  tiles  of  the  house  rattled  with 
the  storm :  his  imagination  was  immediately  struck  with 
the  idea  of  escaping  unperceived,  amidst  the  darkness  and 
noise  of  the  tempest,  by  creeping  out  of  the  window  of  his 
apartment,  and  making  his  way  over  the  tops  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  houses.  Glowing  with  this  prospect,  he  examined  the 
passage,  which,  to  his  infinite  mortification,  he  found  grated 
with  iron  bars  on  the  outside  ;  but  even  this  difficulty  did 
not  divert  him  from  his  purpose.  Conscious  of  his  own 
strength,  he  believed  himself  able  to  make  an  hole  through 
the  roof,  which  seemed  to  be  slender  and  crazy;  and  on  this 
supposition,  he  barricadoed  the  door  with  the  whole  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  room ;  then  setting  himself  to  work  with  a  poker, 
he  in  a  few  minutes  effected  a  passage  for  his  hand,  with 
which  he  gradually  stripped  off  the  boards  and  tiling,  so  as 
to  open  a  sally-port  for  his  whole  body,  through  which  he 
fairly  set  himself  free,  groping  his  way  towards  the  next 
tenement.  Here,  however,  he  met  with  an  unlucky  accident. 
His  hat  being  blown  off  his  head,  chanced  to  fall  into  the 
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court  just  as  one  of  the  bailiff’s  followers  was  knocking  at  the 
door  ;  and  this  myrmidon  recognizing  it,  immediately  gave 
the  alarm  to  his  chief,  who,  running  np  stairs  to  the  garret, 
forced  open  the  door  in  a  twinkling,  notwithstanding  the 
precautions  which  the  prisoner  had  taken,  and,  w  ith  his  at¬ 
tendant,  pursued  the  fugitive  through  his  own  track.  ‘  After 
this  chase  had  continued  some  time,’  said  the  officer,  (  to 
the  imminent  danger  of  all  three,  I  found  my  progress  sud¬ 
denly  stopt  by  a  sky-light,  through  which  I  perceived  seven 
tailors  sitting  at  work  upon  a  board.  Without  the  least 
hesitation,  or  previous  notice,  I  plunged  among  them  with 
my  backside  foremost.  Before  they  could  recollect  them¬ 
selves  from  the  consternation  occasioned  by  such  a  strange 
visit,  I  told  them  my  situation,  and  gave  them  to  understand 
that  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  One  of  the  number  taking 
the  hint,  led  me  instantly  down  stairs,  and  dismissed  me  at 
the  street  door ;  while  the  bailiff  and  his  follower,  arriving 
at  the  breach,  were  deterred  from  entering  by  the  brethren 
of  my  deliverer,  who,  presenting  their  shears,  like  a  range  of 
chevaitx  defrize ,  commanded  them  to  retire,  on  pain  of  im¬ 
mediate  death  :  and  the  catchpole,  rather  than  risk  his  car¬ 
cass,  consented  to  discharge  the  debt,  comforting  himself 
with  the  hope  of  making  me  prisoner  again.  There,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  disappointed  :  I  kept  snug,  and  laughed  at  his 
escape-warrant,  until  I  was  ordered  abroad  with  the  regi¬ 
ment,  when  I  conveyed  myself  in  a  hearse  to  Gravesend, 
where  I  embarked  for  Flanders ;  but,  being  obliged  to  come 
over  again  on  the  recruiting  service,  I  was  nabbed  on  another 
score :  and  all  the  satisfaction  my  first  captor  has  been  able 
to  obtain,  is  a  writ  of  detainer,  which,  I  believe,  will  fix 
me  in  this  place,  until  the  parliament,  in  its  great  goodness, 
shall  think  proper  to  discharge  my  debts  by  a  new  act  of 
insol  vcncy.’ 

Every  body  owned,  that  the  captain’s  success  was  equal 
to  the  hardiness  of  his  enterprise,  which  was  altogether  in 
the  style  of  a  soldier  ;  but  one  of  the  merchants  observed, 
that  he  must  have  been  a  bailiff  of  small  experience,  who 
would  trust  a  prisoner  of  that  consequence  in  such  an  un- 
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guarded  place.  c  If  the  Captain,’  said  he,  c  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  such  a  cunning  rascal  as  the  fellow  that  arrested 
me,  he  would  not  have  found  it  such  an  easy  matter  to 
escape  ;  for  the  manner  in  which  I  was  caught  is  perhaps 
the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  practised  in  these  realms. 
You  must  know,  gentlemen,  I  suffered  such  losses  by  insur¬ 
ing  vessels  during  the  war,  that  I  was  obliged  to  stop  pay¬ 
ment,  though  my  expectations  were  such  as  encouraged 
me  to  manage  one  branch  of  business,  w  ithout  coming  to  any 
immediate  composition  with  my  creditors.  In  short,  I  received 
consignments  from  abroad  as  usual;  and,  that  I  might  not 
be  subject  to  the  visits  of  those  catchpoles,  I  never  stirred 
abroad,  but,  turning  my  first  floor  into  a  warehouse,  order¬ 
ed  all  my  goods  to  be  hoisted  up  by  a  crane  fixed  to  the  up¬ 
per  story  of  my  house.  Divers  were  the  stratagems  practis¬ 
ed  by  those  ingenious  ferrets,  with  a  view  of  decoying  me 
from  the  walls  of  my  fortification.  I  received  innumerable 
messages  from  people,  who  wanted  to  see  me  at  certain  ta¬ 
verns,  upon  particular  business ;  I  was  summoned  into  the 
country,  to  see  my  own  mother,  who  was  said  to  be  at  the 
point  of  death.  A  gentlewoman,  one  night,  was  taken  in 
labour  on  my  threshold  :  at  another  time  I  was  disturbed  with 
the  cry  of  murder  on  the  street ;  and  once  I  was  alarmed  by 
a  false  fire.  But,  being  still  upon  my  guard,  I  baffled  all 
their  attempts,  and  thought  myself  quite  secure  from  their 
invention,  when  one  of  those  blood-hounds,  inspired,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  by  the  devil  himself,  contrived  a  snare  by  which  I 
was  at  last  entrapped.  He  made  it  his  business  to  inquire 
into  the  particulars  of  my  traffic  ;  and  understanding  that, 
among  other  things,  there  were  several  chests  of  Florence 
entered  at  the  custom-house  on  my  behalf,  he  ordered  him¬ 
self  to  be  inclosed  in  a  box  of  the  same  dimensions,  with  air¬ 
holes  in  the  bottom  for  the  benefit  of  breathing,  and  N°.  hi. 
marked  upon  the  cover ;  and  being  conveyed  to  my  door  in 
a  cart,  among  other  goods,  was,  in  his  turn,  hoisted  up  to 
my  warehouse,  where  1  stood  with  a  hammer,  in  order  to 
open  the  chests,  that  I  might  compare  the  contents  with  the 
invoice.  You  may  guess  my  surprise  ami  consternation, 

3 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


287 


when,  upon  uncovering  the  box,  I  saw  a  bailiff  rearing  up 
his  head,  like  Lazarus  from  the  grave,  and  heard  him  de¬ 
clare  that  he  had  a  writ  against  me  for  a  thousand  pounds. 
Indeed,  I  aimed  the  hammer  at  his  head,  but  in  the  hurry 
of  my  confusion,  missed  my  mark ;  before  I  could  repeat 
the  blow,  he  started  up  with  great  agility,  and  executed  his 
office  in  sight  of  several  evidences  whom  he  had  assembled 
in  the  street  for  that  purpose ;  so  that  I  could  not  possibly 
desentangle  myself  from  the  toil  without  incurring  an  escape- 
warrant,  from  which  I  had  no  protection.  But,  had  I  known 
the  contents  of  the  chest,  by  all  that’s  good  !  I  would  have 
ordered  my  porter  to  raise  it  up,  as  high  as  the  crane  would 
permit,  and  then  have  cut  the  rope  by  accident.’ 

c  That  expedient,’  said  the  knight  with  the  red  ribbon, 
would  have  discouraged  him  from  such  hazardous  attempts- 
for  the  future,  and  would  have  been  an  example  in  torrerm 
of  all  his  brethren.  The  story  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  deliverance 
achieved  by  Tom  Hackabout,  a  very  stout  honest  fellow,  an 
old  acquaintance  of  mine,  who  had  been  so  famous  for  maim¬ 
ing  bailiffs,  that  another  gentleman  having  been  ill  used  at 
a  spunging  house,  no  sooner  obtained  his  liberty,  than,  with 
a  view  of  being  revenged  upon  the  landlord,  he  for  five  shil¬ 
lings,  bought  one  of  Tom’s  notes,  which  sold  at  a  very  large 
discount,  and  taking  out  a  writ  upon  it,  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  bailiff,  who  had  used  him  ill.  The  catchpole,  after  a 
diligent  search,  had  an  opportunity  of  executing  the  writ 
upon  the  defendant,  who,  without  ceremony,  broke  one  of 
his  arms,  fractured  bis  skull,  and  belaboured  him  in  such  a 
manner,  that  he  lay  without  sense  or  motion  on  the  spot. 
By  such  exploits  this  hero  became  so  formidable,  that  no 
single  bailiff  would  undertake  to  arrest  him  ;  so  that  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  all  public  places  untouched.  At  length,  however, 
several  officers  of  the  Marshalsea  court  entered  into  a  confe¬ 
deracy  against  him ;  and  two  of  the  number,  attended  by 
three  desperate  followers,  ventured  to  arrest  him  one  day  in  the 
Strand,  near  Hungerford  market :  he  found  it  impossible  to 
make  resistance,  because  the  whole  gang  sprung  upon  him  at 
•once,  like  so  many  tigers,  and  pinioned  his  arms  so  fast,  that  he 
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Could  not  wag  a  finger.  Perceiving  himself  fairly  over¬ 
powered,  he  desired  to  be  conducted  forthwith  to  jail,  and 
was  stowed  in  a  boat  accordingly ;  by  the  time  they  had 
reached  the  middle  of  the  river,  he  found  means  to  overset 
the  wherry  by  accident,  and  every  man  disregarding  the 
prisoner,  consulted  his  own  safety.  As  for  Hackabout,  to 
whom  that  element  was  quite  familiar,  he  mounted  astride 
upon  the  keel  of  the  boat,  which  was  uppermost,  and  ex¬ 
horted  the  bailiffs  to  swim  for  their  lives  ;  protesting,  before 
God,  that  they  had  no  other  chance  to  be  saved. 

4  The  watermen  were  immediately  taken  up  by  some  of 
their  own  friends,  who,  far  from  yielding  any  assistance  to 
the  catchpoles,  kept  aloof,  and  exulted  in  their  calamity. 
In  short,  two  of  the  five  went  to  the  bottom,  and  never  saw 
ihc  light  of  God’s  sun,  and  the  other  three,  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  saved  themselves  by  laying  hold  on  the  rudder  of  a 
dung-barge,  to  which  they  were  carried  by  the  stream,  while 
Tom,  with  great  deliberation,  swam  across  to  the  Surrey 
shore.  After  this  achievement,  he  was  so  much  dreaded  by 
the  whole  fraternity,  that  they  shivered  at  the  very  mention 
of  his  name;  and  this  character,  which  some  people  would 
think  an  advantage  to  a  man  in  debt,  was  the  greatest  mis¬ 
fortune  that  could  possibly  happen  to  him ;  because  no  trades¬ 
man  would  give  him  credit  for  the  least  trifle,  on  the  sup¬ 
position  that  he  could  not  indemnify  himself  in  the  common 
course  of  law.’ 

The  parson  did  not  approve  of  Mr.  Hackabout’s  method 
of  escaping,  which  he  considered  as  a  very  unchristian  at¬ 
tempt  upon  the  lives  of  his  fellow-subjects: — 4  It  is  enough,’ 
said  he,  4  that  we  elude  the  laws  of  our  country,  without 
murdering  the  officers  of  justice :  for  my  own  part,  I  can  lay 
ray  hand  upon  my  heart,  and  safely  say,  that  I  forgive  from 
my  soul  the  fellow'  by  whom  I  was  made  a  prisoner,  although 
the  circumstances  of  his  behaviour  were  treacherous,  wicked, 
and  profane.  You  must  know,  Mr.  Pickle,  I  was  one  day 
called  into  my  chapel,  in  order  to  join  a  couple  in  the  holy 
bands  of  matrimony  ;  and  my  affairs  being  at  that  time  so 
situated,  as  to  lay  me  under  the  apprehensions  of  an  arrest, 
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l  cautiously  surveyed  the  man  through  a  lattice  which  was 
made  for  that  purpose,  before  I  would  venture  to  come 
within  his  reach.  He  was  clothed  in  a  seaman’s  jacket  and 
trowsers,  and  had  such  an  air  of  simplicity  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  as  divested  me  of  all  suspicion  :  I  therefore,  without 
further  scruple,  trusted  myself  in  his  presence,  began  to  ex¬ 
ercise  the  duty  of  my  function,  and  had  actually  performed 
one  half  of  the  ceremony,  when  the  supposed  woman,  pull¬ 
ing  out  a  paper  from  her  bosom,  exclaimed,  with  a  mascu¬ 
line  voice, — ‘  sir,  you  are  my  prisoner ;  I  have  got  a  writ 
against  you  for  five  hundred  pounds.’  I  was  thunderstruck 
at  this  declaration,  not  so  much  on  account  of  my  own  mis¬ 
fortune,  which  (thank  heaven)  I  can  bear  with  patience  and 
resignation,  as  at  the  impiety  of  the  wretch,  first  in  disguis¬ 
ing  such  a  worldly  aim  under  the  cloak  of  religion  ;  and, 
secondly,  in  prostituting  the  service,  when  there  was  no  oc¬ 
casion  for  so  doing,  his  design  having  previously  taken  ef¬ 
fect.  Yet  I  forgive  him,  poor  soul !  because  he  knew  not 
what  he  did  ;  and  I  hope  you,  Sir  Sipple,  will  exert  the 
same  Christian  virtue  towards  the  man  by  whom  you  was 
likewise  overreached.’ 

‘  Oh  !  damn  the  rascal,’  cried  the  knight,  4  were  I  his 
judge,  he  should  be  condemned  to  flames  everlasting.  A 
villain!  to  disgrace  me  in  such  a  manner,  before  almost  all 
the  fashionable  company  in  town.’  Our  hero  expressing  a 
curiosity  to  know  the  particulars  of  this  adventure,  the 
knight  gratified  his  desire,  by  telling  him,  that  one  evening, 
while  he  was  engaged  in  a  party  of  cards,  at  a  drum  in  the 
house  of  a  certain  lady  of  quality,  he  was  given  to  under¬ 
stand  by  one  of  the  servants,  that  a  stranger,  very  richly 
dressed,  was  just  arrived  in  a  chair,  preceded  by  five  foot¬ 
men  with  flambeaux,  and  that  he  refused  to  come  up  stairs, 
until  he  should  be  introduced  by  Sir  Sipple.  4  Upon  this 
notice,’  continued  the  knight,  4  I  judged  it  was  some  of  my 
quality  friends  ;  and  having  obtained  her  ladyship’s  per¬ 
mission  to  bring  him  up,  went  down  to  the  hall,  and 
perceived  a  person,  whom,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
had  never  seen  before.  However,  his  appearance  was  so 
Vol.  JII.  T 
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magnificent,  that  I  could  not  harbour  the  least  suspicion  of 
his  true  quality;  and,  seeing  me  advance,  he  saluted  me 
with  a  very  genteel  bow,  observing,  that  though  he  had  not 
the  honour  of  my  acquaintance,  he  could  not  dispense  with 
waiting  upon  me,  even  on  that  occasion,  in  consequence  of 
a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  a  particular  friend.  So 
saying,  he  put  a  paper  into  my  hand,  intimating,  that  he  had 
got  a  writ  against  me  for  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  that  it 
would  be  my  interest  to  submit  without  resistance,  for  he 
was  provided  with  a  guard  of  twenty  men,  who  surrounded 
the  door  in  different  disguises,  determined  to  secure  me 
against  all  opposition.  Enraged  at  the  scoundrel’s  finesse, 
and  trusting  to  the  assistance  of  the  real  footmen  assembled 
in  the  hall, — cso,  you  are  a  rascally  bailiff,’  said  I,  (  who 
have  assumed  the  garb  of  a  gentleman,  in  order  to  disturb 
her  ladyship’s  company.  Take  this  fellow,  my  lads,  and 
roll  him  in  the  kennel :  here  are  ten  guineas  for  your  trouble.’ 
These  words  were  no  sooner  pronounced,  than  I  was  seized, 
lifted  up,  placed  in  a  chair,  and  carried  off'  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye ;  not  but  that  the  servants  of  the  house,  and  some 
other  tootmen,  made  a  motion  towards  my  rescue,  and 
alarmed  all  the  company  above :  but  the  bailiff'  affirming, 
with  undaunted  effrontery,  that  I  was  taken  up  upon  an  af¬ 
fair  of  state,  and  so  many  people  appearing  in  his  behalf, 
the  countess  would  not  suffer  the  supposed  messenger  to  be 
insulted  ;  and  he  carried  me  to  the  county  jail,  without  fur¬ 
ther  let  or  molestation. 


CHAPTER  XCVI1I. 

Pickle  seems  tolerably  well  reconciled  to  his  cage :  and  is  by  the 
clergyman  entertained  with  the  memoirs  of  a  noted  personage , 
whom  he  sees  by  accident  in  the  Fleet. 

Fhe  knight  had  scarce  finished  his  narrative,  when  our 
hero  was  told,  that  a  gentleman  in  the  coffeeroom  wanted  to 
see  him  ;  and  when  he  went  thither  he  found  his  friend 
Crabtree,  who  had  transacted  all  his  affairs,  according  to 
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the  determination  of  the  preceding  day ;  and  now  gave  him 
an  account  of  the  remarks  he  had  overheard,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  his  misfortune; — for  the  manner  of  arrest  was  so 
public  and  extraordinary,  that  those  who  were  present  im¬ 
mediately  propagated  it  among  their  acquaintance,  and  it 
was  that  same  evening  discoursed  upon  at  several  tea  and 
card  tables,  with  this  variation  from  the  truth,  that  the 
debt  amounted  to  twelve  thousand  instead  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds :  from  which  circumstance  it  was  conjectured,  that 
Peregrine  was  a  bite  from  the  beginning,  who  had  found 
credit  on  account  of  his  effrontery  and  appearance,  and  im¬ 
posed  himself  upon  the  town  as  a  young  gentleman  of  for¬ 
tune.  They  rejoiced,  therefore,  at  his  calamity,  which  they 
considered  as  a  just  punishment  for  his  fraud  and  presump¬ 
tion,  and  began  to  review  certain  particulars  of  his  conduct, 
that  plainly  demonstrated  him  to  be  a  rank  adventurer,  long 
before  he  had  arrived  at  this  end  of  his  career. 

Pickle,  who  now  believed  his  glory  was  set  for  ever,  re¬ 
ceived  this  intelligence  with  that  disdain  which  enables  a 
man  to  detach  himself  effectually  from  the  world,  and,  with 
great  tranquillity  gave  the  misanthrope  an  entertaining  de¬ 
tail  of  what  he  had  seen  and  heard  since  their  last  parting. 
While  they  amused  themselves  in  this  manner  over  a  dish  of 
coffee,  they  were  joined  by  the  parson,  who  congratulated  our 
hero  upon  his  bearing  this  mischance  with  such  philosophic 
quiet,  and  began  to  regale  the  two  friends  with  some  curious 
circumstances  relating  to  the  private  history  of  the  several 
prisoners  as  they  happened  to  come  in. 

At  length  a  gentleman  entered  ;  at  sight  of  whom  the 
clergyman  rose  up,  and  saluted  him  with  a  most  reverential 
bow,  which  was  graciously  returned  by  the  stranger,  who, 
with  a  young  man  that  attended  him,  retired  to  the  other  end 
of  the  room.  They  were  no  sooner  out  of  hearing,  than 
the  communicative  priest  desired  his  company  to  take  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  this  person  to  whom  he  had  paid  his  re¬ 
spects  :  1  that  man,’  said  he,  ‘  is  this  day  one  of  the  most 
flagrant  instances  of  neglected  virtue  which  the  world  can 
produce.  Over  and  above  a  cool  discerning  head,  fraught 

T  2 


292 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


w  ith  uncommon  learning  and  experience,  lie  is  possessed  of 
such  fortitude  and  resolution,  as  no  difficulties  can  discour¬ 
age,  and  no  danger  impair  ;  and  so  indefatigable  in  his  hu¬ 
manity,  that  even  now,  while  he  is  surrounded  with  such 
embarrassments  as  would  distract  the  brain  of  an  ordinary 
mortal,  he  has  added  considerably  to  his  encumbrances,  by 
taking  under  his  protection  that  young  gentleman,  who,  in¬ 
duced  by  his  character,  appealed  to  his  benevolence  for  re¬ 
dress  of  the  grievances  under  which  he  labours  from  the  vil- 
lany  of  his  guardian.’ 

Peregrine’s  curiosity  being  excited  by  this  encomium,  he 
asked  the  name  of  this  generous  patron,  of  which  when  he 
w  as  informed, — ‘  1  am  no  stranger,’  said  he,  £  to  the  fame  of 
that  gentleman,  who  has  made  a  considerable  noise  in  the 
world,  on  account  of  that  great  cause  he  undertook  in  de¬ 
fence  of  an  unhappy  orphan  ;  and,  since  he  is  a  person  of 
such  an  amiable  disposition,  I  am  heartily  sorry  to  find  that 
his  endeavours  have  not  met  with  that  successful  issue  which 
their  good  fortune  in  the  beginning  seemed  to  promise.  In¬ 
deed  the  circumstance  of  his  espousing  that  cause  was  so  un¬ 
common  and  romantic,  and  the  depravity  of  the  human 
heart  so  universal,  that  some  people,  unacquainted  with  his 
real  character,  imagined  his  views  were  altogether  selfish  ; 
and  some  were  not  wanting,  who  affirmed  he  was  a  mere  ad¬ 
venturer.  Nevertheless,  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  own, 
I  have  heard  some  of  the  most  virulent  of  those  who  were 
concerned  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  bear  testimony 
in  his  favour,  observing,  that  he  was  deceived  into  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  whole,  by  the  plausible  story  which  at  first  en¬ 
gaged  his  compassion.  Your  description  of  his  character 
confirms  me  in  the  same  opinion,  though  I  am  quite  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  affair;  the  particulars  of  which  I  should  be  glad 
to  learn,  as  well  as  a  genuine  account  of  his  own  life,  many 
circumstances  of  which  are,  by  his  enemies,  I  believe,  egre- 
giously  misrepresented.’ 

i  Sir,’  answered  the  priest,  i  that  is  a  piece  of  satisfaction 
which  I  am  glad  to  find  myself  capable  of  giving  you  :  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  M - - 
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From  his  youth,  and  every  thing  which  I  shall  relate  con¬ 
cerning  him,  you  may  depend  upon  as  a  fact  which  hath 
fallen  under  my  own  cognizance,  or  been  vouched  upon  the 
credit  of  undoubted  evidence. 

Mr.  M - ’s  father  was  a  minister  of  the  established 

church  of  Scotland,  descended  from  a  very  ancient  clan,  and 
his  mother  nearly  related  to  a  noble  family  in  the  northern 
part  of  that  kingdom.  While  the  son  was  boarded  at  a 
public  school,  where  he  made  good  progress  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  his  father  died,  and  he  was  left  an  orphan  to  the 
care  of  an  uncle,  who,  finding  him  determined  against  any 
servile  employment,  kept  him  at  school,  that  he  might  pre¬ 
pare  himself  for  the  university,  with  a  view  of  being  quali- 
ed  for  his  father’s  profession. 

Here  his  imagination  was  so  heated  by  the  warlike  achieve¬ 
ments  he  found  recorded  in  the  Latin  authors,  such  as  Cae¬ 
sar,  Curtins,  and  Buchanan,  that  he  was  seized  with  an  ir¬ 
resistible  thirst  of  military  glory,  and  desire  of  trying  his 
fortune  in  the  army.  His  majesty’s  troops  taking  the  field, 
in  consequence  of  the  rebellion  which  happened  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  fifteen,  this  young  adventurer,  think¬ 
ing  no  life  equal  to  that  of  a  soldier,  found  means  to  furnish 
himself  with  a  fusil  and  bayonet,  and,  leaving  the  school, 
repaired  to  the  camp  near  Stirling,  with  a  view  of  signaliz¬ 
ing  himself  in  the  field,  though  he  was  at  that  time  but  just 
turned  of  thirteen.  He  offered  his  service  to  several  officers, 
in  hope  of  being  inlisted  in  their  companies  ;  but  they  would 
not  receive  him,  because  they  rightly  concluded,  that  he 
was  some  school- boy  broke  loose,  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  his  relations.  Notwithstanding  this  discourage- 
ment,  he  continued  in  camp,  curiously  prying  into  every 
part  of  the  service ;  and  such  was  the  resolution  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  him,  even  at  such  a  tender  age,  that,  after  his  small 
finances  were  exhausted,  he  persisted  in  his  design;  and,  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  make  his  wants  known,  actually  sub¬ 
sisted  for  several  days  on  hips,  haws,  and  sloes,  and  other 
spontaneous  fruits  which  he  gathered  in  the  woods  and 
fields.  Meanwhile,  he  never  failed  to  be  present,  when  any 
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regiment  or  corps  of  men  were  drawn  out  to  be  exercised 
and  reviewed,  and  accompanied  them  in  all  their  evolutions, 
which  he  had  learned  to  great  perfection,  by  observing  the 
companies  which  were  quartered  in  the  place  where  he  was 
at  school.  This  eagerness  and  perseverance  attracted  the  no¬ 
tice  of  many  officers,  who,  after  having  commended  his  spi¬ 
rit  and  zeal,  pressed  him  to  return  to  his  parents,  and  even 
threatened  to  expel  him  from  the  camp,  if  he  would  not  com¬ 
ply  with  their  advice. 

These  remonstrants  having  no  other  effect  than  that  of 
warning  him  to  avoid  his  monitors,  they  thought  proper  to 
alter  their  behaviour  towards  him,  took  him  into  their  pro¬ 
tection,  and  even  into  their  mess  ;  and  what,  above  all  other 
marks  of  favour,  pleased  the  young  soldier  most,  permitted 
him  to  incorporate  in  the  battalion,  and  take  his  turn  of  duty 
with  the  other  men.  In  this  happy  situation  he  was  disco¬ 
vered  by  a  relation  of  his  mother,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
army,  and  who  used  all  his  authority  and  influence  in  per¬ 
suading  M - to  return  to  school ;  but  finding  him  deaf  to 

his  admonitions  and  threats,  he  took  him  under  his  own 
care,  and,  when  the  army  marched  to  Dumblane,  left  him 
at  Stirling,  with  express  injunctions  to  keep  himself  within 
the  walls. 

He  temporised  with  his  kinsman,  fearing,  that,  should  he 
seem  refractory,  the  captain  would  have  ordered  him  to  be 
shut  up  in  the  castle.  Inflamed  with  the  desire  of  seeing  a 
battle,  his  relation  no  sooner  marched  off  the  ground,  than 
he  mixed  in  with  another  regiment,  to  which  his  former  pa¬ 
trons  belonged,  and  proceeded  to  the  field,  where  he  distin¬ 
guished  himself,  even  at  that  early  time  of  life,  by  his  gal¬ 
lantry,  in  helping  to  retrieve  a  pair  of  colours  belonging  to 
M - n’s  regiment ;  so  that,  after  the  affair,  he  was  pre¬ 

sented  to  the  duke  of  Argyll,  and  recommended  strongly  to 
Brigadier  Grant,  who  invited  him  into  his  regiment,  and 
promised  to  provide  for  him  with  the  first  opportunity :  but 
that  gentleman  in  a  little  time  lost  his  command  upon  the 
duke's  disgrace,  and  the  regiment  was  ordered  for  Ireland, 
being  given  to  Colonel  Nassau,  w  hose  favour  the  young  vo- 
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lunteer  acquired  to  such  a  degree,  that  lie  was  recommended 
to  the  king  for  an  ensigncy,  which  in  all  probability  he 
would  have  obtained,  had  not  the  regiment  been  unluckily 
reduced. 

In  consequence  of  this  reduction,  which  happened  in  the 
most  severe  season  of  the  year,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  through  infinite  hardships,  to  which  he 
was  exposed  from  the  narrowness  of  his  circumstances:  and 
continuing  still  enamoured  of  a  military  life,  he  entered  into 
the  regiment  of  Scotch  Greys,  at  that  time  commanded  by 
the  late  Sir  James  Campbell,  who  being  acquainted  with 
his  family  and  character,  encouraged  him  with  the  promise 
of  speedy  preferment.  In  this  corps  he  remained  three  years, 
during  which  he  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  actual  service, 
except  at  the  affair  of  Glensheel ;  and  this  life  of  insipid  quiet 
must  have  hung  heavy  upon  a  youth  of  M - ’s  active  dis¬ 

position,  had  not  he  found  exercise  for  the  mind,  in  reading 
books  of  amusement,  history,  voyages,  and  geography,  to¬ 
gether  with  those  that  treated  of  the  art  of  war,  ancient  and 
modern,  for  which  lie  contracted  such  an  eager  appetite,  that 
he  used  to  spend  sixteen  hours  a-day  in  this  employment. 
About  that  time  he  became  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  of 
learning  and  taste,  who  observing  his  indefatigable  applica¬ 
tion,  and  insatiable  thirst  after  knowledge,  took  upon  him¬ 
self  the  charge  of  superintending  his  studies;  and,  by  the 
direction  of  such  an  able  guide,  the  young  soldier  converted 
his  attention  to  a  more  solid  and  profitable  course  of  reading. 
So  inordinate  was  his  desire  of  making  speedy  advances  in 
the  paths  of  learning,  that,  within  the  compass  of  three 
months,  he  diligently  perused  the  writings  of  Locke  and 
Malebranche,  and  made  himself  master  of  the  first  six,  and 
of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  books  of  Euclid’s  Elements.  He 
considered  Puffendorf  and  Grotius  with  uncommon  care, 
acquired  a  tolerable  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  French  lan¬ 
guage,  and  his  imagination  w  as  so  captivated  with  the  desire 
of  learning,  that,  seeing  no  prospect  of  a  war,  or  views  of 
being  provided  tor  in  the  service,  he  quitted  the  army,  and 
went  through  a  regular  course  of  university  education.  Hav- 
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mg  made  sacli  progress  in  his  studies,  he  resolved  to  qualify 
himself  for  the  church,  and  acquired  such  a  stock  of  school 
divinity,  under  the  instructions  of  a  learned  professor  at 
Edinburgh,  that  he  more  than  once  mounted  the  rostrum 
in  the  public  hall,  and  held  forth  with  uncommon  applause! 
but  being  discouraged  from  a  prosecution  of  his  plan,  by  the 
unreasonable  austerity  of  some  of  the  Scotch  clergy,  by  whom 
the  most  indifferent  and  innocent  words  and  actions  were 
often  misconstrued  into  levity  and  misconduct,  he  resolved 
to  embrace  the  first  favourable  opportunity  of  going  abroad, 
being  inflamed  with  the  desire  of  seeing  foreign  countries, 
and  actually  set  out  for  Holland,  where,  for  the  space  of 
two  years,  lie  studied  the  Roman  law,  with  the  law  of  nature 
and  nations,  under  the  famous  professors  Tolieu  and  Bar- 
beyrac. 

Having  thus  finished  his  school  education,  he  set  out  for 
Paris,  with  a  view  to  make  himself  perfect  in  the  French 
language,  and  learn  such  useful  exercises,  as  might  be  ac¬ 
quired  with  the  w  retched  remnant  of  his  slender  estate,  which 
was  by  that  time  reduced  very  low.  In  his  journey  through 
the  Netherlands,  he  went  to  Namur,  and  paid  his  respects 
to  Bishop  Strickland  and  General  Collier,  by  whom  he  w’as 
received  with  great  civility,  in  consequence  of  letters  of  re¬ 
commendation,  with  which  he  was  provided  from  the  Hague, 
and  the  old  general  assured  him  of  his  protection  and  interest 
for  a  pair  of  colours,  if  he  was  disposed  to  enter  into  the 
Dutch  service. 

Though  he  was  by  that  time  pretty  well  cured  of  his  mi¬ 
litary  quixotism,  he  would  not  totally  decline  the  generous 
proffer,  for  which  he  thanked  him  in  the  most  grateful 
terms,  telling  the  general  that  he  would  pay  his  duty  to  him 
on  his  return  from  France,  and  then,  if  he  could  determine 
upon  re-engaging  in  the  army,  should  think  himself  highly 
honoured  in  being  under  his  command. 

After  a  stay  of  two  months  in  Fla  nders,  he  proceeded  to 
Paris,  and,  far  from  taking  up  his  habitation  in  the  suburbs 
of  S'.  Germain,  according  to  the  custom  of  English  travel¬ 
ers,  he  hired  a  private  lodging  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


§97 


and  associated  chiefly  with  F rcncli  officers,  w ho  (their  youthful 
sallies  being  over)  are  allowed  to  be  the  politest  gentlemen  of 
that  kingdom.  In  this  scheme  he  found  his  account  so  much, 
that  he  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  folly  of  his  countrymen, 
who  lose  the  main  scope  of  their  going  abroad,  by  spending 
their  time  and  fortune  idly  with  one  another. 

During  his  residence  iu  Holland,  he  had  made  himself  ac¬ 
quainted  with  tire  best  authors  in  the  French  language,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  share  in  their  conversation  ;  a  circum¬ 
stance  from  which  he  found  great  benefit ;  for  it  not  only  im¬ 
proved  him  in  his  knowledge  of  that  tongue,  but  also  tend¬ 
ed  to  the  enlargement  of  his  acquaintance,  in  the  course  of 
■which  he  contracted  intimacies  in  some  families  of  good 
fashion,  especially  those  of  the  long  robe,  which  would  have 
enabled  him  to  pass  his  time  very  agreeably,  had  he  been  a 
little  easier  in  point  of  fortune :  but  his  finances,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  most  rigid  economy,  being  in  a  few  months  reduced 
to  a  very  low  ebb,  the  prospect  of  indigence  threw  a  damp 
upon  all  his  pleasures,  though  he  never  suffered  himself  to  be 
thereby  in  any  degree  dispirited :  being  in  that  respect  of  so 
happy  a  disposition,  that  conscious  poverty  or  abundance 
made  very  slight  impressions  upon  his  mind. 

This  consumption  of  his  cash,  however,  involved  him  in 
some  perplexity  ;  and  he  deliberated  with  himself,  whether 
he  should  return  to  General  Collier,  or  repair  to  London, 
where  he  might  possibly  fall  into  some  business  not  unbecom¬ 
ing  a  gentleman  ;  though  he  was  very  much  mortified  to 
find  himself  incapable  of  gratifying  an  inordinate  desire 
which  possessed  him  of  making  the  grand  tour,  or,  at  least, 
of  visiting  the  southern  parts  of  France. 

While  he  thus  hesitated  between  different  suggestions,  lie 
was  one  morning  visited  by  a  gentleman  who  had  sought  and 
cultivated  his  friendship,  and  for  whom  he  had  done  a  good 
office,  in  supporting  him  with  spirit  against  a  brutal  Ger¬ 
man,  with  whom  he  had  an  affair  of  honour.  This  gentle¬ 
man  came  to  propose  a  party  for  a  fortnight,  to  Fontainbleau, 
where  the  court  then  was  ;  and  the  proposal  being  declined 
by  M - w'ith  more  than  usual  stiffness,  his  friend  was  very 
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urgent  to  know  the  reason  of  liis  refusal,  and  at  length,  with 
some  confusion,  said,  ‘  perhaps  your  finances  are  low.’ 
M -  replied,  that  he  had  wherewithal  to  defray  the  ex¬ 

pence  of  his  journey  to  London,  where  he  could  be  furnish¬ 
ed  with  a  fresh  supply;  and  this  answer  was  no  sooner  made, 
than  the  other,  taking  him  by  the  hand, — ‘  my  dear  friend, 
,said  he,  c  I  am  not  unacquainted  with  your  affairs,  and 
would  have  offered  you  my  credit  long  ago,  if  I  had  thought 
it  would  be  acceptable ;  even  now,  I  do  not  pretend  to  give 
you  money,  but  desire  and  insist  upon  it,  that  you  will  ac¬ 
cept  ol  the  loan  of  these  two  pieces  of  paper,  to  be  repaid 
when  you  marry  a  woman  with  a  fortune  of  twenty  thous¬ 
and  pounds,  or  obtain  an  employment  of  a  thousand  a-year.’ 
So  saying,  he  presented  him  with  two  actions  of  above  two 
thousand  livers  each. 

M - was  astonished  at  this  unexpected  instance  of  gene¬ 

rosity  in  a  stranger,  and,  with  suitable  acknowledgment, 
peremptorily  refused  to  incur  such  an  obligation;  but  at 
length  he  was,  by  dint  of  importunity  and  warm  expostula¬ 
tion,  prevailed  upon  to  accept  one  of  the  actions,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  gentleman  would  take  his  note  for  the  sum  ; 

and  this  lie  absolutely  rejected,  until  M - -  promised  to 

draw  upon  him  for  double  the  value  or  more,  in  case  he 
should  at  any  time  want  a  further  supply.  This  uncommon 

act  of  friendship  and  generosity,  M - afterwards  had  an 

opportunity  to  repay  tenfold,  though  he  could  not  help  re¬ 
gretting  the  occasion,  on  his  friend’s  account.  That  worthy 
man  having,  by  placing  too  much  confidence  in  a  villanous 
lawyer,  and  a  chain  of  other  misfortunes,  involved  himself 
and  his  amiable  lady  in  a  labyrinth  of  difficulties,  which 
threatened  the  total  ruin  of  his  family  :  M - felt  the  inex¬ 

pressible  satisfaction  of  delivering  his  benefactor  from  the 
snare. 

Being  thus  reinforced  by  the  generosity  of  his  friend, 

M - resolved  to  execute  his  former  plan  of  seeing  the 

south  of  France,  together  with  the  seaports  of  Spain,  as  far 
as  Cadiz,  from  whence  he  proposed  to  take  a  passage  for 
London  by  sea  ;  and,  with  this  view  sent  forward  his  trunks 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


S99 


by  tlie  diligence  to  Lyons,  determined  to  ride  post,  in  order 
to  enjoy  a  better  view  of  the  country,  and  for  the  con veni- 
ency  of  stopping  at  those  places  where  there  was  any  thing 
remarkable  to  be  seen  or  inquired  into.  While  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  taking  leave  of  his  Parisian  friends,  who  furnish¬ 
ed  him  with  abundant  recommendation,  a  gentleman  of  his 
own  country,  who  spoke  little  or  no  French,  hearing  of  his 
intention,  begged  the  favour  of  accompanying  him  in  his 
expedition. 

With  this  new  companion,  therefore,  he  set  out  for  Lyons, 
where  he  was  perfectly  well  received  by  the  intendant  and 
some  of  the  best  families  of  the  place,  in  consequence  of  his 
letters  of  recommendation;  and,  after  a  short  stay  in  that  city, 
proceeded  down  the  Rhone  to  Avignon,  in  what  is  called  the 
codie  deem;  then  visiting  the  principal  towns  of  Dauphine, 
Languedoc,  and  Provence,  he  returned  to  the  delightful 
city  of  Marseilles,  where  he  and  his  fellow-traveller  were  so 
much  captivated  by  the  serenity  of  the  air,  the  good-nature 
and  hospitality  of  the  sprightly  inhabitants,  that  they  never 
<1  reamed  of  changing  their  quarters  during  the  whole  winter 
and  part  of  the  spring  :  here  he  acquired  the  acquaintance 
of  the  marquis  d’Argens,  attorney-general  in  the  parliament 
of  Aix,  and  of  his  eldest  son,  who  now  makes  so  great  a 
figure  in  the  literary  world  :  and  when  the  affair  of  Father 
Girard  and  Mademoiselle  Cadiere  began  to  make  a  noise,  he 
accompanied  these  two  gentlemen  to  Toulon,  where  the  mar¬ 
quis  was  ordered  to  take  a  precognition  of  the  facts. 

On  his  return  to  Marseilles,  he  found  a  certain  noble  lord 
of  great  fortune,  under  the  direction  of  a  Swiss  governor,  who 
had  accommodated  him  w  ith  two  of  his  owu  relations,  of  the 
same  country,  by  way  of  companions, -together  with  five 
servants  in  his  train.  They  being  absolute  strangers  in  the 

place,  M - introduced  them  to  the  intendant,  and  several 

other  good  families  :  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  so  agree¬ 
able  to  his  lordship,  that  he  proposed  and  even  pressed  him 
to  live  with  him  in  England  as  a  friend  and  companion,  and 
to  take  upon  him  the  superintendence  of  his  affairs,  in  which 
case  he  would  settle  upon  him  four  hundred  a-year  for  life. 
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This  proposal  was  too  advantageous  to  be  slighted  bj  a 
person  of  no  fortune,  or  fixed  establishment :  he  therefore 
made  no  difficulty  of  closing  with  it;  but  as  his  lordship’s 
departure  was  fixed  to  a  short  day,  and  he  urged  him  to  ac¬ 
company  him  to  Paris,  and  from  thence  to  England,  M - 

thought  it  Mould  be  improper  and  indecent  to  interfere  with 
the  office  of  his  governor,  who  might  take  umbrage  at  his 
favour,  and  therefore  excused  himself  from  a  compliance 
Avith  his  lordship’s  request,  until  his  minority  should  be  ex¬ 
pired,  as  he  was  within  a  few  months  of  being  of  age.  How¬ 
ever,  he  repeated  his  importunities  so  earnestly,  and  the 
governor  joined  in  the  request  with  such  appearance  of  cor¬ 
diality,  that  he  Avas  prevailed  upon  to  comply  with  their 
joint  desire  ;  and  in  a  few  days  set  out  Avith  them  for  Paris, 
by  the  Avay  of  Lyons.  But,  before  they  had  been  three  days 

in  the  city,  M - perceived  a  total  change  in  the  behaviour 

of  the  Swiss  and  his  two  relations,  who,  in  all  probability, 
became  jealous  of  his  influence  with  his  lordship ;  and  he  no 
sooner  made  this  discovery,  than  he  resolved  to  withdraw 
himself  from  such  a  disagreeable  participation  of  that  young 
nobleman’s  faAour.  He  therefore,  in  spite  of  all  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  entreaties  and  remonstrances,  quitted  him  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  alleging,  as  a  pretext,  that  he  had  a  longing  desire  to 
see  Switzerland  and  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  promising 
to  meet  him  again  in  England. 

This  his  intention  being  made  known  to  the  governor  and 
his  friends,  their  countenances  immediately  cleared  up,  their 
courtsey  and  complaisance  returned,  and  they  even  furnish¬ 
ed  him  Avith  letters  for  Geneva,  Lausanne,  Bern,  and  Sole- 
ures ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  met  with  unusual  civilities 
at  these  places.  Having  made  this  tour  with  his  Scotch 
friend  (who  came  up  to  him  before  be  left  Lyons),  and  visited 
the  most  considerable  towns  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine,  and 
the  courts  of  the  electors  Palatine,  Mentz,  and  Cologn,  he 
arrived  in  Holland  ;  and  from  thence,  through  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  repaired  to  London,  where  he  found  my  lord  just  re¬ 
turned  from  Paris. 

His  lordship  received  him  with  expressions  of  uncommon 
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joy,  would  not  suffer  him  to  stir  from  him  for  several  days, 
and  introduced  him  to  his  relations. 

M -  accompanied  his  lordship  from  London  to  his 

country  seat,  where  he  was  indeed  treated  with  great  friend¬ 
ship  and  confidence,  and  consulted  in  every  thing ;  but  the 
noble  peer  never  once  made  mention  of  the  annuity  which  he 

had  promised  to  settle  upon  him,  nor  did  M - remind 

him  of  it,  because  he  conceived  it  was  his  affair  to  fulfil  his 

engagements  of  his  own  accord.  M - being  tired  of  the 

manner  of  living  at  this  place,  made  an  excursion  to  Bath, 
where  he  staid  about  a  fortnight,  to  partake  of  the  diversions, 
and,  upon  his  return,  found  his  lordship  making  dispositions 
for  another  journey  to  Paris. 

Surprised  at  this  sudden  resolution,  he  endeavoured  to  dis¬ 
suade  him  from  it  ;  but  his  remonst  rances  were  rendered  ineffect¬ 
ual  by  the  insinuation  of  a  foreigner  who  had  come  over  with 
him,  and  filled  his  imagination  with  extravagant  notions  of 
pleasure,  infinitely  superior  to  any  which  he  could  enjoy 
while  he  was  in  the  trammels  aud  under  the  restraints  of  a 

governor.  He  therefore  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  M - ’s 

arguments,  and  entreated  him  to  accompany  him  in  the 
journey  ;  but  this  gentleman,  foreseeing  that  a  young  man, 
like  my  lord,  of  strong  passions,  and  easy  to  be  misled, 
would,  in  all  probability,  squander  away  great  sums  of  money, 
in  a  way  that  would  neither  do  credit  to  himself,  nor  to  those 
who  were  concerned  with  him,  resisted  all  his  solicitations, 
on  pretence  of  having  business  of  consequence  at  London  ; 
and  afterwards  had  reason  to  be  extremely  well  pleased  with 
his  own  conduct  in  this  particular. 

Before  he  set  out  on  this  expedition,  M - ,  in  justice  to 

himself,  reminded  him  of  the  proposal  which  he  had  made 
to  him  at  Marseilles,  desiring  to  know  if  he  had  altered  his 
design  in  that  particular  ;  in  which  case  he  would  turn  his 
thoughts  some  other  way,  as  he  would  not  in  the  least  be 
thought  to  intrude  or  pin  himself  upon  any  man.  My  lord 
protested  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  he  still  continued 
in  his  former  resolution,  and  again  beseeching  him  to  bear 
him  company  into  France,  promised  that  every  thing  should 
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he  settled  to  his  satisfaction  upon  their  return  to  England. 

M - ,  however,  still  persisted  in  his  refusal,  for  the  above- 

mentioned  reasons,  and  though  he  never  heard  more  of  the 
annuity,  he  nevertheless  continued  to  serve  his  lordship  with 
his  advice  and  good  offices  ever  after ;  particularly  in  direct¬ 
ing  his  choice  to  an  alliance  with  a  lady  of  eminent  virtue, 
the  daughter  of  a  noble  lord,  more  conspicuous  for  his  shin¬ 
ing  parts  than  the  splendour  of  his  titles  (a  circumstance 
upon  which  he  always  reflected  with  particular  satisfaction, 
as  well  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the  lady,  as 
because  it  vested  in  her  children  a  considerable  part  of  that 
great  estate,  which,  of  right,  belonged  to  her  grandmother), 
and  afterwards  put  him  in  a  way  to  retrieve  his  estate  from 
a  heavy  load  of  debt  he  had  contracted.  When  my  lord 
set  out  on  his  Paris  expedition,  the  money  M - had  receiv¬ 

ed  from  his  generous  friend  at  Paris  was  almost  reduced  .to 
the  last  guinea.  He  had  not  yet  reaped  the  least  benefit  from 
his  engagements  with  his  lordship  ;  and,  disdaining  to  ask 
for  a  supply  from  him,  he  knew  not  how  to  subsist,  with 
any  degree  of  credit,  till  his  return. 

This  uncomfortable  prospect  was  the  more  disagreeable  to 
him,  as,  at  that  time  of  life,  he  was  much  inclined  to  ap- 
per  in  the  gay  world,  had  contracted  a  taste  for  plays,  operas, 
and  other  public  diversions,  and  acquired  an  acquaintance 
with  many  people  of  good  fashion,  which  could  not  be  main¬ 
tained  without  a  considerable  expence.  In  this  emergency, 
he  thought  he  could  not  employ  his  idle  time  more  profitably 
than  in  translating,  from  foreign  languages,  such  books  as 
were  then  chiefly  in  vogue;  and  upon  application  to  a  friend, 
who  was  a  man  of  letters,  he  was  furnished  with  as  much 
business  of  that  kind  as  he  could  possibly  manage,  and 
wrote  some  pamphlets  on  the  reigning!  controversies  of  that 
time,  that  had  the  good  fortune  to  please.  He  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  in  a  monthly  journal  of  literature,  and  the  work  was 

carried  on  by  the  two  friends  jointly,  though  M - did  not 

at  all  appear  in  the  partnership.  By  these  means  he  not 
only  spent  his  mornings  in  useful  exercise,  but  supplied  him¬ 
self  with  money  for  what  the  French  call  the  menus  plaisirs 
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during  the  whole  summer.  He  frequented  all  the  assemblies 
in  and  about  London,  and  considerably  enlarged  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  among  the  fair  sex. 

He  had,  upon  his  first  arrival  in  England,  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  lady  at  an  assembly  not  far  from  London  ; 
and  though,  at  that  time,  he  had  no  thoughts  of  extending 
his  views  farther  than  the  usual  gallantry  of  the  place,  he 
met  with  such  distinguishing  marks  of  her  regard  in  the  se¬ 
quel,  and  was  so  particularly  encouraged  by  the  advice  of 
another  lady*  with  whom  he  had  been  intimate  in  France, 
and  who  was  now  of  their  parties,  that  he  could  not  help 
entertaining  hopes  of  making  an  impression  upon  the  heart 
of  his  agreeable  partner,  who  was  a  young  lady  of  an  ample 
fortune  and  great  expectations.  He  therefore  cultivated  her 
good  graces  with  all  the  assiduity  and  address  of  which  he 
was  master,  and  succeeded  so  well  in  his  endeavours,  that, 
after  a  due  course  of  attendance,  and  the  death  of  an  aunt, 
by  which  she  received  an  accession  of  fortune  to  the  amount 
of  three-and-twenty  thousand  pounds,  he  ventured  to  declare 
his  passion,  and  she  not  only  heard  him  with  patience  and 
approbation,  but  also  replied  in  terms  adequate  to  his  warmest 
wish. 

Finding  himself  so  favourably  received,  he  pressed  her  to 
secure  his  happiness  by  marriage  ;  but  to  this  proposal  she 
objected  the  recency  of  her  kinswoman’s  death,  which  would 
have  rendered  such  a  step  highly  indecent,  and  the  displea¬ 
sure  of  her  other  relations,  from  whom  she  had  still  greater 
expectations,  and  who,  at  that  time,  importuned  her  to  mar¬ 
ry  a  cousin  of  her  own,  whom  she  could  not  like.  However, 

that  M - might  have  no  cause  to  repine  at  her  delay,  she 

freely  entered  with  him  into  an  intimacy  of  correspondence; 
during  which  nothing  could  have  added  to  their  mutual 
felicity,  which  was  the  more  poignant  and  refined,  from  the 
mysterious  and  romantic  manner  of  their  enjoying  it ;  for 
though  he  publicly  visited  her  as  an  acquaintance,  his  be¬ 
haviour  on  these  occasions  was  always  so  distant,  respectful, 
and  reserved,  that  the  rest  of  the  company  could  not  possi¬ 
bly  suspect  the  nature  of  their  reciprocal  attachment ;  in 
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consequence  of  which  (hey  used  to  have  private  interviews, 
unknown  to  every  soul  upon  earth,  except  her  maid,  who 
was  necessarily  intrusted  with  the  secret-. 

In  this  manner  they  enjoyed  the  conversation  of  each 
other  for  above  twelve  months,  without  the  least  interrup¬ 
tion ;  and  though  the  stability  of  Mr.  M— - ’s  fortune  de¬ 

pended  entirely  upon  their  marriage,  yet,  as  he  perceived 
his  mistress  so  averse  to  it,  he  never  urged  it  with  vehemence, 
nor  was  at  all  anxious  on  that  score,  being  easily  induced  to 
defer  a  ceremony,  which,  as  he  then  thought,  could  in  no 
shape  have  added  to  their  satisfaction,  though  he  hath  since 
altered  his  sentiments. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  his  indulgent  mistress,  in  order  to  set 
his  mind  at  ease  in  that  particular,  and  in  full  confidence 
of  his  honour,  insisted  on  his  accepting  a  deed  of  gift  of  her 
whole  fortune,  in  consideration  of  her  intended  marriage ; 
and,  after  some  difficulty,  be  was  prevailed  upon  to  receive 
this  proof  of  her  esteem,  well  knowing  that  it  would  still  be 
in  his  power  to  return  the  obligation.  Though  she  often 
entreated  him  to  take  upon  himself  the  entire  administration 
of  her  finances,  and  upon  divers  occasions  pressed  him  to 
accept  of  large  sums,  he  never  once  abused  her  generous 
disposition,  or  solicited  her  for  money,  except  for  some  hu¬ 
mane  purpose,  which  she  was  always  more  ready  to  fulfil 
than  he  to  propose. 

In  the  course  of  this  correspondence,  he  became  acquainted 
with  some  of  her  female  relations,  and,  among  the  rest,  with 
a  young  ladjT,  so  eminently  adorned  with  all  the  qualifications 
of  mind  and  person,  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  philosophy 
and  caution,  he  could  not  behold  and  converse  with  her, 
without  being  deeply  smitten  with  her  charms.  He  did  all 
in  his  pow'er  to  discourage  this  dangerous  invasion  in  the 
beginning,  and  to  conceal  the  least  symptom  of  it  from  her 
relation  ;  he  summoned  all  his  reflection  to  his  aid,  and, 
thinking  it  would  be  base  and  dishonest  to  cherish  any  sen¬ 
timent  repugnant  to  the  affection  which  he  owed  to  a 
mistress  who  had  placed  such  unlimited  confidence  in  him, 
he  attempted  to  stifle  the  infant  flame,  by  avoiding  the  ami- 
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able  inspircr  of  it.  But  the  passion  had  taken  too  deep  a 
root  in  his  heart  to  be  so  easily  extirpated — his  absence  from 
the  dear  object  increased  the  impatience  of  his  love — the 
intestine  conflict  between  that  and  gratitude  deprived  him 
of  his  rest  and  appetite — he  was,  in  a  short  time,  emaciated 
by  continual  watching,  anxiety,  and  want  of  nourishment, 
and  so  much  altered  from  his  usual  cheerfulness,  that  his 
mistress  being  surprised  and  alarmed  at  the  change,  which, 
from  the  symptoms,  she  judged  was  owing  to  some  uneasiness 
of  mind,  took  all  imaginable  pains  to  discover  the  cause. 

In  all  probability  it  did  not  escape  her  penetration  ;  for 
she  more  than  once  asked  if  he  was  in  love  with  her  cousin  ? 
protesting,  that  far  from  being  an  obstacle  to  his  happiness, 
she  would,  in  that  case,  be  an  advocate  for  his  passion. 
However,  this  declaration  was  never  made  without  manifest 
signs  of  anxiety  and  uneasiness,  which  made  such  an  impres¬ 
sion  upon  the  heart  of  M - ,  that  he  resolved  to  sacrifice 

his  happiness,  and  even  his  life,  rather  than  take  any  step 
which  might  be  construed  into  an  injury  or  insult  to  a  per¬ 
son  who  had  treated  him  with  such  generosity  and  good¬ 
ness. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  he  formed  another, 
which  was  to  go  abroad,  under  pretence  {of  recovering  his 
health,  but  in  reality  to  avoid  the  temptation,  as  well  as  the 
suspicion  of  being  inconstant ;  and  in  this  design  he  was 
confirmed  by  his  physician,  who  actually  thought  him  in 
the  first  stage  of  a  consumption,  and  therefore  advised  him 
to  repair  to  the  south  of  France.  He  communicated  his  de¬ 
sign,  with  the  doctor’s  opinion,  to  the  lady,  who  agreed  to 
it  with  much  less  difficulty  than  he  found  in  conquering  his 
own  reluctance  at  parting  with  the  dear  object  of  his  love. 
The  consent  of  his  generous  mistress  being  obtained,  he 
waited  upon  her  w  ith  the  instrument  whereby  she  had  made 
the  conveyance  of  her  fortune  to  him ;  and  all  his  remon¬ 
strances  being  insufficient  to  persuade  her  to  take  it  back,  he 
cancelled  it  in  her  presence,  and  placed  it  in  that  state  upon 
her  toilet,  while  she  was  dressing ;  whereupon  she  shed  a 
torrent  of  tears,  saying,  she  now  plainly  perceived  that  he 
Vol  III.  U 
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wanted  to  tear  himself  from  her,  and  that  his  affections  were 
settled  upon  another.  He  Mas  sensibly  affected  by  this 
proof  of  her  concern,  and  endeavoured  to  calm  the  pertur¬ 
bation  of  her  mind,  by  vowing  eternal  fidelity,  and  pressing 
her  to  accept  of  his  hand  in  due  form  before  his  departure. 
By  these  means  her  transports  were  quieted  for  the  present, 
and  the  marriage  deferred  for  the  same  prudential  reasons 
which  had  hitherto  prevented  it. 

Matters  being  thus  compromised,  and  the  day  fixed  for 
his  departure,  she,  together  with  her  faithful  maid,  one 
morning  visited  him  for  the  first  time  at  his  own  lodgings  ; 
and,  after  breakfast,  desiring  to  speak  with  him  in  private, 
he  conducted  her  into  another  room,  where  assuming  an  un¬ 
usual  gaiety  of  aspect, — ‘  my  dear  M- - ,’  said  she,  4  you 

are  now  going  to  leave  me,  and  God  alone  knows  if  ever  we 
shall  meet  again  ;  therefore,  if  you  really  love  me  with  that 
tenderness  which  you  profess,  you  will  accept  of  this  mark 
of  my  friendship  and  unalterable  affection;  it  will  at  least 
be  a  provision  for  your  journey,  and  if  any  accident  should 
befal  me,  before  I  have  the  happiness  of  receiving  you  again 
into  my  arms,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
you  are  not  altogether  without  resource.’  So  saying,  she 
put  an  embroidered  pocket-book  into  his  hand.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  the  high  sense  he  had  of  her  generosity  and  affection 
in  the  most  pathetic  terms,  and  begged  leave  to  suspend  his 
acceptance,  until  he  should  know  the  contents  of  her  pre¬ 
sent,  which  was  so  extraordinary,  that  he  absolutely  refused 
to  receive  it :  he  was,  however,  by  her  repeated  entreaties, 
in  a  manner  compelled  to  receive  about  one  half,  and  she 
afterwards  insisted  upon  his  taking  a  reinforcement  of  a 
considerable  sum  for  the  expence  of  his  journey. 

Having  staid  with  her  ten  days  beyond  the  time  he  had 
fixed  for  his  departure,  and  settled  the  method  of  their  cor¬ 
respondence,  he  took  his  leave,  with  an  heart  full  of  sorrow, 
anxiety,  and  distraction,  produced  from  the  different  sug¬ 
gestions  of  his  duty  and  love.  He  then  set  out  for  France, 
and  after  a  short  stay  at  Paris,  proceeded  to  Aix  in  Pro¬ 
vence,  and  from  thence  to  Marseilles,  at  which  two  places 
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1*e  continued  for  some  months :  but  nothing  lie  met  with 
being  able  to  dissipate  those  melancholy  ideas  which  still 
preyed  upon  his  imagination,  and  affected  his  spirits,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  elude  them  with  a  succession  of  new  objects  ; 
and,  with  that  view,  persuaded  a  counsellor  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Aix,  a  man  of  great  worth,  learning,  and  good  hu¬ 
mour,  to  accompany  him  in  making  a  tour  of  those  parts  of 
France  which  he  had  not  yet  seen.  On  their  return  from 
this  excursion,  they  found  at  Aix  an  Italian  a'obe,  a  person 
of  character,  and  great  knowledge  of  men  and  books,  w  ho, 
having  travelled  all  over  Germany  and  France,  was  so  far 
on  his  return  to  his  own  country. 

AI - having,  by  means  of  his  friend  the  counsellor, 

contracted  an  acquaintance  with  this  gentleman,  and  being 
desirous  of  seeing  some  parts  of  Italy,  particularly  the  car¬ 
nival  at  Venice,  they  set  out  together  from  Marseilles  in  a 
tartan  for  Genoa,  coasting  it  all  the  way,  and  lying  on  shore 
every  night.  Having  shewn  him  what  was  most  remark¬ 
able  in  this  city,  his  friend  the  abbe  was  so  obliging  as  to 
conduct  him  through  Tuscany,  and  the  most  remarkable 

cities  in  Lombardy,  to  Venice,  where  M - insisted  upon 

defraying  the  expence  of  the  whole  tour,  in  consideration  of 
the  Abbe’s  complaisance,  which  had  been  of  infinite  service 
to  him  in  the  course  of  this  expedition.  Having  remained  five 
weeks  at  Venice,  he  was  preparing  to  set  out  for  Rome,  with 
some  English  gentlemen  whom  he  had  met  by  accident, 
when  he  was  all  of  a  sudden  obliged  to  change  his  resolu¬ 
tion  by  some  disagreeable  letters  which  he  received  from 
London.  He  had,  from  his  first  departure,  corresponded 
with  his  generous,  though  inconstant  mistress,  with  a  reli¬ 
gious  exactness  and  punctuality  ;  nor  was  she,  for  some 
time,  less  observant  of  the  agreement  they  had  made.  Ne¬ 
vertheless  she,  by  degrees,  became  so  negligent  and  cold  in 
her  expression,  and  so  slack  in  her  correspondence,  that  he 
could  not  help  observing  and  upbraiding  her  with  such  in¬ 
difference  ,  and  her  endeavours  to  palliate  it  were  supported 
by  pretexts  so  frivolous,  as  to  be  easily  seen  through  by  % 
lover  of  very  little  discernment. 
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While  he  tortured  himself  with  conjectures  about  the 
cause  of  this  unexpected  change,  he  received  such  intelli¬ 
gence  from  England,  as,  when  joined  with  what  he  himself 
had  perceived,  by  her  manner  of  writing,  left  him  little  or 
no  room  to  doubt  of  her  fickleness  and  inconstancy.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  as  he  knew  by  experience,  that  informations  of 
that  kind  are  not  to  be  entirely  relied  upon,  he  resolved  to 
be  more  certainly  apprised;  and,  for  that  end,  departed  im¬ 
mediately  for  London,  by  the  way  of  Tirol,  Bavaria,  Al¬ 
sace,  and  Paris. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  he  learned,  with  infinite  con¬ 
cern,  that  his  intelligence  had  not  been  at  all  exaggerated  ; 
and  his  sorrow  was  inexpressible  to  find  a  person,  endowed 
with  so  many  other  noble  and  amiable  qualities,  seduced  in¬ 
to  an  indescretion,  that  of  necessity  ruined  the  whole  plan 
which  had  been  concerted  between  them  for  their  mutual 
happiness.  She  made  several  attempts,  by  letters  and  inter¬ 
views,  to  palliate  her  conduct,  and  soften  him  into  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  ;  but  his  honour  being  concerned,  he  remained  deaf 
to  all  her  entreaties  and  proposals.  Nevertheless,  I  have 
often  heard  him  say,  that  he  could  not  help  loving  her,  and 
revering  the  memory  of  a  person  to  whose  generosity  and 
goodness  he  owed  his  fortune,  and  one  whose  foibles  were 
overbalanced  by  a  thousand  good  qualities.  He  often  in¬ 
sisted  on  making  restitution ;  but  far  from  complying  with 
that  proposal,  she  afterwards  often  endeavoured  to  lay  him 
under  yet  greater  obligations  of  the  same  kind,  and  impor¬ 
tuned  him  with  the  warmest  solicitations  to  renew  their  former 
correspondence,  which  he  as  often  declined. 

M - took  this  instance  of  the  inconstancy  of  the  sex  so 

much  to  heart,  that  he  had  almost  resolved,  for  the  future, 
to  keep  clear  of  all  engagements  for  life,  and  returned  to 
Paris,  in  order  to  dissipate  his  anxiety,  where  he  hired  an 
apartment  in  one  of  the  academies,  in  the  exercises  whereof 
he  took  singular  delight.  During  his  residence  at  this  place, 
he  hail  the  good  fort,  ne  to  ingratiate  himself  with  a  great 
general,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  illus¬ 
trious  families  in  France ;  having  attracted  his  notice  by  some 
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remarks  he  had  written  on  Folard’s  Polybius,  which  were 
accidentally  shewn  to  that  great  man  by  one  of  his  aids  de 

camp,  who  was  a  particular  friend  of  M - .  The  favour 

he  had  thus  acquired,  was  strengthened  by  his  assiduities 
and  attention.  Upon  his  return  to  London,  he  sent  some  of 
Handel’s  newest  compositions  to  the  prince,  who  was  parti¬ 
cularly  fond  of  that  gentleman’s  productions,  together  with 
Clark’s  edition  of  Caesar ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  the  same 
year,  before  the  French  army  took  the  field,  he  was  honour¬ 
ed  with  a  most  obliging  letter  from  the  prince,  inviting  him 
to  come  over,  if  he  wanted  to  see  the  operations  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  and  desiring  he  would  give  himself  no  trouble  about 
his  equipage. 

M - having  still  some  remains  of  a  military  disposition, 

and  conceiving  this  to  be  a  more  favourable  opportunity 
than  any  he  should  ever  meet  with  again,  readily  embraced 
the  offer,  and  sacrificed  the  soft  delights  of  love,  which  at 
that  time  he  enjoyed  without  controul,  to  an  eager,  laborious, 
and  dangerous  curiosity.  In  that  and  the  following  cam¬ 
paign,  during  which  he  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Philips- 
burg,  and  several  other  actions,  he  enlarged  his  acquaint¬ 
ance  among  the  French  officers,  especially  those  of  the  graver 
sort,  who  had  a  taste  for  books  and  literature ;  and  the 
friendship  and  interest  of  those  gentlemen  were  afterwards  of 
singular  service  to  him,  though  in  an  affair  altogether  fo¬ 
reign  from  their  profession. 

He  had  all  along  made  diligent  inquiry  into  the  trade  and 
manufactures  of  the  countries  through  which  Jie  had  occasion 
to  travel,  more  particularly  those  of  Holland,  England,  and 
France ;  and,  as  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  revenue 
and  farms  of  this  last  kingdom,  he  saw  with  concern  the 
great  disadvantages  under  which  our  tobacco  trade  (the  most 
Considerable  branch  of  our  commerce  with  that  people)  was 
carried  on ;  what  inconsiderable  returns  were  made  to  the 
planters,  out  of  the  low  price  given  by  the  French  company  ; 
and  how  much  it  was  in  the  power  of  that  company  to  re¬ 
duce  it  still  lower.  M - had  formed  a  scheme  to  remedy 

this  evil,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  national  loss  or  gain,  by 
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not  permitting  the  duty  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,  oidf 
subsidy,  to  be  drawn  back  on  tobacco  re-exported.  He  de¬ 
monstrated  to  the  ministry  of  that  time,  that  so  inconsider¬ 
able  a  duty  could  not  in  the  least  diminish  the  demand  from 
abroad,  which  was  the  only  circumstance  to  be  apprehend¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  yearly  produce  of  that  revenue  would 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  with¬ 
out  one  shilling  additional  expence  to  the  public ;  but  the 
ministry  having  the  excise-scheme  then  in  contemplation, 
could  think  of  no  other  till  that  should  be  tried  ;  and  that 
project  having  miscarried,  be  renewed  his  application,  when 
they  approved  of  his  scheme  in  every  particular,  but  dis¬ 
covered  a  surprising  backwardness  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

His  expectations  in  this  quarter  being  disappointed,  he, 
by  the  interposition  of  his  friends,  presented  a  plan  to  the 
French  company,  in  which  he  set  forth  the  advantages  that 
would  accrue  to  themselves,  from  fixing  the  price,  and  se¬ 
curing  that  sort  of  tobacco  which  best  suited  the  taste  of  the 
public  and  their  manufacture;  and  finally  proposed  to  furnishr 
them  with  any  quantity,  at  the  price  which  they  paid  in 
the  port  of  London. 

After  some  dispute,  they  agreed  to  his  proposal,  and  con¬ 
tracted  w  ith  him  for  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  a-year,  for 
which  they  obliged  themselves  to  pay  ready  money,  on  its 
arrival  in  any  one  or  more  convenient  ports  in  the  south  or 
western  coasts  of  Great  Britain  that  he  should  please  to  fix 
upon  for  that  purpose.  M - no  sooner  obtained  this  con¬ 

tract,  than  he  immediately  set  out  for  America,  in  order  to 
put  it  into  execution  ;  and,  by  way  of  companion,  carried 
with  him  a  little  French  abbe,  a  man  of  humour,  wit,  and 
learning,  with  whom  he  had  been  long  acquainted,  and  for 
whom  he  had  done  many  good  offices. 

On  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  which  opportunely  happened 
at  a  time  when  all  the  gentlemen  were  assembled  in  the  capi< 
tal  of  that  province,  he  published  a  memorial,  representing 
the  disadvantages  under  which  their  trade  was  carried  on, 
the  true  method  of  redressing  their  own  grievances  in  that 
respect,  and  proposing  to  contract  with  them  for  the  yearly  • 
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quantity  of  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  of  such  tobacco  as 
was  fit  for  the  French  market,  at  the  price  which  lie  de¬ 
monstrated  to  be  considerably  greater  than  that  which  they 
had  formerly  received. 

This  remonstrance  met  with  all  the  success  and  encourage* 
ment  he  could  expect :  the  principal  planters,  seeing  their 
own  interest  concerned,  readily  assented  to  the  proposal, 
which,  through  their  influence,  was  also  relished  by  the 
rest ;  and  the  only  difficulty  that  remained  related  to  the  se¬ 
curity  for  payment  of  the  bills  on  the  arrival  of  the  tobacco 
in  England,  and  to  the  time  stipulated  for  the  continuance 
of  the  contract. 

In  order  to  remove  these  objections,  Mr.  M - returned 

to  Europe,  and  found  the  French  company  of  farmers  dis¬ 
posed  to  agree  to  every  thing  he  desired  for  facilitating  the 
execution  of  the  contract,  and  perfectly  well  pleased  with, 
the  sample  which  he  had  already  sent ;  but  his  good  friend 
the  abbe  (whom  he  had  left  behind  him  in  America),  by 
an  unparelleled  piece  of  treachery,  found  means  to  over¬ 
turn  the  whole  project.  He  secretly  wrote  a  memorial  to  the 

Company,  importing,  that  he  found  by  experience  M - 

could  afford  to  furnish  them  at  a  much  lower  price  than 
that  which  they  had  agreed  to  give ;  and  that,  by  being  in 
possession  of  the  contract  for  five  years,  as  was  intended  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proposal,  he  would  have  the  company  so 
much  in  his  power,  that  they  must  afterwards  submit  to  any 
price  he  should  please  to  impose ;  and  that,  if  they  thought 
him  worthy  of  'such  a  trust,  he  w  ould  undertake  to  furnish 
them  at  an  easier  rate,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  with  whom,  he  said, 
he  had  already  concerted  measures  for  that  purpose. 

The  company  were  so  much  alarmed  at  these  insinuations, 

that  they  declined  complying  with  Mr.  M - ’s  demands 

until  the  abbe’s  return ;  and  though  they  afterwards  used  all 
their  endeavours  to  persuade  him  to  be  concerned  with  that 
little  traitor  in  his  undertaking  (by  which  he  might  still  have 
been  a  very  considerable  gainer),  he  resisted  all  their  solicit¬ 
ations,  and  plainly  told  them  in  the  abbe’s  presence,  that 
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he  would  never  prostitute  his  own  principles  so  far,  as  iv 
enter  into  engagements  of  any  kind  with  a  person  of  his 
character,  much  less  in  a  scheme  that  had  a  manifest  ten¬ 
dency  to  lower  the  market  price  of  tobacco  in  England. 

Tli us  ended  a  project  the  most  extensive,  simple,  and  easy, 
and  (as  appeared  by  the  trial  made)  the  best  calculated  to 
raise  an  immense  fortune,  of  any  that  was  ever  undertaken 
or  planned  by  a  private  person  ;  a  project,  in  the  execution 

of  which,  M - had  the  good  of  the  public,  and  the  glory 

of  putting  in  a  flourishing  condition  the  valuable  branch  of 
our  trade  (which  gives  employment  to  two  great  provinces, 
and  above  two  hundred  sail  of  ships)  much  more  at  heart 
than  his  own  private  interest.  It  was  reasonable  to  expect, 

that  a  man  whose  debts  M - had  paid  more  than  once, 

whom  he  had  obliged  in  many  other  respects,  and  whom  he 
had  carried  with  him  at  a  very  considerable  expencc,  on  this 
expedition,  merely  with  a  view  of  bettering  his  fortune, 
would  have  acted  with  common  honesty,  if  not  with  grati¬ 
tude  ;  but  such  was  the  depravity  of  this  little  monster’s 
heart,  that,  on  his  deathbed.  Ire  left  a  considerable  fortune 
to  mere  strangers,  with  whom  he  had  little  or  no  connection, 
without  the  least  thought  of  refunding  the  money  advanced 
for  him  by  M - ,  in  order  to  prevent  his  rotting  in  a  jail. 

When  M - had  once  obtained  a  command  of  money, 

he,  by  his  knowledge  in  several  branches  of  trade,  as  well 
as  by  the  assistance  of  some  intelligent  friends  at  Paris  and 
London,  found  means  to  employ  it  to  very  good  purpose  ; 
and  had  he  been  a  man  of  that  selfish  disposition,  which 
too  much  prevails  in  the  world,  he  might  have  been  at  this 
day  master  of  a  very  ample  fortune  ;  but  his  ear  was  never 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  distress,  nor  his  beneficent  heart  shut 
against  the  calamities  of  his  fellow-creatures.  He  was  even 
ingenious  in  contriving  the  most  delicate  methods  of  relieving 
modest  indigence,  and  by  his  industrious  benevolence,  often 
anticipated  the  requests  of  misery. 

I  could  relate  a  number  of  examples  to  illustrate  my  as¬ 
sertions,  in  some  of  which  you  would  perceive  the  most  dis¬ 
interested  generosity ;  but  such  a  detail  would  trespass  too 
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much  upon  jour  time,  and  I  do  not  pretend  to  dwell  upon 
every  minute  circumstance  of  his  conduct.  Let  it  suffice  to 
say,  that,  upon  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  he  gave 
up  all  his  commercial  schemes,  and  called  in  his  money  from 
all  quarters,  with  a  view  of  sitting  down,  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  contented  with  what  he  had  got,  and  restraining  his 
liberalities  to  what  he  could  spare  from  his  yearly  income. 
This  was  a  very  prudential  resolution,  could  he  have  kept 
it ;  but,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  could  not 
without  concern  see  many  gentlemen  of  merit,  who  had  been 
recommended  to  him,  disappointed  of  commissions,  merely 
for  want  of  money  to  satisfy  the  expectations  of  the  com¬ 
mission-brokers  of  that  time ;  and  therefore  launched  out 
considerable  sums  for  them  on  their  bare  notes,  great  part 
whereof  was  lost  by  the  death  of  some  in  the  unfortunate  ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  West  Indies. 

He  at  length,  after  many  other  actions  of  the  like  nature, 
from  motives  of  pure  humanity,  lo.ve  of  justice,  and  abhor¬ 
rence  of  oppression,  embarked  in  a  cause,  every  way  the  most 
important  that  ever  came  under  the  discussion  of  the  courts 
of  law  in  these  kingdoms ;  whether  it  be  considered  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  case,  or  the  immense 
property  of  no  less  than  fifty  thousand  pounds  a-year,  and 
three  peerages  that  depended  upon  it. 

In  the  year  1740,  the  brave  admiral  who  at  that  time  com¬ 
manded  his  majesty’s  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  among  the 
other  transactions  of  his  squadron,  transmitted  to  the  duke 
of  Newcastle,  mentioned  a  young  man,  who,  though  in  the 
capacity  of  a  common  sailor  on  board  one  of  the  ships  under 
his  command,  laid  claim  to  the  estate  and  titles  of  the  earl 

of  A - .  These  pretensions  were  no  sooner  communicated 

in  the  public  papers,  than  they  became  the  subject  of  con¬ 
versation  in  all  companies ;  and  the  person  whom  they  chiefly 
aflected,  being  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a  competitor, 
though  at  such  a  distauce,  began  to  put  himself  in  motion, 
and  take  all  the  precautions  which  he  thought  necessary  to 
defeat  the  endeavour  of  the  young  upstart.  Indeed  the  early 
intelligence  he  received  of  Mr.  A - y’s  making  himselfknown 
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in  the  West  Indies,  furnished  him  with  numberless  advan¬ 
tages  over  that  unhappy  young  gentleman  ;  for,  being  in 
possession  of  a  plentiful  fortune,  and  lord  of  many  manors 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  very  place  where  the  claimant 
was  born,  he  knew  all  the  witnesses  who  could  give  the 
most  material  evidence  of  his  legitimacy  ;  and,  if  his  pro¬ 
bity  did  not  restrain  him,  had,  by  his  power  and  influence, 
sufficient  opportunity  and  means  of  applying  to  the  passions 
and  interests  of  the  witnesses,  to  silence  many,  and  gain  over 
others  to  his  side ;  while  his  competitor,  by  an  absence  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  from  his  native  country,  the  want  of 
education  and  friends,  together  with  his  present  helpless  situ¬ 
ation,  was  rendered  absolutely  incapable  of  taking  any  step 
for  his  own  advantage.  And  although  his  worthy  uncle’s 
conspicuous  virtue,  and  religious  regard  for  justice  and  truth, 
might  possibly  be  an  unconquerable  restraint  to  his  taking 
any  undue  advantages,  yet  the  consciences  of  that  huge 
army’of  emissaries  he  kept  in  pay  were  not  altogether  so  very 
tender  and  scrupulous.  This  much,  however,  may  be  said, 
without  derogation  from,  or  impeachment  of,  the  noble 
earl’s  nice  virtue  and  honour,  that  he  took  care  to  com¬ 
promise  all  differences  with  the  other  branches  of  the  family, 
Avhose  interests  were,  in  this  affair,  connected  with  his  own, 
by  sharing  the  estate  with  them,  and  also  retained  most  of 
the  eminent  counsel  within  the  bar  of  both  kingdoms  against 
this  formidable  bastard,  before  any  suit  was  instituted  by 
him. 

While  he  was  thus  entrenching  himself  against  the  attack 
of  a  poor  forlorn  youth,  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  hundred 
leagues,  continually  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  the 
Avar,  and  an  unhealthy  climate,  Mr.  M - ,  in  the  com¬ 

mon  course  of  conversation,  chanced  to  ask  some  questions 

relating  to  this  romantic  pretender,  of  one  H - ,  who  was 

at  that  time  the  present  Lord  A - a’s  chief  agent.  This 

man,  when  pressed,  could  not  help  owning  that  the  late 
Lord  A— m  actually  left  a  son,  who  had  been  spirited  away 
into  America  soon  after  his  father’s  death,  but  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  this  was  the  same  person. 
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This  information  could  not  fail  to  make  an  impression  on 

the  humanity  of  Mr.  M - ,  who,  being  acquainted  with 

the  genius  of  the  wicked  party  who  had  possessed  themselves 
of  this  unhappy  young  man’s  estate  and  honours,  expressed 
no  small  anxiety  and  apprehension  lest  they  should  take  him 
off  by  some  means  or  other ;  and,  even  then,  seemed  dis¬ 
posed  to  contribute  towards  the  support  of  the  friendless 
orphan,  and  to  inquire  more  circumstantially  into  the  nature 
of  his  claim.  In  the  meantime  his  occasions  called  him  to 

France  ;  and,  during  his  absence,  Mr.  A - y  arrived  in 

London  in  the  month  of  October  1 741. 

Here  the  clergyman  was  interrupted  by  Peregrine,  who 
said  there  was  something  so  extraordinary,  not  to  call  it  im¬ 
probable,  in  the  account  he  had  heard  of  the  young  gentle¬ 
man’s  being  sent  into  exile,  that  he  would  look  upon  him¬ 
self  as  infinitely  obliged  to  the  doctor,  if  he  would  favour 
him  with  a  true  representation  of  that  transaction,  as  well 
as  of  the  manner  in  which  he  arrived  and  was  known  at  the 
island  of  Jamaica. 

The  parson,  in  compliance  with  our  hero’s  request,  tak¬ 
ing  up  the  story  from  the  beginning, — ‘  Mr.  A - y,’  said 

he,  ‘  is  the  son  of  Arthur  late  lord  baron  of  A — m,  by  his 

wife  Mary  Sh — d,  natural  daughter  to  John  duke  of  B - 

and  N - -by,  whom  he  publicly  married  on  the  21st 

day  of  July  1706,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  his  mother, 
and  all  his  other  relations,  particularly  of  Arthur  late  earl 

of  A - a,  who  bore  an  implacable  enmity  to  the  duke  her 

father,  and,  for  that  reason,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  power 
to  traverse  the  marriage  ;  but,  finding  his  endeavours  inef¬ 
fectual,  he  was  so  much  offended,  that  he  w'ould  never  be 
perfectly  reconciled  to  Lord  A — m,  though  he  was  his  pre¬ 
sumptive  heir.  After  their  nuptials,  they  cohabited  toge¬ 
ther  in  England  for-  the  space  of  two  or  three  years,  during 
which  she  miscarried  more  than  once;  and  he  being  a  man 
of  levity,  and  an  extravagant  disposition,  not  only  squander¬ 
ed  away  all  that  lie  had  received  of  his  w  ife’s  fortune,  but 
also  contracted  many  considerable  debts,  which  obliged  him 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  into  Ireland,  leaving  his  lady 
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behind  him  in  the  house  with  his  mother  and  sister,  who, 
having  also  been  averse  to  the  match,  had  always  looked 
upon  her  witli  eyes  of  disgust. 

It  was  not  likely  that  harmony  should  long  subsist  in  this 
family,  especially  as  Lady  A — m  was  a  woman  of  a  lofty 
spirit,  who  could  not  tamely  bear  insults  and  ill  usage  from 
persons  who,  she  had  reason  to  believe,  were  her  enemies  at 
heart.  Accordingly,  a  misunderstanding  soon  happened 
among  them,  which  was  fomented  by  the  malice  of  one  of 
her  sisters-in-law  :  divers  scandalous  reports  of  her  miscon¬ 
duct,  to  which  the  empty  pretensions  of  a  vain  wretched 
coxcomb  (who  was  made  use  of  as  an  infamous  tool  for  that 
purpose)  gave  a  colourable  pretext,  were  trumped  up,  and 
transmitted,  with  many  false  and  aggravating  circumstances, 
to  her  hushand  in  Ireland ;  who,  being  a  giddy  unthinking 
man,  was  so  much  incensed  at  these  insinuations,  that,  in 
the  first  transports  of  his  passion,  he  sent  to  his  mother  a 
power  of  attorney,  that  she  might  sue  for  a  divorce  in  his 
behalf.  A  libel  was  thereupon  exhibited,  containing  many 
scandalous  allegations,  void  of  any  real  foundation  in 'truth  ; 
but  being  unsupported  by  any  manner  of  proof,  it  was  at 
length  dismissed  with  costs,  after  it  had  depended  upwards 
of  two  years. 

Lord  A — m  finding  himself  abused  by  the  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  of  his  mother  and  sister,  discovered  an  inclination  to  be 
reconciled  to  his  lady :  in  consequence  of  which,  she  was 
sent  over  to  Dublin  by  her  father,  to  the  care  of  a  gentleman 
in  that  city ;  in  whose  house  she  was  received  by  her  hus¬ 
band  with  all  the  demonstrations  of  love  and  esteem <  From 
thence  he  conducted  her  to  his  lodgings,  and  then  to  his 
country-house,  where  she  had  the  misfortune  to  suffer  a  mis¬ 
carriage,  through  fear  and  resentment  of  my  lord’s  behavi¬ 
our,  w  hich  was  often  brutal  and  indecent ^  From  the  country 
they  removed  to  Dublin,  about  the  latter  end  of  July,  or 
beginning  of  August  1714,  where  they  had  not  long  con¬ 
tinued,  when  her  ladyship  was  known  to  be  again  with  child. 

Lord  A — m  and  his  issue  being  next  in  remainder  to  the 
honours  and  estate  of  Arthur  earl  of  A - ,  was  exaemely 
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solicitous  to  have  a  son  ;  and,  warned  by  the  frequent  mis¬ 
carriages  of  his  lady,  resolved  to  curb  the  natural  impatience 
and  rusticity  of  his  disposition,  that  she  might  not,  as  form¬ 
erly,  suffer  by  his  outrageous  conduct.  He  accordingly 
cherished  her  with  uncommon  tenderness  and  care;  and  her 
pregnancy  being  pretty  far  advanced,  conducted  her  to  his 
country-seat,  where  she  was  delivered  of  Mr.  A — y,  about 
the  latter  end  of  April,  or  beginning  of  May ;  for  none  of 
the  witnesses  have  been  able,  at  this  distance,  with  absolute 
certainty  to  fix  the  precise  time  of  his  birth,  and  there  was 
no  register  kept  in  the  parish  :  as  an  additional  misfortune, 
no  gentleman  of  fashion  lived  in  that  parish ;  nor  did  those 
who  lived  at  any  considerable  distance,  care  to  cultivate  an 
acquaintance  with  a  man  of  Lord  A — m’s  strange  conduct. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  the  occasion  was  celebrated  by  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  tenants  and  dependents  upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  town  of  New  R — ss,  by  bonfires,  illuminations,  and 
other  rejoicings;  which  have  made  such  an  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people,  that  in  the  place  where  they  hap¬ 
pened,  and  the  contiguous  parishes,  several  hundred  persons 
have  already  declared  their  knowledge  and  remembrance  of 
this  event,  in  spite  of  the  great  power  of  the  claimant’s  ad¬ 
versary  in  that  quarter,  and  the  great  pains  and  indirect 
methods  taken  by  his  numberless  agents  and  emissaries,  as 
well  as  by  those  who  are  interested  with  him  in  the  event  of 
the  suit,  to  corrupt  and  suppress  the  evidence. 

Lord  A — m,  after  the  birth  of  his  son,  who  was  sent  to 
nurse  in  the  neighbourhood,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country  (where  people  of  the  highest  distinction  put  their 
children  out  to  nurse  into  farm-houses  and  cabins),  lived  in 
harmony  with  his  lady  for  the  space  of  two  years :  but  hav¬ 
ing,  by  his  folly  and  extravagance,  reduced  himself  to  great 
difficulties,  he  demanded  the  remainder  of  her  fortune  from 
her  father  the  duke  of  B — ,  who  absolutely  refused  to  part 
with  a  shilling  until  a  proper  settlement  should  be  made  on 
his  daughter,  which,  by  that  time,  he  had  put  out  of  his 
own  power  to  make,  by  his  folly  and  extravagance. 

As  her  ladyship,  by  her  endeavours  to  reform  the  economy 
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of  ber  house,  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  some  idle  pro¬ 
fligate  fellows,  who  had  fastened  themselves  upon  her  hus¬ 
band,  and  helped  to  consume  his  substance,  they  seized 
this  opportunity  of  the  duke’s  refusal ;  and,  in  order  to  be 
revenged  upon  the  innocent  lady,  persuaded  Lord  A — m, 
that  the  only  means  of  extracting  money  from  his  grace, 
would  be  to  turn  her  away,  on  pretence  of  infidelity  to  his 
bed,  for  which  they  hinted  there  was  but  too  much  founda¬ 
tion.  At  their  suggestions,  a  most  infamous  plan  was  pro¬ 
jected;  in  the  execution  of  which,  one  P — ,  a  poor,  unbred, 
simple  country  booby,  whom  they  had  decoyed  into  a  snare, 
lost  one  of  his  ears,  and  the  injured  lady  retired  that  same 
day  to  New  R — ss,  where  she  continued  several  years.  She 
did  not,  however,  leave  the  house,  without  struggling  hard 
to  carry  her  child  along  with  her ;  but  far  from  enjoying 
such  indulgence,  strict  orders  were  given  that  the  boy  should 
not,  for  the  future,  be  brought  within  her  sight.  This  base, 
inhuman  treatment,  instead  of  answering  the  end  proposed, 
produced  such  a  contrary  effect,  that  the  duke  of  B — ,  by 
a  codicil  to  his  will,  in  which  he  reflects  upon  Lord  A — m’s 
evil  temper,  directed  his  executors  to  pay  to  his  daughter 
an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds,  while  her  lord  and  she 
should  continue  to  live  separate ;  and  this  allowance  was  to 
cease  on  Lord  A — m’s  death. 

While  she  remained  in  this  solitary  situation,  the  child 
was  universally  known  and  received  as  the  legitimate  son  and 
heir  of  her  lord,  whose  affection  for  the  boy  was  so  conspi¬ 
cuous,  that,  in  the  midst  of  his  own  necessities,  he  never 
failed  to  maintain  him  in  the  dress  and  equipage  of  a  young 
nobleman.  In  the  course  of  his  infancy,  his  father  having 
often  changed  his  place  of  residence,  the  child  was  put  under 
the  instructions  of  a  great  many  different  schoolmasters,  so 
that  he  was  perfectly  well  known  in  a  great  many  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  his  mother  seized  all  opportuni¬ 
ties  (which  were  but  rare,  on  account  of  his  father’s  orders 
to  the  contrary)  of  seeing  and  giving  him  proofs  of  her  ma¬ 
ternal  tenderness,  until  she  set  out  for  England,  after  having 
been  long  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  by  a  paralytical  dis- 
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order  ;  upon  the  consequence  of  which,  such  dependence 
was  placed  by  her  inconsiderate  husband,  who  was  by  this 
time  reduced  to  extreme  poverty,  that  he  actually  married 
a  woman  whom  he  had  long  kept  as  a  mistress.  This  crea¬ 
ture  no  sooner  understood  that  Lady  A — m  was  departed 
from  Ireland,  than  she  openly  avowed  her  marriage,  and 
went  about  publicly  with  Lord  A — m,  visiting  his  acquaint¬ 
ances  in  the  character  of  his  wife. 

From  this  era  may  be  dated  the  beginning  of  Mr.  A - y’s 

misfortune :  this  artful  woman,  who  had  formerly  treated 
the  child  with  an  appearance  of  fondness,  in  order  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  herself  with  the  father,  now  looking  upon  herself  as  suf¬ 
ficiently  established  in  the  family,  thought  it  was  high  time 
to  alter  her  behaviour  with  regard  to  the  unfortunate  boy ; 
and  accordingly,  for  obvious  reasons,  employed  a  thousand 
artifices  to  alienate  the  heart  of  the  weak  father  from  his  un- 
happy  offspring ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  her  insinuations, 
nature  still  maintained  her  influence  in  his  heart;  and  though 
she  often  found  means  to  irritate  him  by  artful  and  malicious 
accusations,  his  resentment  never  extended  farther  than  fa¬ 
therly  correction.  She  would  have  found  it  impossible  to 
accomplish  his  ruin,  had  not  her  efforts  been  reinforced  by  a 
new  auxiliary,  who  was  no  other  than  his  uncle,  the  present 
usurper  of  his  title  and  estate  ;  yet  even  this  confederacy  was 
overawed,  in  some  measure,  by  the  fear  of  alarming  the  un¬ 
fortunate  mother,  until  her  distemper  increased  to  a  most 
deplorable  degree  of  the  dead  palsy,  and  the  death  of  her 
father  had  reduced  her  to  a  most  forlorn  and  abject  state  of 
distress.  Then  they  ventured  upon  the  execution  of  their  pro¬ 
jects  ;  and  (though  their  aims  were  widely  different)  con¬ 
curred  in  their  endeavours  to  remove  the  hapless  boy,  as  the 
common  obstacle  to  both, 

Lord  A — m  who  (as  I  have  already  observed)  was  rf  man 
of  weak  intellects,  and  utterly  void  of  any  fixed  principle 
of  action,  being  by  this  time  reduced  to  such  a  pitch  of  mi¬ 
sery,  that  he  was  often  obliged  to  pawn  his  wearing-apparel 
in  order  to  procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  other  fund  remaining,  with  which  he  could  relieve 
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liis  present  necessities,  except  a  sale  of  the  reversion  of  the 
A - a  estate,  to  which  the  nonage  of  his  son  was  an  ef¬ 

fectual  bar,  he  was  advised  by  his  viituous  brother,  and  the 
rest  of  his  counsellors,  to  surmount  this  difficulty,  by  secret¬ 
ing  his  son,  and  spreading  a  report  of  his  death.  This  honest 
project  he  the  more  readily  embraced,  because  he  knew  that 
no  act  of  his  could  frustrate  the  child’s  succession.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  boy  was  removed  from  the  school  at  w  hich  he 
was  then  boarded,  to  the  house  of  one  K — h,  an  agent  and 

accomplice  of  the  present  earl  of  A - a,  where  he  was  kept 

for  several  months  closely  confined ;  and,  in  the  meantime, 
it  was  industriously  reported  that  he  was  dead. 

This  previous  measure  being  taken,  Lord  A — m  publish¬ 
ed  advertisements  in  the  gazettes,  offering  reversions  of  the 

A - a  estate  to  sale  :  and  emissaries  of  various  kinds  were 

employed  to  inveigle  such  as  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  settlement  of  these  estates,  or  strangers  to  the  affairs  of 
his  family.  Some  people,  imposed  upon  by  the  report  of  the 
child’s  death,  were  drawn  in  to  purchase,  thinking  them¬ 
selves  safe  in  the  concurrence  of  his  lordship’s  brother,  upon 
presumption  that  he  was  next  in  remainder  to  the  succession ; 
others,  tempted  by  the  smallness  of  the  price  (which  rarely 
exceeded  half  a  year’s  purchase,  as  appears  by  many  deeds) 
though  they  doubted  the  truth  of  the  boy’s  being  dead,  ran 
small  risks,  on  the  contingency  of  his  dying  before  he  should 
be  of  age,  or  in  hopes  of  his  being  prevailed  upon  to  confirm 
the  grants  of  his  father ;  and  many  more  were  treating  with 
him  on  the  same  notions,  when  their  transactions  were  sud¬ 
denly  interrupted,  and  the  scheme  of  raising  more  money, 
for  the  present,  defeated  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of 
the  boy,  who,  being  naturally  sprightly  and  impatient  of 
restraint,  had  found  means  to  break  from  his  confinement, 
and  wandered  up  and  down  the  streets  of  Dublin,  avoiding 
his  father’s  house,  and  choosing  to  encounter  all  sorts  of  dis¬ 
tress,  rather  than  subject  himself  again  to  the  cruelty  and 
malice  of  the  woman  who  supplied  his  mother’s  place.  Thus 
debarred  his  father’s  protection,  and  destitute  of  any  fixed 
habitation,  he  herded  with  all  the  loose,  idle,  and  disorderly 
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youths  in  Dublin,  skulking  chiefly  about  the  college,  several 
members  and  students  of  which,  taking  pity  on  his  misfor¬ 
tunes,  supplied  him  at  different  times  with  clothes  and 
money.  In  this  unsettled  and  uncomfortable  way  of  life  did 
he  remain,  from  the  year  1725,  to  the  latter  end  of  No¬ 
vember  1727;  at  which  time  his  father  died  so  miserably 
poor,  that  he  was  actually  buried  at  the  public  cxpence. 

This  unfortunate  nobleman  was  no  sooner  dead,  than  his 

brother  Richard,  now  earl  of  A - a,  taking  advantage  of 

the  nonage  and  helpless  situation  of  his  nephew,  seized  upon 
all  the  papers  of  the  defunct,  and  afterwards  usurped  the 

title  of  Lord  A - m,  to  the  surprise  of  the  servants,  and 

others  who  were  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  family. 
This  usurpation,  bold  as  it  was,  produced  no  other  effect 
than  that  of  his  being  insulted  by  the  populace  as  he  went 
through  the  streets,  and  the  refusal  of  the  king  at  arms  to 
enrol  the  certificate  of  his  brother’s  having  died  without  is¬ 
sue.  The  first  of  these  inconveniencies  he  bore  without  any 
sense  of  shame,  though  not  without  repining,  conscious  that 
it  would  gradually  vanish  with  the  novelty  of  his  invasion ; 
and  as  to  the  last,  he  conquered  it  by  means  well  known  and 
obvious. 

Nor  will  it  seem  strange,  that  lie  should  thus  invade  the 
rights  of  an  orphan  with  impunity,  if  people  will  consider, 

that  the  late  Lord  A - m  had  not  only  squandered  away  his 

fortune  with  the  most  ridiculous  extravagance,  but  also  as¬ 
sociated  himself  with  low  company,  so  that  he  was  little 
known,  and  less  regarded,  by  persons  of  any  rank  and  figure 
in  life  ;  and  his  child,  of  consequence,  debarred  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  might  have  accrued  from  valuable  connec¬ 
tions.  And  though  it  was  universally  known,  that  Lady. 

A - m  had  a  son  in  Ireland,  such  was  the  obscurity  in 

which  the  father  had  lived,  during  the  last  years  of  his  life, 
that  few  ot  the  nobility  could  be  supposed  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  particular  circumstances  of  a  transaction  in  which 
they  had  no  concern,  and  which  had  happened  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  twelve  years  before  the  date  of  this  usurpation.  More¬ 
over,  as  their  first  information  was  no  other  than  common 
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fame,  the  public  clamour  occasioned  by  the  separation, 
might  inspire  such  as  were  strangers  to  the  family  aftairs, 
with  a  mistaken  notion  of  the  child’s  having  been  born  about 
or  after  the  time  of  that  event.  The  hurry  and  bustle  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  lord  lieutenant  about  this  period, 
the  reports  industriously  propagated  of  the  claimaint’s  death, 
the  obscurity  and  concealment  in  which  the  bov  was  obliged 
to  live,  in  order  to  elude  the  wicked  attempts  of  his  uncle, 
might  also  contribute  to  his  peaceable  enjoyment  of  an  empty 
title  :  and  lastly,  Lord-chancellor  W - m,  whose  imme¬ 

diate  province  it  was  to  issue  writs  for  parliament,  was  an 
utter  stranger  in  Ireland,  unacquainted  with  the  descents  of 
families,  and  consequently  did  not  examine  farther  than  the 
certificate  enrolled  in  the  books  of  the  king  at  arms.  Over 
and  above  these  circumstances,  which  naturally  account  for 
the  success  of  the  imposture,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
hapless  youth  had  not  one  relation  alive,  on  the  side  of  his' 
father,  whose  interest  it  was  not  to  forward  or  connive  at  his 

destruction  ;  that  his  grandfather  the  duke  of  JB - was 

dead  ;  and  that  his  mother  was  then  in  England,  in  a  for¬ 
lorn,  destitute,  dying  condition,  secreted  from  the  world, 
and  even  from  her  own  relations,  by  her  woman  Mary 
II - ,  who  had  a  particular  interest  to  secrete  her,  and  al¬ 

together  dependent  upon  a  miserable  and  precarious  allow¬ 
ance  from  the  duchess  of  B - ,  to  whose  caprice  she  was 

moreover  a  most  wretched  slave. 

Notwithstanding  these  concurring  circumstances  in  favour 
of  the  usurper,  he  did  not  think  himself  secure  while  the 
orphan  had  any  chance  of  finding  a  friend  who  would  under¬ 
take  his  cause  ;  and  therefore  laid  a  plan  for  his  being  kid¬ 
napped,  and  sent  to  America  as  a  slave.  His  coadjutor  in 
this  inhuman  scheme  was  a  person  who  carried  on  the  trade 
of  transporting  servants  to  our  plantations,  and  was  deeply 
interested  on  this  occasion,  having,  for  a  mere  trifle,  pur¬ 
chased  of  the  late  Lord  A - m,  the  reversion  of  a’ consider¬ 
able  part  of  the  A - a  estate ;  which  shameful  bargain  was 

confirmed  by  the  brother,  but  could  never  take  place  unless 
the  boy  could  be  effectually  removed. 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


323 


Every  thing  being  settled  with  this  auxiliary,  several  ruf¬ 
fians  were  employed  in  search  of  the  unhappy  victim  ;  and 
the  first  attempt  that  was  made  upon  him,  in  which  his 
uncle  personally  assisted,  happening  near  one  of  the  great 
markets  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  an  honest  butcher,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  neighbours,  rescued  him  by  force  from  their 
cruel  hands.  This,  however,  was  but  a  short  respite  ;  for 
(though  warned  by  this  adventure,  the  boy  seldom  crept 
out  of  his  lurking  places,  without  the  most  cautious  circum¬ 
spection)  he  was,  in  March  1727,  discovered  by  the  dili¬ 
gence  of  his  persecutors,  and  forcibly  dragged  on  board  of  a 
ship  bound  for  Newcastle  on  Delaware  river  in  America, 
where  he  was  sold  as  a  slave,  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  much 
above  his  age  or  strength,  for  the  space  of  thirteen  years, 
during  which  he  was  transferred  from  one  person  to  another. 

While  he  remained  in  this  servile  situation,  he  often  men¬ 
tioned,  to  those  in  whom  he  thought  such  confidence  might 
be  placed,  the  circumstances  of  his  birth  and  title,  together 
with  the  manner  of  his  being  exiled  from  his  native  country; 
although,  in  this  particular,  he  neglected  a  caution  which 
he  had  received  in  his  passage,  importing  that  such  a  dis¬ 
covery  would  cost  him  his  life.  Meanwhile  the  usurper 
quietly  enjoyed  his  right ;  and  to  those  who  questioned  liim 
about  his  brother’s  son,  constantly  replied,  that  the  boy 

had  been  dead  for  several  years  :  and  Arthur,  earl  of  A - a, 

dying  in  April  1737,  he,  upon  pretence  of  being  next  heir, 
succeeded  to  the  honours  and  estate  of  that  nobleman. 

The  term  of  the  nephew’s  bondage,  w  hich  had  been  length¬ 
ened  out  beyond  the  usual  time,  on  account  of  his  repeated 
attempts  to  escape,  being  expired  in  the  year  1739,  he  hired 
himself  as  a  common  sailor  in  a  trading  vessel  bound  to 
J amaica ;  and  there,  being  entered  on  board  of  one  of  h  is  ma¬ 
jesty’s  ships  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Vernon,  openly 
declared  his  parentage  and  pretensions.  This  extraordinary 
claim,  which  made  a  great  noise  in  the  fleet,  reaching  the 
ears  of  one  Lieutenant  S — n,  nearly  related  to  the  usurper’s 
Irish  wife,  he  believed  the  young  gentleman  to  be  an  im¬ 
postor  :  and  thinking  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  discover 
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the  cheat,  he  went  on  board  the  ship  to  which  the  claimant 
belonged,  and  having  heard  the  account  which  he  gave  of 
himself,  was,  notwithstanding  his  prepossessions,  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  alleged.  On  his  return  to  his  own 
ship,  he  chanced  to  mention  this  extraordinary  affair  upon 
the  quarter-deck,  in  the  hearing  of  Mr.  B — n,  one  of  the  mid¬ 
shipmen,  who  had  formerly  been  at  school  with  Mr.  A - y. 

This  young  gentleman  not  only  told  the  lieutenant,  that  he 
had  been  school-fellow  with  Lord  A - m’sson,  but  also  de¬ 

clared  that  he  should  know  him  again,  if  not  greatly  altered, 
as  he  still  retained  a  perfect  idea  of  his  countenance. 

Upon  this  intimation,  the  lieutenant  proposed  that  the  ex¬ 
periment  should  be  tried ;  and  went  with  the  midshipman 
on  board  the  ship  that  the  claiment  Vas  in,  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  After  all  the  sailors  had  been  assembled  upon  deck, 
Mr.  B — n,  casting  his  eyes  around,  immediately  distinguish¬ 
ed  Mr.  A - y  in  the  crowd,  and  laying  his  hand  oil  his 

shoulder, — 4  this  is  the  man,’  said  he ;  affirming,  at  the  same 
time,  that,  while  he  continued  at  school  with  him,  the  claim¬ 
ant  was  reputed  and  respected  as  Lord  A - m’s  son  and  heir, 

and  maintained  in  all  respects  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
rank.  Nay,  he  was,  in  like  manner,  recognized  by  several 
other  persons  in  the  fleet,  who  had  known  him  in  his  infancy. 

These  things  being  reported  to  the  admiral,  he  generously 
ordered  him  to  be  supplied  with  necessaries,  and  treated  like 
a  gentleman :  and,  in  his  next  dispatches,  transmitted  an 
account  of  the  affair  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  among  the 
other  transactions  of  the  fleet. 

In  September  or  October  1741 ,  Mr.  A - y  arrived  in  Lon¬ 

don  ;  and  the  first  person  to  whom  he  applied  for  advice  and 
assistance  w  as  a  man  of  the  law,  nearly  related  to  the  families 
of  A - a  and  A - m,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  par¬ 

ticular  affairs  of  each  ;  who,  far  from  treating  him  as  a  bas¬ 
tard  and  impostor,  received  him  with  civility  and  seeming 
kindness,  asked  him  to  eat,  presented  him  with  a  piece  of 
money,  and,  excusing  himself  from  meddling  in  the  affair, 
advised  him  to  go  to  Ireland,  as  the  most  proper  place  for 
commencing  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  his  right. 
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Before  the  young  gentleman  had  an  opportunity,  or  in¬ 
deed  any  inclination,  to  comply  with  this  advice,  he  was 

accidently  met  in  the  street  by  that  same  H - n,  who,  as  I 

have  mentioned,  gave  Mr.  M- -  the  first  insight  into  the 

affair  :  this  man  immediately  knew  the  claimant,  having 
been  formerly  an  agent  for  his  father,  and  afterwards  a  crea¬ 
ture  of  his  uncle’s,  with  whom  he  was,  not  without  reason, 
suspected  to  be  concerned  in  kidnapping  and  transporting 
his  nephew.  Be  that  as  it  will,  his  connections  with  the 
usurper  were  now  broke  oft’  by  a  quarrel,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  had  thrown  up  his  agency ;  and  he  invited  the 
hapless  stranger  to  his  house,  with  a  view  of  making  all  pos¬ 
sible  advantage  of  such  a  guest. 

There  he  had  not  long  remained,  when  his  treacherous 
landlord,  tampering  with  his  inexperience,  effected  a  mar¬ 
riage  between  him  and  the  daughter  of  one  of  his  own  friends, 
who  lodged  in  his  house  at  the  same  time  :  but  afterwards, 
seeing  no  person  of  consequence  willing  to  espouse  his  cause, 
he  looked  upon  him  as  an  encumbrance,  and  wanted  to  rid 
his  hands  of  him  accordingly.  He  remembered  that  Mr. 
M - had  expressed  himself  with  all  the  humanity  of  ap¬ 

prehension  in  favour  of  the  unfortunate  young  nobleman, 
before  his  arrival  in  England;  and,  being  veil  acquainted 
with  the  generosity  of  his  disposition,  he  no  sooner  under¬ 
stood  that  he  was  returned  from  France,  than  he  waited  upon 

him  with  an  account  of  Mr.  A - y’s  being  safely  arrived. 

Mr.  M - was  sincerely  rejoiced  to  find,  that  a  person  who 

had  been  so  cruelly  injured,  and  undergone  so  long  and  con¬ 
tinued  a  scene  of  distress,  was  restored  to  a  country  where 
he  was  sure  of  obtaining  justice,  and  where  every  good  man 
(as  he  imagined)  would  make  the  cause  his  own  :  and  being- 
informed  that  the  youth  was  in  want  of  necessaries,  he  o-ave 

twenty  guineas  toH - n  for  his  use,  and  promised  to  do  him 

all  the  service  in  his  power  ;  but  had  no  intention  to  take 
upon  himself  the  whole  weight  of  such  an  important  affair, 
or  indeed  to  appear  in  the  cause,  until  he  should  be  fully 
and  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  claimant’s  pretensions  were 
well  founded. 
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In  the  meantime,  II - n  insinuatingthatthe  young  gentle¬ 

man  was  not  safe  in  his  present  lodging,  from  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  his  enemies,  M -  accommodated  him  with  an 

apartment  in  his  ow  n  house ;  where  he  was  at  great  pains- 
to  remedy  the  defect  in  his  education,  by  rendering  him  fit 
to  appear  as  a  gentleman  in  the  world .  Having  received 
from  him  all  the  intelligence  he  could  give  relating  to  his 
own  affair,  he  laid  the  case  before  counsel,  and  dispatched 
a  person  to  Ireland,  to  make  further  inquiries  upon  the  same 
subject  ;  who,  on  his  first  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  found 
the  claimant’s  birth  was  as  publicly  known  as  any  circum¬ 
stance  of  that  kind  could  possibly  be,  at  so  great  a  distance 
of  time.. 

The  usurper  and  his  friends  gave  all  the  interruption  in 
their  power  to  any  researches  concerning  that  affair ;  and 
had  recourse  to  every  art  and  expedient  that  could  be  invent¬ 
ed,  to  prevent  its  being  brought  to  a  legal  discussion:  privi¬ 
lege,  bills  in  chancery,  orders  of  court  surreptitiously  and 
illegally  obtained,  and  every  other  invention  was  made  use 
of  to  bar  and  prevent  a  fair  and  honest  trial  by  a  jury.  The 
usurper  himself,,  and  his  agents,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
formed  divers  conspiracies  against  his  life,  in  vain  endea¬ 
voured  to  detach  Mr.  M - from  the  orphan’s  cause,  by 

innumerable  artifices,  insinuating,  cajolling,  and  misrepre¬ 
senting,  with  surprising  dexterity  and  perseverance. 

His  protector,  far  from  being  satisfied  with  their  reasons, 
was  not  only  deaf  to  their  remonstrances,  but  believing  him 
in  danger  from  their  repeated  efforts,  had  him  privately  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  country;  where  an  unhappy  accident  (which 
he  hath  ever  since  sincerely  regretted)  furnished  his  adversary 
with  a  colourable  pretext  to  cut  him  oft'  in  the  beginning  of 
his  career. 

A  man  happening  to  lose  his  life  by  the  accidental  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  piece  that  chanced  to  be  in  the  young  gentle¬ 
man’s  hands,  the  account  of  this  misfortune  no  sooner  reach¬ 
ed  the  ears  of  his  uncle,  than  he  expressed  the  most  immoder¬ 
ate  joy  at  having  found  so  good  a  handle  for  destroying  him, 
.under  colour  of  law.  He  immediately  constituted  himself 
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prosecutor,  set  his  emissaries  at  work  to  secure  a  coroner’s 
inquest  suited  to  his  cruel  purposes ;  set  out  for  the  place  in 
person,  to  take  care  that  the  prisoner  should  not  escape :  in¬ 
sulted  him  in  jail,  in  the  most  inhuman  manner ;  employ¬ 
ed  a  whole  army  of  attorneys  and  agents,  to  spirit  up  and 
carry  on  a  most  virulent  prosecution  ;  practised  all  the  un¬ 
fair  methods  that  could  be  invented,  in  order  that  the  un¬ 
happy  gentleman  should  be  transported  to  Newgate,  from, 
the  healthy  prison  to  which  he  was  at  first  committed  ;  en¬ 
deavoured  to  inveigle  him  into  destructive  confessions ;  and, 
not  to  mention  other  more  infamous  arts  employed  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  evidence,  attempted  to  surprise  him  upon  his  trial, 
in  the  absence  of  his  witnesses  and  counsel,  contrary  to  a  pre¬ 
vious  agreement  with  the  prosecutor’s  own  attorney :  nay,  he 
even  appeared  in  person  upon  the  bench  at  the  trial,  in  order 
to  intimidate  the  evidence,  and  brow -beat  the  unfortunate 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  expended  above  a  thousand  pounds 
in  that  prosecution.  In  spite  of  all  his  wicked  efforts,  how¬ 
ever,  which  were  defeated  by  the  spirit  and  indefatigable 
industry  of  Mr.  M - ,  the  young  gentleman  was  honour¬ 

ably  acquitted,  to  the  evident  satisfaction  of  all  the  impar¬ 
tial;  the  misfortune  that  gave  a  handle  for  that  unnatural 
prosecution  appearing  to  a  demonstration  to  have  been  a 
mere  accident. 

In  a  few  months,  his  protector,  who  had  now  openly  es¬ 
poused  his  cause  (taking  with  him  two  gentlemen  to  witness 
his  transactions),  conducted  him  to  his  native  country,  with 
a  view  to  be  better  informed  of  the  strength  of  ills  preten¬ 
sions,  than  he  could  be  by  the  intelligence  he  had  hitherto 
received,  or  by  the  claimant’s  own  dark  and  almost  obli¬ 
terated  remembrance  of  the  facts  which  were  essential  to  be 
known.  Upon  their  arrival  in  Dublin,  application  was 

made  to  those  persons  whom  Mr.  A - y  had  named  as  his 

.schoolmasters  and  companions,  together  with  the  servants 
and  neighbours  of  his  father.  These,  though  examined  se¬ 
parately,  without  having  the  least  previous  intimation  of 
what  the  claimant  had  reported,  agreed  in  their  accounts 
with  him,  as  well  as-xvif li  one  another,  and  mentioned  many 
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other  people  as  acquainted  with  the  same  facts,  to  whom 
Mr.  M - had  recourse,  and  still  met  with  the  same  un¬ 

varied  information.  By  these  means,  he  made  such  pro¬ 
gress  in  his  inquiries,  that,  in  less  than  two  months,  no  few¬ 
er  than  one  hundred  persons,  from  different  quarters  of  the 
kingdom,  either  personally,  or  by  letters,  communicated 
their  knowledge  of  the  claimant,  in  declarations  consonant 
with  one  another,  as  well  as  with  the  accounts  he  gave  of 
himself.  Several  servants  who  had  lived  with  his  father, 
and  been  deceived  with  the  story  of  his  death,  so  indus¬ 
triously  propagated  bv  his  uncle,  no  sooner  heard  of  his 
being  in  Dublin,  than  they  came  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  to  see  him  ;  and  though  great  pains  were  taken  to 
deceive  them,  they,  nevertheless,  knew  him  at  first  sight ; 
some  of  them  fell  upon  their  knees  to  thank  Heaven  for  his 
preservation,  embraced  his  legs,  and  shed  tears  of  joy  for 
his  return. 

Although  the  conduct  of  his  adversary,  particularly  in  the 
above-mentioned  prosecution,  together  with  the  evidence 
that  already  appeared,  were  sufficient  to  convince  all  man¬ 
kind  of  the  truth  of  the  claimant’s  pretensions,  Mr.  M - , 

in  order  to  be  further  satisfied,  resolved  to  see  how  he  would 
be  received  upon  the  spot  where  he  was  born  ;  justly  con¬ 
cluding,  that,  if  he  was  really  an  impostor,  the  bastard  of  a 
kitchen-wench,  produced  in  a  country  entirely  possessed  by 
his  enemy  and  his  allies,  he  must  be  looked  upon  in  that 
place  with  the  utmost  detestation  and  contempt. 

This  his  intention  was  no  sooner  known  to  the  adverse 
party,  than  their  agents  and  friends,  from  all  quarters,  re¬ 
paired  to  that  place  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  used  all 
their  influence  with  the  people,  in  remonstrances,  threats* 
and  all  the  other  arts  they  could  devise,  not  only  to  discoun¬ 
tenance  the  claimant  upon  his  arrival,  but  even  to  spirit  up 
a  mob  to  insult  him.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions, 
and  the  servile  awe  and  subjection  in  which  tenants  arc  kept 
by  their  landlords  in  that  part  of  the  country,  as  soon  as  it 
was  known  that  Mr.  A - y  approached  the  town,  the  inha¬ 

bitants  crowded  cut  n  great  multitudes  to  receive  and  wel- 
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eome  him,  and  accompanied  him  into  town,  with  acclama¬ 
tions  and  other  expressions  of  joy,  insomuch  that  the  agents 
of  his  adversary  durst  not  show  their  faces.  The  sovereign 
of  the  corporation,  who  was  a  particular  creature  and  fa¬ 
vourite  of  the  usurper,  and  whose  all  depended  upon  the  is¬ 
sue  of  the  cause,  was  so  conscious  of  the  stranger’s  right, 
and  so  much  awed  by  the  behaviour  of  the  people,  who 
knew  that  consciousness,  that  he  did  not  think  it  safe  even 
to  preserve  the  appearance  of  neutrality  upon  this  occasion, 

but  actually  held  the  stirrup  while  Mr.  A - y  dismounted 

from  his  horse. 

This  sense  of  conviction  in  the  people  manifested  itself  still 
more  powerfully  when  he  returned  to  the  same  place  in  the 

year  j744,  about  which  time  Lord  A - a  being  informed 

of  his  resolution,  determined  again  to  be  before-hand  with 
him,  and  ret  out  in  person  with  his  agents  and  friends,  some 
of  whom  were  detached  before  him,  to  prepare  for  his  recep¬ 
tion,  and  induced  the  people  to  meet  him  in  a  body,  and 
accompany  him  to  town,  with  such  expressions  of  welcome 
as  they  had  before  bestowed  on  his  nephew  ;  but,  in  spite  of 
all  their  art  and  interest,  he  was  suffered  to  pass  through 
the  street  in  a  mournful  silence  :  and  though  several  barrels 
of  beer  were  produced,  to  court  the  favour  of  the  populace, 
they  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  drawing  their  ridicule 
upon  the  donor ;  whereas,  when  Mr.  A - y,  two  days  after¬ 

wards,  appeared,  all  the  inhabitants,  with  garlands,  stream¬ 
ers,  music,  and  other  ensigns  of  joy,  crowded  out  to  meet 
him,  and  ushered  him  into  town  with  such  demonstrations 
of  pleasure  and  good  will,  that  the  noble  peer  found  it  con¬ 
venient  to  hide  himself  from  the  resentment  of  his  own  te¬ 
nants,  the  effects  of  which  he  m  st  have  severely  felt, 
had  not  he  been  screened  by  the  timely  remonstrances  of 

Mr.  M - ,  and  the  other  gentlemen  who  accompanied  his 

competitor. 

Nor  did  his  apprehension  vanish  with  the  transaction  of 
this  day  ;  the  town  was  again  on  an  uproar  on  the  Sunday 

following,  when  it  was  known  that  Mr.  A - y  intended  to 

come  thither  from  Dunmuin  to  church ;  they  went  out  to 
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meet  him  as  before,  and  conducted  him  to  the  church-door 
with  acclamations,  which  terrified  his  uncle  to  such  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  fled  with  precipitation  in  a  boat,  and  soon  after 
entirely  quitted  the  place. 

It  would  be  almost  an  endless  task  to  enumerate  the  par¬ 
ticular  steps  that  were  taken  by  one  side  to  promote,  and  by 
the  other  to  delay  the  trial.  The  young  gentleman’s  adver¬ 
saries  finding  that  they  could  not,  by  all  the  subterfuges  and 
arts  they  had  used,  evade  it,  repeated  attempts  were  made 
to  assassinate  him  and  his  protector,  and  every  obstruction 
thrown  in  the  way  of  his  cause  which  craft  could  invent, 
villany  execute,  and  undue  influence  confirm.  But  all  these 
difficulties  were  surmounted  by  the  vigilance,  constancy, 

courage,  and  sagacity,  of  M - ;  and,  at  last,  the  affair 

was  brought  to  a  very  solemn  trial  at  bar,  which  being  con¬ 
tinued,  by  several  adjournments,  from  the  eleventh  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  November,.  a  verdict  was  found  for  the 
claimant  by  a  jury  of  gentlemen,  which,  in  point  of  reput¬ 
ation  and  property,  cannot  be  easily  paralleled  hi  the  an¬ 
nals  of  that  or  any  other  country  ;  a  jury  that  could  by  no 

means  be  suspected  of  prepossessions  in  favour  of  Mr.  A - y 

(to  whose  person  they  were  absolute  strangers),  especially  if 
we  consider,  that  a  gentleman  in  their  neighbourhood,  who 
was  nephew  to  the  foreman,  and  nearly  related  to  some  of 
the  rest  of  their  number,  forfeited  a  considerable  estate  by 
their  decision. 

This  verdict  (said  the  parson)  gave  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  all  impartial  persons  that  were  within  reach  of  being  duly 
informed  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  different  genius 
and  conduct  of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  contest,  but  more 
especially  to  such  as  were  in  court  (as  I  was)  at  the  trial, 
and  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  characters  and  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  persons  who  appeared  there  to  give  evidence. 

To  such  it  w  as  very  apparent,  that  all  the  witnesses  pro¬ 
duced  there,  on  the  part  of  the  uncle,  were  either  his  te¬ 
nants,  dependents,  pot -companions,  or  persons  some  w  ay  or 
other  interested  in  the  issue  of  the  suit,  and  remarkable  for  a 
low  kind  of  cunning  ;  that  many  of  them  were  persons  of 
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profligate  lives,  who  deserved  no  credit ;  that  (independent 
of  the  levity  of  their  characters)  those  of  them  who  went  un¬ 
der  the  denominations  of  colonels  (Colonel  L — fts  alone  ex¬ 
cepted,  who  had  nothing  to  say,  and  was  only  brought 
there  in  order  to  give  credit  to  that  party),  made  so  ridicu¬ 
lous  a  figure,  and  gave  so  absurd,  contradictory,  and  incon¬ 
sistent  an  evidence,  as  no  court  or  jury  could  give  the  least 
degree  of  credit  to.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  observed, 

that  the  nephew,  and  Mr.  M - his  chief  manager  (being 

absolute  strangers  in  that  country,  and  unacquainted  with 
the  characters  of  the  persons  they  had  to  deal  w  ith),  were 
obliged  to  lay  before  the  court  and  jury  such  evidence  as 
came  to  their  hand,  some  of  whom  plainly  appeared  to  have 
been  put  upon  them  by  their  adversaries,  with  a  design  to 
hurt.  It  was  also  manifest,  that  the  witnesses  produced  for 

Mr.  A - y  were  such  as  could  have  no  manner  of  connection 

with  him,  nor  any  dependence  whatsoever  upon  him,  to 
influence  their  evidence  ;  for  the  far  greatest  part  of  them 
had  never  seen  him  from  his  infancy  till  the  trial  began,  and 
many  of  them  (though  poor,  and  undignified  with  the  title 
of  colonels)  were  people  of  unblemished  character,  of  great 
simplicity,  and  such  as  no  man  in  his  senses  would  pitch 
upon  to  support  a  bad  cause.  It  is  plain  that  the  jury 
(whose  well-known  honour,  impartiality,  and  penetration, 
must  be  revered  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  them)  were 
not  under  the  least  difficulty  about  their  verdict ;  for  they 
were  not  inclosed  above  half  an  hour,  when  they  returned 
with  it.  These  gentlemen  could  not  help  observing  the  great 
inequality  of  the  parties  engaged,  the  great  advantages  that 
the  uncle  had  in  every  other  respect  (except  the  truth  and 
justice  of  his  case)  over  the  nephew,  by  means  of  his  vast 
possessions,  and  of  his  power  and  influence  all  round  the 
place  of  his  birth  ;  nor  could  the  contrast  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  geniuses  of  the  two  parties  escape  their  observation. 
They  could  not  but  see  and  conclude,  that  a  person  who  had 
confessedly  transported  arid  sold  his  orphan  nephew  into 
slavery,  who,  on  his  return,  had  carried  on  so  unwarrant¬ 
able  and  cruel  a  prosecution  to  take  away  his  life  under 
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of  law,  and  who  had  also  given  such  glaring  proofs  of  his 
skill  and  dexterity  in  the  management  of  witnesses  for  that 
cruel  purpose,  was  in  like  manner  capable  of  exerting  the 
same  happy  talent  on  this  occasion,  when  his  all  was  at 
stake  ;  more  especially  as  he  had  so  many  others  who  were 
equally  interested  with  himself,  and  whose  abilities  in  that 
respect  fell  nothing  short  of  his  own,  to  second  him  in  it. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  jury  had  also  a  near  view  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  witnesses  delivered  their  testimonies,  and 
had  from  thence  an  opportunity  of  observing  many  circum¬ 
stances  and  distinguishing  characteristics  of  truth  and  false¬ 
hood,  from  which  a  great  deal  could  be  gathered,  that  could 
not  be  adequately  conveyed  by  any  printed  account,  how 
exact  soever;  consequently,  they  must  have  been  much  bet¬ 
ter  judges  of  the  evidence  on  which  they  founded  their  ver¬ 
dict,  than  any  person  who  had  not  the  same  opportunity, 
can  possibly  be. 

These,  Air.  Pickle,  were  my  reflections  on  what  I  had 
occasion  to  observe  concerning  that  famous  trial ;  and  on 
my  return  to  England,  two  years  after,  I  could  not  help 
pitying  the  self-sufliciency  of  some  people,  who,  at  this 
distance,  pretended  to  pass  their  judgment  on  that  verdict 
with  as  great  positiveness  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  secrets 
of  the  cause,  or  upon  the  jury  who  tried  it,  and  that  from  no 

better  authority  than  the  declamations  of  Lord  A - a’s 

emissaries,  and  some  falsified  printed  accounts,  artfully 
cooked  up  on  purpose  to  mislead  and  deceive. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression — Lord  A - a,  the 

defendant  in  that  cause,  was  so  conscious  of  the  strength  and 
merits  of  his  injured  nephew’s  case,  and  that  a  verdict  would 
go  against  him,  that  he  ordered  a  writ  of  error  to  be  made 
out  before  the  trial  was  ended ;  and  the  verdict  was  no  soon¬ 
er  given,  than  he  immediately  lodged  it,  though  he  well 
knew  he  had  no  manner  of  error  to  assign.  This  expedient 
was  practised  merely  for  vexation  and  delay,  in  order  to 

keep  Mr.  A - y  from  the  possession  of  the  small  estate  he 

had  recovered  by  the  verdict,  that,  his  slender  funds  be¬ 
ing  exhausted,  he  might  be  deprived  of  other  means  to 
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prosecute  his  right ;  and  by  the  most  oppressive  contriv¬ 
ances  and  scandalous  chicanery,  it  has  been  kept  up  to  this 
day,  without  his  being  able  to  assign  the  least  shadow  of  any 
error. 

Lord  A - a  was  not  the  only  antagonist  that  Mr. 

A - y  had  to  deal  with  ;  all  the  different  branches  of  the 

A - a  family,  who  had  been  worrying  one  another  at  law 

ever  since  the  death  of  the  late  earl  of  A - a,  about  the 

partition  of  his  great  estate,  were  now  firmly  united  in  an 
association  against  this  unfortunate  gentleman;  mutual  deeds 
were  executed  among  them,  by  which  many  great  lordships 
and  estates  were  given  up  by  the  uncle  to  persons  who  had 
no  right  to  possess  them,  in  order  to  engage  them  to  side 
with  him  against  his  nephew,  in  withholding  the  unjust 
possession  of  the  remainder. 

These  confederates  having  held  several  consultations 
against  their  common  enemy,  and  finding  that  his  cause  ga¬ 
thered  daily  strength  since  the  trial,  by  the  accession  of 
many  witnesses  of  figure  and  reputation,  who  had  not  been 
1  heard  of  before,  and  that  the  only  chance  they  had  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  speedy  establishment  of  his  right,  and  their  own 
destruction,  was  by  stripping  Mr.  M - of  the  little  mo¬ 

ney  that  yet  remained,  and  by  stopping  all  further  resources 
whereby  he  might  be  enabled  to  proceed ;  they  therefore 
came  to  a  determined  resolution  to  carry  that  hopeful 
scheme  into  execution ;  and,  in  pursuance  thereof,  they 
have  left  no  expedient  or  stratagem,  how  extraordinary  or 
scandalous  soever,  unpractised,  to  distress  Mr.  A — — y  and 
that  gentleman.  For  that  end,  all  the  oppressive  arts  and 
dilatory  expensive  contrivances  that  the  fertile  invention  of 
the  lowest  pettifoggers  of  the  law  could  possibly  devise, 
have  with  dexterity  been  played  oft’  against  them,  in  fruit¬ 
less  quibbling,  and  malicious  suits,  entirely  foreign  to  the 
merits  of  the  cause.  Not  to  mention  numberless  other  acts 
of  oppression,  the  most  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
proceedings,  by  means  whereof  this  sham  writ  of  error 
hath  been  kept  on  foot  ever  since  November  1743,  is  to  me 
(said  the  doctor)  a  most  flagrant  instance,  not  only  of  the 
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prevalency  of  power  and  money  (when  employed,  in  the 
present  case,  against  an  unfortunate  helpless  man,  disabled, 
as  he  is,  of  the  means  of  ascertaining-  his  right),  but  of  the 
badness  of  a  cause,  that  hath  recourse  to  so  many  iniquitous 
expedients  to  support  it. 

In  a  word,  the  whole  conduct  of  Lord  A - a  and  his 

party,  from  the  beginning  to  this  time,  hath  been  such  as 
sufficiently  manifests  that  it  could  proceed  from  no  other 

motives  than  a  consciousness  of  Mr.  A - y’s  right,  and  of 

their  own  illegal  usurpations,  and  from  a  terror  of  trusting 
the  merits  of  their  case  to  a  fair  discussion  by  the  laws  of 
their  country  ;  and  that  the  intention  and  main  drift  of  all 
their  proceedings  plainly  tend  to  stifle  and  smother  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  case  from  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  by  oppres¬ 
sive  arts  and  ingenious  delays,  rather  than  trust  it  to  the 
candid  determination  of  an  honest  jury.  What  else  could 
be  the  motives  of  kidnapping  the  claimant,  and  transporting 
him  when  an  infant  ?  of  the  various  attempts  made  upon  his 
life  since  his  return?  of  the  attempts  to  divest  him  of  all 
assistance  to  ascertain  his  right,  by  endeavouring  so  solicit¬ 
ously  to  prevail  on  Mr.  M - to  abandon  him  in  the  be¬ 

ginning  ?  of  retaining  an  army  of  counsel  before  any  suit 
had  been  commenced  ?  of  the  many  sinister  attempts  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  trial  at  bar  ?  of  the  various  arts  made  use  of  to  ter¬ 
rify  any  one  from  appearing  as  witness  for  the  claimant,  and 
to  seduce  those  wl  o  had  appeared?  of  the  shameless,  unpre¬ 
cedented,  low  tricks  now  practised,  to  keep  him  out  of  the 
possession  of  that  estate  for  which  he  had  obtained  the  ver¬ 
dict,  thereby  to  disable  him  from  bringing  his  cause  to  a 
further  hearing ;  and  of  the  attempts  made  to  buy  up  Mr. 

M - ’s  debts,  and  to  spirit  up  suits  against  him  ?  Is  it 

not  obvious  from  all  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  from 
the  obstruction  they  have  given  to  the  attorney -general’s  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  make  a  report  to  his  majesty  on  the  claimant’s 
petition  to  the  king  for  the  peerage,  which  was  referred  by 
his  majesty  to  that  gentleman,  so  far  back  as  1743,  that  all 
their  efforts  arc  bent  to  that  one  point,  of  stifling,  ra¬ 
ther  than  suffering  the  merits  of  this  cause  to  come  to  a 
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fair  and  candid  hearing  ;  and  that  the  sole  consideration  at 
present  between  them  and  this  unfortunate  man  is  not  whe¬ 
ther  he  is  right  or  wrong,  but  whether  he  shall  or  shall  not 
find  money  to  bring  this  cause  to  a  final  determination  ? 

Lord  A - a  and  his  confederates,  not  thinking  them¬ 

selves  safe  with  all  these  expedients,  while  there  was  a  possi¬ 
bility  of  their  antagonist’s  obtaining  any  assistance  from 
such  as  humanity,  compassion,  generosity,  or  a  love  of  jus¬ 
tice  might  induce  to  lay  open  their  purses  to  his  assistance 
in  ascertaining  his  right,  have,  by  themselves  and  their  nu¬ 
merous  emissaries,  employed  all  the  arts  of  calumny,  slan¬ 
der,  and  detraction  against  him,  by  traducing  his  cause,  vi¬ 
lifying  his  person,  and  most  basely  and  cruelly  tearing  his 
character  to  pieces,  by  a  thousand  misrepresentations,  pur¬ 
posely  invented  and  industriously  propagated  in  all  places  of 
resort,  which  is  a  kind  of  cowardly  assassination  that  there 
is  no  guarding  against ;  yet,  in  spite  of  all  these  machina¬ 
tions,  and  the  shameful  indifference  of  mankind,  who  stand 
aloof  unconcerned,  and  see  this  unhappy  gentleman  most 
inhumanly  oppressed  by  the  weight  of  lawless  power  and 

faction,  M - ,  far  from  suffering  himself  to  be  dejected 

by  the  multiplying  difficulties  that  crowd  upon  him,  still 
exerts  himself  with  amazing  fortitude  and  assiduity,  and 
will  (I  doubt  not)  bring  the  affair,  he  began  and  carried  on 
with  so  much  spirit  while  his  finances  lasted,  to  a  happy 
conclusion. 

It  w'ould  exceed  the  bounds  of  my  intention,  and  perhaps 
trespass  too  much  upon  your  time,  were  I  to  enumerate  the 
low  artifices  and  shameful  quibbles  by  which  the  usurper 
has  found  means  to  procrastinate  the  decision  of  the  contest 
between  him  and  his  hapless  nephew,  or  to  give  a  detail  of 

the  damage  and  perplexity  which  Mr.  M - has  sustained, 

and  been  involved  in  by  the  treachery  and  ingratitude  of 
some  who  listed  themselves  under  him,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  affair,  and  by  the  villany  of  others,  who,  under  various 
pretences  of  material  discoveries  they  had  to  make,  &c.  had 
fastened  themselves  upon  him,  and  continued  to  do  all  the 
mischief  in  their  power,  until  the  cloven  foot  was  detected. 
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One  instance,  however,  is  so  flagrantly  flagitious,  that  I 
cannot  resist  the  inclination  I  feel  to  relate  it,  as  an  example 
of  the  most  infernal  perfidy  that  perhaps  ever  entered  the 
human  heart.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  part  which 

H - n  acted  in  the  beginning  of  M - ’s  connection  with 

the  unfortunate  stranger,  and  hinted  that  the  said  H - n 

lay  under  many  many  obligations  to  that  gentleman  before 

Mr.  A - y’s  arrival  in  England.  He  had  been  chief  agent 

to  Lord  A - a,  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  received 

several  payments  of  a  secret  pension  which  that  lord  enjoyed, 
for  which  he  either  could  not  or  would  not  account.  His 
lordship,  therefore,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  it,  took  out 
writs  against  him,  and  his  house  was  continually  surrounded 
w  ith  catchpoles  for  the  space  of  two  whole  years. 

Mr.  M - believing,  from  Mr.  II - n’s  own  account  of 

the  matter,  that  the  poor  man  was  greatly  injured,  and  pro¬ 
secuted  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the  unhappy  young 
gentleman,  did  him  all  the  good  offices  in  his  power,  and 
became  security  for  him  on  several  occasions;  nay,  such 

was  his  opinion  of  his  integrity,  that,  after  Mr.  A - y 

was  clt  :  ed  of  the  prosecution  carried  on  against  him  by 
his  uncle,  his  person  was  trusted  to  the  care  of  this  hypo¬ 
crite,  who  desired  that  the  young  gentleman  might  lodge 
at  his  house  for  the  convenience  of  air,  M - ’s  own  occa¬ 

sions  callin  him  often  into  the  country. 

Having  thus,  by  his  consummate  dissimulation,  acquired 
such  a  valuable  charge,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  lord 

A - ’s  attorneys,  offering  to  betray  Mr.  A - y,  provided 

his  lordship  would  settle  his  account,  and  give  him  a  dis¬ 
charge  for  eight  hundred  pounds  of  the  pension,  which  he 

had  received,  and  not  accounted  for.  Mr.  M - ,  informed 

of  this  treacherous  proposal,  immediately  removed  his 
lodger  from  his  house  into  his  own,  without  assigning  his  rea¬ 
sons  for  so  doing,  until  he  was  obliged  to  declare  it,  in  order 
to  free  himself  from  the  importunities  of  H - n,  who  ear¬ 

nestly  solicited  his  return.  This  miscreant,  finding  himself 
detected  and  disappointed  in  his  villanous  design,  was  so 
much  enraged  at  his  miscarriage,  that,  forgetting  all  the  be- 
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nefifs  lie  liacl  received  from  M - for  a  series  of  years,  he 

practised  all  the  mischief  that  his  malice  could  contrive 
against  him  ;  and  at  length  entered  into  a  confederacy  with 
one  G — st — ey,  and  several  other  abandoned  wretches,  who, 
as.before  said,  under  various  pretences  of  being  able  to  make 
material  discoveries,  and  otherwise  to  serve  the  cause,  had 
found  means  to  be  employed  in  some  extra  business  relating 
to  it,  though  their  real  intention  was  to  betray  the  claimant. 

These  confederates,  in  conjunction  with  some  other  auxi¬ 
liaries  of  infamous  character,  being  informed  that  Mr. 

M - '  was  on  the  point  of  securing  a  considerable  sum,  to 

enable  him  to  prosecute  Mr.  A - y’s  right,  and  to  bring  it 

to  a  happy  conclusion,  contrived  a  deep  laid  scheme  to  dis¬ 
appoint  him  in  it,  and  at  once  to  ruin  the  cause.  And,  pre¬ 
vious  measures  being  taken  for  that  wicked  purpose,  they 
imposed  upon  the  young  gentleman’s  inexperience  and  cre¬ 
dulity,  by  insinuations  equally  false,  plausible,  and  malicious ; 
to  which  they  at  length  gained  his  belief,  by  the  mention  of 
some  circumstances  that  gave  what  they  alleged  an  air  of 

probability,  and  even  of  truth.  They  swore  that  Mr.  M _ 

had  taken  out  an  action  against  him  for  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  ;  that  they  had  actually  seen  the  writ ;  that  the  in¬ 
tention  of  it  was  to  throw  him  into  prison  for  life,  and  ruin 
his  cause,  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  made  by  him  with* 

Lord  A - ,  and  his  other  enemies,  to  retrieve  the  money 

that  he  had  laid  out  in  the  cause. 

This  plausible  tale  was  enforced  with  such  an  air  of  truth 
candour,  ami  earnest  concern  for  his  safety,  and  was  strength¬ 
ened  by  so  many  imprecations  and  corroborating  circum¬ 
stances  of  their  invention,  as  would  have  staggered  one  of 
much  greater  experience  and  knowledge  of  mankind  than 

Mr.  A - y  could  be  supposed  to  be  at  that  time.  The  notion 

of  perpetual  imprisonment,  and  the  certain  ruin  they  made 
him  believe  his  cause  was  threatened  with,  worked  upon  liis 
imagination  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be 
led  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  by  this  artful  band  of  vil¬ 
lains,  who  secreted  him  at  the  lodgings  of  one  Pr— nt _ ce 

qn  intimate  of  G— st — ey’s,  for  several  days,  under  colour  of' 
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his  being  hunted  by  bailiffs  employed  by  Mr.  M - ,  where 

he  was  not  only  obliged  by  them  to  change  his  name,  but 
even  his  wife  was  not  suffered  to  have  access  to  him. 

Their  design  was  to  have  sold  him,  or  draw  him  into  a 
ruinous  compromise  with  his  adversaries,  for  a  valuable  con¬ 
sideration  to  themselves.  But  as  no  ties  are  binding  among 
such  a  knot  of  villains,  the  rest  of  the  conspirators  were 
jockeyed  by  G — st — ey,  who,  in  order  to  monopolize  the  ad¬ 
vantage  to  himself,  hurried  his  prize  into  the  country,  and 
secreted  him  even  from  his  confederates,  in  a  place  of  con¬ 
cealment  one  hundred  miles  from  London,  under  the  same 

ridiculous  pretence  of  M - ’s  having  taken  out  a  writ 

against  him,  and  of  bailiffs  being  in  pursuit  of  him  every¬ 
where  round  London. 

He  was  no  sooner  there,  thaa  G — st — ey,  as  a  previous 
step  to  the  other  villany  he  intended,  tricked  him  out  of  a 
bond  for  six  thousand  pounds,  under  colour  of  his  having  a 
person  ready  to  advance  the  like  sum  upon  it,  as  an  imme¬ 
diate  fund  for  carrying  on  his  cause  ;  assuring  him,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  a  set  of  gentlemen  ready,  who  were 
willing  to  advance  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  more  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  to  allow  him  five  hundred  pounds  a- 
year  for  his  maintainance,  till  his  cause  should  be  made  an 

end  of,  provided  that  Mr.  M -  should  have  no  further 

concern  with  him  and  his  cause. 

Mr.  A - y,  having  by  this  time  received  some  intimations 

of  the  deceit  that  had  been  put  upon  him,  made  answer, 
that  he  should  look  upon  himself  as  a  very  ungrateful  mon¬ 
ster  indeed,  if  he  deserted  a  person  who  had  saved  his  life, 
and  so  generously  ventured  his  own,  together  with  his  for¬ 
tune,  in  his  cause,  until  he  should  first  be  certain  of  the 
truth  of  what  was  alleged  of  him,  and  absolutely  rejected 
the  proposal.  G — st — ey,  who  had  no  other  view  in  mak¬ 
ing  it,  than  to  cover  the  secret  villany  he  meditated  against 
him,  and  to  facilitate  the  execution  thereof,  easily  receded 
from  it,  when  he  found  Mr.  A— — y  so  averse  to  it,  and  un¬ 
dertook  nevertheless  to  raise  the  money,  adding,  that  he 
might,  if  he  pleased,  return  to  Mr.  M -  whenever  it 
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was  seethed.  The  whole  drift  of  this  pretended  undertaking 
to  raise  the  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  was  only  to  lay  a 

foundation  for  a  dexterous  contrivance  to  draw  Mr.  A - y 

unwarily  into  the  execution  of  a  de«d,  relinquishing  all  his 
right  and  title,  under  a  notion  of  its  being  a  deed  to  secure 
the  repayment  of  that  sum. 

G— st — ey  having,  as  he  imagined,  so  far  paved  the  way 
for  the  execution  of  such  a  deed,  enters  into  an  agreement 

with  an  agent,  employed  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  A - y’s 

adversaries,  purporting,  that,  in  consideration  of  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  bond  for  six  thousand  pounds,  which  he, 

G — st — ey,  had,  as  he  pretended,  laid  out  in  Mr.  A - y’s 

cause,  and  of  an  annuity  of  seven  hundred  pounds  a-year, 

he  was  to  procure  for  them  from  Mr.  A - y  a  deed  ready 

executed,  relinquishing  all  right  and  title  to  the  A - a 

estate  and  honours.  Every  thing  being  prepared  for  the 

execution  of  this  infernal  scheme,  unknown  to  Mr.  A - y, 

G — st — ey  then  thought  proper  to  send  for  him  to  town  from 
his  retirement,  in  order,  as  he  pretended,  to-execute  a  secu¬ 
rity  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds. 

This  intended  victim  to  that  villain’s  avarice  no  sooner  ar¬ 
rived  in  town,  full  of  hopes  of  money  to  carry  on  his  cause, 
and  of  agreeably  surprising  his  friend  and  protector  Mr. 

M - with  so  seasonable  and  unexpected  a  reinforcement, 

than  an  unforeseen  difficulty  arose,  concerning  the  payment 
of  G — st — ey’s  six  thousand  pound  bond.  That  money 
was  to  have  been  raised  out  of  the  estate  of  a  lunatic,  which 
could  not  be  done  without  the  leave  of  the  court  of  chan¬ 
cery,  to  whom  an  account  must  have  been  given  of  the  in¬ 
tended  application  of  it.  While  preparations  were  making 
to  rectify  this  omission,  G — st — ey  immediately  carried  Mr. 

A - y  again  into  the  country,  lest  he  should  happen  to  be 

undeceived  by  some  means  or  other. 

In  the  meantime,  tills  wicked  machination  was  providen¬ 
tially  discovered  by  Mr.  M - ,  before  it  could  be  carried 

into  execution,  by  means  of  the  jealousies  that  arose  among 
the  conspirators  themselves;  and  was,  at  the  same  time, 
confirmed  to  him  by  a  person  w horn  the  very  agent  for  the 
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A - a  parly  had  intrusted  with  the  secret.  M -  no 

sooner  detected  it,  than  he  communicated  his  discovery  to 

one  of  Mr.  A - y’s  counsel,  a  man  of  great  worth,  and 

immediately  thereOpon*took  proper  measures  to  defeat  it. 

He  then  found  means  to  lay  open  to  Mr.  A - y  himself  the 

treacherous  scheme  that  was  laid  for  his  destruction  :  he  was 
highly  sensible  of  it,  and  could  never  afterwards  reflect,  on 
the  snare  that  he  had  so  unwarily  been  drawn  into,  and  had 
so  narrowly  escaped,  without  a  mixture  of  horror,  shame, 
and  gratitude  to  his  deliverer. 

The  consummate  assurance  of  the  monsters  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  plot,  after  they  had  been  detected,  and  up¬ 
braided  with  their  treachery,  is  scarce  to  be  paralleled  ;  for 

they  not  only  owned  the  fact  of  spiriting  Mr.  A - y  away 

in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  but  justified  their  doing  it 
as  tending  to  his  service.  They  also  maintained,  that  they 
had  actually  secured  the  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  for 
him,  though  they  never  could  name  anyone  person  who  was 
to  have  advanced  the  money.  No  man  was  more  active  in 

this  scheme  than  H - n,  nor  any  man  more  solicitous  to 

keep  Mr.  A - y  up  in  the  false  impressions  he  had  receiv¬ 

ed,  or  in  projecting  methods  to  ruin  his  protector,  than  he. 

Among  many  other  expedients  for  that  purpose,  a  most 
malicious  attempt  was  made  to  lodge  an  information  against 
him,  for  treasonable  practices,  w  ith  the  secretary  of  state, 
notw  ithstanding  the  repeated  proofs  he  had  given  of  his  loy¬ 
alty  ;  and,  as  a  preparatory  step  to  his  accusation,  a  letter, 
which  this  traitor  dictated,  was  copied  by  another  person, 

and  actually  sent  to  the  earl  of  C - d,  importing,  that  the 

person  who  copied  the  letter  had  an  affair  of  consequence  to 
communicate  to  his  lordship,  if  he  would  appoint  a  time  of 
receiving  the  information.  But  that  person,  upon  full  con¬ 
viction  of  the  villany  of  the  scheme,  absolutely  refused  to 
proceed  further  in  it ;  so  that  his  malice  once  more  proved 
abortive  ;  and  before  he  had  time  to  execute  any  other  con¬ 
trivance  of  the  same  nature,  he  w  as  imprisoned  in  this  very 
jail  for  debt. 

I  lore,  finding  his  creditors  inexorable,  and  himself  dost  i- 
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lute  of  all  other  resource,  he  made  application  to  the  very 
man  whom  he  had  injured  in  such  an  outrageous  manner, 
set  forth  his  deplorable  case  in  the  most  pathetic  terms,  and 
entreated  him,  with  the  most  abject  humility,  to  use  his  in¬ 
fluence  in  his  behalf.  Thedistress  of  this  varlet  immediately 

disarmed  M -  of  his  resentment,  and  even  excited  his 

compassion.  Without  sending  any  answer  to  his  remon¬ 
strances,  he  interceded  for  him  with  his  creditors :  and  the 
person  to  whom  he  was  chiefly  indebted,  refusing  to  release 
him  without  security,  this  unwearied  benefactor  joined  with 
the  prisoner  in  a  bond  for  above  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  for  which  he  obtained  his  release. 

He  was  no  sooner  discharged,  however,  than  he  entered 
into  fresh  combinations  with  G — st — ey  and  others  in  order 
to  thwart  his  deliverer  in  his  schemes  of  raising  money,  and 
otherwise  to  distress  and  deprive  him  of  liberty ;  for  which 
purpose,  tio  art  or  industry  (perjury  not  excepted)  hath  been 
spared.  And,  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  this  perfi¬ 
dious  monster  having  found  money  to  take  up  the  bond,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  regained  his  freedom,  hath  pro¬ 
cured  a  writ  against  M - •,  upon  that  very  obligation,  and 

taken  assignments  to  some  other  debtft  of  that  gentleman^ 
with  the  same  Christian  intention.  But  hitherto  he  hath, 
with  surprising  sagacity  and  unshaken  resolution,  baffled  all 
their  infernal  contrivances,  and  retorted  some  of  their 
machinations  on  their  own  heads.  •  At  this  time,  when  he  is 
supposed  by  some,  and  represented  by  others,  as  under  the 
circumstances  of  oblivion  and  despondence,  he  proceeds 
in  his  design  with  the  utmost  calmness  and  intrepidity,  me¬ 
ditating  schemes,  and  ripening  measures,  that  will  one  day 
confound  his  enemies,  and  attract  the  notice  and  admiration 
of  mankind.’ 

Peregrine  having  thanked  the  priest  for  his  obliging  in¬ 
formation,  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  scandalous  inatten¬ 
tion  of  the  world  to  an  affair  of  such  importance ;  observing, 
that,  by  such  inhuman  neglect,  this  unfortunate  ydiung  gen¬ 
tleman,  Air.  A - y,  was  absolutely  deprived  of  all  (tie.  be¬ 

nefit  of  society  ;  the  sole  end  of  which  is,  to  protect  the 
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rights,  redress  the  grievances,  and  promote  the  happiness  of 

individuals.  As  for  the  character  of  M - ,  lie  said,  it  was 

so  romantically  singular  in  all  its  circumstances,  that  though 
other  motives  were  wanting,  curiosity  alone  would  induce 
him  to  seek  his  acquaintance  :  but  he  did  not  at  all  wonder  at 
the  ungrateful  returns  which  had  been  made  to  his  generosity 

by  II - n  and  many  others,  whom  he  had  served  in  a 

manner  that  few,  besides  himself,  Avould  have  done ;  for  he 
had  been  long  convinced  of  the  truth  conveyed  in  these 
lines  of  tlie  celebrated  Italian  author  : 

Li  btneficii,  che  per  la  loro  grandezza,  non  puonno  esser  guiderdonati,  con  la 
seek  rata  moneta  dell'  ingratiludine,  sono  pagati. 

c  The  story  which  you  have  related  of  that  young  gentle- 
tleman,’  said  he,  ‘  bears  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  the 
fate  of  a  Spanish  nobleman,  as  it  was  communicated  to  me 
by  one  of  his  own  intimate  friends  at  Paris.  The  countess 
de  Alvarez  died  immediately  after  the  birth  of  a  son,  and  the 
husband  surviving  her  but  three  years,  the  child  was  left 
sole  heir  to  the  honours  and  estate,  under  the  guardianship 
of  his  uncle,  who  had  a  small  fortune  and  a  great  many 
children.  This  inhuman  relation,  coveting  the  wealth  of 
his  infant  ward,  formed  a  design  against  the  life  of  the  help¬ 
less  orphan,  and  trusted  the  execution  of  it  to  his  valet 
de  chambre,  who  was  tempted  to  undertake  the  murder  by 
the  promise  of  a  considerable  reward.  He  accordingly 
stabbed  the  boy  with  a  knife  in  three  ditferent  places,  on  the 
right  side  of  his  neck  ;  but,  as  he  was  not  used  to  such  bar¬ 
barous  attempts,  his  hand  foiled  in  the  performance ;  and  he 
was  seized  with  such  remorse,  that,  perceiving  the  wounds 
were  not  mortal,  he  carried  the  hapless  victim  to  the  house 
of  a  surgeon,  by  whose  care  they  were  healed  :  and,  in  the 
meantime,  that  he  might  not  forfeit  his  recompence,  found 
means  to  persuade  his  employer,  that  his  orders  were  per¬ 
formed.  A  bundle  being  made  up  for  the  purpose,  was 
publicly  interred  as  the  body  of  the  child,  who  was  said  to 
have  been  suddenly  carried  off  by  a  convulsion ;  and  the 
uncle,  without  opposition,  succeeded  to  his  honours  and 
estate.  The  boy  being  cured  of  his  hurts,  was,  about  the 
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age  of  six,  delivered,  with  a  small  sum  of  money,  to  a  mer¬ 
chant  just  embarking  for  Turkey  ;  who  was  given  to  under¬ 
stand  that  he  was  the  bastard  of  a  man  of  quality  ;  and  that, 
for  family  reasons,  it  was  necessary  to  conceal  his  birth. 

4  While  the  unfortunate  orphan  remained  in  this  deplor¬ 
able  state  of  bondage,  all  the  children  of  the  usurper  died 
one  after  another  ;  and  he  himself  being  taken  dangerously 
ill,  attributed  all  his  afflictions  to  tho  just  judgment  of  God, 
and  communicated  his  anxiety  on  that  subject  to  the  valet 
de  chambre,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  murder  of  his 
nephew.  That  domestic,  in  order  to  quiet  his  master’s  con¬ 
science,  and  calm  the  perturbation  of  his  spirits,  confessed 
what  he  had  done,  and  gave  him  hopes  of  still  finding  the 
boy  by  dint  of  industry  and  expence.  The  unhappy  child 
being  the  only  hope  of  the  family  of  Alvarez,  the  uncle  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  a  minute  inquiry  to  be  set  on  foot ;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  informed,  that  the  orphan  had 
been  sold  to  a  Turk,  who  had  afterwards  transferred  him  to 
an  English  merchant,  by  whom  he  was  conveyed  to  Lon¬ 
don. 

4  An  express  was  immediately  dispatched  to  this  capital,’ 
where  he  understood  that  the  unhappy  exile  had,  in  consi¬ 
deration  of  his  faithful  services,  been  bound  apprentice  to  a 
French  barber-surgeon ;  and,  after  he  had  sufficiently  qua¬ 
lified  himself  in  that  profession,  been  received  into  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  the  count  de  Gallas,  at  that  time  the  emperor’s  am¬ 
bassador  at  the  court  of  London.  From  the  house  of  this 
hobleman  he  was  traced  into  the  service^  of  count  d’Ober- 
storf,  where  he  had  married  his  lady’s  chambermaid,  and 
then  gone  to  settle  as  a  surgeon  in  Bohemia. 

4  In  the  course  of  these  inquiries  several  years  elapsed  ;  his 
uncle,  who  was  very  much  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
lived  at  Barcelona,  where  the  father  of  the  empress  queen 
resided  in  that  city,  and  lent  him  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money  in  the  most  pressing  emergency  of  his  affairs ;  and 
when  that  prince  was  on  the  point  of  returning  to  Germany, 
the  old  count,  finding  his  end  approaching,  sent  his  father 
confessor  to  his  majesty,  with  a  circumstantial  account  of 
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the  barbarity  he  had  practised  against  his  nephew,  for  which 
he  implored  forgiveness,  and  begged  he  would  give  orders, 
that  the  orphan,  when  found,  should  inherit  the  dignities  and 
fortune  which  he  had  unjustly  usurped. 

‘  His  majesty  assured  the  old  man,  that  he  might  make 
himself  easy  on  that  score,  and  ordered  the  confessor  to  fol¬ 
low  him  to  Vienna,  immediately  after  the  count’s  death,  in 
order  to  assist  his  endeavours  in  finding  out  the  injured  heir. 
The  priest  did  not  fail  to  yield  obedience  to  this  command : 
he  informed  himself  of  certain  natural  marks  on  the  young 
count’s  body,  which  were  known  to  the  nnrse  and  women 
who  attended  him  in  his  infancy  ;  and,  with  a  gentleman 
whom  the  emperor  ordered  to  accompany  him,  set  out  for 
Bohemia,  where  he  soon  found  the  object  of  his  inquiry,  in 
the  capacity  of  major  domo  to  a  nobleman  of  that  country, 
he  having  quitted  his  profession  of  surgery  for  that  office. 

‘  He  was  not  a  little  surprised  when  he  found  himself  cir¬ 
cumstantially  catechised  about  the  particulars  of  his  life,  by 
persons  commissioned  for  that  purpose  by  the  emperor.  He 
told  them  that  he  was  absolutely  ignorant  of  his  own  birth, 
though  he  had  been  informed  during  his  residence  in  Turkey, 
that  he  was  the  bastard  of  a  Spanish  grandee,  and  gave  them 
a  minute  detail  of  the  pilgrimage  he  had  undergone.  This 
information  agreeing  with  the  intelligence  which  the  priest 
had  already  received,  and  being  corroborated  by  the  marks 
upon  his  body,  and  the  very  scars  of  the  wounds  which  had 
been  inflicted  upon  him  in  his  infancy,  the  confessor,  with¬ 
out  further  hesitation,  saluted  him  by  the  name  of  count' 
cl’Alvarez,  grandee  of  Spain,  and  explained  the  whole  mys¬ 
tery  of  his  fortune. 

‘If  he  was  agreeably  amazed  at  this  explanation,  the  case 
was  otherwise  with  his  w  ife,  who  thought  hersdf  in  great 
danger  of  being  abandoned  by  an  husband  of  such  high 
rank  ;  but  he  immediately  dispelled  her  apprehension,  by 
assuring  her,  that,  as  she  had  shared  in  his  adversity,  she 
should  also  partake  of  his  good  fortune.  He  set  out  im¬ 
mediately  for  Vienna,  to  make  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
emperor,  who  favoured  him  with  a  very  gracious  reception, 
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promised  to  use  his  influence  so  that  he  might  enjoy  the 
honours  and  estate  of  his  family,  and  in  the  meantime  ac¬ 
knowledged  himself  his  debtor  for  four  hundred  thousand 
florins,  which  he  had  borrowed  from  his  uncle.  He  threw 
himself  at  the  feet  of  his  august  protector,  expressed  the 
most  grateful  sense  of  his  goodness,  and  begged  he  might  be 
permitted  to  settle  in  some  of  his  imperial  majesty’s  domi¬ 
nions. 

‘  This  request  was  immediately  granted  ;  he  was  allowed 
to  purchase  land  in  any  part  of  tl\e  hereditary  dominions  of 
the  house  of  Austria,  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  made  choice  of  the  country  of  Ratibor  in  Sile¬ 
sia,  where,  in  all  probabity,  he  still  resides.’ 

Peregrine  had  scarce  tinished  the  narrative,  when  he  per¬ 
ceived  Mr.  M - slip  something  into  the  hand  of  the  young 

man  with  whom  he  had  been  conversing  at  the  other  end 
of  the  room,  and  rise  up  from  the  tablb  in  order  to  take  his 
leave.  He  at  once  understood  the  meaning  of  this  convey¬ 
ance,  and  longed  tor  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with 
such  a  rare  instance  of  primitive  benevolence ;  but  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  his  present  situation  hindered  him  from  making 
any  advance  that  might  be  construed  into  forwardness  or 
presumption. 


CHAPTER  XCIX. 

He  is  surprised  with  the  appearance  of  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who 
take  up  their  habitation  in  his  neighbourhood,  contrary  to  his  in¬ 
clination  and  express  desire. 

Being  now  regularly  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  the  Fleet, 
arid  reconciled  in  some  measure  to  the  customs  of  the  place, 
he  began  to  bear  the  edge  of  reflection  without  wincing ; 
arid  thinking  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  in  him  to  defer 
any  longer  the  purposes  by  which  only  he  could  enjoy  any 
east  and  satisfaction  in  his  cbiifinehiertt,  he  resolved  to  re- 
stime'kis  task  of  translating,  and  every  week  compose  an 
occasional  paper,  by  way -'of  revenge  upon  the  minister, 
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against  whom  he  had  denounced  eternal  war.  With  this 
view,  he  locked  himself  up  in  his  chamber,  and  went  to 
work  with  great  eagerness  and  application ;  when  he  was  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  ticket  porter,  who  putting  a  letter  in  his 
hand,  vanished  in  a  moment,  before  he  had  time  to  peruse 
the  contents. 

Our  hero,  opening  the  billet,  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  a  bank  note  for  fifty  pounds,  inclosed  in  a  blank  sheet 
of  paper;  and  having  exercised  his  memory  and  penetration 
on  the  subject  of  this  unexpected  windfal,  had  just  conclud¬ 
ed,  that  it  could  come  from  no  other  hand  than  the  lady 
who  had  so  kindly  visited  him  a  few  days  before,  when  his 
cars  were  suddenly  invaded  by  the  well-known  sound  of  that 
whistle  which  always  hung  abaut  the  neck  of  Pipes,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  former  occupation.  This  tune  being  per¬ 
formed,  he  heard  the  noise  of  a  wooden  leg  ascending  the 
stair :  upon  which  he  opened  his  door,  and  beheld  his 
friend  Hatchway,  with  his  old  ship-mate  at  his  back. 

After  a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  with  the  usual  saluta¬ 
tion  of — c  what  cheer,  cousin  Pickle  ?’  honest  J aek  seated  him¬ 
self  without  ceremony;  and  casting  his  eyes  around  the 
apartment, — 6  split  my  topstay-sail,’  (said  heywith  an  arch 
sneer),  c  you  have  got  into  a  snug  birth,  cousin.  Here  you 
may  sit  all  weathers,  without  beirig  turned  out  to  take  your 
watch,  and  no  fear  of  the  ship’s  dragging  her  anchor.  You 
ha’nt  much  room  to  spare,  ’tis  true :  an’  I  had  known  as 
how  you  stowed  so  close,  Tom  should  have  slung  my  own 
hammock  for  you,  and  then  you  mought  have  knocked 
clown  this  great  lubberly  hurricane  house.  But,  mayhap, 
you  turn  in  double,  and  so  you  don’t  choose  to  trust  your¬ 
self  and  your  doxy  to  a  clew  and  canvass.’ 

Pickle  bore  his  jokes  with  great  good  humour,  rallied  him 
in  his  turn  about  the  dairy-maid  at  the  garrison,  inquiring 
about  his  friends  in  the  country,  asked  if  he  had  been  to 
visit  his  niece,  and,  finally,  expressed  a  desire  of  knowing 
the  cause  of  his  journey  to  London  ?  The  lieutenant  satisfied 
his  curiosity  in  all  these  particulars  ;  and,  in  answer  to  the 
last  question,  observed,  that,  from  the  information  of  Pipes, 
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understanding  he  was  land-locked,  he  had  come  from  the 
country  in  order  to  tow  him  into  the  oiling.  4  I  know  not 
how  the  winds  sits,’  said  he,  4  but  if  so  be  as  three  thousand 
pounds  will  bring  you  clear  of  the  cape,  say  the  word  f  and 
you  sha’n’t  lie  wind-bound  another  glass  for  want  of  the 
money.’ 

This  was  an  offer  which  few  people  in  our  hero’s  situation 
would  have  altogether  refused,  especially  as  he  had  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  believe,  that,  far  from  being  a  vain 
unmeaning  compliment,  it  was  the  genuine  tribute  of  friend¬ 
ship,  which  the  lieutenant  would  have  willingly,  aye,  and 
with  pleasure,  paid.  Nevertheless,  Peregrine  peremptorily 
refused  his  assistance,  though  not  without  expressing  himself 
in  terms  of  acknowledgment  suitable  to  the  occasion.  He 
told  him,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  make  use  of  his  gene¬ 
rosity,  when  he  should  find  himself  destitute  of  all  other  re¬ 
source.  Jack  employed  all  his  rhetoric,  with  a  view  of  per¬ 
suading  him  to  take  this  opportunity  to  procure  his  own  en¬ 
largement  ;  and  finding  his  arguments  ineffectual,  insisted 
upon  his  accepting  an  immediate  supply  for  his  necessary 
occasions ;  swearing,  with  great  vehemence,  that  he  would 
never  return  to  the  garrison,  unless  he  would  put  him  upon 
the  footing  of  any  other  tenant,  and  receive  his  rent  accord- 
ingly. 

Our  young  gentleman  as  positively  swore,  that  he  never 
would  consider  him  in  that  light ;  remonstrating,  that  he 
had  long  ago  settled  the  house  upon  him  for  life,  as  a  pledge 
of  his  own  esteem,  as  well,  as  in  conformity  with  the  com¬ 
modore’s  desire  ;  and  beseeching  him  to  return  to  his  usual 
avocations,  protested,  that,  if  ever  his  situation  should  sub¬ 
ject  him  to  the  necessity  of  borrowing  from  his  friends,  Mr. 
Hatchway  should  be  the  first  man  to  whom  he  would  apply 
for  succour.  To  convince  him  that  this  was  not  the  case  at 
present,  he  produced  the  bank  note  which  he  had  received 
in  the  letter,  together  with  his  own  ready  money  ;  and  men¬ 
tioned  some  other  funds,  which  he  invented  extempore,  in  or¬ 
der  to  amuse  the  lieutenant’s  concern.  In  the  close  of  this 
expostulation,  he  desired  Pipes  to  conduct  Mr.  Hatchway 
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to  the  coffeehouse,  where  he  might  amuse  himself  with  the 
newspaper  for  half  au  hour ;  during  which  he  would  put 
on  his  clothes,  and  bespeak  something  for  dinner,  that  they 
might  enjoy  each  other’s  company  as  long  as  his  occasions 
would  permit  him  to  stay  in  that  place. 

The  two  sailors  were  no  sooner  gone,  than  lie  took  up  the 
pen,  and  wrote  the  following  letter,  in  which  he  inclosed 
the  bank  note  to  his  generous  benefactress. 

‘  Madam — Your  humanity  is  not  more  ingenious  than  my  sus¬ 
picion.  In  vain  you  attempt  to  impofe  upon  me  by  an  act  of 
generosity, which  no  person  upon  earth  but  your  ladyship  is  capable 
of  committing.  Though  your  name  was  not  subscribed  on  the 
paper,  your  sentiments  were  fully  displayed  in  the  contents,  which 
I  must  beg  leave  to  restore,  with  the  same  sense  of  gratitude,  and 
for  the  same  reasons,  I  expressed  when  last  I  had  the  honour  to 
converse  with  you  upon  this  subject.  Though  I  am  deprived  of 
jny  liberty  by  the  villany  and  ingratitude  of  mankind,  I  am  not 
yet  destitute  of  the  other  con veniencies  of  life;  and  therefore  beg 
to  be  excused  for  incurring  an  unnecessary  addition  to  that  load 
of  obligation  you  have  already  laid  upon,  madam,  your  ladyship’s 
most  devoted  humble  servant,  peregrine  pickle.’ 

Having  dressed  himself,  and  repaired  to  the  place  of  ap¬ 
pointment,  he  dispatched  this  epistle  by  the  hands  of  Pipes, 
who  was  ordered  to  leave  it  at  her  ladyship’s  house,  without 
staying  for  an  answer  ;  and  in  the  meantime  gave  directions 
for  dinner,  which  he  and  his  friend  Hatchway  ate  very  cheer¬ 
fully  in  his  own  apartment,  after  he  had  entertained  him 
with  a  sight  of  all  the  curiosities  in  the  place.  During  their 
repast,  Jack  repeated  his  kind  offers  to  our  adventurer,  who 
declined  them  with  his  former  obstinacy,  and  begged  he 
might  be  no  more  importuned  on  that  subject :  but,,  if  he 
insisted  upon  giving  some  fresh  proofs  of  his  friendship,  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  it  in  taking  Pipes 
under  his  care  and  protection  :  for  nothing  affected  him  so 
much  as  his  inability  to  provide  for  such  a  faithful  adherent. 

The  lieutenant  desired  he  would  give  himself  no  trouble 
upon  that  score;  lie  being,  of  his  own  accord,  perfectly  well 
disposed  to  befriend  his  old  ship-mate,  who  should  never 
w  ant  while  he  had  a  shilling  to  spare.  But  he  began  to 
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drop  some  hints  of  an  intention  to  fix  his  quarters  in  the 
Fleet,  observing,  that  the  air  seemed  to  be  very  good  in  that 
place,  and  that  he  was  tired  of  living  in  the  country.  What 
he  said  did  not  amount  to  a  plain  declaration,  and  therefore 
Peregrine  did  not  answer  it  as  such,  though  he  perceived  his 
drift ;  and  took  an  opportunity  of  describing  the  inconve- 
niencies  of  the  place,  in  such  a  manner  as,  he  hoped,  would 
deter  him  from  putting  such  an  extravagant  plan  in  execu¬ 
tion. 

This  expedient,  however,  far  from  answering  the  end 
proposed,  had  a  quite  contrary  effect,  and  furnished  Hatch¬ 
way  with  an  argument  against  his  own  unwillingness  to  quit 
such  a  disagreeable  place.  In  all  probability,  Jack  would 
have  been  more  explicit  with  regard  to  the  scheme  he  had 
proposed,  if  the  conversation  had  not  been  interrupted  by 
the  arrival  of  Cadwallader,  who  never  failed  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  diurnal  visit.  Hatchway,  conjecturing  that  this 
stranger  might  have  some  private  business  with  his  friend, 
quitted  the  apartment,  on  pretence  of  taking  a  turn :  and 
meeting  Pipes  at  the  door,  desired  his  company  to  the  Bare, 
by  which  name  the  open  space  is  distinguished ;  where, 
during  a  course  of  perambulation,  these  two  companions  held 
a  council  upon  Pickle  ;  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  de¬ 
termined,  since  he  obstinately  persisted  to  refuse  their  assist¬ 
ance,  that  they  should  take  lodgings  in  his  neighbourhood, 
with  a  view  of  being  at  hand  to  minister  unto  his  occasions, 
in  spite  of  his  false  delicacy,  according  to  the  emergency  of 
his  affairs. 

This  resolution  being  taken,  they  consulted  the  barkeeper 
of  the  coffeehouse  about  lodging,  and  she  directed  them  to 
the  warden  ;  to  whom  the  lieutenant;  in  his  great  wisdom, 
represented  himself  as  a  kinsman  to  Peregrine,  who,  rather 
than  leave  that  young  gentleman  by  himself  to  the  unavoid¬ 
able  discomforts  of  a  prison,  was  inclined  to  keep  him  com¬ 
pany,  till  such  time  as  his  affairs  could  be  put  in  order. 
This  measure  he  the  more  anxiously  desired  to  take,  because 
the  prisoner  was  sometimes  subject  to  a  disordered  imagina¬ 
tion,  upon  which  occasion  he  stood  in  need  of  extraordinary 
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attendance ;  and  therefore  he  (the  lieutenant)  entreated  the 
warden  to  acconjjnpdate  him  with  a  lodging  for  himself  and 
his  servant,  for  which  he  was  ready  to  make  any  reasonable 
acknowledgement.  The  warden,  who  was  a  sensible  and 
humane  man,  could  not  help  applauding  his  resolution ; 
and  several  rooms  being  at  that  time  unoccupied,  he  put 
him  immediately  in  possession  of  a  couple,  which  were  forth¬ 
with  prepared  for  his  reception. 

This  affair  being  settled  to  his  satisfaction,  he  dispatched 
Pipes  for  his  portmanteau ;  and,  returning  to  the  coffeehouse, 
found  Peregrine,  with  whom  he  spent  the  remaining  part  of 
the  evening.  Our  hero,  taking  it  for  granted  that  he  pro¬ 
posed  to  set  out  for  the  garrison  next  day,  wrote  a  memo¬ 
randum  of  some  books  which  he  had  left  in  that  habitation, 
and  which  he  now  desired  Jack  to  send  up  to  town  by  the 
"waggon,  directed  for  Mr.  Crabtree.  He  cautioned  him 
against  giving  the  least  hint  of  his  misfortune  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  that  it  might  remain  as  long  as  possible  conceal¬ 
ed  from  the  knowledge  of  his  sister  (who,  he  knew,  would 
afflict  herself  immoderately  at  the  news),  nor  reach  the  ears 
of  the  rest  of  his  family,  who  would  exult  and  triumph  over 
his  distress. 

Hatchway  listened  to  his  injunctions  with  great  attention, 
and  promised  to  demean  himself  accordingly  :  then  the  dis¬ 
course  shifted  to  an  agreeable  recapitulation  of  the  merry 
scenes  they  had  formerly  acted  together:  and  the  evening 
being  pretty  far  advanced,  Peregrine,  with  seeming  reluct¬ 
ance,  told  him  that  (he  gates  of  the  Fleet  would  in  a  few 
minutes  be  shut  for  the  night,  and  that  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  for  his  withdrawing  to  his  lodging.  Jack  replied, 
that  he  could  not  think  of  parting  with  him  so  soon,  after 
such  a  long  separation  ;  and  that  he  was  determined  to  stay 
with  him  an  hour  or  two  longer,  if  he  should  be  obliged  to 
take  up  his  lodging  in  the  streets.  Pickle,  rather  than  dis¬ 
oblige  his  guest,  indulged  him  in  his  desire,  and  resolved  to 
give  him  a  share  of  his  own  bed.  A  pair  of  chickens  and 
’sparagus  were  bespoke  for  supper,  at  which  Pipes  attended 
with  an  air  pf  internal  satisfaction ;  and  the  bottle  was  baq- 
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died  about  in  a  jovial  manner  till  midnight,  -when  the  lieu¬ 
tenant  rose  up  to  take  his  leave,  observing,  that,  being  fa¬ 
tigued  with  riding,  he  was  inclined  to  turn  in.  Pipes,  upon 
this  intimation,  produced  a  lanthorn  ready  lighted;  and 
Jack,  shaking  his  entertainer  by  the  hand,  wished  him  good 
night,  and  promised  to  visit  him  again  betimes  in  the  morn¬ 
ing. 

Peregrine,  imagining  that  his  behaviour  proceeded  from 
the  wine,  which  he  had  plentifully  drank,  told  him,  thal, 
if  he  was  disposed  to  sleep,  his  bed  was  ready  prepared  in 
the  room,  and  ordered  his  attendant  to  undress  his  master ; 
upon  which  Mr.  Hatchway  gave  him  to  understand,  that 
he  had  no  occasion  to  incommode  his  friend,  having  already 
provided  a  lodging  for  himself ;  and  the  young  gentleman 
demanding  an  explanation,  he  frankly  owned  what  he  had 
done,  saying,. — ‘  you  gave  me  such  a  dismal  account  of  the 
place,  that  I  could  not  think  of  leaving  you  in  it  without 
company.’  Our  yorwig  gentleman,  who  was  naturally  im¬ 
patient  of  benefits,  and  foresaw  that  this  uncommon  instance 
of  Hatchway’s  friendship  would  encroach  upon  the  plan 
which  he  had  formed  for  his  own  subsistence,  by  engrossing 
his  time  and  attention,  so  as  that  he  should  not  be  able  to 
prosecute  his  labours,  closeted  the  lieutenant  next  day,  and 
demonstrated  to  him  the  folly  and  ill  consequences  of  the 
step  he  had  taken.  He  observed,  that  the  world  in  general 
would  look  upon  it  as  the  effect  of  mere  madness;  and,  if 
his  relations  were  so  disposed,  they  might  make  it  the  found¬ 
ation  for  a  statute  of  lunacy  against  him  ;  that  his  absence 
from  the  garrison  must  be  a  very  great  detriment  to  his 
private  affairs  ;  and,  lastly,  that  his  presence  in  the  Fleet 
would  be  a  very  great  hinderance  to  Pickle  himself,  whose 
hope  of  regaining  his  liberty  altogether  depended  upon  his 
being  detached  from  all  company  and  interruption. 

To  these  remonstrances  Jack  replied,  that,  as  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  world,  it  was  no  more  to  him  than  a  rotten  nett- 
line  ;  and  if  his  relations  had  a  mind  to  have  his  upper  works 
condemned,  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  should  be  able  to  stand 
the  survey,  without  being  declared  unfit  for  service ;  that 
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be  bad  no  affairs  at  the  garrison,  but  such  as  would  keep 
cold  ;  and  with  regard  to  Pickle’s  being  interrupted  by  his 
presence,  be  gave  him  his  word,  that  he  would  never  come 
along-side  of  him,  except  when  he  should  give  him  the  sig¬ 
nal  for  bolding  discourse.  In  conclusion,  he  signified  his 
resolution  to  stay  where  was,  at  all  events,  without  making 
himself  accountable  to  any  person  whatsoever. 

Peregrine  seeing  him  determined,  desisted  from  any  fur¬ 
ther  importunity  ;  resolving,  however,  to  tire  him  out  of  his 
plan  by  reserve  and  supercilious  neglect ;  for  he  could  not 
bear  the  thought  of  being  so  notoriously  obliged  by  any  per¬ 
son  upon  earth.  With  this  view  he  quitted  the  lieutenant, 
upon  some  slight  pretence  ;  after  having  told  him,  that  he 
could  not  have  the  pleasure  of  his  company  at  dinner,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  engaged  with  a  particular  club  of  his  fellow- 
prisoners. 

Jack  was  a  stranger  to  the  punctilios  of  behaviour,  and 
therefore  did  not  take  this  declaration  amiss  ;  but  had  imme¬ 
diate  recourse  to  the  advice  of  his  counsellor  Mr.  Pipes,  who 
proposed,  that  he  should  go  to  the  coffeehouse  and  kitchen, 
and  give  the  people  to  understand  that  he  would  pay  for  all 
such  liquor  and  provisions  as  Mr.  Pickle  should  order  to  be 
sent  to  his  own  lodging.  This  expedient  was  immediately 
practised  ;  and  as  there  was  no  credit  in  the  place,  Hatch¬ 
way  deposited  a  sum  of  money,  by  way  of  security,  to  the 
cook  and  the  vintner,  intimating,  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  taking  that  method  of  befriending  his  cousin  Peregrine, 
who  was  subject  to  strange  whims,  that  rendered  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  serve  him  any  other  way. 

I ii  consequence  of  these  insinuations,  it  was  that  same  day 
rumoured  about  the  Fleet,  that  Mr.  Pickle  was  an  unhappy 
gentleman  disordered  in  his  understanding,  and  that  the 
lieutenant  was  his  near  relation,  who  had  subjected  himself 
to  the  inconvenience  of  living  in  a  jail,  with  the  sole  view  of 
keeping  a  strict  eye  over  his  conduct.  This  report,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  reach  the  ears  of  our  hero  till  the  next  day, 
when  he  sent  one  of  the  runners  of  the  Fleet,  who  attended 
him,  to  bespeak  and  pay  for  a  couple  of  pullets,  and  some- 
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thing  else  for  dinner,  to  'which  he  had  already  invited  his 
friend  Hatchway,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  persuade  him  to 
retire  into  the  country,  after  he  had  undergone  a  whole  day’s 
mortification  in  the  place.  The  messenger  returned  with  an 
assurance,  that  the  dinner  should  be  made  ready  according 
to  his  directions,  and  restored  the  money,  observing,  that 
his  kinsman  had  paid  for  what  was  bespoke. 

Peregrine  was  equally  surprised  and  disgusted  at  this  in¬ 
formation,  and  resolved  to  chide  the  lieutenant  severely  for 
his  unseasonable  treat,  which  he  considered  as  a  thing  re¬ 
pugnant  to  his  reputation.  Meanwhile,  he  dispatched  his 
attendant  for  wine  to  the  coffeehouse,  and  finding  his  credit 
bolstered  up  in  that  place  by  the  same  means,  was  enraged 
at  the  presumption  of  Jack’s  friendship.  He  questioned  the 
valet  about  it  with  such  manifestation  of  displeasure,  that  the 
fellow,  afraid  of  disobliging  such  a  good  master,  frankly 
communicated  the  story  which  was  circulated  at  his  expence. 
The  young  gentleman  was  so  much  incensed  at  this  piece  of 
intelligence,  that  he  wrote  a  bitter  expostulation  to  the 
lieutenant,  where  he  not  only  retracted  his  invitation,  but 
declared  that  he  would  never  converse  with  him  while  he 
should  remain  within  the  place. 

Having  thus  obeyed  the  dictates  of  his  anger,  he  gave 
notice  to  the  cook,  that  he  should  not  have  occasion  for  what 
was  ordered.  Repairing  to  the  coffeehouse,  he  told  the  land¬ 
lord,  that  whereas  he  understood  the  stranger  with  the  wooden 
leg  had  prepossessed  him  and  others  with  ridiculous  notions, 
tending  to  bring  the  sanity  of  his  intellects  in  question,  and, 
to  confirm  this  imputation,  had,  under  the  pretence  of  con¬ 
sanguinity,  undertaken  to  defray  his  expences  ;  lie  could 
not  help  (in  justice  to  himself)  declaring,  that  the  same  per¬ 
son  was,  in  reality,  the  madman,  who  had  given  his  keep¬ 
ers  the  slip  ;  that,  therefore,  he  (the  landlord)  would  not 
find  his  account  in  complying  with  his  orders,  and  encou¬ 
raging  him  to  frequent  his  house;  and  that,  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  never  enter  the  door,  or  favour  him  with  the 
least  trifle  of  his  custom,  if  ever  he  should  for  the  future  find 
himself  anticipated  in  his  payments  by  that  unhappy  lunatic. 
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The  vintner  was  confounded  at  this  retorted  charge ;  and, 
after  much  perplexity  and  deliberation,  concluded,  that 
both  parties  were  distracted ;  the  stranger  in  paying  a  man’s 
debts  against  his  will,  and  Pickle,  in  being  offended  at  such 
forwardness  of  friendship. 


CHAPTER  C. 

These  associates  commit  an  assault  upon  Craltree,  for  which  they 
are  lavished,  from  the  Fleet.  Peregrine  begins  to  feel  the  effects 
of  confinement. 

Our  adventurer  having  dined  at  an  ordinary,  and  in  the 
afternoon  retired  to  his  own  apartment,  as  usual,  with  his 
friend  Cadwallader,  Hatchway  and  his  associate,  after  they 
had  been  obliged  to  discuss  the  provision  for  which  they  had 
paid,  renewed  their  conference  upon  the  old  subject.  Pipes 
giving  his  messmate  to  understand,  that  Peregrine’s  chief 
confidant  was  the  old  deaf  bachelor,  whom  he  had  seen  at 
his  lodging  the  preceding  day,  Mr.  Hatchway,  in  his  great 
penetration,  discovered,  that  the  young  gentleman’s  obsti¬ 
nacy  proceeded  from  the  advice  of  the  misanthrope,  whom, 
for  that  reason,  it  was  their  business  to  chastise.  Pipes  en¬ 
tered  into  this  opinion  the  more  willingly,  as  he  had  all 
along  Relieved  the  senior  to  be  a  sort  of  wizzard,  or  some 
caco-detnon,  whom  it  was  not  very  creditable  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with.  Indeed,  he  had  been  inspired  with  this  notion  by 
the  insinuations  of  Hadgi,  who  had  formerly  dropped  some 
hints  touching  Crabtree’s  profound  knowledge  in  the  magic 
art ;  mentioning,  in  particular,  his  being  possessed  of  the 
philosopher’s  stone  ;  an  assertion  to  which  Tom  had  given 
implicit  credit,  until  his  master  was  sent  to  prison  for  debt, 
when  he  could  no  longer  suppose  Cadwallader  lord  of  such 
a  valuable  secret,  or  else  he  would  have  certainly  procured 
the  enlargement  of  his  most  intimate  friend. 

With  these  sentiments,  he  espoused  the  resentment  of 
Hatchway.  They  determined  to  seize  the  supposed  conjur- 
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er,  with  the  first  opportunity,  on  his  return  from  his  visit  to 
Peregrine,  and,  without  hesitation,  exercise  upon  him  the 
discipline  of  the  pump.  This  plan  they  woukfhave  execut¬ 
ed  that  same  evening,  had  not  the  misanthrope  luckily  with¬ 
drawn  himself,  by  accident,  before  it  was  dark,  and  jeven 
before  they  had  intelligence  of  his  retreat.  But,  next  day, 
they  kept  themselves  upon  the  watch  till  he  appeared,  and 
Pipes  lifting  his  hat,  as  Crabtree  passed, — 4  O  damn  ye,  old 
4  dunny,’  said  he,  4  you  and  I  must  grapple  by  and  by ; 
and  a’gad  I  shall  lie  so  near  your  quarter,  that  your  ear  ports 
will  let  in  the  sound,  tho’f  they  are  doubled  caulked  with 
oakum.’ 

The  misanthrope’s  cars  were  not  quite  so  fast  closed,  but 
that  they  received  this  intimation  ;  which,  though  delivered 
in  terms  that  he  did  not  well  understand,  had  such  an  effect 
upon  his  apprehension,  that  he  signified  his  doubts  to  Pere¬ 
grine,  observing,  that  he  did  not  much  like  the  looks  of  that 
same  ruffian  with  the  wooden  leg.  Pickle  assured  him,  he 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  two  sailors,  who  could  have  no 
cause  of  resentment  against  him  ;  or,  if  they  had,  would  not 
venture  to  take  any  step,  which  they  knew  must  block  up 
all  the  avenues  to  that  reconcilement,  about  which  they  were 
so  anxious  ;  and,  moreover,  give  such  offence  to  the  govern¬ 
or  of  the  place  as  would  infallibly  induce  him  to  expel  them 
both  from  his  territories. 

Notwithstanding  this  assurance,  the  young  gentleman  was 
not  so  confident  of  the  lieutenant’s  discretion,  as  to  believe 
that  Crabtree’s  fears  were  altogether  without  foundation ; 
he  forthwith  conjectured  that  Jack  had  taken  umbrage  at  an 
intimacy  from  w'hicli  he  found  himself  excluded,  and  im¬ 
puted  his  disgrace  to  the  insinuations  of  Cadwallader,  whom, 
in  all  likelihood,  he  intended  to  punish  for  his  supposed  ad¬ 
vice.  He  knew  his  friend  could  sustain  no  great  damage 
from  the  lieutenant’s  resentment,  in  a  place  which  he  could 
immediately  alarm  with  his  cries,  and  therefore  wished  he 
might  fall  into  the  snare,  because  it  would  furnish  him  with 
R  pretence  of  complaint;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  sail¬ 
ors  would  be  obliged  to  shift  their  quarters,  so  as  that  he 
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should  be  rid  of  their  company,  in  which  he  at  present  could 
find  no  enjoyment. 

Every  thing  happened  as  he  had  foreseen ;  the  misan¬ 
thrope,  in  his  retreat  from  Peregrine’s  chamber,  was  assault¬ 
ed  by  Hatchway  and  his  associate,  who  seized  him  by  the 
collar  without  ceremony,  and  began  to  drag  him  towards  the 
pump,  at  which  they  would  have  certainly  complimented 
him  with  a  very  disagreeable  bath,  had  not  he  exalted  his 
voice  in  such  a  manner,  as  in  a  moment  brought  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  Pickle  himself,  to  his  aid.  The  as¬ 
sailants  would  have  persisted  in  their  design,  had  the  op¬ 
position  been  such  as  they  could  have  faced  with  any  pos¬ 
sibility  of  success  :  nor  did  they  quit  their  prey,  before  a 
dozen,  at  least,  had  come  to  his  rescue,  aud  Peregrine,  with 
a  menacing  aspect  and  air  of  authority,  commanded  his  old 
valet  to  withdraw  :  then  they  thought  proper  to  sheer  off, 
and  betake  themselves  to  close  quarters,  while  our  hero  ac¬ 
companied  the  affrighted  Cadwallader  to  the  gate,  and  ex¬ 
hibited  to  the  warden  a  formal  complaint  against  the  rioters, 
upon  whom  he  retorted  the  charge  of  lunacy,  which  was 
supported  by  the  evidence  of  twenty  persons,  who  had  been 
eye-witnesses  of  the  outrage  committed  against  the  old  gentle¬ 
man. 

The  governor,  in  consequence  of  this  information,  sent  a 
message  to  Mr.  Hatchway,  warning  him  to  move  his  lodg¬ 
ings  next  day,  on  pain  of  being  expelled.  The  lieutenant 
contumaciously  refusing  to  comply  with  this  intimation,  was 
in  the  morning,  while  he  amused  himself  in  walking  upon 
the  Bare,  suddenly  surrounded  by  the  constables  of  the  court, 
who  took  him  anil  his  adherent  prisoners,  before  they  were 
aware,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the  turnkeys, 
by  whom  they  were  immediately  dismissed,  and  their  bag¬ 
gage  conveyed  to  the  side  of  the  ditch. 

This  expulsion  was  not  performed  without  an  obstinate 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  delinquents,  who,  had  they  not 
been  surprised,  would  have  set  the  whole  Fleet  at  defiance, 
and,  in  all  probability,  have  acted  divers  tragedies,  before 
they  could  have  been  overpowered.  Things  being  circumt 
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stanced  as  they  were,  the  lieutenant  did  not  part  with  his 
conductor,  without  tweaking  his  nose,  by  way  of  farewell ; 
and  Pipes,  in  imitation  of  such  a  laudable  example,  com¬ 
municated  a  token  of  remembrance,  in  an  application  to  the 
sole  eye  of  his  attendant,  who,  scorning  to  be  outdone  in 
this  kind  of  courtesey,  returned  the  compliment  with  such 
good  will,  that  Tom’s  organ  performed  the  office  of  a  mul¬ 
tiplying  glass.  These  were  mutual  hints  for  stripping ; 
and  accordingly  each  was  naked  from  the  waist  upwards  in 
a  trice.  A  ring  of  butchers  from  the  market  was  immediate¬ 
ly  formed  ;  a  couple  of  the  reverend  tlamens,  who,  in  morn¬ 
ing  gowns,  ply  for  marriages  in  that  quarter  of  the  town,  con¬ 
stituted  themselves  seconds  and  umpires  of  the  approaching 
contest,  and  the  battle  began  without  further  preparation. 
The  combatants  were,  in  point  of  strength  and  agility,  pretty 
equally  matched  ;  but  the  jailor  had  been  regularly  trained 
to  the  art  of  bruising :  he  had  more  than  once  signalized  him-: 
self  in  public,  by  his  prowess  and  skill  in  this  exercise,  and 
lost  one  eye  upon  the  stage  in  the  course  of  his  exploits. 
This  was  a  misfortune  of  which  Pipes  did  not  fail  to  take 
the  advantage :  he  had  already  sustained  several  hard  knocks 
upon  his  temples  and  jaws,  and  found  it  impracticable  to 
smite  his  antagonist  upon  the  victualling  office,  so  dexter¬ 
ously  was  it  defended  against  assault.  He  then  changed  his 
battery,  and  being  ambi-dexter,  raised  such  a  clatter  upon 
the  turnkey’s  blind  side,  that  this  hero,  believing  him  left- 
handed,  converted  his  attention  that  way,  and  opposed  the 
unenlightened  side  of  his  face  to  the  right  hand  of  Pipes,  which 
being  thus  unprovided  against,  slily  bestowed  upon  him  a 
peg  under  the  fifth  rib,  that  in  an  instant  laid  him  senseless 
on  the  pavement,  at  the  feet  of  his  conqueror.  Pipes  was 
congratulated  upon  his  victory,  not  only  by  his  friend  Hatch¬ 
way,  but  also  by  all  the  bye  standers,  particularly  the  priest 
who  had  espoused  his  cause,  and  now  invited  the  strangers 
to  his  lodgings  in  a  neighbouring  alehouse,  w  here  they  were 
entertained  so  much  to  their  liking,  that  they  determined  to 
seek  no  other  habitation  while  they  should  continue  in  town ; 
and.  notwithstanding  the  disgrace  and  discouragement  they 
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had  met  will),  in  their  endeavours  to  serve  our  adventurer, 
they  were  still  resolved  to  persevere  in  their  good  ollices,  or, 
in  the  vulgar  phrase,  to  see  him  out. 

While  they  settled  themselves  in  this  manner,  and  acquir¬ 
ed  familiar  connections  round  all  the  purlieus  of  the  ditch, 
Peregrine  found  himself  deprived  of  the  company  of  Cad- 
wallader,  who  signified,  by  letter,  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
hazard  his  person  again  in  visiting  him,  while  such  assassins 
occupied  the  avenues  through  which  he  must  pass  ;  for  he 
had  been  at  pains  to  inquire  into  the  motions  of  the  seamen, 
and  informed  himself  exactly  of  the  harbour  in  which  they 
were  moored. 

Our  hero  had  been  so  much  accustomed  to  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  Crabtree,  which  was  altogether  suitable  to  the  singu¬ 
larity  of  his  own  disposition,  that  he  could  very  ill  aflord  to 
be  debarred  of  it  at  this  juncture,  when  almost  every  other 
source  of  enjoyment  was  stopped.  He  was,  however,  ob¬ 
liged  to  submit  to  the  hardships  of  his  situation ;  and  as  the 
characters  of  his  fellow-prisoners  did  not  at  all  improve  up¬ 
on  him,  he  was  compelled  to  seek  for  satisfactioh  within  him¬ 
self.  Not  but  that  he  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  some  people  who  neither  wanted  sense,  nor  were  defi¬ 
cient  in  point  of  principle  ;  yet  there  appeared  in  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  them  all,  without  exception,  a  certain  want  of 
decorum,  a  squalor  of  sentiment,  a  sort  of  jailish  cast  con¬ 
tracted  in  the  course  of  confinement,  which  disgusted  the  de¬ 
licacy  of  our  hero’s  observation.  He  therefore  detached  him¬ 
self  from  their  parties  as  much  as  he  could,  without  giving- 
offence  to  those  among  whom  he  was  obliged  to  live,  and 
resumed  his  labours  with  incredible  eagerness  and  persever¬ 
ance,  his  spirits  being  supported  by  the  success  of  some  severe 
philippics,  which  he  occasionally  published  against  the  author 
of  his  misfortune. 

Nor  was  his  humanity  unemployed  in  the  vacations  of  his 
reveDge.  A  man  must  be  void  of  all  sympathy  and  com¬ 
passion,  who  can  reside-  among  so  many  miserable  objects, 
without  leeling  an  inclination  to  relieve  their  distress.  Every 
day  almost  presented  to  his  view  such  lamentable  scenes  as 
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were  most  likely  to  attract  his  notice,  and  engage  his  bene¬ 
volence.  Reverses  of  fortune,  attended  with  the  most  de¬ 
plorable  circumstances  of  domestic  woe,  were  continually 
intruding  upon  his  acquaintance ;  his  ears  were  invaded  with 
the  cries  of  the  hapless  wife,  who,  from  the  enjoyment  of 
affluence  and  pleasure,  was  forced  to  follow  her  husband  to 
this  abode  of  wretchedness  and  want ;  his  eyes  were  every 
minute  assailed  with  the  naked  and  meagre  appearances  of 
hunger  and  cold  ;  and  his  fancy  teemed  with  a  thousand  ag¬ 
gravations  of  their  misery. 

Thus  situated,  his  purse  was  never  shut  while  his  heart 
remained  open.  .Without  reflecting  upon  the  slenderness  of 
his  store,  he  exercised  his  charity  to  all  the  children  of  dis¬ 
tress,  and  acquired  a  popularity,  which,  though  pleasing, 
was  far  from  being  profitable.  In  short,  his  bounty  kept 
no  pace  with  his  circumstances,  and  in  a  little  time  lie  was 
utterly  exhausted.  He  had  recourse  to  his  bookseller,  from 
whom,  with  great  difficulty,  he  obtained  a  small  reinforce¬ 
ment,  and  immediately  relapsed  into  the  same  want  of  re¬ 
tention.  He  was  conscious  of  his  infirmity,  and  found  it 
incurable  :  he  foresaw  that  by  his  own  industry  he  should 
never  be  able  to  defray  the  expence  of  these  occasions ;  and 
this  reflection  sunk  deep  into  his  mind.  The  approbation 
of  the  public,  which  he  had  earned  or  might  acquire,  like 
a  cordial  often  repeated,  began  to  lose  its  effect  upon  his 
imagination ;  his  health  suffered  by  his  sedentary  life  and 
austere  application  ;  his  eyesight  failed,  his  appetite  forsook 
him,  his  spirits  decayed ;  so  that  he  became  melancholy, 
listless,  and  altogether  incapable  of  prosecuting  the  only 
means  he  had  left  for  his  subsistence  ;  and  (what  did  not  at 
all  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  these  particulars)  he  was 
given  to  understand  by  his  lawyer,  that  he  had  lost  his  cause, 
and  was  condemned  in  costs.  Even  this  was  not  the  most 
mortifying  piece  of  intelligence  he  received  ;  he  at  the  same 
time  learned  that  his  bookseller  was  bankrupt,  and  his  friend 
Crabtree  at  the  point  of  death. 

These  were  comfortable  considerations  to  a  jmuth  of  Pere¬ 
grine’s  disposition,  which  was  so  capricious,  that  the  more 
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his  misery  increased,  the  more  haughty  and  inflexible  he 
became.  Rather  than  be  beholden  to  Hatchway,  who  still 
hovered  about  the  gate,  eager  for  an  opportunity  to  assist 
him,  he  chose  to  undergo  the  want  of  almost  every  conve¬ 
nience  of  life,  and  actually  pledged  his  wearing  apparel  to  an 
Irish  pawnbroker  in  the  Fleet,  for  money  to  purchase  those 
things,  without  which  lie  must  have  absolutely  perished  i 
He  was  gradually  irritated  by  his  misfortunes  into  a  rancor¬ 
ous  resentment  against  mankind  in  general,  and  his  heart  so 
alienated  from  the  enjoyments  of  life,  that  he  did  not  care 
how  soon  he  quitted  his  miserable  existence.  Though  he  had 
shocking  examples  of  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  continually 
before  his  eyes,  he  could  never  he  reconciled  to  the  idea  of 
living  like  his  fellow-sufferers,  in  the  most  abject  degree  of 
dependence.  If  he  refused  to  accept  of  favours  from  his  own 
allies  and  intimate  friends,  whom  he  had  formerly  obliged, 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  he  would  listen  to  proposals 
of  that  kind  from  any  of  his  fellow-prisoners,  with  whom  he 
had  contracted  acquaintance :  he  was  even  more  cautious 
than  ever  of  incurring  obligations ;  he  now  shunned  his  form¬ 
er  messmates,  in  order  to  avoid  disagreeable  tenders  of  friend¬ 
ship.  Imagining  that  he  perceived  an  inclination  in  the 
clergyman  to  learn  the  state  of  his  finances,  he  discouraged 
and  declined  the  explanation,  and  at  length  secluded  him¬ 
self  from  all  society. 


CHAPTER  Cl. 

He  receives  an  unexpected  visit ;  and  the  clouds  of  misfortune  legin 

to  separate. 

While  he  pined  in  this  forlorn  condition,  with  an  equal 
abhorrence  of  the  world  and  himself,  Captain  Gauntlet  ar¬ 
rived  in  town  in  order  to  employ  his  interest  for  promotion 
in  the  army;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  wife’s  particular 
desire,  made  it  his  business  to  inquire  for  Peregrine,  to  whom 
he  longed  to  be  reconciled,  even  though  at  the  expence  of  a 
slight  submission.  But  he  could  hear  no  tidings  of  him,  at 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


361 


the  place  to  which  he  was  directed  ;  and,  on  the  supposition 
that  our  hero  had  "one  to  reside  in  the  country,  applied 
himself  to  his  own  business,  with  intention  to  renew  his  in¬ 
quiries  after  that  atFair  should  be  transacted.  He  com¬ 
municated  his  demands  to  his  supposed  patron,  who  had 
assumed  the  merit  of  making  him  a  captain,  and  been  gra¬ 
tified  with  a  valuable  present  on  that  consideration ;  and 
was  cajoled  with  hopes  of  succeeding  in  his  present  aim  by 
the  same  interest. 

Meanwhile,  he  became  acquainted  with  one  of  the  clerks 
belonging  to  the  war-office,  whose  advice  and  assistance,  he 
was  told,  would  be  a  furtherance  to  his  scheme.  As  he  had 
occasion  to  discourse  with  this  gentleman  upon  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  his  expectation,  he  learned  that  the  nobleman, 
upon  whom  he  depended,  was  a  person  of  no  consequence 
in  the  state,  and  altogether  incapable  of  assisting  him  in  his 
advancement.  At  the  same  time,  his  counsellor  expressed 
his  surprise  that  Captain  Gauntlet  did  not  rather  interest  in 
his  cause  the  noble  peer  to  whose  good  offices  he  owed  his 
last  commission. 

This  remark  introduced  an  explanation,  by  which  God¬ 
frey  discovered,  to  his  infinite  astonishment,  the  mistake  in 
which  he  had  continued  so  long  with  regard  to  his  patron ; 
though  he  could  not  divine  the  motive  which  induced  a  noble¬ 
man,  with  whom  he  had  no  acquaintance  or  connection,  to 
interpose  his  influence  in  his  behalf.  Whatsoever  that 
might  be,  he  thought  it  was  Ins  duty  to  make  his  acknow¬ 
ledgment  ;  and  for  that  purpose  went  next  morning  to  his 
house,  where  he  was  politely  received,  and  given  to  under¬ 
stand  that  Mr.  Pickle  was  the  person  to  whose  friendship  he 
was  indebted  for  his  last  promotion. 

Inexpressible  were  the  transports  of  gratitude,  affection, 
and  remorse,  that  took  possession  of  the  soul  of  Gauntlet, 
when  this  mystery  was  unfolded. — ‘  Good  heaven  !’  cried 
he,  lifting  up  his  hands,  ‘  have  I  lived  so  long  in  a  state  of 
animosity  with  my  benefactor  ?  I  intended  to  have  recon¬ 
ciled  myself  at  any  rate  before  I  was  sensible  of  this  obliga¬ 
tion,  but  now  I  shall  not  enjoy  a  moment’s  quiet  until  I  have 
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an  opportunity  of  expressing  to  him  my  sense  of  his  heroic 
friendship.  I  presume,  from  the  nature  of  the  favour  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  in  my  behalf,  that  Mr.  Pickle  is  well  known 
to  you  lordship ;  and  I  should  think  myself  extremely  hap¬ 
py  if  you  could  inform  me  in  what  part  of  the  country  he 
is  to  be  found  ;  for  the  person  with  whom  he  lodged  some 
time  ago  could  give  me  no  intelligence  of  his  motions.’ 

The  nobleman,  touched  with  this  instance  of  generous  self- 
denial  in  Peregrine,  as  well  as  with  the  sensibility  of  his 
friend,  lamented  the  unhappiness  of  our  hero,  while  he  gave 
Gauntlet  to  understand  that  he  had  been  long  disordered  in 
his  intellects,  in  consequence  of  having  squandered  away  his 
fortune ;  and  that  his  creditors  had  thrown  him  into  the 
Fleet  prison  ;  but  whether  he  still  continued  in  that  confine¬ 
ment,  or  was  released  from  his  misfortunes  by  death,  his 
lordship  did  not  know,  because  he  had  never  inquired. 

Godfrey  no  sooner  received  this  intimation,  than  (his  blood 
boiling  with  grief  and  impatience)  he  craved  pardon  for  his 
abrupt  departure ;  then  quitting  his  informer  on  the  instant, 
reimbarked  in  his  hackney-coach,  and  ordered  himself  to  be 
conveyed  directly  to  the  Fleet.  As  the  vehicle  proceeded 
along  one  side  of  the  market,  he  was  surprised  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who  stood  cheapening 
cauliflowers  at  a  green  stall,  their  heads  being  cased  in  worst¬ 
ed  night  caps,  half  covered  with  their  hats,  and  a  short  to¬ 
bacco-pipe  in  the  mouth  of  each.  He  was  rejoiced  at  sight 
of  the  two  seamen,  which  he  took  for  an  happy  omen  of 
finding  his  friend  ;  and,  ordering  the  coachman  to  stop  the 
6arriage,  called  to  the  lieutenant  by  his  name.  Jack  reply¬ 
ing  with  an  holla,  looking  behind  him,  and  recognizing 
the  face  of  his  old  acquaintance,  ran  up  to  the  coach  with 
great  eagerness.  Shaking  the  captain  heartily  by  the  hand, — 
‘  odds  heart !’  said  he,  ‘  1  am  glad  thou  hast  fallen  in  with 
tis ;  we  shall  now  be  able  to  find  the  trim  of  the  vessel,  and 
lay  her  about  on  t’other  tack.  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
had  many  a  consort  in  my  time,  that  is,  in  the  way  of  good 
fellowship,  and  I  always  made  a  shift  to  ware’em  atone  time 
or  another :  but  this  headstrong  toad  will  neither  obey  the 
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hehn  nor  the  sheet ;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  will  founder 
where  a  lies  at  anchor.’ 

Gauntlet,  who  conceived  part  of  his  meaning,  alighted 
immediately ;  and  being  conducted  to  the  sailors’  lodging, 
was  informed  of  every  thing  that  had  passed  between  the 
lieutenant  and  Pickle.  He,  in  his  turn,  communicated  to 
Jack  the  discovery  which  he  had  made,  with  regard  to  his 
commission  ;  at  which  the  other  gave  no  signs  of  surprise  : 
but,  taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth, — ‘  why  look*ye,  captain,’ 
said  he,  ‘  that’s  not  the  only  good  turn  you  have  owed  him. 
That  same;  money  you  received  from  the  commodore  as  an  old 
debt,  was  all  a  sham,  contrived  by  Pickle  for  your  service ; 
but  a’wool  drive  under  his  bare  poles  without  sails  and  rig¬ 
ging,  or  a  mess  of  provision  on  board,  rather  than  take  the 
same  assistance  from  another  man.’ 

Godfrey  was  not  only  amazed,  but  chagrined  at  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  anecdote;  which  gave  umbrage  to  his  pride, 
while  it  stimulated  his  desire  of  doing  something  in  return 
for  the  obligation.  He  inquired  into  the  present  circumstan¬ 
ces  of  the  prisoner ;  and  understanding  that  he  was  indispos¬ 
ed,  and  but  indifferently  provided  with  the  common  neces¬ 
saries  of  life,  though  still  deaf  to  all  offers  of  assistance,  be¬ 
gan  to  be  extremely  concerned  at  the  account  of  his  savage 
obstinacy  and  pride,  which  would,  he  feared,  exclude  him 
from  the  privilege  of  relieving  him  in  his  distress.  How¬ 
ever,  he  resolved  to  leave  no  expedient  untried,  that  might 
have  any  tendency  to  surmount  such  destructive  prejudice; 
and  entering  the  jail,  was  directed  to  the  apartment  of  the 
wretched  prisoner.  He  knocked  softly  at  the  door,  and, 
when  it  was  opened,  started  back  with  horror  and  astonish¬ 
ment  :  the  figure  that  presented  itself  to  his  view  was  the 
remains  of  his  once  happy  friend  ;  but  so  miserably  altered 
and  disguised,  that  his  features  were  scarce  cognizable.  The 
florid,  the  sprightly,  the  gay,  the  elevated  youth,  was  now 
metamorphosed  into  a  wan,  dejected,  meagre,  squalid  spectre ; 
the  hollow-eyed  representative  of  distemper,  indigence, 
and  despair  :  yet  his  eyes  retained  a  certain  ferocity,  which 
threw  a  dismal  gleam  athwart  the  cloudiness  of  his  aspect, 
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and  lie,  in  silence,  viewed  his  old  companion  with  a  look 
betokening  confusion  and  disdain.  As  for  Gauntlet,  he 
could  not,  without  emotion,  behold  such  a  woeful  reverse  o 
fate,  in  a  person  for  whom  he  entertained  the  noblest  senti¬ 
ments  of  friendship,  gratitude,  and  esteem  :  his  sorrow  was 
at  first  too  big  for  utterance,  and  he  shed  a  flood  of  tears  be¬ 
fore  he  could  pronounce  one  word. 

Peregrine,  in  spite  of  his  misanthropy,  could  not  help 
being  affected  with  this  uncommon  testimony  of  regard  ;  but 
he  strove  to  stifle  his  sensations  :  his  brows  contracted  them¬ 
selves  into  a  severe  frown ;  his  eyes  kindled  into  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  live  coals :  he  waved  with  his  hand  in  signal  for 
Godfrey  to  be  gone,  and  leave  such  a  wretch  as  him  to  the 
misery  of  his  fate ;  and,  finding  nature  too  strong  to  be  sup¬ 
pressed,  uttered  a  deep  groan,  and  weeped  aloud. 

The  soldier  seeing  him  thus  melted,  unable  to  restrain  the 
strong  impulse  of  his  affection,  sprung  forw  ards,  and  clasp¬ 
ing  him  in  his  arms, — ‘My  dearest  friend,  and  best  benefact¬ 
or,’  said  he,  ‘  I  am  come  hither  to  humble  myself  for  the  of¬ 
fence  I  was  so  unhappy  as  to  give  at  our  last  parting  ;  to  beg 
a  reconciliation,  to  thank  you  for  the  ease  and  affluence  I 
have  enjoyed  through  your  means,  and  to  rescue  you,  in 
spite  of  yourself,  from  this  melancholy  situation ;  of  which, 
but  an  hour  ago,  I  was  utterly  ignorant.  Do  not  deny  me 
the  satisfaction  of  acquitting  myself  in  point  of  duty  and  ob¬ 
ligation.  You  must  certainly  have  had  some  regard  for  a 
person  in  whose  favour  you  have  exerted  yourself  so  much ; 
and  if  any  part  of  that  esteem  remains,  you  will  not  refuse 
him  an  opportunity  of  approving  himself  in  some  measure 
worthy  of  it.  Let  me  not  suffer  the  most  mortifying  of  all 
repulses,  that  o  slighted  friendship ;  but  kindly  sacrifice 
your  resentment  and  inflexibility  to  the  request  of  one  who 
is  at  all  times  ready  to  sacrifice  his  life  for  your  honour  and 
advantage.  If  you  will  not  yield  to  my  entreaties,  have  some 
regard  to  the  wishes  of  my  Sophy,  who  laid  me  under  the 
strongest  injunctions  to  solicit  your  forgiveness,  even  before 
she  knew  how  much  I  was  indebted  to  your  generosity  ;  or, 
if  that  consideration  should  be  of  no  weight,  I  hope  you  w  ill 
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relax  a  little  for  tlie  sake  of  poor  Emilia,  whose  resentment 
hath  been  long  subdued  by  her  affection,  and  who  now  droops 
in  secret  at  your  neglect.’ 

Every  word  of  this  address,  delivered  in  the  most  pathetic 
manner,  made  an  impression  upon  the  mind  of  Peregrine  : 
lie  was  affected  with  the  submission  of  his  friend,  who,  in  re¬ 
ality,  had  given  him  no  just  cause  to  complain.  He  knew 
that  no  ordinary  motive  had  swayed  him  to  a  condescension 
so  extraordinary  in  a  man  of  his  punctilious  temper ;  he  con¬ 
sidered  it,  therefore,  as  the  genuine  effect  of  eager  gratitude 
and  disinterestested  love,  and  his  heart  began  to  relent  ac¬ 
cordingly.  When  he  heard  himself  conjured  in  the  name 
of  the  gentle  Sophy,  his  obstinacy  was  quite  overcome;  and 
when  Emilia  was  recalled  to  his  remembrance,  his  whole 
frame  underwent  a  violent  agitation.  He  took  his  friend  by 
the  hand,  with  a  softened  look  :  and,  as  soon  as  he  recover¬ 
ed  the  faculty  of  speech,  which  had  been  overpowered  in  the 
conflict  of  passions  that  transported  him,  protested,  that  he 
retained  no  vestige  of  animosity,  but  considered  him  in  the 
light  of  an  affectionate  comrade,  the  ties  of  whose  friendship, 
adversity  could  not  unbind.  He  mentioned  Sophy  in  the 
most  respectful  terms ;  spoke  of  Emilia  with  the  most  reve¬ 
rential  awe,  as  the  object  of  his  inviolable  love  and  vene¬ 
ration  ;  but  disclaimed  all  hope  of  ever  more  attracting  her 
regard,  and  excused  himself  from  profiting  by  Godfrey’s 
kind  intention  ;  declaring,  with  a  resolute  air,  that  he  had 
broke  off  all  connection  with  mankind,  and  that  he  impa¬ 
tiently  longed  for  the  hour  of  his  dissolution,  which,  if  it 
.should  not  soon  arrive  by  the  course  of  nature,  he  was  resolv¬ 
ed  to  hasten  it  with  his  own  hands,  rather  than  be  exposed 
to  the  contempt,  and  more  intolerable  pity,  of  a  rascally 
world. 

Gauntlet  argued  against  this  frantic  determination  with  all 
the  vehemence  of  expostulating  friendship ;  but  his  remon¬ 
strances  did  not  produce  the  desired  effect  upon  our  des¬ 
perate  hero,  who  calmly  refuted  all  his  arguments,  and  as¬ 
serted  the  rectitude  of  his  design  from  the  pretended  maxims 
of  reason  and  true  philosophy. 
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While  this  dispute  was  carried  on  with  eagerness  on  one 
side,  and  deliberation  on  the  other,  a  letter  was  brought  to 
Peregrine,  who  threw  it  carelessly  aside  unopened,  though 
the  superscription  was  in  an  handwriting  to  which  he  was  a 
stranger;  and,  in  all  probability,  the  contents  would  never 
have  been  perused,  had  not  Gauntlet  insisted  upon  his  wav¬ 
ing  all  ceremony,  and  reading  it  forthwith.  Thus  solicited, 
Pickle  unsealed  the  billet,  which  to  his  no  small  surprise, 
contained  the  following  intimation. — 

‘Mr.  P.  Pickle, — Sir,  this  comes  to  inform  you,  that  after 
many  dangers  and  disappointments,  I  am,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
safely  arrived  in  the  DoWns,  on  board  of  the  Gomberoon  India- 
man,  having  made  a  tolerable  voyage  ;  by  which  1  hope  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  repay,  with  interest,  the  seven  hundred  pounds  which 
I  borrowed  of  you  before  my  departure  from  England.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  writing  by  our  purser,  who  goes  express  with 
dispatches  for  the  company,  that  you  may  have  this  satisfactory 
notice  as  soon  as  possible,  relating  to  one  whom  I  suppose  you 
have  long  given  over  as  lost.  I  have  inclosed  it  in  a  letter  to  my 
broker,  who,  I  hope,  knows  your  address,  and  will  forward  it 
accordingly :  and  I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  benjamin  chintz.’ 

He  had  110  sooner  iaken  a  cursory  view  of  this  agreeable 
epistle,  than  his  countenance  cleared  up,  and,  reaching  it 
to  his  friend,  with  a  smile, — ‘  there,’  said  he,  ‘  is  a  more  con¬ 
vincing  argument,  on  your  side  of  the  question,  than  all  the 
casuists  in  the  universe  can  advance.’  Gauntlet,  wondering 
at  this  observation,  took  the  paper,  and,  casting  his  eyes- 
greedily  upon  the  contents,  congratulated  him  upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  it,  with  extravagant  demonstrations  of  joy  ‘  not 
on  account  of  the  sum,’  said  he,  ‘  w  hich,  upon  my  honour,. 
I  would  with  pleasure  pay  three  times  over  for  your  conve¬ 
nience  and  satisfaction  ;  but  because  it  seems  to  have  recon¬ 
ciled  you  to  life,  and  disposed  your  mind  for  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  society.’ 

The  instantaneous  effect  which  this  unexpected  smile  of 
fortune  produced  in  the  appearance  of  our  adventurer  is  al¬ 
together  inconceivable  ;  it  plumped  up  his  cheeks  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  unbended  and  enlightened  every  feature  of  his  face  ; 
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elevated  his  head,  which  had  begun  to  sink,  as  it  were,  be¬ 
tween  his  shoulders ;  and  from  a  squeaking  dispirited  tone, 
swelled  up  his  voice  to  a  clear  manly  accent.  Godfrey  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  this  favourable  change,  began  to  regale  him 
with  prospects  of  future  success :  he  reminded  him  of  his 
youth  and  qualifications,  which  were  certainly  designed  for 
better  days  than  those  he  had  as  yet  seen ;  he  pointed  out 
various  paths  by  which  he  might  arrive  at  wealth  and  reput¬ 
ation  ;  he  importuned  him  to  accept  of  a  sum  for  his  imme¬ 
diate  occasions ;  and  earnestly  begged  that  he  would  allow 
him  to  discharge  the  debt  for  which  he  was  confined,  ob¬ 
serving,  that  Sophy’s  fortune  had  enabled  him  to  exhibit 
that  proof  of  his  gratitude,  without  any  detriment  to  his  af¬ 
fairs  ;  and  protesting  that  he  should  not  believe  himself  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Pickle’s  esteem,  unless  he  was  permitted  to 
make  some  such  return  of  good  will  to  the  man,  who  had 
not  only  raised  him  from  indigence  and  scorn,  to  competence 
and  reputable  rank,  but  also  empowered  him  to  obtain  the 
possession  of  an  excellent  woman,  who  had  filled  up  the 
measure  of  his  felicity. 

Peregrine  declared  himself  already  overpaid  for  all  his 
good  offices,  by  the  pleasure  he  enjoyed  in  employing  them, 
and  the  happy  effects  they  had  produced  in  the  mutual  satis¬ 
faction  of  two  persons  so  dear  to  his  affection  ;  and  assured 
his  friend,  that  one  time  or  other  he  would  set  his  conscience 
at  ease,  and  remove  the  scruples  of  his  honour,  by  having 
recourse  to  his  assistance ;  but  at  present  he  could  not  make 
use  of  his  friendship,  without  giving  just  cause  of  offence 
to  honest  Hatchway,  who  was  prior  to  him  in  point  of  so¬ 
licitation,  and  had  manifested  his  attachment  with  surprising 
obstinacy  and  perseverance. 
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CHAPTER  CII. 

Peregrine  reconciles  himself  to  the  lieutenant,  and  renews  his  con¬ 
nection  with  society . Divers  plans  are  projected  in  his  behalf, 

and  he  has  occasion  to  exhibit  a  remarkable  proof  of  self-denial. 

•  v  # 

The  captain,  with  reluctance,  yielded  the  preference  in 
this  particular  to  Jack,  who  was  immediately  invited  to  a 
conference,  by  a  note  subscribed  with  Pickle’s  own  hand. 
He  was  found  at  the  prison-gate  waiting  for  Gauntlet,  to  know 
the  issue  of  his  negociation.  He  no  sooner  received  this  sum¬ 
mons,  than  he  set  all  his  sails,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way 
to  his  friend’s  apartment ;  being  admitted  by  the  turnkey, 
in  consequence  of  Peregrine’s  request,  communicated  by  the 
messenger  who  carried  the  billet.  Pipes  followed  close  in  the 
wake  of  his  ship-male ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  note 
had  been  dispatched,  Peregrine  and  Gauntlet  heard  the 
sound  of  the  stump  ascending  the  wooden  stair-case  with 
such  velocity,  that  they  at  first  mistook  it  for  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  drum-sticks  to  the  head  of  an  empty  barrel.  This 
uncommon  speed,  however,  was  attended  with  a  misfortune; 
he  chanced  to  overlook  a  small  defect  in  one  of  the  steps,  and 
his  prop  plunging  into  a  hole,  he  fell  backwards,  to  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  his  life.  Tom  was  luckily  at  his  back, 
and  sustained  him  in  his  arms,  so  as  that  he  escaped  with¬ 
out  any  other  damage  than  the  loss  of  his  wooden  leg,  which 
was  snapt  in  the  middle,  by  the  weight  of  his  body  in  fall¬ 
ing;  and  such  was  his  impatience,  that  he  would  not  give 
himself  the  trouble  to  disengage  the  fractured  member.  Un¬ 
buckling  the  whole  equipage  in  a  trice,  he  left  it  sticking  in 
the  crevice,  saying,  a  rotten  cable  was  not  worth  heaving 
up,  and,  in  this  natural  state  of  mutilation,  hopped  into 
the  room  with  infinite  expedition. 

Peregrine,  taking  him  cordially  by  the  hand,  seated  him 
upon  one  side  of  his  bed  ;  and,  after  having  made  an  apology 
for  that  reserve  of  which  he  had  so  justly  complained,  asked 
if  he  could  conveniently  accommodate  him  w  ith  the  loan  of 
twenty  guineas  ?  The  lieutenant,  without  opening  his  mouth. 
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pulled  out  his  purse;  and  Pipes,  who  overheard  the  demand, 
applying  the  whistle  to  his  lips,  performed  a  loud  overture, 
in  token  of  his  joy.  Matters  being  thus  brought  to  an  accom¬ 
modation,  our  hero  told  the  captain,  that  he  should  be  glad 
of  his  company  at  dinner,  with  their  common  friend  Hatch¬ 
way,  if  he  would  in  the  meantime  leave  him  to  the  ministry 
of  Pipes ;  and  the  soldier  went  away  for  the  present,  in  order 
to  pay  a  short  visit  to  his  uncle,  who  at  that  time  languished 
in  a  declining  state  of  health,  promising  to  return  at  the  ap¬ 
pointed  hour. 

The  lieutenant,  having  surveyed  the  dismal  appearance 
of  his  friend,  could  not  help  being  moved  at  the  spectacle, 
and  began  to  upbraid  him  with  his  obstinate  pride,  which 
(he  swore)  was  no  better  than  self-murder.  But  the  young 
gentleman  interrupted  him  in  the  course  of  his  moralizing, 
by  telling  him  he  had  reasons  for  his  conduct,  which,  per¬ 
haps,  he  would  impart  in  due  season  ;  but,  at  present,  his 
design  was  to  alter  that  plan  of  behaviour,  and  make  him¬ 
self  some  amends  for  the  misery  he  had  Undergone.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  sent  Pipes  to  redeem  his  clothes  from  the  pawn¬ 
broker’s  wardrobe,  and  bespeak  something  comfortable  for 
dinner.  When  Godfrey  came  back,  he  was  very  agreeably 
surprised  to  see  such  a  favourable  alteration  in  his  externals  ; 
for,  by  the  assistance  of  his  valet,  he  had  purified  himself 
from  the  dregs  of  his  distress,  and  now  appeared  in  a  decent 
suit,  with  clean  linen,  while  his  face  was  disencumbered  of 
the  hair  that  overshadowed  it,  and  his  apartment  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  company. 

They  enjoyed  their  meal  with  great  satisfaction,  enter¬ 
taining  one  another  with  a  recapitulation  of  their  former  ad¬ 
ventures  at  the  garrison.  In  the  afternoon,  Gauntlet  taking 
his  leave,  in  order  to  write  a  letter  to  his  sister,  at  the  desire 
of  his  uncle,  who,  finding  his  end  approaching,  wanted  to 
see  her  without  loss  of  time,  Peregrine  made  his  appearance 
on  the  Bare,  and  was  complimented  on  his  coming  abroad 
again,  not  only  by  his  old  messmates,  who  had  not  seen  him 
for  many  weeks,  but  by  a  number  of  those  objects  whom  his 
liberality  had  fetl,  before  bis  funds  were  exhausted.  HatcK- 
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way  was,  by  his  interest  with  the  warden,  put  in  possession 
of  his  former  quarters,  and  Pipes  dispatched  to  make  inquiry 
about  Crabtree  at  his  former  lodging,  where  he  learned 
that  the  misanthrope,  after  a  very  severe  fit  of  illness,  was 
removed  to  Kensington  Gravel-pits,  for  the  convenience  of 
breathing  a  purer  air  than  that  of  London. 

In  consequence  of  this  information,  Peregrine,  who  knew 
the  narrowness  of  the  old  gentleman’s  fortune,  next  day  de¬ 
sired  his  friend  Gauntlet  to  take  the  trouble  of  visiting  him 
in  his  name  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  great  con¬ 
cern  for  his  indisposition,  gave  him  notice  of  the  fortunate 
intelligence  he  had  received  from  the  Downs,  and  conjured 
him  to  make  use  of  his  purse,  if  he  was  in  the  least  ham¬ 
pered  in  his  circumstances.  The  captain  took  coach  imme¬ 
diately,  and  set  out  for  the  place,  according  to  the  direction 
which  Pipes  had  procured. 

Cadwallader,  having  seen  him  at  Bath,  knew  him  again 
at  first  sight ;  and,  though  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  believed 
himself  in  such  a  fair  way  of  doing  well,  that  he  would  have 
accompanied  him  to  the  Fleet  immediately,  had  he  not  been 
restrained  by  his  nurse,  w  ho  was,  by  his  physician,  invested 
with  full  authority  to  dispute  and  oppose  his  will  in  every 
thing  that  she  should  think  prejudicial  to  his  health  ;  for  he 
wras  considered,  by  those  who  had  the  care  of  him,  as  an  old 
humourist,  not  a  little  distempered  in  his  brain.  He  inquired 
particularly  about  the  sailors,  who  (he  said)  had  deterred 
him  from  carrying  on  his  usual  correspondence  with  Pickle, 
and  been  the  immediate  cause  of  his  indisposition,  by  terrify¬ 
ing  him  into  a  fever.  Understanding  that  the  breach  between 
Pickle  and  Hatchway  was  happily  cemented,  and  that  he 
was  no  longer  in  any  danger  from  the  lieutenant’s  resentment, 
he  promised  to  be  at  the  Fleet  w  ith  the  first  convenient  oppor¬ 
tunity;  and,  in  the  meantime,  wrote  an  answer  to  Pere¬ 
grine’s  letter,  importing,  that  he  was  obliged  to  him  for  his 
offer,  but  had  not  the  least  occasion  for  his  assistance. 

In  a  few  days,  our  adventurer  recovered  his  vigour,  com¬ 
plexion  and  vivacity ;  he  mingled  again  in  the  diversions 
and  parties  of  the  place  ;  and  he  received,  in  a  little  time, 
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the  money  he  had  lent  upon  bottomry,  which,  together  with 
the  interest,  amounted  to  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  pounds. 
The  possession  of  this  sum,  while  it  buoyed  up  his  spirits, 
involved  him  in  perplexity.  Sometimes  he  thought  it  was 
incumbent  on  him,  as  a  man  of  honour,  to  employ  the  great¬ 
est  part  of  it  in  diminishing  the  debt  for  which  he  suffered ; 
on  the  other  hand,  he  considered  that  obligation  effaced,  by 
the  treacherous  behaviour  of  his  creditor,  who  had  injured 
him  to  ten  times  the  value  of  the  sum  ;  and,  in  these  senti¬ 
ments,  entertained  thoughts  of  attempting  his  escape  from 
prison,  with  a  view  of  conveying  himself,  with  the  ship¬ 
wreck  of  his  fortune,  to  another  country,  in  which  he  might 
use  it  to  better  advantage. 

Both  suggestions  were  attended  with  such  doubts  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  that  he  hesitated  between  them,  and  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  laid  out  a  thousand  pounds  in  stock,  the  interest  of 
which,  together  w  ith  the  fruits  of  his  own  industry,  he  hoped 
would  support  him  above  want  in  his  confinement,  until 
something  should  occur  that  would  point  out  the  expediency 
of  some  other  determination.  Gauntlet  still  insisted  upon 
having  the  honour  of  obtaining  his  liberty,  at  the  expcnce 
of  taking  up  his  notes  to  Gleanum,  and  exhorted  him  to 
purchase  a  commission  w  ith  part  of  the  money  which  he 
had  retrieved.  The  lieutenant  affirmed,  that  it  was  his  pri¬ 
vilege  to  procure  the  release  of  his  cousin  Pickle,  because  he 
enjoyed  a  very  handsome  sum  by  his  aunt,  which  of  right 
belonged  to  the  young  gentleman,  to  whom  he  was,  more¬ 
over,  indebted  for  the  use  of  his  furniture,  and  for  the  very 
house  that  stood  over  his  head;  and  that,  although  he  had 
already  made  a  will  in  his  favour,  he  should  never  be  satis¬ 
fied,  nor  easy  in  his  mind,  so  long  as  he  remained  deprived 
of  his  liberty,  and  wanted  any  of  the  conveniencies  of  life. 

Cadwallader,  who  by  this  time  assisted  at  their  councils, 
and  was  best  acquainted  with  the  peculiarity  and  unbending 
disposition  of  the  youth,  proposed,  that,  seeing  he  was. so 
averse  to  obligations,  Mr.  Hatchway  should  purchase  of  him 
the  garrison  w  ith  its  appendages,  which,  at  a  moderate  price, 
would  sell  for  more  money  than  would  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
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charge  hts  debts;  that,  if  the  servile  subordination  of  the 
army  did  not  suit  his  inclination,  he  might,  with  his  rever¬ 
sion,  buy  a  comfortable  annuity,  and  retire  with  him  to  the 
country,  where  he  might  live  absolutely  independent,  and 
entertain  himself,  as  usual,  with  the  ridiculous  characters 
of  mankind. 

This  plan  was  to  Pickle  less  disagreeable  than  any  other 
project  which  as  yet  had  been  suggested,  and  the  lieutenant 
declared  himself  ready  to  execute  his  part  of  it  without  de¬ 
lay  ;  but  the  soldier  was  mortified  at  the  thoughts  of  seeing 
his  assistance  unnecessary,  and  eagerly  objected  to  the  re¬ 
tirement,  as  a  scheme  that  would  blast  the  fairest  promises  of 
fame  and  fortune,  and  bury  his  youth  and  talents  in  solitude 
and  obscurity.  This  earnest  opposition  on  the  part  of 
Gauntlet  hindered  our  adventurer  from  forming  any  imme¬ 
diate  resolution,  which  was  also  retarded  by  his  unwilling¬ 
ness  to  part  with  the  garrison  upon  any  terms,  because  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  part  of  his  inheritance,  which  he  could 
not  dispose  of  without  committing  an  insult  upon  the  memory 
of  the  deceased  commodore. 


CHAPTER  CIII. 

He  is  engaged  in  a  very  extraordinary  correspondence,  which  is  in¬ 
terrupted  by  a  very  unexpected  event. 

While  this  affair  w  as  in  agitation,  the  captain  told  him  in 
the  course  of  conversation,  that  Emilia  was  arrived  in  town, 
and  had  inquired  about  Mr.  Pickle  with  such  an  eagerness 
of  concern,  as  seemed  to  proclaim  that  she  was  in  some 
measure  informed  of  his  misfortune;  he  therefore  desired  to 
know  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  make  her  acquainted  with 
his  situation,  provided  he  should  be  again  importuned  by 
her  on  that  subject,  which  he  had  at  first  industriously  waved. 

This  proof,  or  rather  presumption,  of  her  sympathising 
regard,  did  not  fail  to  operate  powerfully  upon  the  bosom  of 
Peregrine,  which  was  immediately  filled  with  those  tumults 
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which  love,  ill  stifled,  frequently  excites.  He  observed, 
that  his  disgrace  was  such  as  could  not  be  effectually  con¬ 
cealed  ;  therefore  he  saw  no  reason  for  depriving  himself  of 
Emilia’s  compassion,  since  he  was  for  ever  excluded  from 
her  affection ;  and  desired  Godfrey  to  present  to  his  sister 
the  lowly  respects  of  a  despairing  lover. 

But,  notwithstanding  his  declaration  of  despondence  on 
this  head,  his  imagination  involuntarily  teemed  with  more 
agreeable  ideas :  the  proposal  of  Crabtree  had  taken  root  in 
his  reflection,  and  he  could  not  help  forming  plans  of  pas¬ 
toral  felicity  in  the  arms  of  the  lovely  Emilia,  remote  from 
those  pompous  scenes  which  he  now  detested  and  despised. 
He  amused  his  fancy  with  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  sup¬ 
port  her  in  a  state  of  independency,  by  means  of  the  slender 
annuity  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  purchase,  together 
with  the  fruits  of  those  endeavours  which  would  profitably 
employ  his  vacant  hours;  and  foresaw  provision  for  his 
growing  family  in  the  friendship  of  the  lieutenant,  who  had 
already  constitutedhim  his  heir.  He  even  parcelled  out  his 
hours  among  the  necessary  cares  of  the  world,  the  pleasures 
of  domestic  bliss,  and  the  enjoyments  of  a  country  life  ;  and 
spent  the  night  in  ideal  parties  with  his  charming  bride, 
sometimes  walking  by  the  sedgy  bank  of  some  transparent 
stream,  sometimes  prunning  the  luxuriant  vine,  and  some¬ 
times  sitting  in  social  converse  with  her  in  a  shady  grove  of 
his  own  planting. 

These,  however,  were  no  more  than  the  shadowy  phan¬ 
toms  of  imagination,  which,  he  well  knew,  would  never  be 
realized  ;  not  that  he  believed  such  happiness  unattainable 
by  a  person  in  his  circumstances,  but  because  he  would  not 
stoop  to  propose  a  scheme  which  might,  in  any  shape,  seem 
to  interfere  with  the  interest  of  Emilia,  or  subject  himself  to 
a  repulse  from  that  young  lady,  who  had  rejected  his  ad¬ 
dresses  in  the  zenith  of  his  fortune. 

W  hile  he  diverted  himself  with  these  agreeable  reveries,  an 
unexpected  event  intervened,  in  which  she  and  her  brother 
were  deeply  interested.  The  uncle  was  tapped  for  the  dropsy, 
and  died  in  a  few  days  after  the  operation,  having  bequeath- 
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ed,  in  his  will,  five  thousand  pounds  to  his  nephew,  and 
twice  that  sum  to  his  niece,  who  had  always  enjoyed  the 
greatest  share  of  his  favour. 

If  our  adventurer,  before  this  occurrence,  looked  upon  his. 
love  for  Emilia  as  a  passion  which  it  was  necessary  at  any 
rate  to  conquer  or  suppress,  'he  now  considered  her  accession 
of  fortune  as  a  circumstance  which  confirmed  that  necessity, 
and  resolved  to  discourage  every  thought  on  that  subject 
which  should  tend  to  the  propagation  of  hope.  One  day, 
in  the  midst  of  a  conversation  calculated  for  the  purpose, 
Godfrey  put  into  his  hand  a  letter  directed  to  Mr.  Pickle,  in 
the  handwriting  of  Emilia,  which  the  youth  no  sooner  re¬ 
cognized,  than  his  cheeks  were  covered  w  ith  a  crimson  dye, 
and  he  began  to  tremble  with  violent  agitation  ;  for  he  at 
once  guessed  the  import  of  the  billet,  which  he  kissed  with 
great  reverence  and  devotion,  and  was  not  at  all  surprised 
when  he  read  the  following  words. 

‘  sir, — I  have  performed  a  sufficient  sacrifice  to  my  reputation, 
in  retaining  hitherto  the  appearance  of  that  resentment  which  I 
had  long  ago  dismissed  ;  and  as  the  late  favourable  change  in  my 
situation  empowers  me  to  avow  my  genuine  sentiments,  without 
fear  of  censure,  or  suspicion  of  mercenary  design,  I  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  assure  you,  that,  if  I  still  maintain  that  place  in 
your  heart  which  I  was  vain  enough  to  think  I  once  possessed,  I 
am  willing  to  make  the  first  advances  to  an  accommodation,  and 
have  actually  furnished  my  brother  with  full  powers  to  conclude 
it  in  the  name  of  your  appeased  emilia.’ 

Pickle,  having  kissed  the  subscription  with  great  ardour, 
i'oli  upon  his  knees,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes, — c  thank  heaven !’ 
cried  lie,  w  ith  an  air  of  transport,  ‘  I  have  not  been  mistaken 
in  my  opinion  of  that  generous  maid.  I  believed  her  inspired 
with  the  most  dignified  and  heroic  sentiments,  and  now  she 
gives  me  a  convincing  proof  of  her  magnanimity  :  it  is  now 
my  business  to  approve  myself  worthy  of  her  regard.  May 
heaven  inflict  upon  me  the  keenest  arrows  of  its  vengeance, 
if  I  do  not,  at  this  instant,  contemplate  the  character  of 
Emilia  with  the  most  perfect  love  and  adoration ;  yet,  amiable 
and  enchanting  as  she  is,  I  am,  more  than  ever,  determined 
to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  my  passion  to  my  glory,  though 
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my  life  should  fail  in  the  contest ;  and  even  to  refuse  an 
offer,  which,  otherwise,  the  whole  universe  should  not  bribe 
me  to  forego.’ 

This  declaration  was  not  so  unexpected  as  unwelcome  to 
his  friend  Gauntlet,  who  represented  that  his  glory  was  not 
at  all  interested  in  the  affair ;  because  he  had  already  vindi¬ 
cated  his  generosity  in  repeated  proffers  to  lay  his  whole  for¬ 
tune  at  Emilia’s  feet,  when  it  was  impossible  that  any  thing 
selfish  could  enter  into  the  proposal :  but  that,  in  rejecting 
her  present  purpose,  he  would  give  the  world  an  opportunity 
to  say,  that  his  pride  was  capricious,  his  obstinacy  invin¬ 
cible,  and  his  sister  would  have  undeniable  reason  to  believe, 
that  either  his  passion  for  her  was  dissembled,  or  the  ardour 
of  it  considerably  abated. 

In  answer  to  these  remonstrances,  Pickle  observed,  that  he 
had  long  set  the  world  at  defiance ;  and  as  to  the  opinion  of 
Emilia,  he  did  not  doubt  that  she  would  applaud  in  her  heart 
the  resolution  he  had  taken,  and  da  justice  to  the  purity  of 
liis  intention. 

It  was  not  an  easy  task  to  divert  our  hero  from  his  designs, 
at  any  time  of  life  ;  but,  since  his  confinement,  his  inflexi? 
bility  was  become  almost  insurmountable.  The  captain, 
therefore,  after  having  discharged  his  conscience,  in  assuring 
him  that  his  sister’s  happiness  was  at  stake,  that  his  mother 
had  approved  of  the  step  she  had  taken,  .and  that  he  him¬ 
self  should  be  extremely  mortified  at  his  refusal,  forbore  to 
press  him  with  further  argument,  which  served  only  to  rivet 
him  the  more  strongly  in  his  own  opinion ;  and  undertook 
to  deliver  this  answer  to  Emilia’s  letter. 

‘  madam, — That  I  revere  the  dignity  of  your  virtue  with  the 
utmost  veneration,  and  love  you  infinitely  more  than  life,  I  am 
at  all  times  ready  to  demonstrate  ;  but  the  sacrifice  to  honour,  it 
is  now  my  turn  to  pay  ;  and  such  is  the  rigour  of  my  destiny,  that, 
in  order  to  justify  your  generosity,  I  must  refuse  to  profit  by  your 
condescension.  Madam,  I  am  doomed  to  be  for  ever  wretched  ; 
and  to  sigh  without  ceasing,  for  the  possession  of  that  jewel, 
which,  though  now  in  my  offer,  I  dare  not  enjoy.  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  express  the  anguish  that  tears  my  heart,  whilst  I  com¬ 
municate  this  fatal  renunciation;  but  appeal  to  the  delicacy  o'" 
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your  own  sentimenls,  which  can  judge  of  my  sufferings;  and  will, 
doubtless,  do  justice  to  the  self-denial  of  your  forlorn  p.  pickle.’ 

Emilia,  w  ho  knew  the  nicety  of  our  hero’s  pride,  had  fore¬ 
seen  the  purport  of  this  epistle  before  it  came  to  her  hands  : 
she  did  not  therefore  despair  of  success,  nor  desist  from  the 
prosecution  of  her  plan,  which  was  no  other  than  that  of 
securing  her  own  happiness,  in  espousing  the  man  upon 
whom  she  had  fixed  her  unalterable  affection.  Confident  of 
his  honour,  and  fully  satisfied  of  the  mutual  passion  with 
which  they  were  inspired,  she  gradually  decoyed  him  into  a 
literary  correspondence,  wherein  she  attempted  to  refute  the 
arguments  on  which  he  grounded  his  refusal ;  and,  without 
doubt,  the  young  gentleman  was  not  a  little  pleased  with 
the  enjoyment  of  such  delightful  commerce,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  had  (more  than  ever)  an  opportunity  of  admiring 
the  poignancy  of  her  wit,  and  the  elegance  of  her  under¬ 
standing. 

The  contemplation  of  such  excellency,  while  it  strength¬ 
ened  the  chains  with  which  she  held  him  enslaved,  added 
emulation  to  the  other  motives  that  induced  him  to  main¬ 
tain  the  dispute ;  and  much  subtlety  of  reasoning  was  ex¬ 
pended  upon  both  sides  of  this  very  particular  question,  with¬ 
out  any  prospect  of  conviction  on  either  part ;  till  at  last  she 
began  to  despair  of  making  h  m  a  proselyte  to  her  opinion 
by  dint  of  argument ;  and  resolved  for  the  future  to  apply 
herself  chiefly  to  the  irresistible  prepossessions  of  his  love, 
which  were  not  at  all  diminished  or  impaired  by  the  essays 
of  her  pen.  With  this  view  she  proposed  a  conference,  pre¬ 
tending  that  it  was  impossible  to  convey  all  her  reflections 
upon  this  subject,  in  a  series  of  short  letters  ;  and  Godfrey 
undertook  to  bail  him  for  the  day  :  but,  conscious  of  her 
power,  he  would  not  trust  himself  in  her  presence,  though 
liis  heart  throbbed  with  all  the  eagerness  of  desire  to  see  her 
fair  eyes  disrobbed  of  that  resentmeut  which  they  had  wore 
so  long,  and  to  enjoy  the  ravishing  sweets  of  a  fond  recon¬ 
ciliation. 

Nature  could  not  have  held  out  against  such  powerful  at¬ 
tacks,  had  not  the  pride  and  caprice  of  his  disposition  been 
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gratified  to  the  full  in  the  triumph  of  his  resistance ;  he  look¬ 
ed  upon  the  contest  as  altogether  original,  and  persevered 
with  obstinacy,  because  he  thought  himself  sure  of  favour¬ 
able  terms,  whenever  he  should  be  disposed  to  capitulate. 
Perhaps  he  might  have  overshot  himself,  in  the  course  of  his 
perseverance  :  a  young  lady  of  Emilia’s  fortune  and  attrac¬ 
tions  could  not  fail  to  find  herself  surrounded  by  temptations, 
which  few  women  can  resist.  She  might  have  misinterpret¬ 
ed  the  meaning  of  some  paragraph,  or  taken  umbrage  at  an 
unguarded  expression  in  one  of  Peregrine’s  letters  :  she  might 
have  been  tired  out  by  his  obstinate  peculiarity,  or,  at  the 
long-run,  construed  it  into  madness,  slight,  or  indifference ; 
or,  rather  than  waste  her  prime  in  fruitless  endeavours  to  sub¬ 
due  the  pride  of  an  headstrong  humourist,  she  might  have 
listened  to  the  voice  of  some  admirer,  fraught  with  qualifi¬ 
cations  sufficient  to  engage  her  esteem  and  affection.  But 
all  these  possibilities  were  providentially  prevented  by  an  ac¬ 
cident  attended  with  more  important  consequences  than  any 
we  have  hitherto  recounted. 

Early  one  morning  Pipes  was  disturbed  by  the  arrival  of 
a  messenger,  w  ho  had  been  sent  express  from  the  country  by 
Mr.  Clover,  with  a  pricket  for  the  lieutenant,  and  arrived  in 
town  over  night ;  but  as  he  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
the  information  of  Jack’s  correspondent  in  the  city,  touch¬ 
ing  the  place  of  his  abode,  betorc  he  demanded  entrance  at 
the  Fleet  the  gate  was  shut ;  nor  would  the  turnkeys  admit 
him,  although  he  told  them  that.  he.  was  charged  with  a 
message  of  the  utmost  consequence  ;  so  that  he  was  fain  to 
tarry  till  day-break,  when  he,  at  his  earnest  solicitation, 
was  allowed  to  enter. 

Hatchway,  opening  the  packet,  found  a  letter  inclosed 
for  Peregrine,  with  an  earnest  request,  that  he  should  for¬ 
ward  it  to  the  hands  of  that  young  gentleman  with  all  pos¬ 
sible  dispatch.  Jack,  who  could  not  dive  into  the  meaning 
of  this  extraordinary  injunction,  began  to  imagine  that  Mrs. 
Clover  lay  at  the  point  of  death,  and  wanted  to  take  her  last 
farewel  of  her  brother  ;  and  this  conceit  worked  so  strongly 
upon  his  imagination,  that,  while  he  huddled  on  his  clothes, 
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and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  apartment  of  our  licro, 
he  could  not  help  cursing,  within  himself,  the  folly  of  the 
husband,  in  sending  such  disagreeable  messages  to  a  man  of 
Peregrine’s  impatient  temper,  already  soured  by  his  own  un¬ 
easy  situation. 

This  reflection  would  have  induced  him  to  suppress  the 
letter,  had  not  he  been  afraid  to  tamper  with  the  ticklish 
disposition  of  his  friend,  to  whom,  while  he  delivered  it, — 
4  as  for  my  own  part,’  said  he,  4  rnahap  I  may  have  as  much 
natural  affection  as  another ;  but,  when  my  spouse  parted, 
I  bore  my  misfortune  like  a  British  man  and  a  Christian : 
for  w  hy  ?  he’s  no  better  than  a  fresh-water  sailor,  who  knows 
not  how  to  stem  the  current  of  mischance.’ 

Pickle  being  waked  from  a  pleasant  dream,  in  which  the 
fair  Emilia  was  principally  concerned,  and  hearing  this 
strange  preamble,  sat  up  in  his  bed,  and  unsealed  the  let¬ 
ter,  in  a  state  of  mortification  and  disgust :  but  what  were 
the  emotions  of  his  soul,  when  he  read  the  following  intima- 
1  ion ! 

‘  dear  brother, — It  hath  pleased  God  to  take  your  father 
suddenly  of!  by  a  fit  of  apoplexy  ;  and  as  he  has  died  intestate,  I 
give  you  this  notice,  that  you  may,  with  all  speed,  come  down 
and  take  possession  of  your  right,  in  despite  of  Master  Gam  and 
his  mother,  who,  you  may  be  sure,  do  not  sit  easy  under  this  un¬ 
expected  dispensation  of  providence.  I  have,  by  virtue  of  being  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  taken  such  precautions  as  I  thought  neces¬ 
sary  for  your  advantage  ;  and  the  funeral  shall  be  deferred  until 
your  pleasure  be  known.  Your  sister,  though  sincerely  afflicted 
by  her  father’s  fate,  submits  to  the  will  of  heaven  with  laudable 
resignation,  and  begs  you  will  set  out  for  this  place  without  delay; 
in  which  request  she  is  joined  by,  sir,  your  affectionate  brother, 
and  humble  servant,  Charles  clover.’ 

Peregrine  at  first  looked  upon  this  epistle  as  a  mere  illusion 
of  the  brain,  and  a  continuation  of  the  reverie  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged.  He  read  it  ten  times  over,  without  being 
persuaded  that  he  was  actually  awake  :  he  rubbed  his  eyes, 
and  shook  his  head,  in  order  to  shake  oft'  the  drowsy  vapours 
that  surrounded  him  :  lie  hemmed  thrice  with  great  vocifer¬ 
ation,  snapped  his  fingers,  tweaked  his  nose,  started  up  from 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE. 


37g 

bis  bed,  and,  opening  the  casement,  took  a  survey  of  the 
well-known  objects  that  appeared  on  each  side  of  his  habit¬ 
ation.  Every  thing  seemed  congruous  and  connected,  and 
he  said  within  himself, — ‘  sure  this  is  the  most  distinct  dream 
that  ever  sleep  produced.’  Then  he  had  recourse  again  to 
the  paper,  which  he  carefully  perused,  without  finding  any 
variation  from  his  first  notion  of  the  contents. 

Hatchway  seeing  all  his  extravagancies  of  action,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  wild  stare  of  distraction,  began  to  believe  that 
his  head  was  at  length  fairly  turned,  and  was  really  meditat¬ 
ing  means  for  securing  his  person,  when  Pickle,  in  a  tone  of 
surprise,  exclaimed, — c  good  God !  am  I  or  am  I  not  awake  ?’ 
c  Why,  look  ye,  cousin  Pickle,’  replied  the  lieutenant,  {  that 
is  a  question  which  the  deep  sea-line  of  my  understanding 
is  not  long  enough  to  sound ;  but  howsomever,  tho’f  I  can’t 
trust  to  the  observation  I  have  taken,  it  shall  go  hard  but  I 
will  fall  upon  a  way  to  guess  whereabouts  we  are.’  So  say¬ 
ing,  he  lifted  up  a  pitcher  full  of  cold  water,  that  stood  be¬ 
hind  the  outward  door,  and  discharged  it  in  the  face  of 
Peregrine  without  ceremony  or  hesitation. 

This  remedy  produced  the  desired  effect :  unpalatable  as 
it  was,  the  young  gentleman  no  sooner  recovered  his  breath, 
which  was  endangered  by  such  a  sudden  application,  than 
he  thanked  his  friend  Jack  for  the  seasonable  operation  he 
had  performed.  Having  no  longer  any  just  reason  to  doubt 
the  reality  of  what  appeared  so  convincingly  to  his  senses, 
he  shifted  himself  on  the  instant,  not  without  hurry  and  tre¬ 
pidation  ;  and  putting  on  his  morning  dress,  sallied  forth 
to  the  Bare,  in  order  to  deliberate  with  himself  on  the  import¬ 
ant  intelligence  he  had  received. 

Hatchway,  not  yet  fully  convinced  of  his  sanity,  and 
curious  to  know  the  purport  of  the  letter,  which  had  affect¬ 
ed  him  in  such  an  extraordinary  manner,  carefully  attended 
his  footsteps  in  this  excursion,  in  hope  of  being  favoured 
with  his  confidence,  in  the  course  of  their  perambulation. 
Our  hero  no  sooner  appeared  at  the  street-door,  than  he  was 
saluted  by  the  messenger,  who  having  posted  himself  in  the 
way  for  that  purpose, — 4  God  bless  your  noble  honour,  Squire 
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Pickle,’  cried  be,  c  and  give  you  joy  of  succeeding  to  your 
father’s  estate.’  These  words  had  scarce  proceeded  from  his 
mouth,  when  the  lieutenant  hopping  eagerly  towards  the 
countryman,  squeezed  his  hand  with  great  affection,  and 
asked  if  the  old  gentleman  had  actually  taken  his  departure  ? 
i  Ay,  Master  Hatchway,’  replied  the  other,  ‘  in  such  a  woundy 
haste,  that  he  forgot  to  make  a  will.’  ‘  Bodyof  me!’  ex¬ 
claimed  the  seamau,  ‘  these  are  the  best  tidings  I  have  ever 
heard  since  I  first  went  to  sea.  Here,  my  lad,  take  my 
purse,  and  stow  thyself  chock-full  of  the  best  liquor  in  the 
land.’  So  saying,  he  tipped  the  peasant  with  ten  pieces, 
and  immediately  the  whole  place  echoed  with  the  sound  of 
Tom’s  instrument.  Peregrine,  repairing  to  the  walk,  com¬ 
municated  the  billet  to  his  honest  friend,  who,  at  his  desire, 
went  forthw  ith  to  the  lodgings  of  Captain  Gauntlet,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  less  than  half  an  hour  with  that  gentleman,  who  (I 
need  not  say)  was  heartily  rejoiced  at  the  occasion. 


CHAPTER  CIV. 

Peregrine  holds  a  consultation  with  his  friends,  in  consequence  of 

which  he  lids  adieu  to  the  Fleet . He  arrives  at  his  father's 

house,  and  asserts  his  right  of  inheritance. 

Nor  did  our  hero  keep  the  misanthrope  in  ignorance  of 
this  happy  turn  of  fortune :  Pipes  was  dispatched  to  the 
senior,  with  a  message  requesting  his  immediate  presence  ; 
and  he  accordingly  appeared,  in  obedience  to  the  summons, 
growling  with  discontent  for  having  been  deprived  of  several 
hours  of  his  natural  rest.  His  mouth  was  immediately  stop¬ 
ped  with  the  letter,  at  which  he  smiled  horrible  a  ghastly 
grin;  and,  after  a  compliment  of  gratulation,  they  entered 
into  close  divan,  about  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  event. 

There  was  no  room  for  much  debate  :  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  Pickle  should  set  out  with  all  possible  dispatch 
for  the  garrison,  to  which  Gauntlet  and  Hatchway  resolved 
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to  attend  him.  Pipes  was  accordingly  ordered  to  prepare  a 
couple  of  post  chaises,  while  Godfrey  went  to  procure  bail 
for  his  friend,  and  provide  them  with  money  for  the  expence 
of  the  expedition,  but  not  before  he  was  desired  by  Peregrine 
to  conceal  this  piece  of  news  from  his  sister,  that  our  youth 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  surprise  her  in  a  more  interest¬ 
ing  manner  after  he  should  have  settled  his  atFairs. 

All  these  previous  steps  being  taken,  in  less  than  an  hour 
our  hero  took  his  leave  of  the  Fleet,  after  he  had  left  twenty 
guineas  with  the  warden  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners, 
a  great  number  of  whom  convoyed  him  to  the  gate,  pouring 
forth  prayers  for  his  long  life  and  prosperity ;  and  he  took 
the  road  to  the  garrison,  in  the  most  elevated  transports  of 
joy,  unallayed  with  the  least  mixture  of  grief  at  the  death  of 
a  parent  whose  paternal  tenderness  he  had  never  known. 
His  breast  was  absolutely  a  stranger  to  that  boasted  ST«§y>j  or 
instinct  of  affection,  by  which  the  charities  are  supposed  to 
subsist. 

Of  all  the  journeys  he  had  ever  made,  this,  sure,  was  the 
most  delightful :  he  felt  all  the  ecstacy  that  must  naturally 
be  produced  in  a  young  man  of  his  imagination,  from  such 
a  sudden  transition  in  point  of  circumstances  ;  he  found  him¬ 
self  delivered  from  confinement  and  disgrace,  without  being 
obliged  to  any  person  upon  earth  for  his  deliverance ;  he  had 
it  now  in  his  power  to  retort  the  contempt  of  the  world  in  a 
manner  suited  to  his  most  sanguine  wish  ;  he  was  reconciled 
to  his  friend,  and  enabled  to  gratify  his  love,  even  upon  his 
own  terms ;  and  saw  himself  in  possession  of  a  fortune  more 
ample  than  his  first  inheritance,  with  a  stock  of  experience 
that  would  steer  him  clear  of  all  those  quicksands  among 
which  he  had  been  formerly  wrecked. 

In  the  middle  of  their  journey,  while  they  halted  at  an  inn 
for  a  short  refreshment  and  change  of  horses,  a  postilion  run¬ 
ning  up  to  Peregrine  in  the  yard,  fell  at  his  feet,  clasped  his 
knees  with  great  eagerness  and  agitation,  and  presented  to 
him  the  individual  face  of  his  old  valet  de  chambre.  The 
youth  perceiving  him  in  such  an  abject  garb  and  attitude, 
commanded  him  to  rise  and  tell  the  cause  of  such  a  miserable 
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reverse  in  his  fortune.  Upon  which  Hadgi  gave  him  to  un¬ 
derstand,  that  he  had  been  ruined  by  his  wife,  who,  hav¬ 
ing  robbed  him  of  all  his  cash  and  valuable  effects,  had 
eloped  from  his  house  with  one  of  his  own  customers,  who 
appeared  in  the  character  of  a  French  count,  but  was  in 
reality  no  other  than  an  Italian  fiddler ;  that,  in  consequence 
of  this  retreat,  he  (the  husband)  was  disabled  from  paying  a 
considerable  sum  which  he  had  set  apart  for  his  wine  merch¬ 
ant,  who  being  disappointed  in  his  expectation,  took  out  an 
execution  against  his  effects ;  and  the  rest  of  his  creditors 
following  his  example,  hunted  him  out  of  house  and  home; 
so  that,  finding  his  person  in  danger  at  London,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  escape  into  the  country,  skulking  about 
from  one  village  to  another,  till,  being  quite  destitute  of  all 
support,  he  had  undertaken  his  present  office,  to  save  him¬ 
self  from  starving. 

Peregrine  listened  with  compassion  to  his  lamentable  tale, 
which  too  well  accounted  for  his  not  appearing  in  the  Fleet, 
w  ith  offers  of  service  to  his  master  in  distress ;  a  circumstance 
that  Pickle  had  all  along  imputed  to  his  avarice  and  ingra¬ 
titude.  He  assured  him,  that,  as  he  had  been  the  means  of 
throwing  in  his  way  the  temptation  to  which  he  fell  a  sacri¬ 
fice,  he  would  charge  himself  with  the  retrieval  of  his  af¬ 
fairs  :  in  the  meantime,  he  made  him  taste  of  his  bounty, 
and  desired  him  to  continue  in  his  present  employment  until 
he  should  return  from  the  garrison,  when  he  would  consider 
his  situation,  and  do  something  for  his  immediate  relief. 

Hadgi  attempted  to  kiss  his  shoe,  and  wept,  or  affected  to 
weep,  with  sensibility,  at  this  gracious  reception ;  he  even 
made  a  merit  of  his  unwillingness  to  exercise  his  new  occu¬ 
pation,  and  earnestly  begged  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
give  immediate  attendance  upon  his  dear  master,  from  whom 
lie  could  not  bear  the  thoughts  of  a  second  parting.  His 
entreaties  were  reinforced  by  the  intercession  of  his  two 
friends,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Swiss  was  permitted  to 
follow  them  at  his  own  leisure,  while  they  set  forwards,  after 
a  slight  repast,  and  reached  the  place  of  their  destination 
before  ten  o’clock  at  night . 
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Peregrine,  instead  of  alighting  at  the  garrison  rode  straight¬ 
way  to  his  father’s  house  ;  and  no  person  appearing  to  re¬ 
ceive  him,  not  even  a  servant  to  take  care  of  his  chaise,  he 
dismounted  without  assistance.  Being  followed  by  his  two 
friends,  he  advanced;  into  the  hall,  where  perceiving  a  bell- 
rope,  he  made  immediate  application  to  it,  in  such  a  manner 
as  brought  a  couple  of  footmen  into  his  presence.  After 
having  reprimanded  them  with  a  stern  look,  for  their  neglect 
in  point  of  attendance,  he  commanded  them  to  shew  him 
into  an  apartment ;  and  as  they  seemed  unwilling  to  yield 
obedience  to  his  orders,  asked  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the 
family  ? 

One  of  them,  who  took  upon  himself  the  office  of  spokes¬ 
man,  replied  with  a  sullen  air,  that  they  had  been  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  old  Air.  Pickle,  and  now  that  he  was  dead,  thought 
themselves  bound  to  obey  no  body  but  their  lady,  and  her 
son  Mr.  Gamaliel.  This  declaration  had  scarce  proceeded 
from  his  mouth,  when  our  hero  gave  them  to  understand, 
that  since  they  were  not  disposed  to  own  any  other  master, 
they  must  change  their  quarters  immediately.  He  ordered 
them  to  decamp  without  further  preparation  ;  and  as  they 
still  continued  restive,  they  were  kicked  out  of  doors  by  the 
captain  and  his  friend  Hatchway.  Squire  Gam,  who  over¬ 
heard  every  thing  that  passed,  and  was  now  more  than  ever 
inflamed  with  (hat  rancour  which  he  had  sucked  with  his 
mother’s  milk,  flew  to  the  assistance  of  *his  adherents,  witli 
a  pistol  in  each  hand,  bellowing  thieves!  thieves!  with 
great  vociferation,  as  if  he  had  mistaken  the  business  of  the 
strangers,  «Jhd  actually  believed  himself  in  danger  of  being 
robbed.  Under  this  pretence  he  discharged  a  piece  at  bis 
brother,  who  luckily  escaped  the  shot,  closed  with  him  in  a 
moment,  and  wresting  the  other  pistol  from  his  gripe,  turn¬ 
ed  him  out  into  tl;e  court  yard,  to  the  consolation  of  his  two 
dependants. 

By  this  time,  Pipes  and  the  two  postilions  had  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  the  stables,  without  being  opposed  by  the  coach¬ 
man  and  his  deputy,  who  quietly  submitted  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  their  new  sovereign  :  but  the  noise  of  the  pistol  had 
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alarmed  Mrs.  Pickle,  who,  running  down  stairs,  with  the 
most  frantic  appearance,  attended  by  two  maids  and  the  cu¬ 
rate,  who  still  maintained  his  place  of  chaplain  and  ghostly 
director  in  the  family,  would  have  assaulted  our  hero  with 
her  nails,  had  not  she  been  restrained  by  her  attendants. 
Though  they  prevented  her  from  using  her  hands,  they 
could  not  hinder  her  from  exercising  her  tongue,  which  she 
wagged  against  him  with  all  the  virulence  of  malice.  She 
asked,  if  he  was  come  to  butcher  his  brother,  to  insult  his 
father’s  corpse,  and  triumph  in  her  affliction  ?  she  bestowed 
upon  him  the  epithets  of  spendthrift,  jail-bird,  and  unna¬ 
tural  ruffian ;  she  begged  pardon  of  God  for  having  brought 
such  a  monster  into  the  world,  accused  him  of  having 
brought  his  father’s  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave ;  and 
affirmed,  that,  were  he  to  touch  the  body,  it  would  bleed  at 
his  approach. 

Without  pretending  to  refute  the  articles  of  this  ridiculous 
charge,  he  allowed  her  to  ring  out  her  alarm  ;  and  then 
calmly  replied,  that  if  she  did  not  quietly  retire  to  her  cham¬ 
ber,  and  behave  as  became  a  person  in  her  present  situation, 
he  should  insist  upon  her  removing  to  another  lodging  with¬ 
out  delay ;  for  he  was  determined  to  be  master  in  his  own 
family.  The  lady,  who,  in  all  probability,  expected  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  appease  her  with  all  the  tenderness  of 
filial  submission,  was  so  much  exasperated  at  his  cavalier 
behaviour,  that  her'eonstitution  could  not  support  the  trans¬ 
ports  of  her  spirits  ;  and  she  was  carried  off  by  her  women 
in  a  fit,  while  the  officious  clergyman  was  dismissed  after 
his  pupil,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  disgrace.  * 

Our  hero  having  thus  made  his  quarters  good,  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  best  apartment  in  the  house,  and  sent  notice  of 
his  arrival  to  Mr.  Clover,  who,  with  his  wife,  visited  him  in 
less  than  an  hour,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  him 
so  suddenly  settled  in  his  father’s  house.  The  meeting  of 
Julia  and  her  brother  was  extremely  pathetic.  She  had  al¬ 
ways  loved  him  with  uncommon  tenderness,  and  looked  up¬ 
on  him  as  the  ornament  of  her  family  ;  but  she  had  heard 
of  his  extravagancies  with  regret,  and  though  she  considered 
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the  stories  that  were  circulated  at  his  expence,  as  the  mali¬ 
cious  exaggerations  of  his  mother  and  her  darling  son,  lief 
apprehension  had  been  grievously  alarmed  by  an  account 
of  his  imprisonment  and  distress,  which  had  been  accident¬ 
ally  conveyed  to  that  country  by  a  gentleman  from  London, 
who  had  been  formerly  of  his  acquaintance  ;  she  could  not, 
therefore,  without  the  most  tender  emotions  of  joy,  see  him, 
as  it  were,  restored  to  his  rightful  inheritance,  and  re-esta¬ 
blished  in  that  station  of  life  which  she  thought  he  could  fill 
with  dignity  and  importance. 

After  their  mutual  expressions  of  affection,  she  retired  to 
her  mother’s  chamber,  with  a  view  to  make  a  second  offer  of 
her  service  and  attendance,  which  had  been  already  rejected 
with  scorn  since  her  father’s  death ;  while  Peregrine  consult¬ 
ed  his  brother-in-law  about  the  affairs  of  the  family,  so  far 
as  they  had  fallen  within  his  cognizance  and  observation. 

Mr.  Clover  told  him,  that,  though  he  was  never  favoured 
with  the  confidence ,of  the  defunct,  he  knew  some  of  his  inti¬ 
mates,  who  had  been  tampered  with  by  Mrs.  Pickle,  and 
even  engaged  to  second  the  remonstrances  by  which  she  had 
often  endeavoured  to  persuade  her  husband  to  settle  his  af¬ 
fairs  by  a  formal  will ;  but  that  he  had  from  time  to  time 
evaded  their  importunities  with  surprising  excuses  of  pro¬ 
crastination,  that  plainly  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  inven¬ 
tion  and  design,  far  above  the  supposed  pitch  of  his  capa¬ 
city;  a  circumstance  from  which  Mr.  Clover  concluded, 
that  the  old  gentleman  imagined  his  life  would  not  have  been 
secure,  had  he  once  taken  such  a  step  as  would  have  render¬ 
ed  it  unnecessary  to  the  independence  of  his  second  son. 
He  moreover  observed,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  informa¬ 
tion,  he  no  sooner  heard  of  Mr.  Pickle’s  death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  at  the  club,  than  he  went  directly  with  a  lawyer  to 
his  house,  before  any  cabal  or  conspiracy  could  be  formed 
against  the  rightful  heir  ;  and,  in  presence  of  witnesses  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  purpose,  sealed  up  all  the  papers  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  after  the  widow  had,  in  the  first  transports  of  her 
sorrow  and  vexation,  fairly  owned  that  her  husband  bad 
died  intestate. 

Vol.  HI. 
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Peregrine  "was  extremely  well  satisfied  with  this  intelli¬ 
gence,  by  which  all  his  doubts  were  dispelled  ;  and  having 
cheerfully  supped  with  his  friends  on  a  cold  collation,  which 
his  brother-in-law  had  brought  in  his  chariot,  they  retired 
to  rest  in  different  chambers,  after  Julia  had  met  with  an¬ 
other  repulse  from  her  capricious  mother,  whose  overflowing 
rage  had  now  subsided  into  the  former  channel  of  calm  inve¬ 
teracy. 

Next  morning  the  house  was  supplied  with  some  servants 
from  the  garrison,  and  preparations  were  made  for  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  the  deceased.  Gam  having  taken  lodgings  in  the 
neighbourhood,  came  with  a  chaise  and  cart  to  demand  his 
mother,  together  with  his  own  clothps,  and  her  personal  ef¬ 
fects. 

Our  hero,  though  he  would  not  suffer  him  to  enter  the 
door,  allowed  his  proposal  to  be  communicated  to  the  wi¬ 
dow,  who  eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  removing, 
and  was,  with  her  own  baggage,  and  that  of  lier  beloved 
son,  conveyed  to  the  place  which  he  had  prepared  for  her 
reception.  Thither  she  was  followed  by  her  woman,  who 
was  desired  by  Peregrine  to  assure  her  mistress,  that  until  a 
regular  provision  could  be  settled  upon  her,  she  might  com¬ 
mand  him  in  point  of  money,  or  any  other  accommodation 
in  his  power. 


CHAPTER  CV. 

He  performs  the  last  offices  to  his  Jather,  and  returns  to  London 
upon  a  very  interesting  design. 

Suits  of  mourning  being  provided  for  himself,  his  friends, 
and  adherents,  and  every  other  previous  measure  taken  suit¬ 
able  to  the  occasion,  his  father  was  interred  in  a  private  man¬ 
ner,  in  the  parish  church  ;  and  his  papers  being  examined, 
in  presence  of  many  persons  of  honour  and  integrity,  invited 
for  that  purpose,  no  will  was  found,  or  any  other  deed,  in  fa- 
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vour  of  the  second  son,  though  it  appeared  by  the  marriage 
settlement,  that  the  widow  was  entitled  to  a  jointure  of  five 
hundred  pounds  a-year.  The  rest  of  his  papers  consisted 
of  East- India  bonds,  South-sea  annuities,  mortgages,  notes, 
and  assignments,  to  the  amount  of  fourscore  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  exclusive  of  the  house,  plate,  and 
furniture,  horses,  equipage,  and  cattle,  with  the  garden  and 
park  adjacent,  to  a  very  considerable  extent. . 

This  was  a  sum  that  evep  exceeded  his  expectation,  and 
could  not  fail  to  entertain  his  fancy  with  the  most  agreeable 
ideas.  He  found  himself  immediately  a  man  of  vast  conse¬ 
quence,  among  his  country  neighbours,  who  visited  him  with 
compliments  of  congratulation.,  and  treated  him  with  such 
respect  as  would  have  effectually  spoiled  any  young  man  of 
his  disppsition,  “who  had  not  the, same  advantages  of  experi¬ 
ence  as  he  had  already  purchased  at  a  very  extravagant 
price.  Thu^hielded  with  caution,  he  bore  his  prosperity 
with  surprising  temperance  ;  every  body  was  charmed  with 
his  affability  and  moderation.  When  he  made  a  circuit 
round  the  gentlemen  of  the  district,  in  order  to  repay  the 
coqrtesy  which  he  owed,  ke  was  caressed  by  them  with  un¬ 
common  assiduity,  and  advised  to  offer  himself  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  county  at  the:  next  election,  which,  they  sup¬ 
posed,  would  soon  happen,  because  the  present  member  was 
in  a  declining  state  of  health.  Nor  did  his  person  and  ad¬ 
dress  escape  unheeded  by  the  ladies,  many  of  whom  did  not 
scruple  to  spread  their  attractions  before  him,  with  a  view 
of  captivating  such  a  valuable  prize  ;  nay,  such  an  impres¬ 
sion  did  this  legacy  make  upon  a  certain  peer,  who  resided 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  he  cultivated  Pickle’s  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  great  eagerness,  and,  without  circumlocu¬ 
tion,  offered  to  him  in  marriage  his  only  daughter,  with  a 
very  considerable  fortune. 

Our  hero  expressed  himself  upon  this  occasion  as  became 
a  man  of  hqgour,  sensibility,  and  politeness ;  and  frankly 
gave  his  lordship  to  understand,  that  his  heart  was  already 
engaged.  He  was  pleased  with  the  opportunity  of  making 
such  a  sacrifice  of  his  passion  for  Emilia,  which,  by  thw 
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lime,  inflamed  his  thoughts  to  such  a  degree  of  impatience, 
that  he  resolved  to  depart  for  London  with  all  possible  Speed ; 
and  for  that  purpose  industriously  employed  almost  every 
hour  of  his  time  in  regulating  his  domestic  affairs.  He  paid 
off  all  his  father’s  servants,  and  hired  others,  at  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  his  sister,  who  promised  to  superintend  his 
household  in  his  absence :  he  advanced  the  first  half-yearly 
payment  of  his  mother’s  jointure ;  and  as  for  his  brother  Gamr 
he  gave  him  divers  opportunities  of  acknowledging  his  faults, 
so  as  that  he  might  have  answered  to  his  ow  n  conscience  for 
taking  any  step  in  his  favour ;  but  that  young  gentleman 
was  not  yet  sufficiently  humbled  by  misfortune,  and  not  only 
forbore  to  make  any  overtures  of  peace,  but  also  took  all  oc¬ 
casions  to  slander  the  conduct,  and  revile  the  person,  of  our 
hero,  being,  in  this  practice,  comforted  and  abetted  by  his- 
righteous  mamma. 

Every  thing  being  thus  settled  for  the  present,  the  trium¬ 
virate  set  out  on  their  return  to  town,  in  the  same  mariner  with 
that  in  which  they  had  arrived  in  the  country,  except  in 
this  small  variation,  that  Hatchway’s  chaise  companion  was 
now  the  valet  de  chambre  refitted,  instead  of  Pipes,  who, 
with  another  lacquey,  attended  them  on  horseback.  When 
they  had  performed  two  thirds  of  their  way  to  London,  they 
chanced  to  overtake  a  country  squire,  on  his  return  from  a 
visit  to  one  of  his  neighbours,  who  had  entertained  him  with 
such  hospitality,  that  (as  the  lieutenant  observed)  he  rolled 
himself  almost  gunwale  to  every  motion  of  his  horse,  which 
was  a  fine  hunter ;  and  when  the  chaises  passed  him* at  full 
speed,  he  set  up  the  sportsman’s  halloo,  in  a  voice  that 
sounded  like  a  French  horn,  clapping  spurs  to  Sorrel  at  the 
same  time,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  pace  of  the  machine. 

Peregrine,  who  was  animated  with  an  uncommon  flow 
of  spirits,  ordered  his  postillion  to  proceed  more  softly ;  and 
entered  into  conversation  with  the  stranger,  touching  the 
make  and  mettle  of  his  horse,  upon  which  he  descanted 
with  so  much  learning,  that  the  squire  was  astonished  at  his 
knowledge.  When  they  approached  his  habitation,  he  in¬ 
vited  the  young  gentleman  and  his  company  to  halt,  and 
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drink  a  bottle  of  his  ale  ;  and  was  so  pressing  in  his  solicita¬ 
tion,  that  they  complied  with  his  request.  He  accordingly 
conducted  them  through  a  spacious  avenue,  that  extended 
as  far  as  the  high  way,  to  the  gate  of  a  large  chateau ,  of  a 
most  noble  and  venerable  appearance,  which  induced  them 
to  alight  and  view  the  apartments,  contrary  to  their  first  in¬ 
tention  of  drinking  a  glass  of  his  October  at  the  door. 

The  rooms  were  every  way  suitable  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  outside,  and  our  hero  imagined  they  had  made  a  tour 
through  the  whole  sweep,  when  the  landlord  gave  him  to 
understand  that  they  had  not  yet  seen  the  best  apartment 
of  the  house,  and  immediately  led  them  into  a  spacious 
dining-room,  which  Peregrine  did  not  enter  without  giving- 
manifest  signs  of  uncommon  astonishment.  The  pannels  all 
round  were  covered  with  portraits  at  full  length  by  Vandyke ; 
and  not  one  of  them  appeared  without  a  ridiculous  tie  peri¬ 
wig,  in  the  style  of  those  that  usually  hang  over  the  shops 
of  twopenny  barbers.  The  strait  boots  in  which  the  figures 
had  been  originally  painted,  and  the  other  circumstances  of 
attitude  and  drapery,  so  inconsistent  with  this  monstrous 
furniture  of  the  head,  exhibited  such  a  ludicrous  appearance, 
that  Pickle’s  wonder  in  a  litte  time  gave  way  to  his  mirth, 
and  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  which  had 
well  nigh  deprived  him  of  his  breath. 

The  squire,  half  pleased  and  half  offended  at  this  expres¬ 
sion  of  ridicule, — 4  I  know,’  said  he, 4  what  makes  you  laugh 
so  woefully  :  you  think  it  strange  to  zee  my  vorefathers 
booted  and  spurred,  with  huge  three  tailed  periwigs  on  their 
pates.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this :  I  could  not  abide 
to  zee  the  pictures  of  my  vamily  with  a  parcel  of  loose  hair 
hanging  about  their  eyes,  like  zo  many  colts  ;  and  zo  I  em¬ 
ployed  a  painter  fellow  from  Lundon  to  clap  decent  periwigs 
upon  their  skulls,  at  the  rate  of  vive  shillings  a-head,  and 
offered  him  three  shillings  a-piece  to  furnish  each  with  an 
handsome  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings  :  but  the  rascal  think¬ 
ing  I  must  have  ’em  done  at  any  price  after  their  heads 
were  covered,  haggled  with  me  for  vour  shillings  a  picture  j 
and  zo,  rather  than  be  imposed  upon,  I  turned  him  off,  and 
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shall  let  ’em  stand  as  dry  are,  till  zome  more  reasonable 
brother  of  the  brush  comes  round  the  country.’ 

Pickle  commended  his  resolution,  though,  in  his  heart, 
he  blessed  himself  from  such  a  barbarous  Goth  ;  and,  after 
they  had  dispatched  two  or  three  bottles  of  his  beer,  they 
proceeded  on  their  journey,  and  arrived  in  town  about  eleven 
at  night.  ' 


CHAPTER  THE  LAST. 

He  enjoys  an  interview  with  Emilia,  and  makes ■  himself  ample 
amends  for  all  the  mortifications  of  his  life. 

Godfrey,  \yho  had  taken  leave  of  his  sister,  on  pretence 
of  making  a  short  excursion  with  Peregrine,  whose  health 
required  the  enjoyment  of  fresh  air,  after  his  long  confine¬ 
ment,  sent  a  message  to  her,  that  same  night,  announcing 
his  arrival,  and  giving  her  notice  that  he  would  breakfast 
with  her  next  morning;  when  he,  and  our  hero,  who,  had 
dressed  himself  for  the  purpose,  taking  a  hakncy-coach,  re¬ 
paired  to  her  lodging,  and  were  introduced  into  a  parlour 
adjoining  to  that  in  which  the  tea-table  was  set.  Here  they 
had  not  w  aited  many  minutes  when  they  heard  the  sound  of 
feet  coming  down  stairs  ;  upon  which  our  hero’s  heart  be¬ 
gan  to  beat  the  alarm.  He  concealed  himself  behind  the 
screen,  by  the  direction  of  his  friend,  whose  ears  being  sa¬ 
luted  with  Sophy’s  voice  from  the  next  room,  he  flew  into 
it  with  great  ardour,  and  enjoyed  upon  her  lips  the  sweet 
transports  of  a  meeting  so  unexpected ;  for  he  had  left  her 
in  her  father’s  house  at  Windsor. 

Amidst  these  emotions,  he  had  almost  forgot  the  situation 
of  Peregrine ;  w  hen  Emilia,  assuming  her  enchanting  air,— - 
c  is  not  this,’  said  she,  ‘  a  most  provoking  scene  to  a  young 
woman,  like  me,  who  am  doomed  to  wear  the  willow,  by 
the  strange  caprice  of  my  lover?  Upon  my  word,  brother, 
you  have  done  me  infinite  prejudice,  in  promoting  this  jaunt 
with  my  obstinate  correspondent ;  who,  I  suppose,  is  so 
ravished  with  this  transient  glimpse  of  liberty,  that  he  will 
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never  be  persuaded  to  incur  unnecessary  confinement  for  the 
future.’  4  My  dear  sister,’  replied  the  captain,  tauntingly, 
4  your  own  pride  set  him  the  example ;  so  you  must  e’en 
stand  to  the  consequence  of  his  imitation.’  4  ’Tis  a  hard 
case,  however,’  answered  the  fair  offender,  4  that  I  should 
suffer  all  my  life,'  by  one  venial  trespass.  Heigh  ho!  who 
would  imagine  that  a  sprightly  girl,  such  as  I,  with  ten 
thousand  pounds,  should  go  a-begging?  I  have  a  good  mind 
to  marry  the  next  person  that  asks  me  the  question,  in  order 
to  be  revenged  upon  this  unyielding  humourist.  Did  the 
dear  fellow  discover  no  inclination  to  see  m-.  in  all  the  term 
of  his  releasment  ?  Well,  if  ever  I  can  catch  the  fugitive 
again,  he  shall  sing  in  his  cage  for  life.’ 

It  is  impossible  to  convey  to  the  reader  a  just  idea  of  Pere¬ 
grine’s  transports,  while  he  overhead  *  his  declaration  ;  which 
was  no  sooner  pronounced,  than,  unable- to  resist  the  impe¬ 
tuosity  of  his  passion,  he  sprung  from  his  lurking  place,  ex¬ 
claiming, — 4  here  I  surrender;’  and  rushing  into  her  pre¬ 
sence,  was  so  dazzled  with  her  beauty,  that  his  speech  failed  : 
he  was  fixed  like  a  statue  to  the  floor  ;  and  all  his  faculties 
were,  absorbed  in  admiration.  Indeed,  she  was  now  in  the 
full  bloom  of  her  charms,  and  it  was  nearly  impossible  to 
look  upon  her  without  emotion.  What  then  must  have 
been  the  ecstacy  of  our  youth,  whose  passion  was  whetted 
with  all  the  incitements  which  could  stimulate  the  human 
heart!  The  ladies  screamed  with  surprise  at  his  appearance, 
and  Emilia  underwent  such  agitation  as  flushed  every  charm 
with  irresistible  energy  ;  her  cheeks  glowed  with  a  most  de¬ 
licate  suffusion,  and  her  bosom  heaved  with  such  bewitch¬ 
ing  undulation,  that  the  cambric  could  not  conceal  or  con¬ 
tain  the  snowy  hemispheres,  that  rose  like  a  vision  of  para¬ 
dise  to  his  view. 

While  lie  was  almost  fainting  with  unutterable  delight, 
she  seemed  to  sink  under  the  tumults  of  tenderness  and  con¬ 
fusion;  when  our  hero  perceiving  her  condition,  obeyed  the 
impulse  of  his  love,  and  circled  the  charmer  in  his  arms, 
without  suffering  the  least  frown  or  symptom  of  displeasure. 
Not  all  the  pleasures  of  his  lile  had  amounted  to  the  ineffable 


392 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF 


joy  of  this  embrace,  in  which  he  continued  for  some  minutes 
totally  entranced.  He  fastened  upon  her  pouting  lips  with 
all, the  eagerness  of  rapture;  and,  while  his  brain  seemed 
to  whirl  round  with  transport,  exclaimed  in  a  delirium  of 
bliss, — 4  Heaven  and  earth  !  this  is  too  much  to  bear.’ 

His  imagination  was  accordingly  relieved,  and  his  atten¬ 
tion  in  some  measure  divided,  by  the  interposition  of  Sophy, 
who  kindly  chid  him  for  his  having  overlooked  his  old 
friends:  thus  accosted,  he  quitted  his  delicious  armful,  and, 
saluting  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  asked  pardon  for  his  neglect ;  ob¬ 
serving  that  such  rudeness  was  excusable,  considering  the 
long  and  unhappy  exile  which  he  had  suffered  from  the 
jewel  of  his  soul.  Then  turning  to  Emilia, — 4  I  am  come, 
madam,’  said  he,  4  to  claim  the  performance  of  your  pro¬ 
mise,  which  I  can  produce  under  your  own  fair  hand  :  you 
may,  therefore,  lay  aside  all  superfluous  ceremony  and  shy¬ 
ness,  and  crown  my  happiness  without  farther  delay ;  for, 
upon  my  soul !  my  thoughts  are  wound  up  to  the  last  pitch 
of  expectation,  and  I  shall  certainty  run  distracted,  if  I  am 
doomed  to  any  term  of  probation.’ 

His  mistress  having  by  this  time  recollected  herself,  re¬ 
plied,  with  a  most  exhilarating  smile, — 4  I  ought  to  punish 
you  for  your  obstinacy  with  the  mortification  of  a  twelve- 
months  trial ;  but  it  is  dangerous  to  tamper  with  an  ad¬ 
mirer  of  your  disposition,  and  therefore,  I  think  I  must 
make  sure  of  you  while  it  is  in  my  power.’  4  You  are  will¬ 
ing  then  to  take  me  for  better  for  worse,  in  presence  of  Hea¬ 
ven  and  these  w  itnesses  ?’  cried  Peregrine  kneeling,  and  ap¬ 
plying  her  hand  to  his  lips,  At  this  interrogation,  her  fea¬ 
tures  softened  into  an  amazing  expression  of  condescending 
love  ;  and  w  hile  she  darted  a  side-glance  that  thrilled  to  his 
marrow,  and  heaved  a  sigh  more  soft  than  Zephyr’s  balmy 

w  ing,  her  answer  w  as,' — 4  why — ay - and  Heaven  grant  me 

patience  to  bear  the  humours  of  such  a  yoke-fellow.’  4  And 
may  the  same  powers,’  replied  the  youth,  4  grant  me  life 
and  opportunity  to  manifest  the  immensity  of  my  love. 
Meanwhile,  1  have  eighty  thousand  pounds,  which  shall  be 
laid  immediately  in  your  lap.’ 
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So  saying,  lie  sealed  the  contract  upon  her  lips,  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  mystery  of  his  last  words,  which  had  begun  to 
operate  upon  the  wonder  of  the  two  sisters.  Sophy  was  agree¬ 
ably  surprised  with  the  account  of  his  good  fortune ;  nor 
was  it,  in  all  probability,  unacceptable  to  the  lovely  Emilia ; 
though,  from  this  information,  she  took  an  opportunity  to 
upbraid  her  admirer  with  the  inflexibility  of  his  pride, 
which  (she  scrupled  not  to  say)  would  have  baffled  all  the 
suggestions  of  his  passion,  had  it  not  been  gratified  by  this 
providential  event. 

Matters  being  thus  happily  matured,  the  lover  begged 
that  immediate  recourse  might  be  had  to  the  church,  and 
his  happiness  ascertained  before  night.  But  the  bride  ob¬ 
jected  with  great  vehemence  to  such  precipitation,  being 
desirous  of  her  mother’s  presence  at  the  ceremony ;  and  she 
was  seconded  in  her  opinion  by  her  brother’s  wife.  Pere¬ 
grine,  maddening  with  desire,  assaulted  her  with  the  most 
earnest  entreaties,  representing,  that,  as  her  mother’s  consent 
was  already  obtained,  there  was  surely  no  necessity  for  a  de¬ 
lay,  that  must  infallibly  make  a  dangerous  impression  upon 
his  brain  and  constitution.  He  fell  at  her  feet,  in  all  the 
agony  of  impatience ;  swore  that  his  life  and  intellects  would 
actually  be  in  jeopardy  by  her  refusal ;  and  when  she  at¬ 
tempted  to  argue  him  out  of  his  demand,  began  to  rave  with 
such  extravagance,  that  Sophy  was  frightened  into  convic¬ 
tion  ;  and  Godfrey  enforcing  the  remonstrances  of  his  friend, 
the  amiable  Emilia  was  teased  into  compliance. 

After  breakfast  the  bridegroom  and  his  companion  set  out 
for  the  Commons  for  a  licence,  having  first  agreed  upon  the 
house  at  which  the  ceremony  should  be  performed,  in  the 
lodgings  of  the  bride ;  and  the  permission  being  obtained, 
they  found  means  to  engage  a  clergyman,  who  undertook  to 
attend  them  at  their  own  time  and  place.  Then  a  ring  was 
purchased  for  the  occasion  ;  and  they  went  in  search  of 
the  lieutenant,  with  whom  they  dined  at  a  tavern,  and  not 
only  made  him  acquainted  with  the  steps  they  had  taken, 
but  desired  that  he  would  stand  godfather  to  the  bride:  an 
employment  which  Jack  accepted  with  demonstrations  of 
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particular  satisfaction  ;  till  chancing  to  look  into  the  street, 
and  seeing  Cadwallader  approach  the  door,  in  consequence 
of  a  message  they  had  sent  to  him  by  Pipes,  he  declined  the 
office  in  favour  of  the  senior;  who  was  accordingly  ordained 
for  that  purpose,  on  the  supposition  that  such  a  mark  of 
regard  might  facilitate  his  concurrence  with  a  match,  which 
otherwise  he  would  certainly  oppose,  as  he  was  a  professed 
enemy  to  wedlock,  and,  as  yet,  ignorant  of  Peregrine’s  in¬ 
tention. 

After  having  congratulated  Pickle  upon  his  succession,  and 
shook  his  two  friends  by  the  hand,  the  misanthrope  asked 
whose  mare  was  dead,  that  he  was  summoned  in  such  a  plaguy 
hurry  from  his  dinner,  which  he  had  been  fain  to  gobble 
up  like  a  cannibal  ?  Our  hero  gave  him  to  understand,  that 
they  had  made  an  appointment  to  drink  tea  with  two  agree¬ 
able  ladies,  and  were  unwilling  that  he  should  lose  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  enjoying  an  entertainment  which  he  loved  so 
much.  Crabtree,  shrivelling  up  his  face  like  an  autumn 
leaf  at  this  intimation,  cursed  his  complaisance,  and  swore 
they  should  keep  their  assignation  without  him ;  for  he  and 
lechery  had  shook  hands  many  years  ago. 

The  bridegroom,  however,  likening  him  unto  an  old 
coachman,  who  still  delights  in  the  smack  of  the  whip,  and 
dropping  some  flattering  hints  of  his  manhood,  even  at  these 
years,  he  was  gradually  prevailed  upon  to  accompany  them 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  where,  being  ushered  into  a 
dining-room,  they  had  not  waited  three  minnutes,  when 
they  were  joined  by  the  parson,  who  had  oberved  the  hour 
with  great  punctuality. 

This  gentleman  no  sooner  entered  the  room,  than  Cad¬ 
wallader,  in  a  whisper  to  Gauntlet,  asked  if  that  was  not 
the  cock-bawd  ?  and,  before  the  captain  could  make  any 
reply , — 4  What  an  unconscionable  whoremaster  the  rogue 
is !’  said  he,  4  scarce  discharged  from  confinement,  and 
sweetened  with  a  little  fresh  air,  when  he  wenches  with  a 
pimp  in  canonicals  in  his  pay.’  The  door  again  opened, 
and  Emilia  broke  in  upon  them,  with  such  dignity  of  mein, 
and  divinity  of  aspect,  as  inspired  every  spectator  witli 
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astonishment  and  admiration.  The  lieutenant,  who  had 
not  seen  her  since  her  charms  were  ripened  into  such  per¬ 
fection,  expressed  his  wonder  and.  approbation  in  an  excla¬ 
mation  of — 4  add’s  zooks  !  what  a  glorious  galley !’  and  the 
misanthrope’s  visage  was  instantly  metamorphosed  into  the 
face  of  a  mountain  goat.  He  licked  his  lips  instinctively, 
snuffed  the  air,  and  squinted  with  a  most  horrible  obliquity 
of  vision. 

The  bride  and  her  sister  being  seated,  and  Hatchway 
having  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  the  former,  who  re¬ 
cognized  him  with  particular  civility,  Peregrine  withdrew 
into  another  apartment  with  his  friend  Crabtree,  to  whom 
he  imparted  the  design  of  this  meeting ;  which  the  latter 
no  sooner  understood,  than  he  attempted  to  retreat,  without 
making  any  other  reply  than  that  of — 4  pshaw !  rot  your  ma¬ 
trimony  !  can’t  you  put  your  neck  in  the  noose,  without 
my  being  a  witness  of  your  folly  ?’ 

The  youug  gentleman,  in  order  to  vanquish  this  aversion, 
stepped  to  the  door  of  the  next  room,  and  begged  the  favour 
of  speaking  with  Emilia,  to  whom  he  introduced  the  testy 
old  bachelor,  as  one  of  his  particular  friends,  who  desired 
to  have  the  honour  of  giving  her  away.  The  bewitching 
smile  with  which  she  received  his  salute,  and  granted  his 
request,  at  once  overcame  the  disapprobation  of  the  misan¬ 
thrope,  who,  with  a  relaxation  in  his  countenance,  which 
had  never  been  perceived  before  that  instant,  thanked  her  in 
the  most  polite  terms  for  such  an  agreeable  mark  of  distinc¬ 
tion.  lie  accordingly  led  her  into  the  dining-room,  where 
the  ceremony  was  performed  without  delay ;  and  after  the 
husband  had  asserted  his  prerogative  on  her  lips,  the  whole 
company  saluted  her  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Pickle. 

I  shall  leave  the  sensible  reader  to  judge  what  passed  at 
this  juncture,  within  the  bosoms  of  the  new-married  couple: 
Peregrine’s  heart  was  fired  with  inexpressible  ardour  and  im¬ 
patience;  while  the  transports  of  the  bride  were  mingled  with 
a  dash  of  ditlidencc  Sind  apprehension.  Gauntlet  saw  it  would 
be  too  much  for  both,  to  bear  their  present  tantalizing  situ¬ 
ation  till  night,  without  some  amusement  to  diverge  their 
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thoughts ;  and  therefore  proposed  to  pass  part  of  the  even¬ 
ing  at  the  public  entertainments  in  Marybone  gardens,  which 
were  at  that  time  frequented  by  the  best  company  in  town. 
The  scheme  was  relished  by  the  discreet  Sophy,  who  saw 
the  meaning  of  the  proposal,  and  the  bride  submitted  to  the 
persuasion  of  her  sister  ;  so  that,  after  tea,  two  coaches  were 
called,  and  Peregrine  was  forcibly  separated  from  his  charm¬ 
er  during  the  conveyance. 

The  new-married  couple  and  their  company  having  made 
shift  to  spend  the  evening,  and  supped  on  a  slight  collation 
in  one  of  the  boxes,  Peregrine’s  patience  was  almost  quite 
exhausted ;  and  taking  Godfrey  aside,  he  imparted  his  in¬ 
tention  to  withdraw'  in  private  from  the  sea-wit  of  his  friend 
Hatchway,  who  would  otherwise  retard  his  bliss  with  un¬ 
seasonable  impediments,  which,  at  present,  he  could  not 
possibly  bear.  Gauntlet,  who  sympathized  with  his  im¬ 
patience,  undertook  to  intoxicate  the  lieutenant  with  bum¬ 
pers  to  the  joy  of  the  bride,  and,  in  the  meantime,  desired 
Sophy  to  retire  with  his  sister,  under  the  auspices  of  Cad- 
wallader,  w  ho  promised  to  squire  them  home. 

The  ladies  were  accordingly  conducted  to  the  coach,  and 
Jack  proposed  to  the  captain,  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  joke, 
the  bridegroom  should  be  plied  with  liquor,  in  such  a  man¬ 
ner  as  would  effectually  disable  him  from  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  good  fortune  for  one  night  at  least.  Gauntlet  seemed 
to  relish  the  scheme,  and  they  prevailed  upon  Pickle  to  ac¬ 
company  them  to  a  certain  tavern,  on  pretence  of  drinking 
a  farewell  glass  to  a  single  life  ;  there  the  bottle  was  circulat¬ 
ed,  till  Hatchway’s  brain  began  to  suffer  innovation.  As  he 
had  secured  our  hero’s  hat  and  sword,  he  felt  no  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  an  elopement,  which,  however,  was  effected  ;  and 
the  youth  hastened  on  the  wings  of  love  to  the  arms  of  his 
enchanting  bride.  He  found  Crabtree  in  a  parlour  waiting 
for  his  return,  and  disposed  to  entertain  him  with  a  lecture 
upon  temperance ;  to  which  he  paid  very  little  attention, 
but  ringing  for  Emilia’s  maid,  desired  to  know  if  her  mis¬ 
tress  was  a-bed.  Being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  sent 
her  up  stairs  to  announce  his  arrival,  undressed  himself  to  a 
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foose  gown  and  slippers,  and  wishing  the  misanthrope  good 
night,  after  having  desired  to  see  him  next  day,  followed  in 
person  to  the  delicious  scene,  where  he  found  her  elegantly 
dished  out,  the  fairest  daughter  of  chastity  and  love. 

When  he  approached,  she  was  overwhelmed  with  confu¬ 
sion,  and  hid  her  lovely  face  from  his  transporting  view.  Mrs. 
Gauntlet,  seeing  his  eyes  kindled  at  the  occasion,  kissed  her 
charming  sister,  who,  throwing  her  snowy  arms  about  her 
neck,  would  have  detained  her  in  the  room,  had  not  Pere¬ 
grine  gently  disengaged  her  confidant  from  her  embrace,  and 
conducted  her  trembling  to  the  door  ;  which  having  bolted 
and  barricadoed,  he  profited  by  his  good  fortune,  and  his 
felicity  was  perfect. 

Next  day  he  rose  about  noon,  and  found  his  three  friends 
assembled,  when  he  learned  that  Jack  had  fallen  in  his  own 
snare,  and  been  obliged  to  lie  in  the  same  tavern  where  he 
fell :  a  circumstance  of  which  he  was  so  much  ashamed,  that 
Peregrine  and  his  wife  escaped  many  jokes,  which  he  would 
have  certainly  cracked,  had  he  not  lain  under  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  this  disgrace.  In  half  an  hour  after  he  came  down, 
Mrs.  Pickle  appeared  with  Sophy,  blushing  like  Aurora  or 
the  goddess  of  health,  and  sending  forth  emanations  of 
beauty  unparalleled  :  she  was  complimented  upon  her 
change  of  sit  uation  by  all  present,  and  by  none  more  warmly 
than  by  old  Crabtree,  who  declared  himself  so  well  satisfied 
with  his  friend’s  good  fortune,  as  to  be  almost  reconciled  to 
that  institution,  against  which  he  had  declaimed  during  the 
best  part  of  his  life. 

An  express  was  immediately  dispatched  to  Mrs.  Gauntlet, 
with  an  account  of  her  daughter’s  marriage  ;  a  town-house 
was  hired,  and  a  handsome  equipage  set  up,  in  which  the 
new-married  pair  appeared  at  all  public  places,  to  the 
astonishment  of  our  adventurer’s  fair  weather-friends,  and 
the  admiration  of  all  the  world :  for,  in  point  of  figure,  such 
another  couple  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  united  king¬ 
dom.  Envy  despaired,  and  detraction  was  struck  dumb, 
when  our  hero’s  new  accession  of  fortune  was  consigned  to 
the  celebration  of  public  fame :  Emilia  attracted  the  notice 
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of  all  observers,  from  the  pert  templar  to  the  sovereign 
himself,  who  was  pleased  to  bestow  encomiums  upon  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  her  beauty.  Many  persons  of  consequence,  who 
had  dropped  the  acquaintance  of  Peregrine  in  the  beginning 
of  his  decline,  now  made  open  efforts  to  cultivate  his  friend¬ 
ship  anew  ;  but  he  discouraged  all  these  advances  with  the 
most  mortifying  disdain  ;  and  one  day  when  the  nobleman, 
whom  he  had  formerly  obliged,  came  up  to  him  in  the  draw¬ 
ing-room,  with  the  salutation  of— (  your  servant,  Mr.  Pickle,’ 
he  eyed  him  with  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt,  saying, — i  I 
suppose  your  lordship  is  mistaken  in  your  man,’  and  turn¬ 
ed  his  head  another  way,  in  presence  of  the  whole  court. 

When  he  had  made  a  circuit  round  all  the  places  fre¬ 
quented  by  the  beau  monde,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  those 
against  whom  his  resentment  was  kindled,  paid  off  his  debts, 
and  settled  his  money-matters  in  town,  Hatchway  was  dis¬ 
missed  to  the  country,  in  order  to  prepare  for  the  reception 
of  his  fair  Emilia.  In  a  few  days  after  his  departure^the 
whole  company  (Cadwallader  himself  included)  set  out  for 
his  father’s  house,  and,  in  their  way,  took  up  Mrs.  Gaunt¬ 
let,  the  mother,  who  was  sincerely  rejoiced  to  see  our  hero 
in  the  capacity  of  her  son-in-law.  From  her  habitation  they 
proceeded  homewards  at  an  easy  pace,  and,  amidst  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  whole  parish,  entered  their  own  house, 
where  Emilia  was  received  in  the  most  tender  manner  by  Mr. 
Clover’s  wife,  who  had  provided  every  thing  for  her  case 
and  accommodation,  and,  next  day,  surrendered  unto  her 
the  management  of  her  own  household  affairs. 
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PREFACE. 

Wh  atever  reluctance  I  have  to  trouble  the  public  with  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  mortifications  I  have  suffered  in  my  attempts  to  bring 
the  ensuing  performance  on  the  stage,  I  think  it  a  duty  incum¬ 
bent  upon  me  to  declare  my  reasons  for  presenting  it  in  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner ;  and,  if  the  explanation  shall  be  found  either 
tedious  or  triifiing,  I  hope  the  candid  reader  will  charge  my  imper¬ 
tinence  upon  those  who  drove  me  to  the  necessity  of  making 
such  an  ineffectual  appeal. 

Besides,  I  flatter  myself,  that  a  fair  representation  of  the  usage 
I  have  met  with,  will  be  as  a  beacon  to  caution  other  inexperi¬ 
enced  authors  against  the  insincerity  of  managers ;  to  which  they 
might  otherwise  become  egregious  dupes,  and,  after  a  cajoling 
dream  of  good  fortune,  wake  in  all  the  aggravation  of  disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Although  I  claim  no  merit  for  having  finished  a  Tragedy  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  I  cannot  help  thinking  myself  entitled  to 
some  share  of  indulgence,  for  the  humility,  industry,  and  patience, 
I  have  exerted  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  in  which  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  production  hath  been  exposed  to  the  censure  of  critics  of  all 
degrees,  and,  in  consequence  of  their  several  opinions,  altered, 
(and  I  hope),  amended,  times  without  number. 

B  b  2 
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Had  some  of  those  who  were  pleased  to  call  themselves  my 
friends  been  at  any  pains  to  deserve  the  charafter,  and  told  me 
ingenuously  what  I  had  to  expect  in  the  capacity  of  an  author, 
when  I  first  professed  myself  of  that  venerable  fraternity,  I  should, 
in  all  probability,  have  spared  myself  the  incredible  labour  and . 
chagrin  I  have  since  undergone:  hut,  as  early  as  the  year  1739, 
my  play  was  taken  into  the  proteftion  of  one  of  those  little  fel¬ 
lows  who  are  sometimes  called  great  men ;  and,  like  other  orphans, 
negledled  accordingly. 

Stung  with  resentment,  which  I  mistook  for  contempt,  I  re¬ 
solved  to  punish  this  barbarous  indifference,  and  a&ually  discarded 
my  patron;  consoling  myself  with  the  barren  praise  of  a  few  as¬ 
sociates,  who,  in  the  most  indefatigable  manner,  employed  their 
time  and  influence  in  collecting  from  all  quarters  observations  on 
my  piece,  which,  in  consequence  of  those  suggestions,  put  on  a 
new  appearance  almost  every  day,  until  my  occasions  called  me 
out  of  the  kingdom. 

— Soon  after  my  return,  I  and  my  production  were  introduced 
to  a  late  patentee,  of  courteous  memory  (who  rest  his  soul! )  found 
means  to  amuse  me  a  whole  season,  and  then  declared  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  bring  it  on  till  next  year ;  advising  me  to  make  my  ap¬ 
plication  more  early  in  the  winter,  that  we  might  have  time  to 
concert  such  alterations  as  should  be  thought  necessary  for  its 
successful  appearance  on  the  stage. — But  I  did  not  find  my 
account  in  following  this  wholesome  advice ;  for,  to  me,  he  was 
always  less  and  less  at  leisure.  In  short,  after  sundry  promises, 
and  numberless  evasions,  in  the  course  of  which  he  practised  upon 
me  the  whole  art  of  procrastination,  I  demanded  his  final  answer, 
with  such  obstinacy  and  warmth,  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  my 
importunity,  and  refused  my  tragedy  in  plain  terms. — Not  that 
he  mentioned  any  material  objections  to  the  piece  itself,  but 
seemed  to  fear  my  interest  was  not  sufficient  to  support  it  in  the 
representation  ;  affirming,  that  no  dramatic  composition,  however 
perfect,  could  succeed  with  an  English  audience,  by  its  own  merit 
only,  but  must  entirely  depend  upon  a  faction  raised  in  its  behalf. 
Incensed  at  this  unexpected  declaration,  I  reproached  him  bit¬ 
terly  for  having  trifled  with  me  so  long;  and,  like  my  brother 
Bays,  threatened  to  carry  my  performance  to  the  other  house. 

This  was  actually  my  intention,  when  I  was  given  to  under¬ 
stand  by  a  friend,  that  a  nobleman  of  great  weight  had  expressed 
an  inclination  to  peruse  it;  and  that,  as  interest  was  requisite,  I 
could  not  do  better  than  gratify  his  desire  with  all  expedition.  I 
committed  it  accordingly  to  the  care  of  my  counsellor,  who  under¬ 
took  to  give  me  a  good  account  of  it  in  less  than  a  fortnight: 
but  four  months  elapsed  before  I  heard  any  tidings  of  my  play ; 
and  then  it  was  retrieved  by  pure  accident  (I  believe)  from  the 
most  dishonourable  apartment  of  his  lordship’s  house. 
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Enraged  at  the  behaviour  of  this  supercilious  peer,  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  mortified  at  the  miscarriage  of  all  my  efforts,  I  wreaked  my 
resentment  upon  the  innocent  cause  of  my  disgraces,  and  forthwith 
condemned  it  to  oblivion,  where,  in  all  probability,  it  would  have 
for  ever  slept,  like  a  miserable  abortion,  had  not  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  of  learning  and  taste  waked  my  paternal  sense,  and  persuaded 
me  not  only  to  rescue  it  from  the  tomb,  where  it  had  lain  two 
•whole  years,  but  also  to  new-model  the  plan,  which  was  imperfect 
and  undigested  before,  and  mould  it  into  a  regular  tragedy,  con  - 
fined  within  the  unities  of  the  drama. 

Thus  improved,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
wrote  for  the  stage,  and  happened  to  please  him  so  much  that  he 
spoke  of  it  very  cordially  to  a  young  nobleman,  since  deceased, 
who,  in  a  most  generous  manner,  charged  himself  with  the  care  of 
introducing  it  to  the  public ;  and,  in  the  meantime  honoured  me 
with  his  own  remarks,  in  conformity  to  which  it  was  immediately 
altered,  and  offered  by  his  lordship  to  the  new  manager  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre.  It  was  about  the  latter  end  of  the  season  when 
this  candid  personage,  to  whom  I  owe  many  obligations  for  the 
exercises  of  patience  he  has  set  me, received  the  performance,  which, 
some  weeks  after,  he  returned,  assuring  my  friend  that  he  was  prc- 
engaged  to  another  author,  but  if  I  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
reserve  it  till  the  ensuing  winter,  he  would  bring  it  on.  In  the 
interim  my  noble  patron  left  London,  whither  he  was  doomed 
never  to  return;  and  the  conscientious  manager,  next  season,  in¬ 
stead  of  fulfilling  his  own  promise  and  my  expectation,  gratified 
the  town  with  the  production  of  a  play,  the  fate  of  which  every¬ 
body  knows. 

I  shall  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  reflections  on  this  event,  and 
proceed  to  relate  the  other  particulars  of  fortune  that  attended 
my  unhappy  issue,  which,  in  the  succeeding  spring,  had  the  good 
luck  to  acquire  the  approbation  of  an  eminent  wit,  who  proposed 
a  few  amendments,  and  recommended  it  to  a  person,  by  whose 
influence  I  laid  my  account  with  seeing  it  appear  at  last,  with 
such  advantage  as  should  make  ample  amends  for  all  my  disap¬ 
pointments. 

But  here,  too,  I  reckoned  without  my  host.  The  master  of 
Covent- garden  theatre  bluntly  rejected  it,  as  a  piece  altogether 
unfit  for  the  stage  ;  even  after  he  had  told  me,  in  presence  of  an¬ 
other  gentleman,  that  he  believed  he  should  not  venture  to  find 
fault  with  my  performance,  which  had  gained  the  good  opinion 
of  the  honourable  person  who  approved  and  recommended  my 
play. 

Baffled  in  every  attempt,  I  renounced  all  hopes  of  its  seeing  the 
light,  when  a  humane  lady  of  quality  interposed  so  urgently  in 
its  behalf,  with  my  worthy  friend  the  other  manager,  that  he  veiy 
eomplaisantly  received  it  again,  and  had  recourse  to  the  old  mys- 
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tery  of  protraction,  which  he  exercised  with  such  success,  that 
the  season  was  almost  consumed  before  he  could  afford  it  a  read¬ 
ing.  My  patience  being  by  this  time  quite  exhausted,  I  desired  a 
gentleman,  who  interested  himself  in  my  concerns,  to  go  and 
expostulate  with  the  vaticide:  and  indeed  this  piece  of  friendship 
he  performed  with  so  much  zeal,  upbraiding  him  with  his  eva¬ 
sive  and  presumptuous  behaviour,  that  the  sage  politician  was 
enraged  at  his  reprimand,  and  in  the  mettle  of  his  wrath  pro¬ 
nounced  my  play  a  wretched  piece,  deficient  in  language,  senti¬ 
ment,  character,  and  plan.  My  friend,  who  was  surprised  at  the 
hardiness  and  severity  of  this  sentence,  asking  how  he  came  to 
change  his  opinion,  which  had  been  more  favourable  when  the 
tragedy  was  first  put  into  his  hands  ?  he  answered,  that  his  opi¬ 
nion  was  not  altered,  neither  had  he  ever  uttered  an  expression 
in  its  favour. 

This  was  an  unlucky  assertion:  for  the  other  immediately 
produced  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  the  young  nobleman 
two  years  before,  beginning  with  these  words — 

‘  Sir,  I  have  received  Mr.  L - *s  answer;  who  says,  he 

thinks  your  play  has  undubitable  merit,  but  his  prior  promises  to 

Mr.  T - n,  as  an  honest  man,  cannot  be  evaded.’ - 

And  concluding  thus  :  “  As  the  manager  has  promised  me  the 
choice  of  the  season  next  year,  if  you’ll  be  advised  by  me,  rest  it 
with  me.’ 

After  having  made  some  remarks  suitable  to  the  occasion,  my 
friend  left  him  to  chew  the  cud  of  reflection,  the  result  of  which 
was,  a  message  to  my  patroness,  importing  ("with  many  expres¬ 
sions  of  duty)  that  neither  the  circumstances  of  his  company,  nor 
the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  would  permit  him  to  obey  her 
command,  but  if  I  would  wait  till  next  winter,  and  during  the 
summer  make  such  alterations  as  I  had  agreed  to,  at  a  conference 
withsome  of  his  principal  performers,  he  would  assuredly  put  my 
play  in  rehearsal,  and  in  the  meantime  give  me  an  obligation  in 
writing,  for  my  further  satisfaction.  I  would  have  taken  him  at 
his  word,  without  hesitation,  but  was  persuaded  to  dispense  with 
the  proffered  security,  that  I  might  not  seem  to  doubt  the  influ¬ 
ence  or  authority  of  her  ladyship.  The  play,  however,  was  altered 
and  presented  to  this  upright  director,  who  renounced  his  engage¬ 
ment,  without  the  least  scruple,  apology,  or  reason  assigned. 

Thus  have  I,  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  (perhaps  too  cir¬ 
cumstantially)  displayed  the  conduct  of  those  playhouse  managers 
with  whom  I  have  had  any  concern,  relating  to  my  tragedy: 
and  whatever  disputes  have  happened  between  the  managers  and 
me,  are  suppressed  as  frivolous  animosities,  unworthy  of  the 
reader’s  attention. 

Had  I  suffered  a  repulse  when  I  first  presented  my  performance, 

I  should  have  had  cause  to  complain  of  my  being  excluded  from 
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that  aveiiufe  to  the  public  favour,  which  ought  to  lie  open  to  all 
men  of  genius ;  and  how  far  I  deserve  that  distinction,  I  now- 
leave  the  world  to  decide  ;  after  I  have,  in  justice  to  myself,  de¬ 
clared  that  my  hopes  of  success  were  not  derived  from  the  partial 
applause  of  my  own  friends  only,  but  inspired  (as  some  of  my 
greatest  enemies  know)  by  the  approbation  of  persons  of  the  first 
note  in  the  republic  of  taste,  whose  countenance,  I  vainly  ima¬ 
gined,  would  have  been  an  effectual  introduction  to  the  stage. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  I  hope  the  unprejudiced  observer  will  own, 
with  indignation  and  disdain,  that  every  disappointment  I  have 
endured,  was  an  accumulated  injury  ;  and  the  whole  of  my  adver¬ 
sary’s  conduct  a  series  of  the  most  unjustifiable  equivocation  and 
insolent  absurdity:  for,  though  he  may  be  excusable  in  refusing 
a  work  of  this  kind,  either  on  account  of  his  ignorance  or  discern¬ 
ment,  surely  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  vindicate  his  dissi¬ 
mulation  and  breach  of  promise  to  the  author. 

Abuse  of  prerogative,  in  matters  of  greater  importance,  prevail.-: 
so  much  at  present,  and  is  so  generally  overlooked,  that  it  is  almost 
ridiculous  to  lament  the  situation  of  authors,  who  must  either  at 
once  forego  all  opportunities  of  acquiring  reputation  in  dramatic 
poetry,  or  humble  themselves  so  as  to  sooth  the  pride  and  humour 
the  petulance  of  a  mere  Goth,  who,  by  the  most  preposterous 
delegation  of  power,  may  become  the  sole  arbiter  of  this  kind  of 
writing. 

Nay,  granting  that  a  bard  is  willing  to  prostitute  his  talents  so 
shamefully,  perhaps  he  may  never  find  an  occasion  to  practise  this 
vile  condescension  to  advantage  :  for,  after  he  has  gained  admission 
to  a  patentee  (who  is  often  more  difficult  of  access  than  a  sovereign 
prince),  and  even  made  shift  to  remove  all  other  objections,  an 
unsurmountable  obstacle  may  be  raised  by  the  manager’s  avarice, 
which  will  dissuade  him  from  hazarding  a  certain  expence  on  an 
uncertain  issue,  when  he  can  fill  his  theatre  without  running  any 
risk,  or  disoblige  his  principal  actors,  by  putting  them  to  the 
trouble  of  studying  new  parts. 

Besides,  he  will  be  apt  to  say  within  himself — ‘  If  I  must  enter¬ 
tain  the  town  with  variety,  it  is  but  natural  that  I  should  prefer 
the  productions  of  my  friends,  or  of  those  who  have  any  friends 
worth  obliging,  to  the  works  of  obscure  strangers,  who  have 
nothing  to  recommend  them  but  a  doubtful  superiority  of  merit, 
which,  in  all  likelihood,  will  never  rise  in  judgment  against  me.’ 

That  such  have  been  the  reflections  of  patentees,  I  believe  no 
man  of  intelligence  and  veracity  will  deny;  and  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that,  on  the  strength  of  interest  or  connection  with  the 
stage,  some  people  have  commenced  dramatic  authors,  who  other¬ 
wise  would  have  employed  their  faculties  in  exercises  better 
adapted  to  their  capacity. 
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After  what  has  been  said,  any  thing  by  way  of 
would  be  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of  the  public, 
owe  and  acknowledge  the  most  indelible  obligation 
favours,  as  well  as  for  the  uncommon  encouragement 
ceived  in  the  publication  of  the  following  play. 


PERSONS  OF  THE  DRAMA. 

King  of  Scotian)}. 

Klngus. 

Dunbar. 

Ramsay. 

Athol. 

Stewart. 

Grime. 

Cattan. 

Queen. 

Eleonora. 

Guards,  Attendants,  &c. 


application 
to  which  I 
for  former 
I  have  re« 


THE 


REGICIDE  ; 

OR, 

JAMES  THE  FIRST  OF  SGOTLAND. 


ACT.  I. 

scene  i. — A  convent  in  Perth. 

ANGUS,  DUNBAR. 

Dun.  But  that  my  duty  calls,  I  would  decline 
Th’ unwelcome  office.  Now,  when  justice  waves 
Her  flaming  sword,  and  loudly  claims  her  due, 

Thus  to  arrest  her  arm,  and  offer  terms 
Of  peace  to  traitors,  who  avow  their  crime, 

Is  to  my  apprehension  weak,  and  suits 

But  little  with  the  majesty  of  kings. - 

Why  sleeps  the  wonted  valour  of  our  prince  ? 

Angus.  Not  to  th’  ensanguin’d  field  of  death  alone 
Is  Valour  limited  :  she  sits  serene 
In  the  delib’rate  council;  sagely  scans 
The  source  of  action ;  weighs,  prevents,  provides. 

And  scorns  to  count  her  glories,  from  the  feats 
Of  brutal  force  alone. — 

— What  frenzy  were  it 
To  risk  our  fortune  on  th’  unsure  event 
Of  one  occurrence,  naked  as  we  are 
To  unforeseen  disaster,  when  the  terms 
We  proffer  may  retard  the  impending  blow  r 
— Better  to  conquer  by  delay  :  the  rage 
Of  Athol’s  fierce  adherents,  flush’d  with  hope 
Of  plunder  and  revenge,  will  soon  abate, 

And  ev’ry  hour  bring  succour  to  our  cause. 

Dun.  Well  ha’st  thou  taught  me,  how  the  piercing  eye 
Of  calm  sagacity  excels  the  dint 

Of  headstrong  resolution. - Yet,  my  soul 

Pants  for  a  fair  occasion  to  revenge 
My  father’s  wrongs  on  Athol’s  impious  head  ! 
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Yes,  Angus,  while  the  blood  of  March  revolved 
Within  my  veins,  the  traitor  shall  not  find 

His  perfidy  forgot. - But  what  of  this  ? 

What  are  my  private  injuries,  compar’d 
To  those  he  meditates  against  the  sta  t  e 
Against  a  prince  with  ev’ry  virtue  grac’d 
That  dignifies  the  throne,  to  whom  the  ties 
Of  kindred  and  allegiance  could  not  bind 
His  faithless  heart:  not  ev’n  the  sacred  bond 
Of  friendship  unreserv’d! — For  well  thou  know’st 
The  king  securely  listen’d  to  his  voice, 

As  to  an  oracle. 

Ang.  ’Twas  there  indeed 
He  triumph’d  in  his  guile! — Th’  unwary  prince. 
Sooth’d  by  his  false  professions,  crown’d  his  guilt 
With  boundless  confidence;  and  little  thought 
That  very  confidence  supply’d  his  foe 
With  means  to  shake  his  throne! — While  Athol  led 
His  royal  kinsman  thro’  the  dang’rous  path 
Of  sudden  reformation,  and  observ’d 
What  murmurs  issu’d  from  the  giddy  crowd — 

Each  popular  commotion  he  improv’d 
By  secret  ministers;  and  disavow’d 
Those  very  measures  he  himself  devis’d! 

Thus  cherish’d  long,  by  his  flagitious  arts. 

Rebellion  glow’d  in  secret,  till  at  length 
His  scheme  mature,  and  all  our  loyal  thanes 
At  their  own  distant  homes  repos’d  secure, 

The  flame  burst  out.  Now  from  his  native  hills. 
With  his  accomplice  Grime,  and  youthful  heir, 
Impet’ous  Stuart,  like  a  sounding  storm 
He  rushes  down  with  five  revolting  clans ; 

Displays  a  spurious  title  to  the  crown. 

Arraigns  the  justice  of  his  monarch’s  sway. 

And  by  this  sudden  torrent,  means,  no  doubt. 

To  sweep  him  from  the  throne. 

Dun.  Aspiring  villain ! 

A  fit  associate  has  he  chose  :  a  wretch 
Of  soul  more  savage  breathes  not  vital  air 
Than  Grime:  but  Stuart,  ’til)  of  late,  maintain'd 
A  fairer  fame. 
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Ang.  A  cherish’d  hope  expires 
In  his  dishonour  too  ! — While  Stuart’s  ear 
Was  deaf  to  vitious  counsel,  and  his  soul 
Remain’d  unshaken,  by  th’  enchanting  lure 
Which  vain  ambition  spread  before  his  eye. 

He  bloom’d  the  pride  of  Caledonia’s  youth. 

In  virtue,  valour,  and  external  grace  : 

For  thou,  sole  rival  of  his  fame,  wast  train’d 
To  martial  deeds,  in  climes  remote. 

Dun.  O  Thane  ! 

Whatever  wreathes  from  danger’s  steely  crest 
My  sword  hath  won;  whatever  toils  sustain’d 
Beneath  the  sultry  noon,  and  cold  damp  night, 

Could  ne’er  obtain  for  me  one  genial  smile 
Of  her,  who  bless’d  that  happy  rival’s  vows 
With  mutual  love  ! — Why  should  I  dread  to  own 
The  tender  throbbings  of  my  captive  heart  ! 

The  melting  passion  which  has  long  inspir’d 
My  breast  for  Eleonora,  and  implore 
A  parent’s  sanction  to  support  my  claim  ? 

Ang.  Were  she  more  fair  and  gentle  than  she  is. 

And  to  my  partial  eye,  nought  e’er  appear’d 
So  gently  fair,  I  would  approve  thy  claim 
To  her  peculiar  smiles. 

Dun.  Then  will  I  strive 
With  unremitted  ardour,  to  subdue 
Her  coy  reluctance  ;  while  I  scorn  the  threats 
Of  frantic  jealousy  that  flames  unrein’d 
In  Stuart’s  breast  ! — But  see  !  the  fair  one  comes. 

In  all  the  pride  of  dazzling  charms  array’d. 

SCENE  II. 

ANGUS,  DUNBAR,  ELEONORA. 

Eleon.  Something  of  moment,  by  a  fresh  dispatch 
Imparted  to  the  king,  requires  in  haste 
The  presence  of  my  sire. 

Ang.  Forbear  a  while 
Thy  parley  with  the  foe;  and  here  attend 
Our  consultation’s  issue. 


[exit  Angus. 
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SCENE  III. 

DUNBAR,  ELEONORA. 

Dun.  Ill  it  suits 

A  soldier’s  tongue,  to  plead  the  cause  of  love. 

In  phrase  adapted  to  the  tender  theme  : 

But  trust  me,  beauteous  wonder  !  when  I  swear. 
Not  the  keen  impulse,  and  impatient  hope. 

Of  glory,  glowing  in  the  warrior’s  breast. 

With  more  awaken’d  transport  fill’d  my  soul 
When  the  fierce  battle  rag'd,  than  that  I  feel 
At  thy  approach  ! — My  tongue  has  oft  reveal’d 
The  dictates  of  my  heart ;  but  thou,  averse, 

With  cold  disdain,  hast  ever  chill’d  my  hopes. 

And  scorn’d  my  proffer’d  vows  ! — 

Eicon.'  O  youth,  beware  ! 

Let  not  the  flow’ry  scenes  of  joy  and  peace. 

That  faithless  passion  to  the  view  presents. 

Ensnare  thee  into  woe  ! — Thou  little  know’st 
What  mischief  lurks  in  each  deceitful  charm ; 

What  griefs  attend  on  love. 

Dun.  Keen  are  the  pangs 
Of  hapless  love,  and  passion  unapprov’d  : 

But  where  consenting  wishes  meet,  and  vows 
Reciprocally  breath’d,  confirm  the  tie, 

Joy  rolls  on  joy,  an  inexhausted  stream  ! 

And  virtue  crowns  the  sacred  scene  with  peace  ! 

Eicon.  Illusion  all !  tire  phantoms  of  a  mind 
That  o’er  its  present  fate  repining,  courts 
The  vain  resource  of  Fancy’s  airy  dreams. 

War  is  tby  province — War  be  thy  pursuit. 

Dun.  O  !  thou  would  tell  me,  I  am  savage  all — 
Too  much  estrang’d  to  the  soft  arts  of  lire, 

To  warm  thy  breast ! — Yes,  war  has  been  my  school 
War’s  rough  sincerity,  unskill  d  in  modes 
Of  peaceful  commerce — Soften’d  not  the  less 
To  pious  truth,  humanity,  and  love. 

Eleon.  Yes: — I  were  envious  to  refuse  applause. 

When  ev’ry  mouth  is  open’d  in  thy  praise. - 

I  were  ungrateful  not  to  yield  thee  more) 
Distinguish’d  by  thy  choice  and  tho’  my  heart 
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Denies  thee  love,  thy  virtues  have  acquir’d 
The  esteem  of  Eleonora. 

Dun.  O  !  thy  words 

Would  fire  the  hoary  hermit’s  languid  soul 
With  ecstasies  of  pride  ! — How  then  shall  I, 

Elate  with  ev’ry  vainer  hope,  that  warms 
Th’  aspiring  thought  of  youth,  thy  praise  sustain 
With  moderation ! — —Cruelly  benign ! 

Thou  has  adorn’d  the  victim;  but,  alas  ! 

Thou  likewise  giv’st  the  blow  ! 

— Tho’  Nature’s  hand 
With  so  much  art  has  blended  ev’ry  grace 
In  thy  enchanting  form,  that  ev’ry  eye 
With  transport  views  thee,  and  conveys  unseen 
The  soft  infection  to  the  vanquish’d  soul, 

Yet  wilt  thou  not  the  gentle  passion  own. 

That  vindicates  thy  sway  ! — 

Elean.  O  gilded  curse ! 

More  fair  than  rosy  morn,  when  first  she  smiles 
O’er  the  dew-brighten’d  verdure  of  the  spring  ! 

But  more  deceitful,  tyrannous,  and  fell 
Than  syrens,  tempests,  and  devouring  flame  ! 

May  I  ne’er  sicken,  languish,  and  despair. 

Within  thy  dire  domain  ! — Listen,  ye  powers  ! 

And  yield  your  sanction  to  my  purpos’d  vow — 

— If  e’er  my  breast -  [  kneeling . 

Dun.  For  ever  let  me  pine 
In  secret  misery,  divorc’d  from  hope  ! 

But,  ah,  forbear  !  nor  forfeit  thy  own  peace. 

Perhaps  in  one  rash  moment. - 

SCENE  IV. 

DUNBAR,  ELEONORA,  HERALD. 

Her.  - From  the  tower 

That  fronts  the  hills,  due  north,  a  moving  host 
Is  now  descry’d  ;  and,  from  the  southern  gate, 

A  cloud  of  dust  is  seen  to  roll,  the  gleam 
Of  burnish’d  arms,  oft  thro’  the  dusky  sphere 
Salutes  the  dazzled  eye ; — a  loyal  band 
With  valiant  Ramsay,  from  the  banks  of  Tweed, 

That  hastens  to  our  aid.  The  first,  suppos’d 
The  rebel  train  of  Athol.  By  command 
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Of  Angus,  I  attend  thee,  to  demand 
An  audience  of  the  foe. 

Dun.  I  follow  straight.  [.exit  Herald, 

Whate’er  is  amiably  fair. — Whate’er 
Inspires  the  gen’rous  aim  of  chaste  desire. 

My  soul  contemplates  and  adores  in  thee  ! 

Yet  will  I  not  with  vain  complainings  vex 
Thy  gentle  nature.  My  unblemish’d  love 
Shall  plead  in  my  behalf.  [ exit  Dunbar. 

SCENE  V. 

Eleon.  Adieu,  brave  youth  ! 

Why  art  thou  doom’d  to  suffer  fruitless  pains  ? 

And  why,  alas  !  am  I  the  destin’d  wretch 
That  must  inflict  them  ? — Agonizing  thought ! 

I  yielded  up  my  fond  believing  heart 
To  him  who  basely  left  it,  for  the  charms 
Of  treacherous  ambition  ! — hapless  Stuart ! 

How  art  thou  chang’d  !  how  lost !  thy  cruel  fate. 

Like  a  false  harlot,  smiles  thee  into  ruin  ! 

SCENE  VI. 

Enter  stuart,  disguised  like  a  priest. 

STUART,  ELEONORA. 

Stuart,  The  mighty  schemes  of  empire  soar  too  high 
For  your  distinction,  daughter.  Simple  woman 
Is  weak  in  intellect,  as  well  as  frame, 

And  judges  often  from  the  partial  voice 

That  sooths  her  wishes  most.  [discovering  himfelfi 

Eleon.  Ha,  frantic  youth  ! 

What  guilty  purpose  leads  thy  daring  steps 
To  this  forbidden  place  ? — Art  thou  not  come 
Beneath  that  sacred  veil,  the  more  to  brave 
Th'  avenging  hand  of  Heav’n  ? 

Stuart.  No — that  I  tread 
The  paths  of  danger,  where  each  bosom  pants 
With  keen  revenge  against  me,  speaks  aloud 
The  fervour  of  my  love — My  love  misplac’d  ! 

Else,  would’st  thou  not  receive  the  gen’rous  proof 
With  anger  and  disdain. 

Eleon.  Have  I  not  cause 

To  drive  thee  from  my  heart  ? — Hast  thou  not  chas’d 
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All  faith,  and  . truth,  and  loyalty,  from  thine  ? 

Say  hast  thou  not  conspir’d  against  thy  prince  ? 

A  prince  !  who  cherish’d  thee  with  parent’s  zeal. 

With  friendship  honour’d  thee,  and  every  day 
With  bounteous  favour  crown’d  thy  rising  wish  ? 

Stuart.  Curse  on  his  arts ! — his  aim  was  to  enslave 
Th’  aspiring  soul,  to  stifle  and  repress 
Th’  energing  dictates  of  my  native  right, 

To  efface  the  glowing  images  within, 

Awak’d  by  glory,  and  retain  by  fraud 
The  sceptre  he  usurps  ! 

Eleon.  Insidious  charge  ! 

As  feeble  as  unjust !  for,  clear  as  day 
In  course  direct— 

Stuart.  In  idle  argument 
Let  us  not  now  consume  the  precious  hour  ; 

The  middle  stream  is  pass’d  ;  and  the  safe  shore 
Invites  our  dauntless  footsteps  :  yonder  sun. 

That  climbs  the  noon-tide  arch,  already  sees 
Twelve  thousand  vassals,  marching  in  the  train 
Of  warlike  Athol ;  and  before  the  shades 
Of  ev’ning  deepen,  Perth’s  devoted  walls 
Will  shake  before  them — Ere  the  tempest  roars, 

I  come  to  snatch  thee  from  th’  impending  storm — 
Eleon.  O  impotent  of  thought ! — O  !  dead  to  shame  1 
Shall  I  for  pompous  infamy  forego 
Th’  eternal  peace  that  virtue  calls  her  own  ? 

Stuart.  Or,  say  thy  love,  inconstant  as  the  wave, 
Another  object  claims.  False,  perjur’d  maid  ! 

I  mark’d  thy  minion,  as  he  charm’d  thine  ear 
With  grov’ling  adulation.  Yes,  I  saw 
Thy  looks,  in  artful  languishment,  disclose 
Thy  yielding  soul,  and  heard  thy  tongue  proclaim 
The  praises  of  Dunbar. 

Eleon.  Away — away  ! 

I  scorn  thy  mean  suspicion,  and  renounce 

Thy  passion  with  thy  crimes.  Tho’  bred  in  camps, 

Dunbar  is  gentle,  gen’rous,  and  humane  ; 

Possess’d  of  ev’ry  manly  grace,  to  win 
The  coyest  virgin’s  heart _ _ 
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Stuart.  Perdition  whelm 
The  prostrate  sycophant ! — may  heav’n  exhaust 

Its  thunder  on  my  head - may  hell  disgorge 

Infernal  plagues  to  blast  me,  if  I  cease 
To  persecute  the  caitif,  till  his  blood 
Assuage  my  parch’d  revenge  ! — perfidous  slave  ! 

To  steal  between  me  and  my  darling  hope  ! — 

The  traitor  durst  not,  had  I  been — O  vows  ! 

Where  is  your  obligation? — Eleonora  ! 

O  lovely  curse  !  restore  me  to  myself! — 

Eleon.  Rage  on,  fierce  youth,  more  savage  than  the  storm 
That  howls  on  Thule’s  shore  ! — th’  unthrifty  maid 
Too  credulously  fond  ;  who  gave  away 
Her  heart  so  lavishly,  deserves  to  wed 
The  woes  that  from  her  indiscretion  flow  !■— 

— Yet  ev’n  my  folly  should,  with  thee,  obtain 
A  fairer  title  and  a  kinder  fate  ! — 

Stuart.  Ha  !  weep’st  thou  ? — witness  all  ye  sacred  pow’rs  ! 
Her  philtres  have  undone  me  ! — lo,  my  wrath 
Subsides  again  to  love  ! — Enchantress  !  say. 

Why  hast  thou  robb’d  me  of  my  reason  thus  ? 

Eleon.  Has  Eleonora  robb’d  thee  ? — O  recal 
Those  flatt’ring  arts  thy  own  deceit  employ’d 
To  wreck  my  peace  ! — recal  thy  fervant  vows 
Of  constant  faith — thy  sighs  and  ardent  looks  ! 

Then  whisper  to  thy  soul,  those  vows  were  false — * 

Those  sighs  unfaithful,  and  those  looks  disguis’d  ! 

Stuart.  Thou — thou  art  chang’d — but  Stuart  still  the  same 
Ev’n  while  thou  chid’st  me,  ev’ry  tender  wish 
Awakes  anew,  and  in  my  glowing  breast 
Unutterable  fondness  pants  again  ! — 

— Wilt  thou  not  smile  again,  as  when,  reclin’d 
By  Tay’s  smooth-gliding  stream,  we  softly  breath’d 
Our  mutual  passion  to  the  venial  breeze  ? 

Eleon.  Adieu — dear  scenes  adieu — ye  fragrant  paths 
So  courted  once — ye  spreading  boughs,  that  wave 
Your  blossoms  o’er  the  stream  ! — delightful  shades  ! 

Where  the  bewitching  music  of  thy  tongue 
First  charm’d  my  captive  soul ! — when  gentle  love 
Inspir’d  the  soothing  tale  ! — Love — sacred  love 
That  lighted  up  his  flame  at  Virtue’s  lamp  ! 
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Siuart.  In  time’s  eternal  round,  shall  we  not  hail 

Another  season,  equally  serene  ? - 

— To-day,  in  snow  array'd,  stem  Winter  rules 
The  ravag’d  plain — Anon  the  teeming  Earth 
Unlocks  her  stores,  and  Spring  adorns  the  year  : 

And  shall  not  we — while  Fate,  like  Winter,  frowns* 

Expect  revolving  bliss? 

E/eon.  Would’st  thou  return 
To  loyalty  and  me— my  faithful  heart 
Would  welcome  thee  again  ! — 

Angus  within.  Guard  ev’ry  gate 
That  none  may  ’scape — 

Eleon.  Ha  ! — Whither  wilt  thou  fly? 

Discover’d  and  beset! 

Stuart.  Let  Angus  come — 

His  short-liv’d  pow’r  I  scorn —  [throws  away  his  disguise 

SCENE  VII. 

Enter  Angus,  with  guards,  stuart,  eleonora. 

Angus.  What  dark  resolve, 

By  gloomy  Athol  plann’d,  has  hither  led 
Thy  steps  presumptuous? — Eleonora,  hence. — 

It  ill  befits  thee — but,  no  more — away — 

I’ll  brook  no  answer- -  [exit  Eleonora. 

— Is  it  not  enough. 

To  lift  Rebellion’s  impious  brand  on  high. 

And  scorch  the  face  of  Faith,  that  ye  thus  creep. 

In  ruffian  ambush,  seeking  to  perform 
The  deed  ye  dare  not  trust  to  open  war  ? 

Stuart.  Thou  little  know’st  me — or  thy  rankling  hate 
Defrauds  my  courage.  Wherefore  should  I  skulk 
Like  the  dishonour’d  wretch,  whose  hireling  steel 
In  secret  lifted,  reeks  with  human  gore. 

When  valiant  Athol  hastens  at  the  head 
Of  warlike  thousands,  to  assert  our  cause  ? 

Angus.  The  cause  of  treason  never  was  confin’d 
To  deeds  of  open  war;  but  still  adopts 
The  stab  of  crouching  murder.  Thy  revolt. 

The  stern  contraction  of  thy  sullen  brow, 

And  this  disguise,  apostate !  speak  thee  bent 
On  fatal  errand, 

Vol.  III. 
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Stuart.  That  thou  seest  me  here 
Unarm’d,  alone,  from  Angus  might  obtain 
A  fair  interpretation— Stuart’s  love 
Tleads  not  in  mystic  terms  ;  nor  are  my  vows 

To  Eleonora,  cancel’d  or  unknown - 

Vows  by  thyself  indulg’d,  ere  Envy  yet. 

Or  Folly,  had  induc’d  thee  to  embrace 
The  fortunes  of  our  foe.  Thy  foul  reproach 
My  soul  retorts  on  thee  !  and  mark,  proud  lord. 

Revenge  will  have  its  turn! — 

Angus.  Ha  !  must  I  bear 
A  beardless  traitor’s  insults  ? —  ’tis  not  mine 
To  wage  a  fruitless  war  of  words  with  thee, 

Vain-glorious  stripling.  While  thine  aims  were  just, 

I  seal’d  thy  title  to  my  daughter’s  love; 

But  now,  begrim’d  with  treason,  as  thou  art, 

By  heav’n!  not  diadems  and  thrones  shall  bribe 
My  approbation ! — But  the  king  himself 
Shall  judge  thy  conduct ! — Guards — 

SCENE  VIII. 

Enter  eleonora,  who  kneels . 

- O  !  let  me  thus 

Implore  compassion,  at  a  parent’s  knees. 

Who  ne’er  refus’d - 

Angus.  Convey  him  hence. 

[Stuart  is  led  off. 

Arise — 

Remember,  Eleonora,  from  what  source 

Thine  origin  is  drawn.  Thy  mother’s  soul 

In  purity  excell’d  the  snowy  fleece 

That  clothes  our  northern  hills  ! — her  youthful  charms, 

Her  artless  blush,  her  look  serenely  sweet. 

Her  dignity  of  mien  and  smiles  of  love 
Survive  in  thee — let  me  behold  thee  too 

Her  honour’s  heiress -  [exit  Angus . 

SCENE  IX. 

Eleon.  Yes— I  will  adhere 
To  this  ill-omen’d  honour  !  sacrifice 
Life’s  promis’d  joys  to  its  austere  deeree; 


A  TRAGEDY. 


411 


sJ 


And  vindicate  the  glories  of  my  race. 

At  the  sad  price  of  peace  ! — If  Athol’s  arm 
(Which  heav’n  avert !)  to  treason  add  success. 

My  father’s  death  will  join  his  sov’reign’s  fall ! 

And  if  the  cause  of  royalty  prevail. 

Each  languid  hope  with  Stuart  must  expire! — 

From  thought  to  thought,  perplex’d,  in  vain  I  stray. 
To  pining  anguish  doom’d,  and  fell  dismay  ! 


ACT  II.- - Scene  continues. 

ANGUS,  DUNBAR. 

Dun.  By  heav’n  it  glads  me,  that  my  sword  shall  find 
An  ample  field  to-day.  The  king  arous’d. 

Chafes  like  a  lion  in  the  toils  betray’d! 

Angus.  I  mark’d  his  indignation,  as  it  rose 
At  Athol’s  proud  reply,  from  calm  concern 
To  anxious  tumult,  menacing  disdain. 

And  overboiling  wrath.  But  say,  my  friend. 

How  move  the  rebels? — Are  their  ranks  dispos’d 
By  military  skill? — Or  come  they  on 
In  undistinguish’d  crowds? — 

Dun.  In  concourse  rude 
They  swarm  undisciplin’d — all  arm’d  alike 
With  sword  and  target.  On  their  first  assault 
(Fearless  indeed  and  headlong)  all  their  hopes 
Of  conquest  must  depend.  If  we,  unbroke, 

Sustain  their  onset;  little  skill’d  in  war. 

To  wheel,  to  rally,  and  renew  the  charge, 

Confusion,  havoc,  and  dismay,  will  seize 
Th’  astonish’d  rout. 

Angus.  What  numbers  bring  they  on? 

Dun.  Ten  thousand,  as  I  guess. 

Angus.  Ours  scarce  amount 
To  half  the  number:  yet,  with  those,  we  mean 
To  hazard  an  encounter.  Thou,  meanwhile. 

Shall  visit  ev’ry  passage,  sound  th’  alarm, 

And  man  the  city-walls.  Here  I  attend 
The  king! — andlo!  he  comes. 


C  c  2 


{exit  Dunbar. 


415 


THE  REGICItfE 


SCENE  II. 

KING,  ANGUS. 

King.  — The  commonweal 
Has  been  consulted.  Tenderness  and  zeal 
Became  the  parent.  Those  have  nought  avail’d, — 

Now,  let  correction  speak  the  king  incens’d ! 

Angus.  Not  without  cause,  my  liege,  shall  dread  rebuke 
Attend  your  royal  wrath.  What  reign  shall  ’scape 
Rebellion’s  curse,  when  your  paternal  sway 
Has  hatch’d  the  baneful  pest? 

King.  Let  Heaven  decide 
Between  me  and  my  foes.  That  I  woidd  spare 
The  guiltless  blood  which  must  our  quarrel  dye. 

No  other  proof  requires,  than  my  advance 
To  reconcilement — opposite  perhaps 
To  my  own  dignity.  But  I  will  rise 
In  vengeance  mighty!  and  dispel  the  clouds 
That  have  bedim’d  my  state. 

Angus.  The  odds  are  great 
Between  the  numbers:  but  our  cause  is  just : 

Our  soldiers  regularly  train’d  to  war. 

And  not  a  breast  among  us  entertains 
A  doubt  of  victory. 

King.  O  valiant  thane ! 

Experienc’d  oft,  and  ever  trusty  found! 

Thy  penetrating  eye,  and  active  zeal, 

First  brought  this  foul  conspiracy  to  light; 

And  now  thy  faithful  vassals  first  appear 
In  arms  for  my  defence! — Thy  recompence 
My  love  shall  study. 

Angus.  Blotted  be  my  name 
From  honour’s  records,  when  I  stand  aloof. 

Regardless  of  the  danger  that  surrounds 
The  fortunes  of  my  prince ! 

King.  I  know  thee  well. 

Meantime,  our  care  must  be,  to  obviate, 

With  circumspection  and  preventive  skill. 

Their  numbers.  In  unequal  conflict  joins 
Th’  unwieldy  spear  that  loads  the  borderer. 

With  tire  broad  targe  and  expeditious  sword: 
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The  loyal  band  that  from  the  hills  of  Lorn 
Arriv’d,  shall  in  our  front  advance,  and  stand 
With  targe  to  targe,  and  blade  to  blade  oppos’d; 
The  spears  extended,  form  the  second  line. 

And  our  light  archers  hover  to  and  fro. 

To  gall  their  flanks.  Whatever  accident 
In  battle  shall  befal,  thy  vigilance 
Will  remedy.  Myself  will  here  remain 
To  guard  the  town,  and  with  a  small  reserve, 

(If  need  requires)  thine  exigence  supply. 

Angus.  With  joy,  the  glorious  task  I  undertake! 

SCENE  III. 

DUNBAR,  RAMSAY. 

Ramsay.  They  halt,  and  occupy  the  narrow  pass 
Form’d  by  the  river  and  th’  impending  hill; 

With  purpose,  as  I  deem,  to  charge  our  host 
On  the  small  plain  that  skirts  the  town. 

Dun.  ’Tis  well. 

Thus  hemm’d,  their  useless  numbers  will  involve 
Themselves  in  tumult,  to  our  arms  secure 
An  easy  conquest,  and  retard  their  flight. 

To  Angus  hie  thee  straight  with  this  advice. 

My  task  perform’d,  I  wait  the  king’s  command 
In  this  appointed  place. 

SCENE  IV. 

ELEONORA,  DUNBAR, 

Eleon.  I  sought  thee,  youth. — • 

Ere  yet  this  dreadful  crisis  shall  decide 
The  public  fate,  let  us  to  private  woe 
Devote  one  moment! — Tell  me,  brave  Dunbar, 
Wilt  not  thou,  from  the  hurry  of  the  day, 

One  moment  snatch  to  hear  me,  and  condole 
The  anguish  of  my  soul  ? 

Dun.  O  Eleonora  1 

Sooner  shall  the  parch’d  traveller  refuse 
The  gelid  fountain,  than  my  raptur’d  soul 
The  music  of  thy  tongue! — What  grief  profanes 
Thy  spotless  bosom? — happy!  far  above 
The  pride  of  conquerors,  were  I  to  ease 
Thy  sorrow’s  pangs! — 
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[exeunt- 


[exit  Ramsay. 


Cc3 


414 


THE  REGICIDE  : 


Eleon.  Thy  genTous  heart  alone 
Can  brook  the  enterprise — 

Dun.  O !  task  my  love. 

That  I,  more  swift  than  gales  that  sweep  tire  plain, 
May  fly  to  thy  relief ! 

Eleon.  Then  summon  up 
Those  elevated  thoughts  that  lift  the  soul 
To  virtue’s  highest  pinnacle;  the  boon 
My  misery  demands,  will  crave  them  all! 

Dun.  Be  it  to  brave  the  menaces  of  death, 

In  shape  however  horrid,  so  my  faith 
And  love  remain  inviolate,  my  heart 
Beats  with  unusual  ardour 3  and  demands 
The  test,  impatient! — 

Eleon.  Friendless  and  forlorn 
In  fetters  Stuart  lies ! — 

Dun.  Ha !  , 

Eleon.  From  the  snares 
Of  gloomy  fate  release  him. 

Dun.  Cruel  maid! 

Nay,  let  me  call  thee  barbarous!  in  spite 
Of  adoration.  Could  thy  mind  suggest 
No  forward  slave,  to  set  thy  lover  free. 

But  a  despairing  rival? — ’Tis  not  giv’n 
Th*  impassion’d  soul  of  man  to  execute 
A  deed  so  fatal  to  its  own  repose! 

Eleon.  I  sought  not — witness  ye  celestial  powers 
To  aggravate  thy  pain.  My  mind,  perplex’d, 
Revolv’d  in  silent  woe,  nor  could  unload 
Her  burden  to  another.  Thou  alone. 

Hast  won  my  fair  opinion  and  my  trust; 

And  to  thy  word  indebted,  honour  claims 
Th’  engagement  all  her  own. 

Dun.  Yet,  with  reserve 
Was  that  impawn’d,  my  loyalty  and  love 
Were  sacred  ev’n  from  that;  nor  can  I  loose 
His  chains,  without  injury  to  both! 

Eleon.  Cold — unaspiring  is  the  love  that  dwells 
With  tim’rous  caution;  and  the  breast  untouch’d 
By  glory’s  godlike  fervor  that  retains 
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The  scruples  of  discretion.  Let  the  winds. 

That  have  dispers’d  thy  promise,  snatch  thy  vows ! 

Dun.  Shall  I,  through  rash  enthusiasm,  wed 
Eternal  anguish  ?  Shall  I  burst  asunder 
The  bonds  of  awful  justice,  to  preserve 
The  serpent  that  has  poison’d  all  my  peace ! 

No,  Eleonora! — Blasted  be - 

Eleon.  Take  heed! 

Nor,  by  an  oath  precipitate,  involve 

Thy  fate  beyond  resource :  for  know,  Dunbar, 

The  love  of  Stuart,  with  his  guilt  abjur’d. 

This  morn,  my  solemn  vow  to  Heav’n  appeal’d 

Hath  sever’d  us  for  ever. - - 

Dun.  Then,  I’m  still! 

Still  as  the  gentle  calm,  when  the  hush’d  wave 

No  longer  foams  before  the  rapid  storm! - 

Let  the  young  traitor  perish,  and  his  name 

In  dark  oblivion  rot - 

Eleon.  Shall  I,  alas! 

Supinely  savage,  from  my  ears  exclude 
The  cries  of  youthful  woe  ? — of  woe  entail'd 

By  me  too? - If  my  heart  denies  him  love. 

My  pity,  sure,  may  flow! - Has  he  not  griefs 

That  wake  ev’n  thy  compassion? - Say,  Dunbar, 

Unmov’d  couldst  thou  survey  th’  unhappy  youth 
(Whom  but  this  morn  beheld  in  pride  of  hope 
And  pow’r  magnificent!)  stretch’d  on  the  ground 
Of  a  damp  dungeon,  groaning  with  despair.! 

With  not  one  friend  his  sorrows  to  divide. 

And  cheer  his  lone  distress  ? 

Dun.  Can  I  resist 

So  fair  a  motive,  and  so  sweet  a  tongue? 

When  thy  soft  heart  with  kind  compassion  glows. 

Shall  I  the  tender  sentiment  repress? - 

No ! — let  me  rather  hail  the  social  pang, 

And  ev’ry  selfish  appetite  subdu’d. 

Indulge  a  flame  so  gen’rous  and  humane! - 

Away  with  each  emotion  that  suggests 
A  rival  favour’d,  and  a  traitor  freed! 

My  love  unbounded  reigns,  and  scorns  to  own 

Reflection’s  narrow  limits! - Yes,  my  fair. 

This  hour  he  shall  be  free — - 
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SCENE  V. 

Eleon.  O  wondrous  power 
Of  love  beneficent! — O  gen’rous  youth! 

What  recompence  (thus  bankrupt  as  1  am!) 

Shall  speak  my  grateful  soul! - A  poor  return 

Cold  friendship  renders  to  the  fervid  hope 
Of  fond  desire!  and  my  invidious  fate 

Allows  no  more - But  let  me  not  bewail. 

With  avarice  of  grief,  my  private  woe; 

When  pale  with  fear,  and  harass’d  with  alarm, 

My  royal  mistress,  still  benign  to  me, 

The  zealous  tender  of  my  duty  claims. 

SCENE  VI, 

Discovers  stuart  in  chains. 

Stuart.  Curse  on  my  headstrong  passion! — I  have  earn’d 
The  wages  of  my  folly ! — Is  it  thus 
My  faithless  destiny  requites  my  hope?  • 

SCENE  VII. 

STUART,  DUNBAR. 

Stuart .  Ha!  com'st  thou  to  insult  my  chains ? 

’Twas  well 

My  unpropitious  demon  gave  me  up 

To  your  resentment,  tamely. - 

Dun.  To  exult 

Ev’n  o’er  an  enemy  oppress’d,  and  heap 
Affliction  on  th’  afflicted,  is  the  mark 
And  the  mean  triumph  of  a  dastard  soul. 

’Tis  what  Dunbar  disdains.  Perhaps,  I  come 
To  pity,  not  rejoice,  at  Stuart’s  fate. 

Stuart.  To  pity! — Torture!  am  I  fall’n  so  low  !-— 

Ha !  recreant ! — move  thy  pity  ! — Hell  untie 
These  slavish  manacles,  that  I  may  scourge 
This  wretahed  arrogant! — 

Dun.  True  courage  scorns. 

To  vent  her  prowess  in  a  storm  of  words: 

And,  to  the  valiant,  actions  speak  alone: 

Then  let  my  deeds  approve  me.  I  am  come 
To  give  thee  instant  freedom. 

Stuart.  Mean’st  thou  death  ? 
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I  shall  be  free  then.  An  apt  minister 
Th’  usurper  has  ordain’d  to  perpetrate 
His  secret  murders. 

Dun.  Why  wilt  thou  belie 
Thy  own  intelligence? — Thou  know’st  my  sword 
Was  ne’er  accustom’d  to  the  bravo’s  stab  j 
Nor  the  designs  of  him  so  falesly  styl’d 
Usurper;  ever  sully’d  with  a  stain 
Of  cruelty  or  guile.  My  purpose  is. 

To  knock  thy  fetters  off,  conduct  thee  safe 
Without  the  city  confines,  and  restore  thee 
To  liberty  and  Athol. — 

Stuart.  Fawning  coward !  , 

Thou — thou  restore  me! — thou  unbind  my  chains  !  ’ 

Impossible  ! — Thy  fears  that  I  may  ’scape. 

Like  vultures  gnaw  thee  ! — 

Dun.  When  the  battle  joins. 

Thou  shalt  be  answer’d. — 

Stuart.  When  the  battle  joins! — 

— Away  dissembler  ! — Sooner  would  thou  beard  '  ~ 

The  lion  in  his  rage,  than  fairly  meet 
My  valour  on  the  plain! 

Dun.  Ha!  who  art  thou. 

That  I  should  dread  thy  threats? — by  Heav’n’s  high  throne! 

I’ll  meet  thee  in  a  desert,  to  thy  teeth 
Proclaim  thy  treachery,  and  with  my  sword 
Explore  thy  faithless  heart! — Meanwhile,  my  steps 
Shall  guide  thee  to  the  field. 

[Stuart  is  unchained,  and  presented  with  a  sword. 

Stuart.  No  ! — lightning  blast  me 
If  I  become  thy  debtor,  proud  Dunbar! 

Thy  nauseous  benefits  shall  not  enslave 
My  free-born  will.  Here,  captive  as  I  am. 

Thy  lavish’d  obligation  shall  not  buy 
My  friendship! — No!  nor  stifle  my  revenge  ! 

Dun.  Alike  unpleasant  would  it  be  to  me. 

To  court  thy  love,  or  deprecate  thy  hate: — 

What  I  have  proffer’d,  other  motives  urg’d— 

The  gift  is  Eleonora’s. — 

Stuart.  Sacred  pow’rs! 
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Let  me  not  understand  thee. — Thou  hast  rous’d 
My  soul’s  fury! — In  the  blood  that  warms 
Thine  heart,  perfidious,  I  will  slack  mine  ire. 

Dun.  In  all  my  conduct !  insolent  of  heart ! 

What  hast  thou  mark’d  so  abject  and  so  mean. 

That  thy  foul  tongue  its  licence  thus  avows  ? 

To  boundless  passion  subject,  as  thyself, 

Wild  tumult  oft  my  reason  overwhelms ! — 

Then  tempt  me  not  too  far,  lest  blindfold  wrath 
Transport  my  soul,  and  headlong  ruin  crush 
Thy  pride,  ev’n  here ! — 

Stuart.  In  this  accursed  place 
Let  me  be  shackled — rivetted  with  bolts, 

Till  the  rust  gnaw  my  carcass  to  the  bone. 

If  my  heart  throbs  not  for  the  combat,  here! — 

Ev’n  here,  where  thou  art  lord  ! — Ha !  do’st  thou  shake  ? 
By  Heav’n,  thy  quiv’ring  lip  and  haggard  look 
Confess  pale  terror  and  amaze  1 — 

Dun. — Away  ! — 

Away,  lewd  railer  ! — not  thy  sland’rous  throat. 

So  fruitful  of  invectives,  shall  provoke  me 

To  wreak  unworthy  vengeance  on  thee,  safe 

In  thy  captivity : — But  soon  as  war 

Shall  close  th’  encount’ring  hosts.  I’ll  find  thee  out — 

Assert  my  claim  to  Eleonora’s  love. 

And  tell  thee  what  thou  art. 

Stuart.  I  burn  ! — I  rage ! 

My  fell  revenge  consumes  me ! — But  no  more — 

Thou  shalt  not  ’scape  me — Goaded  by  my  wrongs, 

I’ll  haunt  thee  through  the  various  scenes  of  death! 
Thou  shalt  be  found  ! 

Dun.  I  triumph  in  that  hope, 

4  scene  viii.  Changes. 

king,  queen,  attended. 

King.  Courageous  Angus  shall  not  be  overpowr’d— 
Myself  will  bring  him  aid. 

Queen.  Alas  !  my  prince  ! 

King.  What  means  the  gentle  partner  of  my  heart  ? 
Dismiss  thy  fears.  This  day  will  dissipate 
The  cause  of  thy  dismay.  Ev’n  now  I  go 
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To  pluck  the  wreath  of  victory,  and  lay 
Fresh  laurels  in  thy  lap. 

Queen.  Ah  !  why  let  in 
A  train  of  harpy  sorrows  to  my  breast ! — 

— Ah  !  why  in  your  own  precious  life,  expose 
Your  kingdom’s  safety,  and  your  consort’s  peace! 

— Let  me  restrain  you  from  the  field  to-day. 

There  is  no  fame — no  glory  to  be  won. 

From  a  revolter’s  brow. — 

King.  The  public  weal 
Commands  to  arm — dishonour  taint  my  name. 

When  I  reject  the  call! 

Queen.  Ill-omen  d  call! 

That  like  the  raven’s  croak,  invades  my  quiet! 

O !  would  to  Heaven,  our  minutes  smoothly  roll'll 
In  humble  solitude,  with  meek-ey’d  Peace! 

“Remote  from  royalty,  and  all  the  cares 
That  brood  around  the  throne! — 

King.  No,  let  us  scorn 
Unfeeling  ease,  and  private  bliss  forego. 

When  public  misery  implores  our  aid. 

What  dignity  of  transport  feels  the  prince. 

Who  from  the  fangs  of  fierce  oppressive  power, 

A  people  rescues  ? 

Queen.  What  a  dreadful  host 
Of  dangers  ’circle  him ! 

King.  Disease  confers 
The  stamp  of  value  upon  health ;  and  glory 
Is  the  fair  child  of  peril.  Thou  thyself 
My  conduct  wilt  applaud,  soon  as  thy  mind 
Its  native  calm  regains,  and  reason  sways 

Uncheck’d  by  fear - Secure  till  my  return 

Remain  within,  and  ev’ry  thought  indulge 
Foreboding  my  success. — 

Queen.  Adieu — Adieu  ! 

Fleav’n  crown  valour  with  a  happy  wreath  [exit  Queen. 

King,  to  an  attendant.  Swift,  hie  thee  to  Dunbar,  and  bid  him  lead 
The  chosen.citizens. - 


Enter  Ramsay. 
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SCENE  IX. 

king,  attended,  ramsav. 

Ramsay.  O  fatal  chance  ! 

The  traitor  Grime,  with  a  selected  band, 

(While  Angus,  press’d  on  ev’ry  side,  sustains 
Th’  unequal  fight)  a  secret  path  pursu’d 
Around  the  hills,  and  pouring  all  at  once, 

Surpris’d  the  eastern  gate  ! — the  citizens 
With  consternation  smote,  before  his  arms 
In  rout  disorder’d  fly  ! — 

King.  Ha  !  then  the  wheel 
Of  fate  full  circle  rolls  to  crush  me  down  ! 

Nor  leaves  one  pause  for  conduct  ! — Yet  I’ll  bear 
My  fortunes  like  a  king — haste  and  collect 
The  scatter’d  parties — Let  us  not  submit 
Ere  yet  subdu’d — to  arms  !  [dr 

Ramsay.  Alas  !  my  prince  ! 

The  convent  is  beset — Hark  !  while  we  speak 
The  gates  are  burst — behold — 

King.  We  must  prevent 
The  pangs  of  lingering  misery,  and  fall 
With  honour,  as  we  liv’d — 

SCENE  X. 

king ,  attended,  rams^y.  grme,  with followers,  bursting 

King  What  bold  contempt 
Of  majesty  thus  rudely  dares  intrude 
Into  my  private  scenes  ) 

Grime.  The  hour  is  fled 
That  saw  thy  wanton  tyranny  impose 
The  galling  yoke — Yes,  I’m  come  to  wrest 
The  prostituted  sceptre  from  thy  hand, 

And  drag  thee  fetter’d  to  the  royal  throne 
Of  Walter,  whom  I  serve. 

King.  Outrageous  wretch  ! 

Grown  old  in  treachery  !  whose  soul  untam’d. 

No  i  oevcy  softens,  and  no  laws  restrain  ! 

Thy  nfe  ihrice  forfeited,  my  pity  thrice 
From  justice  hath  redeem’d  ;  yet  art  thou  found 
Still  turbulent — a  rugged  rebel  still, 

Unaw’d  anti  unreclaim  d  ! — 
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Grime.  That  I  yet  breathe 
This  ambient  air,  and  tread  this  earth  at  will, 

Not  to  thy  mercy  but  thy  dread  I  owe. 

Wrong’d  as  I  was — my  old  possessions  reft 
By  thy  rapacious  power,  my  limbs  enchain’d 
Within  a  lothsome  dungeon,  and  my  name 
Thy  loud  reproach  through  all  the  groaning  land  ; 

Thou  durst  not  shed  my  blood  ! — the  purple  stream 
Had  swell’d — a  tide  of  vengeance  !  and  o’erwhelm’d 
The  proud  oppressor. — 

King.  Traitor  to  thy  prince. 

And  foe  perverse  to  truth  ! — how  full  thy  crimes. 

Thy  doom  how  just — my  pardon  how  humane. 

Thy  conscious  malice  knows — But  let  me  not 
Degrade  my  name,  and  vindicate  to  thee 
The  justice  of  my  reign. 

Grime.  Vain  were  th’  attempt, 

With  artifice  of  words,  to  sooth  my  rage, 

More  deaf  to  mercy,  than  the  famish’d  wolf 
That  tears  the  bleating  kid  ! — My  starv’d  revenge 
Thy  blood  alone  can  satiate  ! — Yield  thee  then  ! 

Or  sink  beneath  mine  arm. 

King.  Heav’n  shall  not  see 
A  deed  so  abject^ilify  my  name — 

While  yet  I  wield  this  sword,  and  the  warm  blood 
Still  streams  within  my  veins  ;  my  courage  soars 
Superior  to  a  ruffian’s  threats. 

Grime.  Fall  on. 

And  hew  them  piecemeal. 

[King,  Ramsay,  and  Attendants ,  drive  of  Grime  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  ;  lut  are  afterwards  overpowered  and  disarmed. 
Grime.  Wilt  thou  yet  maintain 
Thy  dignity  of  words  ? — Where  are  thy  slaves. 

Thy  subjects,  guards,  and  thunder  of  thy  throne. 

Reduc’d  usurper  ? — Guard  these  captives  hence. 

[ exeunt  King ,  Ramsay,  &c.  guarded . 

SCENE  XI. 

Enter  a  soldier  to  grime. 

Soldier.  A  troop  of  horsemen  have  possess’d  the  gate 
By  which  we  gain’d  the  city. 
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Grime.  Blast  them  hell ! 
We  must  retreat  another  way,  and  leave 
Our  aim  unfinish’d  ! — Our  victorious  swords 
At  least  shall  guard  the  treasure  they  have  won. 
When  the  fierce  parent-lion  bites  our  chain. 
His  whelps  forlorn  an  easy  prey  remain. 


ACT  III. 

SCENE  I. 

&UEEN,  ELEONORA,  CAPTAIN. 

Queen.  What  from  the  battlements  hast  thou  descry’d  ? 
Captain.  Nothing  distinct,  my  queen.  Involv’d  in  clouds 
Impervious  to  the  view,  the  battle  long 
Continued  doubtful,  ’midst  the  mingling  sounds 
Of  trumpets,  neighing  steeds,  tumultuous  shouts 
Of  fierce  assailants,  doleful  cries  of  death. 

And  clattering  armour  ;  till  at  length,  the  noise 
In  distant  murmurs  dy’d.  O’er  all  the  plain. 

Now  a  dread  stillnes  reigns  ! 

Queen.  Then  all  is  lost ! 

Why  pauses  ruin,  and  suspends  the  stroke !  % 

Is  it  to  lengthen  out  affliction’s  term, 

And  feed  productive  woe  ?  Where  shall  the  groans 
Of  innocenee  deserted  find  redress! 

Shall  I  exclaim  to  Heav’n  ? — Already  Heav’n 
Its  pity  and  protection  hath  withdrawn  ! 

Earth  yield  me  refuge  then  ! — give  me  to  lie 
Within  thy  cheerless  bosom  ! — there,  put  off 
Th’  uneasy  robe  of  being — there,  lay  down 
The  load  of  my  distress  ! 

Eleon.  Alas,  my  queen, 

What  consolation  can  the  wretched  bring  ! 

How  shall  I,  from  my  own  despair,  collect 
Assuasive  balm  ! — Within  my  lonely  breast 
Mute  sorrow  and  despondence  long  have  dwelt ! 

And  while  my  sire,  perhaps  this  instant  bleeds. 

The  dim,  exhausted  fountains  of  my  grief. 

Can  scarce  afford  a  tear  ? 


A  TRAGEDY. 


Queen.  O  luxury 

Of  mutual  ill ! — Let  us  enjoy  the  feast ! 

To  groan  re-echo  groan,  in  concert  raise 
Our  lamentation  ;  and  when  sorrow  swells 
Too  big  for  utterance,  the  silent  streams 
Shall  flow  in  common  ! — When  the  silent  streams 
Forbear  to  flow,  the  voice  again  shall  wail ! 

O  my  lost  lord  ! — O  save  him — save  him  powers  ? 

Eicon.  Is  there  no  gentle  remedy  to  sooth 
The  soul’s  disorder,  lull  the  jaringjthoughts, 

And  with  fair  images  amuse  the  mind  ? 

— Come,  smiling  hope — divine  illusion  !  come 
In  all  thy  pride  of  triumph  o’er  the  pangs 
Of  misery  and  pain  ! 

Queen.  Low — low  indeed 
Have  our  misfortunes  plung’d  us ;  when  no  gleam 
Of  wand’ring  hope,  how  vain  soe'er  or  false. 

Our  invocation  flatters  ! — When — O  when 
Will  death  deliver  me  ? — Shall  I  not  rest 
Within  the  peaceful  tomb,  where  I  may  sleep 
In  calm  oblivion,  and  forget  the  wrecks 
Of  stormy  life! — No  sounds  disturb  the  grave 
Of  murder’d  husbands  ! — Or  the  dismal  scream 
Of  infants  perishing  ! — Ha !  whither  leads 
Imagination ! — Must  ye  perish  then 
Ye  tender  blossoms  ? — Must  the  lofty  oak 
That  gave  you  life,  and  shelter’d  you  from  harm. 
Yield  to  the  traitor’s  axe  ? — O  agony 
Of  fond  distraction. 

Eleon.  Ha  ! — behold  where  comes 
The  warlike  son  of  March  !  What  if  he  brings 
The  news  of  victory  ! 

Queen.  My  soul,  alarm’d 
With  eagerness  and  terror  waits  her  doom. 

SCENE  II. 

QUEEN,  ELEONORA,  DUNBAR. 

Queen,  Say,  youth,  ho  *v  fares  the  king  ! 

Dun.  Fair  princess,  hail ! 

To  you  my  duty  and  my  speed  were  bent — 

Your  royal  consort  triumphs. 
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Queen.  Lives  he  then  ! 

Lives  he,  deliver’d  from  the  fatal  snares 
Which  had  inclos’d  him 

Dun.  To  their  hills  repel  I’d, 

The  vanquish’d  rebels  curse  his  conq’ring  arm — 

He  bade  me  fly  before  him  to  the  queen. 

With  the  glad  tidings  cheer  her  drooping  soul. 

And  be.ar  his  kindest  wishes  to  tire  shrine 
Himself  will  soon  adore. 

Queen.  Will  he  then  comb 
And  wipe  the  tear  of  sorrow  from  ray  cheek  ! 

Ah,  no  ! — thy  pity  flatters  me  in  vain ! 

Dun.  Let  me  not  dally  with  my  queen’s  distress. 

What  were  it,  but  to  lift  incumbent  woe, 

That  it  might  fall  more  grievous.  By  the  faith 
Of  my  allegiance,  hither  speeds  the  king, 

By  love  attended,  and  by  conquest  crown’d. 

Queen.  O  welcome  messenger  !  How  sweetly  sounds 
The  prelude  !  Thus,  the  warbler  of  the  morn. 

To  the  sick  wretch  who  moan’d  the  tedious  night. 

Brings  balmy  slumber,  ease  and  hope,  and  health  ! 

O  wond’rous  destiny ! 

Eicon.  Thus,  on  my  queen 
May  fortune  ever  smile  !  May  bliss  to  bliss 
Succeed,  a  tranquil  scene  !  Say  noble  youth. 

Returns  my  sire  in  safety  from  the  field  ! 

Dun.  Safe  as  thy  fondest  filial  wish  can  form. 

In  war’s  variety,  mine  eyes  have  seen 
Variety  of  valour  and  of  skill ; 

But  such  united  excellence  of  both. 

Such  art  to  baffle  and  amuse  the  foe, 

Such  intrepidity  to  execute 
Repeated  efforts,  never,  save  in  him, 

My  observation  trac’d!  Our  monarch’s  acts 
My  feeble  praise  would  sully  and  profane. 

Eleon.  Thy  words,  like  genial  showers  to  the  parch’d  earth; 
Refresh  my  languid  soul ! 

Queen.  The  trumpet  swells  ! 

My  conqueror  approaches !  Let  me  fly 
With  ecstacy  of  love  into  his  arms  ! 

He  comes  !  the  victor  comes ! 
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SCENE  III. 

KING,  QUEEN,  ELEONORA,  DUNBAR. 

King,  embracing  the  Queen.  My  better  part  1 
My  soul’s  chief  residence  !  my  love  !  my  queen  ! 

Thou  hast  been  tender  overmuch,  add  mourn’d 
Ev’n  too  profusely ! 

Queen.  Celebrate  this  hour. 

Ye  songs  of  angels !  and  ye  sons  of  earth. 

Keep  festival !  My  monarch  is  return’d  ! 

I  fold  him  in  these  arms  !  I  hear  his  voice — 

His  love  soft  chiding  ! 

King.  O  ye  powers  benign  ! 

What  words  can  speak  the  rapture  of  my  soul  ! 

Come  to  my  breast,  where,  cherish’d  by  my  love, 

Thy  fair  idea  rooted,  blossoms  forth. 

And  twines  around  my  heart ! 

Queen.  Mysterious  fate  ! 

My  wishes  are  complete  !  Yet  I  must  ask 
A  thousand  things,  impertinently  fond  ! 

How  did  you  ’scape  ?  What  angel’s  hand,  my  king. 

Preserv’d  you  from  destruction  ? 

King.  Heav’n,  indeed, 

Espous’d  my  cause,  and  sent  to  my  relief 
The  son  of  March,  who,  with  a  chosen  few. 

Deliver’d  me  from  Grime  :  thence  to  the  field 
We  speeded,  and  accomplish’d  what  the  sword 
Of  Angus  had  well  nigh  achiev’d  before. 

Queen  to  Dun.  How  shall  acknowledgement  enough  reward 
Thy  worth  unparalleled  ! 

King.  Now,  by  my  throne  ! 

Not  my  own  issue  shall  engross  me  more 
Than  thou,  heroic  youth  !  Th’  insulting  foe. 

In  spite  of  fresh  supplies,  with  slaughter  driven 
To  the  steep  hills  that  bound  the  plain,  have  sent 
An  herald,  in  their  turn,  to  sue  for  peace. 

An  audience  have  I  promis’d.  Ere  the  hour 
Arrives,  I  will  retire,  and  in  the  bath 

Refresh  my  weary’d  limbs.  f  Exeunt  King,  Queen,  attendant ?. 
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SCENE  IV. 

DUNBAR,  ELEONORA. 

Eleon.  Renown,  to-day, 

Has  lavish'd  all  her  honours  on  thy  head. 

Dun.  What  boots  it  that  my  fortune  decks  me  thu' 
With  unsubstantial  plumes,  when  my  heart  groans 
Beneath  the  gay  caparison,  and  love 
With  unrequited  passion  wounds  my  soul ! 

Eleon.  Is  unpropitious  love  unknown  to  me  ? 

To  me  for  ever  doom’d  (alas  !)  to  nurse 
The  slow-consuming  fire. 

Dun.  Heavn’s  !  what  are  all 
The  boasted  charms  that  with  such  wond’rous  power 
Attach  thee  to  my  rival !  Far  from  me 
Be  the  vain  arrogance  of  pride,  to  vaunt 
Excelling  talents ;  yet  I  fain  would  learn 
On  what  admir’d  accomplishment  of  Stuart 
Thy  preference  is  fix’d. 

Eleon.  Alas !  Dunbar, 

My  judgment,  weak  and  erring  as  it  is, 

Too  well  discerns  on  whom  I  should  bestow 
My  love  and  my  esteem.  But  trust  me,  youth. 

Thou  little  know’st  how  hard  it  is  to  wean 

The  mind  from  darling  habits  long  indulg’d  ! - - 

I  know  that  Stuart  sinks  into  reproach. 

Immers’d  in  guilt,  and,  more  than  once  subdu’d 
By  thy  superior  merit  and  success  : 

Yet  even  this  Stuart  (for  I  would  not  wrong 
Thine  expectation)  still  retains  a  part 
Of  my  compassion — nay,  I  fear,  my  love ! 

Woulds’t  thou,  distinguish’d  by  th’  applause  of  kings. 
Disgrace  thy  qualities,  and  brook  the  prize 
Of  a  divided  heart  ? 

Dun.  No  !  Witness  Heaven 
Hove  not  on  such  terms  !  Am  I  then  doom’d, 
Unfeeling  maid  !  for  ever  to  deplore 
Thy  unabating  rigour  !  The  rude  flint 
Yields  to  th’  incessant  drop ;  but  Eleonora, 

Inflexibly  severe,  unchang’d  remains, 

Unmov’d  by  my  complaint ! 
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Eleon.  My  father  comes  ! 

Let  me,  with  pious  ravishment,  embrace 
His  martial  knees,  and  bless  the  guardian  power 
That  screen’d  him  in  the  battle  ! 

scene  V. 

ANGUS,  DUNBAR,  ELEONORA* 

Angus .  Rise,  my  child, 

Thou  hast  been  always  dutiful,  and  mild 
As  the  soft  breeze  that  fans  the  summer  eve  ! 

Such  innocence,  endearing,  gently  stole 

Into  my  youthful  bosom,  and  awak’d 

Love’s  tender  languishment,  when  to  my  view 

Thy  mother  first  display’d  her  virgin  bloom  !  [ turning  to  Dunlar. 

Come  to  my  arms,  Dunbar  !  To  shield  from  death 

A  parent  is  the  venerable  act 

Of  the  most  pious  duty.  Thus  adopted, 

Henceforward  be  my  son  !  The  rebel  chiefs. 

Secure  in  my  safe  conduct,  wait  without 
The  promis’d  audience.  To  the  king  repair, 

And  signify  their  presence.  [exit  Dunlar. 


SCENE  VI. 

ANGUS,  ELEONORA. 

Ang.  Eleonora, 

Behold  th’  undaunted  youth,  who  stept  between 

The  stroke  of  fate  and  me. - O’erpow’r’d,  unhors’d, 

And  by  the  foe  surrounded,  I  had  sunk 

A  victim  to  barbarity  enrag’d 

If  brave  Dunbar,  to  his  own  peril  blind. 

Had  not  that  instant  to  my  rescue  sprung. — 

Nay,  when  that  youthful  traitor — (by  whose  arm 
Releas’d  I  know  not)  headlong  rush’d  against  me. 

My  vigilant  deliverer  oppos’d 

The  fierce  aggressor,  whose  aspiring  crest 

Soon  prostrate  fell. 

Eleon.  Ha  !  fell - Is  Stuart  slain  ? 

O  !  speak,  my  father - 

Angus.  Wherefore  this  alarm  1 
Let  me  not  find  thy  bosom  entertain 

A  sentiment  unworthy  of  thy  name. - 

The  gen’rous  victor  gave  him  back  his  life. 
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And  cry’d  aloud,  f  This  sacrifice  I  make 

For  Eleonora’s  love.’ - 

Eleon.  O  matchless  youth  f 
His  virtues  conquer’d  my  esteem  before  ; 

But  now  my  grateful  sentiment  inflames 
Ev’n  to  a  sister’s  zeal. 

Angus.  With  rigid  power 
I  would  not  bridle  thy  reluctant  thought 
Yet,  let  me,  with  parental  care,  commend 

The  passion  of  Dunbar. - 

Eleon .  A  fairer  garb 

H  is  title  could  not  wear  !  but  when  I  think 
What  rocks  in  secret  lie,  what  tempests  rise 
On  love’s  deceitful  voyage,  my  timid  soul 
Recoils  affrighted,  and  with  horror  shuns 
Th’  inviting  calm  ! 

Angus.  Retire,  my  child,  and  weigh 
The  different  claims — Here  glory,  love,  and  truth. 
Implode  thy  smiles  : — There  vice,  with  brutal  rage. 
Would  force  thee  to  his  wishes. — But  too  long 
I  tarry  in  this  place. — I  must  attend 
My  sovereign  in  his  interview  with  Athol. 

SCENE  VII. 

Changes  to  another  apartment. 
ATHOL,  GRIME. 

Athol.  What  we  to  fortune  ow  d,  our  arms  have  paid: 
But  let  us  now  the  changeling  power  renounce. — 
Unhappy  those  who  hazard  their  designs 
On  her  without  reserve  ! — 

Grime.  Our  plan  pursu’d 

A  purpose  more  assur’d  : — With  conquest  crown’d 
Our  aim  indeed  a  fairer  wreath  had  worn  : 

But  that  deny’d,  on  terms  of  darker  hue 
Our  swords  shall  force  success  ! — 

Athol.  Th’  approaching  scene 
Demands  our  utmost  art ! — not  with  tame  sighs 
To  bend  before  his  throne,  and  supplicate 
His  clemency,  like  slaves}  nor  to  provoke. 

With  pride  of  speech,  his  anger  half  appeas’d  : 
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But  with  submission  mingle  (as  we  speak) 

A  conscious  dignity  of  soul,  prepar’d 
For  all  events. 

Grime.  Without  the  city  walls. 

The  southern  troops  encamp’d,  already  fill 
The  festal  bowl,  to  celebrate  the  day. — 

Athol.  By  Heav’n  !  their  flush’d  intemperance  will  yield 
Occasion  undisturb’d.  For  while  they  lie 
With  wine  and  sleep  o’erwhelm’d,  the  clans  that  lurk 
Behind  th’  adjacent  hills,  shall  in  the  dark 
Approach  the  gate,  when  our  associate  Cattan 
Commands  the  guard  ;  then  introduc’d  by  him. 

We  take  with  ease  possession  of  tire  town, 

And  hither  move  unmark’d. 

Grime.  Here,  if  we  fail. 

May  my  shrunk  sinew  never  more  unsheath 
My  well-try’d  dagger  ;  nor  my  hungry  hate 
Enjoy  the  sav’ry  steam  of  hostile  gore  ! 

Athol.  How  my  fir’d  soul  anticipates  the  joy  i 
I  see  me  seated  in  the  regal  chair, 

Enthron’d  by  Grime,  the  partner  of  my  power  1 
But  this  important  enterprise  demands 
More  secret  conference, — The  sword  of  Stuart 
Will  much  avail  : — But  this  unpractic’d  youth, 

To  doubts  and  scruples  subject,  hitherto 
Declines  our  last  resolve. — 

Grime.  It  shall  be  mine 
To  rouse  his  passion  to  the  pitch  requir’d. — 

But  soft ! — who  comes  ! — Ten  thousand  curses  load 
Th’  ambitious  stripling ! 

Enter  dunbir. 

Dun.  By  the  king’s  command, 

I  come  to  guide  you  to  the  throne. 

Athol.  ’Tis  well. 

SCENE  VIII. 

Discovers  the  king  seated,  angus,  attendants. 

Enter  athol,  grime,  introduced  by  dunbar. 

King.  It  is  not  well — it  is  not  well  we  meet 
On  terms  like  these  ; — I  should  have  found  in  Athol 
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A  trusty  counsellor  and  steady  friend  ! 

And  better  would  it  suit  thy  rev’rend  age. 

Thy  station,  quality,  and  kindred  blood. 

To  hush  ill-judging  clamour,  and  cement 
Divided  factions  to  my  throne  again, 

Than  thus  embroil  the  state. 

Athol.  My  present  aim 
Is  to  repair,  not  widen  more  the  breach 
That  discord  made  between  us  :  this,  my  liege, 

Not  harsh  reproaches,  or  severe  rebuke. 

Will  ere  effectuate  : — No — let  us  rather. 

On  terms  which  equally  become  us  both. 

Our  int’rests  reunite. 

King.  Ha  ! — reunite  ! 

By  Heav’n,  thy  proud  demeanour  more  befits 
A  sov’reign  than  a  subject ! — Reunite  ! 

How  durst  thou  sever  from  thy  faith,  old  lord  ! 

And  with  an  helmet  load  that  hoary  head 
To  wage  rebellious  war  ! 

Athol.  The  sword  of  Athol 
Was  never  drawn  but  to  redress  the  wrongs 
His  country  suffer’d. 

King.  Dar’st  thou  to  my  face 
Impeach  my  conduct,  baffled  as  thou  art. 

Ungrateful  traitor  ?  Is  it  thus  thy  guilt 
My  clemency  implores  ? 

Athol.  Not  yet  so  low 
Has  fate  reduc’d  us,  that  we  need  to  crawl 
Beneath  your  footstool :  in  our  camp  remain 
Ten  thousand  vig’rous  mountaineers,  who  long 
Their  honours  to  retrieve. 

King,  rising  hastily  Swift  hie  thee  to  them,, 
And  lead  thy  fugitive  adherents  back  ! 

Away. — Now  by  the  mighty  soul  of  Bruce  ! 

Thou  shalt  be  met.  And  if  thy  savage  clans 
Abide  us  in  the  plain,  we  soon  will  tread 
Rebellion  into  dust.  Why  move  ye  not  ? 

Conduct  them  to  their  camp. 

Athol.  Forgive,  my  prince. 

If,  on  my  own  integrity  of  heart 
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Too  far  presuming,  I  have  gall’d  the  wound 
Too  much  inflam’d  already.  Not  with  you. 

But  with  your  measures  ill-advis’d  I  wan’d  : 

Your  sacred  person,  family,  and  throne. 

My  purpose  still  rever’d. 

King.  O  wretched  plea  ! 

To  which  thy  blasted  guilt  must  have  recourse  ! 

Had  thy  design  been  laudable,  thy  tongue 
With  honest  freedom  boldly  should  have  spoke 
Thy  discontent.  Ye  live  not  in  a  reign 
Where  truth,  by  arbitrary  pow’r  depress’d. 

Dares  not  maintain  her  state.  I  charge  thee,  say 
What  lawless  measures  has  my  pow’r  pursu’d  ? 

Athol.  I  come  to  mitigate  your  royal  wrath 
With  sorrow  and  submission  ;  not  to  sum 
The  motives  which  compell’d  me  to  the  field. 

King.  I  found  your  miserable  state  reduc’d 
To  ruin  and  despair  :  your  cities  drench’d 
In  mutual  slaughter,  desolate  your  plains  : 

All  order  banish’d,  and  all  arts  decay’d  : 

No  industry,  save  what  with  hands  impure 
Distress'd  the  commonwealth  :  no  laws  in  force, 

To  screen  the  poor,  and  check  the  guilty  great  ; 

While  squalid  famine  join’d  her  sister  fiend, 

Devouring  pestilence,  to  curse  the  scene  ! 

I  came — I  toil’d — reform’d — redress’d  the  whole  : 

And  lo  !  my  recompence  ! — But  I  relapse. — 

What  is  your  suit  ? 

Athol.  We  sue,  my  liege,  for  peace. 

King.  Say,  that  my  lenity  should  grant  your  prayer. 
How,  for  the  future,  shall  I  rest  assur’d 
Of  your  allegiance  ? 

Athol.  Stuart  shall  be  left 
The  pledge  of  our  behaviour. 

King.  And  your  arms 
Fire  noon  to-morrow,  shall  be  yielded  up. 

Athol.  This  too  shall  be  perform’d. 

King.  Then  mark  me,  thane. 

Because  the  loins  from  whence  my  father  sprung. 

On  thee  too  life  bestow’d,  enjoy  the  gift. 
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I  pardon  what  is  past.  In  peace  consume 
Tlie  winter  of  thy  days.  But  if  ye  light 
Th’  extinguish’d  brand  again,  and  brave  my  throne 
With  new  commotions — By  th’  Eternal  Pow’r  ! 

No  future  guile,  submission,  or  regard. 

Shall  check  my  indignation  !  I  will  pour 
My  vengeance  in  full  volley  j  and  the  earth 
Shall  dread  to  yield  you  succour  or  resource  ! 

Of  this  no  more.  Thy  kinsman  shall  remain 
With  us  an  hostage  of  thy  promis’d  faith. 

So  shall  our  mercy  with  our  prudence  join, 
United  brighten,  and  securely  shine. 


ACT  IV. 

SCENE  f. 

Stuart.  This  solitude  but  more  foments  despair  I 
Recals,  compares,  and  to  th’  incessant  pangs 
Of  spite,  revenge,  and  shame,  condemns  my  soul ! 
O  !  what  a  miserable  slave  am  I ! 

Precipitated  from  the  tow’ring  hope 
Of  eagle-ey'd  ambition,  to  th’  abyss 
Of  mutt’ ring  horror,  curs’d  from  thought  to  thought 
— Ha,  Jealousy  ! — I  feel  th’  infernal  power  ! 

Her  hissing  snakes  arouse,  her  torch  inflames 
My  maddening  soul  ! — Yes,  if  he  thus  permits 
My  feet  to  range  at  will,  my  vengeful  hand 
Will  soon  requite  him. 

SCENE  II. 

STUART,  GKIME. 

Grime.  Wherefore  thus  aloue  ? 

Thy  noble  kinsman,  who  now  parted  hence. 

Observes  a  sullen  cloud  o'erhang  thy  brow. 

Since  from  the  dungeon  to  his  wish  restor’d, 

A  mute  aversion  to  his  love  secludes 
Thy  lonely  steps — 

Stuart.  Yes, — thou  thyself  has  nam’d 
The  cause  accurs’d  i — ha,  from  the  dungeou  freed  !- 
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And  freed  by  whom  ! — there’s  poison  in  the  thought ! 

— Am  I  not  a  hostage  of  my  uncle’s  shame  ? 

Grime.  Thou  dwell’st  on  that  too  much.  Few  live  exempt 
From  disappointment  and  disgrace,  who  run 
Ambition’s  rapid  course.  Inur’d  to  pain, 

The  harden’d  soul,  at  last,  forgets  to  feel 
The  scourge  of  fate  ;  and  fearless  rushes  on 
To  deeds  advent’ rous. 

Stuart.  Who  shall  frame  th’  attempt 
That  Stuart  dreads  t’  achieve  ? — Not  pestilence. 

Not  raging  seas,  nor  livid  flames,  can  bound 
My  dauntless  undertaking ! — Tell  me,  Grime, 

For  thou  wast  train’d  to  feats  of  horrid  proof, 

Since  not  the  voice  of  Heav’n  itself  can  lure 
My  honour  back  again — what  pow’r  of  hell 
Shall  I  invoke  to  deepen  my  revenge  ? 

Grime.  Ha  !  didst  thou  say,  revenge  ! — Hail,  sable  pow’r. 
To  me  more  dear  than  riches  or  renown  ! 

What  gloomy  joy  to  drench  the  dagger  deep 
In  the  proud  heart  of  him  who  robb’d  my  fame  ! 

My  fortune  thwarted,  or  essay’d  by  fraud 
To  poison  my  delights  ? 

Stuart.  Ha  !  thou  hast  rous’d 
The  scorpion-thought  that  stings  me  ! — 

— Mark  me.  Grime, — - 
Our  baffled  cause  could  not  alarm  me  thus  : 

If  conquest  for  the  foe  declar’d  to-day. 

Our  arms  again  the  vagrant  might  compel. 

And  chain  her  to  our  side.  But  know,  my  love 
Has  been  defrauded  !  Eleonora’s  heart 
That  wretch  invades — That  ravisher,  who  cropp’d 
My  budding  fame,  and  sunk  me  to  reproach  ! 

He,  whom  my  jealousy,  in  all  its  rage. 

Hath  singled  for  destruction  ! 

Grime.  He  shall  die  ! 

Stuart.  Yes, — he  shall  die  !  He  shall  be  flea’d — impal’d  ! 
And  his  torn  bowels  thrown  to  beasts  of  prey  ; 

My  savage  hate  shall  on  his  tortures  feed  ! 

I  will  have  vengeance  I 

Grime.  Would’st  thou  have  it  full, 

Include  his  patrons. 
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Stuar!.  Ha  ! — What — shall  my  arm 
Unsheath  the  secret  steel  ‘ 

Grime.  Yes. — Strike  at  once. 

For  liberty,  ambition,  and  revenge. 

Let  the  proud  tyrant  yield  his  haughty  soul ; 

And  all  his  offspring  swell  the  sanguine  stream. 

Let  Angus  perish  too. 

Stuart.  O  wond’rous  plan 
Of  unrestrain’d  barbarity  ! — It  suits 
The  horrors  of  my  bosom  ! — All ! — What,'  all  i 
In  slaughter’d  heaps — The  progeny  and  sire  ! 

To  sluice  them  in  th’  unguarded  hour  of  rest ! 
Infernal  sacrifice  1 — dire,  ev’n  too  dire 
For  my  despair !  To  me  what  have  they  done 
To  merit  such  returns  ? — No,  my  revenge 
Demands  the  blood  of  one,  and  he  shall  fall. 

Grime.  It  shall  suffice  :  Dunbar  shall  bleed  alone. 
J5ut  let  us  seize  him  on  the  verge  of  bliss  ; 

When  the  fond  maid’s  enkindling  looks  confess 
The  flames  of  bashful  love  ;  when  eager  joy. 

And  modest  fear,  by  turns  exalt  the  blush 
To  a  more  fervid  glow ;  when  Eleonora 
Unfolds  Elysium  to  his  raptur'd  view, 

And  smiles  him  to  her  arms. 

Stuart.  Ha  !  Lightning  scorch 
Thy  tongue,  blasphemer  !  Sooner  may  this  globe 
Be  hurl’d  to  the  profound  abyss  of  hell ! — 

But  vain  are  w'ords.  This  is  no  place — remember 
He  shall  not  triumph  thus  !  Thou  has  bely’d  him — • 
He  means  it  not.  Nor  will  the  syren  smile — 

No,  Grime,  she  dares  not  smile  him  to  her  arms ! 

Grime.  Reproach,  or  mute  disgust,  is  the  reward 
Of  candid  friendship,  that  disdains  to  hide 
Unpalatable  truth  ! — I  tell  thee,  youth, 

Betroth’d  by  Angus  to  Dunbar,  she  yields 

Her  plighted  faith,  this  hour.; — But  see  ! — the  maid 

Moves  hitherward  alone  ! — 

Stuart.  Haste,  leave  me,  Grime  ! 

My  soul  is  up  in  arms  ! — my  vengeance  boils  ! 

Lint,  jealousyr,  implacable  despair 
In  tempests  wheel. — 
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Crime.  Thou  shalt  not  tarry  here  ! — 

Thy  frantic  rage  may  rashly  overturn 
Our  whole  design ! — 

Stuart.  Let  me  not  urge  again 

Thy  swift  departure  ! — hence — I  come  anon. —  [_exit  Grime , 

SCENE  III. 

STUART,  ELEONORA. 

Stuart.  When  last  we  parted,  love  had  reconcil’d 
Our  mutual  jealousies  !  and  breath’d  anew 
The  soul  of  harmony  within  our  breasts. — 

Hast  thou  not,  since  that  period,  entertain’d 
One  adverse  thought  to  constancy  and  me ) 

Eleon.  Say,  who  invested  thee  with  pow’r  supreme 
O'.er  Eleonora’s  conduct,  that  thou  com’st 
With  frowning  aspect,  thus,  to  judge  rpy  fame? — 

Hast  thou  not  forfeited  all  claim  to  me? 

Have  I  not  seen  thee  stray  from  honour’s  path  ? 

And  shall  my  love  be  to  the  breast  confin’d 
Where  treason  in  her  darkest  hue  presides  1 
No  ! — let  me  wipe  thee,  blotted  as  thou  art, 

From  my  abhorrent  thoughts!  — 

Stuart.  Not  all  this  pride 
Of  mimic  virtue — not  th’  assembled  host 
Of  female  wiles,  how  exquisite  soe’er, 

Shall  shelter  thee,  deceiver ! — What  new  stain 
Defiles  my  bosom,  since  the  morning  saw 
Thy  tenderness  o'erflow;  and  heard  thy  tongue 
Seduce  me  to  thy  faithless  arms  again  ? 

Eicon.  Is  this  the  testimony  of  thy  love^ 

This  thy  asserted  honour !  to  revile 
Defenceless  innocence? — But  this  will  aid 
My  duty — to  forget  thee.  Do’st  thou  ask 
What  recent  outrage  has  estrang’d  my  heart  ? — 

There  needed  none.  The  measure  of  thy  guilt 
Was  full  enough  before.  Yet  thou  hast  heap’d 
Offences  to  excess :  in  battle  fought 
Against  tby  king ;  and  sought,  with  lifted  arm. 

My  father’s  life — ungrateful  as  thou  art ! 

Know  then,  the  honour  of  my  name  forbids 
Our  fates  to  joixr;  and  it  shall  ne’er  be  said. 
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That  Eleonora,  lost  to  glory,  took 
A  traitor  to  her  bed! — 

Stuart.  Perfidious  witch! 

Thy  charms  shall  not  avail  thee;  for  I  come 
Th’  avenging  minister  of  broken  faith  ! 

To  claim  the  promis’d  fruitage  of  my  love — 

Or — mark  me — punish  with  thy  guilty  blood. 

Thy  perjury  and  fraud ! — 

Eleon.  Wilt  thou  atterftpt 
To  gain  by  menaces,  what  the  soft  sigh 
Of  plaintive  anguish  would  implore  in  vain  ? 

Here  strike — and  let  thy  ruthless  poniard  drink 
The  blood  of  Douglas,  which  has  often  flow’d 
In  virtue’s  cause ;  and  ev’ry  soil  enrich’d. 

From  wintry  Scania  to  the  sacred  vale 
Where  Lebanon  exalts  his  lofty  brow. 

Stuart.  Egregious  sorc’ress! — give  me  back  my  peace- 
Bid  yesterday  return,  that  saw  my  youth 
Adorn’d  in  all  its  splendour,  and  elate 
With  gen’rous  pride  and  dignity  of  soul ! — 

Ere  yet  thy  spells  had  discompos’d  my  brain. 

Unstrung  my  arm,  and  laid  me  in  the  dust. 

Beneath  a  rival’s  feet! 

Eleon.  Hear  all  ye  pow’rs  ! 

He  claims  of  me,  what  his  own  conscious  guilt 
Hath  robb’d  him  of.  And  do’st  thou  look  for  peace 
In  my  afflicted  bosom  ?  There,  indeed. 

Thine  image  dwells  with  solitude  and  care, 

Amidst  the  devastation  thou  hast  made  ! 

Stuart.  O  crocodile! — Curse  on  these  faithless  drops 
Which  fall  but  to  ensnare  ! — Thy  specious  words 
Shall  sooner  lull  the  sounding  surge,  than  check 
The.  fury  that  impels  me ! — Yet — by  Heav’n, 

Thou  art  divinely  fail  !  and  thy  distress 
With  magic  softness  ev'ry  charm  improves! — 

Wer’t  thou  not  false  as  hell,  not  paradise 
Could  more  perfection  boast! — O!  let  me  turn 
My  fainting  eyes  from  thy  resistless  face; 

And  from  my  sense  exclude  the  soothing  sound 
Of  thy  enchanting  tongue' — Yet — yet  renounce 
Thine  infidelity — To  thine  embrace 
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Receive  this  wanderer — this  wretch  forlorn! — 

Speak  peace  to  his  distracted  soul;  and  ease 
The  tortures  of  his  bosom ! 

Eicon.  Hapless  youth! 

My  heart  bleeds  for  thee! — careless  of  her  own, 

Bleeds  o’er  thy  sorrows!  ’mid  the  flinty  rocks 
My  tender  feet  would  tread  to  bring  thee  balm : 

Or,  unrepining,  tempt  the  pathless  snow  ! — 

O  !  could  my  death  recal  thy  banish’d  quiet! 

Here  would  I  kneel,  a  suppliant  to  Heav’n,' 

In  thy  behalf ;  and  offer  to  the  grave 
The  price  of  thy  repose  ! — Alas  !  I  fear 
Our  days  of  pleasure  are  for  ever  past! 

Stuart.  O  thou  hast  joy  and  horror  in  thy  gift ! 
And  sway’st  my  soul  at  will! — bless’d  in  thy  love. 

The  memory  of  sorrow  and  disgrace. 

That  preys  upon  my  youth,  would  soon  forsake 
My  raptur’d  thought,  and  hell  should  plot  in  vain 
To  sever  us  again! — O  let  me  clasp  thee. 

Thou  charm  ineffable ! 

Eleon.  Forbear,  fond  youth, 

Our  unrelenting  destiny  hath  rais’d 
Eternal  bars  between  us! 

Stuart.  Ha! — what  bars? 

Eleon.  A  sacrifice  demanded  by  my  sire — 

A  vow - 

Stuart.  Perdition! — Say,  what  vow,  rash  maid  ? 

Eleon.  A  fatal  vow  !  that  blasts  our  mutual  love _ 

Stuart.  Infernal  vipers  gnaw  thy  heart! — A  vow  ! _ 

A  vow  that  to  my  rival  gives  thee  up  ! 

Shall  he  then  trample  on  my  soul  at  last! — 

Mock  my  revenge,  and  laugh  at  my  despair ! 

Ha! — shall  he  rifle  all  thy  sweets  at  will. 

And  riot  in  the  transports  due  to  me  ? 

Th’  accursed  image  whirls  around  my  brain  ! 

He  pants  with  rapture  ! — Horror  to  my  soul! 

He  surfeits  on  delight  — 

Eleon.  O  gentle  Heav’n! 

Let  thy  soft  mercy  on  his  soul  descend 
In  dews  of  peace  ! — Why  roll  with  fiery  gleam 
Thy  starting  eye-balls ! — Why  on  thy  pale  cheek 
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Trembles  fell  rage  ! — and  why  sustains  thy  frame 
This  universal  shock  ? — Is  it,  alas  ! 

That  I  have  sworn,  I  never  will  be  thine  ? — 

True,  this  I  swore ! — 

Stuart.  Ha  ! — never  to  be  mine ! 

Th’  awaken’d  hurricane  begins  to  rage  ! — 

Be  witness,  Heav'n,  and  Earth,  and  Hell !  she  means 
To  glad  the  bosom  of  my  foe  ! — Come,  then, 

Infernal  vengeance  !  aid  me  to  perform 
A  deed  that  fiends  theniselves  will  weep  to  see  ! 

Thus,  let  me  blast  his  full-bloom’d - 

Enter  Dunbar,  who  interposes. 

SCENE  IV. 

DUNBAR,  STUART,  ELEONORA. 

Dun .  Ruffian,  hold 

Thy  desp’rate  hand! — What  fury  ’scap’d  from  hell. 
Inspires  thy  rage  to  wanton  in  the  blood 
Of  such  excelling  goodness  ? — 

Stuart.  Infamy, 

Like  mine,  deface  the  glories  of  thy  name  ! 

What  busy  demon  sent  thee  hither,  now, 

My  vengeance  to  defeat  ? — The  hour  is  come — • 

The  hour  is  come  at  last,  that  must  decide 
For  ever  our  pretensions  ! 

Dun.  Whatsoe’er 

Thy  hate  could  meditate  against  my  life 
My  nature  might  forgive  :  but  this  attempt 
Divests  my  soul  of  mercy — 

Stuart.  Guide  my  point, 

Ye  pow’rs  of  darkness,  to  my  rival’s  heart, 

Then  take  me  to  yourselves. 

Eleon.  Restrain — restrain 
Your  mutual  frenzy  ! — Horror ! — help — behold — • 
Behold  this  miserable  bosom! — plunge 
Your  poniards  here ;  and  in  its  fatal  source 
Your  enmity  assuage  ! — 

Stuart  falling.  It  will  not  be— 

Thy  fortune  hath  eclips’d  me,  and  the  shades 
Of  death  environ  me.  Yet,  what  is  death 
When  honour  brings  it,  but  th’  eternal  seal 


\_draws. 


[they fight. 


A  TRAGEDY. 


Of  glory,  never — never  to  be  broke  ! 

O  thou  hast  slain  me  in  a  dreadful  hour  ! 

My  vengeance  frustrated — my  prospect  curs’d 
With  thy  approaching  nuptials  !  and  my  soul 
Dismiss’d  in  all  her — Eleonora  ! — Oh  ! 

SCENE  V. 

DUNBAR,  ELEONORA. 

Dun.  Ah  !  wherefore  dost  thou  wring  thy  tender  hand 
In  woeful  attitude  ? — ah  !  wherefore  lift 
Thy  streaming  eyes  to  Heav’n  ;  while  the  deep  groan 
Dilates  thy  lab’ring  breast  ? 

Eleon.  This  is  too  much — 

This  is  too  much  to  bear — thou  hast  destroy’d 
My  last  remains  of  peace  ! 

Dim.  And  wras  thy  peace 
Deposited  in  him  ? — In  him  who  rais’d 
His  impious  hand  to  kill  thee  ! — Is  it  well 
To  mourn  his  fall,  and  thus  accuse  the  blow 
That  rescu’d  thee  from  death 5 

Eleonora.  I  blame  not  thee. 

No,  Heav’n  forbid  ! — I  blame  not  my  protector— 

Yet  thy  protection  has  undone  me  quite  ! 

And  I  will  mourn — for  ever  mourn  the  hour — 

Th’  ill-omen’d  hour,  that  on  thy  sword  conferr’d 
Such  terrible  success — How  pale  appear 
These  clay-cold  cheeks  where  grace  and  vigour  glow’d  ! 
O  dismal  spectacle  !  — How  humble  now 
Lies  that  ambition  that  was  late  so  proud  ! — 

Did  he  not  call  me  with  his  latest  breath  ! — 

He  would  have  said— but  cruel  fate  controul’d 

His  fault'ring  tongue  ! — He  would  have  said,  ‘  For  thee, 

*  For  thee,  false  maid,  I  perish  undeplor’d  !  ’ 

O  !  hadst  thou  known  how  obstinately  true 
My  heart  remain’d  to  thee,  when  thy  own  guilt. 

My  duty,  and  thy  rival’s  worth  conspir’d 
To  banish  thee  from  hence,  thy  parting  soul 
Would  have  acquitted — nay,  perhaps,  bewail’d 
My  persecuted  truth  ! 

Dunlar.  O  turn  thine  eyes 
From  the  sad  object ! — Turn  thy  melting  thoughts 
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From  the  disastrous  theme,  and  look  on  me — 

On  me  who  would  with  ecstacy  resign 
This  wretched  being,  to  be  thus  embalm’d 
With  Eleonora’s  tears  ! — Were  I  to  fall 
Thy  pitv  would  not  thus  lament  my  fate  ! 

Eleonora.  Thy  death  such  lamentation  would  not  move, 

More  envy’d  than  bemoan’d; — thy  memory 
Would  still  be  cherish’d;  and  thy  name  survive 
To  latest  ages,  in  immortal  bloom — 

Ah,  ’tis  not  so  with  him! — He  leaves  behind 
No  dear  remembrance  of  unsully’d  fame  ! 

No  monument  of  glory,  to  defy 

The  storms  of  time! — Nought  but  reproach  and  shame ! 

Nought,  but  perpetual  slander,  brooding  o’er 
His  reputation  lost ! — O  fearful  scene 
Of  dire  existence,  that  must  never  close  ! 

SCENE  VI. 

angus  entering,  eleonora,  du-nbar,  attendants. 

Angus.  What  sound  of  female  woe — Ha  !  Stuart  slain 
Alas!  I  fear  thou  art  the  fatal  cause  !  [to  Eleonora . 

Eleonora.  Too  well  my  father  has  divin’d  the  cause 
Of  their  unhappy  strife! — Wherefore,  ye  powers! 

Am  I  to  misery  deliver’d  up  ! 

What  kindred  crime,  alas !  am  I  decreed 
To  expiate,  that  misfortunes  fall  so  thick 
On  my  poor  head  ! 

Angus  to  Dunbar.  How  durst  your  lawless  rage 
Profane  this  sacred  place  with  private  brawl  ? 

Dunlar.  By  Heav’n  !  no  place,  how  much  soe’er  rever'd. 

Shall  screen  th’  assassin,  who,  like  him,  would  aim 
The  murd’rous  steel  at  Eleonora’s  breast ! 

Angus.  Ha  ! — were  his  aims  so  merciless  ? — Too  just 
The  vengeance  that  o’ertook  him  !  But  the  event 
With  this  unstable  juncture  ill  accords  ! 

Remove  the  body.  Thou  meanwhile  retire, 

Thy  presence  may  awake,  or  aggravate, 

The  rage  of  Athol.  [the  body  is  removed. 

Dunbar.  Therefore  I  obey. 

And  O  thou  lovely  mourner  !  who  now  droop’st 
Like  the  spread  rose  beneath  th’  inclement  shower, 
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When  next  we  meet,  I  hope  to  see  thee  bloom 
With  vernal  freshness,  and  again  unfold 

Thy  beauties  to  the  sun!  [exit  D  uni  an 

SCENE  VII. 

ANGUS,  ELEONORA. 

Angus.  Let  us,  my  child. 

Lament  with  steadiness,  those  ills  that  flow 
From  our  mishap  ;  yet  therefore  not  ascribe 
To  self-demerit,  impotently  griev’d. 

The  guilt  of  accident.  Thou  hast  enough 
Denoted  thy  concern — Let  me  not  think 
Thy  sorrow  hath  espous’d  a  traitor’s  cause. 

Eleonora.  Ah  !  what  avails  to  me,  the  hard-won  palm 
Of  fruitless  virtue  ? — Will  it  lull  to  rest 
Internal  anguish  ? — Will  it  yield  me  peace  ? 

Angus.  Thy  indiscreet  affliction  shall  not  plead 
Against  thee,  with  me,  now.  Remember  this. 

If  thou  art  weak  enough  to  harbour  still 
A  guilty  flame,  to  thy  assistance  call 
That  noble  pride  and  dignity  of  scorn, 

Which  warms,  exalts,  and  purifies,  the  soul — 

But  I  will  trust  thee  to  thyself.  Withdraw ; 

For  Athol  comes,  and  on  his  visage  low’rs 

A  storm  of  wrath.  [exit  Eleonora. 

SCENE  VIII. 

ANGUS,  ATHOL. 

Athol  Are  these  the  fair  effects 
Of  our  submission  ! — These,  the  promis’d  fruits 
Of  amity  restor’d  ! — To  violate 
The  laws  of  hospitality — To  guide 
The  midnight  murderer’s  inhuman  blow. 

And  sacrifice  your  guests  ! 

Angus.  That  Athol  mourns 
This  unforeseen  severity  of  fate, 

I  marvel  not.  My  own  paternal  sense 
Is  wak’d  by  sympathy ;  and  I  condole 
His  interesting  loss.  But  thus  to  tax 
Our  blameless-  faith  with  traiterous  design. 

Not  with  our  pure  integrity  conforms, 

Nor  with  thy  duty,  thane. 
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Athol.  Ha!  who  art  thou., 

That  I  should  bear  thy  censure  and  reproof? 

Not  protestation,  nor  th’  affected  air 
Of  sympathy  and  candour,  shall  amuse 
My  strong  conception,  nor  elude  the  cry 
Of  justice  and  revenge! 

*  Angus.  Had  justice  crav'd. 

With  rigid  voice,  the  debt  incurr'd  by  thee. 

How  had'st  thou  far'd?  Say,  what  hath  plac’d  thy  deed3 
Above  my  censure  ?  Let  this  day’s  event 
Proclaim  how  far  I  merit  thy  disdain. 

That  my  humanity  is  misconceiv’d. 

Not  much  alarms  my  wonder:  conscious  fraud 
Still  harbours  with  suspicion.  Let  me  tell  thee — 

The  fate  of  Stuart  was  supremely  just. 

Th’  untimely  stroke  his  savage  heart  prepar’d 
Against  the  guiltless  breast  of  Eleonora, 

Avenging  Heav’n  retorted  on  himself. 

Athol.  I  thought  where  all  thy  probity  would  end. 
Disguis’d  accomplice! — But,  remember,  lord. 

Should  this  blood-spotted  bravo  ’scape,  secure 
In  thy  protection,  or  th’  unjust  extent 
Of  regal  pow’r,  by  all  my  wrongs  !  I’ll  spread 
The  seeds  of  vengeance  o’er  th’  affrighted  land, 

And  blood  shall  answer  blood  ! 

Angus.  How  far  thy  threats 
Are  to  be  fear’d,  we  know. — But  see,  the  king ! 


SCENE  IX. 

KING,  ANGUS,  ATHOL. 

King.  Tell  me,  proud  thanes,  why  are  ye  found  oppos'd 
In  loud  revilings  ?  You  that  should  promote. 

By  fair  example,  unity  and  peace! 

Athol.  Have  I  not  cause  to  murmur  and  complain  ? 
Stuart,  the  latest  gift  and  dearest  pledge 
Of  love  fraternal,  sooth’d  my  bending  age : 

Him  hath  the  unrelenting  dagger  torn 
From  my  parental  arms ;  and  left,  alas ! 

This  sapless  trunk,  to  stretch  its  wither’d  boughs 
To  you  for  justice ! — Justice  then  I  crave. 


A  TRAGEDY. 


m 

King.  To  send  the  injur’d  unredress’d  away. 

How  great  soe’er  th’  offender,  or  the  wrong’d 
Howe’er  obscure,  is  wicked,  weak,  and  vile: 

Degrades,  defiles,  and  should  dethrone  a  king! 

Say  freely,  thane,  who  has  aggriev’d  thee  thus, 

And,  were  he  dear  as  her  who  shares  our  throne. 

Thou  shalt  have  ample  vengeance. 

Athol.  Then  I  charge 
The  son  of  March  with  perfidy  and  murder. 

Angus.  Were  I  with  mean  indifference  to  hear 
Th’  envenom’d  tongue  of  calumny  traduce 
Defenceless  worth,  1  should  but  ill  deserve 
Your  royal  confidence.  Dunbar  has  slain 
The  kinsman  of  this  thane  ;  yet  fell  he  not 
By  murder,  cowardice,  or  foul  design. 

The  sword  of  Stuart  was  already  drawn 
To  sacrifice  my  daughter,  when  Dunbar, 

By  Heav’n  directed  hither,  interpos’d. 

Redeem’d  the  trembling  victim,  and  repell’d 
His  rival’s  fury  on  his  hapless  head. 

Athol.  Must  I  refer  me  to  the  partial  voice 
Of  an  invet’rate  foe? — No,  I  reject 
The  tainted  evidence,  and  rather  claim 
The  combat  proof.  Enfeebled  are  my  limbs, 

With  age  that  creeps  along  my  nerves  unstrung: 

Yet  shall  the  justice  of  my  cause  recal 
My  youthful  vigour,  rouse  my  loit’ring  blood. 

Swell  every  sinew,  strengthen  ev’ry  limb. 

And  crown  me  with  success.  Behold  my  gage, 

I  wait  for  justice. 

King.  Justice  shalt  thou  have — 

Nor  shall  an  equitable  claim  depend 
On  such  precarious  issue.  Who  shall  guard 
The  weak  from  violence,  if  brutal  force 
May  vindicate  oppression  ?  Truth  alone 
Shall  rule  the  fair  decision,  and  thy  wrongs. 

If  thou  art  wrong’d,  in  my  unbiass’d  sway 
Shall  find  a  just  avenger. — Let  Dunbar 

Appear  when  urg’d,  and  answer  to  the  charge.  \_to  Angus . 

[ exeunt  King,  Angus. 
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SCENE  X. 

ATHOL,  GRIME. 

Athol.  Curse  on  the  smooth  dissembler! — Welcome,  Grime; 
My  soul  is  wrought  to  the  sublimest  rage 
Of  horrible  revenge  ! — If  aught  remain’d 
Of  cautious  scruple,  to  the  scatt’ring  winds 
I  give  the  phantom.  May  this  carcass  rot, 

A  loathsome  banquet  to  the  fowls  of  heav’n, 

If  ere  my  breast  admit  one  thought  to  bound 
The  progress  of  my  hate  ! 

Grime.  What  means  my  prince  ? 

Athol.  Th’  unhappy  youth  is  slain ! 

Grime.  Ha! — Hell  be  prais’d —  [ajj. 

He  was  a  peevish  stripling,  prone  to  change. 

Vain  in  condolence.  Let  our  swords  be  swift 
To  sate  his  hov'ring  shade.  I  have  conferr’d 
With  trusty  Cattan,  our  design  explain’d. 

And  his  full  aid  secur’d.  To-night  he  rules 
The  middle  watch.  The  clans  already  move 
In  silence  o'er  the  plain. 

Athol.  Come,  then,  ye  powers 
That  dwell  with  night,  and  patronize  revenge ! 

Attend  our  invocation,  and  confirm 

Th’  exterminating  blow! — My  boughs  are  lopp’d. 

But  they  will  sprout  again :  my  vig’rous  trunk 
Shall  flourish  from  the  wound  my  foes  have  made. 

And  yet  again  project  an  awful  shade. 


ACT  V. 

SCENE  I. 

KIN G,  6.UEEN,  DUNBAR. 

Queen.  O  !  this  was  more  than  the  ill-sorted  train 
Of  undetermin’d  fancy — This  convey’d 
No  loose  imperfect  images:  but  all 
Was  dreadfully  distinct!  as  if  the  hand 
Of  fate  had  wrought  it.  Profit  by  those  signs — 
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Your  guardian  angel  dictates.  O,  my  prince! 

Let  not  your  blind  security  disgrace 
The  merit  of  your  prudence. 

King.  No,  my  queen. 

Let  us  avoid  the  opposite  extremes 
Of  negligence  supine,  and  prostrate  fear. 

Already  hath  our  vigilance  perform’d 
What  caution  justifies:  and  for  thy  dream; 

As  such  consider  it — The  vain  effect 
Of  an  imagination  long  disturb’d. 

Life,  with  substantial  ills,  enough  is  curs’d  : 

Why  should  we  then,  with  frantic  zeal,  pursue 
Unreal  care ;  and  with  illusive  form. 

Which  our  own  teeming  brain  produc’d,  affright 
Our  reason  from  her  throne  ? 

Queen.  In  all  your  course 
Of  youthful  glory,  when  the  guiding  hand 
Of  warlike  Henry  led  you  to  the  field ; 

When  my  soul  suffer’d  the  successive  pangs 
Of  fond  impatience  and  repressive  fear; 

When  ev’ry  reeking  messenger  from  France, 
Wreath’d  a  new  garland  for  Albania’s  prince, 
And  shook  my  bosom  with  the  dreadful  tale 
That  spoke  your  praise;  say,  did  my  weak  despair 
Recal  you  from  the  race  ?  Did  not  my  heart 
Espouse  your  fame,  and  patiently  await 
The  end  of  your  career  ? — O !  by  the  joys 
I  felt  at  your  return,  when  smiling  love 
Secure,  with  rapture  reign’d — O !  by  these  tears, 
Which  seldom  plead;  indulge  my  boding  soul 
Arouse  your  conqu’ring  troops ;  let  Angus  guard 
The  convent  with  a  chosen  band. .  The  soul 
Of  treason  is  abroad! 

King.  Ye  ruling  pow’rs! 

Let  me  not  wield  the  sceptre  of  this  realm, 
When  my  degen’rate  breast  becomes  the  haunt 
Of  haggard  fear.  O !  what  a  w  retch  is  he,  . 
Whose  fev’rish  life,  devoted  to  the  gloom 
Of  superstition,  feels  th’  incessant  throb 
Of  ghastly  panic!  In  whose  started  ear 
The  knell  still  deepens,  and  the  raven  croaks! 
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Queen.  Vain  be  my  terrors,  my  presages  vain — - 
X  et  with  my  fond  anxiety  comply, 

And  my  repose  restore !  Not  for  myself, 

Not  to  prolong  the  season  of  my  life. 

Am  I  thus  suppliant!  Ah  no!  for  you. 

For  you  whose  being  gladdens  and  protects 

A  grateful  people — You,  whose  parent  boughs 

Defend  your  tender  offspring  from  the  blasts 

Ihat  soon  would  tear  them  up!  For  you,  the  source 

Of  all  our  happiness  and  peace,  I  fear!  [ kneels . 

King.  Arise,  my  queen — O!  thou  art  all  compos’d 
Of  melting  piety  and  tender  love  ! 

Thou  shalt  be  satisfied. — Is  ev’ry  guard 
iBy  Angus  visited  ? 

Dunbar.  Ev’n  now,  my  liege, 

V  ith  Ramsay  and  his  troop,  he  scours  the  plain. 

King.  Still  watchful  o’er  his  charge. — The  lib’ral  hand 
Of  bounty  will  have  nothing  to  bestow, 

Fire  Angus  cease  to  merit !— Say,  Dunbar, 

Who  rules  the  nightly  watch  ? 

Dunbar.  ToCattan’s  care 
The  city  guard  is  subject. 

King.  I  have  mark’d 

Much  valour  in  him.  Hie  thee  to  him,  youth, 

And  bid  him  with  a  chosen  few  surround 
The  cloisters  of  the  convent ;  and  remain 

Till  morn  full  streaming  shall  relieve  his'  watch.  [exit  Dunbar. 
Thus  shall  repose,  with  glad  assurance,  waft 

Its  balmy  blessing  to  thy  troubled  breast.  [exeunt. 

SCENE  Ii. 

GRIME,  CATTAN. 

Grime.  Thus  far,  brave  Cattan,  fortune  seems  inclin’d 
To  recompence  us  for  the  day’s  disgrace. 

Our  band,  conceal’d  within  the  cloisters,  wait 
With  eagerness  and  joy  th’  auspicious  hour. 

To  perpetrate  the  deed.  It  now  remains 
To  regulate  our  conduct,  and  to  each 
His  share  of  this  great  enterprise  assign. 

If  Angus  lives,  in  vain  our  arms  devote 
The  usurper  and  his  progeny  to  death  . 
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His  power  and  principles  will  still  supply 
Fresh  obstacles,  which  all  our  future  efforts 
Can  ne’er  surmount. 

Cat.  Then  let  our  swords  prevent 
All  further  opposition,  and  at  once 
Dismiss  him  to  the  shades. 

Grime.  Thine  be  the  task — 

I  know  with  what  just  indignation  burns 
Thy  gen’rous  hate,  against  the  partial  thane. 

Who,  to  thine  age  and  services,  preferr’d 
A  raw  unpractis’d  stripling. 

Cat.  Ha! — no  more. 

The  bare  remembrance  tortures  me! — O  Grime ! 

How  will  my  soul  his  mortal  groans  enjoy  ! 

Grime.  While  we  within  perform  th’  intrepid  blow. 
To  his  apartment  thou  shalt  move  alone; 

Nor  will  pretence  be  wanting:  say,  thou  bring’st 
Intelligence  important,  that  demands 
His  instant  ear  : — then  shalt  thou  find  thy  foe 
Unarm’d  and  unattended.  Need  my  tongue 
Instruct  thee  further?  N 

Cat.  No,  let  my  revenge 
Suggest  what  follows — By  the  pow’rs  of  hell ! 

I  will  be  drunk  with  vengeance  ! 

Grime.  To  thy  guard 

Meanwhile  repair,  and  watch  till  he  returns 
With  Ramsay  from  the  plain.  But  see!  they  come. 

We  must  avoid  them,  and  retire  unseen. 

scene  nr. — An  apartment. 

ANGUS,  RAMSAY. 

Angus.  By  Heav’n  it  much  alarms  me  ! — Wide  o’er  all 
The  dusky  plain,  by  the  fires  half  extinct, 

Are  seen  the  soldiers,  roll’d  in  heaps  confus’d, 

The  slaves  of  brutal  appetite. — Save  those 
Beneath  thy  discipline,  scarce  one  remains 
From  the  contagion  free. 

Ramsay.  When  we  return’d 
Fatigu’d  from  battde,  numbers  brought,  unask’d, 
Refreshments  for  the  wounded  from  the  town  -. 
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Thence  the  temptation  spread  from  rank  to  rank. 

And  few  resisted. 

Angus.  But  that  I  consult 
My  king’s  tranquillity,  and  would  not  wake 
Th’  affrighted  citizens  with  an  alarm, 

An  hundred  trumpets  should  this  instant  raise 
Their  brazen  throats  together,  and  arouse 
Th’  extended  sluggards.  Go,  my  valiant  friend, 

And  with  thy  uninfected  troop  attend 

To  ev’ry  motion  of  th’  uncertain  night.  [exit  Ramsay. 

SCENE  IV. 

Now  the  loud  tempest  of  the  toilful  day 

Subsides  into  a  calm ,  and  yet  my  soul 

Still  labours  through  the  storm  ! — By  day  or  night, 

In  florid  youth,  or  mellow  age,  scarce  fleets 
One  hour  without  its  care  ! — Not  sleep  itself 
Is  ever  balmy  j  for  the  shadowy  dream 
Oft  bears  substantial  woe  ! 

SCENE  V. 

ANGUS,  CATTAN. 

Caftan.  My  noble  lord, 

Within  the  portal  as  I  kept  my  watch. 

Swift  gliding  shadows,  by  the  glimmering  moon, 

I  could  perceive  in  forms  of  armed  men, 

Possess  the  space  that  borders  on  the  porch. — 

I  question’d  thrice  ;  they  yielded  no  reply  : 

And  now  the  soldiers,  rang’d  in  close  array. 

Wait  your  command.  - 

Angus.  Quick  lead  roe  to  the  place — 

Foul  treason  is  at  work  ? — 

Caftan.  It  were  not  good 
To  venture  forth  unarm’d  : — Courageous  thane, 
lleceive  this  dagger.  [ attempts  to  stab  Angus,  who  wrests  the 

dagger  from  him,  and  kills  him . 
Angus.  Ha,  perfidious  slave  ! 

What  means  this  base  attempt  ? — Thou  shalt  not  ’scape. 

Cattan.  Curse  on  my  feeble  arm  that  fail’d  to  strike 
The  poniard  to  thy  heart ! — How  like  a  dog 
1  tamely  fall  despis’d  ! 
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Angus.  Fell  ruffian  !  say 
Who  set  tliee  on  ? — This  treachery,  I  fear. 

Is  but  the  prelude  to  some  dreadful  scene  ! — 

Cattan.  Just  are  thy  terrors. — By  the  infernal  gulf 
That  opens  to  receive  me  !  I  would  plunge 
Into  the  abyss  with  joy,  could  the  success 

Of  Athol  feast  my  sense  1  [a  noise  of  clashing  swords ,  and  shrieks. 
— Ha  ! — now  the  sword 

Of  slaughter  smokes  ! — Th’  exulting  thane  surveys 
Th’  imperial  scene  ;  while  grimly  smiling  Grime, 

With  purple  honours  deck’d — 

Angus.  Tremendous  powers ! 

Cattan.  O’er  the  fall’n  tyrant  strides —  [aies. 

Angus.  Heav’n  shield  us  all ! 

Amazing  horror  chills  me  ! — Ha,  Dunbar  ! 

Then  treason  triumphs  ! — O  my  son  !  my  son  ! 


SCENE  VI. 

ANGUS,  DUNBAR  WOUllded. 

Dunbar.  I  sought  thee,  noble  thane,  while  yet  my  limbs 
Obey  their  lord. — I  sought  thee,  to  unfold 
My  zealous  soul,  ere  yet  she  takes  her  flight — 

Stretch’d  on  the  ground,  these  eyes  beheld  the  king 
Transfix’d  a  lifeless  corse  !  and  saw  this  arm 
Too  late  to  save — too  feeble  to  avenge  him  ! — 

Angus.  Weep,  Caledonia,  weep  ! — thy  peace  is  slain— 
Thy  father  and  thy  king  ! — O  !  this  event. 

Like  a  vast  mountain,  loads  my  stagg’ring  soul. 

And  crushes  all  her  pow’rs ! — But  say,  my  friend. 

If  yet  thy  strength  permits,  how  this  befel. 

Dun.  A  band  of  rebels,  glean'd  from  the  defeat 
By  Athol,  lurk’d  behind  th’  adjacent  hills  : 

These,  faithless  Cattan,  favour’d  by  the  night. 

Admitted  to  the  city,  join’d  their  power 
With  his  corrupted  guard,  and  hither  led  them 
Unmark’d,  where  soon  they  enter'd  unoppos’d. — • 

Alarm’d,  I  strove — but  strove,  alas  !  in  vain, 

To  the  sad  scene  ere  I  could  force  my  way, 

Our  monarch  was  no  more  !  Around  him  lay 
An  heap  of  traitors,  whom  his  single  arm 
Had  slain  before  he  fell — Th’  unhappy  queen. 
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Who,  to  defend  her  consort’s,  had  oppos’d 
Her  own  defenceless  frame,  expiring,  pour’d 
Her  mingling  blood  in  copious  stream  with  his  ! 

Angus.  Illustrious  victims  ! — O  disastrous  fate  ! 

Unfeeling  monsters  !  execrable  fiends  ! 

To  wanton  thus  in  royal  blood  ! 

Dun.  O  thane  ! 

How  shall  I  speak  the  sequel  of  my  tale  l 
How  will  thy  fond  parental  heart  be  rent 
With  mortal  anguish,  when  my  tongue  relates 
The  fate  of  Eleonora! 

Angus,  Ha  ! — my  fears 
Anticipate  thy  words  ! — O  say,  Dunbar, 

How  fares  my  child  ! 

Dun.  The  shades  of  endless  night 
Now  settle  o’er  her  eyes  ! — herioc  maid  ! 

She  to  th’  assaulted  threshhold  bravely  ran. 

And,  with  her  snowy  arms,  supply’d  a  bolt 
To  bar  their  entrance  : — but  the  barb’rous  crew 
V.roke  in  impetuous,  crush’d  her  slender  limb. 

When  Grime,  his  dagger  brandishing,  exclaim'd. 

Behold  the  sorc’ress,  whose  accursed  charms 
Betray’d  the  youth,  and  whose  invet’rate  sire 
’This  day  revers'd  our  fortune  in  the  field  !  — 

This  for  revenge  ! — then  plung’d  it  in  her  breast  ! 

Angus.  Infernal  homicide  ! 

Dun.  There — there,  I  own, 

He  vanquish’d  me  indeed  ! — What  though  I  rush’d 
Through  many  a  wound,  and  in  th’  assassin’s  heart 
Imbru’d  my  faithful  steel. — But  see,  where  comes, 

By  her  attendants  led,  the  bleeding  fair  ! 

SCENE  VII. 

angus,  dunbar,  eleonora  wounded,  and  supported. 

Eicon.  Here  set  me  down — vain  is  your  kind  concern. 

Ah  !  who  with  parent  tenderness  will  bless 
My  parting  soul,  and  close  my  beamless  eyes  ! 

Ah  !  who  defend  me,  and' with  pious  care 

To  the  cold  grave  commit  my  pale  remains!  [ [swoons . 

Angus.  O  misery! — lookup — thy  father  calls — ■  [embracing  her. 
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ELeon.  What  angel  borrows  that  paternal  voice  ! 

Ha  !  lives  my  father  ! — Ye  propitious  powers  ! 

He  folds  me  in  his  arms— Yes,  he  survives 
The  havoc  of  this  night ! — O  let  me  now 
Yield  up  my  fervent  soul  with  raptur’d  praise  ! 

For  Angus  lives  t’  avenge  his  murder’d  prince. 

To  save  his  country,  and  protract  his  blaze 
Of  glory  farther  still  ! 

Angus.  And  is  it  thus 

The  melting  parent  clasps  his  darling  child  ! 

My  heart  is  torn  with  agonizing  pangs 
Of  complicated  woe ! 

Dun.  The  public  craves 
Immediate  aid  from  thee. — But  I  wax  weak. — 

Our  infant  king,  surrounded  in  the  fort. 

Demands  thy  present  help. — 

Angus.  Yes,  loyal  youth. 

Thy  glorious  wounds  instruct  me  what  I  owe 
To  my  young  sov’reign,  and  my  country’s  peace  ! 

But  how  shall  I  sustain  the  rav’nous  tribe 
Of  various  griefs,  that  gnaw  me  all  at  once  ? 

My  royal  master  falls,  my  country  groans. 

And  cruel  fate  has  ravish’d  from  my  side 
My  dearest  daughter,  and  my  best-lov’d  friend  ! 

Dun.  Thy  praise  shall  be  thy  daughter  ;  and  thy  friend 
Survive  unchang’d  in  ev’ry  honest  breast. 

Angus.  Must  we  then  part  for  ever  ! — What  a  plan 
Of  peaceful  happiness  my  hope  had  laid 
In  thee  and  her  ! — alas !  thou  fading  flower. 

How  fast  thy  sweets  consume  ! — come  to  my  arms. 

That  I  may  taste  them  ere  they  fleet  away  !  [endracing\her. 

O  exquisite  distress ! 

Ehon.  For  me,  my  father, 

For  me  let  not  the  bootless  tear  distil. — 

Soon  shall  I  be  with  those  who  rest  secure 
From  all  th’  inclemencies  of  stormy  life. 

Angus.  Adieu,  my  children  ! — never  shall  I  hear 
Thy  cheering  voice  again  ! — a  long  farewel !  [ exit  Angus. 

SCENE  VIII. 

DUNBAR,  ELEONORA. 

Dun.  Soon  shall  our  short’ned  race  of  life  be  run. — ■ 

Our  day  already  hastens  to  its  close ! 
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And  night  eternal  comes. — Yet,  though  I  touch 
The  land  of  peace,  and  backward  view,  well  pleas’d. 
The  tossing  wave  from  which  I  shall  be  free, 

No  rest  will  greet  me  on  the  silent  shore, 

If  Eleonora  sends  me  hence  unbless’d, 

Eleon.  Distemper’d  passion,  when  we  parted  last. 
Usurp’d  my  troubled  bosom,  and  Dunbar 
With  horror  was  beheld:  but  reason  now 
With  genial  mildness  beams  upon  my  soul. 

And  represents  thee  justly,  as  thou  art. 

The  tend’rest  lover,  and  the  gentlest  friend. 

Dun.  O  transport,  to  my  breast  unknown  before ! 
Not  the  soft  breeze,  upon  its  fragrant  wings. 

Wafts  such  refreshing  gladness  to  the  heart 
Of  panting  pilgrims,  as  thy  balmy  words 
To  my  exhausted  spirits  ! — but,  alas ! 

Thy  purple  stream  of  lite  forsakes  apace 
Its  precious  channels  ! — on  thy  polish’d  cheek 
The  blowing  roses  fade  ;  and  o’er  thine  eyes 
eath  sheds  a  misty  languor ! 

Eleon.  Let  me  lean 

Upon  thy  friendly  arm — Yet,  O  retire  I 
That  guilty  arm  ! — Say,  did  it  ne’er  rebel 
Against  my  peace  ? — But  let  me  not  revolve 
Those  sorrows  now. — Were  Heav’n  again  to  raise 
That  once  lov’d  head  that  lies,  alas  !  so  low  I 
And  from  the  verge  of  death  my  life  recal. 

What  joy  could  visit  my  forlorn  estate. 

Self-  doom’d  to  hopeless  woe  ! 

Dun.  Must  I  then  wander, 
.A  pensive  shade,  along  the  dreary  vale, 

And  groan  for  ever  under  thy  reproach  ! 

Eleon.  Ah,  no  !  thou  faithful  youth,  shall  I  repay 
Thy  love  and  virtue  with  ungrateful  hate? 

These  wounds  that  waste  so  lavishly  thy  life. 

Were  they  not  all  received  in  my  defence  ? 

May  no  repose  embrace  me  in  the  tomb, 

If  my  soul  mourns  not  thy  untimely  fall 
With  sister  woe  ! — Thy  passion  has  not  reap’d 
The  sweet  returns  its  purity  deserv’d. 

Dun.  A  while  forbear,  pale  minister  of  fate. 
Forbear  a  while  3  and  on  my  ravish’d  ear 
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Let  the  last  music  of  this  dying  swan  ^ 

Steal  in  soft  blandishment,  divinely  sweet ! 

Then  strike  th’  unerring  blow. - 

Eleon.  That  thus  our  hopes. 

Which  blossom’d  num’rous  as  the  flow’ry  spring. 

Are  nipp’d  untimely,  ere  the  sun  of  joy 
Matur’d  them  into  fruit,  repine  not,  youth. — 

Life  hath  its  various  seasons,  as  the  year  ; 

And  after  clust’ring  autumn — but  I  faint — 

Support  me  nearer — in  rich  harvest’s  rear 
Bleak  winter  must  have  lagg’d. — Oh  !  now  I  feel 
The  leaden  hand  of  death  lie  heavy  on  me. — 

Thine  image  swims  before  my  straining  eye. — 

And  now  it  disappears. — Speak — bid  adieu 
To  the  lost  Eleonora. — Not  a  word  ! — 

Not  one  farewel ! — Alas  1  that  dismal  groan 
Is  eloquent  distress! — Celestial  powers 

Protect  my  father,  show’r  upon  his - Oh  !  [dies. 

Dun.  There  fled  the  purest  soul  that  ever  dwelt 
In  mortal  clay  ! — I  come,  my  love  !  I  come — • 

Where  now  the  rosy  tincture  of  these  lips  ! 

The  smile  that  grace  ineffable  diffus’d  ! 

The  glance  that  smote  the  soul  with  silent  wonder ! 

The  voice  that  sooth’d  the  anguish  of  disease. 

And  held  attention  captive  ! — Let  me  kiss 
This  pale  deserted  temple  of  my  joy  ! 

This,  chastity,  this,  thy  unspotted  shade 
Will  not  refuse. — I  feel  the  grisly  king — 

Through  all  my  veins  he  shivers  like  the  north — 

O  Eleonora  !  as  my  flowing  blood 

Is  mix’d  with  thine — So  may  our  mingling  souls 

To  bless  supernal  wing  our  happy - Oh  !  [die?. 

SCENE  THE  LAST. 

angus,  kamsay,  athol,  &c.  Prisoners. 

Angus ,  Bright  deeds  of  glory  hath  thine  arm  achiev’d. 
Courageous  Ramsay  ;  and  thy  name  shall  live 
For  ever  in  the  annals  of  renown. 

— But  see,  where  silent  as  the  moon  of  night 
These  lovers  lie  :  rest — rest  ill-fated  pair  ! 

Your  dear  remembrance  shall  for  ever  dwell 
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Within  the  breast  of  Angus ;  and  his  love 
Oft  with  paternal  tears  bedew  your  tomb  ! 

Ravisay.  O  fatal  scene  of  innocence  destroy’d. 

Angus  to  Athol .  O  bloody  author  of  this  night’s  mishap  ? 
Whose  impious  hands  are  with  the  sacred  blood 
Of  majesty  distain’d  ! — Contemplate  here 
The  havoc  of  thy  crimes  !  and  then  bethink  thee. 

What  vengeance  craves. 

Athol.  With  insolence  of  speech 
How  dares  thy  tongue  licentious,  thus  insult 
Thy  sov’reign,  Angus  ? — Madly  hath  thy  zeal 
Espous’d  a  sinking  cause.  Eut  thou  may’st  still 
Deserve  my  future  favour. 

Ang.  O  thou  stain 
Of  fair  nobility  ! — Thou  bane  of  faith ! 

Thou  woman- killing  coward,  who  hast  crept 
To  the  unguarded  throne,  and  stabb’d  thy  prince  ! 

What  hath  thy  treason,  blasted  as  it  is, 

To  bribe  the  soul  of  Angus  to  thy  views  ? 

Athol.  Soon  shalt  thou  rue  th’  indignity  now  thrown 
On  me  thy  lawful  prince.  Yes,  talking  lord, 

The  day  will  soon  appear,  when  I  shall  rise 
Jn  majesty  and  terror,  to  assert 
My  country’s  freedom :  and  at  last  avenge 
My  own  peculiar  wrongs.  When  thou,  and  all 
Those  grov’ling  sycophants,  who  bow’d  the  knee 
To  the  usurper’s  arbitrary  sway, 

Will  fawn  on  me.  Ye  temporizing  slaves  1 

Unchain  your  king ;  and  teach  your  humble  mouths 

To  kiss  the  dust  beneath  my  royal  feet.  [h>  the  guard. 

Angus.  The  day  will  soon  appear  ! — Day  shall  not  thrice 
Return,  before  thy  carcass  be  cast  forth, 

Unbury’d,  to  the  dogs  and  beasts  of  prey. 

Or,  high-exalted,  putrify  in  air, 

The  monument  of  treason. 

Athol.  Empty  threat. 

Fate  hath  foretold  that  Athol  shall  be  crown’d. 

Athol.  rl  hen  hell  hath  cheated  thee.  Thou  shalt  be  crown’d — » 
An  iron  crown,  intensely  hot,  shall  gird 
Thy  hoary  temples  ;  while  the  shouting  crowd 
Acclaims  thee  king  of  traitors. 
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Athol.  Lakes  of  fire  ! — 

Ha  !  saidst  thou,  lord  ! —  a  glowing  iron  crown 
Shall  gird  my  hoary  temples ! — Now  I  feel 
Myself  awake  to  misery  and  shame  ! 

Ye  sceptres,  diadems,  and  rolling  trains 

Of  flatt’ring  pomp,  farewel ! — Curse  on  those  dreams 

Of  idle  superstition,  that  ensnare 

Th’  ambitious  soul  to  wickedness  and  woe  ! 

Curse  on  thy  virtue,  which  hath  overthrown 
My  elevated  hopes !  and  may  despair 
Descend  in  pestilence  on  all  mankind  ! 

Angus .  Thy  curse  just  heav’n  retorts  upon  thyself ! 

To  separate  dungeons  lead  the  regicides. 

[exit  guard  with  the  prisoners , 
From  thrist  of  rule  what  dire  disasters  flow  ! 

How  flames  that  guilt  ambition  taught  to  glow  ! 

Wish  gains  on  wish,  desire  surmounts  desire 
Hope  fans  the  blaze,  and  envy  feeds  the  fire  : 

From  crime  to  crime  aspires  the  madd’ning  soul  j 
Nor  laws,  nor  oaths,  nor  fears,  its  rage  controul ; 

Till  Heav’n  at  length  awakes,  supremely  j  ust. 

And  levels  all  its  tow’ring  schemes  in  dust  I 
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OR, 

THE  TARS  OF  OLD  ENGLAND. 

A  COMEDY  OF  TWO  ACTS. 

First  performed  at  the  theatre  royal  in  drury  lane, 

in  1757. 
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PERSONS  REPRESENTED. 

tleartly,  a  young  gentleman  of  Dorsetshire,  in  tove  with  Harriet. 
Brush,  his  servant. 

Champignon,  commander  of  a  French  frigate. 

Oclabber,  an  Irish  lieutenant  in  the  French  service. 

Maclaymore,  a  Scotch  ensign  in  the  French  service. 

Lyon,  lieutenant  of  an  English  man  of  war. 

Haulyard,  a  midshipman. 

Block,  a  sailor. 

Harriet,  a  young  lady  of  Dorsetshire,  betrothed  to  Hearlly. 
Soldiers,  Sailors,  life. 

Scene— on  board  a  French  ship  lying  at  anchor  on  the  coast  of 

Normandy. 
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PROLOGUE. 

An  ancient  sage,  when  death  approach'd  Ills  bed'/ 
Consign’d  to  Pluto  his  devoted  head ; 

And,  that  no  fiend  might  hiss,  or  prove  uncivil. 

With  vows  and  pray’rs  he  fairly  brib’d  the  devil  j 
Yet  neither  vows  nor  prayers,  nor  rich  oblation. 

Could  always  save  the  sinner — from  damnation. 

Thus  authors,  tottering  on  the  brink  of  fate. 

The  critic’s  rage  with  prologues  deprecate ; 

Yet  oft  the  trembling  bard  implores  in  vain. 

The  wit  profess'd  turns  out  a  dunce  in  grain : 

No  plea  can  then  avert  the  dreadful  sentence. 

He  must  be  damn’d — in  spite  of  all  repentance. 

Here  justice  seems  from  her  straight  line  to  vary. 

No  guilt  attends  a  fact  involuntary  ; 

This  maxim  the  whole  cruel  charge  destroys, 

No  poet  sure  was  ever  dull — by  choice. 

So  pleads  our  culprit  in  his  own  defence. 

You  cannot  plead  his  dulness  is — prepense. 

He  means  to  please — he  owns  no  other  view ; 

And  now  presents  you  with — a  sea  ragout. 

A  dish — howe’er  you  relish  his  endeavours, 

Replete  with  a- variety  of  flavours: 

A  stout  Hibernian,  and  ferocious  Scot, 

Together  boil  in  our  enchanted  pot ; 

To  taint  these  viands  with  the  true  fumet. 

He  shreds  a  musty,  vain,  French — martinet! 

This  stale  ingredient  might  our  porridge  mar 
Without  6ome  acid  juice  of  English  tar. 

To  rouse  the  appetite  the  drum  shall  rattle, 

And  the  desert  shall  be  a  bloodless  battle. 

What  heart  will  fail  to  glow,  what  eye  to  brighten. 
When  Britain’s  wrath  arous’d  begins  to  lighten! 

Her  thunders  roll — her  fearless  sons  advance. 

And  her  red  ensigns  wave  o’er  the  pale  flowers  of  France./ 
Such  game  our  father's  play’d  in  days  of  yore. 

When  Edward’s  banners  fann’d  the  Gallic  shore  ; 

When  Howard’s  arm  Eliza’s  vengeance  hurl’d. 

And  Drake  diffus’d  her  fame  around  the  world ; 

Still  shall  that  godlike  flame  your  bosom  fire, 

The  gen’rous  son  shall  emulate  the  sire  : 

Her  ancient  splendour  England  shall  maintain. 

O’er  distant  realms  extend  her  genial  reign. 

And  rise — th’  unrivall’d  empress  of  the  main. 
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SCENE  I. 

HEARTLY,  BRUSH. 

Brush.  W ell,  if  this  be  taking  diversion  on  the  water,  God  send 
me  safe  on  English  ground  !  and  if  ever  I  come  in  sight  of  the  sea 
again,  may  a  wat’ry  grave  be  my  portion :  first,  to  be  terrified  with 
the  thoughts  of  drowning:  secondly,  to  be  tossed  and  tumbled 
about  like  a  football:  thirdly,  to  be  drench’d  with  sea  water: 
fourthly,  to  be  stunk  to  death  with  pitch  and  tar,  and  the  savoury 
scent  of  my  fellow  sufferers  :  fifthly,  to  be  racked  with  perpetual 
puking,  till  my  guts  are  turned  inside  out :  and,  sixthly  and  lastly, 
to  be  taken  prisoner  and  plundered  by  the  French. 

Heartly.  Enough - enough - 

Brush.  Enough ! — aye,  and  to  spare — I  wish  I  could  give  part 
to  those  who  envy  my  good  fortune  :  but  how  will  the  good  Lady 
Bloomwell  moralize  when  she  finds  her  daughter  Miss  Harriet  is 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Monsieur  de  Champignon ! 

Heartly.  No  more — that  reflection  alarms  me ! — yet  I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fear — as  there  is  no  •Cvar  declared,  we  shall  soon  be  releas¬ 
ed;  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  French  will  treat  us  with  their  usual 
politeness. 

Brush.  Pox  on  their  politeness !  ah,  master!  commend  me  to 
the  blunt  sincerity  of  the  true  surly  British  mastiff :  the  rascallion 
that  took  my  purse,  bowed  so  low,  and  paid  me  so  many  compli¬ 
ments,  that  I  ventured  to  argue  the  matter,  in  hopes  of  convincing 
him  he  was  in  the  wrong;  but  he  soon  stopped  my  mouth  with  a 
vengeance,  by  clapping  a  cocked  pistol  to  my  ear,  and  telling  me  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  blow  my  brains  out:  another  of  those 
polite  gentlemen  begged  leave  to  exchange  hats  with  me:  a  third 
fell  in  love  with  my  silver  shoe-buckles :  nay,  that  very  individual 
nice  buttock  of  beef,  which  I  had  just  begun  to  survey  with  looks 
of  desire,  after  the  dismal  evacuation  I  had  undergone,  was  ravished 
from  my  sight  by  two  famished  French  wolves,  who  beheld  it  with 
equal  joy  and  astonishment. 

Heartly.  I  must  confess  they  plundered  us  with  great  dexterity 
and  dispatch;  and  even  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  the  commander, 
did  not  keep  his  hands  clear  of  the  pillage,  an  instance  of  rapacious¬ 
ness  I  did  not  expect  to  meet  with  in  a  gentleman  and  an  officer. 
Sure  he  will  behave  as  such  to  Harriet  ! 
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Brush.  Faith!  not  to  flatter  you,  sir,  I  take  him  to  be  one  of 
those  fellows  who  owe  their  good  fortune  to  nothing  less  than  thei* 
good  works :  he  first  rifle^  your  mistress,  and  then  made  love  to  her 
with  great  gallantry;  but  you  was  in  the  right  to  call  yourself  her 
brother;  if  he  knew  you  were  his  rival,  you  might  pass  your  time 
very  disagreeably. 

Heartly.  There  are  two  officers  on  board,  who  seem  to  disap¬ 
prove  of  his  conduct;  they  would  not  be  concerned  in  robbing  us, 
nor  would  they  suffer  their  soldiers  to  take  any  share  of  the  prey, 
but  condoled  Harriet  and  me  on  our  misfortune,  with  marks  of  real 
concern. 

Brush .  You  mean  Lieutenant  Oclabber  and  Easign  Maclaymore, 
a  couple  of  damned  renegadoes! — you  lean  upon  a  broken  reed,  if 
you  trust  to  their  compassion. 

Heartly.  Oclabber  I  knew  at  Paris,  when  I  travelled  with  my 
brother,  and  he  then  bore  the  character  of  an  honest  man  and  a 
brave  officer  ;  the  other  is  an  Highlander,  excluded,  I  suppose,  from 
his  own  country  on  account  of  the  late  rebellion;  for  that  reason, 
perhaps,  more  apt  to  pity  the  distressed.  I  see  them  walking  this 
way  in  close  conference — While.  I  go  down  to  the  cabin  to  visit  my 
dear  Harriet,  you  may  lounge  about  and  endeavour  to  overhear 
their  conversation. .  \exeurd. 

SCENE  II. 

OCLABBER,  MACLAYMOKE. 

Orlabler.  Arrah,  for  what ! — I  don’t  value  Monsieur  de  Cham¬ 
pignon  a  rotten  potatoe;  and  when  the  ship  goes  ashore,  I  will  be 
after  asking  him  a  sliivel  question,  as  I  told  him  to  his  face,  when 
he  turned  his  back  upon  me  in  the  cabin. 

Maclaymore.  Weel,  weel,  maister  Oclabber,  I  wonna  tak  upon 
me  to  say  a’together  ye’er  in  the  wrang;  but  ye  ken  ther’s  a  time 
for  a’  things  ;  and  we  man  gang  hooly  and  fairly,  while  we’re  under 
command. 

Oclabber.  You  may  talk  as  you  plaise,  Mr.  Maclaymore — you’re 
a  man  of  learning,  honey.  Indeed,  indeed  I  am  always  happy  when 
you  are  spaiking,  whether  I  am  asleep  or  awake,  a  gra.  But,  by 
my  shoul,  I  will  maintain,  after  the  breath  is  out  of  my  body,  that 
the  English  pleasure  boat  had  no  right  to  be  taken  before  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war  ;  much  more  the  prisoners  to  be  plundered,  which 
you  know  is  the  prerogative  of  pirates  and  privateers. 


A  COMEDY. 


459 


Maclaymore.  To  be  sure,  the  law  of  nations  does  na  prescind  that 
privilege  in  actual  war :  for  ye  ken,  in  ancient  times,  the  victor 
teuk  the  spolia  opima ;  and  in  my  country  to  this  very  day,  we  fol¬ 
low  the  auld  practice,  pecudum  prcedas  agere.  But  then,  ye  man 
tak  notice,  nae  gentleman  wad  plunder  a  leddy — awa’,  [awa’ ! — ■ 
fie  for  shame  !  and  a  right  sonsy  damsel  too.  I’m  sure  it  made  my 
heart  wae  to  see  the  saut  brine  come  happin  o’er  her  winsome 
cheeks. 

Oclalber.  Devil  bum  me!  but  my  bowels  wept  salt  water  to  see 
her  sweet  face  look  so  sorrowful ! — och  !  the  delicate  creature! — 
she’s  the  very  moral  of  my  own  honey,  dear  Sheelah  o’Shannaghan, 
whom  1  left  big  with  child  in  the  county  of  Fermenaghan-,  gram- 
machree! — Ochone,  my  dear  Sheelah  !  look  here,  she  made  me 
this  sword-belt,  of  the  skin  of  a  sea-wolf  that  I  shot  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Shannon  j  and  I  gave  her  at  parting  a  nun’s  discipline  to  keep 
her  sweet  flesh  in  order — oh!  my  dear  honey  captain,  cried  she,  I 
shall  never  do  penance,  but  I  will  be  thinking  of  you.  Ah  !  poor 
Sheelah,  she  once  met  with  a  terrible  misfortune,  gra  :  we  were 
all  a  merry-making  at  the  castle  of  Ballyclough  :  and  so  Sheelah 
having  drank  a  cup  too  much,  honey,  fell  down  stairs  out  of  a 
window.  When  I  came  to  her,  she  told  me  she  was  speechless ; 
and  by  my  shoul  it  was  tree  long  weeks  before  she  got  upon  her 
legs  again]:  then  I  composed  a  lamentation  in  the  Irish  tongue — 
and  sung  it  to  the  tune  of  Drimmendoo ;  but  a  friend  of  mine,  of  the 
order  of  Shaint  Francis,  has  made  a  relation  of  it  into  English,  and 
it  goes  very  well  to  the  words  of  Elen-a-Roon. 

Maclaymore.  Whether  is’t  an  elegy  or  an  ode? 

Oclalber.  How  the  devil  can  it  be  odd,  when  the  verses  are  all 
even 

Maclaymore.  Gif  it  be  an  elegy,  it  must  be  written  in  the  carmen 
elegiacum;  or,  gif  it  be  an  ode,  it  may  be  monocolos,  dicolos, 
tetrastophos,  or,  perhaps,  ’tis  loose  iambics. 

Oclalber.  Arra,  upon  my  conscience,  I  believe  it  is  simple 
shambrucks,  honey.  But,  if  you’ll  hold  your  tongue,  you  shall  see 
with  your  own  eyes. 

SONG. 

i. 

Ye  swains  of  the  Shannon,  fair  Sheelah  is  gone. 

Ye  swains  of  the  Shannon,  fair  Sheelah  is  gone ; 

Ochone  my  dear  jewel, 

Why  was  you  so  cruel, 

Amidst  my  companions  to  leave  me  alone  ?  •< 
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ii. 

Though  Teague  shut  the  casement  in  Bally  dough  hall, 

Though  Teague  shut  the  casement  in  Ballyclough  hall ; 

In  the  dark  she  was  gropping. 

And  found  it  wide  open  ; 

Och !  the  devil  himself  could  not  stand  such  a  fall, 
in. 

In  beholding  your  charms,  I  can  see  them  no  more, 

In  beholding  your  charms,  I  can  see  them  no  more ; 

If  you’re  dead,  do  but  own  it. 

Then  you’ll  hear  me  bemoan  it ; 

For  in  loud  lamentations  your  fate  I’ll  deplore. 

iv. 

Devil  curse  this  occasion  with  tumults  and  strife  ! 

Devil  curse  this  occasion  with  tumults  and  strife  ! 

O  !  the  month  of  November, 

She’ll  have  cause  to  remember. 

As  a  black  letter  day  all  the  days  of  her  life. 

v. 

With  a  rope  I  could  catch  the  dear  creature  I’ve  lost ! 

With  a  rope  I  could  catch  the  dear  creature  I've  lost! 

But,  without  a  dismission. 

I’d  lose  my  commission. 

And  be  hang’d  with  disgrace  for  deserting  my  post. 

Shall  I  never  see  you  my  lovely  Sheelah,  these  seven  long  years;1 
An  it  pleased  God  to  bring  us  within  forty  miles  of  each  other,  I 
would  never  desire  to  be  nearer  all  the  days  of  my  life. 

Maclaymorc.  Hoot-fie!  Captain  Oclabber,  whare’s  a’  your  phi¬ 
losophy  ?  did  ye  never  read  Seneca  de  Consol atione?  or  Volusenus, 
my  countryman,  de  Tranquillitate  Animi?  I’se  warrant  we  have 
left  a  bonny  lass  too,  in  the  braes  of  Lochaber — my  yellow  hair’d 
deary  that  wont  to  meet  me  amang  the  hether:  heigh,  sirs!  how 
she  grat  and  cried,  ‘  Waes  my  heart  that  we  should  sunder.’ 
Whisht,  what’s  a’  that  rippet?  [a  noise  of  drums. 

Oclallcr.  Arran-mon-deaul !  they  are  beating  our  grenadier’s 
march,  as  if  the  enemy  was  in  view;  but  I  shall  fetch  them  off  long 
enough  before  they  begin  to  charge;  or,  by  Shaint  Patrick!  I’ll 
beat  their  skulls  to  a  pancake. 

Maclaymorc,  to  a  bagpiper  crossing  the  stage.  Whare  are  ye 
ga’ane  with  the  moosic,  Donald  ? 

Piper.  Guid  fait !  an  please  your  honour,  the  commander  has 
sent  for  her  to  play  a  spring  to  the  sasenach  damsel ;  but  her  nain 
sell  wad  na  pudge  the  length  of  her  tae,  without  your  honour’s 
order ;  and  she’ll  gar  a’  the  men  march  before  her  with  the  British 
flag  and  the  rest  of  the  plunder. 
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Maclaymore.  By  my  sauli  he’s  a  gowk,  and  a  gauky,  to  ettle 
at  diverting  the  poor  lassy  with  the  puppet-show  of  her  ain  misfor¬ 
tune  :  but,  howsomever,  Donald,  ye  may  gang  and  entertain  her 
with  a  pibroch  of  Macreemon’s  composition;  and  if  she  has  any 
taste  for  moosic,  ye'll  soon  gar  her  forget  her  disaster. 

Oclabber.  Arrah,  now  since  that’s  the  caase,  I  would  not  be 
guilty  of  a  rude  thing  to  the  lady;  and  if  it  be  done  to  compose  he?r 
spirits,  by  my  soul !  the  drum  shall  beat  till  she’ s  both  deaf  and 
dumb,  before  I  tell  it  tp  leave  off — but  we’ll  go  and  see  the  pro¬ 
cession.  [fxeunt. 

scene  hi. — A  procession. 

£First,  tlie  bagpipe — then  a  ragged  dirty  sheet  for  the  French 
colours — a  file  of  soldiers  in  tatters— the  English  prisoners — the 
plunder,  in  the  midst  of  which  is  an  English  buttock  of  beef  car¬ 
ried  on  the  shoulders  of  four  m, eagre  Frenchmen.  The  drum  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  crew  of  French  sailors.'] 

CHAMPIGNON,  HARRIET. 

Champignon.  Madame,  you  see  de  fortune  of  de  war — my  fate 
be  admirable  capiicieux — you  be  de  prisonjer  of  my  arm — I  be  de 
cautive  of  your  eye — by  gar!  my  glorie  turn  to  my  disgrace! 

Harriet.  Truly,  I  think  so  too — for  nothing  can  be  more  dis¬ 
graceful  than  what  you  have  done. 

Champignon.  Den  vat  I  ave  done! — parbleu!  I  not  understand 
vat  you  mean,  madam — I  ave  de  honour  to  carry  off  one  great 
victorie  over  de  Englis. 

Harriet.  You  have  carried  off  an  unarmed  boat,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations;  and  rifled  the  passengers  in  opposition  to  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  justice  and  humanity — I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  a 
common  robber  could  do  worse  ? 

Champignon.  Common  robber !  madam,  your  serviteur  tres  hum- 
^ble — de  charm  of  your  esprit  be  as  brilliant  as  de  attraits  of  your 
personne:  in  one  and  t’oder  you  be  perfaitement  adorable — souffrez 
den  dat  I  present  my  art  at  your  altar. 

Harriet.  If  you  have  any  heart  to  present,  it  must  be  a  very  stale 
sacrifice — for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  taste  for  the  fumet;  so  you 
had  better  keep  it  for  the  ladies  of  your  own  country. 

Champignon.  Ah  cruelle  ! — de  ladies  en  France  will  felcite  dem- 
selves  dat  you  renounce  de  tender  of  Monsieur  de  Champignon. 
Madame  de  la  ducliesse — mais  taisons — alte  la — et  la  belle  mar- 
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quise!  ah  quelles  ames!-— vanite  apart,  madam,  I  ave  de  honneur  t# 
be  one  man  a  bonnes  fortunes.  Diable  m’emporte  !  till  I  rencoun- 
tre  your  invincible  eye,  I  ave  alway  de  same  succes  in  love  as  in 
war. 

Harriet.  I  dare  say  you  have  been  always  equally  lucky  and  wise. 

Champignon.  A  ma  charmante; — dat  is  more  of  yourbonte  den 
of  my  merite — permettez  done,  dat  I  amuse  you  wid  de  trans¬ 
ports  of  my  flame  ! 

Harriet.  In  a  proper  place,  I  believe,  I  should  find  them  very 
entertaining. 

Champignon.  How  you  ravish  me,  my  princesse  ! — avouez  done, 
you  ’ave  de  sentiments  for  my  personne — parbleu  it  is  all  your  gene- 
rosite — dere  is  noting  extraordinary  in  my  personne,  diable  m’em¬ 
porte  !  hai,  hai !  [cuts  a  caper. 

Harriet.  Indeed,  monsieur,  you  do  yourself  injustice ;  for,  you 
are  certainly  the  most  extraordinary  person  I  had  ever  the  honour 
to  see. 

Champignon.  Ah,  ah,  madame  !  I  die  under  the  charge  of  )'Our 
politisse — your  approbation  ave  dissipe  de  brouillard  dat  envelope 
my  fantasie — your  smile  inspire  me  wid  allegresse — allons !  vive 
1’amour  !  la,  la,  la,  la - 

Harriet.  What  a  delicate  pipe  !  I  find,  monsieur  !  you’re  alike 
perfect  in  all  your  accomplishments. 

Champignon.  Madame,  your  slave  etemellment — personnes  of 
gout  ave  own  dat  me  sing  de  chansonnettes  not  altogether  too  bad, 
before  I  ave  de  honour  to  receive  one  ball  de  pistolet  in  my  gorge, 
wen  I  board1  de  Englis  man  of  war,  one,  two,  tree,  four,  ten  year 
ago  :  I  take  possession  sabre  a  la  main  ;  but,  by  gar,  de  ennemi  be 
opiniatre! — dey  refuse  to  submit,  and  carry  me  to  Plimount — dere 
I  apprehend  your  tongue,  madame — dere  I  dance,  and  ave  de  gal¬ 
lantries  parmi  les  belles  lilies  Angloises :  I  teash  dem  to  love — they 
teash  me  to  sing  your  jollies  vaudevilles.  ‘  A  coblere  dere  vas,  and 
he  live  in  one  stall.’  Hai,  hai !  how  you  taste  my  talens,  madame  ?  % 

Harriet.  Oh  !  you  sing  enchantingly  ;  and  so  natural,  one  would 
imagine  you  had  been  a  cobler  all  the  days  of  your  life.  Ha,  ha, 
ha. 

Champignon.  Hai,  hai,  hai;  if  you  not  flatter  me,  madame,  I 
be  more  happy  dan  Charlemagne — but  I  ave  fear  dat  you  moequez 
de  moi — tell  a  me  of  grace,  my  princesse,  vat  sort  of  lover  you 
sboose — I  vil  transform  myself  for  your  plaisir. 
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Harriet.  I  will  not  say  what  sort  of  lover  I  like ;  but  I’ll  sing 
what  sort  of  lover  I  despise. 

Champignon.  By  gar,  she  love  me  eperduement.  [aside. 

/  SONG. 

i. 

From  the  man  whom  I  love,  though  my  heart  I  disguise, 

I  will  freely  describe  the  wretch  I  despise, 

And  if  he  has  sense  but  to  balance  a  straw, 

He  will  sure  take  the  hint  from  the  picture  I  draw. 

II. 

A  wit  without  sense,  without  fancy  a  beau, 

Like  a  parrot  he  chatters,  and  struts  like  a  crow; 

A  peacock  in  pride,  in  grimace  a  baboon, 

In  courage  a  hind,  in  conceit  a  gascoon. 

in. 

As  a  vulture  rapacious,  in  falsehood  a  fox, 

Inconstant  as  waves,  and  unfeeling  as  rocks : 

As  a  tiger  ferocious,  perverse  as  an  hog, 

In  mischief  an  ape,  and  in  fawning  a  dog. 

IV. 

In  a  word,  to  sum  up  all  his  talents  together, 

His  heart  is  of  lead,  and  his  brain  is  of  feather . 

Yet,  if  he  has  sense  but  to  balance  a  6traw, 

He  will  sure  take  the  hint  from  the  picture  I  draw. 

Champignon.  Morbleu,  madame,  you  sing  a  marveilles 
tie  figure  be  ver  singulier. 

SCENE  IV. 

HARRIET,  CHAMPIGNON,  HEARTLY. 

Champignon.  Mons.  Artlie,  I  ave  de  honeur  to  be  your  most 
umble  serviteur — mademoiselle  your  sister  aves  des  perfections  of 
an  ange ;  but  she  be  cold  as  de  albatre.  You  do  me  good  office — 
J  become  of  your  alliance — you  command  my  service. 

Heartly.  I  hope  my  sister  will  set  proper  value  upon  your  ad¬ 
dresses  :  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  best  endeavours  to  persuade 
her  to  treat  your  passion  as  it  deserves. 

Champignon.  As  it  deserve! — mardy  !  dat  is  all  I  desire — den  I 
treat  you  as  one  prince,  [a  servant  whispers  and  retires .]  Com¬ 
ment!  que  m’importe — madame,  I  must  leave  you  for  one  mo¬ 
ment  to  de  garde  of  monsieur  your  broder ;  but  I  return  in  one 
twinkle.  [exit. 
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SCENE  y. 

HEARTLY,  HARRIET. 

Hcartly.  My  dear  Harriet,  have  you  rood  nature  enough  to  for¬ 
give  me  for  having  exposed  you  to  all  these  dangers  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  ? 

Harriet.  I  can’t  but  be  pleased  with  an  event  which  has  intro¬ 
duced  me  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  accomplished  Champignon, 
ha,  ha,  ha  ! 

Heartly.  You  can’t  imagine  how  happy  I  am  too  see  you  bear 
your  misfortune  with  such  good  humour,  after  the  terror  you  un¬ 
derwent  at  our  being  taken. 

Harriet.  I  was  indeed  terribly  alarmed  when  a  cannot  shot  came 
whistling  over  our  heads;  and  not  a  little  dejected  when  I  found 
myself  a  prisoner :  but  I  imagine  all  danger  diminishes,  or  at  least 
looses  part  of  its  terror,  the  nearer  you  approach  it:  and  as  for  this 
Champignon,  he  is  such  a  contemptible  fellow,  that,  upon  recol¬ 
lection,  I  almost  despise  myself  for  having  been  afraid  of  him — O’ 
my  conscience  !  I  believe  all  courage  is  acquired  from  practice.  I 
don’t  doubt  but  in  time  I  should  be  able  to  stand  a  battery  myself. 

Heartly.  Well,  my  fair  Thalestris,  should  you  ever  be  attacked, 
I  hope  the  aggressor  will  fall  before  you — Champignon  has  cer¬ 
tainly  exceeded  his  orders,  and  we  shall  be  released  as  soon  as  a 
representation  can  be  made  to  the  French  court. 

Harriet.  I  should  be  lothe  to  trouble  the  court  of  France  with 
matters  of  so  little  consequence.  Don’t  you  think  it  practicable  to 
persuade  the  captain  to  set  us  at  liberty  ?  There  is  one  figure  in 
rhetoric  which  I  believe  he  would  hardly  resist. 

Heartly.  I  guess  your  meaning,  and  the  experiment  shall  be 
tried,  if  we  fail  of  success  from  another  quarter.  I  intend  to  make 
myself  known  to  Odabber,  with  whom  I  was  formerly  acquainted, 
and  take  his  advice.  He  and  the  Scotch  ensign  are  at  variance 
with  Champignon,  and  disapprove  of  our  being  made  prisoners. 

SCENE  VI. 

HEARTLY,  HARRIET,  BRUSH. 

Heartly  to  Btush.  Well,  sir,  have  you  been  fishing  the  bonny 
Scot:  have  you  caught  any  intelligence  ? 

Brush.  Sir,  1  have  done  your  business — Captain  Maclaymore  and 
I  have  been  drinking  a  bottle  of  sour  wine  to  the  health  of  Miss 
Harriet  and  your  worship;  in  a  word,  he  is  wholly  devoted  to  your 

vice. 
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Harriet.  Pray,  Mr.  Brash,  what  method  did  you  take  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  yourself  with  that  proud  stalking  Highlander  ? 

Brush.  I  won  his  heart  with  some  transient  encomiums  on  his 
country.  I  affected  to  admire  his  plaid,  as  an  improvement  on  the 
Roman  toga ;  swore  it  was  a  most  soldiery  garb ;  and  said,  I  did  not 
wonder  to  see  it  adopted  by  a  nation  equally  renowned  for  learning 
and  valour. 

Heartly.  These  insidious  compliments  could  not  fail  to  under¬ 
mine  his  loftiness. 

Brush.  He  adjusted  his  bonnet,  rolled  his  quid  from  one  cheek 
to  the  other,  threw  his  plaid  over  his  left  shoulder  with  an  air  of 
importance,  strutted  to  the  farther  end  of  the  deck  ;  then,  return¬ 
ing  with  his  hard  features  unbended  into  a  ghastly  smile, — 1  By  my 
saul  mon,’  says  he,  ‘  ye’re  na  fule;  I  see  you  ken  foo  weel  how  to 
mak  proper  distinctions — you  and  I  man  be  better  acquainted.’  I 
bowed  very  low  in  return1  for  the  great  honour  he  did  me — hinted, 
that  though  now  I  was  in  the  station  of  a  servant,  I  had  some  pre¬ 
tensions  to  family;  and,  sighing,  cried  tempora  mutantur,  et  nos 
mutamur  in  illis. 

Heartly.  That  scrap  of  Latin  was  a  home  thrust — You  see,  sir¬ 
rah,  the  benefit  of  a  charity  school. 

Brush.  Ay,  little  did  I  think,  when  I  was  flogged  for  neglecting 
my  Accidence,  that  ever  my  learning  would  turn  to  such  account 
— Captain  Maclaymore  was  surprised  to  hear  me  speak  Latin :  yet 
he  found  fault  with  my  pronunciation.  He  shook  me  by  the 
hand,  though  I  was  a  little  shy  of  that  compliment,  and  said  he 
did  not  expect  to  find  flowers  under  a  nettle:-  but  I  put  him  in 
mind  of  the  singet  cat,  for  I  was  better  than  I  was  bonny — then  he 
carried  me  to  his  cabin,  where  we  might  discourse  more  freely  ; 
told  me  the  captain  was  ‘  a  light-headed  guse,’  and  expressed  his 
concern  at  your  captivity,  which  he  said  was  a  flagrant  infraction  of 
the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Harriet.  There,  I  hope,  you  backed  his  opinion  with  all  your 
eloquence. 

Brush.  I  extolled  his  understanding ;  interested  his  gallantry  in 
the  cause  of  a  distressed  lady  ;  and,  in  order  to  clinch  my  remon¬ 
strance,  told  him  that  my  master’s  great  grandmother’s  aunt  was 
a  Scotswoman  of  the  name  of  Macintosh,  and  that  Mr.  Heartly 
piqued  himself  on  the  Highland  blood  that  ran  in  his  veins. 

Heartly.  I’m  obliged  to  your  invention  for  the  honour  of  that 
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alliance — I  hope  the  discovery  had  a  proper  effect  upon  my  cousin? 
Maclaymore. 

Brush.  He  no  sooner  heard  that  particular,  than  he  started  up, 
crying, — ‘  What  the  deel  say  ye?  Macintosh  ! — swunds  mon  !  that’s 
‘  the  name  of  my  ain  mither — wha  kens  but  Mester  Heartjy 
*  and  I  may  be  coozins  seventeen  times  removed?’  Then  he  gave 
me  a  full  account  of  his  pedigree  for  twelve  generations,  and  hawked 
up  the  names  of  his  progenitors  till  they  set  my  teeth  on  edge.  To 
conclude,  he  has  promised  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  in  hi* 
power,  and  even  to  favour  our  escape ;  for,  over  and  above  his  other 
motives,  I  find  he  longs  to  return  to  his  own  country,  and  thinks 
a  piece  of  service  done  to  an  English  gentleman  may  enable  him  to 
gratify  that  inclination. 

Heartly.  But  what  scheme  have  you  laid  for  our  escape  ? 

Brush.  The  boat  is  alongside — our  men  are  permitted  to  walk  the 
deck — When  the  captain  retires  to  rest,  and  the  watch  is  relieving, 
nothing  will  be  more  easy  than  to  step  on  board  of  our  own  galley, 
cut  the  rope,  hoist  the  sails,  and  make  the  best  of  our  way  to  Old 
England. 

Heartly.  But  you  don’t  consider  that  Monsieur  de  Champignon, 
if  alarmed,  may  slip  his  cable  and  give  us  chase — nay,  compliment 
us  with  a  dish  of  sugar-plumbs  that  may  be  very  hard  of  digestion. 

Brush.  There  the  friendship  of  Maclaymore  will  be  of  service: 
for,  as  soon  as  our  flight  is  known,  he  and  his  men,  on  pretence  of 
being  alert,  will  make  such  a  bustle  and  confusion,  that  nothing 
can  be  done  until  we  are  out  of  their  reach;  and  then  we  must 
trust  to  our  own  canvass  and  the  trim  of  our  vessel,  which  is  a 
prime  sailer. 

Harriet.  The  project  is  feasible,  and  may  be  the  more  practica¬ 
ble,  if  the  Irish  lieutenant  can  be  brought  to  co-operate  with  the 
ensign. 

Heartly .  Odso  !  there  he  comes — Brush,  go  and  wait  upon  Miss 
Harriet  to  her  cabin,  while  1  accost  this  Hibernian. 

SCENE  VII. 
heartly, oclabber. 

Oclaller.  Your  humble  servant.  Sir, — I  hope  the  lady  is  plaised 
with  her  accommodation — don’t  you  begin  to  be  refreshed  with 
jhe  French  air  blowing  over  the  sea? — upon  my  conscience!  now, 
it’s  so  delicate  and  keen,  that  for  my  own  part,  honey,  I  have 
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been  as  hungry  as  an  Irish  wolf  dog  ever  since  I  came  to  this  king¬ 
dom. 

Heartly.  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  inquiry — I  am  no  stran¬ 
ger  to  the  French  air,  nor  to  the  politeness  of  Captain  Oclabber. — 
What!  have  you  quite  forget  your  old  acquaintance? 

Oclaller.  Acquaintance,  honey — by  my  soul!  I  should  be  proud 
to  recollect  your  countenance,  though  I  never  saw  you  before  in  the 
days  of  my  life.  / 

Heartly.  Don’t  you  remember  two  Englishmen  at  Paris,  about 
three  years  ago,  of  the  name  of  Heartly  ? 

Oclaller.  Ub  uboo! — by  Shaint  Patrick,  I  remember  you  as 
well  as  nothing  in  the  world — Arrah,  now,  whether  is  it  your  own 
self  or  your  brother  ? 

Heartly.  My  brother  died  of  a  consumption  soon  after  our  return 
to  England. 

Oclaller.  Ah  !  God  rest  his  soul,  poor  gentlemen — but  it  is  a 
great  comfort  to  a  man  to  be  after  dying  in  his  own  country — F 
hope  he  was  your  elder  brother,  gra. — Oh  !  I  remember  you  two 
made  one  with  us  at  the  hotel  de  Bussy — by  my  shoul !  we  were 
very  merry  and  frolicsome;  and  you  know  I  hurt  my  ancle,  and 
my  foot  swelled  as  big  as  three  potatoes — by  the  same  token,  I  sent 
for  a  rogue  of  a  surgeon,  who  subscribed  for  the  cure,  and  wanted 
to  make  a  hand  of  my  foot. — Mr.  Heartly,  the  devil  fly  away  with 
me,  but  I  am  proud  to  see  you,  and  you  may  command  me  with¬ 
out  fear  or  affection,'  gra. 

Heartly.  Sir,  you  are  extremely  kind  ;  and  may,  I  apprehend, 
do  me  a  good  office  with  Captain  Champignon,  who,  I  cannot  help 
saying,  has  treated  us  with  very  little  ceremony. 

Oclaller.  I’ll  tell  you  what,  Mr.  Heartly,  we  officers  don’t 
choose  to  find  fault  with  one  another  ;  because  there’s  a  discipline 
and  subordination  to  be  observed,  you  know ; — therefore  I  shall 
say  nothing  of  him  as  an  officer,  honey ;  but,  as  a  man,  my  dear, 
by  the  mass,  he’s  a  meer  baist. 

Heartly.  I’m  glad  to  find  your  opinion  of  him  so  conformable  to 
my  own — I  understand  by  my  servant  too,  that  Mr.  Maclaymore 
agrees  with  us,  in  his  sentiments  of  Monsieur  de  Champignon; 
and  disapproves  of  his  taking  our  boat,  as  an  unwarrantable  insult 
offered  to  the  British  nation. 

Oclaller.  By  my  shoul!  I  told  him  so  before  you  came  aboard. _ As 

for  Ensign  Maclaymore,  there  is  not  a  prettier  fellow  in  seven  of 
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the  best  counties  in  Ireland — as  brave  as  a  heron,  my  dear — arrah, 
the  devil  burn  him  if  he  fears  any  man  that  never  wore  a  head. — 
Ay,  and  a  great  scholar  to  boot — he  can  talk  Latin  and  Irish  as 
well  as  the  archbishop  of  Armaugh — Didn’t  you  know  we  were 
sworn  brothers — though  I’m  his  senior  officer,  andspaik  the  French 
more  fluid,  gra. 

SCENE  VIII. 

heartly,  oclabber,  brush. 

Brush.  O  Lord,  sir  !  all  the  fat’s  in  the  fire. 

Oclabber.  Arrah  what’s  a  fire,  honey  ! 

Brush.  All  our  fine  project  gone  to  pot ! — We  may  now  hang 
Up  our  harps  among  the  willows,  and  sit  down  and  weep  by  Ba¬ 
bel’s  streams. 

Heartly.  What  does  the  blockhead  mean  ? 

Brush.  One  of  our  foolish  fellows  has  blabbed  that  Miss  Harriet 
is  not  your  sister,  but  your  mistress ,  and  this  report  has  been  car¬ 
ried  to  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  whom  I  left  below  in  the  cabin, 
taxing  her  with  dissimulation,  and  threatening  to  confine  her  for 
life. — He  sings,  capers,  swears,  and  storms  in  a  breath  ! — I  have 
seen  Bedlam  ;  but  an  English  lunatic,  at  full  moon,  is  a  very  sober 
animal  when  compared  to  a  Frenchman  in  a  passion. 

Heartly.  I  care  not  for  his  passion  or  power — By  heaven  !  he 
shall  not  offer  the  least  violence  to  my  Harriet,  while  a  drop  of 
blood  circulates  in  my  veins ! — I’ll  assault  him,  though  unarm’d, 
and  die  in  her  defence. — ■ 

Oclabber.  Won’t  you  be  easy  now  ? — your  dying  signifies  no¬ 
thing  at  all,  honey  ;  for,  if  you  should  be  killed  in  the  fray,  what 
ex.cuse  would  you  make  to  the  young  lady’s  relations,  for  leaving 
her  alone  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ! — by  my  shoul !  you’d  look 

very  foolish _ Take  no  notice  at  all,  and  give  yourself  no  trouble 

about  the  matter — and  if  he  should  ravish  your  mistress,  by  my 
salvation  !  I  would  take  upon  me  to  put  him  under  arrest. 

Heartly.  The  villain  dares  not  think  of  committing  such  an 
outrage. 

Oclabber.  Devil  confound  me  !  but  I’d  never  desire  a  better . 
joke — Och  then,  my  dear,  you’d  see  how  I’d  trim  him — you 
should  have  satisfaction  to  your  heart’s  content. 

Heartly.  Distraction! — If  you  will  not  give  me  your  assistance. 
I’ll  fly  alone  to  her  defence. 

Brush  Zooks,  Sir,  you’re  as  mad  as  he — You’ll  ruin  us  past  all 
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/ederription. — What  the  deuce  are  you  afraid  of! — Ravish  ! — An 
atomy  like  that  pretend  to  ravish!  No,  no;  He’ll  ravish  nothing 
hut  our  goods  and  chattels,  and  these  he  has  disposed  of  already. 
Besides,  Miss  Harriet,  when  his  back  was  turned,  desired  me  to 
conjure  you  in  her  name,  to  take  care  of  yourself ;  for  Champig¬ 
non  would  have  no  pretence  to  confine  her,  if  you  was  out  of  the 
way. 

Oclaller.  O’  my  conscience,  a  very  sensible  young  woman  f 
When  there  are  two  lovers  in  the  caase,  ’tis  natural  to  wish  one  of 
them  away. — Come  along  with  me,  honey  ;  we’ll  hold  a  council 
of  war  with  Ensign  Maclaymore — perhaps  he  may  contrive  mains 
to  part  you. — No  man  knows  better  how  to  make  a  soldierly  re¬ 
treat. 

Brush.  Soldierly  or  unsoldierly,  it  signifies  not  a  button — so  we 
do  but  escape  ;  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  away  at  any  rate,  even  if  I 
should  fly  like  a  thief  from  the  gallows. 

Oclaller.  Devil  fire  you,  my  dear !  you’re  a  wag — Arrah,  who 
told  you  that  my  friend  Maclaymore  escaped  from  the  gallows  ? — 
By  my  shoul !  ’tis  all  fortune  de  la  guerre. — Indeed,  indeed,  I 
would  never  desire  to  command  a  better  corps  than  what  I  could 
form  out  of  the  honest  gentlemen  you  have  hanged  in  England. 

Heartly.  I’m  so  confounded  and  perplexed,  in  consequence  of 
this  unlucky  discovery,  that  I  can’t  start  one  distinct  thought,  much 
less  contribute  to  any  scheme  that  requires  cool  deliberation. 

Oclaller.  Array  faith,  my  dear,  we  must  leave  those  things  to 
wiser  heads — For  my  own  part,  I’m  a  soldier,  and  never  burden 
fny  brain  with  unnecessary  baggage. 

I  won’t  pretend  to  lead,  but  I  follow  in  the  throng ; 

And  as  I  don’t  think  at  all,  I  can  never  think  wrong. 


ACT  II. 

SCENE  I. 

A  great  noise  and  lustle  lehind  the  scenes. 

MACLAYMOEE,  CHAMPIGNON. 

Champignon ,  running  upon  the  stage  in  a  ridiculous  dishalille. 
Prenez  garde  qu’elle  ne  vous  echappe  ! — aux  armes! — Mons.  le 
Second — contre  maitre — la  chaloupe  !  la  chaloupe  1 
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Maclaymore,  overturning  him,  as  if  through  mistake.  As  I  sail 
answar,  the  folks  are  a’  gaen  daft ! — deel  stap  out  your  e’en !  I’m 
nae  sic  midge  but  ye  might  a’  seen  me  in  your  porridge. 

Champignon.  Ah  meutrier  !  assassin  !  vous  avez  tue  votre  com¬ 
mandant  ! — holla  ho  !  mes  gens,  a  moi. 

Maclaymore.  Hout,  na  !  it  canna  be  our  commander  Monsieur 
de  Champignon,  running  about  in  the  dark  like  a  worricow ! — 
Preserve  us  a’  !  it’s  the  vara  mon — weel  I  wot,  sir.  I’m  right 
sorry  to  find  you  in  sic  a  pickle — but  wha  thought  to  meet  with 
you  playing  at  blind  Harry  on  deck  ? 

Champignon,  rising.  Ventre  saingris !  my  whole  brain  be  de- 
rangee  ! — traitre !  you  be  in  de  complot. 

Maclaymore.  Traiter  !  traiter  nae  me,  Mester  (Champignon,  or, 
gude  faith  !  you  and  I  man  ha’  our  kail  through  the  reek. 

Champignon.  Were  be  de  prisoniers  ?  tell  a  me  dat — ha  ! — mort 
de  ma  vie  !  de  Englis  vaisseau  ! — de  prise  !  de  prisoniers  ! — sacre- 
bleu  ?  ma  gloire  !  mes  richesses  1  rendez  moi  les  prisoniers — you 
be  de  enseigne,  you  be  de  officier. 

Maclaymore.  Troth,  I  ken  foo  weel  I’m  an  officer — I  wuss  some 
6ther  people,  who  haud  their  heads  unco  high,  ken’d  the  respact 
due  to  an  officer,  we  should  na  be  fash’d  with  a’  this  din. 

Champignon.  Tell  a  me  au  moment,  were  be  Monsieur  Artlie  ? 
were  be  de  prisoniers  ?  wat  you  beat  my  brains  wid  your  sottises  ? 

Maclaymore.  Nay,  sin  ye  treat  me  with  sa  little  ceremony,  I  man 
tell  you,  Mester  Heartly  was  na  committed  to  my  charge,  and  sae 
ye  may  gang  and  leuk  after  him  ;  and  as  for  prisoners,  I  ken  of  nae 
prisoners  but  your  ain  valet,  whom  you  ordered  to  be  put  in  irons 
this  morning  for  supping  part  of  your  bouillon ;  and  if  the  poor  fal¬ 
low  had  na  done  the  deed,  I  think  he  must  have  starved  for  want 
of  victuals. 

Champignon.  Morbleu  !  Monsieur  Maclaimore,  you  distrait  me 
wid  your  babil.  I  demand  de  Englis  prisoniers — m’  entendez 
Vous  ? 

Maclaymore.  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  je  vous  entens  bien — 
there  was  nae  English  prisoner  here  ;  for  1  man  tell  you,  Sir,  that 
if  ever  you  had  read  Grotius  de  Jure  Belli  ac  Pads,  or  Pujfendorf 
de  Officio  Hominis  et  Civis,  ye  wad  a’  seen  he  could  na  be  in  the 
predicament  of  a  captus  in  hello,  or  an  ohses  or  vales — for  what  ? 
ye'll  say — because  he  was  na  teuk flagrante  hello — ergo  he  was  nae 
prisoner  of  war— now  what  says  the  learned  Puffendorf  l 
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Champignon.  Comment!  you  call  be  Puff-and-horf 5  ventre 
bleu  !  you  be  one  impertinent. 

Maclaymore.  What,  what ! — that’s  a  paughty  word,  sir — that’s 
nae  language  for  a  gentleman — nae  mair  o’  that,  or  guid  faith  we’ll 
forget  where  we  are. 

Champignon.  Morbleu  !  you  ave  forget  dat  I  be  your  general — 
your  chief. 

Maclaymore.  By  my  saul,  mon,  that’s  strange  news  indeed — 
You  my  chief  !  you  chief  of  the  Maclaymores ! 

Champignon.  Oui,  moi,  rustre — moi  qui  vous  parle. 

Maclaymore.  Dinna  rustre  me,  sir,  or  deel  daum  my  saul,  but 
I’ll  wrast  your  head  aff  your  shoulders,  if  ye  was  the  best  Cham¬ 
pignon  in  France.  L(hey  draw  and  fight. 

SCENE  II* 

OCLABBER,  CHAMPIGNON,  MACLAYMORB. 

Oclabler.  Devil  fire  you,  my  lads!  what’s  the  maining  of  all  this 
disturbance  ? — o’  my  conscience  !  there’s  no  such  thing  as  resting 
below — a  man  would  lie  as  quiet  at  tlie  bottom  of  the  sea — I’ve 
been  abed  these  tree  hours,  but  I  could  not  close  an  eye,  gra ;  for 
you  waked  me  before  I  fell  asleep.  [ Pretending  to  discover  Cham¬ 
pignon .]  Arrali  now,  don’t  I  dream,  honey  ?  What,  is  it  your 
ownself  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  going  to  attack  my  ensign  ? 
By  my  shoul !  that’s  not  so  shivel  nofr,  aboard  of  your  own  ship. 
Gentlemen,  I  put  you  both  under  arrest  in  the  king’s  name — you 
shall  see  one  another  locked  in  your  cabins  with  your  own  hands ; 
and  then,  if  you  cut  one  another’s  troats,  by  the  blessed  virgin  !  you 
shall  be  brought  to  a  court  martial,  and  tried  for  your  lives,  agra. 

Maclaymore ,  sheathing  his  sword.  Weel,  weel,  sir, — ye’re  my 
commanding  officer ;  tuum  est  imperare — but  he  and  I  sail  meet 
before  mountains  meet,  that’s  a’. 

Champignon  to  Oclabler.  Vat !  you  presume  to  entremettre  in 
mes  affaires  d’honeur — you  have  the  hardiesse  to  dispute  wid  me 
de  command  of  dis  vaisseau  de  guerre  ? — tell  a  me  if  you  know  my 
condition,  ha  ? 

Oclabler.  Indeed,  indeed  my  dear,  I  believe  your  present  con¬ 
dition  is  not  very  savoury  ;  but,  if  Ensign  Maclaymore  had  made 
you  shorter  by  the  head,  your  condition  would  have  been  still 
worse }  and  yet  upon  my  conscience  !  I  have  seen  a  man  com¬ 
mand  such  a  frigate  as  this,  without  any  head  at  all. 
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Champignon.  Monsieur  O-claw-bear,  you  mocquez  de  mol' — 
you  not  seem  to  know  my  noblesse. — dat  I  descend  of  de  bonne 
famille — dat  my  progeniteurs  ave  bear  de  honourable  cotte — de 
eotte  of  antiquite. 

Oclaller.  By  my  shoul !  when  I  knew  you  first,  you  bore  a 
very  old  coat  yourself,  my  dear  ;  for  it  was  thread  bare  and  out  at 
elbows. 

Champignon.  Ah  !  la  mauvaise  plaisanterie — Diagnez,  my  goot 
lieutenant  O-  claw-bear,  to  onderstand  dat  I  ave  de  grands  alliances 
— du  bien — de  rente — dat  I  ave  regale  des  princes  in  my  chateau. 

Oclaller.  Och  !  I  beg  your  chateau’s  pardon,  grammachree ! 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  see  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Garonne — and 
by  my  soul !  a  very  venerable  building  it  was — aye,  and  very-  well 
bred  to  boot,  honey  ;  for  it  stood  always  uncovered ;  and  never  re¬ 
fused  entrance  to  any  passenger,  even  though  it  were  the  wind  and 
the  rain,  gra. 

Champignon.  You  pretendez  to  know  my  famille,  ha  ? 

Oclaller.  By  Shaint  Patrick,  I  know  them  as  well  as  the  father 
that  bore  them.  Your  nephew  is  a  begging  brother  of  the  order  of 
Shaint  Francis ;  mademoiselle,  your  sister,  espoused  an  eminent 
savatier  in  the  county  of  Bearne;  and  your  ownslielf,  my  dear, 
first  mounted  the  stage  as  a  charlatan,  then  served  the  count  de 
Bardasch  for  your  diversion,  and  now,  by  the  king's  favour,  you 
command  a  frigate  of  twelve  guns,  lying  at  anchor  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  N  ormandy. 

Champignon.  Ah  quelle  medisance  !— que  vous  imaginez  bien, 
monsieur — but  T  vil  represent  your  conduit  to  des  marchaux  of 
France;  and  dey  vil  convince  you  dat  Monsieur  de  Champignon  is 
one  personne  of  some  consideration — un  charlatan  ! — marday  !  datf 
be  ver  plaisant.  Messieurs,  serviteur — I  go  to  give  de  necessaires 
ordres  pour  rattraper  de  Englis  chaloupe — jusque  aurevoir — Char¬ 
latan  ! — Savatier  ! — Morte  de  ma  vie.  \_exit. 

SCENE  HI. 

OCLABBER,  M  ACLA'V  MOKE. 

Oclaller.  Faith  and  troth,  my  dear,  you’ll  see  the  chaloupe  far 
enough  out  of  sight  by  this  time. 

Maclaymore.  By  my  saul !  captain,  ye  sent  him  awa’  with  a  flea- 
in  his  bonnet — He’ll  no  care  to  wrestle  anither  fa’  with  you  in  a 
hurry — He  had  the  wrang  sow  by  the  lug. 
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Oclaller.  If  he  will  be  after  playing  at  rubbers,  he  must  expect 
to  meet  with  bowls — pooh!  I  main,  he  must  look  to  meet  with 
bowls,  if  he  will  be  playing  at  rubbers — arra  maun  deaul !  that’s 
not  the  thing  neither ;  but  you  know  my  maining,  as  the  saying  is. 

Maclaymore.  Hoot  aye — I’se  warrant  I  ken  how  to  gar  your 
bools  row  right — and  troth  I  canna  help  thinking  but  I  played  my 
part  pretty  weel  for  a  beginner. 

Oclaller.  For  a  beginner  ! — Devil  fetch  me,  but  you  played 
like  a  man  that  jokes  in  earnest  :  but  your  joke  was  like  to  cut 
too  keen,  honey,  when  I  came  to  part  you  5  and  yet  I  came  as 
soon  as  you  tipped  me  the  wink  with  your  finger. 

Maclaymore.  Let  that  flie  stick  i’  the  wa’ — when  the  dirt’s  dry 
it  will  rub  out.  But  now  we  man  tak  care  of  the  poor  waff  lassey 
that’s  left  under  our  protection,  and  defend  her  from  the  maggots 
of  this  daft  Frenchman. 

Oclaller.  I  will  be  after  confining  him  to  his  cabin,  if  he  offers 
to  touch  a  hair  of  her  beard,  agra. 

Maclaymore.  Its  now  break  of  day — dinna  you  see  the  bonny 
grey-eyed  mom  blinking  o’er  yon  mossy  craig  ? — We’ll  e’en  gang 
doun  and  tak  a  tasse  of  whisky  together,  and  then  see  what’s  to  be 
done  for  Miss  Harriet.  [exeunt. 

SCENE  IV. 

HARRIET,  BRUSH. 

Harriet.  O  Lord!  I’m  in  such  a  flutter — What  was  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  all  that  noise  ! — Brush,  are  you  sure  your  master  is  out  of  all 
danger  of  being  retaken  ? 

Brush.  Yes,  yes,  madam,  safe  enough  for  this  bout.  The  two 
land  officers  performed  their  parts  to  a  miracle.  My  master  and 
our  people  slipped  into  the  boat,  without  being  disturbed  by  the 
centries,  who  were  tutored  for  the  purpose  ;  and  they  were  almost 
out  of  sight  before  Champignon  was  alarmed  by  a  starved  French¬ 
man,  whose  hunger  kept  him  awake  :  but  now  they  have  doubled 
the  point  of  land,  and  in  four  hours  or  so  will  be  in  sight  of  sweet 
Old  England.  I’m  sure  I  sent  many  a  wishful  look  after  them. 

Harriet.  What !  you  are  sorry  then  for  having  staid  behind  with  • 
me  ? 

Brush.  O  !  by  no  manner  of  means  ma’am — to  be  sure  you 
did  me  an  infinite  deal  of  honour,  ma’am,  in  desiring  that  I  might 
be  left,  when  you  spoke  to  my  master  through  the  barricado;  but 

G  g  2 


474 


THE  REPRISAL. 


yet,  ma’am  I  have  such  a  regard  for  Mr.  Heartly,  ma’am,  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  share  all  his  dangers,  ma’am — though,  after  all  is 
done  and  said,  I  don’t  think  it  was  very  kind  in  him  to  leave  his 
mistress  and  faithful  servant  in  such  a  dilemma. 

Harriet.  Nay,  don’t  accuse  your  master  unjustly.  You  know 
how  unwillingly  he  complied  with  my  request.  We  could  not  guess 
what  villanous  step  this  fellow.  Champignon,  might  have  taken 
to  conceal  his  rapine,  which  Mr.  Heartly  will  now  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  represent  in  its  true  colours. 

Brush.  Well — Heaven  grant  him  success,  and  that  speedily. 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  been  so  long  used  to  his  company,  that 
I  grow  quite  chicken-hearted  in  his  absence. — If  I  had  broke  my 
leg  two  days  ago,  I  should  not  have  been  in  this  quandary.  God 
forgive  the  man  that  first  contriv’d  parties  of  pleasure  on  the  water. 

Harriet.  Hang  fear.  Brush,  and  pluck  up  your  courage.  I  have 
some  small  skill  in  physiognomy,  and  can  assure  you  it  is  not  your 
fate  to  die  by  water — Ha!  I  see  the  captain  coming  this  way — I 
must  bear  the  brunt  of  another  storm. 

Brush.  Odso  !  I’ll  run  down  to  Lieutenant  Oclabber,  and  his 
ensign,  and  give  them  notice,  in  case  there  should  be  occasion  to 
interpose.  [ exit  Brush . 


SCENE  V. 

CHAMPIGNON,  HARRIET. 

Champignon.  Madame,  you  pardon  my  presomption  dat  I  pay 
my  devoirs  in  dishabille — bot  it  be  all  for  your  service.  Monsieur 
your  amantave  decampe  sans  fa$on.  I  take  de  alarm,  and  make 
all  my  efforts  to  procure  de  plaisir  of  seeing  him  again — Ah  !  he  be 
de  gallant  liomme  to  abandon  his  maitresse  ! 

Harriet.  Is  there  no  possibility  of  bringing  him  back  ? 

Champignon.  By  gar !  it  be  tout  a  fait  impossible.  He  steal 
comme  one  theif  into  de  chaloupe,  and  vanish  in  de  obscurite  ! 

Harriet.  I’m  heartily  glad  to  hear  it ! 

Champignon.  For  vat  you  be  glad,  my  princess,  ha  ! 

Harriet.  That  he’s  no  longer  in  your  power. 

Champignon.  Bon  ! — juste  ciel ! — how  you  make  me  happy  to 
see  you  glad,  madame  !  la,  la,  la,  ra,  ra — Ventre  bleu  !  he  be 
one  fugitif — if  we  recon  tre  again,  revanche!  revanche!  la,  la,  la, 
ra,  ra,  Permettez  done,  madame,  dat  I  ave  de’  honeur  to  languisse 
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before  your  feet — ave  pitie  of  me — take  my  sword — plongez  dans 
my  bosom.  Ah  !  larron  !  perfide !  la,  la,  ra,  ra.  [He  sings,  kneels, 
and  dances  by  turns.']  Monsieur  Artlie  is  not  in  my  power — bon 
— but,  by  gar,  madame,  you  know  who  is,  hah! 

Harriet.  As  for  me,  my  sex  protects  me.  I  am  here,  indeed  a 
prisoner,  and  alone  ■,  but  you  will  not,  you  dare  not,  treat  me  with 
indignity'. 

Champignon.  Dare  not ! — Bravo  ! — Shew  to  me  de  man  vil  say 
I  dare  not — 5a,  ha,  ha  !  [capers  about. 

Harriet.  You’re  in  such  a  dancing  humour,  ’tis  pity  you  should 
want  music.  Shall  I  sing  you  a  song  ? 

Champignon.  Ah  cruelle  !  you  gouverne  vid  soverain  empire  over 
my  art — you  rouse  me  into  one  storm — you  sing  me  into  one  calm. 

SONG. 

1. 

Let  the  nymph  still  avoid,  and  be  deaf  to  the  swain, 

Who  in  transports  of  passion  affects  to  complain ; 

For  his  rage,  not  his  love,  in  that  frenzy  is  shown. 

And  the  blast  thajt  blows  loudest  is  soon  overblown. 

11. 

But  the  shepherd  whom  Cupid  has  pierc’d  to  the  heart. 

Will  submissive  adore,  and  rejviice  in  the  smart ; 

Or  in  plaintive  soft  murmurs,  his  bosom-felt  woe. 

Like  the  smooth  gliding  current  of  rivers  will  flow 

111. 

Though  silent  his  tongue,  he  will  plead  with  his  eyes. 

And  his  heart  own  your  sway  in  a  tribute  of  sighs ; 

But,  when  he  accosts  you  in  meadow  or  grove, 

His  tale  is  all  tenderness,  rapture,  and  love. 

SCENE  VI. 

CHAMPIGNON,  HARRIET,  BRUSH. 

Brush.  News !  news  !  there’s  an  English  man  of  war’s  boat 
along  side,  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

Champignon.  Comment! — Madame,  you  ave  de  bonte  to  ie« 
tire  to  your  cabane — I  ga  dress  myself,  and  give  de  audience. 

[e.ri£  Champignon. 
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SCENE  VII. 

HARRIET,  BRUSH. 

Harriet.  O  Brush  !  Brush  !  how  ray  little  heart  palpitates  with 
fear  and  suspense  !  What  does  the  arrival  of  this  boat  portend  ? 

Brush.  Our  deliverance  from  the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  I  hope. 
It  could  not  arrive  at  a  more  seasonable  juncture  j  for  my  spirits 
are  quite  flagged — not  that  I  am  so  much  concerned  on  my  own 
account,  ma’am — but  I  can’t  be  insensible  to  your  danger,  ma’am. 
I  should  be  an  ungrateful  wretch,  if  I  did  not  feel  for  one  that  is 
so  dear  to  Mr.  Heartly,  ma’am. 

Harriet.  Really,  Mr.  Brush,  you  seem  to  have  improved  might¬ 
ily  in  politeness,  since  you  lived  among  these  French  gentlemen. 

Brush.  Lived,  ma’am — I  have  been  dying  hourly  since  I  came 
aboard  ;  and  that  politeness  which  you  are  pleased  to  mention, 
ma’am,  is  nothing  but  sneaking  fear  and  hen-heartedness,  which 
I  believe  (God  forgive  me)  is  the  true  source  of  all  French  polite¬ 
ness  ;  a  kind  of  poverty  of  spirit,  or  want  of  sincerity.  I  should 
be  very  proud  to  be  drubb’d  in  England  for  my  insolence  and  ill- 
breeding. 

Harriet.  Well,  I  hope  you’ll  soon  be  drubb’d  to  your  heart’s 
content.  When  we  revisit  our  own  country,  you  shall  have  all 
my  interest  towards  the  accomplishment  of  your  wish.  Mean¬ 
while,  do  me  the  favour  to  make  further  inquiry  about  this  same 
flag  of  truce,  and  bring  an  account  of  what  shall  pass,  to  my  cabin, 
where  I  shall  wait  for  you  with  the  utmost  impatience.  [_exeunt. 

SCENE  VIII. 

block,  and  another  seaman. 

Bloch.  Smite  my  limbs,  Sam,  if  die  lieftenant  do  clap  her  aboard, 
here  is  no  plunder  j  nothing  but  rags  and  vermine  as  the  saying  is. 
We  shall  share  nothing  but  the  guns  and  the  head  money,  if  you 
call  those  heads  that  have  no  bodies  belonging  to  'urn. — Mind  that 
there  scarecrow — see  how  his  cloth  hangs  in  the  wind — adzooks  t 
the  fellow  has  got  no  stowage  ;  he’s  all  upper  work  and  head-sail  : 
I’ll  be  damn’d  if  die  first  hard  squall  don’t  blow  him  into  the  air 
like  the  peeling  of  an  onion 
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Brush,  to  him.  Heh  ? — how  ! — no  sure  ! — Yes  faith  but  it  is — 
.Odso  !  cousin  Block,  who  thought  to  meet  with  you  among  tire 
French  ? 

Block.  What  cheer,  ho  ?  How  does  mother  Margery  ?  Meet 
me  among  the  French  !  Agad  !  I’d  never  desire  better  pastime, 
than  to  be  among  ’em  with  a  good  cutlash  in  my  hand,  and  a  brace 
of  pistols  in  my  girdle.  Why,  look  you,  brother,  hearing  as  how 
you  and  your  mistress  were  wind-bound,  we  are  come  along-side  to 
tow  you  into  the  offing 

Brush.  The  Lord  reward  you,  cousin  :  but  what  if  this  damn’d 
Frenchman  should  refuse  to  part  with  us  ? 

Block.  Why  then  Lieftenant  Lyon  is  a  cruising  to  windward  of 
that  there  head-land ;  he’ll  be  along-side  in  half  a  glass,  full  under 
your  stern,  clap  his  helm  a  starboard,  rake  you  fore  and  aft,  an 
send  the  Frenchman  and  every  soul  on  board  to  the  devil,  in  the 
turning  of  a  handspike. 

Brush.  The  devil  he  will !  But,  cousin,  what  must  become  of 
me  then  ? 

Block.  Thereafter  as  it  may  be — You  must  take  your  hap,  I  do 
suppose.  We  sailors  never  mind  those  things.  Every  shot  has  its 
commission,  d’ye  see — we  must  all  die  one  time,  as  the  saying  is 
— if  you  go  down  now,  it  may  save  your  going  aloft  another  time, 
brother. 

Brush.  O  !  curse  your  comfort. 

Block.  Heark  ye,  brother,  this  -is  a  cold  morning — have  you 
picked  up  never  a  runlet  along  shore  ?  What  d’ye  say  to  a  slug  ? 

Brush.  Slug  ! — O,  I  understand  you. 

[fetches  a  keg  of  brandy ,  which  Block  sets  to  his  head 

Block.  Right  Nantz,  strike  my  topsails  ! — Odds  heart  !  this  i9 
the  only  thing  in  France  that  agrees  with  an  Englishman’s  consti¬ 
tution.  Let  us  drink  out  their  brandy,  and  then  knock  out  their 
brains.  This  is  the  way  to  demolish  the  spirit  of  the  French.  An 
Englishman  will  fight  at  a  minute’s  warning,  brother ;  but  a  French¬ 
man’s  heart  must  be  buoyed  up  with  brandy.  No  more  keg,  no 
more  courage. 

Brush.  T’other  pull  cousin. 

Block.  Avast,  avast — no  more  canvass  than  we  can  carry — we 
know  the  trim  of  our  own  vessel — Smite  my  cross  trees  !  we  begin 
to  yaw  already — Hiccup. 

Brush.  Odso  !  our  commander  is  coming  upon  deck  to  give  au¬ 
dience  to  your  midshipman. 

Block,  Steady.  [exeunt. 


478 


THE  REPRISAL. 


SCENE  IX. 

CHAMPIGNON,  OCLABBBR,  MACLAYMORE,  BRUSH;  JACK 
haulyard,  an  English  midship  man . 

Champignon.  Eh  bien,  monsieur,  qui  souhaite  il  ? 

Haulyard.  Anan,  monseer  sweat  ye  ! — Agad  !  I  believe,  if  we 
come  along  side  of  you,  we’ll  make  you  all  sweat. 

Maolaymore.  That’s  mair  than  ye  can  tell,  my  lad — ye  may  gar 
me  sweat  with  fetching :  but  it’s  no  in  your  breeks  to  gar  me  sweat 
with  fear. 

Oclaller.  You  may  sweat  me  after  I’m  dead,  honey  ;  but,  by 
the  blessed  virgin  !  you  shall  not  sweat  roe  alive  ;  and  so  you  may 
be  after  delivering  your  message,  gra. 

Haulyard.  If  it  wa’n’t  for  such  as  you  that  shew  your  own 
country  the  fore  top-sail,  wold  our  enemy’s  cable,  and  man  their 
quarters,  they  would  never  ride  out  the  gale,  or  dare  to  shew  their 
colours  at  sea  :  but,  howsomever,  we’ll  leave  that  bowling  i’  the 
block,  as  the  saying  is.  If  so  be  as  how  that  there  Frenchman  is 
commander  of  this  here  vessel,  I  have  orders  from  my  officer  to 
demand  an  English  young  woman,  with  all  her  baggage  and  thing¬ 
umbobs,  that  he  took  yesterday  out  of  a  pleasure-boat,  belonging 
to  one  Mr.  Heartly  of  Dorsetshire,  who  slipped  the  painter  this 
morning. 

Champignon.  Mardy  !  de  commission  be  very  peremptoire  ! — 
ecoute  mon  ami,  vat  you  call  monsieur  your  commandant  ? 

Haulyard.  I  don’t  take  in  your  palaver,  not  I  ;  and  mayhap  you 
don’t  know  my  lingo ;  but,  egad  !  we’ll  soon  make  you  under¬ 
stand  plain  English. 

Oclaller.  Monsieur  Champignon  wants  to  know  who  is  your 
commanding  officer,  honey. 

Haulyard.  Who  should  it  be,  but  Lieftenant  Lyon  of  the  Triton 
man  oi  v\  ar  of  sixty  guns  !  as  bold  a  heart  as  ever  crack’d  biscuit. 

Champignon.  Bon  ! — suppose  dat  I  refuse  de  command  of  Mon¬ 
sieur  Lionne  ? 

Haulyard.  Suppose  ! — if  you  do,  he’ll  run  you  along  side,  yard 
arm  and  yard  arm,  and  blow  you  out  of  the  water  ;  that’s  all. 

Champignon.  By  gar  1  he’ll  find  himself  mistaken  ;  here  is  not 
vater  for  one  sixty  gun  ship  (aside).  Heark  you  me,  monsieur, 
vat  is  your  name,  tell  Monsieur  Lionne  dat  I  am  called  Michael 
Sanson  Goluat  de  Champiguon,  marquis  de  Vermisseau  dat  I  ave 
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de  honeur  to  serve  de  king  ;  dat  fear  be  one  bagatelle  of  which  I 
ave  de  mepris  ;  dat  I  regard  you  ambassade  as  de  galimatias  ;  dat 
my  courage  suffice  to  attack  one  whole  Englis  escadre  ;  and  dat  if 
Monsieur  Lionne  be  disposed  to  rendre  moi  un  visite,  I  shall  ave 
de  glorie  to  chastise  his  presomption  ;  so  I  permitte  you  go  your 
way. 

Maclaymore.  Dissentio. — Bide  you,  billy — there’s  nae  clerk 
here,  I  trow — weel,  Lieutenant  Oclabber,  I  tak  instruments  in 
your  haund  against  the  proceedings  of  Captain  Champignon,  wha 
has  incarcerate  the  English  leddy,  contrair  to  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations.  Now,  cocky,  ye  may  gang  about  your  business  :  when 
you  come  back,  I’se  tauk  with  you  in  another  style. 

Oclalber.  For  my  own  part,  honey,  I  shall  be  after  shewing  you 
some  diversion  in  the  way  of  my  duty  ;  but  I  taake  you  to  witness 
that  I  have  no  hand  in  detaining  the  lady,  wo  is  plaised  to  favour 
us  with  her  company  against  her  own  consent,  gra. 

Haulyard.  Mayhap  you  may  trust  to  your  shoal  water — if  you 
do,  you’re  taken  all  aback,  brother;  for  Lieftenant  Lyon  com¬ 
mands  a  tender  of  twelve  guns,  and  fifty  stout  hands,  that  draws 
less  than  this  here  frigate  by  the  streak — and — heh  ! — agad  !  yon¬ 
der  she  comes  round  the  point  with  a  ffowhig  sail — B’w’ye,  Mon¬ 
seer  Champignon  !  all  hands  to  quarters  ;  up  with  your  white  rag  ; 
I  doubt  my  officer  and  I  will  taste  some  of  your  soup  meagre  by 
jhat  time  you  pipe  to  dinner.  [exit, 

SCENE  X. 

CHAMPIGNON,  OCLABBER,  MACLAYMORE,  BRUSH. 

Champignon.  Mort  de  ma  vie  !  je  ne  vous  attendois  par  sitot, 
a  quelle  cote  faut  il  que  je  me  tourne  ?  sacrebleu  !  [aside.'] 
Messieurs,  I  demand  your  counseil ;  you  protest  against  my 
condnite  ;  if  you  tink  me  ave  done  de  injustice,  you  vil  find  me 
tout  a  fait  raisonable  ;  we  render  mademoiselle  to  de  Englis  ;  for 
I  judge  it  bien  mal-a-propos  to  engage  de  enemi,  vere  de  spirit  of 
contradiction  reign  among  ourselves. 

Oclalber.  Faith  and  troth  !  my  dear,  the  contradiction  is  all 
over  ;  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  station  your  men  ;  and  as  for 
Mr.  Maclaymore  and  my  own  shelf,  the  English  cannon  may 
make  our  legs  and  arms  play  at  loggerhead  in  the  air,  honey,  but 
we’ll  stand  by  you  for  the  glory  of  France,  in  spite  of  the  devil 
and  all  his  works,  gra. 
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Maclaymore.  Never  fash  your  noddle  about  me  j  conscience 
1’se  no  be  the  first  to  cry  barley. 

Oclabber.  Ensign  Maclaymore,  I  order  you  to  go  and  take  post 
session  of  the  forecastle  with  your  division,  honey.  I  wish  they 
may  stand  fire  till  your  all  knock’d  o’  the  head,  gra;  but  I’m  afraid 
they’re  no  better  than  dunghills  ;  for  they  were  raised  from  the 
canaille  of  Paris.  And  now  I’ll  go  and  put  the  young  lady  below 
water,  where  she  may  laugh  in  her  own  sleeve,  gra ;  for  if  the 
ship  should  be  blown  up  in  the  engagement,  she  is  no  more 
than  a  passenger,  you  know  ;  and  then  she’ll  be  released  without 
jansom. 

Brush.  God  bless  you,  Captain  Oclabber,  for  your  generosity 
to  my  poor  lady  :  I  was  ordered  by  my  master  to  give  her  close 
attendance  ;  and  though  I  have  a  great  curiosity  to  see  the  battle. 
Miss  Harriet  must  by  no  means  be  left  alone. 

[exeunt  Oclaller,  Maclaymore,  and  Brush. 

SCENE  XI. 

Champignon.  Ventre  saingris !  que  ferai-je  !  Je  me  sens  tout 
embrouille — ces  autre  Anglois  sont  si  precipites  !  que  diable  les 
\  etoufte.  Allons  !  Aux  armes  !  matelots — mes  enfans!  chardon — 
chison — ortie — fumiere — 1’bibou — la  faim — allons — vite,  vite — 
aux  armies  1  [a  crew  of  tatterdemallions  i~unning  up  and  down  the 
deck  in  confusion — the  noise  of  cannon  and  musketry. A  mon  bon 
dieu  !  ayez  pitie  de  moi  encore — qu’  on  m’  apporte  de  1’eau  de 
vie.  Ah  miserable  pecneur  ! — -je  suis  mort! — je  suis  enterre!  — 
ah !  voila  assez  mes  enfans — cessez — desistez — il  faut  amener — 
Monsieur  O-claw-bear — Lieutenant  O-claw-bear  ! 

SCENE  XII. 

Oclaller.  Holloa!  [behind  the  scenes. 

Champignon.  Laissez — laissez — leave  off  your  fire — de  enntmi 
be  too  strong — we  ave  abaissee  le  drapeau — 1  command  you  leave 
oif — 

Oclaller.  Leave  off!  arrah  for  what  ? 

Champignon.  De  ennemi  vil  accord  no  quartier. 

Oclaller.  Devil  burn  your  quarter  ! — what  signifies  quarter 
when  we’re  all  kill’d? — The  men  are  lying  along  the  deck  like  so 
many  paise  ;  and  there  is  such  an  abominable  stench  gra — by  my 
shoul !  I  believe  they  were  all  rotten  before  they  died.  [Coming 
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upon  the  stage .]  Arrah  mon  deaul !  I  believe  the  English  have 
made  a  compact  with  the  devil  to  do  such  execution  j  for  my  ensign 
has  lost  all  his  men  too  but  the  piper,  and  they  two  have  cleared 
the  forecastle  sword  in  hand. 

Brush,  in  great  trepidation.  O  Lord  !  Mr.  Oclabber,  your  ensign 
is  playing  the  devil — hacking  and  hewing  about  him  like  a  fury  ; 
for  the  love  of  God  interpose ;  my  master  is  come  aboard,  and  if 
they  should  meet,  there  will  be  murder  ! 

Oclabber.  By  my  shoul!  J  know  he  has  a  regard  for  Mr.  Heart- 
ly,  and  if  he  kills  him  it  will  be  in  the  way  of  friendship,  honey  ; 
howsomever,  if  there’s  any  mischief  done.  I’ll  go  and  prevent  it. 

,  [exit  Oclabber. 

SCENE  XXII. 

CHAMPIGNON,  LIEUTENANT  LYON,  HEARTLY,  HAOLYARD, 

brush,  block,  and  English  sailors. 

Champignon,  throwing  himself  on  his  knees,  and  presenting  his 
%<tvord.  Ah  !  misericorde,  Monsieur  Artlie,  quartier — quartier, 
pour  1’amour  de  Dieu  ! 

Heartly.  I  havp  no  time  to  mind  such  trifles — where  is  my 
Harriet ! 

Brush.  I’ll  shew  you  the  way  to  the  poor  solitary  pigeon — 
master,  this  is  a  happy  day  !  [exeunt  Heartly  and  Brush. 

SCENE  XIV. 

0  CLABBER,  MACLAYMORE,  LIEUTENANT  LYON,  HAULYABB, 
CHAMTIGNON,  &C. 

Oclabber  delivering  his  sword.  Gentlemen  your’s  is  the  fortune 
of  the  day.  You  ought  to  be  kind  to  us,  for  we  have  given  you 
very  little  trouble.  Our  commander  there  is  a  very  shivil  person, 
gra  j  he  don’t  turst  after  the  blood  of  his  enemy.  As  for  the  sol¬ 
diers,  I  shall  say  nothing  ;  but  upon  my  shoul !  now  they’re  the 
nimblest  dead  men  I  ever  saw  in  the  days  of  my  life  !  about  two 
irinutes  agone  they  were  lying  like  so  many  slaughtered  sheep, 
and  now  they  are  all  scamper'd  oft" about  their  business. 

Maclaymore.  As  1  sail  answer,  it’s  a  black  burning  shame  !  and 
I  hope  the  king  will  order  them  to  be  decimated,  that  is,  every, 
tenth  man  to  be  hanged,  in,  terrorem. 
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Oclaller,  By  my  shalvation  !  if  the  king  will  take  my  advice* 
every  single  man  of  them  shall  be  decimated. 

SCENE  THE  LAST. 

To  them  heartly,  leading  in  Harriet. 

Hearth],  embracing  Oclaller  and  Maclaymore.  Gentlemen,  I’m 
heartily  glad  of  having  an  opportunity  to  return,  in  some  measure* 
the  civilities  you  have  shewn  to  this  young  lady.  Mr.  Lyon,  I  beg 
you’ll  order  their  swords  to  be  restored  ;  they  were  in  no  shape 
accessory  to  our  grievances. 

Oclaller  receiving  his  sword.  Mr.  Lyon,  your  extremely  polite  ; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  never  die  till  I  have  an  opportunity  to  return  the 
compliment.  Madam,  I  wish  you  joy  of  our  misfortune,  with  all 
my  shoul. 

Lyon.  I  an’t  used  to  make  speeches,  madam,  but  I’m  very  glad 
it  was  in  my  power  to  serve  such  a  fine  lady,  especially  as  my  old 
schoolfellow  Heartly  is  so  much  concerned  in  your  deliverance. 
As  for  this  fair-weather  spark,  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  if  he 
can’t  shew  a  commission  authorizing  him  to  make  depredations  on 
the  English,  I  shall  order  him  to  be  hoisted  up  to  the  yard’s  arm 
by  the  neck,  as  a  pirate  ;  but  if  he  can  produce  his  orders,  he  shall 
be  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  though  not  before  he  has  restored 
what  he  pilfered  from  you  and  Mr.  Heartly. 

Harriet.  At  that  rate,  I’m  afraid  I  shall  lose  an  admirer.  You 
see,  Monsieur  de  Champignon,  the  old  proverb  fulfilled  ;  ‘  Hang¬ 
ing  and  marriage  go  by  destiny ;’  yet  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
occasion  even  the  death  of  a  sinner. 

Champignon.  Madame,  I  implore  your  pitie  and  clemence  ; 
Monsieur  Artlie,  I  am  one  pauvre  miserable,  not  worth  your  re¬ 
vanche. 

Enter  Bloch  drunh ,  with  a  portmanteau  on  his  shoulder. 

Bloch.  Thus  and  no  neaf — bear  a  hand,  my  hearts — [ Lays  it 
down,  opens  it,  takes  out  and  puts  on  a  tawdry  suit  of  Champignon’s 
clothes .  j  By  your  leave,  Tinsey — Odds  heart !  these  braces  are  so 
tort,  I  must  keep  my  yards  square,  as  the  saying  is. 

Lyon.  Alley!  what  the  devil  have  we  got  here?  how  now. 
Block  ? 

Bloch.  All’s  fair  plunder  between  decks — we  ha’n’t  broke  bulk. 
I’ll  assure  you — stand  clear — I’ll  soon  overhaul  the  rest  of  the 
cargo.  [Pulls  out  a  long  leather  queue  with  red  rillons.']  What’s 
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here  ?  the  tiller  of  a  monkey! — ’sblood  the  fellow  has  no  more 
brains  than  a  noddy,  to  leave  the  red  ropes  hanging  over  his 
stern,  whereby  the  enemy  may  board  him  on  the  poop.  [ The  next 
thing  that  appears,  is  a  very  coarse  canvas  shirt,  with  very  fine 
laced  ruffles.']  This  here  is  the  right  trim  of  a  Frenchman — all 
gingerbread  work,  flourish  and  compliment  aloft,  and  all  rags  and 
rottenness  alow.  [ Draws  out  a  plume  of  feathers.]  Adzooks! 
this  is  Monsieur’s  vane,  that,  like  his  fancy,  veers  with  every  puff 
to  all  the  points  of  the  compass — Hark’ye,  Sam — the  nob  must 
needs  be  damnably  light  that’s  rigged  with  such  a  deal  of  feather. 
The  French  are  so  well  fledg’d,  no  wonder  they  are  so  ready  to  fly. 

Finds  a  poclzet-glass,  a  paper  of  rouge  and  Spanish  wool,  with 
which  he  daubs  his  face. ]  Swing  the  swivel-ey’d  son  of  a  whore ! 
he  fights  under  false  colours,  like  a  pirate — here’s  a  lubberly  dog, 
he  dares  not  shew  his  own  face  to  the  weather. 

Champignon.  Ah  !  Monsieur  de  Belokke,  ave  compassion — 

Block.  Don’t  be  afraid.  Frenchman — you  see  I  have  hoisted  your 
jacket,  thof  I  struck  your  ensign — we  Englishmen  never  cut 
throats  in  cold  blood:  the  best  way  of  beating  the  French  is  to  spare 
all  their  Shampinions — Odd’s  heart!  I  would  all  their  commanders 
were  of  your  trim,  brother;  we’d  soon  have  the  French  navy  at 
Spithead. 

Lyon.  But,  in  the  meantime,  I  shall  have  you  to  the  gangway, 
you  drunken  swab. 

Block.  Swab!  I  did  swab  the  forecastle  clear  of  the  enemy,  that 
I  must  confess. 

Lyon.  None  of  your  jaw,  you  lubber. 

Block.  Lubber  ! — man  and  boy,  twenty  years  in  the  service — 
lubber! — Ben  Block  was  the  man  that  taught  thee,  Tom  Lyon,  to 
hand,  reef,  and  steer — so  much  for  the  service  of  Old  England ; 
but,  go  thy  ways,  Ben,  thy  timbers  are  crazy,  thy  planks  are 
started,  and  thy  bottom  is  foul:  I  have  seen  the  day  when  thou 
wouldst  have  shewn  thy  colours  with  the  best  o’un. 

Lyon.  Peace,  porpuss. 

Block.  1  am  a  porpUss ;  for  I  spout  salt-water  d’ye  see.  I’ll  be 
damn’d  if  grief  and  sorrow  ha’n’t  set  my  eye-pumps  a-going. 

Harriet.  Come,  Mr.  Block,  I  must  make  you  friends  with 
Lieutenant  Lyon.  As  he  has  been  your  pupil,  he  must  be  an  able 
navigator ;  and  this  is  no  time  for  our  able  seamen  to  fall  out  among 
themselves. 
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Block.  Why,  look  ye  here,  mistress*  I  must  confess,  how  he’s 
as  brisk  a  seaman  as  ever  greas’d  a  marlinspike — I’ll,  turn’un  a-drift 
with  e’er  a  he  that  reefed  a  foresail — A  will  fetch  up  his  leeway 
with  a  wet  sail,  as  the  saying  is — and  as  for  my  own  part,  d’ye  see, 
I  have  stood  by  him  with  my  blood — and  my  heart — and  my  liver, 
in  all  weathers — blow  h  igh — blow  low. 

Harriet.  Well,  I  hope  you’ll  live  to  see  and  sail  with  him  as  an 
admiral. 

Block.  I  doubt  a  must  be  hove  down  first,  keel  out  of  the  water, 
mistress,  and  be  well  scrubbed,  d’ye  see,  then  a  may  to  sea  when 

a  wool,  and  hoist  the  union  flag. - Stand  clear  John  Frenchman 

— ‘  The  Royal  Sovereign  of  England  will  ride  triumphant  over  the 
*  waves,’  as  the  song  goes. 

Lyon.  And  now  for  you.  Monsieur  Champignon. 

Champignon.  Monsieur  Lionne,  I  ave  not  altogether  contra¬ 
dicted,  but,  perhaps,  a  little  exceed  my  orders,  which  were  to 
take  one  English  chaloupe  for  intelligence. 

Heartly.  Well,  I’m  persuaded,  Mr.  Lyon  will  not  be  very  se¬ 
vere  in  his  scrutiny ;  and,  to  shew  that  we  Englishmen  can  forgive 
injuries,  and  fight  without  malice,  give  me  your  hand — I  can’t 
part  with  my  mistress ;  but  in  other  respects,  I  am  Monsieur  de 
Champignon’s  humble  servant. 

Lyon.  I  was  once  taken  by  the  French,  who  used  me  nobly. 
I’m  a  witness  of  their  valour,  and  an  instance  of  their  politeness; 
but  there  are  Champignons  in  every  service.  While  France  uses 
us  like  friends,  we  will  return  her  civilities  :  when  she  breaks  her 
treaties,  and  grows  insolent,  we  will  drub  her  over  to  her  good 
behaviour — Jack  Haulyard,  you  have  got  a  song  to  the  purpose, 
that  won’t,  I  believe,  be  disagreeable  to  the  company. 
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SONG. 

i. 

Behold  !  my  brave  Britons,  the  fair  springing  gale 
Fill  a  bumper  and  toss  off"  your  glasses : 

Buss  and  part  with  your  frolicsome  lasses ; 
Then  aboard  and  unfurl  the  wide-flowing-sail. 

CHORUS. 

While  British  oak  beneath  us  rolls, 

And  English  courage  fires  our  souls, 

T o  crown  our  toils,  the  fates  decree 
The  wealth  and  empire  of  the  sea. 

ii. 

Our  canvass  and  cares  to  the  winds  we  display. 
Life  and  fortune  we  cheerfully  venture; 

And  we  laugh,  and  we  quaff,  and  we  banter; 
Nor  think  of  to  morrow  while  sure  of  to-day. 

CHORUS. 

While  British  oa  ,  See. 

hi. 

The  streamers  of  France  at  a  distance  appear ! 

We  must  mind  other  music  than  catches; 
Man  our  quarters,  and  handle  our  matches: 
Our  cannon  produce,  and  for  battle  prepare. 

CHORUS. 

While  British  oak,  &c. 

IV. 

Engender’d  in  smoke,  and  deliver’d  in  flame, 
British  vengeance  rolls  loud  as  the  thunder 
Let  the  vault  of  the  sky  burst  asunder. 

So  victory  follows  with  riches  and  fame. 

CHORUS. 

While  British  oak  beneath  us  rolls. 

And  English  courage  fires  our  souls ; 

To  crown  our  toils,  the  Fates  decree 
The  wealth  and  empire  of  the  sea. 


EPILOGUE. 


.Ave — now  I  C2n  with  pleasure  look  around, 

Safe  as  I  am,  thank  Heav’n  on  English  ground — 

In  a  dark  dungeon  to  be  stow’d  away, 

Mid’st  roaring,  thund’ring,  danger,  and  dismay; 

Expos’d  to  fire  and  water,  sword,  and  bullet — 

Might  damp  the  heart  of  any  virgin  pullet — 

I  dread  to  think  what  might  have  come  to  pass. 

Had  not  the  British  Lyon  quelld  the  Gallic  ass— 

By  Champignon  a  wretched  victim  led 
To  cloister'd  cell,  or  more  detested  bed, 

My  day's  in  pray'r  and  fasting  I  had  spent : 

As  nun  or  wife,  alike  a  penitent. 

His  gallantry,  so  confident  and  eager. 

Had  prov’d  a  mess  of  delicate  soup — maigre; 

To  bootless  longings  I  had  fallen  a  martyr  : 

But  heav’n  be  prais’d,  the  Frenchman  caught  a  tartar. 

Yet  soft — our  author’s  fate  you  must  decree  : 

Shall  he  come  safe  to  port,  or  sink  at  sea  ? 

"^our  sentence,  sweet  or  bitter,  soft  or  sore, 

Floats  his  frail  bark,  or  runs  it  bump  ashore. 

Ye  wits  above  restrain  your  awful  thunder  : 

In  his  first  cruise,  ’twere  pity  he  should  founder,  [to  the  gallery t 

Safe  from  your  shot  he  fears  no  other  foe, 

Nor  gulf,  but  that  which  horrid  yawns  below,  [fo  the  fit: 

The  bravest  chiefs,  ev’n  Hannibal  and  Cato, 

Have  here  been  tam’d  with — pippin  and  potatoe. 

Our  bard  embarks  in  a  more  Christian  cause ; 

He  craves  net  mercy ;  but  he  claims  applause. 

His  pen  against  the  hostile  French  is  drawn, 

Who  damns  him  is  no  Antigallican. 

Indulg’d,  with  fav’ring  gales  and  smiling  skies, 

Hereafter  he  may  board  a  richer  prize. 

But  if  this  welkin  angry  clouds  deform,  [looting  round  the  house. 

And  hollow  groans  portend  the  approaching  storm  : 

Should  the  descending  show’rs  of  hail  redouble,  [f«  the  gallery. 

And  these  rough  billows  hiss,  and  boil,  and  bubble,  [to  the  fit ; 

He’ll  launch  no  more  on  such  fell  seas  of  trouble. 


ADVICE  AND  REPROOF  s 


TWO  SATIRES. 


First  published  in  the  years  1746  and  IJ47* 


■  • — Sed  podice  levi, 

Cseduntur  tumid®  medico  ridente  Marisc® - 

O  Proceres!  censore  opus  est  an  haruspice  nobis ?  Juvenal. 

— — — —  nam  quis 

Peccandi  finem  posuit  sibi  ?  quando  recepit 

Ejectum  semel  attrita  de  fronte  ruborem  i  ibid« 


ADVICE  :  A  SATIRE. 

POET,  FRIEND. 

Poet.  Enough,  enough  ;  all  this  we  knew  before  3 
’Tis  infamous,  I  grant  it,  to  be  poor  : 

And  who  so  much  to  sense  and  glory  lost. 

Will  hug  the  curse  that  not  one  joy  can  boast ! 

From  the  pale  hag,  O  !  could  I  once  break  loose 3 
Divorc’d,  all  hell  should  not  re-tie  the  noose  ! 

Not  with  more  care  shall  H - avoid  his  wife. 

Not  Cope  fly  swifter,  lashing  for  his  life  3 
Than  I  to  leave  the  meagre  fiend  behind.  - 

Friend.  Exert  your  talents  3  nature,  ever  kind,  10 

Enough  for  happiness,  bestows  on  all ; 

’Tis  sloth  or  pride  that  finds  her  gifts  too  small — 

Why  sleeps  the  muse  ! - Is  there  no  room  for  praise. 

When  such  bright  names  in  constellation  blaze  ? 

Ver.  8.  A  general  famous  for  an  expeditious  retreat,  though  not  quite  so 
deliberate  as  that  of  the  ten  thousand  Greeks  from  Persia  j  having  unfortu¬ 
nately  forgot  to  bring  his  army  along  with  him. 
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Advice  ; 


When  sage  Newcastle,  abstinently  great. 

Neglects  his  food  to  cater  for  the  state  ; 

And  Grafton,  tow’ ring  Atlas  of  the  throne, 

So  well  rewards  a  genius  like  his  own  : 

Granville  and  Bath  illustrious,  need  I  name 

For  sober  dignity  and  spotless  fame  ;  20 

Or  Pitt,  th’  unshaken  Abdiel  yet  unsung  : 

Thy  candour,  Cholm’dly  !  and  thy  truth  O  Yonge  ! 

Poet.  Th’  advice  is  good  ;  the  question  only,  whether 
These  names  and  virtues  ever  dwelt  together  ? 

But  what  of  that  ?  the  more  the  bard  shall  claim. 

Who  cen  create  as  well  as  cherish  fame. 

But  one  thing  more, — how  loud  must  I  repeat. 

To  rouse  th’  engag’d  attention  of  the  great  ? 

Amus’d,  perhaps,  with  C - ’s  prolific  bum, 

Or  rapt  amidst  the  transports  of  a  drum  ;  30 

While  the  grim  porter  watches  ev’ry  door, 

Stern  foe  to  tradesmen,  poets,  and  the  poor. 

Tli’  Hesperian  dragon  not  more  fierce  and  fell ; 

Nor  the  gaunt  growling  janitor  of  hell. 

Ev’n  Atticus  (so  walls  the  voice  of  fate), 

Enshrines  in  clouded  majesty,  his  state } 

Ver.  15.  Alluding  to  the  philosophical  contempt  which  this  great  person¬ 
age  manifested  for  the  sensual  delights  of  the  stomach. 

Ver  17  This  noble  peer,  remarkable  for  sublimity  of  parts,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  lord  chamberlain,  conferred  the  laureat  on  Colley  Cibber,  esquire,  a 
delectable  bard,  whose  character  has  already  employed,  together  with  his 
own,  the  greatest  pens  of  the  age. 

Ver.  19.  Two  noblemen  famous  in  their  day,  for  nothing  more  than  their 
fortitude  in  bearing  the  scorn  and  reproach  of  their  country. 

Ver.  21.  Abdiel,  according  to  Milton,  was  the  only  seraph  that  preserved 
his  integrity  in  the  midst  of  corruption  : — 

Among  the  innummcrable  false,  unmov'd. 

Unshaken,  unseduced,  unterrify ’d — 

Ver.  29.  This  alludes  to  a  phenomenon,  not  more  strange  than  true.  The 
person  here  meant,  having  actually  laid  upwards  of  forty  eggs,  as  several 
physicians  and  fellows  of  the  Royal  society  can  attest ;  one  of  whom,  we 
hear,  has  undertaken  the  incubation,  and  will,  no  doubt,  favour  the  world, 
with  an  account  of  his  success.  Some  virtuosi  affirm,  that  such  productions 
must  be  the  effect  of  a  certain  intercourse  of  organs  not  fit  to  be  named. 

Ver.  30.  Z  his  is  a  riotous  assembly  of  fashionable  people,  of  both  sexes,  at 
a  private  house,  consisting  of  some  hundreds  ;  not  unaptly  styled  a  drum, 
from  the  noise  and  emptiness  of  the  entertainment.  There  are  also  drum- 
majrr,  rout,  tempest,  and  hurricane,  differing  only  in  degrees  of  multitude 
and  uproar,  as  the  significant  name  of  each  declares. 
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Nor  to  th’  adoring  crowd  vouchsafes  regard, 

Though  priests  adore,  and  ev’ry  priest  a  bard. 

Shall  I  then  follow  with  the  venal  tribe, 

And  on  the  threshold  the  base  mongrel  bribe  ?  40 

Bribe  him,  to  feast  my  mute  imploring  eye, 

With  some  proud  lord,  who  smiles  a  gracious  lie! 

A  lie  to  captivate  my  heedless  youth, 

Degrade  my  talents,  and  debauch  my  truth  ; 

While  fool’d  with  hope,  revolves  my  joyless  day 
And  friends,  and  fame,  and  fortune,  fleet  away  $ 

Till  scandalj  indigence,  and  scorn,  my  lot. 

The  dreary  jail  entombs  me,  where  I  rot ! 

Is  there,  ye  varnish’d  ruffians  of  the  state  ! 

Not  one,  among  the  millions  whom  ye  cheat,  50 

Who,  while  he  totters  on  the  brink  of  woe. 

Dares,  ere  he  falls,  attempt  th’  avenging  blow  ! 

A  steady  blow  !  his  languid  soul  to  feast  $ 

And  rid  his  country  of  one  curse  at  least  ? 

Friend.  What !  turn  assassin  ? 

Poet.  Let  th’  assassin  bleed  , 

My  fearless  verse  shall  justify  the  deed. 

’Tis  he,  who  lures  th’  unpractis’d  mind  astray, 

Then  leaves  the  wretch  to  misery  a  prey  $ 

Perverts  the  race  of  virtue  just  begun, 

And  stabs  the  public  in  her  ruin’d  son.  60 

Friend.  Heav’ns  how  you  rail !  the  man’s  consum’d  by  spite 
If  Lockman’s  fate  attends  you,  when  you  write  ; 

Let  prudence  more  propitious  arts  inspire  : 

The  lower  still  you  crawl,  you’ll  climb  the  higher. 

Go  then,  with  ev’ry  supple  virtue  stor’d. 

And  thrive,  the  favour’d  valet  of  my  lord. 

Is  that  denied  ?  a  boon  more  humble  crave  } 

And  minister  to  him  who  serves  a  slave  : 

Be  sure  you  fasten  on  promotion’s  scale  ; 

Ev’n  if  you  seize  some  footman  by  the  tad  :  70 

Th’  ascent  is  easy,  and  the  prospect  clear, 

From  the  smirch’d  scullion  to  th’  embroider’d  peer. 

Th’  ambitious  drudge  preferr’d,  postillion  rides, 

Advanc’d  again,  the  chair  benighted  guides  ; 

Ver.  6a.  To  be  little  read,  and  less  approved. 
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ADVICE  : 


Here  doom’d,  if  nature  strung  his  sinewy  frame. 

The  slave  (perhaps)  of  some  insatiate  dame  ; 

But  if  exempted  from  th’  Herculean  toil, 

A  fairer  field  awaits  him,  rich  with  spoil ; 

There  shall  he  shine,  with  mingling  honours  bright. 

His  master’s pathic,  pimp,  and  parasite;  SO 

Then  strut  a  captain,  if  his  wish  be  war. 

And  grasp  in  hope,  a  truncheon  and  a  star  : 

Or  if  the  sweets  of  peace  his  soul  allure. 

Bask  at  his  ease  in  some  warm  sinecure  ; 

His  fate  in  consul,  clerk,  or  agent,  vary. 

Or  cross  the  seas,  an  envoy’s  secretary  : 

Compos’d  of  falsehood,  ignorance,  and  pride, 

A  prostrate  sycophant  shall  rise  a  L-*— d  : 

And  won  from  kennels  to  th’  impure  embrace. 

Accomplish’d  Warren  triumph  o’er  disgrace.  $0 

Pott.  Eternal  infamy  his  name  surround. 

Who  planted  first  that  vice  on  British  ground  ! 

A  vice  that  spite  of  sense  and  nature  reigns. 

And  poisons  genial  love,  and  manhood  stains ! 

Pollio  1  the  pride  of  science  and  its  shame, 

The  muse  weeps  o’er  thee,  while  she  brands  thy  name  ! 
Abhorrent  views  that  prostituted  groom, 

Th’  indecent  grotto  and  polluted  doom  ! 

There  only  may  the  spurious  passion  glow, 

Where  not  one  laurel  decks  the  caitiff’s  brow,  100 

Obscene  with  crimes  avow’d,  of  every  dye, 

Corruption,  lust,  oppression,  perjury  : 

Let  Chardin,  with  a  chaplet  round  his  head. 

The  taste  of  Maro  and  Anacreon  plead, 

‘  Sir,  Flaccus  knew  to  live  as  well  as  write, 

*  And  kept,  like  me,  two  boys  array’d  in  white.’ 

Ver.  88.  This  child  of  dirt  (to  use  a  great  author’s  expression),  without 
any  other  quality  than  grovelling  adulation,  has  arrived  at  the  power  of  in¬ 
sulting  his  betters  every  day. 

Ver.  90.  Another  son  of  fhrtune,  who  owes  his  present  affluence  to  the  most 
infamous  qualifications;  commonly  called  Brush  Warren,  from  having  been 
a  shoe-black.  It  is  said  he  was  kept  by  both  sexes  at  one  time. 

Ver.  103.  This  genial  knight  wore  at  his  own  banquet  a  garland  of  flowers, 
in  imitation  of  the  ancients ;  and  kept  two  rosy  boys  robed  in  white  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  guests. 
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Worthy  to  feel  that  appetence  of  fame 
Which  rivals  Horace  only  in  his  shame  ? 

Let  Isis  wail  in  murmurs,  as  she  runs; 

Her  tempting  fathers,  and  her  yielding  sons  ;  3 10 

While  dulness  screens  the  failings  of  the  church. 

Nor  leaves  one  sliding  rabbi  in  the  lurch  : 

Far  other  raptures  let  the  breast  contain. 

Where,  heav’n-born  taste  and  emulation  reign. 

Friend.  Shall  not  a  thousand  virtues,  then,  atone 
In  thy  strict  censure  for  the  breach  of  one  ? 

If  Bubo  keeps  a  catamite  or  whore, 

His  bounty  feeds  the  beggar  at  his  door  : 

And  though  no  mortal  credits  Curio’s  word, 

A  score  of  lacquies  fatten  at  his  board  :  J.20 

To  Christian  meekness  sacrifice  thy  spleen, 

And  strive  thy  neighbour’s  weaknesses  to  screen. 

Poet.  Scorn’d  be  the  bard,  and  wither’d  all  his  fame. 

Who  wounds  a  brother  weeping  o’er  his  shame  ! 

But  if  an  impious  wretch,  with  frantic  pride. 

Throws  honour,  truth,  and  decency,  aside. 

If  nor  by  reason  aw’d,  nor  check’d  by  fears. 

He  counts  his  glories  from  the  stains  he  bears  ; 

Th’  indignant  muse  to  virtue’s  aid  shall  rise. 

And  fix  the  brand  of  infamy  on  vice.  130 

What  if  arous’d  at  his  imperious  call. 

An  hundred  footsteps  echo  through  his  hall ; 

And  on  high  columns  rear’d  his  lofty  dome 
Proclaims  th’  united  art  of  Greece  and  Home  : 

What  though  whole  hecatombs  his  crew  regale. 

And  each  dependant  slumbers  o'er  his  ale  ; 

While  the  remains  through  mouths  unnumber’d  past. 

Indulge  the  beggar  and  the  dogs  at  last  : 

Ver.  109.  Ih  allusion  to  the  unnatural  orgies  said  to  he  solemnized  on  the 
banks  of  this  river ;  particularly  at  one  place,  where  a  much  greater  sanctity 
of  morals  and  taste  might  be  expected. 

Ver,  hi.  1  his  is  a  decent  and  parental  office,  in  which  dulness  is  employ, 
ed  ;  namely,  to  conceal  the  failings  of  her  children  ;  and  exactly  conformable 
to  that  instance  of  filial  piety  which  we  meet  with  in  the  son  of  Noah,  who 
went  backward  to  cover  the  nakedness  of  his  father,  when  he  lay  exposed, 
from  the  scoffs  and  jpsults  of  a  malicious  world. 
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ADVICE  : 


Say,  friend,  is  it  benevolence  of  soul. 

Or  pompous  vanity,  that  prompts  the  whole  ? 

These  sons  of  sloth,  who  by  profusion  thrive,  -• 

His  pride  inveigled  from  the  public  hive  : 

And  numbers  pine  in  solitary  woe. 

Who  furnish’d  out  this  phantasy  of  show. 

When  silent  misery  assail’d  his  eyes. 

Did  e’er  his  throbbing  bosom  sympathize  ? 

Or  his  extensive  charity  pervade 
To  those  who  languish  in  the  barren  shade. 

Where  oft  by  want  and  modesty  suppress’d. 

The  bootless  talent  warms  the  lonely  breast  ? 

No  !  petrify’d  by  dulness  and  disdain, 

Beyond  the  feeling  of  another’s  pain. 

The  tear  of  pity  ne’er  bedew'd  his  eye. 

Nor  his  lewd  bosom  felt  the  social  sigh  ! 

Friend.  Alike  to  thee  his  virtue  or  his  vice, 

If  his  hand  lib’ral,  owns  thy  merit’s  price. 

Poet.  Sooner  in  hopeless  anguish  would  I  mourn, 
Than  owe  my  fortune  to  the  man  I  scorn  ! — 

What  new  resource  ? 

Friend.  A  thousand  yet  remain. 
That  bloom  with  honours,  or  that  teem/with  gain  : 
These  arts, — are  they  beneath — beyond  thy  care  ? 
Devote  thy  studies  to  th’  auspicious  fair  ; 

Of  truth  divested,  let  thy  tongue  supply 
The  hinted  slander,  and  the  whisper’d  lie  ; 

All  merit  mock,  all  qualities  depress. 

Save  those  that  grace  th’  excelling  patroness  ; 
Trophies  to  her,  on  others’  follies  raise. 

And  heard  with  joy,  by  defamation  praise  : 

To  this  collect  each  faculty  of  face. 

And  ev’ry  feat  perform  of  sly  grimace ; 

Let  the  grave  sneer  sarcastic  speak  thee  shrewd. 
The  smutty  joke  ridiculously  lewd  ; 

And  the  loud  laugh  through  all  its  changes  rung. 
Applaud  th’  abortive  sallies  of  her  tongue  : 

Enroll'd  a  member  in  the  sacred  list. 

Soon  shalt  thou  sharp  in  company,  at  whist; 
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Her  midnight  rites  and  revels  regulate. 

Priest  of  her  love,  and  demon  of  her  hate. 

Poet.  But  say,  what  recompence  for  all  this  waste 
Of  honour,  truth,  attention,  time,  and  taste  ?  ISO 

To  shine  confess’d,  her  zany  and  her  tool, 

And  fall  by  what  I  rose,  low  ridicule  ? 

Again  shall  Handel  raise  his  laurel’d  brow, 

Again  shall  Harmony  with  rapture  glow  1 
The  spells  dissolve,  the  combination  breaks. 

And  Punch  no  longer  Frasi’s  rival  squeaks. 

I/O,  Russell  falls  a  sacrifice  to  whim, 

And  starts  amaz’d  in  Newgate  from  his  dream  : 

With  trembling  hands  implores  their  promis’d  aid  ; 

And  sees  their  favour  like  a  vision  fade  !  1 90 

Is  this-,  ye  faithless  syrens  ! — this  the  joy, 

To  which  your  smiles  th’  unwary  wretch  decoy  ? 

Naked  and  shackled,  on  the  pavement  prone, 

His  mangled  flesh  devouring  from  the  bone  ; 

Rage  in  his  heart,  distraction  in  his  eye  ! 

Rehold,  inhuman  hags !  your  minion  lie  ! 

Behold  his  gay  career  to  ruin  run, 

By  you  seduc’d,  abandon’d,  and  undone  ! 

Rather  in  garret  pent,  secure  from  harm, 

My  muse  with  murders  shall  the  town  alarm  ;  200 

Ver.  177.  These  are  mysteries  performed,  like  those  of  the  Dea  Bona,  by 
females  only  ;  consequently  it  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  here  explain 
them  :  we  have,  notwithstanding,  found  means  to  learn  some  anecdotes  con¬ 
cerning  them,  which  we  shall  reserve  for  another  opportunity. 

Ver.  187.  A  famous  mimic  and  singer.  The  person  here  meant,  by  the 
qualifications  above  described,  had  insinuated  himself  into  the  confidence  of 
certain  ladies  of  quality,  who  engaged  him  to  set  up  a  puppet  show,  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  oratorios  of  Handel,  against  whom  they  were  unreasonably 
prejudiced.  But  the  town  not  seconding  the  capricious  undertaking,  they 
deserted  their  manager,  whom  they  had  promised  to  support,  and  let  him 
sink  under  the  expence  they  had  entailed  upon  him  :  he  was  accordingly 
thrown  into  prison,  where  his  disapointment  got  the  better  of  his  reason,  and 
he  remained  in  all  the  ec6tacy  of  despair ;  till  at  last  his  generous  patronesses, 
after  much  solicitation,  were  prevailed  upon  to  collect  five  pounds,  on  the 
payment  of  which  he  was  admitted  into  Bedlam,  where  he  continued  bereft 
of  his  understanding,  and  died  in  the  utmost  misery. 

Ver.  199.  These  are  the  dreams  and  fictions  of  Grub  street,  with  which 
the  good,  people  of  this  metropolis  are  daily  alarmed  and  entertained. 
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Or  plunge  in  politics  with  patriot  zeal. 

And  snarl  like  Guthrie  for  the  public  weal. 

Than  crawl  an  insect  in  a  beldame’s  power. 

And  dread  the  crush  of  caprice  ev’ry  hour  ! 

Friend.  ’Tis  well ; — enjoy  that  petulance  of  style. 

And,  like  the  envious  adder,  lick  the  file  : 

What  though  success  will  not  attend  on  all ! 

Who  bravely  dares,  must  sometimes  risk  a  fall. 

Behold  the  bounteous  board  of  fortune  spread  ; 

Each  weakness,  vice,  and  folly,  yields  thee  bread  ;  21Q 

Would’st  thou  with  prudent  condescension  strive 
On  the  long-settled  terms  of  life  to  thrive. 

Poet.  What !  join  the  crew  that  pilfer  one  another, 

Betray  my  friend,  and  persecute  my  brother  : 

Turn  usurer  o’er  cent,  per  cent,  to  brood, 

Or  quack,  to  feed,  like  fleas,  on  human  blood  ? 

Friend.  Or  if  thy  soul  can  brook  the  gilded  curse. 

Some  changeling  heiress  steal — 

Poet.  Why  not  a  purse  ? 

Two  things  I  dread,  my  conscience  and  the  law  220 

Friend.  How  ?  dread  a  mumbling  bear  without  a  claw  J 
Nor  this,  nor  that,  is  standard  right  or  wrong. 

Till  minted  by  the  mercenary  tongue  y 
And  what  is  conscience,  but  a  fiend  of  strife. 

That  chills  the  joys,  and  damps  the  schemes  of  life  ? 

The  wayward  child  of  vanity  and  fear. 

The  peevish  dam  of  poverty  and  care  j 
Unnumber’d  woes  engender  in  the  breast 
That  entertains  the  rude,  ungrateful  guest. 

Poet .  Hail,  sacred  pow’r  !  my  glory  and  my  guide !  230 

Fair  sourse  of  mental  peace,  whate’er  betide  y 
Safe  in  thy  shelter,  let  disaster  roll 
Eternal  hurricanes  around  my  soul : 

My  soul  serene  amidst  the  storms  shall  reign. 

And  smile  to  see  their  fury  burst  in  vain  ! 

Friend.  Too  coy  to  flatter,  and  too  proud  to  serve. 

Thine  be  the  joyless  dignity  to  starve. 

Ver.  206.  This  alludes  to  the  fable  of  the  viper  and  file,  applicable  to  all 
the  unsuccessful  efforts  of  malice  and  envy. 
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Poet.  No  -thanks  to  discord,  war  shall  be  my  friend  j 
And  moral  rage,  heroic  courage  lend 
To  pierce  the  gleaming  squadron  of  the  foe. 

And  win  renown  by  some  distinguish’d  blow. 

Friend.  Renown  !  ay,  do — unkennel  the  whole  pack 
Of  military  cowards  on  thy  back. 

What  difference,  say,  ’twixt  him  who  bravely  stood. 

And  him  who  sought  the  bosom  of  the  wood  ? 

Envenom’d  calumny  the  first  shall  brand. 

The  last  enjoy  a  ribbon  and  command. 

Poet.  If  such  be  life,  its  wretches  I  deplore, 

And  long  to  quit  th’  unhospitable  shore. 


240 


Ver.  248,  249.  This  last  line  relates  to  the  behaviour  of  a  general  on  a 
certain  occasion,  who  discovered  an  extreme  passion  for  the  cool  shade  during 
tjic  heat  of  the  day :  the  Hanoverian  general  in  the  battle  of  Dittingen, 
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REPROOF:  A  SATIRE. 

POET,  FRIEND. 

Poet.  J~Iowe’er  I  turn,  or  wheresoe’er  I  tread. 

This  giddy  world  still  r  attles  round  my  head  ! 

I  pant  for  silence  ev’n  in  this  retreat — 

Good  Heav’n  !  what  demon  thunders  at  the  gate  ? 

Friena.  In  vain  you  strive  in  this  sequester’d  nook. 

To  shroud  you  from  an  injur’d  friend’s  rebuke. 

Poet.  An  injur’d  friend  !  who  challenges  the  name  ? 

If  you,  what  title  justifies  the  claim  ? 

Did  e’er  your  heart  o’er  my  affliction  grieve. 

Your  int’rest  prop  me,  or  your  purse  relieve  t 
Or  could  my  wants  my  soul  so  far  subdue. 

That  in  distress  she  crawl’d  for  aid  to  you  ? 

But  let  us  grant  th’  indulgence  e’er  so  strong  ; 

Display  without  reserve  th’  imagin’d  wrong  : 

Among  your  kindred  have  I  kindled  strife. 

Deflower’d  your  daughter,  or  debauch’d  your  wife  ; 
Traduc’d  your  credit,  bubbled  you  at  game  ; 

Or  soil’d  with  infamous  reproach  your  name  ? 

Friend.  No  ;  but  your  cynic  vanity  (you’ll  own) 

Expos’d  my  private  counsel  tQ  the  town. 

Poet.  Such  fair  advice  ’twere  pity  sure  to  lose  ; 

I  grant  I  printed  it  for  public  use. 

Friend.  Yes,  season’d  with  your  own  remarks  between. 
Inflam’d  with  so  much  virulence  of  spleen. 

That  the  mild  town  (to  give  the  dev’l  his  due) 

Ascrib’d  the  whole  performance  to  a  Jew. 

Poet.  Jew’s,  Turk’s,  or  Pagan’s,  hallow’d  be  the  mouth 
That  teems  with  moral  zeal  and  dauntless  truth  ! 

Prove  that  my  partial  strain  adopts  one  lie, 

No  penitent  more  mortify’d  than  I; 

Not  ev’n  the  wretch  in  shackles  doom’d  to  groan 
Beneath  th’  inhuman  scofls  of  Williamson.* 


*  Governor  of  the  Tower. 
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Friend ■  Hold — let  us  see  this  boasted  self-denial — » 

The  vanquish’d  knight  has  triumph’d  in  his  tr  ial.* 

Poet.  What  then  ? 

Friend.  Your  own  sarcastic  verse  unsay. 

That  brands  him  as  a  trembling  runaway. 

Poet.  .With  all  my  soul ! — th’  imputed  charge  rehearse  ; 

I'll  own  my  error  and  expunge  my  verse. 

Come,  come, — howe’er  the  day  was  lost  or  won. 

The  world  allows  the  race  was  fairly  run.  40 

But  lest  the  truth  too  naked  should  appear, 

A  robe  of  sable  shall  the  goddess  wear  ; 

When  sheep  were  subject  to  the  lion’s  reign, 

Ere  man  acquir’d  dominion  o’er  the  plain. 

Voracious  wolves  fierce' rushing  from  the  rocks. 

Devour’d  without  controul  th’  unguarded  flocks : 

The  suff’rers  crowding  round  the  royal  cave, 

Their  monarch’s  pity  and  protection  crave  : 

Not  that  they  wanted  valour,  force,  or  arms. 

To  shield  their  lambs  from  dangers  and  alarms  50 

A  thousand  rams  the  champions  of  the  fold. 

In  strength  of  horn  and  patriot  virtue  bold. 

Engag’d  in  firm  association,  stood. 

Their  lives  devoted  to  the  public  good  : 

A  warlike  chieftain  was  their  sole  request, 

To  marshal,  guide,  instruct,  and  rule  the  rest : 

Their  pray’r  was  heard,  and  by  consent  of  all, 

A  courtier  ape  appointed  general. — 

He  went,  he  led,  arrang’d  the  battle  stood. 

The  savage  foe  came  pouring  like  a  flood,  O’O 

Then  pug  aghast,  fled  swifter  than  the  wind. 

Nor  deign’d  in  threescore  miles  to  look  behind  ; 

While  ev’ry  band  for  orders  bleat  in  vain. 

And  fall  in  slaughter’d  heaps  upon  the  plain  : 

The  scar’d  baboon  (to  cut  the  matter  short) 

With  all  his  speed  could  not  outrun  report  j 
And,  to  appease  the  clamours  of  the  nation, 

’Twas  fit  his  case  should  stand  examination. 


*  Sir  John  Cope. 
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The  board  was  nam’d, — each  worthy  took  his  place  ; 

All  senior  members  ol  the  horned  race, — 

The  wedder,  goat,  ram,  elk,  and  ox,  were  there, 

And  a  grave  hoary  stag  possess’d  the  chair. — 

Th’  inquiry  past,  each  in  his  turn  began, 

The  culprit’s  conduct  variously  to  scan. 

At  length  the  sage  tiprear’d  his  awful  crest, 

And,  pausing,  thus  his  fellow  chiefs  address’d. — 

If  age,  that  from  this  head  its  honours  stole. 

Hath  not  impair’d  the  functions  of  my  soul. 

But  sacred  wisdom  with  experience  bought. 

While  this  weak  frame  decays,  matures  my  thought ;  80 

Th’  important  issue  of  this  grand  debate. 

May  furnish  precedent  for  your  own  fate  : 

Should  ever  fortune  call  you  to  repel 
The  shaggy  foe,  so  desperate  and  fell — 

'Tis  plain,  (you  say),  his  excellence  Sir  Ape 
From  the  dire  field  accomplish’d  an  escape  ; 

Alas !  our  fellow-subjects  ne’er  had  bled. 

If  ev’iy  ram  that  fell  like  him  had  fled  ; 

Certes,  those  sheep  were  rather  mad  than  brave. 

Which  scorn’d  th’  example  their  wiser  leader  gave.  9° 

Let  us  then  ev’ry  vulgar  hint  disdain. 

And  from  our  brother’s  laurel  wash  the  stain. — 

Th’  admiring  court  applauds  the  president. 

And  pug  was  clear’d  by  general  consent. 

Friend.  There  needs  no  magic  to  divine  your  scope. 

Mark’d  as  you  are  a  flagrant  misanthrope  : 

Sworn  foe  to  good  and  bad,  to  great  and  small. 

Thy  rankling  pen  produces  nought  but  gall : 

Ver.  70.  It  Is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  this  board  consisted  of  horned 
cattle  only,  since,  before  the  use  of  arms,  every  creature  was  obliged  in  war 
to  fight  with  such  weapons  as  nature  afforded  it,  consequently  those  supplied 
with  horns  bid  fairest  for  signalizing  themselves  in  the  field,  and  carrying  off 
the  first  posts  in  the  army. — But  I  observe,  that,  among  the  members  of  this 
court,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  such  of  the  horned  family  as  were  chiefly 
celebrated  for  valour;  namely,  the  bull,  unicorn,  rhinoceros.  &c.  which  gives 
reason  to  suspect,  that  these  last  were  either  out  of  favour  with  the  ministry, 
laid  aside  on  account  of  their  great  age,  or  that  the  ape  had  interest  enough 
at  court  to  exclude  them  from  the  number  of  his  judges. 
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Let  virtue  struggle,  or  let  glory  shine. 

Thy  verse  affords  not  one  approving  line. —  100 

Poet.  Hail,  sacred  themes  !  the  muse’s  chief  delight ! 

O  bring  the  darling  objects  to  nrty  sight ! 

My  breast  with  elevated  thought  shall  glow. 

My  fancy  brighten,  and  my  numbers  flow  ! 

Th’  Aonian  grove  with  rapture  would  I  tread. 

To  crop  unfading  wreaths  for  William’s  head  ; 

But  that  my  strain,  unheard  amidst  the  throng. 

Must  yield  to  Lockman’s  ode,  and  Hanbury’s  song! 

Nor  would  tb‘  enamour’d  muse  neglect  to  pay 
To  Stanhope’s  worth  the  tributary  lay  j 
The  soul  unstain’d,  the  sense  sublime  to  paint, 

A  people’s  patron,  pride,  and  ornament ! 

Did  not  his  virtues  eterniz’d  remain 

The  boasted  theme  of  Pope’s  immortal  strain? 

Not  ev’n  the  pleasing  task  is  left,  to  raise 
A  grateful  monument  to  Barnard’s  praise  ; 

Else  should  the  venerable  patriot  stand 
Th’  unshaken  pillar  of  a  sinking  land. 

The  gladd'nlng  prospect  let  me  still  pursue. 

And  bring  fair  virtue’s  triumph  to  the  view  !  120 

Alike  to  me,  by  fortune  blest  or  not, 

From  soaring  Cobham  to  the  melting  Scot. 

But,  lo  !  a  swarm  of  harpies  intervene. 

To  ravage,  mangle,  and  pollute,  the  scene  ! 

Gorg’d  with  our  plunder,  yet  still  gaunt  for  spoil. 

Rapacious  Gideon  fastens  on  our  isle  ; 

Insatiate  Lascelles,  and  the  fiend  Vanneck, 

Rise  on  our  ruins,  and  enjoy  the  wreck  ; 

Ver.  io8.  Two  productions  resembling  one  another  very  much  in  that 
cloying  mediocrity,  which  Horace  compares  to— Craisum  ungutntum ,  et  tarda 
cum  mclle  papaver . 

Ver.  iio.  The  earl  of  Chesterfield. 

Ver.  12,2.  Daniel  Mackercher,  esq.  a  man  of  such  primitive  simplicity,  that 
he  may  be  said  to  have  exceeded  the  scripture  injunction,  by  not  only  parting 
with  his  cloak  and  coat,  but  with  his  shirt  also,  to  relieve  a  brother  in  distress : 
Mr.  Annesley,  who  claimpd  the  Anglesea  title  and  estate. 

Ver.  n3.  A  triumvirate  of  contractors,  who,  scorning  the  narrow  views 
of  private  usury,  found  means  to  lay  a  whole  state  under  contribution,  and 
pillage  a  kingdom  of  immense  sums,  under  the  protection  of  law. 
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While  griping  Jasper  glories  in  his  prize, 

Wrung  from  the  widow’s  tears  and  orphan's  cries.  130 

Friend.  Relaps’d  again  !  strange  tendency  to  rail  1 
1  fear’d  this  meekness  would  not  long  prevail. 

Poet.  You  deem  it  rancour  then  ? — Look  round  and  see 
What  vices  flourish  still,  unprun’d  by  me  : 

Corruption,  roll'd  in  a  triumphant  car, 

Displays  his  burnish’d  front  and  glitt’ring  star ; 

Nor  heeds  the  public  scorn,  or  transient  curse,  £ 

Unknown  alike  to  honour  and  remorse. 

Behold  the  leering  belle,  caress’d  by  all. 

Adorn  each  private  feast  and  public  ball ;  140 

Where  peers  attentive  listen  and  adore. 

And  not  one  matron  shuns  the  titled  whore: 

At  Peter’s  obsequies  I  sung  no  dirge  ; 

Nor  has  my  satire  yet  supply’d  a  scourge 
For  the  vile  tribe  of  usurers  and  bites, 

Who  sneak  at  Jonathan's,  and  swear  at  White's* 

Each  low  pursuit,  and  slighter  folly  bred 
Within  the  selfish  heart  and  hollow  head. 

Thrives  uncontroul’d,  and  blossoms  o’er  the  land. 

Nor  feels  the  rigour  of  my  chast’iiing  hand:  150 

While  Codrus  shivers  o’er  his  bags  of  gold, 

By  famine  wither’d,  and  benumb’d  by  cold  ; 

I  mark  his  haggard  eyes  with  frenzy  roll. 

And  feast  upon  the  terrors  of  his  soul ; 

The  wrecks  of  war,  the  perils  of  the  deep, 

That  curse  with  hideous  dreams  the  caitiff’s  sleep  5 
Insolvent  debtors,  thieves,  and  civil  strife, 

Which  daily  persecute  his  wretched  life; 
t  With  all  the  horrors  of  prophetic  dread. 

That  rack  his  bosom  while  the  mail  is  read.  160 

Safe  from  the  rod,  untainted  by  the  school, 

A  judge  by  birth,  by  destiny  a  fool, 

Ver.  129.  A  Christian  of  bowels,  who  lends  money  to  his  friends  in  want 
at  the  moderate  interest  of  50I.  per  cent.  A  man  famous  for  buying  poor 
seamen’s  tickets. 

Ver.  139.  A  wit  of  the  first  water,  celebrated  for  her  talent  of  repartee 
and  double  entendre. 

Ver.  143.  Peter  Waters,  esq.  whose  character  is  too  well  known  to  need 
description 


4 


A  SATIltE. 


5()  l 


While  the  young  lordling  struts  in  native  pride. 

His  party-colour’d  tutor  by  his  side, 

Pleas’d,  let  me  own  the  pious  mother’s  care. 

Who  to  the  brawny  sire  commits  her  heir. 

Fraught  with  the  spirit  of  a  Gothic  monk, 

Let  Rich,  with  dulness  and  devotion  drunk. 

Enjoy  the  peal  so  barbarous  and  loud. 

While  his  brain  spues  new  monsters  to  the  crowd;  1^0 

I  see  with  joy  the  vaticide  deplore 
An  hell-denouncing  priest  and  sov’reign  whore. 

Let  ev’ry  polish’d  dame,  and  genial  lord, 

Employ  the  social  chair,  and  venal  board  ; 

Debauch’d  from  sense,  let  doubtful  meanings  run, 

The  vague  conundrum,  and  the  prurient  pun ; 

While  the  vain  fop,  with  apish  grin,  regards 
The  giggling  minx  half-chok’d  behind  her  cards : 

These,  and  a  thousand  idle  pranks,  I  deem 

The  motley  spawn  of  ignorance  and  whim.  180 

Led  pride  conceive,  and  folly  propagate. 

The  fashion  still  adopts  the  spurious  brat : 

Nothing  so  strange  that  fashion  cannot  tame 
Ly  this  dishonour  ceases  to  be  shame  : 

Ver.  164.  Whether  it  be  for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  subsequent  tines,  jo 
the  frugality  of  the  parents,  who  are  unwilling  to  throw  away  money  in 
making  their  children  wiser  than  themselves,  T  know  not ;  but  certain  it  is, 
that  many  people  of  fashion  commit  the  education  of  their  heirs  to  some 
trusty  footman,  with  a  particular  command  to  keep  master  out  of  the  stable. 
Ver.  1 70.Monsters  of  absurdity. 

‘  He  look’d,  and  Saw  a  sable  sorc’rer  rise, 

‘  Swift  to  whose  hand  a  winged  volume  flies; 

*  All  sudden,  gorgons  hiss,  and  dragons  glare, 

•  And  ten  horned  fiends  and  giants  rush  to  war. 

‘  Hell  rises,  Heaven  descends,  and  dance  on  Earth, 

‘  Gods,  imps,  and  monsters,  music,  rage,  and  mirth, 

‘  A  fire,  a  jig,  a  battle,  and  a  ball. 

‘  Till  one  wide  conflagration  swallows  all.'  dunciad, 

Ver.  174.  Social  chair ]  This  is  no  other  than  an  empty  chair,  carriedabout  with 
great  formality  to  perform  visits;  by  the  help  of  which  a  decent  correspondence  is 
often  maintained  by  people  of  fashion,  many  years  together,  without  one  per- 
eonal  interview,  to  the  great  honour  of  hospitality  and  good  neighbourhood. 

Ibid.  Venal  hoard]  Equally  applicable  to  the  dining  and  card  table,  where 
every  guest  must  pay  an  extravagant  price  for  what  he  has. 


502 


FiEPROOfb 


This  weans  froni  blushes  lewd  Tyrawley’s  face. 

Gives  Hawley  praise,  and  Ingoldsby  disgrace. 

From  Mead  to  Thompson  shifts  the  palm  at  once, 

A  meddling,  prating,  bliind’ring,  busy  dunce  ! 

And  may  (should  taste  a  little  more  decline) 

Transform  the  nation  to  an  herd  of  swine.  igO 

Friend.  The  fatal  period  hastens  on  apace ! 

Nor  will  thy  verse  th’  obscene  event  disgrace 
Thy  flow’rs  of  poetry,  that  smell  so  strong. 

The  keenest  appetite  have  loath’d  the  songj 
Condemn’d  by  Clark,  Banks,  Barrowby,  and  Chitty, 

And  all  the  crop-ear’d  critics  of  the  city  : 

While  sagely  neutral  sits  thy  silent  friend. 

Alike  averse  to  censure  or  commend. 

Poet.  Peace  to  the  geiitle  soul  that  could  deny 
His  invocated  voice  to  fill  the  cry  !  200 

And  let  me  still  the  sentiment  disdain 
Of  him  who  never  speaks  but  to  arraign  ; 

The  sneering  son  of  calumny  and  scorn. 

Whom  neither  arts,  nor  sense,  nor  soul  adorn  : 

Or  his,  who  to  maintain  a  critic’s  rank, 

Though  conscious  of  his  own  internal  blank. 

His  want  of  taste  unwilling  to  betray, 

’Twixt  sense  and  nonsense  hesitates  all  day; 

With  brow  contracted,  hears  each  passage  read, 

And  often  hums  and  shakes  his  empty  head  ;  210 

Until  some  oracle  ador’d,  pronounce 
The  passive  bard  a  poet  or  a  dunce  ; 

Then,  in  loud  clamour  echoes  back  the  word, 

’Tis  bold  !  insipid — soaring  or  absurd. 

These,  and  th’  unnumber’d  sholes  of  smaller  fry. 

That  nibble  round,  I  pity  and  defy. 

4 

Ver.  186.  Hawley.']  A  general  so  renowned  for  conduct  and  discipline, 
that,  during  an  action  in  which  he  had  a  considerable  command,  he  is  said  to 
have  been  rallying  three  fugitive  dragoons,  five  miles  from  the  field  of  battle. 

Ver.  195.  A  fraternity  of  wits,  whose  virtue,  modesty,  and  taste,  are  much 
of  the  same  dimension. 
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THE  TEARS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAR  1746. 

JVIourn,  hapless  Caledonia,  mourn 
Thy  banish’d  peace,  thy  laurels  torn! 

Thy  sons,  for  valour  long  renown’d. 

Lie  slaughter’d  on  their  native  ground  ; 

Thy  hospitable  roofs  no  more 
Invite  the  stranger  to  the  door ; 

In  smoky  ruins  sunk  they  lie. 

The  monuments  of  cruelty. 

The  wretched  owner  sees  afar 
His  all  become  the  prey  of  war 
Bethinks  him  of  his  babes  and  wife. 

Then  smites  his  breast  and  curses  life-' 

Thy  swains  are  famish’d  on  the  rocks. 

Where  once  they  fed  their  wanton  flocks ; 
Thy  ravish’d  virgins  shriek  in  vain  ; 

Thy  infants  perish  on  the  plain. 

What  boots  it  then,  in  every  clime. 

Through  the  wide  spreading  waste  of  time. 
Thy  martial  glory,  crown’d  with  praise, 

Still  shone  with  undiminish’d  blaze  ? 

Thy  tow’ring  spirit  now  is  broke. 

Thy  neck  is  bended  to  the  yoke. 

What  foreign  arms  could  never  quell. 

By  civil  rage  and  rancour  fell. 

The  rural  pipe  and  merry  lay 
No  more  shall  cheer  the  happy  day : 

No  social  scenes  of  gay  delight 
Beguile  the  dreary  winter  night : 

No  strains  but  those  of  sorrow  flow. 

And  nought  be  heard  but  sounds  of  woe  j 
While  the  pale  phantoms  of  the  slain 
Glide  nightly'b'er  the  silent  plain. 

Vol.  III. 
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O  baneful  cause,  oh !  fatal  morn, 

Accurs’d  to  ages  yet  unborn  ! 

The  sons  against  their  father  stood. 

The  parent  shed  his  children’s  blood. 

Yet,  when  the  rage  of  battle  ceas’d. 

The  victor’s  soul  was  not  appeas’d  : 

The  naked  and  forlorn  must  feel 
Devouring  flames,  and  murd’ring  steel ! 

The  pious  mother,  dooip’d  to  death, 
Forsaken,  wanders  o’er  the  heath ; 

The  bleak  wind  whistles  round  her  head. 
Her  helpless  orphans  cry  for  bread  : 

Bereft  of  shelter,  food,  and  friend. 

She  views  the  shades  of  night  descend ; 
And,  stretch’d  beneath  th’  inclement  skies, 
Weeps  o’er  her  tender  babes, — and  dies. 

While  the  warm  blood  bedews  my  veins, 
And  unimpair’d  remembrance  reigns, 
Resentment  of  my  country’s  fate. 

Within  my  filial  breast  shall  beat ; 

And,  spite  of  her  insulting  foe. 

My  sympathising  verse  shall  flow  : 

'  Mourn,  hapless  Caledonia,  mourn 
f  Thy  banished  peace,  thy  laurels  torn.* 


SONG. 

To  fix  her — ’twere  a  task  as  vain 
To  count  the  April  drops  of  rain, 

To  sow  in  Afric’s  barren  soil, 

Or  tempests  hold  within  a  toil. 

I  know  it,  friend,  she’s  light  as  air, 
False  as  the  fowler’s  artful  snare  ; 
Inconstant  as  the  passing  wind, 

As  winter’s  dreary  frost  unkind. 

She’s  such  a  miser,  too  in  love, 

Jits  joys  she’ll  neither  share  nor  prove 
Though  hundreds  of  gallants  await 
From  her  victorious  eyes  their  fate 
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Blushing  at  such  inglorious  reign, 

I  sometimes  strive  to  break  her  chain j 
My  reason  summon  to  my  aid, 

Resolv’d  no  more  to  be  betray’d. 

Ah  !  friend,  ’tis  but  a  short-liv’d  tranee. 
Dispell’d  by  one  enchauting  glance ; 

She  need  but  look,  arid  I  confess, 

Those  looks  completely  curse  or  bless* 

So  soft,  so  elegant,  so  fair, 

Sure  something  more  than  human’s  there  j 
I  must  submit,  for  strife  is  vain, 

’Twas  destiny  that  forg’d  the  chain. 


BURLESQUE  ODE* 

W here  wast  thou,  wittol  Ward,  when  hapless  fate 
From  these  weak  arms,  mine  aged  grannam  tore  ; 

These  pious  arms  essay’d  too  late, 

,To  drive  the  dismal  phantom  from  the  door. 

Could  not  thy  healing  drop,  illustrious  quack. 

Could  not  thy  salutary  pill  prolong  her  days  ; 

For  whom,  so  oft,  to  Marybone,  alack  ! 

Thy  sorrels  dragg’d  thee  through  the  worst  of  ways  ! 

Oil-dropping  Twick’nham  did  not  then  detain 
Thy  steps,  though  tended  by  the  Cambrian  maids, 

Nor  the  sweet  environs  of  Drury-lane  ; 

Nor  dusty  Pimlico’s  embow’ring  shades  5 
Nor  Whitehall,  by  the  river’s  bank. 

Beset  with  rowers  dank  j 

Nor  where  th’  Exchange  pours  forth  its  tawny  sons : 

Nor  where  to  mix  with  offal,  soil,  and  blood. 

Steep  Snow-hill  rolls  the  sable  flood ; 

Nor  where  the  Mint’s  contaminated  kennel  runs :  ] 

Ill  doth  it  now  beseem. 

That  thou  shouldst  doze  and  dream, 

*  Dr.  Smollett,  imagining  himself  ill-treated  by  Lord  Lyttleton,  wrote  th 
above  burlesque  on  that  nobleman’s  monody  on  the  death  of  his  lady. 

I  i  2 
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When  death  in  mortal  armour  came. 

And  struck  with  ruthless  dart  the  gentle  dame. 
Her  lib’ral  hand  and  sympathizing  breast 
The  brute  creation  kindly  bless’d: 

Where’er  she  trod  grimalkin  purr’d  around, 
The  squeaking  pigs  her  bounty  own’d  : 

Nor  to  the  waddling  duck  or  gabbling  goose. 
Did  she  glad  sustenance  refuse ; 

The  strutting  cock  she  daily  fed. 

And  turkey  with  his  snout  so  red  ; 

Of  chickens  careful  as  the  pious  hen. 

Nor  did  she  overlook  the  tomtit  or  the  wren  j 
While  redbreast  hopp'd  before  her  in  the  hall. 
As  if  she  common  mother  were  of  all. 

For  my  distracted  mind, 

What  comfort  can  I  find  J 
O  best  of  grannams !  thou  art  dead  and  gone, 
And  I  am  left  behind  to  weep  and  moan. 

To  sing  thy  dirge  in  sad  funereal  lay. 

Oh !  woe  is  me  1  alack  1  and  well-a  day  ! 


ODE  TO  MIRTH. 

Parent  of  joy!  heart -easing  Mirth  1 
Whether  of  Venus  or  Aurora  born, 

Yet  goddess  sure  of  heavenly  birth. 

Visit  benign  a  son  of  grief  forlorn. 

Thy  glittering  colours  gay, 

Around  him,  Mirth,  display  : 

And  o’er  his  raptur’d  sense 
Diffuse  thy  living  influence  : 

So  shall  each  hill  in  purer  green  array’d, 

And  flower-adorn’d  in  new-born  beauty  glow  ; 

The  grove  shall  smooth  the  horrors  of  the  shade. 
And  streams  in  murmurs  shall  forget  to  flow. 

Shine,  goddess,  shine  with  unremitted  ray. 

And  gild  (a  second  sun)  with  brighter  beam  our  day. 

Labour  with  thee  forgets  his  pain, 

And  aged  Poverty  can  smile  with  thee  j 

If  thou  be  nigh,  Grief’s  hale  is  vain. 

And  weak  th’  uplifted  arm  of  Tyranny. 


ODE  TO  MIRTH. 
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The  Morning  opes  on  high 
His  universal  eye ; 

And  on  the  world  doth  pour 
His  glories  in  a  golden  shower: 

Lo  !  Darkness  trembling  ’fore  the  hostile  ray. 

Shrinks  to  the  cavern  deep  and  wood  forlorn  ; 

The  brood  obscene,  that  own  her  gloomy  sway, 

Troop  in  her  rear,  and  fly  the  approach  of  morn. 

Pale  shivering  ghosts,  that  dread  tli’  all-cheering  light. 
Quick,  as  the  lightning’s  flash,  glide  to  sepulchral  night. 

But  whence  the  gladd’ning  beam 
That  pours  his  purple  stream 
O’er  the  long  prospect  wide  ? 

’Tis  Mirth.  I  see  her  sit 
In  majesty  of  light. 

With  Laughter  at  her  side. 

Bright  ey’d  Fancy  hovering  near. 

Wide  waves  her  glancing  wing  in  air ; 

And  young  Wit  flings  his  pointed  dart, 

That  guiltless  strikes  the  willing  heart. 

Fear  not  now  Affliction’s  power. 

Fear  not  now  wild  Passion’s  rage. 

Nor  fear  ye  aught  in  evil  hour. 

Save  the  tardy  hand  of  Age. 

Now  Mirth  had  heard  the  suppliant  poet’s  prayer, 

No  cloud  that  rides  the  blast  shall  vex  the  troubled  air. 


ODE  TO  SLEEP. 

Soft  Sleep,  profoundly  pleasing  power. 
Sweet  patron  of  the  peaceful  hour, 

O  listen  from  thy  calm  abode. 

And  hither  wave  thy  magic  rod  ; 

Extend  thy  silent  soothing  sway. 

And  charm  the  canker  Care  away. 

Whether  thou  lov’st  to  glide  along, 

Attended  by  an  airy  throng 
Of  gentle  dreams  and  smiles  of  joy. 

Such  as  adorn  the  wanton  boy ; 
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Or  to  the  monarch’s  fancy  bring 
Delights  that  better  suit  a  king. 

The  glittering  host,  the  groaning  plain, 
Tiie  clang  of  arms,  and  victor’s  train  ; 
Or  should  a  milder  vision  please, 

P  isent  the  happy  scenes  of  peace  ; 
Plump  Autumn,  blushing  all  around, 
Bich  Industry  with  toil  embrown’d  ; 
Content,  with  brow  serenely  gay, 

And  genial  Art’s  refulgent  ray. 


ODE  TO  BLUE-EY’D  ANN. 

"W hen  the  rough  North  forgets  to  howl, 

And  ocean’s  billows  cease  to  roll : 

When  Libyan  sands  are  bound  in  frost. 

And  cold  to  Nova  Zembla’s  lost ; 

When  heavenly  bodies  cease  to  move. 

My  blue-ey’d  Ann  I’ll  cease  to  love. 

No  more  shall  flowers  the  meads  adorn. 

Nor  sweetness  deck  the  rosy  thorn. 

Nor  swelling  buds  proclaim  the  spring. 

Nor  parching  heats  the  dog-star  bring. 

Nor  laughing  lilies  paint  the  grove. 

When  blue-ey’d  Ann  I  cease  to  love. 

No  more  shall  joy  in  hope  be  found. 

Nor  pleasures  dance  their  frolic  round, 

Nor  love’s  light  god  inhabit  earth. 

Nor  beauty  give  the  passion  birth. 

Nor  heat  to  summer  sun-shine  cleave. 

When  blue-ey’d  Nanny  I  deceive. 

When  rolling  seasons  cease  to  change, 

Inconstancy  forgets  to  range  ; 

When  lavish  May  no  more  shall  bloom. 

Nor  gardens  yield  a  rich  perfume  ; 

When  Nature  from  her  sphere  shall  start, 

I’ll  tear  my  Nanny  from  my  heart. 
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ODE  TO  INDEPENDENCE. 

STROPHE. 

T hy  spirit.  Independence  let  me  share, 

Lord  of  the  lion-heart  and  eagle-eye. 

Thy  steps  I  follow  with  my  bosom  bare. 

Nor  heed  the  storm  that  howls  along  the  sky. 

Deep  in  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north, 

A  goddess  violated  brought  thee  forth. 

Immortal  Liberty,  whose  look  sublime 

Hath  bleach’d  the  tyrant’s  cheek  in  every  varying  clime. 

What  time  the  iron-hearted  Gaul, 

With  frantic  Superstition  for  his  guide,  10 

Arm’d  with  the  dagger  and  the  pall. 

The  sons  of  Woden  to  the  field  defy’d  ; 

The  ruthless  hag,  by  Weser’s  flood. 

In  Heav’n’s  name  urg’d  the  infernal  blow  ; 

And  red  the  stream  began  to  flow  : 

The  vanquish’d  were  baptiz’d  with  blood ! 

ANTISTROPHE. 

The  Saxon  prince  in  horror  fled 
From  altars  stain’d  with  human  gore  ; 

And  Liberty  his  routed  legions  led 
In  safety  to  the  bleak  Norwegian  shore.  20 

There  in  a  cave  asleep  she  lay, 

Lull’d  by  tire  hoarse  resounding  main  ; 

When  a  bold  savage  pass’d  that  way, 

Impell’d  by  destiny,  his  name  Disdain. 

Of  ample  front  the  portly  chief  appear’d  ; 

The  hnuted  bear  supply’d  a  shaggy  vest. 

The  drifted  snow  hung  on  his  yellow  beard. 

And  his  broad  shoulders  brav’d  the  furious  blast. 

He  stopt ;  he  gaz’d  ;  his  bosom  glow’d, 

And  deeply  felt  th’  impression  of  her  charms  ;  30 

He  seiz’d  th’  advantage  fate  allow’d. 

And  straight  compress’d  her  in  his  vig’rous  arms. 

Ver.  16.  Charlemagne  obliged  four  thousand  Saxon  prisoners  to  embrace 
the  Christian  religion,  and  immediately  after  they  were  baptized,  ordered 
tlyeir  throats  to  be  cut. — Their  pfince,  Vitikind,  fled  for  shelter,  to  Gotrick> 
Jting  of  Denmark, 
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STROPHE. 

The  curlieu  scream’d,  the  Tritons  blew 
Their  shells  to  celebrate  the  ravish'd  rite  ; 

Old  Time  exulted  as  he  flew. 

And  Independence  saw  the  light. 

The  'ight  he  saw  in  Albion’s  happy  plains, 
Where,  under  cover  of  a  fiow’ring  thorn. 

While  Philomel  renew’d  her  warbled  strains, 
Th’  auspicious  fruit  of  stol’n  embrace  was  born.— 
The  mountain  Dryads  seiz’d  with  joy 
The  smiling  infant  to  their  charge  consign’d  ; 

The  Doric  muse  caress’d  the  fav’rite  j>oy ; 

The  hermit  Wisdom  stor’d  his  opening  mind. 

As  rolling  years  matur’d  his  age. 

He  flourish’d  bold  and  sinewy  as  his  sire  ; 

While  the  mild  parsions  in  his  breast  assuage  ,• 
The  fiercer  flames  of  his  maternal  fire. 


ANTI  STROPHE. 
Accomplish’d  thus,  he  wing’d  his  way. 

And  zealous  rov’d  from  pole  to  pole. 

The  rolls  of  right  eternal  to  display, 

And  warm  with  patriot  thoughts  th’  aspiring  soul. 

On  desert  isles  ’twas  he  that  rais’d 
Those  spires  that  gild  the  Adriatic  wave. 

Where  Tyranny  beheld  amaz’d 
Tail-  Freedom’s  temple,  where  he  mark’d  her  grave. 

He  steel’d  the  blunt  Batavian’s  arms. 

To  burst  th’  Iberian’s  double  chain  ; 
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And  cities  rear’d,  and  planted  farms. 

Won  from  the  skirts  of  Neptune’s  wide  domain.  O’Q 

He,  with  the  generous  rustics,  sat. 

On  Uri’s  rocks,  in  close  divan  : 

And  wing’d  that  arrow,  sure  as  fate. 

Which  ascertain’d  the  sacred  rights  of  man. 

Ver.  53.  Although  Venice  was  built  a  considerable  time  before  the  asra 
here  assigned  for  the  birth  Of  Independence,  the  republic  had  not  yet  attained 
to  any  great  degree  of  power  and  splendour. 

Ver.  58.  The  Low  countries  were  not  only  oppressed  hy  grievous  taxa. 
tions,  but  likewise  threatened  with  the  establishment  of  the  inquisition,  when 
the  Seven  provinces  revolted,  and  shook  off  the  yoke  of  Spain. 

Ver.  62.  Alluding  to  the  known  story  of  William  Tell  id  his  associates: 
the  fathers  and  founders  of  the  confederacy  of  the  Swiss  cant  >n?. 
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STROPHE. 

Arabia's  scorching  sands  he  cross’d. 

Where  blasted  nature  pants  supine, 

Conductor  of  her  tribes  adust, 

To  Freedom’s  adamantine  shrine  ; 

And  many  a  Tartar  horde  forlorn,  aghast  1 

He  snatch’d  from  under  fell  Oppression’s  wing  ;  /© 

And  taught  amidst  the  dreary  waste 
Th’  all-cheering  hymns  of  liberty  to  sing. 

He  virtue  finds,  like  precious  ore. 

Diffus’d  through  every  baser  mould, 

Ev’n  now  he  stands  on  Calvi’s  rocky  shore. 

And  turns  the  dross  of  Corsica  to  gold. 

He,  guardian  genius  taught  my  youth 
Pomp’s  tinsel  livery  to  despise  : 

My  lips  by  him  chastis’d  to  truth. 

Ne’er  paid  that  homage  which  my  heart  denies.  SO 

ANTISTROPHE. 

Those  sculptur’d  halls  my  feet  shall  never  tread. 

Where  varnish’d  vice  and  vanity  combin’d. 

To  dazzle  and  seduce,  their  banners  spread, 

And  forge  vile  shackles  for  the  free-born  mind. 

While  Insolence  his  wrinkled  front  uprears. 

And  all  the  flowers  of  spurious  Fancy  blow; 

And  title  his  ill-woven  chaplet  wears, 

Full  often  wreath’d  around  the  miscreant’s  brow  j 
Where  ever-dimpling  Falsehood,  pert  and  vain. 

Presents  her  cup  of  stale  profession’s  froth  ;  QO 

And  pale  Disease,  with  all  his  bloated  train. 

Torments  the  sons  of  gluttony  and  sloth. 

STROPHE. 

In  fortune’s  car  behold  that  minion  ride. 

With  either  India’s  glittering  spoils  oppress’d  : 

Ver.  65.  The  Arabs,  rather  than  abandon  their  independency,  have  often 
bandoned  their  habitations,  and  encountered  all  the  horrors  of  the  desert. 
Ver.  69.  From  the  tyranny  of  Jenghis  Khan,  Timur  Bee,  and  other  eastern 
conquerors,  whole  tribes  of  Tartars  were  used  to  fly  into  the  remoter  wastes 
of  Cathay,  where  no  army  could  follow  them. 

Ver.  76.  The  noble  stand  made  by  Paschal  Paoli  and  his  associates  against 
the  usurpation  of  the  French  king,  must  endear  them  to  all  the  sons  of  liberty 
and  ndcpendence. 
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So  moves  the  sumpter-mule,  in  harness’d  pride. 
That  bears  the  treasure  which  she  cannot  taste. 
For  him  let  venal  bards  disgrace  the  bay. 

And  hireling  minstrels  wake  the  tinkling  string  j 
Her  sensual  snares  let  faithless  Pleasure  lay  ; 

And  jingling  bells  fantastic  Folly  ring  ; 

Disquiet,  doubt,  and  dread  shall  intervene  ; 

And  Nature,  still  to  all  her  feelings  just, 

In  vengeance  hang  a  damp  on  every  scene, 

Shook  from  the  baleful  pinions  of  disgust. 


ANTISTROPHE 


Nature  I’ll  court  in  her  sequester’d  haunts 

By  mountain,  meadow,  streamlet,  grove,  or  cell* 
Where  the  pois’d  lark  his  evening  ditty  chants, 

And  Health,  and  Peace,  and  contemplation  dwell. 
There  Study  shall  with  Solitude  recline  j 

And  Friendship  pledge  me  to  his  fellow-swains  •, 
And  Toil  and  Temperance  sedately  twine  , 

The  slender  chord  that  fluttering  life  sustains  ; 
And  fearless  Poverty  shall  guard  the  door  j 
And  Taste  unspoil’d  the  frugal  table  spread  ; 

And  Industry  supply  the  humble  store  j 

And  Sleep  unbrib’d  his  dews  refreshing  shed  : 
White-mantled  Innocence,  ethereal  sprite, 

Shall  chase  far  off  the  goblins  of  the  night ; 

And  Independence  o’er  the  day  preside. 

Propitious  power !  my  patron  and  my  pride. 


END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME 
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